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PREFACE 

THE  TRANSLATOR. 


The  Work  now  offered  to  the  Englifh  reader  exhi- 
bits a  complete  view  of  the  antiquities,  manners»  cuf- 
tomSy  religious  ceremonies,  laws,  arts,  and  literature 
of  ancient  Greece,  at  the  period  of  its  greateft  fplen- 
dour.  A  knowledge  of  thefe  has  hitherto  been  only 
attainable  by  a  laborious  perufal  of  writers  who  have 
been  little  felicitous  to  join  entertainment  with  in- 
ftruâion.  The  Travels  of  Anacharfis,t)n  the  contra- 
ry, are  fo  written,  that  the  reader  may  frequently  be 
induced  to  imagine  he  is  perufing  a  work  of  mere 
amufement,  invention,  and  fancy  ;  till  his  eye  glances 
to  the  bottom  of  the  page,  when  he  perceives  there 
i?  fcarcely  a  fentence,  and  not  a  fingle  faft  or  cir- 
cumftance,  but  is  fupported  by.the  authority  of  fome 
ancient  author.  The  amazing  number  of  thefe  quo- 
tations may,  perhaps,  at  firft  fight,  feem  to  have  been 
unneceflary,  and  to  have  more  the  appearance  of  a 
parade  of  erudition,  than  to  be  of  ariy  real  utility  ; 
but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  muft  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  man  of 
real  learning,  by  enabling  him  to  refer  immediately 
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to  the  original  author,  they-' are  extremely  ufeful,  nay^ 
I  may  fay,  abfolutely  neceflary,  even  to  fuch  readers 
as  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  intention  to 
confult  the  authorities  quoted  ;  as  they  clearly  fliow 
that  fuch  an  idea,  or  fuch  a  circumftance,  is  not  mere- 
ly a  decoration,  or  the  offspring  of  the  fancy  of  the 
author,  but  immediately  taken  from  fome  ancient 
writer,  and  therefore  perfeftly  accordant  to  the  ge- 
neral fcope  and  plan  of  the  work. 

A  fummary  of  the  hiftory  of  Greece  for  the  fame 
period  is  likewife  given,  in  which  the  fame  novelty 
of  plan  is  confidently  preferved.  In  the  private  let- 
ters which  pafs  between  Anacharfis  and  his  friends, 
relative  to  the  defigns  of  Philip  of  Macedon,  and  the 
progrefs  of  that  ambitious  and  fubtle  politician  in  his 
attempts,  which  ultimately  proved  but  too  fuccefsful, 
to  overturn  the^  liberty  of  Greece,  and  render  himfelf 
its  fovereign,  the  circumftances  are  feleéled  with 
great  judgment  and  delicacy  :  they  are  precifely  fuch 
as  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  popular  topics 
of  the  day  among  the  giddy  multitude  of  Athens  ; 
and  many  of  them  will  be  found  new  even  to  fuch 
perfons  as  are  already  tolerably  acquainted  with  the 
hiftory  of  that  period.  This  is  indeed  a  merit  which 
pervades  the  whole  work.  The  novelty  of  the  plan 
might  hâve  been  an  apology  for  the  introduftion  of 
common-place  fadls  and  trite  anecdotes  :  but  though 
it  was  impoffible,  confiftent  with  the  nature  of  the  de- 
fign,  not  to  give  many  which  muft  be  familiar  to 
thofe  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  the  Grecian 
hiftory   and  antiquities  ;  yet  it  is  certain  there  are 
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ftîil  veiy  many  which  will  be  found  new  by  thofe 
whofe  knowledge  of  thefe  fubjeds  deferves  not  to  be 
'  tenned  fuperficiah 

As  I  have  fpoken  of  the  novelty  of  the  plan,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  mention  what  has  already  been 
faid  on  that  fubjed,  as  it  will  afford  an  opportu- 
nity to  introduce  the  account  which  the  Abbé  has 
himfelf  given  ofi  the  origin  of  his  defign,  arid 
wJiich  may  be  confidered  as  a  proper  fupplement  to 
his  advertifement  that  immediately  follows  this  pre- 
face. 

In  one  of  the  moft  refpedable  of  the  prefent  perio- 
dical publications,  the  author  of  an  extremely  judi- 
cious critique  on  the  original  of  this  work  had  hinted 
the  "  poffibility  that  the  learned  author  of  Anachax- 
*'  fis  had  taken  the  hint  of  his  plan  from  the  fuppof- 
*'  ed  but  excellent  Athenian  Letters  ;  a  work  very 
"  little  known,  becaufe  never  (properly  fpeaking) 
**  publijQied.  It  confifls  of  the  imaginary  correfpon- 
"  dence  of  a  fet  of  Greek  gentlemen,  the  contempo- 
"  raries  of  Socrates,  Pericles,  and  Plato  ;  but  was  in 
"  reality  the  aâual  correfpondence  of  afociety  of  in- 
"  genious  perfons,  of  the  ]miverfity  of  Cambridge  ; 
"  who,  in  this  aflumed  mode,  communicated  to  each 
"  other  the  refult  of  their  refearches  into  ancient 
"  hiftory;  and  produced  the  beft  commentary  on 
*•  Thucycides  that  ever  was  written.  At  length,  the 
"  number  of  their  letters  became  fo  confiderable, 
"  that,  to  prevent  the  trouble  of  tranfcribing  them 
"  for  the  ufe  of  the  Society,  it  was  refolved  to 
**  print  about   a  dozen  copies  ;  which  was  accord- 
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"  ingly  done  by  Bettenham,  in  four  oftavo  volumes, 
"  1 741  *.'• 

The  Abbé  Barthelemi  having  feen  this  in  France, 
wrote  a  letter  in  confequence  to  M.  Dutens,  a  refped- 
able  foreign  gentleman  refiding  in  London,  in  which 
he  aflures  him  that  "  it  was  not  till  after  the  publi- 
^*  cation  of  his  work  that  he  heard  of  the  Athenian 
"  Letters  ;  and  that  chance  alone  gave  him  the  idea 
"  of  it."     He  adds,  "  I  travelled  into  Italy  in  1755  : 
"  the  appearance  of  this  beautiful  country  made  me 
*•  regret  its  ancient  glory  ;    and  I  was   continually 
"  tranfporting  myfelf  to  that  period  of  the  revival  of 
•*  letters  and  the  arts,  when  each  city  fhould  grow 
^'  proud  with  the  profperity  of  the  former,  and  orna* 
"  ment   itfelf  with  the  productions  of  the   latter  ; 
"  the  Medici,  the  Urjini,  the  Farneji,  the  Houfe  of  Eft^ 
•*  and   other  petty  fovereigns,  hitherto  divided  by 
"  feparate  interefts,   fhould   emulate  each   other  in 
"  drawing  to  their  courts  both  amufement  and  ta- 
♦*  lents.     Thefe  pleafing  vifions  fo  often  prcfcnting 
'"  themfelves  tp  my  imagination,  I  thought  it  might 
♦*  be  poflible  to  embody  them,-  in  fuppofed  traveb 
**  through  Italy,  toward  the  reign  of  Leo  X,     I  re^ 
"  fleâed  for  fome   time  on  this  projedj  and  then 
"  perceived  it  would  engage  me  in  inquiries  too  re- 
"  mote  from  thofe  which  had  hitherto  occupied  my 
**  attention.     The  hiftory  of  the  Greeks  juft  then 
"  fuddenly  ofTering  to  my  view  a  more  extended,  and 
"  ftiU  more  dramatic  fcene,  I  eagerly  embraced  it  j 

♦  Monthly  Reyîcw,  Ap^ndîx  to  Vol,  LXXXI* 
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^  and  at  my  return  from  Italy,  in  1757,  l)egan  the 
^*  Tr43puels  of  Anacharfis.^^ 

I  have  yet  to  fay  a  word  or  two  of  the  tranflation* 
I  have,  in  general,  been  rather  folicitoue  to  give  the 
meaning  of  the  original  faithfully  and  accurately* 
than  to  be  minutely  nice  in  my  language  and  ftyle,  * 
At  the  feme  time,  I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  en- 
deavouring, at  leaft,  to  make  my  author  fpeak  good 
£nglifli,  and  untainted,  as  much  as  may  be,  with  fo- 
reign  idiom  ;  but  I  am  far  from  having  fufficient  va- 
nity to  fuppofe  that  from  the  latter  of  thefe  defeds 
my  verfion  is  entirely  free.    The  difficulty  of  tranfla- 
tion  is  beft  known  to  thofe  who  have  moft  frequently 
attempted  to  render  what  has  been  written  in  one 
language  into  another  ;  nor  to  thofe  who  have  fel- 
dom  been  fo  employed  can  the  difficulties  by  which    ^ 
this  fpecies  of  compofition  is  furrounded,  be  diftinéUy 
known.     Unfaithfulnefs  to  the  author  on  the   one 
hand,  and  corruption  of  idiom  on  the  other,  are  the 
Charybdis  and  Scylla  of  tranflators.     Different  na- 
tions not  only  ufe  different  words  and  expreffions  to 
fignify  the  fame  thing,  but  have  different  modes  of 
'  thinking  on  the  fame  fubjed.     The  ardour  and  vi- 
vacity of  our  fanguine  neighbours  frequently  appear 
unnatural^  and  even  ridiculous,  to  our  more  phleg- 
matic countrymen.     Metaphors  authorized  by  cuf- 
tom,  the  great  arbiter  in  every  queflion  of  this  kindi 
may  appear  proper,  and  even  elegant,  in  one   lan- 
gage ;  when  in  another,  to  which  they  are  a  novelty, 
they  would  be  efleemed  harfh,  forced,  and  inadmiffi- 
We  ;  and  great  is  the  perplexity  frequently  occafion- 
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ed  to  the  tranflator  by  fuch  iSgures  :  if  he  admits  the 
metaphor,  he  offends  by  rilking  an  exprefiion  unufu^ 
al,  harfh,  and  in  Tome  fenfe  chargeable  with  foreign 
idiom  ;  if  he  entirely  negleds  it,  he  enfeebles  the 
language  ;  and  if  he  fubftitutes  another,  more  agree- 
able to  the  genius  of  his  own  tongue,  it  may  be  al- 
leged that  he  has  not  kept  fufficiently  clofe  to  the 
expreffion  of  his  author.  The  French  language  fre- 
quently indulges  in  fuch  figurative  expreffions  :  the 
fentimental  ardour  of  the  nation  continually  produces 
a  ftyle  which  to  an  Englifh  reader  will  appear  to 
border  on  inflation  and  bombafl.  There  is  certainly 
much  lefs  of  this  ftyle  in  the  prefent  work  than  in 
many  others  in  that  language  ;  becaufe  the  author, 
having  formed  his  tafte  on  the  corred  and  chafte  mo- 
dels of  Antiquity,  has  given  lefs  into  it  :  but  ftill  the 
genius  ot  the  language  will  occafionally  difplay  itfelf, 
and  the  tranflator  find  reafon  to  exclaim — 

Nobis  non  licet  cfle  tarn  diflertis. 
But,  without  purfuing  this  difcuflSon  farther,  I  fhall 
proceed  to  what  is  of  more  importance  to  the  reader 
who  feeks  for  information — the  care  that  has  been 
taken  to  prefent  him  with  a  faithful  and  accurate 
verfion.  The  tranflator,  though  he  has  beftowed  the 
utmoft  attention  to^  perform  properly  this  part  of  his 
taflc,  does  not  mean  arrogantly  to  affirm  that  he  has 
committed  no  miftakes.  If  fuch  fliould  be  difcover- 
ed,  let  the  wide  field,  which  the  work  embraces,  be 
taken  into  confideration  ;  it  includes  almoft  every  art, 
and  the  whole  circle  of  ancient  literature  :  to  aflert 
that  no  error  has  been  committed  in  the  exprefiion 
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Or  the  proper  technical  terms  relative  to  thefe,  could 
only  difplay  the  prefumptuous  conceit  of  ignorance. 

As  cuftom  has  bellowed  on  languages  different  me- 
taphors,  fo  alfo  has  it  fumifhed  fome  with  terms  more 
appofite  than  others  perhaps  poffefs.     The  French 
expreffion  place  publique,  ufed  to  fignify  the  place 
which  was  at  once  the  market,  and  that  in- which  the 
people  met  to  converfe,  and  affembléd  to  deliberate 
on  public  affairs,  appears  to  me  preferable  to  the  term 
forum^  by  which  I  have  rendered  it,  and  which  has 
been  adopted  from  the  Romans,  who  employed  it  to 
cxprefs  the  .fame  kind  of  place  ;  but  it  feems  fcarce- 
ly  applied  with  propriety  when  we  are  fpeaking  of  a 
Grecian  city.     The  word  tribune,  likewife,  which  the 
French  employ  to  fignify  the  pulpit  or  gallery  from 
which  the  orators  addreffed  the  people,  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  word  rojirum,  which  I  have  ufed  to  avoid 
circumlocution.     This,  like  the  former,  is  of  Latin 
wigin  :  the  Romans  indeed  always  ufed  it  in  the  plu- 
ral (rojira)  ;  and  I  Ihould  have  written  it  fo,  had  I 
fpoken  of  that  which  ftood  in  the  Roman  fonim  :  but 
it  is  more  familiar  thari  the  word  fuggejlum,  which 
indeed  might  have  been  more  proper,  and  is  to  bè 
foimd  in  our  Englifh  didionaries,  where  the  latter  is 
not. 

The  French  meafures  in  the  work  and  ih  the  ta- 
bles, I  have  carefully  reduced  to  Englifh.  The 
leagues  I  have  given  as  they  flood,  becaufe  the  dif- 
ference between  them  and  a  meafure  of  three  Eng- , 
lifh  miles,  is  too  little  to  deferve  notice.  But  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  mention  here,  that  the  league  of 
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12500  toifes,  ufed  by  M.  Barthelemi  in  this  work,  is 
longe   than  three  Englifli  ftatute  miles  by  48  yards, 
2  feet,  3  inches.     Where  an  odd  number  of  toifes 
has  been  added  to  the  leagues,  I  have  generally  re- 
duced them  to  the  half,  quarter,  or  fome  fraâion  of 
the  league  ;  but  if  more  accuracy  fhould  be  required, 
it  may  always  be  obtained  by  referring  to  the  taWe» 
at  the  end  of  the  work,  for  the  value  of  the  ftadia, 
&c.  in  French  and  Englilh  meafures.     Some  of  the 
redu£tions  into  Englifh  yards,  feet,  &c.  in  the  firft 
volumes,  differ  a  little  from  thofe  given  in  the  tables; 
becaufe  I  then  ufed  the  proportion  given  by  Mr- 
Graham,  in  vol.  xlii.  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
tions,  according  to  which  the  French  foot  is  to  the 
Englifh  as  114  to  107,  or  equal  to   12,785  inches 
Englilh  :  but  in  reducing  the  tables,  I  have  made 
ufe  of  a  later  and  more  correâ  proportion,  given  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadions,  vol.  Iviii.   page   325,  by 
the  prefent  Aftronomer  Royal,  Dr.  Malkelyne  ;  who, 
on  occafion  of  thç  menfuration  of  a  degree  of  lati- 
tude in  North  America,  applied  to  that  excellent 
aftronomer  M.  de  la  Lande,  who  fent  him  from  Paris 
two  toifes  exaâly  adjufted  to  the  ftandard  of  thofe 
made  ufe  of  by  Meflrs.  de  la  Gondamine  and  Bou- 
guer  in  the  meafure  of  a  degree  of  latitude  in  Peru  ; 
from  the  mean  length  of  which  it  appeared  that  the 
French  toife  contains  767,344  Englifli  inches.     The 
French  weights  I  have  computed  from  the  prcçor- 
lion  of  the  French  and  Englifli  grains,  as  given  by 
M.  Barthelemi  himfelf. 
In  the  fifth  volume,  ûio  maps  abne  may  be  con- 
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fidered  as  a  new  and  valuable  work.  The  introduce 
toiy  obfervations  by  which  they  are  accompanied 
prove  the  labour  and  care  that  the  compiler  of  them, 
M.  Barbie  du  Bocage,  has  ufed  to  render  them  more 
accurate  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  has  hitherto 
appeared.  The  tranilator  has  endeavoured  to  beftow 
equal  care  to  give  the  names  of  places  corrèélly,  as 
they  are  found  in  ancient  authors.  There  is  fcarce- 
ly  a  fingle  town,  the  name  of  which  has  not  been 
fought  for  and  examined  in  Strabo,  Pauiknias,  or 
PUny. 

I  fliall  here  conclude  my  addrefs  to  the  reader  and 
the  critic,  and  fubmit  to  the  attention  of  the  one  and 
the  candour  of  the  other,  a  work,  which,  unlefs  I. am 
miftaken,  is  equal  to  any  that  France  has  for  many 
years  paft  produced,  and  the  excellencies  of  which 
may  perhaps  make  the  defeâs  of  the  tranflation  pais 
imnoticed. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

BY 

THE  AUTHOR. 


I  IMAGINE  a  Scythian,  named  Anacharfis,  to  arrive  in 
Greece,  fome  years  before  the  birth  of  Alexander  ; 
and  that  from  Athens,  the  ufual  place  of  his  refi- 
dence,  he  makes  feveraî  excurfions  into  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces  ;  every  where  obferving  the  man- 
ners and  cufloms  of  the  inhabitants,  being  prefent  at 
thehr  feftivals,  and  ftudying  the  natm'e  of  their  go- 
vernments ;  fomethnes  dedicating  his  leifm'e  to  in- 
quiries relative  to  the  progrefs  of  the  human  mind, 
and  fometimes  converfing  with  the  great  men  who 
flouriihed  at  that  time  ;  with  Epaminondas,  Phocion, 
Xenophon,  Plato^  Ariftotle,  Demofthenes,  fitc.  As 
foon  as  he  has  feen  Greece  enflaved  by  Philip,  the 
father  of  Alexander,  he  returns  into  Scythia,  where^ 
he  puts  in  order  an  account  of  his  travels  ;  and,  to 
prevent  any  interruption  in  his  narrative,  relates  in 
an  introduétion  the  memorable  events  which  had  paf- 
fed  in  Greece  before  he  left  Scythia. 

The  aera  I  have  chofen,  which  is  one  of  the  moft 
interefting  that  the  hiftpry  of  nations  prefents,  may 
be  çonfidered  in  two  points  of  view.     With  refpeél 
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to  literature  and  the  arts,  it  conneds  the  age  of  Pe- 
ricles with  that  of  Alexander.  My  Scythian  has 
converfed  with  a  number  of  Athenians,  who  had 
been  intimately  ^quainted  with  Sophocles,  Euripi- 
des, Ariftophahes,  Thucydides,  Socrates,  Zeuxis,  and 
Parrhafius.  I  have  mentioned  fome  of  the  celebra- 
ted writers  who  were  known  to  him.  He  has  feen 
the  mafterly  productions  of  Praxiteles,  Euphranor, 
and  Pamphilus,  make  their  appearance,  as  alfo  the 
firft  eflays  of  Apelles  and  Protogënes  ;  and  in  one  of 
the  lattep  years  of  his  ftay  in  Greece,  Epicurus  and 
Menander  were  born.    • 

Under  the  fécond  point  of  view,  this  epocha  is  not 
lefs  remarkable.  Anacharfis  was  a  witnefs  to  the  re- 
volution which  changed  the  face  of  Greece,  and 
which,  fome  time  after,  deftroyed  the  empire  of  the 
Perfians.  On  his  arrival,  he  found  the  youth  Philip 
with  Epaminondas  :  he  afterwards  beheld  him  afcend 
the  throne  of  Macedon  ;  difplay,  in  his  contefts  with 
the  Greeks,  during  two  and  twenty  years,  all  the  re- 
fources  of  his  genius  j  and^  at  length,  compel  thofe 
haughty  republicans  to  fubmit  to  his  poWer, 

I  have  chofen  to  write  a  narrative  of  travels  rather 
than  a  hiftory,  becaufe  in  fuch  a  narrative  all  is  fee- 
nery  and  aftion  ;  and  becaufe  circumilantial  details 
may  be  entered. into  which  are  not  permitted  to  the 
Iiiflorian.  Thefe  details,  when  they  have  relation  to 
manners  and  cullomç,  are  often  only  indicated  by  an- 
cient authors,  and  have  often  given  occafion  to  dif- 
ferent opinions  among  modern  critics.  I  have  exa- 
mined and  difcufled  them  all  before  I  have  made  ufe 
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of  them  ;  I  have  even,  on  a  revifal,  fupprefled  a  great 
part  of  them,  and  ought  perhaps  to  have  fupprefled 
ftill  more. 

I  began  this  work  in  the  year  1757,  and,  fince  that 
time,  have  never  intermitted  my  labours  to  complete 
it*.  I  Ihould  not  have  undertaken  it,  if,  lefs  capti- 
vated by  the  beauty  of  the  fubjed,  I  .had  confulted 
my  abihties  more  than  my  courage. 

The  table  which  follows  this  advertifement,  will 
fliow  the  chronological  order  which  I  have  obferved. 

*  This  was  written  about  the  latter  end  of  J  788,  when  the  on* 
pnal  was  publi(hed. 
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Bcf.  Chrlft 

V/HAP.  I.  Anacharûs  departs  from  Scythxa,  in  April  of  the 

Year  363 

Chap.  VI.  After  having  made  fome  ^.ij  at  Byzantium,  Lef- 

bos,  and  Thebes,  he  arrives  at  Athens,  March  13,  36a 

Chap.  IX,    He  -goes  to  Corinth,  and  returns  to  Athens, 

April  ift  of  the  fame  year 

Chap.  XII.  &c.  Ho  defcribes  the  city  of  Athens,  and  gives 
the  refait  of  his  inquiries  relative  to  the  government, 
manners,  and  religion  of  the  Athenians,  Same  year 

Chap.  XXII.  He  fets  out  for  Phocis,  April,  361 

Chap.  XXIII.  &c.  He  returns  to  Athens,  and,  after  having 
related  feveral  events  that  had  paffed  from  the  year  361 
to  the  year  357,  he  treats  of  feveral  particulars  relative      ' 
to  the  cuftoms  of  the  Athenians,  the  hiflory  of  the  faien- 
ces, &c. 

Cbap.  XXXIV.  &c.  He  departs  for  Bœotîa,  and  the  nor- 
thern provinces  of  Greece,  357 

Chap.  XXXVII.  He  paffes  the  winter  between ^^57  and 
356  at  Athens,  whence  he  proceeds  to  the  fouthem  pro- 
vinces of  Greece,  March,  356 

Chap.  XXXVIII.  He  is  prcfcnt  at  the  celebration  of  the 

Olympic  gam"fes,  July,  fame  year 

Crap.  LIV.  &c.  He  returns  to  Athens,  where  he  continues 
his  ufual  refearches. 
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9ef.  Chria* 

Chap*  LX«  He  relates  the  remarkable  events  that  hap- 
pened in  Greece  and  Sicily,  from  the  year  357  to  the 
year  354. 

Cbaf.  LXI.  He  fe'ts  out  for  Egypt  and  Perfia*  354 

During  his  abfence,  i^hich  (Tontinnes  eleven  years,  he  re^- 
ceives  feveral  letters  from  Athens,  which  bring  him  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  affairs  of  Greece,  the  enterrife  s  of 
Philip»  and  various  bterefling  fa£ls. 

Cbap.  LX^.*  X^ti-bis  retunv  from  Pctfîa,  he  flndf,,  at  Mity- 
lene,  Ariftotlè,  «rfao  «onftnumcates  to  him  his  l^reatife  on 
Cxovernment,  of  which  Ana^^harfis  makes  an  abridgment,       345 

CHAr.  LXIII.  &c.  He  returns  to  Athens,  where  he  em<* 
,  plo^s  himfelf  in  his  ufual  refearches.  Same  year 

Chap*  LXXII.  &c:  He  makes  a  voyage  to  the  coofl  of 

Afia,  and  feveral  of  the  iflands  of  the  i^gean  fea,  342 

Chap.  LXXVI.  He  is  prefent  at  the  celebration  of  the  fef- 
tivala  of  Delos,  341 

Chap.  LXXX«  He  retarns  to  Athens,  and  continues  his  in* 
qciiries. 

Chap.  LXXXH,  After  the  bttttle  of  Chserooea,  he  returns 
to  ScytUa  337 
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TRAVELS 

II» 

GREECE. 


INTRODUCTION; 


IF  we  may  credit  .ancient  traditions*  the  firft  inhabitants  oi 
Greece  had  no  other  dwellings  than  profound  caverns, 
Ivhich  thej  dnly  quitted  to  difpute  with  the  beads  of  the 
field  their  coarfe  and  frequently  noiious  aliments  *.  United 
at  length  under  daring  chiefs;  they  fotind  their  knowledge, 
their  wants,  and  their  ihisfortûnes  increafè.  A  (ènfe  of  their 
weaknefs  had  rendered  them  wretched,  they  became  really  fo 
from  the  perception  of  their  powers.  War  commenced  j  vio- 
lent paiBons  were  enkindled  ;  and  terrible  was  tht  deftniâioa 
which  enfned.  Torrents  of  blood  were  poured  forth  to  fecure 
the  poflei&oo  of  à  country.  The  viâors  devoured  the  van- 
qaiihed  i  death  hung  over  every  head,  and  vengeance  filled 
every  heart  ^ 

But  whether  it  be  that  man  at  length  wearies  of  his  fero- 
city, or  that  the  climate  of  Gteece^  fooner  or  later,  foftena 


*  Plat,  in  Prot.  vol.  i.  p.  312.  t>iod. 
dk.  Kb.  r.  p.  8.  ax.  Pauf.  lib.  S-  c.  I. 
p.  599.  Macrob.  ia  Somfi.  Sdp.  lib.  %. 
ch.  10. 

^  Soripid.  in  Sifyph  Fragm.  p.  49ft. 
Mofch.  ip.  Stob.JKcl.  PbjC  libr  X.  p«i8. 

Pol  /, 


Athen.  lib.  X4  p.  66a  Sett.  Empir. 
adv.  Rber.  lib.  a.  p.  295.  Cicer.  de 
Invent.  1  i.  th.  ft.  t  i.  p.  24.  Id  Orat. 
pro  Scxt.  ch.  4%  t.  vi.  p  3».  Horat. 
bat.  lib.  I.  fat.  3.  v.  99. 
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■the  charaâer  of  its  inhabitants,  various  hordes  of  favagei 
received  with  open  arms  the  legiflators  who  laboured  to  civi- 
lize them.  Thefe  legiflators  were  Egyptians,  who  had  latelj 
arrived  on  the  coafts  of  Argolis.  Repairing  thither  in  fearch 
of  an  afjlum,  thej  founded  an  empire  *  ;  and  it  was  doubtlefs 
ia  beautiful  and  intereding  fcene  to  behold  favage  and  barba- 
rous tribes  approach,  with  trembling,  the  foreign  colony  ;  ad- 
mire their  peaceful  labours;  fell  their  foreils,  as  ancient  as 
the  world  ;  difcovcr,  under  their  very  feet,  a  foil  before  un- 
known, and  render  it  productive;  fpread  themfelves,  with 
their  flocks,  over  the  plains  ;  and  ultimately  pafs  their  tran- 
quil and  blifsful  days  in  that  peace  and  ferenity  which  have 
befiowed  on  thofe  remote  periods  the  name  of  the  goldek 
yiGE. 

This  revolution  commenced  under  Inachus  ^,  who  brought 
into  Greece  the  firft  Egyptian  colony  %  and  continued  under 
his  fon  Fhoroneus  ^  In  a  fhorffpace  of  time,  the  face  of 
Argolis,  Arcadia,  and  the  adjacent  countties,  was  entirely 
changed  ^. 

About  three  centuries  after,  Gecrops,  Cadmus,  and  Da- 
naus  arrived  ^ }  the  firft  in  Attica,  the  fécond  in  Bœotia,  and 
the  third  in  Argolis.  With  them  they  brought  new  colonies 
of  Egyptians  and  î'hœnlcians.  Induftry  and  the  arts  now 
pafTed  the  boundaries  of  the  Peloponnefus  ;  and  their  progrefs» 
if  we  may  fo  fpeak,  added  new  races  of  men  to  the  humaa 
fpecies. 

Neverthelefs,  a  part  of  the  favages  had  retired  into  the 
mountains,  or  towards  the  northern  regions  of  Greece.  They 
attacked  thefe  riling  focieties  ;  which,  oppofing  valour  to  fe- 
rocity, brought  them  to  receive,  and  render  obedience  to  their 
laws  ;  or  compelled  them  to  fly  to  other  cUmates*  in  fearch  of 
a  wretched  and  fatal  independence. 


^  CaA.  apud  Eufeb.  Chron.  lib.  I. 
p.  II.     Syncell.  p.  64.  124. 
*•  In  1970  before  Chxift. 
^  Freret,  D.f.  de  la  Cbronol.  p.  475. 
'  Paufan,  lib.  s.  chap.    ij.  p.  145- 


Clem.  Alexand.  Cohort,  ad  Gent.  p.  84. 
Tatian.  Orat.  ad  Gra:c.  p.  13 1. 

«  Paufan.  lib.^  p.  6oi. 

*  Cccrops,  in  165  7  before  J.  C  Cad- 
mu»,  in  I J  74-    Danaus,  in  ijS6. 
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The  reign  of  Phoroneus  is  the  inoft  ancient  epocha  of  the 
hiftoiy  of  the  Greeks  '\  as  that  of  Cecrops  is  of  the  hiftory 
of  the  Athenians.  Since  the  reign  of  this  latter  prince,  there 
is  a  fpace  of  twelve  hundred  and  âftj  years,  iR^hich  maj  be 
divided  into  two  intervals  ;  tjie  one  extending  to  ,the  firft 
Olympiad,  the  other  terminating^  with  die  taking  of  Athens 
by  the  Lacedaemonians  ^,  I  ihall  now  proceed  to  relate  the 
principal  events  that  have  occurred  in  both  thefe  periods, 
chiefly  bellowing  my  attention  on  thofe  which  refpeâ  the 
Athenians  ;  and  I  think  it  proper  here  to  apprife  the  reader» 
that,  under  the  former,  the  hiftorical  faâs  and  fictions  of 
fable,  equally  neceiïary  to  be  known  in  order  to  underiland 
the  religion,  the  cuiloms,  and  monuments  of  Greece,  will  be 
indifcriminately  blended  in  my  narrative,  as  they  now  are  in 
all  our  ancient  traditions.  Perhaps,  too,  my  (lyle  may  be 
found  tinâured  with  that  of  the  authors  I  have  confulted. 
When  we  wander  in  the  land  of  fiâion,  it  is  difficult  not  oc- 
cafionally  to  borrow  its  language. 


FIRST   PART. 

The  colony  of  Cecrops  derived  its  origin  from  the  city  of 
Sal's  in  Egypt'.  The  adventurers  who  compofed  it  had 
quitted  the  happy  banks  of  the  Nile,  to  withdraw  themfclves 
from  the  tyranny  of  an  inexorable  conqueror  ;  and,  after  a 
tedious  voyage,  reached  the  fhores  of  Attica,  at  all  times  in- 
habited by  a  people  whom  the  fierce  nations  of  Greece  had 
difdained  to  bring  under  the  yoke.  Their  flerile  fields  offer-* 
ed  no  plunder,  nor  could  their  weaknefs  infpire  any  dread  °'. 
Habituated  to  the  enjoyments  of  peace»  free  without  know- 


I  Plat,  in  Tim.  torn.  iii.  p.  %%.  Clem. 
Alex.  t.  i.  p.  380.  Piio.  lib.  I.  cap.  i6. 
torn.  i.p.  473. 

*  Cecropt,  in  165  7.  Firft  Olympiad, 
in  776.    Tflkiiig  of  Athens,  in  464. 


*  Fiat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  a  I.  Theo- 
pomp.  ap.  Eufcb.  Prxpar.  Eyang.  lib. 
10  No.  10.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1.  p.  Z4. 

»  Thucydid.  lib.  z.  cap.  a*  Kocr* 
Pane^yr.  t.  i.  p.  130. 
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ing  the  value  of  independenccy  rude  rather  than  barbaroufff 
ihej  mull  have  united  themfelves  without  difficulty  to  ilran* 
gers  inftruâed  bj  misfortune.^  In  a  (hort  time,  the  Egyptian» 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Attica  formed  but  one  people  :  but  the 
former  ailumed  over  the  latter^  that  afcendancy,  which  fooner 
or  later  invariably  attends  fuperiority  of  knowledge  i  and  Ce« 
crops^  placed  at  the  head  of  the  united  people,  conceived  the 
noble  defign  of  bellowing  happinefs  on  his  adopted  country. 

The  ancient  pofleflbrs  of  thefe  lands  yearly  faw  a  regular 
foGceffion  of  the  wild  fruits  of  the  oak,  and  relied  on  nature 
for  a  reproduftion  which  fecured  their  annual  fubfiftence* 
Cecrops  prefented  them  with  a  milder  nutriment,  and  taught 
them  to  perpetuate  it.  Various  fpecies  of  grain  ^  were  in«^ 
trufted' to  the  earth*.  The  olive  was  brought  from  Egypt 
into  Attica  ^.  Trees  hitherto  unknown  extended  their  branch* 
es  laden  with  fruit  over  rich  harvefts.  The  inhabitant  of  At- 
tica, led  by  the  example  of  the  Egyptians,^  expert  in  agricul* 
ture,  redoubled  his  efforts,  and  inured  himfelf  to  fatigue^ 
but  he  was  not  yet  Itimulated  by  hopes  fufficiemtly  powerful 
to  mitigate  his  pains,  and  animate  him  in  his  labours* 

Marriage  was  fubjeâed  to  laws^  ;  and  thefe  regtilations,- 
the  fources  of  a  new  order  of  virtues  and  enjoyments,  fuffici« 
ently  evinced  the  advantages  of  decency,  the  attra&ions  of 
modefty,  and  the  defire  of  plea&ig  ;  the  happinefs  of  loving^ 
and  the  necciBty  of  conftancy  in  love.  The  father  heard  the 
fecret  voice  of  nature  in  the  reeefles  of  his  heart  ;  he  heard  it 
in  the  heart  of  his  fpoufe  and  of  his  children.  He  fnrprifed 
himfelf  (bedding  tears,  no  longer  wrung  from  him  by  fuffer* 
ing  ;  and  learnt  to  efteem  himfelf  by  the  exertion  of  fenfibili- 
ty.  Families  foon  became  conneâed  by  alliances  or  mutual 
wants,  and  ties  innumerable  united  every  member  of  fociety* 
The  benefits  they  enjoyed  were  no  longer  confined  to  them- 


^  SchoL  Tzetz.  ad  Heûod.  Oper.  t. 
3».  €tc.  de  Leg.  lib.  2.  cap.  aj.  t.  iii. 
p.  158. 

c  SjnceïL  p.  z j j. 


p  JoÛin«  lib.  %.  cap.  6.  Atben.  lik' 
I3«  P'  SSS'  SuùL  in  Promec  Nonité 
DioDyl.  i.  41.  T.  a86.  SchoL  Ariftoph* 
in  Biat.  ▼.  773* 
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iehres  ;  nor  tbe  fnfferings  from  which  thej  were  exempted 
foreign  to  their  feelings. 

Other  motives  ficilitated  the  praftice  of  moral  and  rdigi« 
cms  duties.  The  firft  Greeks  offered  their  homage  to  gods 
whofe  names  thej  knew  not  ;  and  who,  too  far  removed  from 
mortals,  and  referring  all  their  power  to  regulate  the  pro- 
greb  of  the  nniverfe,  only  made  known  fome  few  of  their 
liipreme  commands,  on  rare  occafions,  in  the  little  diAriâ  of 
Dodona  in  Epirus  *.  The  foreign  colonies  beftowed  on  thefe 
deities  the  names  thej  were  known  bj  in  Egypt,  in  Ljbia  % 
nnd  Phoenicia  ;  attributing  to  each  of  them  a  limited  empire, 
and  peculiar  funâions  :  the  citj  of  Argos  was  particnlarlj 
confecrated  to  Juno  *  ;  that  of  Athens  to  Minerva  *  ;  that  of 
Thebes  to  Bacchus  \  By  this  flight  addition  to  the  religi- 
ous worihip  of  the  country,  the  gods  feemed  to  become  more 
immediately  conneâed  with  Greece,  and  to  fliare  its  pro- 
vinces among  them«  The  people  believed  them  more  acceC- 
^ble,  by  fuppofing  them  lefs  powerful,  and  lefs  occupied. 
They  found  the  gods  prefent  with  them  on  every  fide  ;  and, 
certain  henceforward  of  fecuring  their  attrition,  they  con- 
ceived a  more  elevated  idea  of  human  nature» 

Cecrops  multiplied  the  objeâs  of  public  veneration.  He 
invoked  the  fovereign  of  the  gods  under  the  title  of  the  Mod 
High  *•  He  ereâed  numerous  temples  and  altars  }  but  pro- 
hibited the  ihedding  pf  the  blood  of  viâims,  whether  to  pre- 
ferve  the  animals  deftined  to  agriculture,  or  to  infpire  his  fub- 
jefts  with  horror  for  a  barbarous  fcene  exhibited  in  Arcadia  '• 
A  man,  a  king,  the  ferocious  Lycaon,  had  recently  facrificed 
an  infant  to  thofe  gods,  whom  "^e  cannot  but  offend  when  we 
violate  the  diâates  of  natii^e*  The  homage  offered  them  by 
Cecrops  was  more  worthy  of  their  benignity  :  his  offerings 


4  Herodot.  lib.  %.  cap.  js* 
'  Id.  lib.  %  cap.  5a 
*  Hygin  Fab.  143.    Laâ.  ad  Stat 
Vuh.l  I. ▼.541 J  1  4  T-jSc- 
4p«IL  L3.  f.  sa;.  SjDcdJ.  p.  t^3* 


»  Herodot.  lib.  %,  cap.  49.    R-eret, 
Dcf.  de  la  Chronologic,  p.  319. 
^  Mctirf.  de  Reg.  Athen.  1.  i.  c.  9, 
'  Paaikmat,  lib-  8  c«p.  %,  p.  ^00. 

A  iij 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


C  TRAVELS  IN  ORESCE. 

were  ears  of  corn  or  grain,  the  firft  fruits  of  the  barvefts  with 
which  thej  enriched  Attica  ;  and  cakes,  the  tribute  of  that 
induftrj,  the  value  of  which  his  fubjeâs  now  began  to 
know. 

In  all  the  inftitutions  of  Cecrops,  wifdom  and  humanitj 
ihone  confpicuous.  The  end  of  fome  was  to  procure  his  fub*- 
jeâs  a  tranquil  life,  and  to  enfure  to  them  honour  and  vene- 
ration, even  beyond  the  grave.  He  ordained  that  thej  ihould 
depoflt  their  mortal  remains  in  the  bofom  of  the  common  mo« 
ther  of  all  mankind,  and  that  the  earth  that  covered  them 
ihould  immediately  be  fown,  that  the  huibandman  might  not 
be  deprived  of  any  portion  of  the  foil  ^.  The  relations  of 
the  deceafed,  with  their  heads  decorated  with  a  crown,  gave 
a  funeral  repaft  ;  at  which,  without  liftening  to  the  voice  of 
flattery  or  friendfhip,  the  memory  of  the  virtuous  man  was 
honoured,  and  a  fiigma  fixed  upon  the  wicked.  By  this  in- 
llrudlive  cuftom,  the  people  were  taught,  that  the  man  who 
afpired  to  preferve,  after  his  death,  a  fécond  life  in  the  pub- 
lic eileem,  muft  at  lead  wifli  to  leave  a  reputation  for  which 
his  children  might  have  no  caufe  to  blulh. 

The  fame  wifdom  may  be  obferved  in  the  inftitution  of  a 
tribunal  which  appears  to  have  been  ereâed  towards  the  lat- 
ter years  of  the  reign  of  this  prince,  or  at  the  beginning  of 
that  of  his  fucceflbr  '  ;  I  mean  the  fenate  of  Areopagus,^ 
which,  from  its  firft  eftabliihment,  never  pronounced  a  judg- 
ment that  gave  juft  occafion  for  complaint  ^,  and  more  than 
any  thing  contributed  to  give  the  firft  ideas  of  juftice  to  the 
Greeks  ^. 

Had  Cecrops  been  the  author  of  thefe  memorable  infiitu<« 
tions,  and  of  various  others  which  he  employed  to  inftruâ; 
and  civilize  the  Athenians,  he  would  have  been  the  firft  of 
legiflators,  and  the  greateft  of  mortals  ;  but  they  were  the 
work  of  a  whole  nation,  attentive   to  bring  them  to  perfect 

▼  Cic.  dc  Leg.  lib.  a.  cap.  aj.  t.  iii.  I       ■  Demofth.  m  Ariftoc  p.  735. 
P  158:  ^  iEli^n.  Var.  Hiik.  ]Jh.  3.  cap.  38. 

*  Alannor.  Ozon.  epoch.  3.  p.  3481 
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tîon  for  a  long  ferles  of  ages.  Thej  were  brought  by  him 
from  Egypt;  and  the  effeâ  they  produced  was  fo  fpeedy,  that 
Attica  was  foon  peopled  by  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants  ^, 
who  were  divided  into  four  tribes  ^. 

So  rapid  a  progrefs  attracted  the  attention  of  the  hordes 
who  lived  only  by  rapine.  Pirates  landed  on  the  coafts  of  At- 
tica \  while  the  Bœotians  ravaged  the  frontiers  %  and  fpread 
terror  on  every  fide.  Gecrops  availed  himfelf  of  thefe  in- 
roads,  to  induce  his  fubjeâs  to  colleâ  their  habitations,  then 
fcattered  over  the  country,  and  to  fecure  them  by  a  wall  a« 
gainfl  the  depredations  they  had  lately  fufiered.  The  founda- 
tions of  Athens  were  laid  upon  the  hill  where  the  citadel  is 
ftill  to  be  feen  ^.  Eleven  other  towns  were  prefently  built  in 
different  places  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  feizcd  with  confterna- 
tion,  facrificed  what  they  muft  have  held  mod  dear,  without 
reluftance.  They  renounced  the  freedom  of  the  rural  life  ^, 
and  fhut  themfelves  up  within  walls  ;  which  they  would  have 
confidered  as  the  abode  of  flavery,  had  they  not  been  com- 
pelled to  have  reconrfe  to  them  as  the  afylum  of  weaknefs. 
Proteâed  by  their  ramparts,  they  were  the  firft  of  the  Greeks 
to  lay  down,  during  peace,  thofe  deftruftive  arms,  which  for- 
merly they  had  never  quitted  *. 

Cecrops  died  after  a  reign  of  fifty  years  ^  He  had  efpoufed 
the  daughter  of  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Attica  ^^ 
by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  whofe  death  he  lived  to  fee  ;  and  three 
daughters,  to  whom  the  Athenians  afterwards  decreed  divine 
honours  ^  His  tomb  is  ftill  preferved  in  the  temple  of  Mi- 
nerva ^  ;  and  his  memory  perpetuated,  in  indelible  charaâers, 


«  Philoc.  ap.  Schol.  Find.  Olymp. 
od.  9.  ▼.  68 

^  Steph.  in  A»r.  Poll.  lib.  S.  cap.  9. 
lea.  109.    Euûath.  in  Dionjf.  v.  423. 

*  Philoch.  apud  ,Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  397. 

'  Piin.  lib.  7.  cap.  56.  t.  L  p.  413. 
JEnftath.  in  Dionyf.  v.  413.  EtjmoL 
Mapi.  in  £«r«»^. 


>  Phtloch.  apttd  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  397. 
^  Thucydid.  lib.  i.  cap.  6. 

*  Suid.  in  Promet.^ 

^  Apollodor.  Ub.  3.  p.  239* 

*  Herod,  lib.  8.  cap.  $^,     Paiifan. 
lib.  I.  cap.  18.  a;.    Etymol  in  A^fi^, 

"*  Antioch.  ap.  Clem,  ^exand.  t.  i« 
P-  39- 
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in  the  conflellation  of  Aquarius,  which  has  been  confecrated 
to  him  **• 

After  Cecrops,  reigned  (even teen  princes,  during  the  fpace 
of  about  five  hundred  and  fixcjr^fivo  jears,  the  laft  of  whom 
was  Codrus. 

The  greateft  part  of  thefe  merit  not  the  attention  of  pofte^ 
fitjT;  and,  in  faft,  what  matters  it  that  fome  of  them  wero 
deprived  hy  their  fuçceflbrs  of  the  dignity  they  had  ufurped, 
and  that  the  names  of  others  have  efcaped  by  chance  from 
oblivion  ?  Let  us  feek,  in  the  hiftory  of  their  reigns,  thofc 
peculiarities  which  fuuft  have  had  an  influence  on  the  cha« 
iraâer  of  the  nation,  or  have  contributed  to  its  happioels» 

Under  the  reigns  of  Cecrops  and  of  his  fucceSbr  Cranaus, 
the  inhabitants  of  Attica  enjoyed  an  almoft  continual  peace* 
Accufiomed  to  the  fweets  and  obligations  of  focietj,  thej  ftu« 
died  their  duties  in  their  wants,  and  formed  their  manners 
from  example* 

Their  knowledge,  increafed  bj  fuch  intimate  conneâions, 
was  ftill  more  improved  by  commerce  witli  the  adjoining  na« 
tipns.  Some  years  after  Cecrops,  the  light  of  the  £a(l  pene» 
trated  into  Bœotia.  Cadmus,  at  the  head  of  a  Fhœnioiaii 
colony,  brought  thither  the  mod  fublime  of  all  the  arts— that 
of  preferving,  by  a  few  fimple  lines,  the  fugitive  founds  of 
fpeech,  and  the  moft  fubtle  operations  of  the  mind  \  Tho 
Invention  of  letters,  introduced  into  Attica,  was  there  foon 
after  employed  to  preferve  the  memory  of  remarkable  events. 

We  cannot  pretend  to  fix,  with  any  degree  of  precifion, 
the  time  in  which'  other  arts  were  difcovered,  and  can  only 
build  on  traditions*  Under  the  reign  of  Erichthonius,  the 
colony  of  Cecrops  accuftomed  horfes,  already  docile  to  the 
bit,  to  draw  wheel  carriages  ^  ;  and  profited  by  the  labour  of 


*  Hygin.  Poet.  AÛrooeçi.  lib.  s. 
cap  29. 

o  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  58.  Luca^. 
lib.  3.  ▼.  a20.  Bochart.  Gco^.  Sacr. 
lib.  X.  cap.  20. 


P  PUn.  lib.  7.  cap  56.  t.  i.  p.  416» 
^liao.  Hift.  Var  lib.  3.  cap.  38.  Ari« 
fiid.  in  Minerv.  Or  at.  t.  i.  p.  sa*  VÎT» 
gil.  Gcorg.  lib.  3.  v.  X13. 
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l>ees,  which  ufefiit  nu:e  of  infeâs  tbey  carefully  preGenred  on 
mount  Hjmettus  \  Under  Pandion,  thejr  made  new  progreb 
in  agriculture  ^.;  but  a  long  drought  having  deftrojed  the 
hopes  of  the  fauibandman,  the  harvefis  of  Egypt  fupplied  the 
wants  of  the  colony  *,  which  thence  contraâed  a  tafte  fof 
cooaoiercc.  Erechtheos,  his  fucceâbr,  rendered  his  reign  iU 
loftrious  by  ufeful  inftitutions  <  ;  and  the  Athenians  dedicated 
a  temple  to  him  after  his  death  ^» 

Thefe  fucceffive  difcoverics  redoubled  the  aâivity  of  the 
people  ;  and,  by  procuring  them  abundance,  prepared  the 
way  for  their  corruption  :  for,  no'  fooner  did  they  perceive 
that  the  enjoyments  of  life  may  be  increafed,  by  calling  in 
the  aid  of  art  to  nature,  than  the  awakened  pafCons  hurried 
them  eagerly  towards  this  new  image  of  happioefs.  Blind 
imitation,  that  powerful  motive  of  the  greater  part  of  human 
aâions,  and  which  at  firil  had  only  excited  a  gentle  and  bene- 
ficent emulation,  foon  produced  the  love  of  diminuions,  the 
defire  of  preference,  jealoufy,  and  hatred.  The  principal  cu 
tizeos,  aâing  on  thefe  various  fprings  at  their  pleafure,  filled 
the  ftate  with  difienfions,  and  direâed  their  ambitious  views 
to  the  throne.  Amphiâyon  obliged  Cranaus  to  abdicate  the 
fovereignty,  and  was  himfelf  compelled  to  furrender  his  crown 
to  Erichthonius  *• 

In  proportion  as  the  kingdom  of  Athens  acquired  (trength, 
thole  of  Argos,  Arcadia,  Lacedsemoo,  Corinth,  Sicyon,  Thebes, 
Theflaly,  and  Epiras,  were  feen  gradually  to  become  more 
powerful,  and  in  various  revolutions  aâ  their  part  on  the 
fiage  of  the  world. 

In  the  mean  time,  ancient  barbarifm  again  made  its  appear- 
ance,  in  contempt  of  laws  and  manners  ^.  Men  of  extraordi- 
nary bodily  Arengtb  arofe  at  intervals,  who  infefled  the  high- 


«    WUT\M 

I   de  Re  Roftic  lib.  9 

"  Herod.  lib.  8.  cap.  55.     Cic.  de 

cap.» 

Nat  Dc<.r.  lib  3  cjp.  19.  t.  îi.  p.  303. 

'  M.  :r 

Rrgrîb.  Athen.  I.  %.  c.  2 

Paufao.  lib.  I.  cap.  26.  p.  63. 

•  D      ■  : 

•»ic.  lib.  I   p.  %S' 

■  Paufan.  lib.  x.  cap.  %.  p.  7. 

I ^ 

-bid.   Mcurfius,  ibid.  c.  7. 
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ways  to  attack  paflengers,  and  cruel  princes»  who  infliâed 
lingering  and  painful  punifhments  on  the  innocent.  But  na- 
ture, which  incefiantlj  balances  evil  with  good,  to  deftroj 
thefe  fcourges,  gave  birth  to  men  ftill  ftronger  than  the  for- 
mer, no  lefs  powerful  than  the  latter,  and  more  jufl  than 
either.  Thefe  travelled  over  Greece,  and  freed  it  from  the 
violence  both  of  kings  and  individuals  :  thej  appeared  to  the 
Greeks  as  beings  of  a  fuperior  order  ;  and  that  infant  people, 
no  lefs  extravagant  in  their  gratitude  than  in  their  fears,  re- 
warded the  lead  exploits  with  fo  much  glorj,  that  the  ho- 
nour of  protecting  them  became  the  firft  ambition  of  noble 
minds. 

This  kind  of  heroifm,  unknown  to  fucceeding  ages,  and 
flrange  to  other  nations,  yet  the  beft  adapted  to  conciliate  the 
motives  of  pride  with  the  interefl  of  humanity,  fhone  forth 
in  every  part  of  Greece,  and  exercifed  itfelf  in  a  thoufand 
various  ways.  Did  fome  ferocious  beaft,  iiTuing  from  the 
recefles  of  the  woods,  fpread  terror  through  the  plains,  the 
hero  of  the  diftrift  held  it  to  be  his  duty  to  triumph  over 
the  monfler,  in  view  of  a  people  who  ftill  confidered  ftrength 
as  the  firft  of  qualities,  and  courage  as  the  fublimeft  virtue. 
Sovereigns  themfelves,  flattered  with  annexing  to  their  titles 
the  pre-eminence  of  a  merit  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation  in 
their  age,  engaged  in  combats,  which,  by  giving  proof  of 
their  bravery,  feemed  to  add  legitimacy  to  their  power.  But 
prefently  they  became  enamoured  of  the  dangers  they  had 
heretofore  contented  themfelves  with  not  dreading.  ^  They 
went  to  court  them  at  a  diftance,  or  promoted  them  around 
their  perfons  ;  and  as  virtues  expofed  to  praifes  arc  but  too 
liable  to  become  enfeebled,  their  bravery,  degenerating  into 
temerity,  changed  its  objeS  no  lefs  than  its  charader.  Their 
enterprifes  were  no  longer  diredled  by  the  good  of  the  people  j 
every  thing  was  facrificed  to  violent  paffions,  and  impunity 
redoubled  their  licentioufnefs.  The  hand  which  had  lately 
dragged  a  tyrant  from  his  throne,  dcfpoiled  a  juft  prince  of 
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the  wealth  he  had  inherited  from  his  fathers,  or  raviflied  from 
him  a  qneen  diftingaiihed  for  her  beautj.  The  hiftorj  of  the 
andent  heroes  is  fuUied  by  thefe  difgraceful  ftains. 

A  namber  of  thefe  ad'trentarous  chiefs,  known  by  the  name 
of  Argonauts  *,  formed  the  projedl  of  making  a  voyage  to  a 
diftant  country,  to  gain  pofTeffion  of  the  treafures  of  ^ëtes, 
king  of  Colchis  ^.  This  could  not  be  effected  but  by  tra- 
verfing  unknown  feas,  and  perpetually  braving  new  dangers  : 
but  having  already  fignalized  themfelves  individually  by  fo 
many  heroic  achievements,  they  concluded,  and  were  juftified 
by  the  event,  that  by  forming  a  communion  of  interefls  they 
ihould  prove  invincible.  Amongft  thefe  heroes,  we  find  Jafon, 
who  feduced  and  carried  off  Medea,  the  daughter  of  JEëtts^ 
but  loft,  during  his  abfence,  the  throne  of  TheiTaly,  to  which 
his  birth  entitled  him  ;  Caflor  and  Pollux,  fons  of  Tyndarus, 
king  of  Sparta,  celebrated  for  their  valour,  and  ftill  more  ce- 
lebrated for  a  fraternal  union  confecrated  by  altars  ;  Felens, 
king  of  Pbthiotis,  who  would  have  beea  confidered  as  a  great 
man,  had  not  his  fon  Achilles  been  ilill  greater  than  himfelf  ; 
the  poet  Orpheus,  who  (hared  thofe  labours  he  alleviated  by 
his  fongs  ;  and  laftly,  Hercules,  the  moil  illuilrious  of  mor« 
tab,  and  firft  of  the  demi-gods  ^. 

The  whole  earth  is  filled  with  the  renown  of  the  name, 
and  the  monuments  of  the  glory  of  the  lad.  He  was  de- 
fcended  from  the  kings  of  Argos  :  fable  indeed  tells  us  he 
was  the  fon  of  Jupiter  and  Alcmena,  wife  of  Amphitryon  ; 
that  the  Nemean  lion  ^,  the  bull  of  Crete,  the  wild  boar  of 
£rymanthusy  the  Lernsean  hydra,  and  monflers  ftill  more  fe- 
rocious, fell  beneath  his  arm*  He  alfo  was  the  conqueror  of 
Bufi[ris,  king  of  Egypt,  who  bafely  polluted  his  hands  with 
the  blood  of  ftrangers  ;  Antaeus  of  Libya,  who  only  delayed 
their  deaths  till  he  had  vanquilbed  them  in  wreftling  $  the 


*  Toward  the  year  1360  before  J. 
C 

"  Homer.  OdylT.  lib.  12.  v.  70.  Schol 
ibid.  Herodot.  Ub.  4.  cap.  145.  Diodor. 
§ic«  L  4.  p.  245.    Apoliod.  1.  I.  p.  53. 


ApoUoa.  Argon,  ^c. 

'  Diod.  lib.  4.  p.  223.    Apollon. 
Argon,  lib.  i.  p.  494. 

T  Apoliod.  lib.  %.  p-  XC9,  &C. 
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giants  of  SicSy,  the  Centaurs  of  Theflaly,  and  all  the  rob* 
krs  of  the  earth,  whofe  limits  he  drove  backward  to  the 
weft  *,  as  Bacchus  had  fixed  them  to  the  eaft.  He  is  faid 
Ukewife  to  have  opened  mountains  to  unite  nations  }  to  have 
dug  ftraits  to  intermingle  feas  ;  to  have  triumphed  over  hell, 
and  to  have  given  viâory  to  the  gods  in  their  combats  with 
the  giants. 

His  hifiory  is  a  feries  of  prodigies,  or  rather,  it  is  the  hif« 
torj  of  all  thofe  who  have  borne  the  fame  name,  and  under- 
gone the  fame  labours  with  himfelf '•  Tradition  has  magni- 
fied their  exploits  ;  and  bj  uniting  them  in  one  man,  as  well 
as  bj  afcribing  to  him  alone  all  the  great  enterprifes,  the  au- 
thors of  which  are  unknown,  has  beftowed  on  him  a  fplen- 
door  that  feems  to  refleâ  luftre  oo  the  human  fpeciea.  For 
the  Hercules  men  adored  is  a  phantom  of  greatnefs,  elevated 
between  earth  and  heaven,  as  it  were  to  fill  up  the  interval. 
The  real  Hercules  differed  from  other  men  only  hj  hia 
ftrength,  and  refembled  the  gods  of  the  Greeks  only  bj  his 
infirmities  :  the  good  and  evil  he  performed  in  his  frequent 
expeditions  obtained  him  a  'celebritj  during  his  life,  which 
gave  Greece  a  new  defender  in  the  perfon  of  Thefeus* 

This  prince  was  the  fon  of  Ageus,  king  of  Athens,  and 
of  ^thra,  daughter  of  the  fage  Pittheus,  who  reigned  at 
Trœrene,  He  was  educated  in  that  citj,  where  the  fame  of 
the  illuftrious  deeds  of  Hercules  filled  him  with  emulation  i 
he  liftened  to  the  recital  of  them  with  an  ardour  the  more 
anxious,  as  he  was  united  to  that  hero  bj  the  ties  of  confan- 
guinity  ;  and  his  impatient  foul  panted  to  overleap  the  bar- 
riers bj  which  he  was  confined  ^«  A  fpacious  field  now  open- 
ed to  his  wiflies.  Robbers  once  more  began  to  make  their 
appearance  ;  and  monfters  again  iflued  from  their  forefls  ; 
for  Hercules  was  in  Lydia, 


*  Plat,  io  Ph«d.  t  Î.  p.  T09.  I  500.    T  cit.  Ann.  UK  %.  cap.  ^ 

*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  3.  p.  20S.    Cicero         ^  Plut,  in  Thc(  t.  i.  p.  3. 


it  Nat  Dcor.  lib.  3.  cap.  z6.  t.  iL  ^ . 
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To  gntîfy  this  ardent  courage,  ^thra  difcovers  to  her  foa 
Ae  kcttt  of  his  birth.  She  cooduâs  him  to  an  enormous 
rocky  which  ihe  commands  him  to  raife  *  :  he  there  finds  a 
fword,  and  other  tokens  of  his  birth,  bj  which  he  was  one 
d«7  to  be  recognifed  by  his  father.  Furnifhed  with  thefe,  h^ 
takes  the  road  of  Athens  ;  in  vain  do  his  mother  and  hia 
grand&ther  perfuade  him  to  go  thither  by  fea  ;  the  counfeb 
of  prudence  offend  him  no  lefs  than  the  fuggeftions  of  timi- 
dity ;  he  prefers  the  path  of  danger  and  of  glory,  and  quick« 
ly  arrives  at  the  haunts  of  Sinis  ^.  It  was  the  praâice  of  this 
cruel  man  to  fatten  thofe  whom  he  had  overcome  to  the 
branches  of  trees,  which  being  forcibly  bent  down,,  fprang  upt 
laden  with  the  bleeding  limbs  of  the  unhappy  fufferers.  Fur- 
ther on,  Sciron  had  taken  poilèffion  of  a  narrow  path  over  a 
monnCain,  whence  he  precipitated  travellers  into  the  fea» 
Still  further,  Procruftes  extended  them  on  a  bed,  the  length 
of  which  muft  be  the  exaâ  meafure  of  their  bodies,  which 
he  (hortened  or  lengthened  by  dreadful  torments  *•  Thefeus 
attacked  thefe  barbarous  robbera,  and  put  them  to  death  bj 
die  cruelties  they  had  themfelves  invented. 

After  multiplied  confliâs  and  fucceffes,  he  arrived  at  hia 
father's  court;  at  that  time  diftraâed  by  violent  diiTenfions, 
which  threatened  the  fovereign.  The  Pallantides,  a  powerful 
family  of  Athens  -^,  faw  with  regret  the  fceptre  in  the  hands 
of  an  old  man,  who,  as  they  alleged,  had  neither  the  right 
nor  the  power  to  wield  it  ;  with  their  contempt,  they  openly 
czprefled  their  hope  of  his  approaching  death,  and  their  de« 
fire  of  participating  in  his  fpoils.  The  prefence  of  Thefeus 
difconcerted  their  projeâs  ;  and  left  ^geus,  by  adopting  this 
flranger,  ihonld  find  an  avenger  and  legitimate  heir,  they  in« 
fnfed  into  him  all  the  motives  of  miftruft,  of  which  a  weak 
mind  is  fufceptible  :  but  when  on  the  point  of  immolating  his 


c  Pint.  ibid,  et  Paufan.  1.  I.  c  a;. 
*  Plut,  in  Thef.  t.  i.  p.  4*     Diodor. 
ric  lib.  4.  p.  %6%.    ApoUod;  lib.  3. 


«  Flat.  ibid.  p.  5.   Biod.  lib.  4.  pag. 
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(ot\f  lEgtxxs  recognized  him,  and  made  him  known  to  his 
people.  The  Pallantides  revolt  ;  Thefeus  dîfperfes  them  ^, 
and  inftantlj  flies  to  the  plains  of  Marathon,  which  had  beea 
for  fome  years  ravaged  by  a  wild  bull  \  He  attacked,  and 
having  conquered  and  bound  the  ferocious  animal,  exhibited 
him  in  triumph  to  the  Athenians,  no  lefs  ailoniflied  at  the 
fuccefs,  than  terrified  at  the  dangers  of  the  combat. 

Another  event  foon  raifed  their  admiration  to  its  utmoft 
height.  Minos,  king  of  Crete,  accufed  them  of  having  put 
to  death  his  fon  Andrdgeus,  and  compelled  them  bj  force  to 
deliver  him,  at  flated  intervals  *,  a  certain  number  of  youths 
and  maidens  ^  Thefe  were  to  be  chofen  by  lot,  and  their 
deftiny  was  death  or  flavery.  It  was  now  the  third  time  that 
the  pledges  of  their  affedion  were  to  be  torn  from  their  un« 
happy  parents.  All  Athens  was  in  tears,  but  Thefeus  reviv- 
ed her  hopes.  He  undertook  to  free  the  city  from  this  odious 
tribute  ;  andt  to  accomplifh  the  noble  projeâ,  voluntarily  en- 
rolled himfelf  in  the  number  of  the  viâims,  and  embarked 
for  Crete. 

The  Athenians  relate,  that  it  was  the  cruel  praftice  of  Mi- 
nos to  fliut  up  his  tributary  vi6tims,  the  moment  he  received 
them,  in  a  labyrinth,  where  they  were  foon  after  devoured 
by  the  minotaur,  a  monl^'Cr  half  a  man  and  half  a  bull,  the 
offspring  of  the  infamous  amours  of  Pafiphaë,  queen  of 
Crete  ^  ;  they  add,  that  Thefeus  having  flain  the  minotaur, 
brought  back  the  young  Athenians,  and  was  accompanied  on 
bis  return  by  Ariadne,  daughter  of  Minos,  who  ailided  him 
in  cfcaping  from  the  labyrinth,  and  whom  he  abandoned  on 
the  fhores  of  Naxos.  The  Cretans,  on  the  contrary,  allege, 
that  the  Athenian  hoftages  were  deftined  to  the  viâors  in  the 


s  Plat.  ibid.  p.  é.  Paufan.  lib.  i. 
c.  28.  p.  70. 

*"  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  %6i.  Plut.  C. 
2.  p.  6. 

♦  Every  year,  according  to  Apollo- 
dorus,  lib.  3.  p.  253  ;  every  feveoth 
yeaTj  according  to  Piodorus,  lib.  4-  p* 


263  ;  every  ninth  year,  as  Plutarch. 
tcUs  us,  in  Thef.  t.  i.  p.  6. 

^  Diod.  Sic.  ibid.  p.  264.  PIuC 
ibid. 

^  Ifocr.  Helen.  Encom.t.  ii.  p.  117. 
Plut.  t.  i.  p.  6.  Apollod.  lib.  3.  p.  353, 
ctalii. 
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celebrated  games  in  honour  of  Androgens  ;  thatThefeuSi  har- 
ing  obtained  permifGon  to  enter  the  lifts,  overcame  Taurus, 
general  of  the  troops  of  Minos,  and  that  this  prince  had  the 
generofity  to  do  juftice  to  his  valour,  and  pardon  the  Athe- 
nians. 

The  teftimony  of  the  Cretans  is  more  conformable  to  the 
charaâer  of  a  prince  renowned  for  his  juftice  and  his  wif- 
dom  :  the  Athenian  account  poi&blj  originates  in  their  eter- 
nal hatred  of  the  conquerors  bj  whom  they  hsfve  been  hum- 
bled '  'y  but  both  thefe  opinions  equally  prove,  that  Thefeus 
delivered  his  nation  from  a  fliameful  fervitude  ;  and  that,  by 
expofing  his  life,  he  merited  the  throne  left  vacant  by  the 
death  of  ^geus. 

Scarcely  had  he  afcended  it,  before  he  formed  the  plan  of 
fetting  bounds  to  his  authority,  and  eftablilhing  a  more  re- 
gular and  ftable  form  of  government  "'•  The  twelve  cities  of 
Attica,  founded  by  Cecrops,  were  become  fo  many  republics, . 
each  of  which  had  its  particular  magiftrates  and  chiefs  almoft 
independent  °,  whofe  interefts  clafliing  continually,  produced 
frequent  wars  :  and  though  imminent  dangers  fometimes  ob- 
liged them  to  have  recourfe  to  the  proteâion  of  the  fovereign, 
the  fucceedisg  calm  foon  awakened  their  ancient  jealoufies. 
The  royal  authority  fluâuating  between  defpotifm  and  degra- 
dation,  alternately  infpired  terror  or  contempt  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  vice  of  a  conftitution,  the  nature  of  which  was 
not  exaâly  underftood  either  by  prince  or  fubjeâs,  had  no 
means  whatever  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  extremity 
of  flavery,  or  the  excefs  of  licentioufuefs. 

Thefeus  formed  his  plan  ;  and,  fuperior  even  to  minute 
obftacles,  took  upon  himfelf  its  execution  in  detail.  He  tra- 
verfed  the  different  diftrifts  of  Attica,  and  endeavoured  every 
where  to  infinuate  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  the  people,  who 

»  Plut.  t.  i.  p.  7.  I  Thcf.  p.  10. 

■»  Demofth.  in  Near.  p.  S73.    U#cr.  I      »  Thucjdid.  lib.  %  cap.  IJ. 
Helen.  Encom.  t.  ii.  p.  130.    Plut.  in  ( 
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vrith  ardour  received  a  projeâ  which  feemed  to  reftote  id 
them  their  primitive  liberty  ;  but  the  «wealthier  dafs,  fearing 
to  lofe  the  authoritj  they  had  ufurped»  and  apprehenfive  of 
feeing  a  kind  of  equality  eftablifhed  between  all  ranks  of  ci- 
tizeoSi  murmured  at  an  innovation  which  diminiihed  the 
royal  prerogative  :  not  daring,  however,  openly  to  oppofc  the 
will  of  a  prince,  who  was  endeavouring  to  obtain  by  perfoa- 
fion  what  he  might  ezaft  by  force^  they  confeiited,  but  widi 
m  fecret  determination  to  prdteft  againft  the  meafure  wheti 
circumftances  might  be  more  favourable. 

It  was  now  determined  that  Athens  fliould  be  the  metro^ 
polis  and  centre  of  the  ftate  ;  that  the  fenates  of  the  cities 
ihould  be  abolitbed  ;  that  the  legiflative  power  fhould  refide 
in  the  general  aflembly  of  the  nation^  divided  into  three 
claiTes,  the  nobles»  the  huibandmen,  and  the  artificers  ;  that 
the  firft  magiftrates,  chofen  out  of  the  former,  fliould  have 
the  fuperintendence  of  the  facfed  rites,  and  be  the  .interpret- 
ers of  the  laws  $  that  the  different  orders  of  citizens  fliould 
form  a  mutual  balance,  the  firft  having  in  its  fitvour  thé 
fplendour  of  dignities,  the  fécond  the  impoitance  of  fervic^s^ 
and  the  third  the  fuperiority  of  number  ^.  It  was  determin- 
ed, in  fine,  that  Thefens,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Republic, 
fliould  be  the  defender  of  the  laws  it  might  ctizâ,  and  the 
general  of  the  troops  deftined  to  its  defence. 

By  thefe  difpofitions,  the  government  of  Athens  became  ef« 
fentially  democratic  p,  and,  harmonizing  happily  with  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Athenians,  maintained  that  form,  notwithftand- 
îng  the  alterations  it  underwent  in  the  time  of  Pififtratus  ^«i 
Thefeus  inftitnted  a  folemiî  feflival,  the  ceremooies  of  which 
preferve  the  memory  of  the  union  of  the  different  peoplie  of 
Attica  ^  He  ereâed  tribunal  for  the  magiftrates  ;  he  en- 
larged the  capital,  and  embelliflied  it  as  far  as  the  imperfeâioa 

•  I^lnt.  in  Thef.  t.  i.  p.  ix.  I      «  Paufan.  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  p.  9. 

P  Demofth.  in  Ne«r.  p.  873.  Eurip.  I      '  Thucydid.  lib.  %  c.  15.    Ptat  t:  u 
in  Suppl.  T.  404^    ,  I  P*  IX    Steph.  in  Athau 
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of  tbè  arts  at  that  time  would  permit.  Strangers,  invited  to 
Ijecome  citizens,  flocked  thither  from  all  parts,  and  were  in- 
corporated with  the  ancient  inhabitants*.  He  added  the  ter- 
xitoij  of  Megara  to  the  country  ;  he  placed  a  column  on  the. 
ifthmus  of  Corinth,  as  a  boundary  between  Attica  and 
Feloponnefus  ^,  and  revived,  near  this  pillar,  the  Ifthmian 
games,  in  imitation  of  thofe  lately  inftituted  by  Hercules  at 
Olympia. 

Every  thing  now  feemed  favourable  to  his  views  :  he  go- 
verned a  free  people  ^,  retained  in  obedience  by  hij  modera- 
tion and  his  bounties  ;  he  diâated  laws  of  peace  and  huma- 
nity to  the  neighbouring  nations  ',  and  enjoyed  a  foretafte  of 
that  profound  veneration  with  which  fucceeding  ages  gra- 
dually honour  the  memory  of  great  men. 

Still,  however,  was  he  not  equal  to  the  complete  accom- 
pliihment  of  his  glorious  undertaking.  He  grew  weary  of 
the  peaceful  homage  he  received^  and  of  the  mild  virtues 
vhich  were  its  fource.  Two  circumftances  efpecially  con- 
tributed to  increafe  his  difguft.  His  emulation,  which  con- 
tinually watched  the  renowned  achievements  of  Hercules  ^, 
was  again  excited  by  the  new  exploits  with  which  that  hero 
had  fignalized  his  return  into  Greece.  On  the  other  fide, 
Pirithous,  fon  of  Ixion,  and  fovereign  of  part  of  Tbeflaly, 
either  to  make  trial  of  the  conrage  of  Thefeus,  or  to  induce 
him  to  quit  his  tranquil  conrfe  of  life,  conceived  a  projeâ 
fuitable  to  the  geni|;is  of  the  ancient  heroes.  He  carried  off 
from  the  plains  of  Marathon  the  flocks  of  the  king  of 
Athens  *  ;  and  when  Thefeus  appeared  to  revenge  the  injury, 
Pirithous  ftemed  ftruck  with  a  fecret  admiration,  and  offering 
him  his  hand  in  fign  of  peace,  *^  Be  my  judge,"  faid  he  ; 
«*  what  fattsfaaion  do  you  demand  ?" — "  That,"  faid  The- 


*  Plat.  ibid.    Thucydid.  lib.  x.  cap, 
3.    Scbol.  ibid. 

^  Plut.  ibid.    Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  394. 
^  llocr.  Hcl<a.  Encom.  c.  ii.  p.  i^i. 


'  Paufan.  lib.  i.  c.  Jp.  p.  94.  Plat, 
in  Thcf.  t.  i.  p.  24. 

y  Diodor.  lib.  4.  p.  %6%.  Ifocr.  Hot 
IcD.  Encoro.  t.  ii.  p.  xsj. 

*  Plut,  in  Thcf.  t,  i.  p.  14. 
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feus,  **  of  uniting  jou  with  we  by  the  fcllowfliip  of  arms»? 
Qn  thefe  words  they  fwore  an  tndiffolable  aliiaace  *,  and  joio« 
ed  in  forming  plans  for  new  and  illuftrtous  enterprifes, 

Hercules,  Thefeus,  and  Piritboust  friends  and  generous 
rivals,  engaged  in  the  lame  purfuit  of  glorj,  fecking  onlj 
for  dangers  and  for  vidorj,  appalling  guilt,  and  nuking  ia- 
nocence  tremble,  at  that  tiine  attraâçd  the  attention  of  all 
Greece.  Sometimes  attendant  on  the  former,  at  others  fd« 
lowed  by  the  latter,  and  fometimes  mingling  ia  the  crowd  of 
heroes,  Thefeus  was  called  on  to  ihare  in  all  thefe  illiiftrious 
adventures.  He  is  faid  to  have  triumphed  over  the  Ama* 
aeons,  both  on  the  banks  of  the  Thermodon  in  Afia,  and  ia 
the  plains  of  Attica  f^  ;  he  was  prefent  at  the  chate  of  the  en- 
ormous wild  boar  of  Calydon,  to  deftroy  which  Meleager, 
fon  of  the  king  of  that  city,  aiiembled  the  moft  courageous 
princes  of  his  time  ^  ;  he  fignaUxe4  himfelf  againil  the  Cen« 
taurs  of  Theflaly,  thofe  daring  men,  w^o  having .  firft  ac- 
cuftomed  themfelyes  to  6ght  on  horfeback,  were  better  en^ 
abled  to  infliâ  or  to  ihun  the  llroke  of  death'. 

While  engaged  in  fo  many  adventures,  glorious,  it  is  true, 
but  wholly  unprofitable  to  his  people,  he  alTociated  with  Piri. 
thoas,  to  carry  off  the  princelTes  of  Sparta  and  Epirus,  both 
diftinguiflied  by  a  beauty  which  gave  theni  immortal  cde«« 
bri^,  but  which  was  to  each  the  fource  of  fatal  misfor* 
tunes  ^  :  the  one  was  that  Helen,  whofe  chanus  eventually 
produced  fuch  ftreams  of  blood  and  tears  ;  the  other,  Pro* 
(erpine,  daughter  of  Aidoneus,  king  of  the  Moloffi» 

They  found  Helen  performing  a  dance  in  the  temple  of 
Diana  ;  and  tearing  her  from  the  midft  of  her  companions« 
efcaped  by  flight  from  the  chaftifement  that  threatened  their 
flay  in  Lacedœmon,  and  awaited  them  at  Epirus  9  for  Aido* 
neus,  apprifed  of  their  defigns,  delivered  Pirithous  over  to  be 
devoured  by  monftrous  dogs,  and   precipitated  Thefeus  into 

*8ophoc1.  (Bdif.   Colon,  v.  1^64.  I      *  Pint  ibid.  p.  13. 
Panfiln.  lib.  10.  cap.  «9  p.  S  70.  I      ^  Ifocr.  in  Helen.  Encon.  t  ii.  p. 

'  ^  Ubcr.inPaoath.  t.  il  p.iSi.  Plut.  I  ia6.    Herod,  ap.  Plut,  in  Thef  p.  13. 
ti  I  p.  la,    Panfiui.  lib.  I.  c.  a<  et  41.   I     «  Diodor.  2iic.  lib.  4.  p.  265. 
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the  liorrors  of  a  prifbn,  from  wUch  he  was  deliveced  0BI7  hj 
the  ùmadlj  ai&duitjr  of  Hercules. 

Retaming  to  his  kiogdom»  he  foniid  bU  family  eovered 
with  dtfgraoe^  and  the  citj  rent  by  faâioas;  The  c|ueen,  Uiat 
Pherdnt  whofe  name  has  fo  often  refeunded  on  the  ftage  of 
Athens,  had  conceived  for  Hippolytus,  his  fon  by  Antiopet 
qoeca  of  the  Amazoas«  a  paifion  which  (he  herfelf  condemn* 
ed,  which  iofpired  the  youthful  prince  with  horror,  and  fliort« 
]j  tenainated  in  the  deftruâion  of  them  both«  At  the  fane 
Ciooe  the  Pallantides,  at  the  head  of  the  principal  citizens,  en« 
deavonrcd  to  feize  on  the  fovercign  power,  which  they  ac« 
cnfed  Thefens  of  having  enfeeUed*  The  people  had  loft,  in 
the  eacercife  of  their  newly  acquired  aathority,  all  love  of 
order,  aod  every  fenttment  of  gratitude.  To  thefe  vexations 
were  added  the  arrival  and  complaints  of  Gaftor  and  Pollux, 
the  brothers  of  Helen,  who,  before  they  had  refcued  her  from 
the  coftody  of  thofe  to  whom  ifae  had  been  confided  by  The- 
(iensy  had  ravaged  Attica  ^  and  excited  the  bittereft  murmurs 
againft  a  king,  who,  iacrificing  every  thing  to  his  paflioas^ 
abandoned  the  government  of  his  ftates  to  roam  through  dif. 
tant  countries  in  fearch  of  difgraceful  adventures,  the  fliame  < 
pf  which  he  ^as  forced*  to  expiate  in  chains. 

In  vain  did  Thefeus  labour  to  remove  thefe  fiital  imprefi- 
fions*  His  abfence,  his  achievements,  bis  misfortunes  were 
imputed  to  him  as  crimes  ;  and  when  he  attempted  to  employ 
force,  he  foon  found  that  no  creature  is  fo  feeble  as  a  fave- 
xeigQ  degraded  in  the  ejres  of  his  fuÉjeâs. 

In  this  extremity,  uttering  the  bittereft  imprecations  on 
fhe  Athenians,  he  took  refuge  in  the  court  of  king  Lycome.» 
des,  in  the  ifle  of  Scyros  <,  where  he  foon  after  ended  his 
days  *,  either  from  the  confequences  of  an  accident,  or  the 
treachery  of  Lycomedes  \  defirous  to  acquire  the  fricndfhip 
of  Moe(lheus,  his  fnccefTor  at  Athen?. 

'  Kcrodst.  lib.  9.  cap.  73.  I      •  Towards  the    year  1305  bcfofc 

'  Pht.  in  TbeC  p.  16.    Herad.  de  I  Chrift. 
f  olit  Atben.  |      h  Pattlao.  lib.  i.  p,  41. 
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The  flâlons  of  Thefeiis,  and  the  impreffion  they  made  Of| 
fhe  minds  of  men  during  his  youth ,  at  the  commencement  of 
his  reign,  and  at  the  end  of  his  life,  prefent  to  us  fucceffive« 
ly  the  image  of  a  hero,  a  king,  and  an  adventurer  ;  and,  un« 
der  thefe  different  points  of  view,  he  merited  the  admiration, 
the  love,  and  the  contempt  of  the  Athenians. 

They  afterwards  forgot  his  errors,  and  bluffaed  at  their  re- 
bellion '•  Cimon,  fon  of  Miltiades,  by  order  of  the  oracle, 
brought  home  his  bones,  and  buried  them  within  the  walls  o£ 
Athens  K  Over  his  tomb  a  temple  was  ereâed,  embelliihed 
by  the  arts,  and  fince  become  the  afylum  of  the  wretched  '. 
Various  monuments  retrace  him  to  our  eyes,  and  recal  the 
memory  of  his  reign.  He  is  one  of  the  genii  who  prefide 
over  the  days  of  every  month  °^,  and  one  of  the  heroes  ho- 
noured by  feiivals  and  facrifices  °.  Athens,  in  fine,  regards 
him  as  the  firft  author  of  her  power,  and  prides  herfelf  in  tho 
title  of  the  city  of  Thefeus. 

The  anger  of  the  gods,  which  bani(hed  him  from  his  coua« 
try,  had  long  weighed  heavily  on  the  kingdom  of  Thebes* 
Cadmus  had  been  driven  from  the  throne  ereâed  by  himfelfi 
Polydore  torn  to  pieces  by  the  Bacchanalian  nymphs,  Labda» 
eus  prematurely  carried  off  by  death,  leavipg  only  one  fbn  in 
the  cradle,  and  furrounded  by  enemies.  Such  had  been,  frotn 
the  foundation  of  this  kingdom,  the  fate  of  the  royal  family, 
when  Laïus,  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  Labdacus,  after  twice 
loftBg  and  recovering  the  crown,  efpoufed  Epicafte,  or  Jocafta, 
daughter  of  Menœceus  ^  ;  nuptials  deftined  to  be  marked  by 
the  moft  horrible  calamities.  An  oracle  declared  that  the 
child  who  ihould  be  born  from  this  marriage  ihonld  be  the 
murderer  of  his  father,  and  the  huiband  of  his  mother.    This 


J  Diod.Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  «65. 

^  Paufan.  lib.  I.  p.  41-  Plut,  in 
Thef.  p.  1 7.  ;  in  Cîmon.  p.  4S3. 

1  Diod.  ibid.  Plut,  in  Thef.  p.  17. 
Sold,  et  Hefycb.  is  Thef.  Schol.  Ari- 
fiopb.  in  Plut.  ▼.  ô;;;. 


"»  Plut,  in  Thef.  p.  17.  Sd»l.Ar^- 
ûoph.  in  Plut.  ▼.  ê%y. 

°  Plut,  in  Thef.  p.  17.  ;  in  Cimoo. 
p.  483. 

°  Diod.  lib.  4.  p.  266.  Panfan.  lib. 
9.  cap.  5.  p.  7az.  Euriptd.  in  PbotnilT» 
▼.  10.  ^' 
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tàïilà  was  born  and  condemned  by  the  authors  of  his  being  to 
become  the  prey  of  wild  beafis.  Difcovered  by  liis  cries,  or 
accident,  in  a  lonely  place,  he  was  prefentcd  to  the  queen  of 
Corinth,  who  brought  him  up  in  her  court  under  the  name  of 
CEdipus,  and  in  quality  of  her  adopted  fon  ^« 

Having  attained  manhood,  and  being  informed  of  the  dan« 
gers  to  which  he  had  been  expofed,  hé  confulted  the  gods^ 
and  their  min'ifters  confirming  by  theit  anfwer  tfat  oracle 
vrhich  had  preceded  his  birth  *,  he  was  precipitated  into  the 
calamities  he  endeavoured  to  avoid.  Refolved  to  return  no 
more  to  Corinth,  which  he  confidered  as  his  native  country; 
he  took  the  road  to  Phocis,  and  in  his  way  met,  in  a  narrow 
path,  an  old  man,  who  haughtily  commanded  him  to  leave 
the  way  open  to  him,  endeavouring  at  the  fame  time  to  com* 
pel  him  to  obedience  by  force.  This  was  Laïus  :  Œdipus  re« 
pelled  his  attack,  and  laid  him  dead  at  his  feet  '• 

After  this  fatal  accident,  the  kingdom  of  Thebes  and  the 
hand  of  Jocafta  were  promifcd  to  the  man  who  fliould  deliver 
tbe  Thebans  from  the  evils  with  which  they  were  affliâed. 
Sphinx,  a  natural  daughter  of  Laïus,  alTociating  with  a  band 
•f  robbers,  ravaged  the  plain,  detained  travellers  by  artful 
qneftions,  and  led  them  aftray  amongft  the  windings  of 
Mount  Phiclon,  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  her  perfi« 
dious  companions*  Œdipus  unravelled  her  fnares,  difperfed 
the  accomplices  of  her  crimes,  and,  by  gathering  the  fruit  of 
his  viâory,  fulfilled  in  all  its  extent  the  prediâion  of  the 
oracle. 

Inceft  triumphed  on  the  earth,  but  heaven  haftened  to  ar- 
reft  it  in  its  courfe  *.  Difcoveries  hateful  and  horrid  foon 
appalled  tbe  guilty  couple.  Jocafta  terminated  hef  misfor* 
tunes  by  a  violent  death.     Œdipus,  according  to  fome  au« 

p  Ettripid.  in  PhœnKT.  ▼.  30.  Ap«l-  I  '  Euripid.  in  PhcenilE  v.  40.  Dioo. 
lodor.  lib.  3.  p.  i^t.  I  lib.  4.  p.  166. 


"I  ApoU«dor.  ibid,  p*  x8j.  )     *  Homer.  OdyA*.  Ub.  xz.  y.  %7$. 
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thors,  tore  out  his  eyts  %  aad  died  in  Attica,  where  Thefeot 
had  granted  him  an  afyluoi.  Bat  other  traditions  faj  ^,  he 
urms  condemned  to  fnpport  the  light  of  daj,  that  he  migkt 
Whold  thofe  places  which  had  been  the  fcenes  of  his  crimes  ; 
and  to  retain  life,  that  he  might  communicate  it  to  cbildrea 
ftill  more  guilty,  and  no  lefs  ufl£ortmiace  than  himfelf.  Tbefe 
Were  Eteocles,  Poiynioes,  Antigone,  and  Ifmene,  whom  he 
had  by  Enrygania,  bis  feoond  wife  *• 

No  foooer  were  the  two  princes  of  an  age  to  wield  tbe 
fceptre,  than  fhey  confined  Œdipus  in  the  recefles  of  his  pa- 
lace, and  agreed  alternately  to  ^uide  the  reins  of  government 
during  a  wbele  year  '•  Eceocles  firft  afcended  that  throne 
under  which  the  threatening  abyfs  was  ftill  open,  and  refuied 
to  refign  his  power.  Polynices  repaired  to  the  court  ef  A* 
draflus,  king  of  Argos,  who  gare  him  his  daughter  in  mar- 
riage, and  promifed  to  affift  him  with  powerful  fuccours  '• 

Buch  was  the  origin  of  the  firft  expedition  in  which  the 
Greeks  difplayed  fomc  knowledge  of  the  military  art  *. 
Hitherto  Greece  had  only  beheld  bands  of  men,  not  foldiers, 
fuddenly  over-run  a  neighbouring  country,  and  retire  after 
committing  a  few  hoftilities  and  tranfient  a&s  of  cruelty  *• 
In  the  war  of  Thebes,  projeâs  were  firft  (een  to  be  concerted 
with  prudence,  and  purfued  with  firmnefs  :  different  nadooa 
then  firft  aflbciated  in  one  and  the  fame  camp,  and  were  unit* 
ed  under  the  fame  general,  braving  with  equal  courage  the 
rigour  of  the  feafonsi  the  tedioufne(s  of  a  fiege,  and  the  perils 
of  daily  combats. 

Adraftus  iharcd  the  command  pf  the  army  with  Polynices, 
whom  he  widied  to  eftablifli  on  th«  throne  of  Thebes  ;  the 
brave  Tydeus,  fon  of  Œneas  king  of  Atolia  ;  the  impetuous 


<  Sophod.  in  Œdip.  Colon.  ApoUo- 
dor.  lib.  3.  p.  185. 

^  Mem.  de  I'Academ.  dei  BcH.  Lettr. 
t.  V.  Hi(>.  p.  146.  Banier.  Mytholog. 
t.'in.  p.  ^67. 

*  Pavfan.  lib.  i,  cap.  218.  p.  69. 


!dcm,  lib.  9.  c.  5.  p.  711.  ApoUodor. 
lib.  ^.  p.  185. 

TBiod.  lib.  4.  p.  t6y,  BoHp.  in 
PhoeniiT.  ▼.  64.    Apollodor.  ibid« 

2  Diodor.  ibid. 

•  The  yetr  13A9  before  Chrift. 

^  Paufao.  lib.  9.  cap.  9.  p.^  7a8* 
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Capaneus }  Amphiaraus  the  foothfajcr  ;  Hippomedon,  and 
FarAeoopMiu.  Ainoagft  the  foUoweri  of  thefe  warriors,  all 
éiftioguiflied  bj  their  birth  and  taloiir  ^,  appeared*  in  an  in« 
ferior  order  of  merit  and  of  dignities,  the  principal  inhabi* 
tints  of  Meffenia,  Arcadia*  and  ArgoHs  ^. 
•  The  army  having  begno  ita  march,  entered  the  Nemean 
foreft,  where  the  generals  inftituted  the  games  fttll  celebrated 
widi  the  greateft  folemnitj  '.  After  pafling  the  Ifthmns  of 
Corinth,  they  entered  Boeotia,  and  forced  the  troops  of  Eteo- 
dcs  to  flint  themfelves  np  within  the  walls  of  Thebes  ^ 

The  Greeks  were  yet  ignorant  of  the  art  of  gaining  poC- 
feffiott  of  a  place  defended  by  a  flrong  galrrifon»  All  the  ef- 
forts  of  the  befiegers  tl^ere  direded  againft  the  gates  ;  all  the 
hopes  of  the  befieged  eonfified  in  freqnent  fallies.  In  thefe, 
great  numbers  had  already  fallen  on  both  £des  ;  already  the 
Taliant  Capaneus  had  been  precipitated  from  the  top  of  a  lad* 
der  he  had  reared  againft  the  wall  ^  ;  when  Eteocles  and  Po- 
lynices  refblved  to  decide  their  differences  by  fingle  combat  '• 
The  day  being  appointed,  the  place  determined,  the  people 
in  tears,  and  the  armiesf  waiting  in  profound  filence,  the  two* 
princes  rafted  upon  each  other  ;  and  mutually  pierced  with 
i¥Ounds,  breathed  forth  their  laft,  unable  to  fatiate  their  ven* 
geance.  They  were  laid  on  the  fame  funeral  pile  ;  and  in 
order  to  ezprefs,  by  a  dreadful  image,  their  in  «placability 
during  life,  it  was  fiid  that  the  flame  itfelf,  as  if  animated  by 
their  hatred,  had  divided,  that  their  aibes  might  remain  di« 
ftinâ  and  unmixed. 

Creon,  hrotber  of  Jocafta,  was  intruded,  during  the  mt« 
Bority  of  Laodamas,  fen  of  Eteocles,. with  the  continuance  of 
a  war  that  every  day  became  more  fatal  to  the  affiiilants,  and 
which  was  terminated  fay  a  vigorous  Tally  of  the  Thebans* 
The  combat  was  dreadful  and  bloody  ;  Tydeus,  and  the  chief 


b  Dkxlor.  lib.  4.  p.  167.  Apollpdpr. 
Sb.  3*  p.  1^7.    JBXcbjh  in  Sept.  cost. 
TM.  EuHpid.  in  PhœoUT. 
*  ^  hv6Q«'  lib.  a.  «ap'  ao.  p.  jj6. 


à  Apollodor.  lib.  5.  p.  1S9.    Arga* 
ment,  in  Nem.  Piixi.  p.  3x9. 
^  Pavfan.  lib.  9.  cap.  9.  p.  7a9% 
f  Pipd.  lib.  4.  p.  «68. 
a  ApoUod.  lib.  3.  p.  193, 
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Part  of  the  Argive  generals  perifbed  in  it.  AdrailoSy  coni^ 
pelled  to  raife  the  liege,  was  unable  to  beilow  funeral  honours 
on  thofe  who  remained  on  the  field  of  battle  ^«  Thefeus  was 
obliged  to  interpofe  his  authority  to  conftrain  Green  to  fub« 
mit  to  the  law  of  nations,  then  beginning  to  be  introduced  ^ 

The  riGtorj  of  the  Thebans  only  deferred  their  deftruâion. 
The  Argive  chiefs  had  left  fons  worthy  of  becoming  their  a- 
Vengers.  When  eyery  thing  was  ripe  for  the  enterprife  *, 
thefc  young  princes»  among  whom  appeared  Diomed«  foD  of 
Tydeus,  and  Sthenelus,  fon  of  Capaneus,  entered  the  coun- 
try of  their  enemies  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army* 

A  battle  foon  enfued,  and  the  Thebans  having  loft  it,  abaft* 
doned  the  city,  which  was  delivered  over  to  pillage  K  Ther« 
fander,  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  Polynices,  wi^s  (lain  a  few 
years  after,  going  to  the  fiege  of  Troy.  After  his  death,  two 
princes  of  the  fame  family  reigned  at  Thebes  ;  but  the  fecon4 
being  fuddenly  feized  with  a  dreadful  phrenzy,  the  Thebans, 
perfuaded  that  the  furies  would  never  ceafe  to  purfue  the  Uood 
of  Œdipus  while  there  remained  a  fingle  drop  of  it  upon  the 
earth,  placed  another  family  on  the  throne»  Three  genera* 
tions  after  they  adopted  the  republican  form  of  government» 
which  they  ftill  preferve  *. 

It  was  impoi&ble  that  the  repofe  enjoyed  by  Greece,  after 
tlie  fécond  Theban  war,  {hould  be  durable.  The  leaders  of 
that  expedition  had  returned  crowned  with  glory,  and  the  foI« 
diers  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies  :  both  were  elat- 
ed with  all  the  pride  which  viâory  infpires  ;  and  recounting 
to  their  children  and  their  friends,  eagerly  thronging  round 
them,  the  iiTue  of  their  labours  and  exploits,  powerfully  ili- 
mulated  their  imaginations,  and  inflamed  every  heart  with 
the  ardent  thirft  of  combats.  An  unforefeen  event  foon  brought 
into  aâion  thefe  unfortunate  impreilions. 


b  IMod.  lib.  4.  f,  26S.  Apollodor. 
fib.  3,  p.  Î95. 

i  Ifàcr,  in  Panatheo.  t.  u.  p.  169. 
Paufan.  lib.  i.  c.  3S.  p.  94,  Plut,  in 
Tbef.  t.  i.  p.  14. 


•  The  year  13 1 9  before  Cbrift. 

k  Pau£u).  lib.  9.  C.5.  p.  721.  Apol- 
lodor. lib.  3.  c.  38.  p.  197.  Diod.  iib# 
4.  p.  «69.     ' 

1  Paofan^Ub.  9.  p.  723. 
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On  the  coaft  of  Afîa,  oppofite  to  Greece»  peaceably  lived  a 
prince,  who  enumerated  only  fovereigns  among  his  anceftors» 
and  was  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  family,  almoft 
entirely  compofed  of  youthful  heroes.  Priam  reigned  at  Troy  ; 
and  his  kingdom»  as  well  from  the  opulence  and  the  courage 
of  his  people»  as  from  his  conneâions  with  the  kings  of  Af« 
fyria  ^^  diffqfed  no  lefs  fplendour  over  this  quarter  of  Afia, 
than  the  kingdom  of  Mycenae  difplayed  in  Greece. 

The  houfe  of  Ârgos»  eftablilhed  in  the  latter  city»  acknow« 
ledged  for  its  chief  Agamemnon»  fon  of  Atreus.  To  his  do^ 
minions  he  had  added  thofe  of  Corinth»  of  Sicyon,  and  lè- 
verai adjoining  cities  '•  His  power,  increafed  by  that  of  his 
brother  Menelaus,  who  had  lately  efpoufed  Helen»  heireis  of 
the  kingdom  of  Sparta»  gave  him  a  coniiderable  influence  m 
this  part  of  Greece»  which»  from  Pelops»  his  grandfather»  had 
taken  the  name  of  Pelopoonefas. 

T»talus»  his  great  grandfather»  firft  reigned  in  Lydia; 
and»  contrary  to  the  moft  facred  rights»  had  held  in  chains  a 
Trojan  prince,  named  Ganymede.  Still  more  recently,  Her-' 
cnles»  defcended  from  the  kings  of  Argos,  had  del|royed  the 
city  of  Troy,  put  to  death  Laomedon»  and  carried  off  He&one 
his  daughter* 

The  memory  of  thefe  injuries»  ftill  unrevenged»  perpetuat- 
ed between  the  houfes  of  Priam  and  Agamemnon  an  heredi- 
tary and  implacable  hatred»  inflamed  from  day  to  day  by  the 
rivalry  of  power»  the  moft  terrible  of  the  defiruftive  paillons. 
Paris»  the  fon  of  Priam,  was  deftined  to  bring  to  maturity 
thefe  latent  feeds  of  diflenfion. 

Paris  paiTed  into  Greece»  and  repaired  to  the  court  of  Me- 
nelaus, where  the  beauty  of  Helen  attraâed  every  eye.  To 
the  advantages  of  perfon»  the  Trojan  prince  united  the  defire 
of  pleafing  ^»  and  a  happy  combination  of  agreeable  talents  : 
thefe  qualities»  heightened  by  the  hope  of  fuccefs»  made  fuch 

^  PUt.  de  Lcgib.  1.  3.  t.  ii*  p»  685.  I     ^  Hooier*  Iliad,  lib.  3.  v.  39* 
*  Strtbo,  lib.  8.  p.  37  a.  1 
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«n  impreffioa  ea  the  queen  of  Sptrta,  thmt  flie  abandoaed  all 
to  follow  him.  The  Atridas  in  vain  ftrove  to  obtata«  bjf 
concilktcirj  means,  a  fatisfaâioa  proportionate  to  the  oC* 
Hence  ;  Priam  only  Caw  in  his  fon  the  avenger  of  the  wrooga 
his  hoofe  and  all  Afia  had  (uffered  from  the  Greeks  p,  and  te^ 
joBttd  evei7  accommodating  propofal. 

On  diis  extraordinary  newsi  thofe  tumultuous  and  forioua 
menaces,  thofe  rumours  which  are  the  forerunners  of  war 
aad  deaih,  broke  forth  and  were  heard  on  all  fides.  The  na- 
tions of  Greece  were  agitated  like  a  foreft  ihaken  bj  die 
tempeft.  The  kings  whoie  power  was  limited  to  a  fiagle  citj, 
^nd  thoie  whofe  authoritj  extends  over  different  tribes  of  peo* 
pie,  alike  infpired  bj  the  fpirit  of  heroifm,  afiemUed  at  Mj* 
censB*  They  fwore  to  obey  Agaaaenmon  as  their  chief  in 
die  expedition,  to  avenge  Menelaus,  and  reduce  Ilium  to 
aihes.  Thofe  princes  who  were  at  firft  unwillbg  to  eater  in« 
to  the  confederadoa,  were  foon  hurried  away  by  the  perfiia- 
five  eloquence  of  Nefior,  king  of  Pylos  ;  the  artful  haraagnea 
çt  UlylTes,  kiag  of  Ithaca }  the  example  of  Ajax,  «f  Sabu 
mis }  of  Diomedes,  of  Argos  i  of  Idomeaeus,  of  Crete  ;  oif 
Achilles,  fon  of  Peleus,  wlio  reigned  over  a  dlftrift  of  Thef* 
&ly  ;  and  by  a  multitude  of  youthful  warriors,^  already  in« 
toxicated  with  the  fuooe£i  of  which  their  faagnine  ardour  en- 
tertained no  doubt. 

After  long  prepamtions,  the  army,  confiftiag  cf  about  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  <>,  collc&ed  together  ait  tht  poet  of 
Attlis;  and  was  conveyed  by  near  twelve  bandied  Sk\l  of  fliipa 
to  the  ihores  of  Troas. 

.  The  <:kj  of  Troy,  defended  by  raoqmtts  and  towers,  was 
ftili  further  protefted  by  a  numerous  army  ',  commanded  by 
Heûor,  ion  of  Priam  ;  under  whom  ferved  a  number  of  al- 
lied princes,  who  had  joined  dbeir  ferocs  to  the  Trojans  K 


P  Heroë«t.  lib.  i.  c.i.  1     '  ffoiaer.  XJM.  lib.  9.  t.  56s. 

«  Hopifr. Iliftd.  lib.  a.  ^«494,  Jtc.  I     •Id.Ub^g.  v< ijé^ lib.  xo.  v. 4x4^' 
nac7did.iib«x^c«ic« 
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AfleinUed  oo  the  (hore,  they  prafented  a  formidable  front  to 
the  army  of  die  Greeks,  who,  after  repulfiag  thean,  forti- 
fied them&ives  in  a  camp,  with  the  greatefk  part  of  their 
ibips. 

The  two  armies  again  made  trial  of  their  ftrength  ;  and 
the  doubtful  fuccefs  of  feveral  ikirmiflies  evidently  foretold 
that  the  fiege  muft  prove  a  work  of  time. 

The  Greeks  with  their  fcul  veflelSf  and  but  little  know* 
ledge  of  the  art  of  navigation,  were  unable  to  preferve  an  nn« 
interrupted  communication  between  Greece  and  Afia.  The 
mrmy  began  to  want  fubfiftence.  Part  of  the  fleet  waa  em^ 
ployed  in  ravaging,  or  in  fowing  die  iflands  and  adjacent 
coafls;  whilft  varions  parties,  difperfed  over  the  country, 
carried  off  the  flocks  and  harvefts.  There  was  yet  another 
re'aflln  which  rendered  thefe  detachments  abfolutely  neceflary. 
The  city  was  not  invefied  ;  and  as  the  troops  of  Priam  fe* 
cured  it  againft  a  fudden  affault,  it  was  determmed  to  harafs 
the  allies  of  this  prince  ;  at  once  to  profit  by  their  fpoils,  and 
to  deprive  him  of  their  fuccour.  Achilles  ravaged  the  coun* 
try  on  all  fides  with  fire  and  fword  *  :  after  fpreading  uni«i 
veifal  havoc  like  a  deilruâive  torrent,  he  returned  with  ad 
immenfe  booty,  which  was  divided  among  the  army,  and 
with  innumerable  flaves,  which  the  chiefs  diftributed  among 
themfelves. 

Troy  was  fituated  at  the  foot  c^  Mount  Ida,  at  fome  dif- 
^  tance  from  the  fea  :  the  Grecian  tents  and  fliips  occupied  the 
Ihore  ;  and  the  intermediate  fjpace  was  the  theatre  of  courage 
and  ferocity.  The  Trojans  and  die  Greeks,  armed  with 
pikes,  clubs,  fwords,  arrows,  and  javelins  ;  covered  widi  hel- 
mets, caimffes,  cuifles,  and  bucklers  ;  their  ranks  clofe,  and 
their  generals  at  their  head,  advanced  toward  each  other  ;  the 
former  with  loud  fliouts,  the  latter  obferving  a  ftiU  more 
dreadful  filence.  In  an  infiant  the  leaders,  become  ibldiers, 
more  emulous  of  giving  great  examples  than  prudent  coun« 
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fels,  niflied  forward  into  the  tnidft  of  danger,  leaving  h  af« 
xnoft  invariablj  to  chance  to  beftow  that  vîôory  they  neither 
knew  how  to  plan  or  to  profecute  :  the  troops  were  thrown 
into  confufion  on  the  firft  fliock,  like  the  waves  agitated  hy 
the  winds  in  the  ftraits  of  Eabœa.  Night  feparated  the  com- 
batants ;  the  city  on  the  one  fide,  or  the  catnp  on  the  other, 
ferved  as  an  afylum  for  tlie  vanqniflied  :  the  viâoty  was  bloody, 
bot  was  far  from  producing  any  effed. 

On  the  following  days,  the  flame  of  the  foneral  pile  de« 
Toured  the  viâims  of  a  premature  death,  and  their  memory 
was  honoured  by  tears  and  funeral  games.  The  truce  ez« 
pired,  and  hoftilitles  again  commenced. 

Often,  in  the  hotteft  6f  the  battle,  a  warrior,  raifing  his 
voice,  defied  fome  chieftan  of  the  enemy  to  fingle  combat. 
The  troops  In  filence  beheld  them  fometimes  hurl  their  ja- 
velins, and  fometimes  enormous  fiones.  Frequently  they 
clofed  fword  in  hand,  and  almoft  always  mutually  loaded  each 
other  with  infult,  to  exafperate  their  fury.  The  hatred  of 
the  viâor  furvived  his  triumph  :  if  he  could  not  mangle  the 
body  of  his  enemy,  and  deprive  it  of  the^  rites  of  fepulture, 
he  at  leaft  endeavoured  to  defpoil  him  of  his  armour*  But, 
at  the  fame  moment,  the  troops  en  each  fide  advanced,  either 
to  fnatch  from  him  his  prey,  or  to  enable  him  to  fecure  it  ^ 
and  thus  the  aâion  became  general. 

'  It  became  fo  likewife  when  either  of  the  armies  was  alarm- 
ed for  the  life  of  its  champion,  or  when  he  bim&lf  fought 
fafcty  in  flight.  Circumfiances  might  juftify  this  latter  con* 
duft,  but  infult  and  contempt  for  ever  ftigmatized  the  man 
who  fled  without  a  ftruggle,  fince  he  only  deferves  to  live 
who  is  at  all  times  ready  to  brave  death*  Indulgence,  ne- 
verthelefs,  was  extended  to  him  who  did  not  retire  before 
the  fuperiority  t)f  his  antagonifi,  till  he  had  experienced  hia 
.prowefs  :  for  the  valour  of  thofe  times  confiding  tefs  in  in» 
trepidity  of  mind  than  the  confcioufnels  of  ftrength,  it  was 
no  difgrace  to  fly  when  vanquilhed  only  by  aeceifity  ;  but 
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great  glory  was  annexed  to  the  overtaking  an  enemy  in  hi« 
retreat,  and  uniting  to  the  ftrength  that  prepared  the  viâory, 
the  fwiftnefs  which  effeâed  its  decifion. 

Aflbdations  in  arms  and  fentiments  between  two  warriors 
never  were  fo  common  fs^  during  the  (lege  of  Troj.  Achilles 
and  PatrocluSy  Ajax  and  Teucpr»  Diomedes  and  Sthenelus^ 
Idomeneus  and  Merion,  and  a  multitude  of  other  heroes  wor« 
thy  to  follow  their  fleps^  frequently  fought  by  the  fide  of  each 
other,  and  throwing  themfelves  into  the  thickeft  of  the  bat- 
tle, Ihared  at  once  the  danger  and  the  glory.  At  other  times, 
mounted  on  the  fame  car,  one  guided  the  courfers,  whilft 
the  other  repelled  death,  and  drove  him  back  upon  the  enemy* 
The  death  of  a  warrior  required  a  fpeedy  vengeance  on  the 
part  of  his  companion  :  blood  demanded  blood. 

This  idea,  powerfully  imprefled  on  their  minds,  fleeled 
the  Greeks  and  Trojans  agatnft  the  numberleis  calamities 
they  endured.  The  former  had  more  than  once  been  on  the 
point  of  taking  the  city  ;  more  than  once  had  the  latter  for- 
ced the  camp^  in  defpite  of  the  palifadoes,  the  ditches,  and 
walls  by  which  it  was  defended.  Both  armies  fenfiUy  dimi- 
niflied,  and  the  moft  illuftrioiis  warriors  on  each  fide  fuccef* 
fivdy  fell,  Heâor,  Saprpedon,  Ajax,  Achilles  himfetf,  had 
already  bitten  the  duft.  Such  changes  of  fortune  induced 
the  Trojans  to  wi(h  that  Helen  might  be  leftored  y  while  the 
Greeks  fighed  to  revifit  their  native  country  :  both  however 
were  withheld  from  any  accommodation,  by  fliame,  and  that 
unhappy  propenfity  which  men  have  to  habituate  themfelves 
to  every  thing,  except  what  may  enfure  their  tranquillity  and 
happinefs. 

The  eyes  of  all  nations  were  fixed  on  the  plains  of  Tioy, 
pn  thofe  fcenes  to  which  glory  loudly  fummoned  the  princes 
who  had  taken  no  part  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Impatient 
to  fignalize  themfelves  on  a  theatre  open  to  the  whole  world, 
they  arrived  fuccefiively  to  unite  their  troops  to  thofe  of 
^heir  allies,  and  fometimes  fell  in  a  maiden  combatt 
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At  length,  after  ten  yean  of  refifiance  and  paiofal  hboorg 
after  havkg  loft  the  flawer  of  her  jrouth  and  of  her  hcroee, 
Troy  fell  heneath  the  power  of  her  enenues  ;  and  her  fidl  to 
refonnded  through  all  Greece,  that  it  ftill  fervea  as  a  principal 
epocha  in  the  annals  of  nations*.  Her  walls  were  levelled 
with  the  diift,  her  honfes,  her  temples  reduced  to  ailles^ 
Priam  expiring  at  the  foot  of  the  altars,  his  fens  weltering 
ia  their  blood  around  him  ^  Hecuba  his  queen,  Caffandra  his 
dsuBghser,  Andromache  the  widow  of  Heâor,  and  nmneroua 
other  princeffes,  loaded  with  chains,  and  dragged  like  ilaves 
throvgh  the  ftreets,  ftreaming  with  human  blood,  and  filled 
with  the  bodies  of  a  wretched  multitude,  devoured  by  this 
IbaotMy  or  flaughtered  by  the  avenging  fword  ^  fuch  was  the 
cataftrophe  of  this  Catal  war.  The  Greeks  fiitiated  their  in-* 
ezorsble  fury  ;  but  this  cruel  pleafure  was  the  end  of  their 
profperity,  and  the  commencement  of  their  calamities. 

Their  rm^woL  home  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  moft 
fignal  reverie  of  fortune  \  Mneftheus,  king  of  Athens,  end-, 
cd  hia  days  in  the  ifle  of  Melos  '•  Ajax,  king  of  the  Le« 
crians,  was  loft  with  his  whole  fleet  ^.  Ulyfles,  more  un&r* 
tunate,  had  often  reafon  to  fear  the  fame  fate,  during  the 
fen  whole  years  which  be  wandered  over  the  feas.  Others, 
ftilL  more  to  be  lamented,  were  received  in  their  families  as 
ilrangers,  po&iEng  daims  obfolete  from  long  abfence,  and 
whofe  perfoas.  an  uoexpeaed  return  had  rendered  odious, 
laflead  of  the  tranfports  which  their  arrival  ought  to  have 
excited,  they  heard  around  them  nothing  but  the  hateful  ex- 
clamations of  ambition,  adultery,  and  the  moft  fordid  intereft* 
Betrayed  by  their  kindred  and  their  friends,  the  greater  num. 
bet  departed  under  the  conduct  of  Idomeneus,  Philoâetes^ 
i>iomedes,.  and  Teucer^  to  feek  new  conoeâioos  in  unknown 
countries. 


*  The  yetr  laSa  before  Chrift.  I      <  Eufeb.  Chron.  Can.  p.  12^. 

"  Plat,  dc  Leipb.  lib.  3.  t.  ti.  p.  68a.  |     ^  Homer.  OdyiT.  lib.  4.  ▼.  499. 
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.  Tbe  hoBfe  o£  Argoj  was  efptciaUj  to  be  diftingiiiihed  lor 
its  crimes  aad  inteftine  mifertes*  Agamemnoo  found  his 
tbroae  and  bed  feized  on  snd  polluted  bj  an  unworthy  ufurp* 
er«  He  was  ailkl&nated  by  Cly temocftra  his  queen,  who  fooa 
after  was  murdered  by  her  ton  Oreftes. 

TheCe  horrors»  then  mulliplied  in  almoft  every  country  of 
Greece,  aod  ftill  repeatedly  exhibited  on  the  ftage  of  AâieM^ 
fiioul(^  be  a  leflbn  to  kings  and  nations,  and  teach  them  to 
dread  even'  viâory  itfelf*  That  of  the  Greeks  was  no  left 
fatal  to  themfelves  than  to  the  Trojans.  Enfeebled  by  thett 
^xertioaa  and  their  (uccefles,  they  were  no  longer  able  to  refill 
intefline  diflenfionS|  and  became  habituated  to  the  fatal  idea^ 
that  war  is  as  neceflary  to  a  country  as  peace*  In  the  courle 
of  a  few  generations»  the  greater  part  of  thoCe  royal  houfes^ 
"which  had  deftroyed  that  of  Priam«  fell  to  decay»  and  became 
cxtmâ  ;  and  eighty  years  after  the  deftruâion  of  Tri^  ",  a 
part  of  Pelopponefus  paâêd  into  the  hands  of  the  Heradidas, 
or  defcendants  of  Qercules* 

The  revoltuioo  produced  by  the  return  of  dieCe  princes  was 
brilliant,  and  founded  on  the  moft  fpccious  peetexts*.  A* 
snongft  the  families  which,  in  the  remotcft  times,  poffeflel 
the  throne  qf  Argos  and  Mycense,  the  moft  diftinguiflied 
"Wttt  thofe  of  Danaus  and  Pelops.  From  the  firft  of  tbeb 
princes,  PrœtU3,  Acrifius,  Ferfens,  and  Hercules  were  d»- 
fcended}  from  the  fécond,  At^^u^'-^g^s^^Q^B^^^^f  Oreftes  and 
his  fons. 

Hercules,  fublervient  during  his  lifetime  to  tbe  wiH  o£ 
£nryftbeus,  whom  certain  circumftances  had  invefted  with 
the  fupreme  power,  was  unable  to  aflert  bis  rightSt  but  tranC- 
mitted  them  to  bis  Ibnsî  who  were  confequently  banifhed  from 
^eloponnefus.  They  more  than  once  attempted  to  returns 
but  were  conftaatly  prevented  by  the  houfe  of  Pelops,  which, 
after  the  death  of  Euryftheus,  had  ufarped  the  crown  :  their 

I. 

*  TbnCTdid.  lib.  i.  cap.  I«,  |      *  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  a6.    JHod* 

e  la  sao2  before  Cbxift.  1  Sic  lib.  4.  p.  %6u 
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cities  ifett  criÉiesfo  long  as  they  could  be  oppofed  by  force  s 
but  no  fooner  did  this  family  ceafe  to  be  f o  formidable,  than 
the  attachment  of  the  people  to  their  ancient  fovereigns  was 
renewed  in  favour  of  the  Heraclid»,  and  the  jealoufj  of  the 
neighbouring  powers  roufed  againft  the  houfe  of  Pelops. 
That  of  Hercules  was  headed  by  three  brothers,  Temenus, 
Crefphontes,  and  Ariftodemus,  who  aflbciating  with  the  Do* 
zians  ^,  entered  with  them  into  Feloponnefus,  wherew  moft 
of  the  cities  were  obliged  to  recognize  them  for  their  fove- 
reigns <^. 

The  defcendants  of  Agamemnon  driven  out  of  Argos,  and 
tfaofe  of  Neilor  from  MefTenia,  took  _refuge,  the  former  in 
Thrace,  the  latter  in  Attica.  Argos  fell  to  the  lot  of  Te- 
znenus,  and  Meflenia  to  that  of  Crefphontes*  EuryAhenes 
and  Proclcs^  fons  of  Arifiodemus,  who  died  in  the  beginning 
of  the  expedition,  reigned  at  Lacedaemon  ^« 

Some  time  after,  the  conqaerors  attacked  Codrus,  king  of 
Athens,  who  had  afforded  an  afylum  to  their  enemies.  This 
prince,  learning  that  the  oracle  promifed  the  viâoiy  to  that 
lurmy  which  (hould  lofe  its  general  in  the  battle,  voluntarily 
devoted  himfdf  to  death  ;  a  facrifice  which  fo  animated  his 
troops,  that  they  entirely  defeated  the  Heradidas  ^. 

Here  end  the  ages  ufually  termed  heroic  ;  and  here  muft 
we  place  ourfelves  to  conceive  a  juft  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  them, 
and  enter  into  details  which  the  rapid  courfe  of  events  has 
fcarcely  given  time  to  indicate. 

In  ancipnt  times  all  the  ftates  of  Greece  were  monarchies  ^i 
at  this  day  we  fee  nothing  but  republics.  The  firft  kings  pof- 
feiTed  only  a  iingle  city  or  a  diftriâ  ^.  Some  extended  their 
power  at  the  expence  of  their  neighbours,  and  formed  great 


b  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  593. 

^  Pauffto,  lib.  2.  cap.  13.  p.  I4«. 

d  Ifocr.  ID  Archi4.  t.  ii.  p.  iS.  Ta- 
cit. Annal.  I.  4.  cap.  43.  Panfao.  lib. 
».  cap.  x8.  p.  15 1.  Id.  lib.  3.  cap.  x. 
P.  aoj.    Veil.  Patc^cul  lib.  i.  c.  3^ 


*  Mcnrf.  de  Reg.  Atheo.  I.  3.  c.  11. 

f  Plat,  de  Legib.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  680. 
Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  i.  C.  %.  t.  ii.p.  297. 
Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  iii.  p.  l6x. 

S  Thucydid.  lib.  x.  cap.  13.  Homer, 
Iliad,  lib.  a.,  v.  495.  ^c 
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liâtes  :  their  fucceflbra  loft  their  authority  while  they  wiflxed 
to  inct'eafe  it  to  the  detriment  of  their  fubjeiSls. 

Had  ilo  other  colonies  emigrated  into  Greece  but  that  of 
Cccrops,  the  Athenians,  more  enlightened,  and  confeqiiently 
more  powerful  than  the  other  favages,  would  have  gradually 
brought  them  under  fubjeftion,  and  Greece  would  have  form- 
ed only  one  great  kingdom,  which  would  flill  have  fubfifted^ 
and  have  refembled  thofe  of  Egypt  and  of  Pcrfia,  But  va- 
rious tribes  arriving  from  the  Eaft,  divided  it  into  feveral 
ilates  ;  and  the  Greeks  every  where  adopted  the  monarchical 
form  of  government,  the  nations  which  polifhed  them  being 
acquainted  with  no  other  ;  it  being  more  cafy  too  to  obey  the 
eommands  of  a  flngle  iriau  than  thofe  of  fcveral  chiefs,  and 
the  idea  of  at  once  obeying  and  comnianding,  of  being  fub- 
jeft  and  fovereign  at  the  fame  time,  fuppofing  more  know- 
ledge and  combination  than  can  be  fuppofed  in  an  infant 
peoples 

The  kings  exercifed  the  funclions  of  pontiflT,  general,  and 
judge  **  ;  the  power  they  tranfmitted  to  their  dcfcendants  '  was 
very  extenfive,  yet  tempered  by  a  council  whom  they  con- 
fulted,  and  whofe  decifions  they  communicated  to  the  general 
aflembly  of  the  nation*^. 

Sometimes,  after  a  long  war,  the  two  pretenders  to  the 
throne,  or  the  two  warriors  they  had  chofen,  prefented  them- 
fdves  armed  ;  and  the  right  of  governing  men  depended  oa 
the  ftrength  or  addrefs  of  the  viftor. 

To  fupport  the  fplendour  of  his  rank,  the  fovereign,  be- 
fides  the  tributes  impofed  upon  the  people*,  poff.ffed  a  do- 
main inherited  from  his  anceflors,  which  had  been  augmenled 
by  his  conquefts,  and  fometimes  by  the  generofity  of  his 
friends.  Thefeus,  banifticd  from  Athens,  had  no  other  re- 
fource  but  the  eftates   left  him  by  his   father  in  the  ifle  of 


^  Ai%.  de  Repub.  Kb.  3.  cap.  14. 

t-  H-  ?'  357.  - 
i  Thncydid.  lib.  I.  cap.  13. 
fc  Arift.  de  Mor.  lib.  3.  cap.  5.  t.  ii. 


p.  32.     Dionyf.  Hallcar.  Antiq.  Rom. 
Lb.  2.  t.  i.  p.  ^6t, 

1  Homer.  Iliad.  I.  9.  'v.  156.    Sdiol. 
ibîé.  Odyff.  Kb.  13.  ▼.  ij. 
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Scj^ros  \  The  ^tolians,  prefled  by  a  powerful  enemy,  ptà^ 
mifed  Meleager,  £bn  of  their  king  Œneus,  a  confiderable  traft 
of  landy  if  he  would  combat  at  their  head*^.  The  multipli- 
city of  examples  renders  it  impoflible  to  enumerate  all  tho 
princes  who  owed  part  of  their  wealth  to  viôory  or  grati- 
tude :  but  wt  muft  not  omit  remarking,  that  they  gloried  ia 
the  prefents  they  obtained,  becaufe  thefe  prefents  being  con« 
fidered  as  the  recompence  of  benevolence,  or  the  fymbol  of 
friendihip,  it  was  honourable  to  receive,  and  difgraceful  not  t» 
merit  them. 

Nothing  contributed  more  to  add  lufire  to  the  fupreme  au- 
thority, and  energy  to  courage,  than  the  fpirit  of  heroifm  f 
nothing  harmonized  more  happily  with  the  manners  of  the 
nation,  which  were  almoft  every  where  the  fame.  The  cha- 
rader  of  the  men  of  that  day  was  compofed  of  an  inconfi- 
derable  number  of  ample,  but  ezprei&ve  and  ftrongly  mark* 
ed  features  :  art  had  not  yet  added  her  colouring  to  the  work 
of  nature.  Individuals,  therefore,  muft  have  differed  frona 
each  other,  and  nations  borne  a  ilriking  refemblance. 

Bodies  naturally  robufi,  became  ftiU  ftronger  by  education; 
minds  inflexible  and  unrefined,  were  aâive  and  enterprifing, 
loving  or  hating  to  excefs,  always  hurried  on  by  the  fenfes, 
and  confiantly  ready  to  break  all  bounds.  Nature,  lefs  con- 
ftrained  in  thofe  who  were  invefted  with  power,  difplayed 
herfelf  with  more  energy  in  them  than  in  the  people  ;  they 
revenged  an  offence  by  violence  or  injuftice  ;  and  ihowing 
themfelves  weaker  in  grief  than  in  misfortune,  if  fenfibilitj 
be  a  weaknefs,  they  wept  over  the  infult  they  were  unable 
to  retaliate.  Mild  and  obliging,  when  trçated  with  friend- 
Ihip  and  refpeâ  ;  impetnous  and  terrible  when  thefe  were 
wanting,  they  fuddenly  pafTed  from  the  excels  of  violence  to 
the  bittereft  remorfe  ^  and  repaired  their  faults  with  the  fame 
fimplicity  as  they  avowed  them  ^.     In  a  word,  as  they  nci- 

^  Pbt.  in  Thef.  t.  i.  p.  1 6.  I   lib.  33.  paffim.    Id.  OdjiT,  lib.  8.  ▼• 

"Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  9.  7.573.  j{0%, 

*  Homer.  Iliad.  Jib.  4*  v.  ^6e.    Id.  j 
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ther  knew  how  to  veil  or  diflemble  their  virtues  or  their 
Vices,  princes  and  heroes  were  openly  inflamed  with  die  third 
of  gain»  of  glory,  and  of  pleafure. 

Tbefe  mafculine  and  haughty  minds  were  incapable  of  lan- 
guid emotions.  They  were  agitated  at  once  by  the  two  no- 
ble fentiments  of  love  and  friendOiip  :  with  this  difference, 
that  love  with  them  was  a  devouring  and  a  tranfient  flame  ; 
friendihip,  a  lively  and  continued  warmth.  Friendship  pro« 
duced  aâions  confidered  at  this  day  as  prodigies,  but  former- 
ly as  no  more  than  duties.  Pylades  and  Orefles  wifliing  ta 
die  for  each  other,  only  did  what  other  heroes  had  done  be- 
fore them.  Love,  violent  in  its  tranfports,  cruel  in  its  jea- 
loufy,  was  frequently  attended  oy  the  mod  fatal  confequen- 
ces.  Over  hearts  more  fufceptible  than  tender,  beauty  had 
more  fway  tUan  the  qualities  by  which  it  is  embellifhed  ; 
beauty  was  the  ornament  of  the  fuperb  feftivals  given  by 
princes  when  they  contraâed  an  alliance.  There,  amid  kings 
and  warriors,  princefles  aflembled,  whofe  prefence  and  rivalry 
were  a  frequent  fource  of  diflienfions  and  misfortunes. 

At  the  nuptials  of  a  king  of  LarifTi,  fome  young  ThefTa^ 
lians,  known  by  the  name  of  Centaurs,  infulted  the  compa^ 
nions  of  the  youthful  queen,  and  fell  vidims  to  the  vengeance 
of  Thefeus^  and  feveral  heroes,  who,  on  that  occafion,  flood 
forth  the  champions  df  a  fex  which  they  more  than  once  had 
grofsly  injured  ^. 

The  marriage  of  Thetis  and  of  Peleus  was  diilurbed  by* 
the  pretenfions  of  fome  princefles,  who,  difguifed,  as  was  the 
cufiom,  under  the  names  of  Juno,  Minerva,  and  other  god- 
defles,  were  all  competitors  for  the  prize  of  beauty  ^. 

The  princes  and  heroes  were  like  wife  alTtmbled  by  another 
kind  of  fpeâacle  i  they  thronged  to  the  funeral  rites  of  a  fo- 
vereign,  and  difplayed  their  magnificence  and  addrefs  in  games 

.  P  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  %7%>  Ovid.  I  ^  Mezir.  Coonment.  fur  les  Epltrcf 
Metam.  lib.  1%.  y.  aio.  Horn.  Odyfl*.  i  d*0vld.  c.  i.  p.  iio.  Ban.  M/thol.  t. 
Nb;  ai.  V  ayj.  |  iii.  p.  x8a. 
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celebrated  in  honour  of  his  memorj.  Games  were  exhibited 
over  a  tomb,  decorum  being  unneceffary  to  grief.  The  de- 
licacy that  rejeâs  all  confolation,  is  an  excefs  or  perfeâion  in 
fentiment  with  which  they  were  yet  unacquainted  ;  but  they 
well  knew  how  to  (bed  unfeigned  tears,  to  fufpend  them  at 
the  command  of  Nature '^y  and  again  to  let  them  flow  when 
the  heart  called  to  mind  the  memory  of  its-  loflls  :  "  I  find  a 
*•  moft  lively  pleafure/*  fays  Menelaus  in  Homer*,  **  in 
•'  weeping  for  thofe  who  fell  before  the  walls  of  Troy."  Yet 
this  was  ten  years  after  their  death. 

(  The  heroes  of  that  age  were  at  the  fame  time  religious  and 
unjuft.  When,  by  accident,  to  gratify  their  perfonal  hatred» 
or  in  their  own  defence,  they  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  death 
of  any  one,  they  fhuddered  at  the  blood  they  had  fpilt  ;  and 
abandoning  their  throne  or  native  land,  went  to  implore  the 
aiji  of  expiation  in  fome  diftant  country^  After  the  facrificcs 
enjoined  them  by  this  ceremony,  a  purifying  water  was  pour-* 
ed  upon  the  guilty  hand  ^  ;  after  which  they  again  returned 
into  fociety,  and  prepared  themfelves  for  new  combats. 

The  people,  (Iruck  with  this  ceremony,  were  not  lefs  awed 
by  the  menacing  exterior  conftantly  aflumed  by  their  heroes* . 
Some  threw  over  their  ihoulders  the  fpoils  of  the  tigers  and 
lions  over  which  they  had  triumphed"  ;  others  appeared  with 
tnalTy  clubs,  or  weapons  of  different  kinds,  wrelted  from  the 
robbers  from  whom  they  had  delivered  Greece  *. 

Thus  habited,  they  prefented  themfelves  to  claim  the  rights 
of  hofpitality,  rights  at  prefent  circumfcribed  within  certain 
families,  but  then  common  to  all  r.  At  the  voice  of  the 
ftranger  every  door  flew  open,  every  attention  was  lavifhed  ; 
and  while  offering  the  nobleft  homage  to  humanity,  no  in-» 
quiries  were  made  refpeâing  rank  or  birth,  till  they  had  an- 


**  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  19.  ▼.  229.; 
lib.  «4.  T.  48. 

*  Id.  Odyff.  lib.  4.  t.  100. 

t  Ovid.  Faft.  lib.  a.  vcr.  37.  Schol. 
Soph,  in  Ajac.  v.  664. 

«  Plut,  in  Thcf.  p.  4.  Num.  Vctcr. 


*  Plut,  in  Thcf.  p.  4.  Numifirf.  Vc- 
tcr. 

y  Homer.  Iliad.  lib.  6.  ▼.  15.  Id. 
Odyff.  lib.  3.  V.  34.5  lib.  5.  v.  aoS.; 
lib.  g.  V.  544- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


INTRODUCTION.  37 

tîcîpated  every  wifli  of  their  gucft  '•  Not  to  their  legîflators 
were  the  Greeks  indebted  for  this  fublime  inftitution  j  they 
owed  it  to  Nature,  whofe  vivid  and  penetrating  light  filled 
the  heart  of  man,  and  is  not, yet  entirely  extinâ,  fince  our 
firft  moral  fenfation  is  an  emotion  of  efteem  and  confidence  for 
oar  fellow-creatures,  and  fince  diflruft  would  be  confidered  as 
an  enormous  vice,  did  not  the  experience  of  repeated  perfidy 
render  it  almoft  a  virtue. 

Yet  thcfe  ages,  though  rendered  illuftrious  by  anions  which 
do  honour  to  humanity,  were  alfo  fullicd  by  the  mod  atro* 
cious  and  unheard  of  crimes.  Some  of  thefe  have  no  doubt 
really  been  committed  j  they  were  the  fruits  of  ambition  and 
vengeance,  ungovernable  paffions,  which,  according  to  the 
difference  of  times  and  circumilances,  employed  to  attain  their 
ends  fpmetimes  the  artifices  of  cunning,  and  fometimes  open 
force.  The  reft  owe  their  origin  only  to  poetry,  which,  ia 
its  paintings,  difguifes  the  events  of  hiftory  as  it  does  the 
operations  of  Nature.  The  poets,  mafters  of  our  hearts  and 
flaves  of  their  own  imagination,  have  brought  on  the  (lage 
the  principal  heroes  of  antiquity,  and,  from  a  few  faôs  which 
have  efcapcd  the  deftrudion  of  time,  have  pourtrayed  cha- 
radlers  which  they  vary  or  contraft  at  pleafure  *.  Sometimes, 
d^iâing  them  in  hideous  colours,  they  transform  frailties 
into  crimes,  and  crfmes  into  atrocious  enormities.  We  deteil 
that  Medea,  whom  Jafon  brought  from  Colchis,  and  whofe 
whole  life,  it  is  faid,  was  one  continued  fcene  of  horrors  ;  yet 
was  (he  perhaps  acquainted  with  no  other  magic  than  her 
charms,  and  guilty  of  no  other  crime  than  love  ^.  Perhaps, 
likewife,  the  greater  part  of  thofe  princes,  whofe  memory  is 
at  prefent  covered  with  opprobrium,  were  not  more  culpable 
than  Medea.  Thofe  remote  ages  were  not  the  reign  of  bar- 
barifm,  but  rather  of  a  certain  violence  of  charaôer,  which, 


2  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  6.  t.  173.    Id. 
Odyff.  iib.  I.  V.  1»4.  ;  lib.  3.  v.  70. 
*  Plat,  in  Min.  t.  ii.  p.  3«o. 
^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  249.    Fanne- 


nifc.  ap.  Schol.  Enrip.  in  Med.  ▼.  9. 
ct  273.  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  5.  cap. 
ai.  fianier,  Mythol.  Ut.  3.  chap.  5, 
t.  iii.  p.  359. 
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'  bj  aûing  without  difguife»  freqaendj  defeated  itrel£  Ycf 
was  it  at  lead  pofUble  to  guard  againft  the  hatred  which  ma- 
sifefled  itfelf  bj  rage  ;  but  how  much  liiore  difficult  is  it  z% 
prefent  to  defend  ourfelves  againft  thofe  deliberate  cruelties 
and  cool  hatreds,  which  patiently  wait  the  moment  of  re- 
venge !  The  age  really  barbarous  is  not  that  in  which  there 
is  moll  impetuofitj'pf  paflioni  but  that  which  mod  abounds 
in  duplicity  of  fentlment. 

Neither  rank  nor  fex  afforded  exeo^ptions  frqm  domefttc 
cares,  which  ceafe  to  be  huqiiliating  when  they  are  commoa 
to  all  conditions.  Sometimes  they  were  aflbciated  with  agree- 
able talents,  fuch  as  mufic  and  dancing  ;  and  ilill  more  fre^ 
fluently  with  tumultuous  pleafures,  as  the  chafe,  and  exer- 
cifes  which  conduce  to  preferve  and  increafe  bodily  ftrength. 

The  laws  were  few  in  number  and  very  Ample,  for  it  was 
lefs  requifite  to  provide  for  cafes  of  injuftice  than  of  infult  ; 
and  more  necefi*ary  to  curb  the  paifions  in  their  inipetuoûty, 
than  to  purfue  vice  through  all  its  mazes. 

The  great  truths  of  morality,  firft  difcovered  by  that  ad- 
mirable indinâ  which  prompts  man  to  good,  were  foon  ren^ 
dered  evident  by  their  manifeft  utility  in  praftice.  The  mo- 
tives and  recompence  then  held  forth  for  virtue  were  oo^fo 
much  the  confcious  fs^isfadtion  of  the  mind,  as  the  favour  of 
the  gods,  the  public  efteem,  and  i^c  opinion  of  pofterity  ^« 
Reafon  had  not  yet  turned  inwardly  on  herfelf  to  examiop 
the  nature  of  moral  duties,  and  fubjeâ  them  to  that  apalyii:^ 
which  fometimes  tends  to  confirm,  and  fometim^s  to  overthrow 
them.  It  was  only  generally  admitted,  that  in  all.  the  occur- 
rences of  life,  it  is  advantageous  to  render  to  every  man  his 
due  ;  and  obeying  this  anfwer  of  the  heart,  hooeft  men  re- 
figned  themfelves  to  the  diôates  of  virtue,  without  regretting 
any  of  the  facrifices  it  requires. 

Knowledge  was  of  two  kinds  :  that  tradition  of  which  the 
poets  were  the  interpreters,  and  the  ex;perience  acquired  by 

^  Homer.  Uud.  lib.  %,  ▼.  119.    Id.  OdyiT.  lib.  %.  t.  64. 
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At  aged.  Tradition  preferred  fome  traces  of  the  hiflorj  o 
the  gods»  and  of  that  of  men.  Hence,  the  refpeâ  paid  to 
poets»  who  were  employed  to  recount  thefe  interefting  events 
at  banquets»  and  oA  all  folemn  occafions  ;  to  adorn  them  with 
the  charms  of  mufic»  and  to  embelliih  them  by  fiâiens  which 
flattered  the  yanitj  of  nations  and  of  fovereignsA 

The  wifdom  of  the  old  men  fupplied  the  tardy  experience 
of  ages  ^»  and  by  redueing  examples  into  principles,  made 
known  tihe  effeâs  of  the  paffions»  and  the  means  of  bringing 
them  under  controul.  Hence  originated  that  eileem  for  age^ 
which  affigned  it  the  firft  rank  in  the  aflemblies  of  the  na- 
tion, and  fcarcely  granted  jouth  the  permîûion  to  interrogate 
it  ^ 

The  extreme  vivacity  of  the  pallions  gave  an  ineflimable 
value  to  prudence,  as  did  the  neceffity  of  inftr uâion  to  the 
talent  of  eloquence. 

Of  all  the  powers  of  the  mind,  imagination  was  firft  €ul« 
ttvated,  hecaufe  this  is  the  quality  which  manifefts  itfelf  ear- 
lieft  in  the  infancy  of  men  and  nations  ;  and  it  ^as  more  efpe* 
cially  nurtured  and  expanded  among  the  Greeks,  from  the  c\u 
mate  they  inhabited,  and  the  Qonneâions  they  contraâed  with 
the  people  of  the  Eaft. 

In  Egypt,  where  the  fun  perpetually  darts  his  burning 
lays,  where  the  winds,  the  inundations  of  the  Nile,  and  other 
phaenomena,  are  fubjeft  to  a  con  ft  ant  order,  where  the  ftabi- 
lity  and  uniformity  of  Nature  feem  to  evince  its  eternity, 
every  objeét  was  aggrandized  by  the  imagination,  which  ex« 
panding  itfelf  on  all  fides  into  infinity,  neceflarily  infpired  a- 
ftoniftiment  and  awe. 

In  Greece,  where  the  fky,  fometimes  troubled  by  ftorms, 
almoft  inceftantly  fparkles  with  a  pure  light  ;  where  the  di« 
verfity  of  afpeâs  and  feafons  continually   prefents  the  eye 

d  Id.  Odyff.  lib.  I.  v.  152.  ct  S38.      I       f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  ^3.  v.  J87,  Id.  Odyff 
'  Hom.  Iliad,  lib.  i.  ▼.  259.  ;  lib.  3.  I  lib.  3.  ▼.  «4. 
V.XcS.;  lib.  ^.T.  60.  I 
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with  ftriking  cootiafls  ;  where  Nature  at  every  ftep,  at  every 
ifidsLnij  appears  iiiaaion,  and  InceiTatitlj  diver£s  froih  herfelf, 
the  imaginatioa,  richer  and  more  a^ive  than  ia  £gypt,  be- 
llowed new  embelliflinaents  on  every  objeâ,  and  diffufed  a 
mild  and  genial  warmth  through  all  the  operations  of  the 
mind. 

Thus  the  Greeks,  fnrfaking  their  foreds,  no  longer  beheld 
objeâs  under  a  terrific  and  gloomy  veil  ;  and  thas  the  Egyp- 
tians, tranfplanted  into  Greece,  gradually  foftened  the  fevere 
and  gigantic  outlines  of  their  piAures.  Intermingling  with 
each  other,  and  conftituting  but  one  and  the  fame  peoj^e,  they 
formed  a  language  brilliant  in  figurative  expreiSons  ;  they  ex- 
hibited their  ancient  opinions  in  colours  which  diminifhed 
their  fimplicity,  but  rendered  theoi  more  captivating  ;  and  as 
all  beings  capable  of  motion  fcemed  to  them  full  of  life,  and 
they  referred  to  partial  caufes  the  phaenomena  to  the  nature 
of  which  tjiey  were  ftrangers,  the  univerfe  in  their  eyes  was 
a  magnificent  machine,  the  fprings  of  which  were  aûed  on  at 
will  by  an  infinite  number  of  invi&ble  agents. 

This  was  the  origin  of  that  philofophy,  or  rather  that  re- 
ligion, which  Hill  fubfifto  among  the  people  i  a  confufed  mix- 
ture of  truths  and  falfehoods  ;  of  venerable  traditions  and 
pleafing  fidions  ;  a  fyftem  that  flatters  the  fenfes,  and  offends 
the  underftanding  ;  which  breathes  only  pleafure,  while  it 
teaches  and  applauds  virtue  ;  and  of  which  it  may  be  proper 
to  trace  a  flight  flsLetch,  as  it  ftrongly  marks  the  charader  of 
the  age  that  gave  it  birth. 

What  is  that  power  which  has  called  forth  the  univerfe 
from  chaos  ?  The  infinite  Being,  the  pure  light,  the  fource 
of  life  ^.  Let  us  give  it  the  mod  amiable  of  its  titles  -,  it  is 
love  itfelf  ;  that  love  whofc  prefeqce  reflores  harmony  to  all 
things  \  and  from  whom  both  men  and  gods  derive  their 
origin  *• 

s  Orph.  Zf,  BrQck.  Hifi.  Philor.  t.  i.  |      b  Hefiod.  Theog.  v.  120. 
p.  390.  I      1  Arifloph.  in  Av.  y.  790. 
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TfaeCs  xatellîgent  beings  dîfpoted  the  empire  of  the  world  ; 
bott  caft  to  the  earth  in  tremendous  combats,  men  were  for 
ever  fobjcaed  to  their  viâors. 

The  race  of  immortals  multiplied  like  that  of  men.  Sa. 
tarn,  ifluing  from  the  commerce  between  hbaven  and  earth, 
had  three  foas,  who  divided  the  fovereigntj  of  the  univerfc  : 
Jupiter  reigns  in  heaven,  Neptune  over  the  fea,  Pluto  in  the 
infernal  regions,  and  all  three  over  the  ei^rth  ^  ;  all  three  arc 
environed  with  a  multitude  of  deities,  intruded  with  the  eze* 
cation  of  their  commands. 

Jupiter  is  the  mod  potent  of  the  gods,  for  he  launches  the 
thunder  :  his  court  is  the  moil  fpendid  of  all  ^  it  is  the  re-> 
iidence  of  eternal  light  ;  and  muft  be  the  abode  of  happinefs, 
fince  every  earthly  good  procetsds  from  heaven. 

The  divinities  of  the  ocean  and  of  the  infernal  (hades  are 
implored  in  pertain  places  and  under  certain  circumftances  ; 
the  celeftial  gods  every  where,  and  at  every  moment  of  life. 
They  fnrpafs  the  others  in  power,  for  they  dwell  above  us  ; 
whilft  the  former  are  either  befide  us,  or  beneath  our  feet. 

The  gods  difpenfe  to  men  life,  health,  riches,  wifdom,  and 
.  valour  ^.  We  accufe  them  as  the  authors  of  our  fufferings  ™  ; 
they  reproach  us  with  being  wretched  from  our  own  faults  \ 
Pluto  is  odious  to  mortals  ^,  becaufe  he  is  inflexible.  The 
other  gods  permit  themfelves  to  be  moved  by  our  prayers, 
and  efpecially  by  our  facrifices,  the  odour  of  which  is  to  tkem 
a  delicious  perfume  '.  ^ 

If  they  have  fenfes  like  ourfelves,  they  mufl  have  the 
fame  paffions.  Beauty  makes  on  them  the  fame  impref&oa 
as  on  us.  Wc  have  often  feen  them  feeking  on  earth  for  plea- 
fures,  rendered  more  poignant  from  their  forgetting  for  a 
time  their  exalted  nature,  and  afTuming  the  veil  of  myftery. 


k  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  I5.  v.  19J. 

1  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  a.  ▼.  J 97.  ;  lib. 
7.  T.  a88.  ;  lib.  13.  ▼.730. 

"^  Id.  Iliad,  lib.  3.  ▼.  164.  ;  Ub.  6.  v. 
349. 


o  Id.  Odyff.  lib.  I.  V.  33. 
o  Id.  Iliad.  lib.  9.  ▼.  158. 
P  Homei-.  Iliad.  Ub.  4.  t.  4$.;  lib. 
a4«  V.  445. 
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By  this  peculiar  combination  of  ideas,  the  Greeks  had  n« 
intention  to  degrade  the  divinity.  Accuftomed  as  they  were 
to  judge  of  all  animated  beings  by  themfclves,  they  afcribej 
their  weakneiTes  to  the  gods,  and  their  fentiments  to  animals, 
without  imagining  that  they  debafed  the  former  or  elevated 
the  latter.  t 

When  they  wiflied  to  form  an  idea  of  the  happlnefs  of  hea« 
yen,  and  the  attention  paid  by  the  immortals  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  univerfe,  they  caft  their  eyes  around  them,  and 
faid  : 

On  earth,  nations  are  happy  when  they  pafs  their  days  ia 
feftivals  ;  a  fovereign,  when  he  aflembles  at  his  table  the 
princes  and  princefTes  who  reign  over  the  adjacent  countries  ; 
when  youthful  flaves,  perfumed  with  eflences,  pour  out  wine 
in  overflowing  goblets,  and  ikilful  fingers  harmonioufly  ac- 
cord their  voices  with  the  lyre  **  :  thus,  in  the  frequent  ban- 
quets of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  youth  and  beauty,  in  the 
perfm  of  Hebe,  diilribute  neâar  and  ambrofia  ;  the  vaulted 
roofs  of  Olympus  re-echo  with  the  fongs  of  Apollo  and  the 
mufes,  and  joy  fparkles  in  tverj  eye. 

Sometimes  Jupiter  aflembles  the  immortals  around  his 
throne,  and  deliberates  with  them  on  the  affairs  of  earth,  as 
a  fovereign  difcufles  thofe  of  his  ftatcs  with  the  tiobles  of  his 
kingdom.  The  gods  deliver  their  different  opinions,  which 
they  fupport  with  warmth,  till  Jupiter  pronounces  his  final 
decifion,  and  the  reft  fubmit  in  filence. 

The  gods  invefted  with  his  authority  communicate  motion 
to  the  univerfe,  and  are  the  authors  of  the  phaenomena  which 
aftonilh  mortals. 

Every  mornînjç  a  youthful  goddefs  opens  the  gates  of  the 
Ead,  aiid  diffufcs  a  ref refiling  coolnefs  through  the  air,  \^ile 
fhe  fcatters  flowers  over  the  fields,  and  ftrews  rubies  in  the 
path  of  the  fun.  At  this  fignal,  the  earth  awakes,  and  pre- 
—■■-■—■'         .  ■  ■     .      ■  I  ■         It 

^  Homer.  Odjrff.  lib.  I.  v.  Ij?»  ;  lib.  9,  v.  5,  Ariû,  de  i^cp.  lib.  S.  c.  ^ 
t.  ii.p.  45t. 
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|Kires  to  receive  the  god,  who  daily  bellows  oo  her  new  life  : 
he  appears  with  a  magnificence  and  fplendour  fuited  to  the 
fovereigo  of  the  ikies  ;  his  car,  conduced  by  the  hours,  flies 
and  penetrates  the  inamenfitj  of  fpace,  filling  it  with  radiance 
pnd  genial  warmth.  No  fooner  does  he  reach  the  palace  of 
the  fovereign  of  the  feas,  than  night,  who  clofelj  and  incef^ 
ffintlj  follows  him,  extends  her  gloomy  veil,  and  hangs  the 
celeflial  dome  with  innumerable  fires.  Then  rifes  another 
car,  whofe  mi}d  and  confoling  light  invites  fufceptible  hearts 
to  meditation.  It  is  condudled  by  a  goddefs.  £|he  is  coming 
in  filence  to  receive  the  tender  homage  of  Endynaion.  That 
arch  which  fhinçs  with  fuch  rich  colours,  and  extends  from 
one  fide  of  the  horizon  to  the  other,  is  formed  by  the  lumin- 
ous footfteps  of  Iris,  who  is  bearing  the  commands  of  Juno 
to  the  earth.  Pelightful  breezes  and  horrid  tempeils  are 
caufed  by  genii,  now  fporting  in  the  air,  now  flruggling  with 
each  other  to  produce  a  commotion  in  the  waves.  At  the 
foot  of  yon  eminence  is  a  grotto,  the  afylum  of  coolnefs  and 
of  peace.  There  a  beneficent  nymph  pours  forth  from  her 
inexhanftible  urn  the  ft  ream  that  fertilizes  the  adjacent  plain  ; 
there  fhe  llflens  to  thç  vows  of  the  youthful  beauty,  who 
cornes  to  contemplate  her  charms  in  the  fleeting  waters.  If 
we  enter  that  gloomy  wood,  it  is  neither  the  filence  nor  the 
folitude  th^t  occupies  the  mind  :  we  are  in  the  haunts  cf  the 
druids  and  the  fylvans,  and  the  fecret  awe  we  feel  is  the  eSeft 
of  the  divine  majefty. 

To  whatever  fi^e  we  turn  our  fteps,  we  are  in  the  prefencc 
of  the  gods  ;  we  dlfcover  them  within  us  and  without  ;  they 
have  divided  the  empire  of  our  fouls,  and  direâ:  our  inclina* 
tions  :  fome  prefide  over  war  and  the  arts  of  peace  ;  others 
infpire  the  love  of  wifdoxn  or  of  pleafure;  all  of  them  chc- 
rifli  jullice  and  proteâ  virtue  :  thirty  thoufand  divinities^ 
^ifperfed  around  us,  continually  watch  over  our  thoughts  and 
aftions  ^     When  we  z&  juftly,  heaven  prolongs  our  days  and 

5  Pçilod.  Qpcr.  f .  a  ja 
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increafes  our  happinefs,  but  punifhes  us  when  we  do  evil  <• 
jOn  the  commiQion  of  crimes»  Nemefis  and  the  black  furies 
iflue,  with  horrid  roarings,  from  the  depths  of  hell  ;  and  glid- 
ing into  the  heart  of  the  guilty  mortal,  torment  him  day  and 
flight  by  piercing  and  funereal  ihrleks.  Thefe  mrieks  are  the 
remorfe  of  confcience^  If  the  wicked  man,  before  his  death, 
fiegleâs  to  appeafe  the  avenging  powers  by  holy  ceremonies, 
the  furies,  adhering  to  his  foul  as  to  their  prey,  drag  it  into 
the  gulphs  of  Tartarus.  For  the  Greeks  univerfally  believ« 
cd  the  immortality  of  the  foul.  The  following  was  their 
doârine,  derived  from  the  Egyptians,  concerning  that  fub- 
fiance  of  which  we  know  fo  little. 

The  fpiritual  foul,  that  is,  the  mind  or  intelledual  faculty, 
is  enveloped  in  a  fenfitive  foul,  which  is  no  other  than  a  lu- 
minous and  fublle  matter,  the  faithful  image  of  the  body,  on 
which  it  is  moulded,  and  whofe  refemblance  and  dimenfions 
it  for  ever  continues  to  retain.  Thefe  %  two  fouls  are  ftrîâly 
united  during  life,  but  are  feparated  by  death  ^  ;  and  whilft 
the  fpiritual  foul  afcends  to  heaven,  the  other  takes  its  flighr, 
under  the  conduâ  of  Mercury,  to  the  extremities  of  the  earth, 
where  are  the  infernal  regions,  the  throne  of  Pluto,  and  the 
tribunal  of  Minos,  Abandoned  by  the  whole  world,  and 
with  nothing  on  which  to  rely  for  fupport  but  its  good  ac- 
tions, the  foul  appears  before  this  dread  tribunal,  hears  its 
fentence,  and  is  admitted  to  the  Elyfian  fields,  or  plunged  in 
Tartarus. 

The  Greeks,  who  had  founded  the  happinefs  of  their  gods 
only  on  fenfual  enjojments,  were  unable  to  imagine  any  o. 
ther  delights  for  the  Elyfiim  fields  but  a  delicious  tempera- 
ture, and  a  profound  but  uniform  tranquillity  :  feeble  advan- 
tages, which  did  not  prevent  virtuous  fouls  from  fighing  for 
the  light  of  day,  and  regretting  their  paifions  aad  their  plea- 
fures. 

s  Horn.  Odyff.  lib.  13.  v.  ai4.  I       "  Hoin.  Odyff.  1.  lï.  v.  217.   Note» 

^  Ciccr.  de  Leg.  lib.  z.  c.  14.  t.  iii.  I  of  Madame  Dacier,  on  the  xoth  and 
p,  127.  I  ixth  books  of  tlie  OdjSey, 
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Tartams  is  the  abode  of  lamentation  and  defpair  ;  the  guiltjr 
are  there  configned  to  dreadful  torments  ;  their  entrails  are 
gnawed  by  cruel  vultures,  thej  are  whirled  round  upon  the 
axes  of  burning  wheels.  There  Tantalus  every  moment  ex- 
pires with  hunger  and  with  thirfl,  in  the  midft  of  a  refrefhing 
ilream,  and  beneath  trees  laden  with  fruit  :  there  the  daugh- 
ters of  Danaus  are  condemned  to  fill  a  veflel,  from  which  tht 
water  is  continually  efcaping  ;  and  Sifyphus  to  fix  upon  the 
fummic  of  a  mountain  a  rook  he  labours  to  roll  up,  and  which 
immediately  falls  back  of  itfelf  when  he  is  on  the  point  of 
accomplifhing  his  talk.  Infupportable  wants,  ever  aggravat- 
ed by  the  prcfence  of  the  objeâs  fitted  to  gratify  them  ;  la- 
bours perpetually  the  fame,  and  eternally  unfuccefsful.  What 
puniihments  I  The  imagination  that  invented  them  had  ex- 
haufted  the  utmoft  refinements  of  cruelty  to  provide  chaftife- 
ments  for  guilt  ;  whilft  it  offered  no  other  recompence  to  vir- 
tue but  an  imperfcâ  felicity,  and  that  too  poifoned  by  regret. 
Was  it  believed  more  falatary  to  guide  men  by  the  fear  of 
puniihments  than  by  the  allurements  of  pleafure  ;  or  rather, 
was  it  eafier  to  multiply  the  images  of  mifery  than  tho£e  of 
faappinefs  ? 

This  rude  fyftem  of  religion  taught  a  fmall  number  of 
dogmas  cfifential  to  the  tranquillity  of  fociety  ;  the  exi&ence 
«yf  the  gods,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  rewards  for  virtuCi 
puniihments  for  vice  :  it  prefcribed  ceremonies  which  might 
contribute  to  maintain  thefe  truths,  in  its  feflivals  and  my- 
fteries  ;  it  prefented  civil  government  with  powerful  means 
by  which  to  turn  to  advantage  the  ignorance  and  credulity  o€ 
the  people,  in  its  oracles,  aud  the  fcience  of  augury  and  di- 
vination ;  it  lei'c  every  man,  in  fine,  at  liberty  to  ado^t  the 
ancient  traditions  which  he  thought  proper,  and  inceilantly 
to  load  with  new  inventions  the  hiftory  and  genealogy  of  the 
gods  'f  fo  that  the  imagination,  free  to  create  faâs,  and  to 
vary  by  prodigies  thofe  which  were  already  known,  never 
eeafed  to  embelliih  its  details  by  the  marvellous,  that  oma- 
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nent  fo  frigid  In  the  eje  of  reafon,  but  fo  fall  of  charms  for 
youthful  minds  and  infant  nations;  The  narratives  of  the 
traveller  to  his  admiting  hofts,  of  the  father  of  a  family  to 
his  liftening  children,  of  the  bard  admitted  to  the  entertain- 
ments of  princes,  were  wrought  up  in  the  intrigue,  and  con* 
duâed  to  the  cataftrophe  bj  thp  intervention  of  the  gods  ; 
and  the  fy&eak  of  religion  infenfiblj  became  the  fjftem  of 
poetry  and  fiâion. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  erroneous  ideas  which  prevailed  re^ 
fpeâing  natural  philofophy,  enriched  language  with  a  muU 
titude  of  images.  The  habit  of  confounding  motion  with 
life,  and  life  with  fentiment  ;  the  facility  of  conneâing  cer^' 
tain  relations  fubfifting  between  objeâs,  made  men  in  con- 
rerfation  attribute  to  the  mod  infenfible  beings,  a  foul,  or  pro« 
perties  wholly  foreign  from  their  nature  :  the  fword  ^a^faid 
to  third  after  the  blood  of  the  enemy  ;  the  dart  to  fly  impa^ 
tient  to  deftroy.  Wings  were  afcribed  to  every  thing  that 
cleaves  the  air,  to  lightning,  to  the  winds,  to  arrows,  to  the 
found  of  the  voice  ;  Aurora  had  rofy  fingers,  the  fun  goldea 
trèfles,  and  Thetis  CIver  feet.  Such  metaphors  were  admire 
ed,  efpecially  for  their  novelty  ;  and  the  language  of  GreecCp* 
like  that  of  all  nations  in  their  infancy,  became  poetical. 

Such  was  nearly  the  progrefs  of  the  human  mind  among 
the  Greeks,  when  Codrus  facrificed  his  life  for  the  fafety  of 
his  country^.  The  Athenians,  ftruck  with  this  magnani- 
mous aâion»  aboliihed  the  regal  title  ;  they  a£5irmed  that 'Co- 
drus had  raifed  it  fo  high,  that  it  mu&  be  henceforth  beyond 
Jthe  defert  of  mortals  :  they  adopted  Jupiter,  ^therefore,  for 
their  fovereign  ^  ;  and  placing  Meden,  the  fon  of  Cèdrus,  by 
the  fide  of  the  throne,  they  named  him  archon,  or  perpetual 
chief*,  requiring  him  neverthelefa  to  render  an  account  of  hi% 
adminiftration  to  the  people  ^« 


^  Meurf.  de  Regib.  Athen.  lib.  3.  1      •  The  year  109»  before  Cbrift. 
Mp.  II.  I     ^  Paufao.  lib.  4.  cap.  5.  p.  «9T.' 

y  Schol.  Aiiftopb.  in  Nub.  y.  a«        I- 
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The  brother  of  this  prince  had  oppofed  his  eleâlon  ^  ;  but 
•n  feeing  it  confirmed  by  the  oracle,  rather  than  cherifh  a 
principle  of  intefline  divifions  in  their  country»  thej  aban« 
dooed  it  to  feek  a  happier  fortune  in  diflant  lands. 

Attica  and  the  countries  which  furround  it  were  at  this 
time  overftocked  with  inhabitants  :  the  conquefts  of  the  Hera- 
elidac  had  occafioned  a'  reflux  into  this  part  of  Greece  of  the 
whole  nation  of  the  lonians,  who  formerly  occupied  twelve 
cities  in  Peloponnefus  ^.  Thefe  foreigners,  become  a  burden 
to  the  places  that  ferved  them  as  an  afjlum,  and  il  ill  too  con- 
tiguous to  thofe  they  had  quitted,  wiihed  fo|  a  change  which 
ihould  make  them  forget  their  misfortunes.  The  fons  of  Co« 
drus  pointed  out  to  them,  beyond  the  feas,  thofe  rich  plains 
in  the  extremity  of  Afia,  oppofite  to  Europe,  part  of  which 
was  already  occupied  by  thofe  Cohans  whom  the  Hera- 
didae  had  formerly  driven  out  of  Peloponnefus  ^.  On  the 
confines  of  JEolia  was  a  fertile  country,  fituated  in  a  delight- 
ful climate,  and  inhabited  by  barbarians,  whom  the  Greeks 
began  to  defpife.  The  fons  of  Codrus,  propofing  this  as  the 
objeâ  of  their  expedition,  were  followed  by  a  great  number 
of  adventurers  of  all  ages  and  countries  ^  :  the  barbarians 
made  but  a  feeble  refinance  ;  and  the  colony  foon  found  itfelf 
in  poiTeffion  of  as  many  cities  as  it  had  held  in  Peloponnefus  ; 
and  thefe  cities,  among  which  Miletus  and  Ephefus  were  çou- 
fpicuous,  by  their  union  compofcd  the  Ionic  body  ^, 

Medon  tranfmitted  to  his  defcendants  the  dignity  of  ar- 
«hon  i  but  as  that  of&ce  began  to  give  fome  umbrage  to  the 
Athenians,  they  at  length  limited  its  duration  to  ten  years*; 
and  their  alarms  increaiing  with  their  precautions,  they  finally 


^  Paofiu).  ].  7-  c.  2.  p.  5^3.  ^lUn. 
Var.  Hift.  lib.  8.  cap.  5.  VcUcius  Pa- 
ierai], lib.  I.  cap.  a. 

t>  Herodoc.  lib.  x.  cap.  145.  Strab. 
lib.  «.  p.  383. 

^  JdcTQdoc  ]i}>.  J.  cap.  149.    Strab. 


lib.  13.  p.  58a. 

^  Pattfap.  lib.  7.  cap.  3.  p.  524. 

^  Herod,  lib.  i.  cap.  14a.  Strab. 
lib.  14.  p.  633.  -^iian.  Var.  Hift. 
lib.  8.  cap.  5. 

»  The  year  75a  before  Chrift, 
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dtvided  it  among  nine  annual  magiftrates  *,  ^lio  ftill  bear  the 
title  of  archons  ^. 

Thefe  are  all  the  changes  which  the  hiftorj  of  Athens  pre- 
fents  usy  from  the  death  of  Codrus  to  the  firft  Olympiad»  dur- 
ing a  period  of  three  hundred  and  fixteen  jears.  Thefe  ages, 
from  all  appearances,  were  ages  of  happinefs  ;  for  the  cala- 
mities of  nations  are  never  erafed  from  their  traditions,  "^e 
cannot  infill  too  llronglj  on  a  refleâion  fo  affliâing  for  huma- 
nitj.  In  this  long  interval  of  peace,  Attica  undoubtedly  pro- 
duced noble  and  generous  men,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  and  fages  who,  by  fuperiority  of  underftand- 
ing,  maintained  harmony  in  all  the  orders  of  the  Hate  :  they 
are  forgotten,  for  they  had  only  virtues.  Had  torrents  of 
blood  and  tears  flowed  at  their  command,  their  names  would 
have  triumphed  over  time  ;  and,  in  default  of  hiftorians,  the 
monuments  confecrated  to  their  memory  would  ftill  fpeak  for 
them  in  the  midfl  of  the  public  places.  Mud  we  then  deflroy 
men  to  merit  altars  ! 

Whilft  Attica  enjoyed  this  ftate  of  tranquillity,  the  other 
nations  of  Greece  were  difturbed  only  by  flight  and  moment- 
ary concuffions  :  ages  glided  on  in  filence,  or  rather  were  fil- 
led by  three  of  the  greateft  men  who  ever  have  exifted  ; 
Homer,  Lycurgus,  and  Ariftomenus.  We  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  two  latter  at  Lacedaemon  and  in  Meflenia  3  but 
every  age  and  place  has  refounded  with  the  fame  of  Homer. 

Homer  flourifhed  about  four  centuries  after  the  Trojan 
war  f .  In  his  time,  poetry  was  greatly  cultivated  among  the 
Greeks  :  the  fource  of  thofe  fiftions,  which  conftitute  its  cf* 
fence  or  its  ornament,  became  every  day  more  copious  ;  lan- 
guage fparkled  with  imagery,  and  by  its  irregularity  was 
better  adapted  to  the  wiflies  of  the  poet  J.  Two  remarkable 
events,  the  Theban  and  the  Trojan  war,  furnilhed  genius 
with  noble  fubjeds.     Bards,  with  their  lyres  in  hand,  every 

•  The  year  684  before  Chrift.  I      f  Towards  the    year    900    before 

f  Meurf.  de  Archont.  lib.  z.  cap.  z,  I  Chrift. 
fee.  Coiiiii.  Fail*  Att.  difleic.  z,  |     t  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  voiome. 
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îvhere  faog-  to  the  admiriog  Greeks  the  exploits  of  their  an- 
cient warriors. 

Orphens,  Linus,  Mufssusi  and  a  number  of  other  poets^, 
whofe  works  are  loft,  a  circûmftance  to  tvhich  they  are  per- 
haps indebted  for  a  great  (hare  of  their  celebrity,  had  already 
made  their  appearance  :  already  that  Hefiod,  who  is  (aid  to 
have  rivalled  âomer,  had  entered  the  career,  and  in  a  fofit 
and  harmonious  ftyle  ^  fnng  the  genealogy  of  die  gods,  the  la- 
boars  of  the  country,  and  other  fubjeâs  rendered  iiiterefting 
by  his  genius. 

Homer,  therefore,  found  an  art,  which  for  fome  time  had 
been  in  its  infancy,  and  the  progrès  of  which  was  daily 
quickened  by  emulation.  He  took  it  at  this  period,  and  car- 
ried it  to  fuch  a  height  that  he  appeared  its  creator. 

He  is  faid  to  have  fung  thé  war  of  Thebes  *  :  he  compofed 
(everal  works  which  would  have  glyen  him  an  equality  to  the 
firft  poets  of  his  time  ;  but  the  Iliad  and  Odyffey  place  hiqi 
above  all  before  or  after  him. 

In  the  former  of  thefe  poems  be  has  defcribed  fome  events' 
of  the  Trojan  war  ;  and  in  the  fécond^  the  return  of  Ulyifes 
to  his  country. 

During  the  fiege  of  Troy,  an  event  had  occurred  which 
had  fixed  the  attention  of  Homer.  Achilles,  infulted  by  Aga- 
memnooy  withdrew  to  his  camp  :  his  abfence  enfeebled  the 
Grecian  army,  and  reanimated  the  courage  of  the  Trojians» 
who,  iallying  from  their  walls,  attacked  their  enemies,'  and 
were  almoft  always  viâors  in  frequent  combats:  already* 
were  they  fpreading  flames  amid  the  ihips  pf  the  Greeks^ 
when  Patroclus  appeared,  clad  in  the  armour  of  Achilles» 
He£tor  attacks  him,  and  he  falls  ;  Achilles,  who  had  remain- 
ed inflexible  to  all  the  entreaties  of  the  chiefs  ai  the  army, 
flies  again  to  the  field,  avenges  the  death  of  Patroclus  by  that 

s  Fabr.  Bibl.  Oraic.  1. 1.  I  Cenf.  t.  V.  |^.  419.  qaintil.  InlÙt.  Ortt; 

b  IKoBTf.  Haticar.  de  Compof.  Verb.  I  Hb.  10.  cap.  1.  p.  6^. 
k£L  «3.  t  V.  p.  173.  Id.  dc  Vçt.  Script.  I      l  Keradoc.  lib.  4.  ctp.  >|a.    Paafasi. 

I  lib*  9.  cap.  9.  p.  729. 
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df  the  Troj«ft  genef al  ;  gives  order  for  tliç  faner&l  cbTequies 
of  his  friend,  and  for  a  ranf9m  redores  to  the  unhappy  Priam 
the  body  of  his  fon  Heftor. 

Thefe  events,  happening  in  the  fpace  of  a  very  fetv  days  ^^ 
l^cré  the  tonfequence  of  the  anger  'of  Achilles  againft  Aga- 
jiiemnon,  and  formed,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  fiege^  an  epifode/ 
-wrhich  ifaight  eafily  bfe  detached,  and  which  Homer  chofe  for 
the  fiibjeft  of  his  Iliad*  In  treating  it,  he  has  obferved  the 
hiftorical  order;  but,  to  give  greater  luftre  to  his  fabjefl:, 
has  imagined,  according  to  the  received  fyftem  of  the  age» 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  gods  had  been  divided 
between  the  Greeks  arid  Trojans,  and,  to  render  his  poean 
more  interefting,  has  introduced  all  his  charaâers  in  aâiôn  : 
an  artifice  perhaps  unknown  before  his  time,  which  has  given 
bifth  to  the  drama  ^,  and  which  he  again  employed  in  the 
Odyffcy  with  the  fattie  fuccefs. 

More  art  and  knowledge  are  difplayed  in  the  latter  poetn. 
Ten  years  had  elapfed  fince  Ulyfles  had  left  the  (hores  of 
Ilium.  Unjuft  plunderers  were  diflipating  his  property;  thej 
were  endeavouring  to  compel  his  difconfolate  wife  to  contraft 
a  fécond  marriage,  and  to  fix  a  choice  it  was  no  longer  in  her 
power  to  defer.  At  this  moment  the  fcene  of  the  Odyfley 
opens.  Tclemachus,  the  fon  of  Oljffes,  repairs  to  the  con* 
tinent  of  Greece,  to  interrogate  Neftor  and  Menelaus  refpeft- 
ing  the  fate  of  his  father.  Whilft  he  is  at  Lacedaemoo, 
UJyfiVs  departs  from  the  ifland  of  Calypfo,  and,  after  a  peril* 
o«s  voyage,  is  eaft  away  in  a  tempeft  on  the  ifle  of  the  Phaea- 
cians,  contiguous  to  Ithaca.  In  an  age  when  commerce  had 
not  yet  formed  conneftions  between  different  countries,  the 
inhabitants  thronged  roUnd  a  ftranger,  to  hear  the  narrative 
of  his  adventures.  Ulj^ffes,  prefled  to  fiitisfy  a  court  in  which 
ignorance  and  a  tafte  for  the  marvellous  were  exceffive,  re- 
counts the  prodigies  he  has  beheld,  moves  their  pity  by  the 

t 

fc  Dt  Poeme  Bpl|ue,  par  Boffo,  Uv.  I  i  Plat.  îo  Thest.  t.  i.  p^.  ts^  td« 
ii.  p.  2169.  I  de  Repab.  lib.  ig.  t.  ii.  p.  598  et  607, 

I  Avift.  <h  Poet.  csp.  4.  t.  ii.  p*  ^55^ 
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recital  of  hb  fuffcrings,  and  obtains  fucconrs  to  return  into 

his  domitiioiis.     He  arrives,  dtlcovers  himfelf  to  his  fon,  and 

concerts  widi  him  efficaciotis  meafares  to  revenge  themfelyes 

of  tfaeir  common  enemies. 

ft 

The  aâion  of  the  Odyffey  lafts  but  forty  days  "  j  but,  by 
means  of  the  plan  he  has  addpted.  Homer  has  found  the  fe- 
cret  of  defcribing  all  the  circumftances  of  the  return  of  Ulyf« 
fes;  of  relating  many  particulars  of  the  fiege  of  Troy;  and 
difplaying  the  knowledge  he  had  himfelf  acquired  in  his  tra- 
vels. He  appears  to  have  compofed  this  work  in  an  advanced 
age;  fome  have  imagined  they  difcovered  this  in  the  multi- 
plicity of  his  narrations,  as  alfo  in  the  mild  and  tranquil  eha.* 
raâer  of  the  principal  perfonages,  and  a  certain  gentle  warmth 
refemliling  that  of  the  fetting  fun  "• 

Though  it  was  certainly  the  objeft  of  Homer  to  pleafe 
more  efpecially  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  the  moral  of  the 
Iliad  clearly  is,  that  nations  are  always  facrificed  to  the  divi.» 
-fions  of  their  leaders  ;  and  that  of  the  Odyffey,  that  prudence, 
united  with  courage,  triumphs,  fooncr  or  later,  over  the  great* 
eft  oUlacles. 

The  Iliad  and  Odypfey  were  fcarcely  known  in  Greece^ 
'When  Lycurgus  appeared  in  Ionia  ^  ;  the  genius  of  the  poet 
fpoke  ftiftantly  to  the  genius  of  the  legSfliitor*  Lycurgus  dif- 
covered Icflbnd  of  .wifdom,  where  ordinary  men  faw  nothing 
botpleafing  fiâions  p.  He  copied  the  two  poems,  and  with 
theai  enriched  'his  country  ;  from  whence  they  were  commu- 
nicated to  all  the  Greeks.  Aôors  appeared,  known  by  the 
name  of  rhapfodifts  **,  who  detached  feledled  paffages  from 
them,  and  trarvelled  over  Greece,  delighted  to  hear  them  re- 
peat their  parts.  One  fang  the  valour  of  Diomede  ;  another 
the  farewell  of  Andromache  ;  and  others  the  death  of  Patro- 
clns  «id  of  Heâor  ^. 


^  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Belles  Let* 
tzety  t.  ii.  p.  589. 

°  Lioogio.  de  Sûbl  cap.  9. 

^  AOac  d«  Patr.  Homcr^  cap.  5. 


P  Plut.  io  Lye.  t«  Î.  p.  41. 
^  Schol.  Find,  in  Ncm.  od.  1.  j.  X. 
^  JEllan.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  15.  cap.  14* 
AUat.  de  patr.  Homer,  cap.  j« 
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The  reputation  of  Homer  feemed  to  increafe  with  the  di« 
Tifion  and  difiribution  of  his  verres  ;  but  the  texture  of  his 
poems  was  infenfibly  deftroj'ed  ;  and  as  their  parts,  from  be- 
ing too  much  feparated,  were  in  danger  of  lofing  their  con- 
nedion  with  the  whole,  Solon  prohibited  feveral  rhapfodifts» 
when  aflembled,  from  taking  at  hazard  detached  pafiages  from 
the  writings  of  Homer,  ordaining,  that  in  their  recitals  thej 
ihould  follow  the  order  obferved  by  the  author^  fo  that  one 
fliould  take  up  the  fubjeû  where  the  other  finiihed  '• 

Thisj  regulation  provided  againft  one  danger,  but  fuffered 
another  of  dill  greater  confequence  to  fubfift.  The  poems  of 
Homer,  abandoned  to  the  enthufiafm  and  ignorance  of  thofe 
by  whom  they  were  publicly  fung  pr  commented  on,  daily 
underwent  new  corruptions  in  the  recital  ;  they  fuffered  con« 
fiderable  lofles,  and  were  loaded  with  interpolations.  Pififtia- 
tus,  and  his  fon  Hipparchus  %  undertook  to  reftore  the  text 
to  its  original  purity  ;  they  confulted  ikilful  grammarians,  ho- 
lered rewards  to  every  perfon  who  fliould  produce  any  au* 
thentic  fragment  of  the  Iliad  and  Odyfley,  and  after  a  long 
sind  arduous  labour,  gave  complete  copies  of  thefe  two  noble 
poems  to  the  admiring  Greeks,  equally  aftoniihed  at  the  in- 
genuity of  their  plans,  and  the  beauties  of  their  execution. 
Hipparchus  likewife  ordered  that  the  verfes  of  Homer  fliould 
be  fung  at  the  feftival  of  the  Panathenaea,  in  the  order  pre- 
fcribedby  the  law  of  Solon  ^. 

Pofterity,  which  cannot  eftimate  the  glory  of  kings  and 
/heroes  by  their  aâions,  hears,  as  it  were^  from  far  the  refeund- 
ing  fame  of  their  immortal  deeds,  and  re-echoes  it  to  follow- 
ing times.  But  the  reputation  of  an  author,  whoiie,  writings 
flill  fubfift,  muft  be  the  refuh  of  the  fucceiEve  judgments 
which  confecutive  ages  have  pronounced  in  his  favour.  The 
^  glory  of  Homer,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  has  increafed  in  pro» 


s  I;aert.  in  Solbo.  lib.  I.  §  57.  I  lat.  de  Pttr.  Homer,  cap.  5. 

<  Cicer.  deOrat.  lib.  3.  cap.  34.  t.  i.  ]  "  Plat,  in  Hipparc.  t.  ii.  p.  mS. 
p.  3f  2.  Pai>raii.  lib.  7.  cap.  ^6.  p.  594.  I  JEliao.  Var.  Hiû.  lib.  8.  cap.  s.  not. 
Meurf.  in  Fiiiftrat,  cap.  $i  et  XX.    Al-  I  Pcm.  ibid.  Ljcvrg,  ia  Lcocr.  p.  z6<. 
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portion  as  .his  works  have  become  better  known,  and  his 
readen  more  ca{>able  of  appreciating  their  real  worth.  The 
Greeks  haye  never  been  fo  learned  and  polite  as  they  are  at 
this  dajy  and  never  were  they  imprefled  with  to  profound  au 
admiration  for  that  poet*  His  name  is  in  every  mouth,  and 
his  portrait  before  every  eye  ;  feveral  cities  difpute  the  ho- 
nour of  having  given  him  birth  ^  ;  others  have  dedicated  tem- 
ples to  him  '  :  the  Argives,  who  invoke  him  in  their  holy 
ceremonies,  fend  an  annual  facrifice  into  the  ifle  of  Chios  in 
his  honour  '•  His  verfes  refound  through  all  Greece,  and  are 
the  brighteft  ornament  of  her  fplendid  feftivals.  In  them 
youth  finds,  its  firft  inftni£lions  *  :  from  them  JEfchylus  ^,  So- 
phocles ^,  Archilochus,  Herodotus»  Demofthenes  ^,  Pkto,  % 
and  the  moil  efteemed'  authors,  have  drawn'  the  greater  part 
of  the  beauties  that  abound  in  their  writings  ;  aud  by  them 
the  fculptor  Phidias  ^,  and  the  painter  Euphranor  s,  were 
taught  worthily  to  reprefent  the  awful  majefty  of  the  fove- 
reign  of  the  gods.  How  wondrous  then  is  .this  man,  who 
inftruâs  legiflators  in  the  fcience  of  politics  ;  who  teaches 
philofophers  and  hiSorians  the  art  of  writing,  and  poets  and 
orators  that  of  moving  the  paffions  ;  who  difclofcs  and  a- 
paads  every  talent  \  and  whole  fuperiority  is  fo  univerfiiUy 
acknowledged,  that  we  are  no  more  jealous  of  his  pfe*emir 
fteoce,  than  of  the  fun  by  which  we  are  enlightened  ! 

I  am  aware  that  Homer  muft  mo(^  efpecially  intereft  his 
own  nation.  The  principal  houfes  of  Greece  thii^k  they  difr 
cover  in  his  works  the  titles  of  thei^  origin  i  and  the  different 
ftates,  the  epocha  of  their  greatnefs.     Frequeotly  his  teflir 


*  Aul.  GtH.  lib.  3.  cap.  tx.  Strab. 
lib.  i4«  P*  645.   Paofan.  lib.  10.  c.  24. 

y  Strab.  lib.  14.  p.  646. 

^  Certain.  Homer,  ct  Mefiod. 

^  Enilath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  I.  p.  145,. 
Id.  in' lib.  a.  p.  «63. 

b  Atben.  lib.  8.  cap.  8.  p.  347. 

^  ValkcD.  Diatr.  in  Eurip.  Hippol. 

p.  94- 

^  JLoD|^io.  dt  Sabl.  c.  13.  Dionyf. 
^lUcar.  Epift.  ad  Pomp.  (.  vi,  p.  77a. 


*  Panaet.  ap.  Ciccr.  Tufcul.  lib.  I, 
cap;  s^*  t.  ii.  p.  160, 

f  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  ZSÀ-  Plu^  '^V^ 
JEmil,  1. 1.  p.  470.  Vaî.Max.  lib.  3. 
capu.  7.  estera.  Np.  4. 

^  Euftatb.  ad  Iliad.,  lib.  I.  p.  145* 

b.Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Cofnpof.  Verb. 
t.  ▼.  cap.  s  6.  p.  97.  Id.  ibid.  cap.  24» 
p.  187.  Qaintil.  loÛit.  lib«  10.  c.  X. 
p.6a8. 
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xnony  has  even  fafficed  to  determihe'  the  ancient  limkfi  ot  two 
neighbouring  nations  K  But  thi»  niertt,  which,  he  ought 
poiTefs  in  common  with  many  authors  now  coDfigned  to  ohlU 
^ion,  never  couid  produce  the  enthofiafai.  excited  by  his 
poems  ;  many  other  fprings  muft  have  operated  to  obtain  him 
among  the  Gref:k,s  the  empire  of  tlie  mind. 

I  am  but  a  Scythian^  and  the  harmony  of  Hoaet^s  vcrfies» 
that  harmony  which  tranfports  the  enraptorad  Greeks»  fre» 
quently  efcapes  my  unpoliihed  organs  :  but  T  am.  no  longer 
maimer  o£  my  admiration,  when  I  fee  this  lofty  genitrs,  hover* 
xng,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak^  over  the  univeife;  darting  on  every 
fide  his  ardent  glances,  and.  colleéting  thofe  flames  ^d  colours 
vrith  which  all  ohjeâs  f^aikle  in  his  fight  ;  entering  the  coun-« 
cil  of  the  gods»  fathoming  the  receffes  of  the  human  hearty 
and  quickly,  rich  with  his  difcoveries^  intoxicated  with  the 
beauties  of  nature,  and»  no  longer  able  to  fnpport  the  atdonr 
that  confumes  him,  diftributing  it  with  profufion  in  his  de^ 
fcriptions  and  exprefiion'S,  making  heaven  contend  with  earth, 
and  the  paffions  ftrive  for  maftery  with  each  other  ;  daîzzling^ 
us  by  thofe  ftrokes-  of  light  which  appertain  only  to  fnperior 
t:dents>;  hurrying  us  away  by  thofe  falties  of  fentiment  that 
eonilitute  the  true  fublime,  and  ever  leaving  a  profound  im- 
preâSon  which  feems  to  expand  and  ennoble  the  foul.  For 
what  above  aUdiftinguiflies  Homer,  is  the  power  of  animat- 
ing every  thing  *^,  andi  of  perpetually  communicating  to  u^ 
the  emotions  with  which  he  is  himfelf  agitated  ;  it  is  the  ikill 
with  which  he  renders  every  other  fubordinate  to  the  leading 
pailion  ;  following  it  through  all  its  tranfports,  its  extrava- 
gancies, ^d  incongruities.;  elevating  it  to  the  clouds,  and 
again  precipitating  it,  when  neceflary,  from  its  height,  by  the 
force  of  fentiment  and  virtue,  as  the  flames  of  ^tna  are  dafli- 
ed  by  the  wind  to  the  bottom  of  the  abyfs  :  it  is  the  felicity 
with  which  he  has  feii^ed  great  charaâers,  the  (kill  with  which 


\  £uûath.^n  Homer,  t.  %,  p.  26$*      |      *■  Arift.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  xi. 

1 1.  ii.  p.  S95' 
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he  bM  iWéfû&ed  the  power,  the  hvs^vtv js  wi  Other  qD^liiiee 
of  bis  perfbnages,  not  bj  cold  and  fa(lidiôu$  defcriptioas,  but 
by  repid  aad  vigorous  (Irokes  of  pencil,  or  by  novel  fîâSone 
lcattpr«4  AS  it  were  fortuitouflj  thrpugh  his  works.  I  i^ount 
with  him  into  the  heavens  :  I  difcover  Venus  in  all  her  be^^jr 
by  tbA(  girdle  inceflkntlj  emitting  the  fires  of  love,  inopsttcnt 
defire»  £K4uâive  graces,  and  the  inexprefilbie  charms  of  ]ai|r 
giiafe  find  (he  eyes  ^  ;  I  recognize  Pallas  and  her  furies,  by 
that  9gi8  oq  which  are  fufpended  terror»  difcord»  vjoleoGei 
and  the  cren^endous  head  of  the  horrid  gorgon  '^.  Jupiler 
and  Neptune  are  the  ipoft  powerful  Qf  the  g^s  ;  but  Nep« 
tune  muà  have  ^  trident  to  ihake  the  earih  '^  ;  and  J^pÎMjT 
his  nod  to  oiake  Oljippus  tremble  ^t  I  defcend  to  earth  i 
Achilles,  Ajax,  and  Oiomedes,  are  the  ipod  formidable  of 
the  Greeks  ;  but  Dlofnedies  retires  at  the  fight  pf  the  Tri^gn 
army  ^  ;  Ajax  does  not  give  way  till  he  ha^  fevers)  tinges. re? 
pul£iB4  it  *!  ;  Achilles  ihoyvs  himfelf»  and  it  difappears  '• 

HiefÎB  difer^nce^  are  not  contrafled  iq  thf  iaored  books  of 
the  Greeks,,  for  fo  the  Iliad  and  OdyiTey  oiay  be  termed*  The 
poet  b^  given  a  folid  baiis  tp  his  models  ;  he  detltehed  at  plM* 
fure  thofe  difcriminating  (hadesi  and  had  thetn  prefent  beibre 
his  mind,  at  the  very  iuQant  he  was  bellowing  on  bis  çhtit  « 
raâers  fbme  momentary  variations  :  for»  in  fa£^,  art  alone  %t9 
tributes  a  confiant  unity  to  charaâers  ;  nature  prodnces  Vfiïïf 
which  do  not  occafionally  differ  from  themfelv/ss  in  the  var^ 
ous  occurrences  of  life. 

Plato  did  not  fii^d  fui&cient  dignity  in  the  grief  o£  Achilles» 
nor  in  that  pf  Priam,  when  the  former  rolls  bimfelf  in  the 
dud  after  the  ^eath  of  Patrocltis,  and  when  the  latter  has  re^^ 
courfe  to  a  humiliating  a^ion  to  obtain  the  dead  body  of  his 
fon  K  But  how  (Irange  .is. that  dignity  which  ilifies  the  feelf 
isgs  of  paturp  !  For  my  part,  I  coiximepd  Homer  for  having. 


1  Hom«r.  Uiad.lib.  14.  v.  915. 
°  W.  ibid.  lib.  5.  V.  738. 
"  Id.  Odyflr.  lib.  4.  V.  jeô. 
*»  lUad.  Ub.  I.  v.  530. 


P  |li»J.lib.5.v.6e5. 

^  ïlia.1.  lib.  ir,v.  565.    N 

'  Iliad,  lib.  i)$.  ▼.  %%t, 

*  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  388^ 
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like  n^ttnre,  placed  weaknefs  by  the  fide  of  ftreagth»  mod  thf 
ftbyfs  bj  the  fide  of  elevation  ;  1  commend  him  ilill  more  for 
having  ihown  me  the  beft  of  fathers  in  the  mod  powetfal  of 
kings,  and  the  tendered  of  friends  in  ^he  moft  impetuous  of 
heroes 

i  have  known  the  poet  blamed  for  the  infelent  and  abufi^c 
language  which  he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  his  heroes,  both 
in  their  aflemblies  and  in  the  heat  of  battle  :  I  then  caft  my 
eyes  on  children  who  approach  much  nearer  to  nature  than 
ourfelves,  on  the  vulgar  always  in  a  fiate  of  childhood,  oa 
lavages  who  are  always  the  vulgar  ;  and  have  obferved  in  all 
thefe,  that  their  anger  condantly  exprefles  itfelf  in  infolence 
and  outrage,  previous  to  producing  any  other  efPeâ» 

I  have  heard  Homer  cenfured  for  having  painted  in  all  their 
fimplicity  the  manners  of  the  times  that  preceded  him  ;  { 
fmiled  at  the  cricicifm,  and  was  filent. 

But  when  it  is  alleged  againft  him  as  a  crime,  that  he  has 
degraded  the  gods»  I  content  myfelf  with  relating  the  anfwcr 
made  me  one  day  by  an  intelligent  Athenian»  Homer,  fai4 
he,  afcribed  to  the  gods  the  infirmities  of  men,  according  to 
the  poetical  fyftem  ot  his  time  f.  Anftophanes  has  fince  ex- 
hibited them  on  our  theatre  ^,  and  our  fathers  applauded  that 
licence  :  the  moft  ancient  theologians  have  faid  that  men  and 
gods  had  one  common  origin  ^,  and  almoft  in  our  own  days 
Pindar  has  held  the  fame  language  ^.  It  was  never  imagined, 
then,  that  thefe  gods  could  be  fubftitutes  for  the  idea  we  en- 
tertain of  the  Divinity  ;  and  in  faft  genuine  philofophy  ad- 
mits â  Supreme  Being  fuperior  to  them,  wha  has  delegated 
to  them  his  power.  It  is  that  Being  whom  men  of  under- 
flanding  adore  in  fecret  :  the  multitude  addrefs  their  prayers, 
and  fometimes  their  complaints  to  thofe  who  represent  him  ; 
and  poets  in  general  are  like  the  fubjeâs  of  the  king  of  Perfia, 


»  Arid,  de  Poet.  c.  a5.  t.  ii.  p.  673.* 
^  Anftoph.  ID  Nub.  y.  617.  i  in  PlHt. 
V.  iiao.  I  uk  Rao.  6cc. 


*  Hefiod.  Thcogon.  ▼:  ia6,  &c.  Vi- 
de etiam  Ariftopb.  in  At.  ▼.  700. 

^  Find,  in  Ncm«  od.  6.  t*  1.  SchoL 
ibid, 
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who  proftnte  themfelyes  before  the  foTereigo,  and  inveigh 
againft  his  minifters. 

Let  thofe  who  are  nnmoved  bj  the  beauties  of  Homer 
dwell  on  his  defeâs.  For  whj  diflemble  the  truth  ?  He  fre- 
qneatlj  repofes,  and  fometimes  flumbers  ;  but  his  is  the  re«» 
pofe  of  the  eagle,  who,  after  vifiting  his  vaft  domains  of  air, 
drops,  oppreiTed  with  fatigue,  upon  a  lofty  mountain  ;  and 
bis  flnmber  refembles  that  of  Jupiter,  who,  according  to  Ho- 
mer himfel^  hurls  his  thunder  when  he  awakes  '• 

Whoever  fhall  judge  of  Homer  not  by  frigid  reafonings,  but 
by  his  feelings,  not  by  rules  too  often  arbitrary,  but  accord- 
ing to  ÛLt  immutable  laws  of  nature,  will  undoubtedly  be 
convinced,  that  he  merits  all  the  honours  laviflied  on  him  by 
die  Greeks,  and  that  his  works  are  the  greateft  ornament  of 
die  ages  whofe  hiftory  I  have  been  abridging. 


SECOND   PART. 
I 

It  is  not  until  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  tha 

firft  Olympiad,  that  the  hiftory  of  the  Athenians,  properly. 

fpeaking,  begins.    It  therefore  comprifes  only  three  hundred 

years,  if  brought  down  to  the  prefent  time  ;  and  about  two 

hundred  and  twenty,  if  concluded  at  the  taking  of  Athens, 

In  this  feries  of  jears,  it  is  eafy  to  difcover  certain  important 

intervals,  which  mark  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  decline  of  dieir 

empire.     If  I  may  be  allowed  to  diftinguiih  thefe  seras  by 

cbaraâeriflic  names,  I  ihall  call  the  firft  the  age  of  Solon,  or 

of  the  laws  ;  the  fécond  the  age  of  Themiftodes  and  Ariftides, 

or  the  age  of  glory  ;  the  third  that  of  Ferides»  or  the  age  of 

luxury  and  the  arts. 

I ' '    •  " 

f  lUad.  lib*  ij.  ▼•  377, 
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SECT.    I. 


THE  AGE  OF  SOLON  *. 

The  form  of  government  eftabliiked  hj  Thefeus  had  nn^ 
dergone  materUl  alterations;  the  people  ftill  poflefled  the  right 
p(  aiTemUing  ;  but  the  foyereign  power  refided  in  the  hand» 
of  the  wealthy  *.  The  republic  was  governed  bj  nine  ar* 
chons  or  annual  roagiftratear  ^,  who  did  not  enjoj  their  power 
long  enough  to  abufe  it  ;  and  who,  in  fact,  had  pot  fufficient 
anthoritj  to  maintain  the  tranquillity  q£  the  ftate. 

The  inhabitants  of  Attica  were  feparated  into  three  fac* 
*  lions,  each  of  which  had  at  it^  head  one  of  the  mod  ancient 
families  of  Athens.  Divided  as  they  all  were  by  intereft,  di* 
▼eriity  of  charaâer,  and  fituation,  it  was  iropofilble  for  them 
to  agree  in  the  choice  of  a  form  of  government.  The  pooreft 
and  moft  independent,  confined  to  the  adjacent  mountains, 
favoured  a  democracy;  the  wealtbie&i  difperfed  over  the  plain, 
wiihed  for  an  oligarchy  ;  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft^, 
engaged' in  maritime  and  commercia^l  affairs,  were  for  a  mixed 
government,  which  might  fecure  their  poflcffions,  without 
proving  injurious  to  public  liberty  ^, 

To  this  fource  of  divifions,  each  party  united  the  inveterate 
hatred  of  the  poor  againft  the  rich.  ObTcure  citizens,  over- 
whelmed with  debts,  had  no  refource  but  that  of  felling  their 
liberty,  or  that  of  their  children,  to  mercilefs  creditors  ;  and 
the  greateft  part  of  them  had  determined  to  abandon  a  conn* 
try  which  held  out  only  ineffeâual  labour  to  fome  of  them  ; 
and  eternal  flavery,  and  the  facrifice  of  every  fentiment  of  na- 
ture, to  the  remainder  ^. 

An  inconfiderable  number  of  laws,  almoft  as  ancient  as  the 
fiatc»  and  geoerally  known  by  the  nam?  of  HoyU  Laws  % 


*  From  the  year  63e  to  the   year 
490  before  Jefus  Chrift. 

*  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  la.  t.  iî.  p.  336. 
h  Thucyd.  hb.  z.  cap.  ia6. 


^  Herodoc.  lib«  i.  cap.  59.  Plot,  in 
Solon,  p.  95. 

d  Plut.  ID  Solon,  p.  85. 

^  Xenoph.  Œcon.  p.  856*  Mevf* 
iD  Them.  Attic,  cap.  ^6. 
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weie  foiiQd  to  be  io&ifBcient»  fince»  from  the  growth  of  kaow- 
Ifdge»  aew  foiiA:ea  q£  iodiiftry,  new  necefllUes  and  vices  veiro 
diStiied  through,  ibcietj.  Licetttiotthcfs  was  either  p«Se4 
Q«er  with  mpiiaky,  oc  reprehended  by  arbitrary  ponifliaaients. 
The  life  and  foxtuae  of  individuals  were  left  at  the  diiîcretioQ 
of  magiftrates»  who,  fubjeaed  to  no  certain  limitations,  were 
but  too  much  difpofed  to  liiten  to  their  prepofTeffioas  or  their 
xnterefls. 

la  this  oonJufion  which  meaaced  the  fiate  witfau  immediate 
deftruâiooy  Draco  was  made  choice  of,  with  full  powers  to 
ezercifie  the  whole  of  legiflation,  in  its  moft  extenûve  or  cir« 
cumfbantial  views.    The  particulars  of  his  private  life  are 
little  knows  to  us  ;  bat  he  has  left  the  reputation  of  a  man 
of  wcirth,  pc^efled  of  real  knowledge,  and  fincerelj  attached 
to  his  country  ^     Other  ftrokes  of  charaâer  might  perhaps 
cmbellifli  his  eulogium,  but  are  aot  neceSary  to  his  memoij. 
Like  all  precediag  and  fiibfequent  legiflatorst  he  formed  a  code 
of  laws  and  morak  ;  be  took  the  citiaiea  at  the  moment  of 
his  bisth,  pirô&rtbed  the  manner  of  bis  earlieft  education  <» 
fcOowed  him  throu^^h  the  different  ftages  of  his  life,  and» 
oonneâiag  thefe  partial  views  with  the  maia  objeâ,  flattered 
Umfelf  he  fhould  be  able  to  form  free  men,  and  virtuous  ci- 
tizens ;  but  he  only  produced  maleoontents,  and  his  regula« 
tiof»  excited  fe  many  murmurs,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
take  refuge  in  the  i£bnd  of  iEgina,  where  he  foon  after  died. 
His  laws  were  ilrongly  impre£6td  with  the  peculiarity  of 
his  charaâer  ;  they  were  as  fevere  as  his  manners  had  ever 
been  rigid  \   Death  was  the.  chaAiCement  he  infliâed  on  idle- 
neb^  and  the  only  puaillimeot  he  decreed  for  the  fligbteft  of- 
fences, as  well  as  for  the  moft  atrocious  crimes  :  he  was  ac* 
cuftomed  to'&y,  that  be  knew  of  none  milder  for  the  former, 
and  could  deviGe  no  other  for  the  latter  '•     It  fcems  as  if  hta 


f  Aa).  Gcll.  lib.  XI.  cap.  i8.    Suid. 
Ill  Dni<*AA. 
^  JEfchin.'i|i  Timftrch.  p.  a6j. 


h  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  is.  t.  \L 
p.  i3  7.  Id.  do  Rbetor.  lib.  a.  cap.  aj. 
t.  ii.  p.  579. 

<  Pint,  ia  80I0D.  p.  S7» 
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powerful  mind,  virtuous  even  to  exceb,  'was  incapable  of  mnj 
indulgence  for  crimes  at  which  it  revoltedi  or  for  thofe  weak* 
nèfles  over  which  it  triumphed  without  an  effort.  Perhaps, 
too,  he  was  of  opinion  that,  in  the  path  of  vice,  the  firft  fiep 
inevitably  leads  to  the  mod  dreadful  precipices. 

As  he  had  not  attempted  any  change  in  the  form  of  go* 
vemmentS  the  intefttne  divifions  augmented  from  day  to 
day.  One  of  the  principal  citizens,  named  Cylon^  formed  the 
projeft  of  feizing  on  the  fovereign  authority  :  he  was  befieg« 
ed  in  the  citadel,  where  he  long  defended  himfelf,  and  at 
length  wanting  provifions,  and  deilitute  of  every  hope  of  fuc. 
cour,  eluded,  by  flight,  the  punifliment  due  to  his  crime. 
His  followers  took  refuge  in  the  temple  of  Minerva  ;  from 
which  afylum  they  were  enticed  by  the  promife  of  life,  and 
înftantly  maflacred  *•  Some  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  were 
murdered  even  on  the  altars  of  the  awful  Eumenides  '. 

The  indignation  excited  by  this  adion  was  univerfal  ;  the 
people  at  once  execrated  the  perfidy,  and  fliuddered  at  the 
impiety  of  the  viâors  ;  and  the  whole  city  expeâed  that  fome 
dreadful  calamity  would  be  immediately  inflifted  by  celeftial 
vengeance.  Amidft  this  general  conflemation,  news  was 
brought  that  the  city  of  Nifaea  and  the  ifle  of  Salamis  ha4 
^en  by  the  arms  of  the  Megarians. 

To  this  melancholy  intelligence  fucceeded,  foon  after,  an  e^ 
pidemical  diftemper.  The  public  imagination,  already  agi^ 
tated,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  panic  terrors,  and  haunted 
by  a  thoufand  terrifying  chimeras.  The  augurs  and  oracles 
being  confulted,  declared  that  the  city,  polluted  by  the  pro* 
fanation  of  the  holy  places,  muft  be  purified  by  the  ceremo* 
nies  of  expiation. 

The  Athenians,  therefore,  fent  to  Crete  for  Epimenides  "^^ 
confidered  jp  his  time  as  a  man  who  had  an  intercourfe  with 

^  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  %.  cap.  12.  t.  ii.  I  <  Thocydid.  lib.  i.  ap.  ia6.  Plut. 
f'337-  I  in  Soloo.  p.  84, 

•    •  The  year  6x» before  Chrifl,  |     ™  Plato,  dc  Lcgib.  1. 1,  t.  ii.  p.  64», 
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die  gods,  mnd  who  faw  into  futurity  ;  though  at  pre&nt  he 
would  be  oui  J  efteemed  a  fanatic  poflefled  of  knowledge^  ca- 
pable of  {educing  by  his  talents,  and  of  commanding  refpe£fc 
by  the  feverity  of  his  manners  ;  ikilful  more  efpecially  in  ex- 
plaining dreams,  and  the  moft  obfcure  prefages  ^9  and  in  dif- 
ceming  future  events  in  the  caufes  which  were  to  produce 
them  ®.  The  Cretans  fay,  that  when  young,  he  was  feized 
in  a  cavern  with  a  profound  fleep,  which,  according  to  fome, 
lafted  forty  years  p  ;  and  much  longer,  accoirding  to  others  *^  : 
they  add,  that  on  his  awakening,  aftoniihed  at  the  changes  in 
every  thing  he  law,  and  driven  from  his  father's  houfe  as  an 
impoflory  he  was  not  acknowledged  till  after  he  had  given  the 
moft  fatisfaâory  proofs  of  the  juftnels  of  his  claims.  The 
meaning  of  this. whole  ftory  muft  be,  that  Epimeoides  paffed 
the  firft  years  of  his  youth  in  (olitary  places,  wholly  abforb- 
ed  in  the  ftudy  of  nature,  forming  his  imagination  to  enthu- 
fiafm  ',  by  fafting,  filence,  and  meditation,  without  any  other 
ambition,  than  by  making  himfclf  acquainted  with  the  tvill 
of  the  gods,  to  fecure  his  dominion  over  the  minds  of  men* 
His  fucccis  furpalTed  his  hopes  ;  and  he  acquired  fuch  a  re- 
putation for  wifilom  and  fanâity,  that,  in  times  of  public  ca- 
lamity *,  nations  entreated  from  bim  the  favour  of  purifying 
them  by  rit^s,  which,  as  they  alleged,  he  could  render  more 
acceptable  to  the  divinity. 

Athens  received  him  with  tranf ports  of  hope  and  fear  ^.  He 
direded  that  new  temples  and  new  altars  fliould  be  built  to  im- 
molate the  viâiros  be  had  chofen,  and  that  thefe  &crïâces  flxould 
be  accompanied  by  certain  hymns  ^.  ,  As  while  fpeaking  he 
feemed  agitated  with  a  divine  infpiration  ",  his  impetuous  elo- 


^  Arift.  dt  Riietor.  lib.  3.  c^.  17. 
t.  ii.  p.  S9S' 

^  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  S4.  '  Lacrt.  in 
*£pim.  lib.  i.  1 114. 

P  Paufan.  fib.  X.  cap.  I4.  p.  $$• 

^  Plut  t.  iL  p.  784,  Lacrt.  in  Eptm. 
lib.  I.  f  ifo. 


^  Plat,  in  Solon,  p.  84.  Cicer.  da 
Divin,  lib.  I.  c  18.  t.  iii.  p.  16. 

^  Panfiin.  lib.  x.  cap.  14.  p.  35. 

*  Towards  the  year  597  before  C 
See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volome. 

<  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  479. 

"  Cicer.  de  Divin.  lab«  i.  c  18.  t.  iii- 
p.  x6» 
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quence  W9b  irrefifiibk.  He  ayailed  htflifetf  tS  the  «fcehdeocjr 
he  had  acquired  to  etkGi  feveral  changes  in  the  reUgious  ce« 
remontes  then  in  ufe  ;  and  in  this  refpeâ  be  ma j  be  efteemed 
one  of  the  legiflators  of  Athens.  He  rendered  thefe  ceremo- 
nies left  ezpenfive  '  ;  he  abolilhed  the  barbarous  praftice  of 
the  wonen,  who  cut  and  disfigured  their  faces  while  accom- 
panjing  the  dead  to  the  tomb  ;  ahdi  by  a  multitude  of  ufeful 
regulations,  endeavoured  fo  bring  back  the  Athenians  to  the 
true  principles  of  fecial  union  and  jaftice. 

The  confidence  he  had  infpiredy  and  the  time  noceffiiry  for 
eompljing  with  his  direâions,  infenfibly  calmed  the  minds  of 
the  people  :  the  phantoms  difappeared,  and  Epimenides  de- 
parted, covered  with  glory,  and  honoured  with  the  regret  of 
a  whole  nation  ;  he  refufed  confiderable  prefents,  and  only 
demanded  for  himfelf  a  branch  of  the  olive  confecrated  to  Mu 
nerva,  and  the  friendfliip  of  the  Athenians  for  Gnoflus  hia 
country  ^, 

Soon  after  his  departure,  the  faâions  again  revived  wtth 
fiedoubled  fury  ;  and  their  eEcefles  were  carried  to  iuch  a 
height,  as  quickly  to  reduce  them  to  that  extremity,  which 
leaves  no  other  altemative  ta  a  fiate,  but  to  incur  certain 
ruin,  or  fabmit  to  be  guided  by  the  |;enins  of  a  fiogle  mn» 

Solon  was  therefore  unanimonfly  raifed  to  the  digni^  of 
firft  magiArate,  legiflator,  and  fovereign  arbiter  *•  He  was 
tirged  to  mount  the  throne  ;  but  as  he  was  doubtful  whether 
it  would  be  eafy  to  dcfcend  from  it,  he  refifted  at  once  the  re- 
proaches of  his  friends,'  and  the  entreaties  of  the  leaders  of 
the  faâionS)  and  of  the  wifer  part  of  the  citizens  ^« 

Solon  was  defcended  from  the  ancient  kings  of  Athens  '4 
from  his  earlied  youth,  he  -had  applied  himfelf  to  commerce, 
either  ta  repair  the  injuries  which  the  liberality  of  his  father 
had  done  to  the  fortune  of  his  family,  or  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  manners  and  laws  of  different  nations.     After 

^  Plot.  10  Solon.  1. 1,  p.  84.  I      *  Towardt  the  year  594  beidre  C. 

^Plac.  de  Leg.  lib.  i.  t.  iî.  pJ649.  I      '  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  8j. 
Plttt.  ibid.    Lacrt.  lib.  x.  $ iii.  |      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  7S. 
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acquiring  fufficient  property  in  that  profeffion  to  plaee  him- 
fclf  beyond  the  reach  of  want,  and  to  reader  unnèc<tfary  the 
gênerons  offers  of  his  friends,  he  continued  to  purfue  his  tra- 
vels, with  the  fole  view  of  iacreafing  his  ftock  of  knowledge  *. 

The  learning  of  that  time  was  in  the  polTeffion  of  a  fbw 
virtuous  men,  known  by  the  name  of  fages,  and  difperfed 
through  the  different  diftrids  of  Greece.  The  fole  objeft  of 
their  ftudy  was  man,  what  he  is,  what  he  ought  to  be,  and 
in  what  manner  he  may  bed  be  ioftruâed  and  governed* 
They  collc6ted  the  fmall  number  of  moral  and  political  truths, 
and  comprifed  them  in  maxims  fufiiciently  clear  to  be  com- 
prehended at  the  firil  glance,  and  precife  enough  to  be,  or  t6 
appear  profound.  Each  of  them  feleâed  one  of  thefe  in  pre- 
ference, which  became,  as  it  were,  his  device,  and  the  ftand- 
ard  of  his  conduâ  :  ''  Too  much  of  nothing,'*  faid  one  ; 
*•  Know  thyfelf,*'  faid  another  *^.  This  concifenefs'  and  ac- 
curacy, which  the  Spartans  have  retained  in  their  ftyle,  wa& 
èommon  in  the  anfwers  formerly  given  by  the  fages  to  the 
frequent  queftions  of  kings  and  individuals.  United  by  à 
friendffiip  never  diminifhed  by  their  celebrity,  they  fometitties 
affembled  at  the  fame  place,  to  communicate  their  obfetv»^ 
tions,  and  to  confult  together  for  the  interefts  of  mankind  <*. 

In  thefe  auguft  aflembjies  appeared  Thaïes  of  Miletus,  who 
was  at  that  time  laying  the  foundation  of  a  more  getieral,  but 
perhaps  lefs  ufeful  philofophy  ;  Fittacus  of  Mitjlene,  Biai 
of  Prieoe,  Cleobulus  of  Lindus,  Myfon  of  Ghena,  Ghilo  of 
Lacedœmoti,  and  Solon  of  Athens,  the  moil  illuftrious  of 
them  all  ^*  Nor  will  the  ties  of  confanguinity,  or  the  me- 
mory of  the  places  that  gave  me  birth,  permit  me  to  forget 
Anacharfis,  brought  by  the  rumour  of  his  celebrity  from  the 
moil  diftant  part  of  Scythia,  and  whom  Greece,  jealous  a^ 


b  pint,  in  Soloo.  p.  79.  ^      i     ^  ^^^^  '"  ^^^^°*  P'  ^*    Laert.  ia 

*=  Plat,  in  Protar.  t.  i.  p.  343.  I  Thai.  lib.  1.  §  40. 

I     «  Pbt.  ibid.    Plttt.  ibid, 
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flie  is  of  the  merit  of  foreigners,   fometimes  f  lacca  in  the 
number  of  the  fages  ihe  reveres  ^ 

To  the  information  which  Solon  derived  from  his  intercourfe 
with  thefe  great  men,  he  had  united  diftinguiflied  talents.  He 
was  born  with  a  genius  for  poetry,  which  he  cultivated  to 
his  extreme  old  age,  but  always  without  an  effort,  and  with- 
out arrogance.  His  early  elTays  were  only  works  of  recrea- 
tion. In  his  other  writings,  we  find  hymns  in  honour  of  the 
gods,  various  allufions  intended  to  juftify  his  legiflation,  coua« 
fels  or  reproaches  addrefled  to  the  Athenians  ^  ;  almoft  every- 
where a  pure  morality,  and  beauties  difclofing  genius.  la 
the  later  years  of  his  liCo^  having  obtained  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  tradidons  of  the  Egyptians,  he  had  un- 
dertaken to  defcribe,  in  a  poem,  the  revolutions  which  have 
happened  on  our  globe,  and  the  wars  of  the  Athenians  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  iflatid  of  Atlantis,  fituated  beyond  the 
pillars  of  Hercules,  and  fince  fwallowed  up  by  the  ocean  '*. 
If,  free  from  every  other  care,  he  had,  in  a  leis  advanced 
age,  treated  a  fubjeâ  fo  adapted  to  difplay  the  vigour  of  his 
imagination,  he  might  perhaps  have  participated  in  the  glory 
of  Homer  and  of  Hefiod  *• 

He  may  be  reproached  with  not  having  fhown  a  fufficient 
enmity  to  riches,  though  he  was  not  ansious  to  acquire  them  ; 
with  having  fometimes  expreffed  himfelf  concerning  pleafnre 
in  a  manner  not  the  moft  worthy  of  a  pliilofopher  i^,  and  of 
not  obferving  in  his  conduâ  that  aufterity  of  manners  which 
becomes  the  reformer  of  a  nation.  It  ihould  feem  as  if  his 
mild  and  eafy  charaôer  only  deftined  him  to  lead  a  peaceful 
life  in  the  bofom  of  the  arts  and  innocent  enjoyments.      ^ 

Yet  we  m  uft  allow,  that,  on  certain  occafions,  he  proved 
himfelf  neither  deficient  in  vigour  nor  in  conflancy.  He  it 
was  who  engaged  the  Athenians  to  recover  the  ifle  of  Salamis, 
in  defiance  of  the  rigorous  injunflion  they  had  laid  on  their 

r  Hermip.  ap.  Laert.  lib.  z.  §  41.      I      b  Plat,  in  Crit.  t.  iii.  p.  X13. 
f  Plat,  in  Solon,  p.  80.    Laert.  In  \      i  Plat,  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  ax. 
'  80I0D.  S  47.  \     ^  Hut.  in  Solon,  p.  79* 
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•ratorsy  not  even  to  prôpofe  its  conqued  '  :  and  his  faperior 
courage  feemed  more  efpecially  diftinguiihed  in  the  firft  aft 
of  authority  he  e'zercifed  when  at  the  head  of  the  republic. 

The  poor,  determined  to  ri(k  every  thing  to  efcape  from 
oppreffion,  loudly  demanded  a  new  partition  of  the  lands, 
preceded  by  an  abolition  of  debts.  The  rich  oppofed,  with 
the  fame  ardour,  claims  which  would  have  confounded  them 
with  the  multitude^  and,  according  to  them,  mud  have  ine- 
vitably overturned  the  Hate.  In  this  extremity,  Solon  abo- 
lilhed  the  debts  of  individuals,  annulled  all  the  afts  which 
fettered  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and  refufed  to  equalize  ^he 
diftribution  of  the  lands  ".  Both  rich  and  poor  thought  that 
all  was  loft,  becaufe  they  had  not  obtained  all  ;  but  when  the 
former  found  themfelves  ftill  peaceable  poffefibrs  of  the  e- 
liâtes  they  had  inherited  from  their  anceftors,  or  which  they 
had  themfelves  acquired  ;  when  the  latter,  for  ever  releafed 
from  the  dread  of  flavery,  faw  their  little  patrimonies  freed 
from  every  fpecies  of  fervitude  ;  whejj  induftry,  in  fine,  was 
feen  to  flourifh,  confidence  to  be  re-eftablifhed,  and  a  number 
of  unfortunate  citizens,  whom  the  fcverity  of  creditors  had 
driven  from  their  country,  were  encouraged  to  return  ;  their 
murmurs  gave  place  to  fentiments  of  gratitude,  and  the  peo- 
ple, admiring  the  wifJom  of  their  legiflator,  added  new  powers 
to  thofe  with  which  they  already  had  inverted  him. 

He  availed  himfclf  of  thefe  to  revife  the  laws  of  Draco, 
the  abolition  of  which  was  demanded  by  the  Athenians. 
Thofe  refpedling  homicide  were  preferved  unrepealed  ^,  and 
they  are  dill  enforced  by  the  tribunals,  where  the  name  of 
Draco  is  never  pronounced  but  with  the  veneration  due  to 
the  benefaftors  of  mankind  ^. 

Emboldened  byXuccefs,  Solon  completed  the  work  of  his 
legiflation.     He  firft  regulated  the  form   of  government,  and 

I  Phit.  in  Solon,  p.  82.  I       «  Dcmofth.  in  Timocr.  p.  Soj.  M!^ 

"^  Plttt.  in  ftoloD.  p.  87.  I  chin,  in  Tiinu-c.  p.  &61. 

«  Ibid.  I 
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next  enaâed  laws  to  fecurè  the  tranquillitj  of  the  cU)zeil% 
His  prraciple  was,  in  the  firft  part  of  his  plan,  to  ettabli(k 
that  equality  which  alone  ought  to  fublid  between  the  differ* 
ent  orders  of  the  ftate  in  a  republic  p  ;  and,  in  the  fécond,  he 
was  guided  by  the  maxim,  that  the  bed  government  is  that 
in  which  is  found  a  wife  diftribution  of  rewards  and  punifh« 
âients  "i. 

Solon,  preferring  the  popular  form  of  government  to  everj 
other,  beftbwed  his  firft  attention  on  three  elTential  objeâs  ; 
the  aflembly  of  the  nation,  the  choice  of  magiftrates,  and  the 
tribunals  of  juftice. 

It  was  determined  that  the  fapreme  power  ihould  refide  in 
the  aflemblies,  at  which  every  citizen  ihould  have  a  right  to 
be  prefent  %  and  where  all  ordinances  refpefling  peace^  war, 
alliances,  laws,  impofts,  and  all  the  great  intercQs  of  the 
flate,  (hould  originate  ** 

But  what  will  become  of  thefe  interefis  in  the  hands  of  a 
giddy  and  ignorant  multitude,  who  forget  what  they  Ihould 
vote  for  during  the  deliberation,  and  the  voice  they  have 
given  when  the  deliberation  is  at  an  end  '  i  To  direâ  them  in 
their  decifions,  Solon  inftituted  a  fenate  compofed  of  four  hun- 
dred perfons,  chofen  from  the  four  tribes,  compriiing  at  that 
time  all  the  citizens  of  Attica".  Thefe  four  hundred  perfons 
might  be  coniidered  as  the  deputies  and  reprefentatives  of  the 
fiate.  It  was  ordained,  that  all  affairs  on  which  the  people 
were  anally  to  pronounce,  (hould  be  firfi  propofed  to  them, 
and  that,  after  examining  and  difcuffing  thefe  propofitions  at 
their  leifure,  they  ihould  themfelves  report  them  to  the  ge- 
neral affembly  ;  and  hence  the  fundamentd  law,  that  every 
decifion  of  the  people  fhall  b'e  preceded  by  a  decree  of  the  fe- 
nate *. 


P  Solon,  ap.  Pluc.  ibid.  p.  88. 
4  Ciccr.  Epifl.  15.  ad  Brutum,  t.  a, 
.115 

'^  Plat,  in  Soloo  p.  88. 
>  Arift.  dc  Rhet.  ad  Alei*  c  3.  t.  ii. 


t  Demoah.  de  FalC  Legat  p.  314. 

u  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  88. 

^  Dcmoftb.  in  Lcptin.  p.  541.  Id. 
in  Androt.  p.  699.  Liban,  in  Androc 
p.  696.  PluCi  ibid*  Hup«cr.  io  r^CiU* 
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hincc  ail  the  citizens  have  the  fight  of  being  prefent  at  the 
ftflemblj,  they  muft  poiTefs  that  of  giving  their  fuffrages* 
But  there  would  be  reafon  to  fear,  that  after  the  report  of  the 
feoate,  inexperienced  men  might  (uddenlj  take  pofleffion 
of  the  roftram,  and  roiflead  the  multitude.  The  firft  im- 
preffions  thej  are  to  receive,  therefore,  mud  be  previouflj 
prepared  ;  and  hence  it  was  regulated,  that  the  firfl  fuffrages 
ihould  be  given  bj  men  who  had  paiTed  the  fiftieth  jear  of 
their  age  t^: 

In  certain  republics,  â  fet  of  men  arofe,  who  devoted  thcm-< 
felves  to  the  profeffion  of  haranguing  ;  and  experience  had 
ihowo  that  their  voices  had  frequently  more  weight  in  po« 
pnlar  aflemblies  than  the  power  of  the  laws  '•  It  was  ne« 
ceflkrj  to  guard  againft  their  eloquence,  and  integrity  of  cha-*. 
raâer  was  deemed  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  abufes  in  the 
exercife  of  their  talents.  It  was  ordained,  that  no  orator 
ihould  be  permitted  to  intermeddle  in  public  afiairs,  until  his 
moral  conduft  had  undergone  a  careful  fcrutiny  ;  and  every 
citizen  was  allowed  to  proceed  judicially  againft  the  orator 
who  (hould  have  found  the  fecret  of  concealing  the  irregula* 
rity  of  his  manners  from  the  feverity  of  this  inquiry  ^. 

After  providing  for  the  m6de  in  Which  the  fupreme  power 
Was  to  make  known  its  will,  magiftrates  muft  be  chofen  to 
carry  that  will  into  execution;  In  whom  refides  the  power 
of  conferring  the  offices  of  magiftracy  ?  On  i^^hat  perfbns  ^ 
how  ;  and  for  what  time  ;  with  what  reftriâions  muft  they 
be  conferred  ?  On  all  thefe  points,'  the  inftitutions  of  Solon 
appear  conformable  to  the  true  fpirit  of  a  wife  democracy. 

The  fanâions  of  the  magiftracy,  in  this  government,  are 
ib  important,  that  the  nomination  to  offices  can  only  be  veft* 
ed  in  the  fovereign  power.  Did  not  the  people  poiTefs,  as  far 
as  praâicable,  the  right  of  difpofing  of  them^  and  of  keep^ 
ing  a  vigilant  eye  over  the  manner  in  which  they  are  exer« 

y  JBCchizL  in  Timarc.  p.  2^4.  I      *  JB£chîa,  îbié.  Harpocr.  et  Suidif« 

'  Fiat  in  Cqqy.  t.  ii.  p.  IJ4^  |  in  fur^.  yfmf. 
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cifed,  thej  woald  be  enflaved,  and  confequently  become  e^ 
nemies  of  the  ftate  ^.  Solon  left,  therefore,  to  the  general  a£- 
femblj  the  power  of  choofing  the  magiftrates,  and  that  of 
requiriog  from  them  an  account  of  their  adminiftration  ^. 
'  In  the  Grecian  democracies  in  general,  every  citizen,  eveir 
the  pooreft,  may  afpire  to  the  magiftracy  ^.  But  Soloa 
thought  it  more  prudent  to  leave  this  privilege  in  the  hands 
of  the  rich,  who  had  hitherto  polTeffed  it  K  He  diftributed 
the  citizens  of  Attica  into  four  clafles.  They  were  enrolled 
in  the  firft,  fécond,  and  third  of  thefe  clafles,  accordingly  as 
they  received  from  their  refpeâive  patrimonies,  five,  three^ 
or  two  hundred  meafures  of  corn  or  oiL  The  other  citi- 
zens, for  the  mod  part  poor  and  ignorant,  were  comprifed  ia 
the  fourth,  and  removed  from  all  political  employments  '• 
Had  they  pofiefTed  the  hope  of  attaining  thefe  offices,  they 
would  have  been  lefs  refpeâable  in   their  eyes  ;  had   they  io 

faél  attained  them,  what  could  have  been  expeâed  from  fuch 
magi  ft  rates  ^  ? 

It  is  eiTeniial  to  a  democracy,  that  the  offices  of  the  magi« 
flracy  fliould  be  granted  only  for  a  time,  and  that  thofe  at 
lead  which  require  only  a  certain  degree  of  capacity  ihould 
be  left  to  the  difpofal  of  fortune  \  Solon  ordered,  therefore, 
that  all  offices  fhould  be  annual  ;  that  the  principal  dignities 
ihould,  as  heretofore,  be  conferred  by  the  eleâion  of  the  peo* 
pie  '  ;  and  that  the  others  fhould  be  drawn  for  by  lot  ^. 

In  fine,  the  nine  chief  magiftrates,  prefiding,  in  quality  of 
archons,  in  the  tribunals  before  which  the  caufes  of  indivi- 
duals  were  tried,  it  was  to  be  feared  left  their  power  might 
give  them  too  much  influence  over  the  multitude.  Solon  de- 
termined that  appeals  might  lie  from  their  fentence  to  the  fu- 
perior  courts  *. 


b  Arift,  dc  Rcpub.  lib.  a.  cap.  I  a. 
t.  ii.  p.  336. 

c  id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  c.  II.  p.  350;  l*b« 
6.  c.  4-  P-  416* 

d  Ariil.  dc  Rep.  lib.  ^.  c.  S.  p.  399  ; 
lib.  6.  c.  a.  p.  414. 

^  U«  ibid.  bb.  %.  c.  la.  p*  J3^ 


f  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  SS. 

S  Arift.  ibid.  lib.  3.  c.  II.  p.  350. 

h  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  c'a.  p.  414* 

i  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  c.  la. 

k  Afchin."  in  Tim.  p.  63. 

1  Fiuc.inS«loii.p.  89. 
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It  now  remained  to  fill  the  courts  of  jufiice.  We  have 
feen  that  the  laft  and  mod  numerous  clafs  of  citizens  were 
excluded  from  anj  fhare  in  the  magiftracj.  Such  an  exclu- 
fion,  always  humiliating  in  a  popular  ftate,  would  have  been 
infinitelj  dangerous  "^^  if  the  citizens  who  laboured  under 
this  incapacitj  had  not  received  fome  indemnification,  and  if 
thej  had  feen  the  difcuflion  of  .their  interefts  and  rights  ex- 
clufivelj  poffelTed  bj  the  rich.  Solon  ordained  that  all,  with- 
out diftin&ion,  might  become  candidates  to  fill  the  place  of 
judges,  and  that  chance  ihould  be  the  arbiter  between  them  °* 

To  render  durable  thefe  regulations^  eiTential  to  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  a  kind  of  equilibrium  between  the  different 
cMes  of  ciiizens,  it  was  necefifarj  to  confide  their  conferva- 
tion  to  a  body  of  men,  whofe  places  fhould  be  for  life,  who 
fliould  have  no  part  in  the  adminiftration,  and  who  might 
imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the  people  a  profound  refpecl  for 
their  wifdom.  Athens  poiTefled  in  the  areopagus  a  tribunal 
which  attraâed  the  confidence  and  love  of  nations,  by  its 
knowledge  and  integrity  **.  Solon  having  intrufted  to  its  vi- 
gilance the  maintenance  of  the  laws  and  of  morals,  eftablifli- 
ed  it  as  a  fuperior  power,  whofe  duty  it  was  inccfiantly  to  re- 
cal  the  people  to  the  principles  of  the  conHitution,  and  indi- 
viduals to  the  rules  of  duty  and  decorum.  Still  more^to  in- 
creafe  the  public  veneration  for  this  tribunal,  and  to  render 
it  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  intereds  of  the  republic, 
he  enaded,  that  the  archons,  on  going  out  of  office,  ihould, 
after  a  fevere  examination,  be  enrolled  in  the  number  of  fe- 
nators. 

Thus  did  the  fenate  of  the  areopagus,  and  that  of  the  four 
huDdred,  become  two  counterpoifes  fuflliciently  powerful  to 
iecure  the  republic  againft  the  dorms  from  which  all  dates 
are  inctffantly  in  danger  p  j  the  f  jrmer,  by  reprefEng  the  en- 

^  Arlft.  dc  Rep,  lib.  3.  c.  Ii.  t.ii.  I  Dcmofth.  in  Ariftog.  p.  S33. 
p.  350.  -  °  Meurf.  Arcop.  c.  4. 


Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  C.  xa.  p.  336.  I      P  Plut,  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  8S. 
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terprîfes  of  the  rich  hj  its  general  cenfure  ;  and  the  latter, 
bj  refiraining  by  its  decrees  aod  its  prefence  the  ezcefles  of 
the  multitude. 

New  laws  were  enaâed  in  fupport  of  thefe  regulations. 
The  conftitution  might  be  attacked  either  bj  the  general  fac- 
tions which  had  fo  long  agitated  the  different  orders  of  the 
ilate,  or  by  the  ambition  and  intrigues  of  certain  indivi- 
duals. 

To  guard  againft  thefe  dangers,  Solon  denounced  punifli- 
ments  againft  thofe  citirens  who,  in  time  of  public  commo? 
tion,  refufed  openlj  to  declare  for  one  of  the  parties  ^.  Hi^ 
vieWy  in  this  admirable  inftitution,  was  to  roufe  men  of  me- 
rit and  integrity  from  a  ftate  of  fatal  inaâivity  ;  to  oppofe 
them  to  the  faâious,  and  fave  the  renublic  by  the  courage 
and  afcendency  of  virtue. 

By  a  fécond  law,  every  citizen  conviâed  of  having  at-» 
tempted  to  make  himfelf  mafier  of  the  foverei^n  anthorityi 
was  condemned  to  death  '. 

Laftly,  In  the  cafe  of  an  attempt  to  ereft  another  goveni« 
ment  on  the  ruins  of  the  popular  form,  this  wife  legiflator 
could  imagine  but  one  method  to  reanimate  the  nation,  and 
that  was,  by  obliging  the  magiftrates  to  refign  their  employ- 
ments ;  and  hence  this  ftem  and  menacing  decree  :  It  fiiall  be 
lawful  for  every  citizen,  not  only  to  put  to  death  a  tyrant  and 
bis  accomplices,  but  any  magiftrate  who  ihall  continue  to 
exercife  his  funâions  after  the  deftrnâion  of  the  demo^ 
cracy  '• 

Such  is  the  epitome  of  the  republic  of  Solon.  I  fiiall  now 
take  a  curfory  view  of  his  civil  and  criminal  laws  with  thq 
fame  rapidity.  I  have  already  faid,  that  thofe  of  Draco  re- 
fpeâing  homicide  were  retained  without  the  fmalleft  altera- 
tion. Solon  abolifiied  all'the  others,  or  rather  contented  him- 
felf with  mitigating  their  rigour  %  new  modelling  them  with 

4  Plut,  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  89.    Aul.  I  •  *  Andoc  de  Myfter.  p.  xj. 
Cell.  Ub  '%,  c.  xa.  I      '  LyC  ap.  Laert.  to  Solon.  $  SS* 

*  5  Id.  c.  i.  p.  IXO»  1  ^ 
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Ids  own,  and  adapting  them  to  the  genias  of  the  Athe- 
sians. 

His  objeft  in  all  was  the  general  welfare  of  the  republic, 
rather  than  the  benefit  of  individuals  "•  Thus,  according  to 
his  principles,  which  were  perfeâly  conformable  to  thofe  of 
the  moft  enlightened  philofophers,  the  citizen  is  to  be  confir 
dered  in  his  perfon  as  forming  part  of  the  flate^  ;  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  obligations  he  contraâs,  as  appertaining 
to  a  family»  which  itfelf  appertains  to  the  ftate  ^  ;  and  in  his 
conduâ,  as  the  member  of  a  focietj,  whofe  morals  conftitute 
the  power  of  that  ftate. 

.Under  the  former  t>f  thefe  afpeAs,  a  citizen  may  demand 
fatisfaâory  reparation  for  an  outrage  on  his  perfon  i  but  if  he 
be  in  extreme  indigence,  how  may  he  be  able  to  ^epofit  the 
fum  required  to  be  adranced  by  the  accufer  ?  He  is  exempt- 
ed from  it  by  the  laws  '•  But  if  bom  in  an  obfcure  condi- 
tion, who  ihall  fecure  him  againft  the  attacks  of  the  rich  and 
powerful  man  ?  All  the  true  friends  of  the  democracy,  all 
tfaofe  whom  probity,  intereft,  jealoufyi  or  revenge  have  made 
the  enemies  of  the  aggreflbr  ;  all  are  authorifed  to  profecnte 
by  this  admirable  law.  **  If  any  one  (ball  infult  a  child«  a 
woman,  a  free  man,  or  a  flave,  let  it  be  lawful  for  any  Athe- 
nian to  profecute  him*.''  The  accufation  will  thus  become 
public,  and'  an  offence  committed  againft  the  loweft  citizen 
be  puniflied  as  a  crime  againft  the  ftate  ;  and  this  is  founded 
on  the  following  principle  :  Force  is  the  lot  of  fome,  law  the 
fuppert  of  all  ^.  This  again  is  founded  on  the  maxim  of  So- 
lon :  That  there  would  be  no  aâs  -of  injuftice  in  a  city,  were 
ill  the  citizens  to  confider  themfelves  as  direâly  attacked  as 
thofe  who  fo^er  the  injury  ^. 


"  Bemofth.  in  Androt.  p.  703. 
^  Aria,  de  Rep.  lib.  8-  c.  I.  p.  450. 
^  Plat,  de  Leg-  lib.  x  i.  p.  923. 
a  Uécr.  io  Lpch.  t.  ti.  p.  547. 


^  Demofth,  in  Mid.  p.  6<o.  Ifecr. 
in  Loch.  p.  548.    Pint,  in  Solon,  p.  83« 

b  Demoftb.  ibid. 

^  Plot,  in  Solon,  p.  88.  Stob.  Serai« 
41.  p.  247*  et  a68. 
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The  liberty  of  the  citizen  is  fo  precious,  that  its  exercifo 
is  to  be  fufpended  by  the  laws  alone  ;  that  he  cannot  himCelf 
engage  it  for  debt,  or  on  any  pretext  whatever  ^^  nor  has  he 
the  right  of  difpoiing  of  that  of  his  fons.  The  legiflator  al- 
lows him  Co  fell  his  daughter^  or  fifier,  but  in  the  fingle  in? 
fiance  of  witnefling  their  difhonour*,  when  charged  with  the 
fuperintendance  of  their  cosduâ  ^. 

When  an  Athenian  is  guilty  of  felf-murder, ,  be  is  culpable 
towards  the  ftate^  which  he  deprives  of  a  citixen  ^*  His  hand 
is  feparately  interred  as  a  ftigoia  on  his  memory  <•  But  flioul4 
he  be,  the  murderer  of  his  father,  what  puniibment  iball  the 
Taws  prefcribe?  They  are  fUcnt  concerning  this  atrocious 
crime.  To  infpire  more  horror  for  it,  Solon  has  fuppofe(| 
fuch  a  degeneracy  of  nature  abfolutely  impoilible  ^. 

The  liberty  of  a  citizen  would  be  imperfeâ,  could  his  ho» 
nour  be  attacked  with  impunity.  Hence  the  penalties  de^ 
nounced  againft  calumniators,  and  the  permifHon  to  profecute 
them  ^  ;  hence  too,  the  prohibition  againd^  fully ing  the  me- 
mory of  a  man  who  is  no  more  ^.  Independent  of  the  fage 
policy  there  is  in  not  perpetuating  the  hatreds  between  fa- 
milies, it  is  unjufl  that  a  man  after  death  fliould  be  e^pofe^ 
to  infults  he  would  have  repelled  during  his  lifetime. 

A  citizen  is  not  the  mailer  of  his  honour,  iince  ho^  is  not 
of  his  life.  Hence  thofe  laws  which,  in  various  circumftan-y 
ces,  deprive  the  man  who  forfeits  his  honour  of  the  privi^ 
leges  appertaining  to  the  citizen. 

In  other  countries,  the  citizens  of  the  lower  clafies  are  fq 
difmayed  at  the  obfcurity  of  their  condition,  the  influence  of 
their  adverfaries,  the  prolixity  of  legal  procedures,  and  the 
dangers  to  which  they  may  be  expofed  by  them,  that  they 
often  find  it  better  for  them  to  endure,  than  to  endeavour  to 


<1  Plut  in  Solon. 

p.  S6. 

*  See  note   111. 

at  the  end  of  the 

Tolumc. 

*  Ibid,  p  91. 

f  Ariû.  de  Mor. 

lib.  5.  c.  15.  t.  ii. 

P-73. 

K  Xfch.  in  CtfCph.  p.  4*7.  Pet. 
in  Lcjr.  Att.  p.  51a. 

h  Ciccr.  in  Rofc.  c.  Ij.'t.  !▼.  f  •  7». 
Laert.  in  Solon.  $  59. 

i  Pet.  Leg.  Attic,  p.  s^^. 

k  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  89. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


INTRODUCTION,  ^3 

defemd  tbemfelves  againft  oppreffion.  The  laws  of  Solon  pr&» 
fent  feveral  remedies  againft  violence  or  injuftice.  Is  the  xnaN 
ter  iji  queftioQ  a  robbery,  for  inilance  ^  ;  jou  maj  jourfelf 
drag  the  crioiiaal  before  the  eleven  magiilrates  appointed  for 
the  guard  of  the  prifons*  Tbej  will  put  him  in  irons,  and 
then  bring  him  before  the  tribunal,  which  will  condemn  jo« 
to  a  penaltj  i£  the  crime  be  not  proved.  Are  yoti  not  ftrong 
enough  to  feize  the  criminal  ;  apply  to  the  archonsi  wha  will 
have  him  dragged  to  prifon  bj  their  liâors.  Would  you  a« 
dopt  another  method  ;  accufe  him  publicly.  Are  you  afraid  of 
not  being  able  fatisfaûorily  to  fapport  this  accufation,  and  o£ 
being  fentenced  to  pay  the  penally  of  one  thoufand  drachmas  ; 
lodge  an  information  before  the  tribunal  of  the  arbiters  ;  the 
oanfe  will  be  converted  into  a  civil  aftion,  and  you  will  incur 
no  riik.  Thus  has  Solon  multiplied  the  powers  of  each  in- 
dividual, and  there  is  no  fpecies  of  opprei&on  or  injury  over 
which  it  is  not  eafy  to  triumph. 

The  greater  part  of  the  crimes  which  attack  the  fecurity 
of  the  citizen  may  be  profecuted  by  a  public  or  private  accu« 
fation.  In  the  former  cafe,  the  offended  perfon  confiders  him* 
felf  only  as  a  iimple  individual,  and  confines  his  demands  to 
a  reparation  proportionate  to  his  particular  injuries  :  in  the 
latter,  he  prefents  himfelf  in  the  quality  of  citizen^  and  the 
crime  becomes  more  ferions.  Solon  has  facilitated  public  ac« 
cnfations,  becaufe  they  are  more  neceilary  in  a  democracy, 
than  under  any  other  form  of  government  °^»  But  for  this  for« 
midable  check,  the  general  liberty  would  be  perpetually  endaa*- 
gered  by  the  liberty  of  each  individual. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  are  the  duties  of  the  citizen,  in  the 
generality  of  the  obligations  he  contraâs. 

In  a  well  regulated  republic,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
fliould  neither  be  too  great  nor  too  inconfiderable  ".     Expe* 

I  Dcmofth.  in  Androt.  p.  703.  I      °  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  425. 

™  Machiavel.  Difcorf.  fopra  la  pn-  I  AriH,  dc  Rep  lib.  7.'  cap.  4.  p.  433. 
ma  Decmd.  di  Liv.  lib.  I.  cap.  7  et  8.     j 
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rience  has  Ihown,  that  the  number  of  men  able  to  bear  arms 
ought  neither  greatly  to  furpafs,  nor  fall  much  ihorC  of  twen« 
tj  thoofand  "^^ 

To  preferve  this  juft  proportion,  Solon,  amongft  other  means, 
does  not  permit  flrangers  to  be  naturalized  but  on  conditions 
difficult  to  be  complied  witl^  ^  :  on  the  other  hand,  to  pre-^ 
^ent  the  eztinâion  of  families,  he  wills  that  their  chiefs 
ihould  be  reprefented  after  their  death  bj  legitimate  or  adopt- 
cd  children  ;  and  in  the  cafe  of  an  individual  dying  without 
ifltie,  he  ordains  that  one  of  his  natural  heirs  (hall  be  juri- 
dically fubftituted  for  the  deceafed  citizen,  afliime  his  name, 
and  perpetuate  his  family  ">• 

The  magiftrate  whofe  office  it  is  to  prevent  families  from  re- 
maining without  heads,  is  likewife  to  extend  his  care  and  the 
proteâion  of  the  laws  to  orphans  >  to  women  who  declare  their 
pregnancy  after  the  death  of  their  huCbands  ;  and  to  girls 
whov  having  no  brothers,  are  entitled  to  claim  the  inherit*, 
•Boe  of  their  anoeftors  ^, 

Does  a  citizen  adopt  a  child  ;  the  latter  may  one  day  re« 
torn  to  his  paternal  houfe  i  but  he  mud  leave  in  the  family 
that  adopted  him,  a  fon  to  accomplilh  the  views  of  his  ori- 
ginal  adoption  ;  and  this  fon,  in  his  turn,  may  quit  this  fit- 
may,  after  leaving  a  natural  or  adopted  fon  as  his  fubftitute^ 
Thefe  precautions  were  not  fufficient.  The  chain  of  genera- 
tions might  be  interrupted  by  divifions  and  animofities  be« 
tween  the  hulband  and  wife.  Divorces  fliall  be  pennitted, 
luit  on  conditions  which  ihall  reftrain  their  frequency  ^  If 
it  be  the  hufband  who  demands  the  feparation,  he  expofes 
hioifeU  to  reftore  to  his  wife  her  dowry,  or  at  leaft  to  pay 
her  an  alimentary  penflon  fettled  by  the  law  ^  :  if  it  be  the 


^  Plat,  in  Crit.  c.  iii.  p.  lift.  Dem. 
kt  AriSiog.  p.  S36.  Plut  in  Perid.  c. 
i.  p.  17a.  Philoch.  ap.  Schol.  Piiid. 
Olymp.  9.  ▼.  67.  Sch«L  Ariftoph.  in 
Vcfp.  ▼.  716. 

»  Plut.  in  Solon,  p.  91. 
6 


^  Demofth.  in  Leoch.  p.  X047. 
'  Demoûh.  in  Macart.  p.  X04a 
*  Demofth.  in  Leoch.  p.  1045. 
^  Pet.  in  Leg.  Attic,  p.  459. 
u  Pcmofth.  io  Meier,  p.  S69. 
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^rife,  Ae  maft  herfelf  appear  before  the  judges,  and  prefeat 
her  reqoeft  *. 

Ic  is  eflential  in  a  democracj,  not  onlj  that  families  (hould 
be  prefervedy  but  that  eftates  (hould  not  be  ia  the  hands  of  a 
fmall  number  of  individuals  ^.  When  they  arc  diftributed 
in  a  certain  proportion,  the  people,  poflefTed  of  a  few  trifling 
parcels  of  land,  are  more  occupied  with  them  than  with  the 
diffenfions  of  the  forum.  Hence  the  prohibitions  of  fome 
legiflators  againft  felling  the  family  pofleffions,  except  in  cafes 
of  extreme  neceility  ^,  or  of  mortgaging  them  to  procure  re- 
fonrces  againft  want*.  The  violation  of  this  principle  has 
fbmetimes  ferved  to  overthrow  the  conftitution  ^» 

Of  this  principle  Solon  never  has  loft  fight  :  he  has  pre« 
fcribed  limits  to  the  acquifitions  which  may  be  made  by  in- 
dividaals  ^  ;  and  he  has  deprived  that  citizen  of  part  of  his 
rights  who  has  fooliihly  wafted  the  inheritance  of  his  fa<« 
thers  *. 

An  Athenian  who  has  children  can  only  difpofe  of  his  pro- 
perty  in  their  favour  ;  if  he  has  none,  and  dies  inteftate,  the 
fuccelfion  defcends  in  a  right  line  to  thofe  who  are  neareft  of 
kin  *  :  if  he  leaves  an  only  daughter  heirefs  of  his  fortune, 
it  is  the  dnty  of  the  neareft  relation  to  efpoufe  her  ^  ;  but  he 
mnft  demand  her  in  form  o^  law,  that  no  perfon  hereafter 
may  difpnte  with  him  the  pofteflion*  Thefe  rights  of  the 
next  of  kin  are  fo  clearly  recognized,  that  (hould  one  of  his 
female  relations,  previoufly  married  to  an  Athenian,  fucceed 
to  the  eftate  of  her  father,  dead  without  male  iftue,  he  is  en« 
titled  to  annul  the  marriage,  and  compel  her  to  efpoufe 
him^. 

But  if  this  hulband  be  not  in  a  condition  to  have  children» 
he  will  tranfgrefs  the  law  which  watches  over  the  perpetua- 


*  Andocid.  ill  Alcib.  p.  39.    Plat, 
in  Màh.  t.  i.  p  195. 

7  Ariû.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  c«p.  XI.  t  ii. 

f'  375. 

2  Atift.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  e.  7.  p.  323. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  4.  p.  417. 
f  Id.  ibid,  lib,  s*  cap*  3.  p.  38S. 


^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  cap.  7.  p.  393. 
d  Laert.  in  Solon.  §35. 
^  Demofth.  in  Macart.  p.  1035. 
f  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  441. 
8  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  444.    Herald. 
Animad.  in  Saloaai*,  lib.  3.  cap.  jj« 
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lion  of  families,  and  offend  againft  that  which  prefenres  their 
property.  To  punifli  him  for  this  double  infraâion,  Solon 
permits  the  wife  to  beftow  herfelf  on  the  nearefl  relation  of 
the  huiband  \ 

It  is  with  the  fame  view  that  an  orphan ,  the  onlj  or  the 
eldeQ  daughter  of  her  father,  maj,  if  (he  have  no  fortune, 
oblige  her  neareft  relation  to  marry,  or  provide  her  with  m 
dower  :  if  he  refufes,  the  orphan  will  compel  him,  under 
penalty  of  a  fine  of  one  thoufand  drachmas  ^  It  is  from  the 
confequenctrs  of  thefe  principles  like  wife,  that  the  natural 
heir  is,  on  the  one  hand,  incapable  of  being  guardian,  and 
the  guardian  of  efpoufing  the  mother  of  his  wards  ^  ;  and 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  a  brother  may  marry  his  half  fifter 
by  tiie  father,  but  not  his  uterine  iiiler  ^  And  in  £aâ  it 
would  be  to  be  apprehended  that  an  interefted  guardian,  or 
an  unnatural  mother,  might  turn  to  their  advantage  the  pro- 
perty of  their  wards  ;  their  would  be  ground  to  fear  left  at 
brother,  by  leaguing  with  his  uterine  fifter,  ihould- accumu- 
late in  his  own  perfon.  both  the  inheritance  of  his  father  and 
that  of  the  firfi  hufband  of  his  mother™. 

All  the  regulations  of  Solon  refpe&ing  fucceffions,  tefta- 
xnentSf  and  donations,  are  diâated  by  the  fame  fpirit.  We 
muft  not,  however,  overlook  that  which  allows  a  citizen  dy« 
ing  without  children,  to  difpofe  of  his  property  at  pleafure. 
Some  philofophers  have  exclaimed,  and  many  perhaps  will 
ftill  esclaim,  againft  a  law  which  appears  fo  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  legiflator  °«  Others  jufiify  him  both  by  the 
reft ri£t ions  with  which  he  has  clogged  the  law,  and  the  ob« 
jeâ  he  had  in  view  :  for  he  requires  that  the  teftator  fhall 
neither  be  enfeebled  by  age  or  ficknefs  j  that  he  fhall  not  have 
yielded  to  the  feduflions  of  a  wife  ;  that  he  ihall  not  be  in 


h  Pîut.  în  Solon,  p.  S9. 
i  Demofth.  in  Macart.  p.  I0j6. 
k  Laer».  in  Solon.   J  50. 
1  Cornel.   Nep.    in    Pratf.      Id.  in 
€iin.  Plut,  in  TbemiliocL  p.  128;  in 


Cimon.  p.  480.   Pet.  Leg*  Att.  p.  440* 
™  £rpric  des  Lois,  lir.  5.  chap.  5. 
°  Plat,    de  Leg.    lib.  zi.   p.  ^aa* 

£fpr.  des  Loll,  liv.  5.  chap.  5. 
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loûds,  nor  have  given  anj  fymptoms  of  alienation  of  mind  ^. 
With  all  tbefe  precautions,  what  reafon  can  there  be  to  feat 
he  ihould  choofe  an  heir  from  any  other  family,  if  he  has  no 
caufe  to  complain  of  his  own  ?  It  was  with  a  view,  therefore, 
of  exciting  refpeâ  and  attention  among  relations  p,  that  Solon 
granted  the  citizens  a  permiffion  they  had  never  before  pof- 
feffedy  which  they  received  with  applaufe  \  and  is  not  na« 
turally  liable  to  abufe.  It  muft  be  "added,  that  an  Athenian 
i»rho  called  in  a  ftranger  to  his  inheritance,  at  the  fame  time 
adopted  him  '• 

The  Egyptians  have  a  law,  by  which  each  individual  muft 
give  an  account  of  his  fortune,  and  the  means  by  which  he 
procures  a  maintenance  *.  This  law  is  dill  more  ufeful  in  m 
democracy,  where  the  people  fhould  be  neither  unemployed, 
nor  gain  their  livelihood  by  illicit  means  ^  :  and  flill  more  is 
it  neceflary  in  a  country,  where  the  (lerilicy  of  the  foil  can 
only  be  compenfated  by  labour  and  induflry  "• 

Hence,  the  regulations  by  which  Solon  ftigmatizes  idlenefs 
with  infamy  *,  and  directs  the  areopagus  to  inquire  into  the 
mode  by  which  individuals  provide  for  their  fubiiflence  ;  al» 
lows  them  to  ezercife  all  the  mechanic  arts,  and  deprives  the 
man  who  negleâs  to  educate  his  Ton  to  fome  profef&on,  of  the 
aid  he  fliould  expeâ  from  hitn  in  his  old  age  y. 

It  only  remains  to  mention  a  few  of  his  regulations  relative 
•   to  the  içorals  of  the  people. 

Solon,  after  the  example  of  Draco,  enafted  a  number  of 
laws  relative  to  the  duties  of  the  citizens,  and  particularly  the 
education  of  youth  ^.  In  them  he  has  forefeen  and  provided 
for  every  thing,  both  the  precife  age  at  which  children  fliould 
receive  public  lefTons,  and  the  charaâers  and  talents   of  the 

o  Demofih.  in  Steph.  9-  p.  9S4.  des  Lois,  lib.  5.  chap.  6. 

P  Id.  in  Lept.  p.  556.  "  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  90. 

^  Plut,  in  So  on.  p.  90.  *  Laert.  in  Solon.  §  55.     Poll.  lib. 

'  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  479.  8.  cap.  6    ct  cap.  4%,     Demofth.  in 

*  Herod,  hb.  %.  cap.   177.     DKmL  ,  Eubul.  p.  RS7. 

Sic.  lib.  1.  p.  70  \      ^  Plut,  in  Solon.  p.9«. 

'  Aria,  de  &ep.  lib,  6.  cap.  4  Efpr.  I      '  ^fcbin.  ia  Tim.  p.  %6i. 
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mafiers  who  are  to  infiruâ  them,  the  preceptors  who  aire  ti 
attend  them,  and  the  hours  of  opening  and  (hutting  the 
fchools  ;  and  as  thefe  places  ihould  admit  nothing  that  maj 
taint  innocence  :  Let  every  man,  adds  he,  be  puniihed  with 
death,  who  fhall  dare  to  introduce  himfelf  without  neceffity 
into  the  fanâuary  where  the  children  are  aHembled,  and  let 
one  of  the  courts  of  juflice  fuperintend  the  obfervance  of  thefe 
regulations  *• 

At  the  expiration  of  infancy,  they  fliall  be  removed  to  the 
gymnafium.  There  the  laws  (hall  flill  watch  over  them,  to 
preferve  the  purity  of  their  manners,  to  guard  them  againft 
the  contagion  of  example,  and  the  dangers  of  feduâion. 

In  the  various  periods  of  their  lives,  new  pallions  will  fuc* 
cced  rapidly  in  their  hearts.  The  legiQator  has  multiplied 
menaces  and  puniihments  -,  he  aiSgns  recompences  to  virtue^ 
and  diflionour  to  vice  ^. 

Thus,  the  children  of  thofe  who  fhall  die  fighting  for  their 
country,  are  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expence  ^  ;  and  crowns 
«re  to  be  folenmly  decreed  to  thofe  who  have  rendered  fer« 
vices  to  the  ftate. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  citizen  become  notorious  for  de* 
pravity  of  manners,  whatever  be  his  condition,  or  whatever 
talents  he  pofTefles,  ihall  be  excluded  from  the  priefihood, 
the  magiftracy,  the  fenate,  and  general  aHembly;  he  (hall 
neither  be  allowed  to  fpeak  in  public,  nor  undertake  an  em- 
bafly,  nor  have  a  feat  in  the  tribunals  of  juftice  ;  and  fliould 
he  exercife  any  of  thofe  funâions,  he  fhall  be  criminally 
profecuted,  and  fuSer  the  rigorous  punishments  prefcribed  by 
law  '. 

Cowardice,  under  whatever  form  it  appears,  whether  by 
refuting  military  fervice,  or  by  betraying  it  by  fome  unworthy 
aâion,  cannot  be  palliated  by  the  rank  of  the  offender,  nor 
under  any  pretext  :  it  (ball  be  punilhed  not  only  by  general 

*  JSTchin.  in  Tim.  p.  261.  |      ^  Laeit.  in  Solon.  {  55» 

V  Demofib.  in  Lcptin.  p.  s^A»  I     ^  JBktûm,  io  Tink  p.  2ip 
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contempt,  but  by  a  public  accufation,  which  will  teach  the 
citizen  ftill  more  to  dread  the  difgrace  inflifled  by  the  law 
than  the  fword  of  the  enemj  ^. 

The  laws  have  prohibited  everj  kind  of  ftudied  refinement 
and  delicacy  among  the  men  ^  and  reftrain  the  women ,  who 
have  fttch  influence  on  manners,  within  the  bounds  of  mo- 
defty  '  ',  they  oblige  a  fon  to  maintain»  in  their  old  age,  the 
authors  of  his  being  ^.  But  children  born  of  a  courtezan  are 
exempted  from  this  obligation  towards  their  father,  fince  they, 
in  ht&^  owe  to  him  nothing  but  the  opprobrium  of  their 
birth  K 

To  maintain  thefe  manners,  there  muft  be  examples  ;  and 
thefe  examples  muft  proceed  from  thofe  who  are  at  the  head 
of  governmen't.  The  greater  the  height  from  which  they  de- 
fcend,  the  more  deep  and  lading  is  their  impref&on/  The 
corruption  of  the  meaner  citizens  is  eafily  reprefled,  and  ex- 
tends its  progrefs  only  in  obfcurity  ;  for  corruption  never 
afcends  Trom  the  lower  clalTes  to  the  higher  :  but  when  it  is 
daring  enough  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  feat  of  power,  it  pre- 
cipitates itfelf  from  thence  with  more  force  than  the  laws 
themfelves  can  exert;  it  has  accordingly  been  boldly  advanced, 
that  the  manners  of  a  nation  depend  folely  on  thofe  of  the 
fovereign  K 

Solon  was  perfuaded  that  no  lefs  decency  and  fanâity  were 
'  Beceflary  in  the  adminiftration  of  a  democracy,  than  in  the 
miniftry  of  the  altars.  Hence,  thofe  examinations,  thole  oaths, 
thofe  accounts  of  their  conduâ  he  exaâs  from  perfons  who 
either  are,  or  have  been,  invefted  with  power;  hence,  his 
maxim,  that  jufiice  ihould  be  flowly  exerci&d  on  the  faults  of 
individuals,  but  at  the  very  inftant  on  men  in  oflice  ^  ;  hence, 
that  terrible  law  which  condemns  to  death  the  archon  who, 

^  Id.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  456.  I  î  Pint.  ibid. 

f  Atheo.  lib»  15.  p.  687.  I  ^  Ifocr.  ad  Nicocl.  t.  i.  p.  1^8. 

<  Plot,  in  Soloo.  p.  90.  I  1  Demofth.  in  Ariltog.  p.  841^ 

^  I.aert.  in  Solon.  {55.  1 
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ê 
after  lofing   his  rcafon  in   the  pleafures  of  the  table,  flionlj 
dare  to  appear  in  public  with  the  enfigns  of  his  dignitj  ■. 

In  fine,  if  we  confider  that  the  cenfure  of  morals  was  în- 
trufted  to  a  tribunal,  the  aufterity  of  whofe  conduft  confti- 
tuted  the  fevered  of  cenfures,  we  (hall  readily  conceive  that 
Solon  confidered  the  prefervation  of  morals  as  the  firmeft  fup- 
port  of  his  legifliticn. 

Such  was  the  general  fyftem  of  Solon,  His  civil  and  cri- 
minal laws  have  always  been  regarded  as  oracles  by  the  Athe- 
nians, and  as  models  by  other  nations.  Several  of  the  Gre- 
cian Hates  have  confidered  it  as  a  duty  to  adopt  them  *  j  and 
from  the  fartheft  part  of  Italy,  the  Romans,  wearied  with  their 
divifions,  have  called  them  in  to  their  affiftancc  ®.  As  cir- 
cumftances  may  oblige  a  (late  to  modify  feme  of  its  laws,  t 
fliall  fpeak  elfe  where  of  the  precautions  taken  by  Solon  to  in- 
troduce the  necQlTary  changes,  and  to  avoid  fuch  as  might 
prove  dangerous. 

The  form  of  government  he  eftabliflied,  differs  cflentially 
from  that  now  in  ufe  at  Athens.  Mufl  we  attribute  this  pro- 
digious change  to  vices  inherent  in  the  conftitution  itfelf  ?  or 
is  it  to  be  afcribed  to  events  impoflible  to  be  forefeen  ?  I  fliall 
venture,  from  information  received  in  my  intercourfe  with 
feveral  enlightened  Athenians,  to  hazard  a  few  refleâions  on 
fo  important  a  fubjecl  :  but  this  flight  difcuflion  mull  be  pre- 
ceded  hy  the  hiftory  of  the  revolutions  which^'have  happened 
in  the  ftatc,  from  the  days  of  Solon  to  the  invafion  of  the  Per- 
£ans. 

The  laws  of  Solon  were  to  continue  in  force  only»  for  a  cen- 
tury. He  had  fixed  this  period  to  prevent  the  Athenians  from 
murmuring  at  the  profpeft  of  an  eternal  yoke.  After  the  fe- 
nators,  the  archons,  and  the  people,  had  fworn  to  maintain 
them,  they  were  infcribed  on  the  different  faces  of  feveral 

°*  Bacrt.  in  Solon.  §57.  Pet.  Leg.  I  ^  Lhr.  lib.  3.  cap.  31.  .  Mem-  d« 
Att.  p.  240.  I  TAcad.  t.  xii.  p.  4^ 

^  Pemoûh.  in  Tim.  p.  8c^. 
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tabkts  of  wood,  whîcb  9t  &r(l  were  depofited  in  the  ehadeU 
The/  reached  from  the  ground  to  the  roof  of  the  edi&ce  that 
contaioed  them  '  ;  and  being  eafîly  turned  round,  fuccef&vely 
prefeoted  the  whole  code  of  laws  to  the  eyes  of  the  fpeâators* 
Tbey  have  fincc  been  removed  Jo  the  prytaneum,  and  other 
places,  where  individuals  are  allowed  free  accefs  to  confuU 
thefe  precious  charters  of  their  liberty  ^. 

When  time  had  been  given  to  confider  and  make  trial  of 
thefe  laws,  Solon  i^as  furroundcd  by  a  crowd  of  importunate 
citizens,  who  overwhelmed  him  with  queftions,  advices,  com* 
mendations,  or  reproaches»  Some  preffed  him  for  an  expla- 
nation of  particular  laws,  capable,  according  to  them,  of  dif- 
ferent interpretations  ;  others  propofed  a  variety  of  things  to 
be  added,  modified,  or  fupprefTcd.  Solon  having  exhaufted 
his  patience,  and  tried  every  conciliatory  method  in  vain,  was 
fenfibk  that  time  alone  could  perfcâ  and  give  (Irength  to  his 
work  i  he  therefore  departed,  after  requefting  permiffion  to 
abfent  himGelf  for  ten  years  ■*,  and  binding  the  .Athenians  by 
a  folemn  oath,  not  to  make  any  alteration  in  his  laws  during 
bis  abfenoe  ^ 

In  Egypt  he  converfed  with  thofe  priefts,  who  imagine 
they  have  in  their  poiTeffion  the  annals  of  the  world  ;  and  as 
he  was  one  day  explaining  to  them  the  ancient  traditions  of 
Greece  :  "  Solon,  Solon,"  faid  one  of  the  priefls  gravely, 
"  you  Greeks  are  but  very  young  ;  time  has  not  yet  made 
your  knowledge  hoary  ^"  In  Crete,  he  had  the  honour  to 
inftruâ  the  fovereign  of  a  little  didriâ  in  the  art  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  give  his  name  to  a  city  to  the  happinefs  of  which 
he  had  been  inftrumental  "• 

At  his  return,  he  found  the  Atlienians  roady  to  fink  again 
into  anarchy  *.  The  three  pirties,  which  had  fo  long  rent 
the  republic,  feemed  to  have  fufpended  their  hatred  during  his 


P  Ecym.  Magn.  in  Azoa. 

^  Plot.  IP  Solon,  p.  9a.  Aul.  OelL 
lib.  %.  ctp.  I  a.  Poll.  1.  8.  c.  10.  No. 
n8.  Menrf.  LeA.  A»,  lib.  i>  cap.  «a. 
Pet.  in  Prxf.  Leg.  Att. 

Fol.  I. 


^  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  92- 
•  Hcrodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  29. 
'  Plat,  in  Cri',  r.  iii  p.  a2. 
"  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  93. 
«  Id.  p.  94. 
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legiflation,  only  to  vent  it  with  more  violence  in  his  abfence  ; 
in  one  point  alone  were  thej  united  ;  in  defiring  a  change  in 
the  conftitution,  without  any  «ther  motive  but  a  fecret  reft* 
leiïtiefs,  or  any  objeâ  but  vague  hopes. 

Solon,  received  with  the  mod  diilinguiflieâ  honours,  wi(hr 
ed  to  avail  bimfelf  of  thefe  favourable  difpofitions  to  calm 
difTenfions  too  frequently  reviving  :  at  firft  he  thought  him- 
felf  powerfully  feconded  by  Pififlratus,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  popular  faâion  ;  and  who,  apparently  eager  to  main- 
tain equality  among  the  citizens,  declared  himfelf  an  irrecon- 
cileable  enemy  to  every  innovation  which  might  tend  to  its 
deftrudion  :  but  he  foon  difcovered  that  this  profound  poli- 
tician concealed  the  moll  inordinate  ambition  un4er  the  maik 
pf  an  aSe6ted  moderation. 

Never  did  man  unite  more  qualities  to  captivate  the  minds 
of  the  people.  He  was  of  an  illudrious  birth  ',  and  pofTefled 
of  great  wealth,  acknowledged  courage  ',  a  commanding  ft* 
gure  ^,  a  perfuàfive  eloquence  ^,  to  which  the  mufical  tone 
of  his  voice  lent  new  charms  ^  ;  and  a  mind  enriched  witk 
the  talents  beiiowed  by  nature,  and  the  information  procured 
by  iludy  ^.  "bfo  man  was  a  greater  malier  of  his  paffions,  or 
knew  better  how  to  turn  to  advantage  thofe  virtues  he  reallj 
poOciTed,  and  thofe  of  which  he  had  only  the  appearance  \ 
His  fuccefs  has  proved,  that  in  projets  of  tedious  execution 
nothing  can  beflow  a  more  decided  fuperiority  than  mildnefs 
^nd  flexibility  of  chara^er. 

With  fnch  eminent  advantages,  Pififlratus,  acceffible  to  the 
^owtft  citizens,  laviihed  on  them  thofe  confolations  and  fuc-* 
cours  which  dry  up  the  fource,  or  palliate  the  bitterncfs,  of 
buffering  ^.  Solon,  attentive  to  his  proceedings,  penetrated 
^is  intentions;  but,  whilli  he  was  employed  in  devidng  means 
to  guard  againi\   their  confequences,  Piiiilratus   appeared  iu 


y   Hcrcn^ot..  lib.  5,  cap.  65. 
2  Id.  lib.  I.  cap.  59. 
a  Athc.M.  l*b.  12.  <  «  .8.  p.  S$3' 
^  V.  t.  in   Sîlon.  p.  yj.     Ciccr.  in 
^rut.  cap.  7.  t.  i.  p.  34a. 


^  Plut,  k)  Pcricl.  p.  155. 
d  Cicer.  deOrat.  lib.  3.' cap.  34.  t  î. 
p.  311. 

•=   Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  95. 
f  P;ut.  ibid. 
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tbe  forum,  covered  with  wounds  he  had  artfully  procured , 
imploring  the  proteftion  of  that  people  he  had  himfelf  fo  fre- 
ijucntly  proteâed  f.  The  ailemblj  being  itnmediatelj  con- 
voked, he  accufed  the  fenate  and  the  chiefs  of  the  other  fac- 
tions of  attempting  hb  life  ;  and  difplajing  his  ftill  bleeding 
wounds  :  "  Behold,"  exclaimed  he,  *'  the  reward  of  my  love 
for  the  democracy,  and  of  the  zeal  with  which  1  have  de- 
fended your  rights  **." 

At  thefe  words  only  menacing  exclamations  were  heard  on 
all  fides  ;  the  principal  citizens  kept  filence  in  afloni(hment, 
or  took  to  flight.  Solon,  filled  with  indignation  at  their 
cowardice,  and  the  infatuation  of  the  people,  in  vain  attempt- 
ed to  re-animate  the  courage  of  the  former,  and  to  difpel  the 
frenzy  of  the  latter  »  :  his  voice,  enfeebled  by  years,  was 
-eafily  overpowered  by  the  clamours  excited  by  pity,  rage,  and 
apprehenfion.  The  afiembly  concluded  by  voting  Pififtratus 
a  firong  guard  for  the  defence  of  his  perfon.  From  this  mo- 
ment all  his  projeâs  were  accomplifiied  :  he  preiiently  em- 
ployed this  force  to  take  pofieillon  of  the  citadel  ^  ;  and,  after 
di&rming  the  multitude,  feizsd  without  oppofition  on  the  fa- 
preme  authority  *.  -^ 

Solon  did  not  long  furvive  the  enilaving  of  his  country  :  he 
had  oppofed  as  mtich  as  was  in  his  power,  the  enterprifes  of 
Pififiratus.  He  was  feen,  with  arms,  repairing  to  the  forum, 
and  endeavouring  to  excite  the  people  to  defend  their  liber- 
ties '  :  but  his  example  and  harangues  no  longer  produced 
any  e^eâ  ;  his  friends  alone,  terrified  at  his  courage,  repre- 
fcnted  to  him,  that  the  tyrant  was  refolved  on  his  deft  ruc- 
tion ;  **  and  what,"  added  they,  "  can  infpire  you  with  fuoh 
firmnefs  ?"    "  My  old  age,"  replied  he  ^^ 


«  HcrodDt,  lib.  r.  cap.  59.  Arift. 
«le  Rlicr.  lib.  I.  cap.  2.  c.  ii.  p.  51^. 
Dioii.  Sicui.  lib.  J 3-  p.  215.  Lacn.  in 
Solon.  &c. 

h  Juttin.  lib.  a.  c.  8.  Polyafn.  Strat. 
Ub.  I.  cap.  a. 

riut.  ia  Solon,  p.  96. 


^  Plur.  Ia  Solon,  p.  96.  Polyxn. 
Strac.  Hb.  i.  cap.  2. 

•  The  year  560  before  Chrift. 

I  Plut.  ibid.  Lacrt.  in  Solon.  {  49. 
Val.  Maxim,  lib.  5.  c.  3.  No.  3. 

"^  Plut.  ibid.  Ciccr.  dc  £enc<5l.  cap. 
20.  t.  iii.  p.  317. 
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Fififtratus  was  far  from  fulljing  bis  trliiinph  by  an  aâ 
fo  atrocious  and  fo  odious.  Penetrated  with  the  higheft  vé- 
nération for  Solon,  he  felt  that  the  fandioo  of  that  legiflator 
alone  would  in  {owe  meafure  excufe  his  ufurpation  :  he 
courted  him  bj  diftinguifhed  marks  of  deference  and  refpe^k  ; 
he  aiked  his  advice  ;  and  Solon»  yielding  to  feduâion»  while 
he  imagined  he  çnlj  gave  way  to  necefCty,  was  fooo  pre- 
vailed upon  to  aflifl  him  with  his  counfe]  °  $  flattering  himielf, 
flo  doubt,  with  the  hope  of  inducing  Pififtraitus  to  maintain 
the  laws,  and  to  make  fewer  encrotchinents  on  the  e&ablifhed 
conftitution. 

Thirty-three  years  elapfed  between  the  revolution  and  the 
death  of  Pififtratus  ^,  but  he  continued  at  the  head  of  affairs 
only  feventeen  years  ^,  Overpowered  by  the  fuperior  ftreogth 
of  his  adverjCarieSy  and  twice  obliged  to  fly  from  Athens,  he 
twice  refumed  his  authority  p,  and  had  tlie  coofolation,  before 
he  died,  of  fécuring  it  to  his  family. 

During  the  whole  of  his  government,  his  days,  dedicated 
to  the  fervice  of  the  public,  were  continually  difilnguiihed 
either  by  new  benefits  or  new  virtues. 

His  laws,  by  banifliing  idlenefs,  encouraged  agriculture 
andinduftry:  he  did ribu ted  over  the  country  that  multitude 
of  obfcure  citizens,  whom  the  heat  of  faâions  had  fettled  in 
the  capital'  ;  he  revived  the  valour  ot  the  troops,  by  affign- 
ing  to  r^îvalid  foldiers  à  certain  fubfiflence  for  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  '.  In  the  country,  in  the  forum,  in  his  gardens, 
ttcccflibleto  every  perfon*,  he  appeared  like  a  father  amidft 
his  children  :  ever  ready  to  liften  to  the  complaints  of  the  un- 
fortunate  ;  making  pecuniary  allowances  to  fome,  advances  to 
others,  and  offers  to  all  <. 


*  Plat,  in  Splon.  p.  96. 

»  The  year  528  before  Chrîft. 

°  Juftin.  lib.  «.  cap.  8.     Arift.  de 
&ep.  lib.  5.  cap.  i-ft.  t.  it.  p.  411. 
.   P  Herodot.  Hb.  I.  cap.^.     Arift. 
ibid. 
J    ^,  Dion.  Cbrjfoft.  orat.  7.  p.  110; 


orat.  15.  p.  181.     Hefych.  et  Soid.  in 

;    '  Pint,  in  Scion,  p.  96. 

'  Theopomp.  ap.    Achen,   Ub.   is. 
«P-  8.  p.  533.  • 

^  .£Uan.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  9.  cap.  %<n 
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•  ^  . 

,  With  d  view  of  gratifjiag  his  talle  for  magnificence,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  complied  with  the  neceffitj  of  giving 
employment  to  an  untraâable  and  idle  people  ",  he  embel- 
Ii(hed  the  citj  with  temples,'  gjmnafia,  and  fountains  '  ;  and 
as  be  did  not  dread  the  progrefs  of  know]|^dge,  he  publilbed 
a  new  edition  of  the  works  of  Homer,  and  founded  a  library, 
compofed  of  the  heft  authors  then  estant^  for  the  ute  of  the 
Athenians. 

Let  us  add  here  a  few  aneedotes  -which  more  particularly 
evince  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind.  Never  had  he  the  weak« 
nefs  to  revenge  infults  which  it  was  eafy  for  him  to  puniih. 

While  his  daughter  was  attending  a  religious  ceremony,  a 
young  man  who  was  paflionately  in  love  with  her,  ran  to  em- 
brace her,  and  fome  time  after  attempted  to  carry  her  off. 
Pi&ftratus,  when  advifed  by  his  family  to  take  vengeance, 
replied  :  '*  If  we  hate  thofe  who  love  us,  what  ihall  we  do 
to  thofe  who  hate  us  ?''  and  immediately  chdfe  this  young 
man  to  be  the  hufband  of  his  daughter  7. 

Some  drunken  perfons  publicly  infultéd  his  wife  ;  the  next 
day  they  came  to  him  in  tears,  to  folic! t  a  pardon  they  could 
fcarcely  dare  to  hope.  "  You  are  miftaken,"  replied  Pifif- 
tiatus;  "  my  wife  did  not  ftir  out  ycfterdaythe  whole  day  «." 
To  condude,  fome  of  his  adherents,  refolving  to  withdraw 
from  their  obedience  to  him,  retired  to  a  ftrong  hold.  He 
inftantly  followed  them,  with  fome  Saves  carrying  his  bag« 
gage  ;  and  when  the  confpirators  inquired  of  him  hfs  inten- 
tion :  **  You  mull  either  perfuade  me  to  temain  with  you,** 
faid  he,  ^*  or  1  muft  prevail  on  you  to  return  with  mè  *.** 

Thefe  afts  of  moderation  and  clemency,  frequently  repeat- 
ed during  his  life,  and  rendered  more  confpicuous  by  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  government,  infenfibly  mitigated  the  refraftory 


"  Aria,  de  lUptib.  lib.  5.  cap.  iX* 
t.  H.  p.  407> 
'  Meurf.  ID  Fififtr.  cap.  9. 
7  Piat.  Apophth.  t.  ti.  p.  189.  Pc^f. 


Strit.  lib.  5.  cap.  24.    VaK  Ma.  lib. 
5.  cap.  X. 

a  Plut.  ibid. 

>  Plut.  ibid. 
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fpirit  of  the  Athenians,  and  made  many  of  them  prefer  Co 
mild  a  fervitude  to  their  ancient  and  tumultuous  liberty  **• 

Yet  it  muft  be  owned,  that  though  in  a  monarchy  Piiiftratus 
would  haTe  been  the  model  of  the  beft  of  kings,  in  the  re- 
public of  Athens,  the  citizens  in  general  were  more  difpofed 
to  regard  with  abhorrence  the  crime  of  his  ufurpation,  than 
to  confider  all  the  advantages  derived  from  his  government  to 
the  ftate. 

After  his  death,  his  fons  Hippias  and  Hipparchus  fucceed- 
ed  him,  and,  with  lefs  brilliant  talents,  governed  with  the 
fame  wifdom  ^.  Hipparchus,  in  particular,  was  fond  of  let- 
ters.  Anacreon  and  Simonides,  invited  to  bis  court,  met  with 
the  moft  flattering  reception  :  the  flrft  was  loaded  with  ho* 
nours,  and  the  fécond  with  prefents.  He  deferves  alfo  to  par- 
ticipate with  his  father  in  the  glory  of  extending  the  fame 
of  Homer  ^.  He  may  be  reproached,  as  well  as  his  brother, 
with  too  freely  abandoning  himfelf  to  pleafures,  and  with. 
infpiring  the  Athenians  with  a  tafle  for  luxury  ^  :  fortunate^ 
neverthclefs,  if,  in  the  midil  of  thefe  excefles,  he  had  not 
committed  an  aâ  of  injuftice,  of  which  he  was  the  firft  vic- 
tim ! 

Two  young  Athenians,  Harmodius  and  Ariftogiton,  unit- 
ed in  bonds  of  the  tendered  friendfhip,  having  received 
from  this  prince  an  affront  it  was  impofllble  to  forget,  con- 
fpirtd  his  deilru£lion,  and  that  of  hi&  brother  ^  Some  of 
their  friends  entered  into  this  confpiracy,  and  its  execution 
was  fixed  for  the  folemnity  of  the  P<inathensa  :  they  hoped 
that  the  crowd  of  Athenians,  who,  during  the  ceremonies  of 
this  feftival,  were  permitted  to  bear  arms,  would  fécond  their 
eâforts,  or  at  lead  proteâ  them  againft  the  fury  of  the  guards 
who  attended  on  the  fons  of  Pifidratus, 

With  this  view,  after  covering  their  poniards  with  branchea 
of  myrtle,  they  repaired  to  the  place  where  the  princes  were 


b  Herod.  lib.   x.  cap.  63. 
^  Thucydid.  lib.  6.  cap.  54. 
(1  Plat,  in  Hipparch.  t.  if.  p.  228. 
•  A  then.  lib.  12.  cap.  8.  p.  s  $2» 


f  Thucydid.  lib.  6.  cap.  56.  Plat,  ia 
Hipparch.  t.  ii.  p.  229.  Aiift.  de  Rep. 
lib.  i.  cap.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  4^6  ;  et  aliL 
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arranging  St  t>roceflion  thej  were  to  precede  to  the  temple  of 
Minerva.  When  they  arrived,  they  faw  one  of  the  confpi- 
rators  in  familiar  converfation  with  Hippias,-  and  concluded 
themfelves  betrayed  ;  but  rcfolving  dearly  to  fell  their  lives, 
retired  for  a  moment,  and  finding  Hipparchùs^  plunged  a£ 
dagger  in  his  heart  *.  Harmodius  inftàntly  fell  beneath  the 
redoubled  blows  of  the  princes  guards.  Ariftogitoh,  feized 
almoit  at  the  fame  inftant^  was  put  to  the  torture  ;  but  far 
from  naming  his  accomplices,-  he  accufed  the  moft  faithful 
partifans  of  Hippias,  who  ordered  thera  to  be  dragged  to  in- 
fiant  punifliment.  ^'  Haft  thou  ftill  other  wretches  to  dif- 
cover?**  exclaimed  the  tjrant,  tranfported  with  fury.  *'  There 
are  none  left  but  thee,"  replies  the  Athenian  :  "  I  die,  and 
enjoy  in  death  the  fatisfaâion  of  having  deprived  thee  of  thy 
beft  friends  K'* 

From  that  moment,  Hippias  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  per-' 
petration  of  every  kind  of  injuftice  *»  i  but  the  yoke  he  laid 
heavy  on  the  Athenians  was  broken  three  years  after  f .  Clif- 
thenes,  chief  of  the  Alcmsonidae,  a  powerful  houfe  of  A- 
thens,  at  all  times  inimical  to  the  family  of  Pififtratus,  col- 
leâed  all  the  malécontentÀ  about  his  perfon  ;  and  having  ob« 
tained  the  affidance  of  the  Lacedaemonians^  by  means  of  the 
Pythia  of  Delphi,  whom  he  had  gained  over  to  his  inteteft  '^ 
marched  againii  Hippias,  and  forced  him  to  abdicate  the  ty« 
ranny.  That  prince,  after  wandering  for  fome  time  with. his 
family,  repaired  to  the  court  of  Darius,  king  of  Ferfia,  and 
Ifras  at  lad  killed  at  the  battle  of  Marathon  ^, 

No  fooner  had  the  Athenians  recovered  their  liberty,  than 
they  rendered  the  highell  honours  to  the  ^memor^  of  Haniio- 
dins  and  Ariftogiton.  Statues  were  ere^ed  to  them  in  the 
forum  ^  :  it  was  enaâed,  that  their  names  fliould  be  for  ever 


•  The  year  514  before  Chrift. 

S  Polysn.  StfAt.  lib.  i.  cap.  ai.  Se- 
ncc.  de  Ira,  lib.  2.  cap.  73.  JuUio. 
lib.  ft.  cafu  ^i 

^  Thucydid  lib.  6.  cap  59.  Arift 
ŒcoB.  lib*  ft.  t.  ii.  p.  ^û;^.  Paulan. 
lib.  X.  cap.  2J.  p.  5J. 


f  1  hie  year  ^10  before  Chrift. 
•  Hen  dot.  lib.  /.  cap.  6:.  et  66. 
HcTcdo!.  lib.  6.  cap.  107.     Tbu- 
cydjd.  lib.  6.  cap»  59. 

I    \rift.  de  Rhet.  lib.   i.   c.  9.  t.  ii*. 
P*  533-      DemoOh.  in   Mid.  p.  639. 
I  Piih.  iib.34.  lap.  8.  p.  6^4*' 
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celebrated  at  the  feftival  of  the  Panathensea  ",  and  fiiould,  oft 
no  pretext  whatever,  be  given  to  flaves  ■.  The  poets  eter- 
nized their  glorj  by  poems  fttid  Tongs  *«  fiill  fong  at  bsn- 
qnets  °  ;  and  very  extenfive  privileges  were  granted  in  perpe- 
tuity to  their  defcendants  >*. 

Cliflhenes,  who  had  fo  greatly  contributed  to  the  ezpul- 
iien  of  the  Pififiratidas,  had  ftill  to  ilruggle  for  many  years 
againd  a  powerful  faâion  ^;  but  at  length,  obtaining  in  the 
Hate  the  authority  to  which  be  was  entitled  by  his  great  ta* 
lents,  he  confirmed  the  conftitution  eftabliflied  by  Solon, 
which  the  PifiAratidae  had  never  attempted  entirely  to  fab- 
vert. 

Never  had  thefe  princes,  in  faâ,  afltimed  the  title  of  king, 
tbough  they  boailed  themfelves  to  be  the  defcendants  of  the 
ancient  fovereigns  of  Athens  '•  If  Pififiratus  levied  the  tenth 
of  the  produce  of  the  lands  *»  it  was  the  only  tax  he  impof- 
ed,  and  this  his  fons  reduced  to  a  twentieth  ;  all  the  three 
appeared  to  exaâ  it  lefs  for  their  own  mainteaaoce,  than  for 
the  neceffities  of  the  (late  '  :  they  maintained  the  laws  of  Sc^ 
loQ  «s  much  by  their  example  as  by  their  authority.  Pifit> 
tratus,  accufed  of  murder,  appeared,  like  the  lowed  citixeo^ 
to  take  his  trial  before  the  areopagus  "•  In  a  word,  they 
preferved  the  effential  parts  of  the  ancient  conftitntion  '  ;  the 
lenate,  the  aiFemblies  of  the  people,  and  the  offices  of  raftgi'^ 
il  racy,  with  which  they  were  careful  to  inveft  themfelves  ^^ 
end  whofe  prerogatives  they  laboured  to  extend.  It  was  as 
chief  magidrates,  therefore,  as  perpetual  chiefs  of  a  democra- 
tic flate,.  that  they  aâed,  and  acquired  fo  much  influence  over 


^  Demofih.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  344.^ 
l^hiloftr.  in  Vit.  Apoli.  lib.  7.  cap.  4. 

p.  483. 

i^  Attl.  Cell.  lib.  9.  cap.  ft. 

•  See  nvte  I V.  at  the  aid  of  the  to* 
lume. 

"  Ariftoph.  in  Vefp.  ▼.  xa»o.  Id. 
in  Acharn.  ▼■977  Schol.  ibid.  Athen. 
lib.  i|.  cap.  14.  p.  69}. 

9  likua  de  Hered.  Diceog.  p.  5i. 


Demofth.  in  Leptia.  p.  565.  DioarchÉ 
in  Demofth.  p.  1S6. 

«»  Hcrcdot.  lib.  5.  c.  66. 

^  Lacrt.  in  Solon.  }  S3*  Rtinccc. 
Hift.  Jul.  t  i.  p.  46J. 

*  Laert.  ibid     Sutd.  in  Sphacel. 

'  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  cap.  s  4» 

»  Arift.  dc  Rep.  1.  5.  c  i».  p-  4SU 
Piut.  in  Solon,  p.  96. 

^  Herodoc.  lib.  j  .  cap.  59. 

^  Tbttcydid.  ut  fuprà. 
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the  public  deliberations.  The  moft  abfolute  power  was  ex« 
creifed  under  apparently  legal  forms,  and  the  enÛaved  people 
had  perpetually  before  their  eyes  the  image  of  liberty  ;  ac- 
cordingly, we  fee  them,  after  the  expulfion  of  the  Pifittrati- 
die,  without  oppofition,  and  without  a  ftruggle,  re-affuming 
their  rights,  which  bad  been  fufpended  rather  than  deftroyed« 
The  changes  now  made  by  Gliflhenes  in  the  government  did 
not  entirely  bring  it  back  to  its  firft  principles,  as  I  ihall  pre- 
fently  (how. 

The  recital  of  faâs  has  conduded  me  to  the  times  in  wfaieh 
tile  Athenians  fignalited  their  vtlour  againft  the  Petfiim&# 
But  before  I  proceed  to  this  part  of  their  hiftory,  I  ihali  here 
give  the  refledioos  1  have  promifed  on  the  political  fyftem  of 
Solon. 

We  muft  not  expeft  from  Solon  a  legiflation  fimilar  to  that 
of  Lycargtts.  Fortune  had  placed  them  in  very  differeat  cir« 
eum&ances. 

The  Lacedeemonians  occupied  a  country  producing  every 
thing  neceflary  for  their  wants  *•  The  legiflator  had  only  to 
confine  them  to  it,  to  prevent  foreign  vices  from  corrupting 
the  fpirit  and  purity  of  his  inftitutions.  Athens,  iituated 
near  the  fea,  and  furrounded  by  an  ungrateful  foil,  was  o- 
bliged  continually  to  interchange  her  produce,  her  indufiry, 
her  ideas  and  manners,  with  thofe  of  different  nations. 

The  reform  of  Lycurgus  preceded  that  of  Solon  by  abont 
two  centuries  and  a  half.  The  Spartans,  limited  in  their  arts» 
their  knowledge,  and  even  in  their  paffions,  were  lefs  ad- 
vanced  in  good  and  evil,  than  the  Athenians  were  at  the  time 
of  Salon.  The  latter,  after  having  experienced  all  kinds  cf 
governments,  were  difgufted  both  with  fervitude  and  1^ 
berty,  without  being  able  to  difpenfe  with  either.  Induf* 
trions,  enlightened,  vain,  and  difficult  to  manage,  all  of  them» 
even  to  the  loweft  individuals,  were  familiarized  with  in- 
trigue, ambition^  and  all  the  great  paffions  that  take  birth  in 

^  Plttt^  io  Solon,  t.  L  p.  90. 
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the  frequent  commotions  of  a  (late  :  thej  already  pùffu&é 
the  vices  to  be  found  amongft  formed  nations.  Thejr  were 
remarkable  likewife  for  a  relllefâ  a&ivitj^  and  a  ficklenefs  of 
mind,  which  we  meet  with  in  no  other  country. 

The  houfe  of  Lycurgus  had  long  inherited  the  throne  of 
Lacedaemon  :  the  two  kings  who  then  ihared  it,  commanding 
no  refpeft,  Lycurgus  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  the  Spartans  as 
tlie  flrft  and  mod  eminent  perfon  in  the  ûate  ^«  As  he  could 
rely  on  his  own  influence,  and  on  that  of  his  friends,  he  was 
lefs  retrained  by  thofe  confiderations  which  throw  a  damp  om 
genius,  and  circumfcribe  the  views  of  a  legiflator.  Solon,  a 
private  individual,  inveiled  with  a  tranfient  authority,  to  be 
employed  with  prudence,  if  he  wiihed  to  employ  it  to  efieâ  ^ 
furrounded  by  powerful  faâions,  which  he  was  obliged  ta 
manage,  in  order  to  preferve -their  confidence}  and,  fore- 
warned by  the  recent  example  of  Draco,  that  modes  of  feve-* 
rity  were  not  fuited  to  the  charaâer  of  the  Athenians,  v^s 
unable  to  hazard  great  innovations,  without  occafioning  ftill 
greater,  and  again  plunging  the  ft  ate  into  perhaps  irreparable 
misfortunes* 

I  do  not  fpeak  of  the  perfonal  qualities  of  the  two  legifla^ 
tors.  Nothing  refembles  lefs  the  genius  of  Lycurgus  than 
the  talents  of  Solon,  nor  the  vigorous  mind  of  the  former 
than  the  mild  and  circumfpeâ  charaâer  of  the  latter;  There 
was  nothing  common  to  them  bothy  but  the  ardour  with 
which  they  laboured,  though  by  diflfcrent  means^  to  procure 
the  happinefs  of  nations.  Should  we  fuppofe  them  to  have 
changed  places,  Solon  would  not  have  efieâed  things  fo  great 
and  fublime  as  Lycurgus  ^  we  may  doubt  whether  Lycur* 
gus  would  have  performed  fuch  beautiful  things  as  Solon. 

The  latter  was  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  his  undertake 
ing  ;  and,  when  afked  whether  he  had  given  the  Athenians 
the  bed  of  all  laws,  he  anfwered,  The  beft  they  were  capable 
of  bearing  ^'     He  thus  painted  with  a  fingle  ftroke  the  un*- 

^  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  87;  b  plut.  in  Solon,  p.  86. 
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tradable  character  of  the  Athenians,  and  the  fatal  conftraiaC 
under  which  he  laboured. 

Solen  was  obliged  to  prefer  the  popular  form  of  govern- 
ment, btcaufe  the  people,  recolleâing  that  they  had  enjoyed 
it  for  feveral  ages,  woald  no  longer  fubmit  to  the  tyranny  of 
the  rich^,  and  becaufe  a  nation  which  applies  itfelf  to  ma- 
ritime aff.iirs  always  inclines  llrongly  towards  a  democracy  <^. 
.  In  adopting  this  form,  he  fo  tempered  it,  as  to  give  the 
idea  of  an  oligarchy  in  the  bgdy  of  the  arcopagites  ;  of  an 
arifiocracj  in  the  mode  of  eleâing  magi  (I  rates  ;  and  of  a 
pure  democracy  in  the  liberty  granted  the  loweft  citizens  to 
have  a  feat  in  the  tribunals  of  juilicë  ^. 

This  conftitution,  which  partook  of  the  nature  of  mixed 
governments,  was  overthrown  by  the  excefs  of  power  in  the 
people,  as  that  of  the  Perûans  was  by  the  excef»  of  power 
in  the  prince  ^ 

Solon  is  reproached  with  having  accelerated  this  corruption, 
by  the  law  which  bellows  indifcriminately  on  all  the  citizens 
the  right  of  adminidering  jnftice,  and  by  appointing  them  to 
that  important  function  by  way  of  lot^.  The  confequences 
of  fuch  a  privilege  were  not  at  firil  perceived  ^  j  but,  in  the 
end,  every  one  was  obliged  to  conciliate  or  iniplore  the  pro- 
teâion  of  the  people,  who,  filling  all  the  tribunals,  pofiefled 
the  power  of  interpreting  the  laws,  and  difpofing  at  their 
pleafure  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  citizens. 

In  tracing  out  the  iketch  of  the  fyftem  of  Solon,  I  have 
ftated  the  motives  that  engaged  him  to  enaâ  the  law  com* 
plained  of.  I  ihall  here  add,  i(l,  that  it  is  not  only  adopted, 
but  of  great*utility  in  the  Heft  conftituted  democracies  *  ;  2dly, 
tliat  Solon  never  could  pfefuioe  that  the  people  would  aban- 
don their  labours  for  the  flerile  pleafure  of  deciding  the  dif- 
ferences of  individuals.     If  they  have  ilnce  tnken  poiTeiBon 


^  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  Xi.  t.  ii. 
p.  336. 
Il  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  7.  p.  420. 
^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2,  c.  12.  c.  11.  p.  336. 
^  FUt.  de  JLeg.  Ub.  3.  p.  693  et  699. 


S  Ariftot.  ie  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  12. 
t.  ii.  p.  336.-* 

i»  Piut.  in  Solon,  p.  88. 

i  Ariil.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  4.  t.  ii.  p. 
416. 
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of  the  tribunals»  and  thcrebj  increafed  their  authoritj,  the 
blame  mail  fall  on  Pericles,  who,  by  aiBgning  an  emolument 
to  thofe  vrho  aâed  as  judges  *^,  furnifhed  the  poorer  citizens 
with  a  more  eafy  method  of  fubfiftencp. 

It  is  not  in  the  laws  of  Solon  that  we  mad  fearch  for  the 
origin  of  thofe  vices  that  have  disfigured  his  work  ;  but  in  « 
feriez  of  innovations,  for  the  mod  part  nnneceflarjr,  and  which 
it  was  as  impof&ble  to  forefee,  as  it  would  be  at  this  daj  to 
jaftify. 

After  the  ezpulfion  of  the  Pififtratidas,  Clifthenes,  to  gain 
the  favour  of  the  people,  divided  into  ten  tribes  the  original 
four,  which  had  comprifed  the  inhabitants  of  Attica  from 
the  days  of  Cecrops  ^  ;  and  fifty  feoators  were  annually  eleâ- 
cd  by  lot  from  each  of  them^  by  which  means  the  number 
ct  tfaefe  magiftrates  was  increafed  to  five  hundred. 

Thefe  ten  tribes  had  each  their  prefidents,  their  officers  o&^ 
polke,  their  tribunals,  their  aflemblies,  and  feparate  interefts, 
like  fo  many  little  republics.  To  multiply  thefe,  and  give 
them  more  aâivity,  was  to  engage  all  the  citizens,  without 
diilinâion,  to  intermeddle  in  public  affairs  ;  it  was  favouring 
the  people,  who,  befides  the  right  of  naming  their  officers^ 
had  the  greateft  influence  in  each  tribe. 

Another  confequence  was,  that  the  various  coiApanies  in* 
trufted  with  the  colleftion  and  application  of  the  public  mo* 
sey,  were  compofed  of  ten  officers  named  by  the  ten  tribes^ 
which,  prefenting  new  objeâs  of  ambiiion  to  the  people, 
ferved  to  introduce  them  ûill  further  into  the  different 
branches  of  the  adminidration. 

But  it  is  principally  to  the  viftories  gained  by  the  Athe- 
nians over  the  Perfians^  that  we  mud  attribute  the  dedruc- 
tion  of  the  ancient  conftitution  ^.  After  the  battle  of  Plat»a, 
it  was  enaâed,  that  the  citizens  of  the  Jowed  clades,  exclud* 
ed  by  Solon  from  the  chief  offices  of  the  magidracy,  Ihould 


^  Artftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  12. 
1  Hçrodotw  lib.  5.  cap.  66  et  9(9.    A- 


riftot.  ibid,  lib,  6.  cap.  4.  p.  4x8.  Plut: 
in  Per.  p.  153. 
^  Arill.  dc  R6p.  lib.  a.  cap.  la.  p* 

33^. 
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facQceforward  poiOEefs  that  privilege.  The  fage  Arlftides,  who 
propofed  this  decree  ",  gave  the  looft  fatal  of  examples  to 
his  fucceifors  in  command.  It  became  oeceSarj  for  them  firft 
to  flatter,  then  iervilely  to  crouch  to  the  multitude. 

Fornôérljr  thej  had  difdained  to  attend  at  tlie  general  af- 
femblies  ;  but  no  fooaer  did  government  allow  a  gratuity  of 
three  oboli  to  everj  perfon  prefent  «>,  than  they  repaired  thi- 
ther in  crowds  I  keeping  away  the  rich,  as  well  by  their  num- 
bers as  their  fury,  and  infolently  fubilituting  their  caprices 
for  the  laws. 

Pericles,  the  moft  dangerous  of  thofe  leaders  who  paid 
court  to  the  multitude,  difgufied  them  with  bufinefs,  and 
their  little  remaining  virtue,  by  largefies  which  exhauiled 
the  public  treafury,  and,  amongft  other  advantagçs,  facilitated 
their  accefs  to  the  public  fpeâacles  ^  ;  and,  as  if  he  had  con- 
fpired  the  total  overthrow  of  mannerS|  in  order  to  accelerate 
the  downfal  of  the  conflitutioh,  he  reduced  the  areopagas 
to  filence,  by  depriving  that  court  of  almoft  all  its  privi* 
leges  ^.  •— 

The  precautions  which  Solon  had  fo  wifely  taken  to  guard 
the  great  interefts  of  the  (late  again  (I  the  incongruous  mea- 
fores  of  an  ignorant  and  mad  populace,  were  then  negleâed, 
or  had  no  cffea.  Let  us  recoiled,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  fenate  to  prepare  all  public  budnefs,  previous  to  its  being 
laid  before  the  affembly  of  the  people  5  that  it  was  to  be  dif- 
CttiTed  only  by  orators  of  acknowledged  probity,  and  the  firft 
fuffirages  given  by  aged  men  enlightened  by  experience.  Thele 
checks,  fo  well  calculated  to  reprefs  the  impetuofity  of  the 
people,  were  all  annulled  by  themfelves  ^.  They  would  no 
longer' obey  any  but  demagogues  who  led  them  aftray  ^,  and 
extended  fo  far  the  limits  of  their  authority,  that,  ceafing  to 
perceive  them,  they  imagined  that  they  had  ceafed  to  exili. 


°  Pint,  io  ^rtftid.  p.  331. 
°  Pet.  in  Leg.  Att.  p.  aojp, 
^  Plttt,  in  Per.  p.  156. 
*  Id,  ibid.  p.  X55. 


**  iElfchin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  427. 
*  Arift.  dc  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  la*  t.iL 
p.  336. 
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Certain  offices  of  ma^iftracy,  heretofore  conferred  only  on 
upright  men  bj  free  election,  are  now  beftowed  by  way  of 
chance,  on  every  clafs  of  citizens  '  :  nay,  frequently,  with- 
out having  recourfe  to  that,  or  any  other  mode  of  eleélion, 
individuals  find  means,  by  dint  of  money  and  intrigues,  to 
obtain  employments,  and  even  to  procure  admiffion  into  the 
order  of  fenators  ".  In  fine,  the  people  pronounce  in  the  lad 
refort  on  feveral  offences,  the  cognizance  of  which  is  either 
Tcfcrved  to  them  by  the  later  decrees  of  Solon  *,  or  which 
they  themfclves  fummon  to  their  tribunal,  in  contempt  of  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  jurtice  >'.  By  this  means,  the  powers  which 
had  been  fo  fagely  diftributed  are  c>nfonnded  ;  and  the  legif- 
lative  power,  executing  its  own  lav's,  m?.kcs  the  nation  eve- 
ry m9:::ent  feel,  or  apprehend,  the  dreadful  weight  of  op- 
prcCion. 

Thefc  dcftruftive  vices  never  would  have  crept  into  the  ■ 
conflitution,  had  it  not  had  infurmountab'e  obftacles  to' over- 
come :  but  the  ufurpation  of  the  Pifiitr-otidae  flopped  its  pro- 
grefs  in  the  very  origin  ;  and  its  principles  were  r)on  after 
corrupted  by  the  viftories  over  the  Perfiirs.  To  have  en- 
abled the  conllitution  to  defend  itfeU  ?:;iinii  fMiilar  events, 
it  was  neceffary  that  a  long  peace,  aiid  the  moft  perfeft  li- 
berty, fliould  hcve  allowed  it  to  opeiat<:  powerfully  on  the 
manners  of  the  Atheniins  ;  without  this,  all  the  gifts  of  ge- 
nius, united  in  a  leg  fluor,  mull  have  been  i.ifufficient  to  pre- 
vent P.:i1  rams  from  being  the  moft  feducing  of  mankind, 
and  the  Athenians,  tîic  j:eopie  the  moft  open  to  fedu6lion  :  they 
could  not  have  prevented  the  brilliant  fucc.fles  of  Marathon, 
of  Snlamis,  and  Platasiî,  from  infpiring  \vi*h  the  moft  extra- 
vagant prefumption  the  peuple  in  the  world  moft  fufceptiblc 
VÏ  f'lcli  folly. 

F.om  the  efFefls  produced  by  the  irft'tutions  of  Solon,  wc 
may  judge  of  thofe  they  would  have  pnduced  in  happier  cir- 

^  Ifocr.  Arcop.  t.  i,  p.  3:1.  j       ^  Xcnop^.  Hifl.  Ctxc.  lib.  I. p.  450» 

"  ^.(cliin.  in  iimar.  p.  a; 6.     Id.  in  j      ^  Aull.dc  Rep.  l.U  4.  c  4.  p.  yà^. 
Cr.fiph.  p.  437.  1 
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cumftances.  Confined  as  they  were  in  their  operation  under 
the  tyranny  of  the  Pififtratidae,  they  afted  flovvly  on  the 
minds  of  men,  either  frona  the  advantages  of  an  cducst'on 
common  at  that  time,  and  which  is  fo  no  longer  ^  ;  or  from 
the  influence  of  the  republican  forms,  which  perpetually  che» 
riihed  the  illufion,  and  the  hope  of  liberty.  Scarcely  were 
thofe  princes  banifhed,  before  the  democracy  was  re-eftabli(hed 
of  itfelf,  and  the  Athenians  difplayed  a  charaAer  of  which 
they  had  neveir  hitherto  been  fufpc6ted«  From  this  epoch  a  to 
that  of  their  corruption,  only  about  half  a  century  elapfed  j 
but  virtue  and  the  laws  were  flill  refpefted  in  that  happy  pe» 
liod  :  the  wifeft  men  never  fpeak  of  it  but  with  eulogies,  ao. 
companied  with  regret  ;  and  can  difcover  no  other  remedy  for 
the  evils  of  the  ftate,  but  the  revival  of  cue  government  of 
Solon  >• 


SECT.     IL 


AGE  OF  THEMISTOCLES  AND  ARISTIDES  *. 

It  is  with  pain  that  I  prevail  on  myftlf  to  defwfibe  can». 
paigns  and  battles  ;  it  ihould  fufîlce  to  know,  that  wars  on« 
ginate  in  the  ambition  of  princes,  and  terminate  in  the  nûl'cry 
ef  nations  ;  but  the  examole  of  a  people  preferring  death  to 
fervitude,  is  too  fublim^TOd  too  inftruuive  to  be  paflid  over 
in  iilcnce. 

Cyrus  had  lately  raifed  the  Perfian  power  on  the  ruins  of 
the  empires  of  Babylon  and  Lydia  ;  he  had  received  the  ho- 
mage of  Arabia,  of  Egypt,  and  the  moft  diftant  nations^  ;  and 
his  fon  Cambyfes  had  fubjcdVeJ  Cyrenaica,  and  many  cbun**- 
tries  of  Africa  ^. 

After  the  death  of  the  latter  prince,  fomc  Perfian  noble j, 
to  the  number  of  feven,  having  put  to  death  one  of  the  magi 


*  Anft.  de  Rep.  lib.  8  cap.  i.  t.  li. 
p.  449. 

"  ili'Cr.  Arcop.  t.  i.  p.  319.  JEkh. 
ta  Cccfiph.  p.  427. 


•  From  the  }car  490  to  abou:  444 
before  Chriil. 

b  Xciioph.  Cyrop.  lib.  i.  p.  a  ;  lib. 
8.  p.  230. 

^  Hcrodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  7, 13.  ike. 
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who  had  ufurped  the  throne,  alTembled  in  order  to  fettle  the 
government  of  this  exteniive  empire  ^.  Othanes  propoCed  to 
reûore  liberty,  and  ejtablifb  a  general  democracy  ;  Megabjzus 
extolled  the  advantages  of  arlftocracj  ;  Darius,  fon  of  Hj- 
ilafpes,  declared  himfelf  for  the  confticution  which  had  hi- 
therto fec.ured  the  happiaefs  and  glory  of  the  Perfians  ;  his 
opinion  prevailed  ^  and  chance,  to  which  it  was  agreed  to 
fubmit  the  choice  of  a  fovereign,  deciding,  by  his  artifices,  in 
his  favour,  he  found  himfelf  the  undifturbed  poffefTor  of  the 
moft  powerful  empire  in  the  world,  and,  after  the  example 
pf  the  ancient  monarchs  of  the  ÂiTyrians,  airume4  the  title  of 
the  great  king,  and  that  of  king  of  kings*. 

Advanced  to  this  exalted  ftation,  he  ftill  knew  to  refpe£t 
the  laws,  difcern  merit,  receive  counfel,  and  acquire  friends* 
Zopyrus,  fon  of  Megabjzus,  was  the  friend  whom  he  loved 
with  the  moft  tendernefs.  '  Some  perfon  having  taken  the  li- 
berty to  propofe  one  day  the  following  queftion  to  Darius, 
who  held  a  pomegranate  in  his  hand  :  **  What  good  is  there 
you  would  wifh  to  multiply  as  often  as  that  fruit  contains 
feeds  ?**  "  Such  friends  as  Zopyrus,"  replied  the  king, 
without  hefitation  '.  Thiç  anfwer  threw  Zopyrus  into  one  of 
thofe  paroxyfms  of  zeal,  to  be  juftifled  only  by  the  fentimeat 
that  gives  them  birth  f- 

Darius  had  been  befieging  'Babvlon,  which  had  revolted, 
during  nineteen  months  ^  and  was  m  the  point  of  abandon, 
ing  his  enterprife,  when  Zopyrus  appeared  in  his  prefence, 
without  nofe  or  cars,  and  with  every  part  of  his  body  mu- 
tilated and  covered  with  wounds.  '*  What  barbarous  hand 
has  reduced  you  to  this  pitiable  condition?''  exclaimed  the 
king,  running  towards  him.  "  It  is  my  own  aft,"  replied  Zo- 
pyrus. "  I  am  going  to  Babylon,  where  my  name,  and  the  rank 
I  hold  in  your  court,  are  well  known  :  I  will  accufe  you  of  hav- 
ing punifhed,  by  the  moft  undeferved  and  odious  cruelties,  the 


d  Id.  lib.  3.  cap.  8«. 
•  The  yaar  jai  before  Chrift. 
^  Plut.  Apophtb.  t.  ii.  p.  173. 
^  Herodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  151. 


t  According  to  Herodotus,  lib.  4. 
cap.  143,  partus  did  00c  same  Zopy- 
rus, but  Megabjzus,  father  of  that 
youDg  Perfian. 
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advice  I  gave  yoa  to  retire  from  before  the  cky.  A  body  of 
troops  will  be  intrufted  to  my  command  ;  yon  will  fiicrifice  fome 
of  yours,  and  facilitate  fucceâes  which  will  more  and  more 
acf  aire  me  the  confidence  of  the  enemy  :  I  ihall  be  able  to^ 
make  myfelf  mafter  of  the  gates,  and  Babylon  ihall  be  yours  !'* 
Darios  was  filled  with  grief  and  admiration.  The  projeâ  of 
Zopyrus  fuccceded.  His  friend  loaded  him  with  carefies  and 
boanttes  :  but  often  (aid  ;  I  would  have  given  a  hundred 
Babylons  to  have  laved  Zopyrus  from  fo  barbarous  a  treat- 
ment  '• 

From  this  fenfibility,  fo  amiable  in  an  individual,  fo  pre- 
cious SQ  a  fovereign,  refulted  that  clemency  the  vanquiihed 
ib  often  experienced  on  the  part  of  this  prince,  and  the  gra* 
titude  with  which  he  rewarded,  with  kingly  munificence^  the 
ferviccs  he  had  received  as  an  individual  **•  Hence  originated 
likewife  that  moderation  which  fhone  forth  in  the  moft  ri« 
goroiu  aâs  of  his  authority.  Before  his  time  the  revenues 
of  the  crown  confifted  only  in  the  voluntary  offerings  of  his 
fobjeâs  ;  offerings  received  by  Cyrus  with  the  tendernefs  of 
a  father,  but  exaâed  by  CiRnbyfes  with  the  haughtinefs  of  a 
matter^  I  and  which  in  future  the  fovereign  might  have  muU 
tijdiod  at  his  pleafure.  Darius  divided  his  kingdom  into 
twenty  governments  or  fatrapies,  and  fubmitted  the  quota  of 
contributions  he  propofed  to  draw  from  each  province  to  the 
examination  of  the  perfons  placed  over  them.  All  thefe  go« 
vemors  exclaimed  againft  the  fmallnefs  of  the  tributes.  But 
the  king,  diftruftful  of  their  counfel,  took  care  to  reduce 
them  to  the  half  k. 

The  various  parts  of  the  adminiftration  were  regulated  hf 
wife  laws  ',  which  maintained  that  harmony  and  peace  among 
the  Perfians  which  fupport  a  ftate;  and  individuals  founds  in 
the  fecurity  of  their  rights  and  pofleffious,  the  only  e<juâlity 
they  can  poffibly  enjoy  in  a  mooarchy. 

-  ■  -  -  nr-  r 

«  Phil.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p,  173.  Ik  Plut.  Apophtb.  t.  ii.  p.  l?»- 

^  Herodvt.  lib.  3.  cap.  Z4P.  I     ^  Plat,  de  Lenb.  Ub.  3- 1.  ii.  p.  6^^ 
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Barms  rendered  his  reign  illaftrious  bj  ufeful  infticationSfi 
and  tamiihed  it  bj  conqucfts.  Bom  with  military  talents  ^ 
idolized  by  his  troops  ^  ;  intrepidly  courageous  in  the  time  of 
aâion,  but  oool  and  unruffled  in  the  moment  of  danger  °,  he 
fubdued  almoft  as  many  nations  as  Cyrus  himfelf  <^. 

His  forces,  his  viAories,  and  that  flattery  which  conftantlj 
waits  on  thrones,  perfuaded  him,  that  a  word  from  him  ought 
to  compel  the  homage  of  nations  ;  and  as  he  was  as  capable 
of  executing  as  of  forming  great  projwâs,  he  might  defer^. 
but  never  totally  abandoned  them. 

Intending  to  fpeak  of  the  immenfe  refources  he  poffeffed, 
to  add  Greece  to  the  number  of  his  conquefts,  I  chofe  to  pre- 
mife  fome  features  of  bis  charaâer,  for  a  fovereign  is  ftill 
more  powerful  by  his  pergonal  qualities  than  by  his  power. 

The  power  of  the  Perfian  monarch  was  almoft  unlimited. 
His  empire,  the  extent  of  which  in  certain  places  is  about 
21,164  ftadia*  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  about  7956  f  from 
north  to  fouth,  may  contain  in  fuperficies  115,618,000  fquare 
fladia  t  ;  whilft  the  furface  of  Grreece,  confifting  at  moft  of 
1,366,000  fquare  ftadia$,  forms  «^ut  the  115th  part  of  that 
of  Periia.  The  latter  comprifes  a  number  of  provinces  fi- 
tuated  uâder  the  happieft  climate,  fertilized  by  vaft  rivers, 
adorned  by  flouriftiing  cities,  rich  from  the  nature  of  the  foil^^ 
the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  the  aâivity  of  commerce, 
and  a  population  favoured  at  once  by  religion,  the  laws,  and 
rewards  appropriated  to  fecundity. 

The  taxes  levied  in  lùoney  ^  amounted  to  fbrnething  more 
than  14,560  Eubcsic  talents  ||.  Thefe  were  not  intended  to 
defray  the  current  expencesf  ;  but  converted  into  ingots  S 


"  Plat,  de  Legib.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  695. 
'^  Plut.  Apophth.  1. 11.  p.  174. 

0  Id.  ibid. 

•  800  French  leagues  of  2500  toifet 
each, 
f  3«o  Icagucfl. 

1  1 65, aoo  fquare  leagues. 

^195»  Iquare  leagues.    {Matfy/tri/i 


P  Xeoophon.  de  Ezped.  Cyr.  lib.  3. 
p.  196.     Arrian.  Hift.  Iodic,  p.  355. 

*ï  Herodot.  fib.  3.  cap.  95. 

II  About  yo  millions  of  livres  (or 
3,750,000  pounds  Sterling). 

f  bee  note  V.  at  the  end  of  the  ▼•• 
luoke. 

''  Herodtc.  ibid.  cap.  96* 
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tlhd  teferred  for  extraordinary  occafions.  The  provinces  were 
called  open  for  the  maintenance  of  the  rojal  houfehold  and 
the  fabfiftence  of  the  armies  *  :  fome  furniihed  com  %  others 
horfes  ^  ;  Armenia  alone  was  charged  with  an  annual  fupply 
of  twenty  thoufand  colts  '.  Other  fatrapies  contributed  flocks 
of  cattle,  wool^  ebonyi  elephants  teeth,  and  various  kinds  of 
produâibns  ^; 

Troops  difperfed  over  the  provinces  retained  them  in  obe^ 
dience,  ot  fecured  them  againft  invafton  ^.  Another  army, 
compofed  of  the  bell  foldiers^  watched  over  the  perfonal  fafe- 
ty  of  the  prince  :  among  them  ftood  particularly  diftii^uiflied 
a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  called  the  immortals,  as  their 
number  was  always  intended  to  be  complete  '  ;  no  other  corps 
dared  to  difpute  with  them;  either  the  honour  of  precedency, 
or  the  reward  of  valour. 

Cyrus  had  introduced  a  difcipline  into  the  armies  \  which 
his  firft  fuccefTors  carefully  maintained.  Every  year  the  fo« 
vereign  ordered  a  general  review,  and  made  himfelf  ezadly 
acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  troops  near  his  perfon.  In- 
telligent and  faithful  infpeâors  were  fent  to  exercife  the  fame 
funftions  at  a  diftance.  The  officers  who  fulfilled  their  duty 
obtained  rewards  ;  and  thofe  who  were  found  guilty   of  ne* 


gligence  were  deprived  of  their  command  ^i 

The  nation  of  the  Perfians^  the  firft  nation  df  the  Eaft, 
fince  it  had  produced  Gyrus,  confidered  valour  as  the  moft 
eminent  of  qualities  ^^  and  confequently  efteemed  it  in  its 
enemies  ^.  To  brave  the  rigour  of  the  feaibns,  to  endure  long 
and  arduous  marches,  to  caft  the  javelin,  to  fwim  torrents, 
were  iufant  fports  with  the  Perfians  ^;  to  which  ^  in  a  more 


'  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  lya. 

Md.  lib.  3.  cap.  91. 

^  U.  ibid.  cap.  90. 

'Sctab.  lib.  11.  p.  530. 

^  Herodot.  ibid.  cap.  9  7.  Strab.  lib. 
Î5.  p.  735. 

'  Herodot.  ibid.  cap.  90,  91.  Xc- 
Aopb.  Cjcrop.  lib.  S.  p.  230. 


^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  83.    Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  I  (.  p.  7.    Hefydi.  ct  Soid.  ia 

b  Xenoph.  Cjcrop.  lib.  8.  p.  %%s» 

^  >(eooph.  (Econ.  p.  828. 

d  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  136. 

^  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  x8i. 

^  id.  ibid.     Strab*  Ub«  15.  p*  73|« 
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adyaoced  age,  thej  added  the  chafe,  aod  other  esercifes  eoiw 
dttcive  to  bodilj  ftrength  '.  In  peace  thej  appeared  with 
part  of  the  arms  ufuallj  borne  in  war  ^  ;  and,  not  to  iofe  the 
habit  of  riding  on  Lorfeback,  they  fcarcelj  ever  went  on 
foot  ^  Tbefe  manners  infenfiblj  became  thofe  of  the  whole 
empire. 

The  principal  ftrength  of  the  Perfian  armies  confifts  in  tfieir 
cavalry.  Even  in  their  flight  thej  let  fly  their  arrows  which 
arreft  the  impeyiofity  of  the  viâor  K  Both  horfe  and  horfe- 
men  are  covered  with  bra(s  and  iron  ':  Media  furnifliea  horfes 
famoas  for  their  fize,  ftrength,  aod  fpeed  °'. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  every  roan  is  obliged  to  enrol  his 
name  in  the  militia  ;  he  ceafes  to  ferve  at  fifty  ^.  At  the  firft 
command  of  the  fovereign,  all  who  are  appointed  to  make 
the  campaign,  muft,  in  a  limited  time,  refort  to  the  place  of 
rendezvotts.  The  laws  in  this  refpcâ  are  dreadfully  fevere. 
Unhappy  fathers  have  fometimes  requefted,  as  a  reward  for 
their  paft  fervices,  to  retain  their  children  with  them  at  home, 
as  the  fupport  of  their  old  age  :  I  will  difpenfe  with  their  ac- 
companying me,  replied  the  prince,  and  immediately  ordered 
them  to  be  pnt  to  death  ^. 

The  eaftem  kings  never  march  on  any  expedition  without 
being  attended  by  prodigious  armies.  They  think  it  efiential 
to  their  dignity  to  ftiow  themfelves  on  thefe  occafions  with  all 
the  pageantry  of  ftate  :  they  imagine  that  viâory  is  decided 
by  the  namber  of  foldiers,  and  that  by  coUeâing  the  greateft 
part  of  their  forces  about  their  perfon  they  Ihall  prevent  any 
difturbances  that  might  happen  during  their  abfence.  But  if 
thefe  armies  do  not  carry  all  before  them,  by  the  fudden  terror 


s  Xcnoph.  Cyrop.  lib.  I.  p.  5. 

h  Jofeph.  Anti^.  lib.  18.  t.  i.  p.  874. 
Marcellin.  lib.  43.  p-  383. 

i  Xeaoph.  Cyrop.  lib.  4.  p.  XOi; 
Itb.  8.  p.  341. 

^  Xenopb.  de  Ezped.  Cyr.  lib.  3. 
p.  3»6.    Hut.  in  Cr^S*.  t.  i.p.  ^^8. 


I  BrilfoB.  de  Reg.  Perf.  fib.  3.  cap. 
33,  &c. 

"^  Herodoc.  lib.  3.  cap.  I06.  Id.  lib. 
7.  cap.  40.  Arriaa.  lib.  %.  cap.  XI.  p. 
77.    Briflbn.  ibid.  cap.  «9. 

•*  Strab.  lib.  15.  p.  734. 
.  ^  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  84  ;  lib.  7. 
cap.  39.  Seaec.  de  Ir&|  1. 3.  c.  x6  et  17. 
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tliej  ûifpif«,  or  bj  the  firft  ûiock  of  their  attack,  thej  ate 
foon  compelled  to  retire,  either  from  the  want  ot  fubGilence» 
or  the  difcottragement  of  the  troops  ;  for  which  reafon  we 
often  fee  the  wars  of  Alia  terminate  in  a  fingle  caii(ipaign,  and  , 
Che  fate  of  an  empire  depead  oa  the  iiTae  of  a  battle. 

The  kings  of  Perfia  enjoy  an  abfolute  authority,  i!kcared  by 
the  refpeft  of  nations  accuftomed  to  venerate  them  as  living 
images  of  the  divinity  ^m  Their  birth  is  a  day  of  feflivity  ">  i 
and  at  their  death,  emblematicaUy  to  fignify  that  the  world 
has  loft  the  principle  of  light  and  laws,  care  is  taken  to  ez- 
tingaifli  the  facred  fire,  and  to  ihut  up  the  tribunals  of  juf- 
tice  ^  During  their  reign,  individuals  offer  no  iacrificest 
without  addreffing  their  vows  to  heaven  for  the  fovereign,  as 
well  as  for  the  nation.  All,  without  excepting  the  tributary 
princes,  the  governors  of  provinces,  and  the  nobles  refiding 
at  the  porte  (or  gate  *),  call  themfelves  the  flaves  of  the 
kmg  9  a  term  at  this  day  expreffive  of  extreme  fervitade,  but 
which,  in  the  days  of  Cyrus  and  Darius,  was  only  a  tefti^ 
menial  of  loyal  afleftion  and  seal. 

Until  the  reign  of  the  latter  of  thefe  princes,  the  Perfiana 
had  no  naotives  of  difference  with  the  nations  of  the  Grecian 
continent.  Scarcely  did  the  court  of  Sofa  know  that  fuch 
cities  as  Lacedœmon  or  Athens  exifted  *,  when  Darius  re- 
folved  to  fubjugate  thofe  diilant  countries.  AtoiTa,  the  daugh* 
ter  of  Gyrus,  whom  he  had  lately  married,  gave  him  the  firft 
idea  of  tilts  expedition,  which  flie  had  received  from  a  Greek 
phjficiao  named  Democedes,  who  had  cured  her  of  «  daa« 
gerous  diforder.  Democedes,  unable  to  procure  his  liberty 
hy  other  means,  formed  the  proje&  of  an  invafion  in  Greece  : 
he  perfuaded  the  queen  to  approve  his  plan,  and  flattered  him* 


^  Plur.  in  ThemlAocI.  p.  115. 

^  Pht.  in  Alcib.  i  c.  ii.  p.  1 21. 

^  Diodor.  Steal  lib.  17.  p.  580. 
Stob.  Scrm.  4»-  p.  »94.  Briflbn.  dc 
Reg.  Pcr£p.j4. 


*  Thia  word  was  ufed  to  fignify  the 
court  of  th«  kings  of  Perfia.  Xenoph. 
Cyrop.  lib.  8.  p.  acx,  203,  &c.  Plut, 
in  Pelop.  1. 1.  p.  a^4. 

»  Herodot.  iib.  i.  cap.  1^3  ;  Kb.  5. 
cap.  73  et  105. 
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felf»  that,  by  obtaining  a  commiffion,  he  ihould  facilitate  tha 
means  of  vifiting  Grotona  his  native  country. 

AtoiTa,  taking  advantage  of  a  moment  in  which  Darins 
was  ezprefling  his  afieâion  for  her,  thus  addrefTed  him  :  *'  It 
is  time  to  lignalize  your  acceffion  to  the  crown  by  an  enter- 
prife  which  (hall  acquire  you  the  efteem  of  your  fubjefts  '• 
The  Perfians  mud  have  a  conqueror  for  their  fovereign.  Em- 
ploy their  reftlefs  ardour  againft  foreign  nations,  if  you  would 
not  that  they  (hould  direâ  it  againft  yourfelf."  Darius  re- 
plied, that  he  propofed  to  make  war  againft  the  Scythians. 
••  The  Scythians,"  replied  the  queen,  *'  will  be  an  eafy  con- 
qucft  whenever  you  think  proper.  I  wilh  you  to  turn  you» 
arms  againft  Greece,  and  to  bring  me  back  fome  women  of 
Lacedsemon,  of  Argos,  of  Corinth,  and  of  Athens,  to  wait 
mj  commands."  From  that  moment  Darius  fufpended  hi^ 
proje£b  againft  the  Scythians,  and  fent  Democedes  with  five 
Ferfians  to  bring  him  an  exaâ  defcription  of  the  country  of 
which  he  meditated  the  conqueft. 

No  fooner  had  Democedes  quitted  the  dominions  of  Da^ 
tIus,  than  he  fled  to  Italy.  The  Perfians,  of  whom  he  was  tp 
be  the  guide,  fufibred  various  mis  fort  unes,  and,  when  they 
returned  to  Sufa,  the  queen  was  cooled  in  the  defire  of  having 
Greek  flaves,  and  Darius  was  occupied  with  more  important 
cares. 

The  king  having  reduced  the  city  of  Babylon  to  obedience, 
refolved  to  march  againft  the  nations  of  Scythia  *,  who  en- 
camp with  their  flocks  and  herds  between  the  Ifter  f  and  the 
Tanais,  on  the  borders  of  the  Euxine  fea. 

He  began  his  march  at  the  head  of  feven  hundred  thoufand 
foldiers  ",  to  oflTer  fervitude  to  a  people,  who,  to  ruin  his  ar* 
jny,  had  only  to  draw  it  into  uncultivated  and  defert  coun- 
tries. Darius  perfifted  in  following  them,  and  ran  oyer  ex- 
tenfive  folitudes  as   a  viftor.     •*  And  why  flieft  thou  at  mj 

'  Herodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  134.  I       t  T'^c  Danube. 

t  The  xcarjo^  before  Chrift.  |      "  JuÛin.  lib.  ».  cap.  5. 
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-mpproaLch  ?''  fent  he  one  day  to  aflc  of  tbe  king  of  the  Scy- 
thians. *'  If  thou  art  able  to  reûft  me,  flop,  and  bravely 
fight  *9  if  thou  dareft  not,  acknowledge  thy  mafter.''  The  king 
of  the  Scythians  replied:  ^'  I  neither  fly  nor  fear  any  man. 
It  is  our  cuftom  to  wander  quietly  over  our  vafl  domains, 
daring  war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace  :  we  know  no  bleffing 
but  liberty,  and  acknowledge  no  maflers  but  the  gods.  Jf 
thou  wouldft  prove  our  valour,  follow  us,  and  come  and  in- 
iblt  the  tombs  of  our  anceftors  ^." 

In  the  mean  time  the  army  was  enfeebled  by  flcknefs,  the 
want  -of  provifionsy  and  the  difficulty  of  the  marches.  It  be- 
came neceflary  to  refolve  on  regaining  the  bridge  which  I)a« 
rius  had  thrown  over  the  Ifter,  the  guard  of  which  he  had 
intruded  to  the  Greeks  of  Ionia»  with  a  pexmiffion  to  retire 
home,  if  they  did  not  fee  him  return  wkhin  two  months  '• 
When  this  time  had  expired,  feveral  bodies  of  Scythians  ap- 
peared more  than  once  on  the  banks  of  the  river  ^  :  at  firft 
tbey  employed  entreaties,  and  aftei^ards  had  recourfe  to  me» 
aaces,  to  induce  the  officers  of  the  fleet  to  carry  it  back  to 
Ionia.  Miltiades  the  Athenian  ftrongly  recommended  this 
meafure  ;  but  Hiftiaeus  of  Miletus,  reprefenting  *  to  the  other 
chiefs,  that,  appointed  as  they  had  been  by  Darius  governors 
of  the  different  cities  of  Ionia»  they  would  be  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  fimple  individuals  were  they  to  fuffer  the  king 
to  perifli,  they  promifed  the  Scythians  to  break  down  the 
bridge,  but  determined  to  remain.  This  determination  faved 
J}arias  and  his  army. 

The  difgrace  of  the  Scythian  expedition  was  foon  effaced 
by  an  important  conqueft.  The  king  obliged  the  nations  in- 
habiting the  banks  of  the  Indus  to  acknowledge  themfelves 
his  fubjeds  ;  and  that  river  became  the  limits  of  his  empire 
to  the  eaft  \ 

*  Herodot.  lib.  4.  «p.  i^y,  j      *  Herod.  Jib.  4.  cap.  133.    Ncp.  in 

^  Id.  lib.  4.  cap.  98.  I  Miltiad.  c.  3. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  133.  )      ^  Hcrodot.  lib.  4.  c.  44. 
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To  the  weft  it  was  bounded  bj  a  feries  of  Greek  cplom^ 
fettled  on  the  coafts  of  the  JEgean  fea.  There  flood  Ephefiu» 
Miletus,  Smjrnai  and  lèverai  flouri(hing  cities,  aflbciated  ia 
different  confederations.  Thefe  are  feparated  from  the  con- 
tinent of  Greece  by  the  fea,  and  a  number  of  iflands,  fome* 
of  which  were  fubjeâ  to  the  Athenians,  and  others  inde« 
pendent.  The  Grecian  cities  of  Afia  afpired  to  fiiake  off  tlie 
Perfian  joke  ;  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands,  and  of 
Greece,  properlj  fo  called,  dreaded  the  vicinity  of  a  power 
which  menaced  the  nations  with  general  fervitude. 

Thefe  fears  were  greatly  increafed  when  they  faw  Darius» 
at  his  return  from  Scythia,  leave  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand 
men  in  Thrace,  which  fubjeâed  that  kingdom  ^,  obliged  the 
king  of  Macedonia  to  do  homage  to  Darius  for  his  crown  ^| 
and  took  pofTeffion  of  the  ifles  of  liemnos  and  of  Imbros  ^. 

Still  itaore  were  they  alarmed  when  they  faw  the  JPerfians 
make  an  attempt  upon  the  ifle  of  Naxos,  and  threaten  tht 
ifland  of  Eubœa,  contiguous  to  Attica  ^.  The  cities  of  loniai 
flow  refolved  to  endeavour  the  recovery  of  their  ancient  li* 
berty,  expelled  their  governors  s,  burnt  the  city  of  Sardes, 
the  capital  of  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Lydia  \  and  drew  th9 
people  of  Caria  and  the  iile  of  Cyprus  into  the  league  they 
bad  formed  againft  Dariub  K  Tliis  revolt  *  was  in  faâ  the 
feed  of  thofe  wars  which  were  on  the  point  of  effeâing  thé 
Utter  dedruâion  of  all  the  powers  of  Greece,  and  which  ono 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after  overthrew  the  Periian  empire. 

The  Lacedaemonians  refufed  to  accede  to  the  league  ;  the 
Athenians,  without  openly  declaring  themfelves,  determined 
to  favour  it.  The  king  of  Perfia  no  longer  diffembled  his 
^efire  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  his  empire  on  their  fide. 
They  owed  to  the  greateft  part  of  the  cities  which  had  re- 
cently withdrawn  themfelves  from  their  obedience  to  him,  the 


^  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  s« 
é  td.  liV.  5.  cap.  i8. 
?  Id.  ibid.  oap.  s6k 
7  Id.  ibid,  cap*  31,     ^ 

i  :...  .  ;.    .  .        .. 


8  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  37. 

Il  Id.  ibid.  cap.  i%%, 

Ï  Id.  ibid.  cap.  103. 

*  Toward!  the  year  504  before  C 
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flffiftaace  due  from  a  mother-ooantrj  to  her  colonies  :  they 
had  long  complained  of  the  proteâion  granted  by  the  Perfians 
to  Hippias,  fon  of  Pififtratus,  whom  they  had  baniflied  for 
his  tyranny.  ArtaphemeSi  brother  of  Darius»  and  fatrap  of 
Lydia*  had  declared  to  them,  that  the  only  method  of  pro* 
viding  for  their  fafety,  was  to  recal  Hippias  ^  ;  and  they  knew 
that  the  latter,  fince  his  refidence  at  the  court  of  Sufa,  fo- 
mented in  the  mind  of  Darius  thofe  prejudices  inceflantly  in« 
fpired  into  him  againft  the  nations  of  Greece,  and  in  parti* 
colar  againfl  the  Athenians  '•  AAuated  by  thefe  motires, 
the  Athenians  lent  troops  into  Ionia,  which,  affifted  in  the  tak- 
ing  of  Sardes*  Their  example  was  followed  by  the  Eretrians 
of  Eubœa. 

The  principal  anthor  of  the  infurreâion  in  Ionia  was  that 
Hiftiaeus  of  Miletus,  who»  in  the  Scythian  expedition,  had 
perfifted  in  guarding  the  bridge  over  the  Ifter  ;  an  important 
Cervice  which  Darius  never  forgot,  but  remembered  even  af« 
ter  he  had  rewarded  it,  i 

But  HiftisBUs,  confidering  himfelf  as  an  exile  at  the  court 
of  Snia,  and  impatient  to  revifit  his  country,  fecretly  excited 
the  troubles  of  Ionia,  and  made  ufe  of  them  to  obtain  per- 
miiBon  to  return  into  that  province,  where  he  was  foon  after 
taken  in  arms.  The  generals  loft  no  time  in  putting  him  to 
death,  knowing  as  they  did  the  generofity  of  their  mafter  ; 
and  in  faâ  that  prince,  lels  irritated  at  his  treachery,  than 
impreficd  with  a  fenfe  of  the  obligations  he  owed  him,  ho- 
Doured  his  memory  by  funeral  obfeqnies,  and  feverely  cen^ 
fared  bis  generals  for  their  hafty  fentence  "*• 

About  the  fame  time,  fome  Fhœnician  veiTcls  having  taken 
an  Athenian  galley,  found  in  it  Metiochus,  fon  of  that  Mil- 
tiades  who  had  advifed  the  breaking  of  the  bridge  over  the 
Ifter,  by  which  Darius  would  have  been  abandoned  to  the 
iary  of  the  Scythians  :  they  fent  him  to  the  king,  who  re- 

k  Herodot.  lib.  5.  ap.  96*  I     ^  Hcrodot.  lib.  6.  ap.  30. 

<  Ibid,  I 
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ceived  him  with  diftinâion,  and  engaged  him  hj  his  bounties 
to  take  up  his  refidence  in  Perfia  °. 

Not  that  Darius  was  infeniible  to  the  revolt  of  the  loniaas, 
and  the  conduâ  of  the  Athenians*  Oa  being  informed  of  the 
burning  of  Sardes,  he  vowed  to  take  exemplary  vengeance 
on  the  latter  people  ;  and  charged  one  of  his  officers  daily  to 
remind  him  of  the  injury  he  had  received  from  them  ^  :  but 
it  was  firft  neceiTarj  to  conclude  the  war  excited  againft  hinn 
bj  the  former.  It  continued  during  feveral  years»  and  eoded 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Perfians*  Ionia  was  again  re- 
duced to  obedience,  and  feveral  iflands  of  the  ^gean  fea  and 
all  the  cities  of  the  Hellefpont  fubmitted  to  the  king  p. 

Mardoaius,  his  fon- in-law,  immediately  departed  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  and  having  completely  re-eftablilh- 
ed  tranquillity  in  Ionia,  repaired  into  Macedonia,  and  there, 
whether  anticijiating  the  orders  of  Darius,  or  merely  obey- 
ing them,  he  embarked  his  troops.  His  pretext  was  to  pu* 
nilh  the  Athenians  and  Eretrians  }  his  real  objeâ  to  render  all 
Greece  tributary  ^  :  hut  a  violent  cempeft  having  dafhed  part 
of  his  vefiels  and  foldiers  on  the  rocks  of  Mount  Athos,  he 
returned  to  Macedonia,  and  foon  after  to  Su(a.i 

This  difafter  was  not  fuch  as  to  divert  the  ftorm  then  im« 
pending  over  Greece.  Darius,  previous  to  proceeding  to  an 
ofvcn  rupture,  fent  heralds  to  the  different  countries  he  had 
det^mined  to  invade,  to  demapd,  in  his  piame,  earth  and 
water  '  ;  which  is  the  formulary  employed  by  the  Perfians  to 
cxad):  the  homage  of  nations.  The  greater  part  of  the  iflands 
and  ftates  of  the  continent  fubmitted  without  hefitation  :  the 
Athenians  and  Lacedaemonians  not  only  refufed,  but,  by  a 
manifeft  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  threw  the  ambaf- 
iadors  of  the  king  into  a  deep  dungeon  '.  The  former  car- 
ried their  indignation  ftiil  further  :  they  condemned  the  inters 
-^ — — — - —  "     "  ■     ■■    '  ■  '  «> 

/     ^  Herodot.  lib  6.  cap.  41.  I      ^  Herod«t.  lib.  6.  cap.  44. 

^  Id.  lib.  3 .  cap.  105 .  I      ''  Id.  ibid.  cap.  48. 

P  Id.  lib.  6.  cap.  3ict$$»  \     *  Id.  Ijb.  7.  cap.  3»^ 
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prêter  to  die,  who  had  fuUied  the  Grecian  language,  bj  ex- 
plaining the  orders  of  a  barbarian  ^ 

Oa  this  intelligence»  Darius  gave  the  command  of  his  forcés 
to  a  Mede,  named  Datis,  who  had  more  experience  than  Mar- 
donias,  ordering  him  to  deftroy  the  cities  of  Athens  and  £re- 
tria»  and  to  bring  him  the  inhabitants  laden  with  chains  "• 

Tlie  army  prefentlj  affembled  in  one  of  the  plains  of  Ci- 
licia  ;  whence  it  was  tranfported  by  fix  hundred  veiTels  into 
the  ifland  of  Eubœa.  The  city  of  Eretria»  after  a  vigorous 
defence  of  fix  days,  was  taken  by  the  treachery  of  fome  ci- 
tizens who  had  influence  over  the  people  ^.  The  temples 
were  demolifhed,  the  inhabitants  loaded  with  chains  ;  and  the 
fleet  immediately  making  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Attica, 
landed  near  the  village  of  Marathon,  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  fiadta  *  from  Athens,  a  hundred  thoufand  infantry,  and 
ten  thoufand  cavalry  y  :  they  encamped  in  a  plain  terminated 
toward  the  eaft  by  the  fea,  Ihut  in  by  mountains  on  every 
other  fide,  and  about  two  hundred  ftadia  in  circumference  f. 

In  the  mean  time  Athens  was  in  the  utmoft  confternation 
and  difmay  '•  She  had  implored  the  afiiftance  of  the  other 
nations  of  Greece  ;  but  fome  had  fubmitted  to  Darius,  and 
others  trembled  at  the  very  name  of  the  Medes  or  Perfians  •. 
The  Lacedaemonians  alone  promifed  troops,  but  various  obda- 
cles  did  not  allow  them  immediately  to  form  a  junâion  with 
thofe  of  Athens  \ 

This  city,  therefore,  could  only  rely  on  its  own  firength. 
And  how  fliould  fhe,  with  a  few  foldiers  haftily  levied,  dare  to 
refift  a  power,  which  in  the  fpace  of  half  a  century  had  over- 
thrown the  greatcft  empires  of  the  world  ?  Though  by  the 
lacrifice  of  her  moft  illuftrious  citizens,  and  her  bravefl  war- 
riors, {he  (hould  obtain  the  honour  of  difputing,  for  fome 


«  Plot,  in  Them.  p.  114. 
Panath.  Orat.  t.i.p.  ft  11. 
"  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  94. 
^  Td.  ibid.  cap.  ici. 
*  Near  fix  leagues. 
J  Nep.  in  Miltiad.  cap.  5. 


Ariûid. 


f  About  feYen  leagues  and  a  half. 

*  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  698. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  6.  ny,  11  a. 

**  Id.  ibid.  cap.  io6.  Plat*  ibid.  Plut, 
de  Malign,  Herodot.  t.  ii.  p.  86x. 
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dme,  the  riâory,  wonld  ûxe  not  foon  fee  armies  more  for* 
midable  than  the  firft«  iffue  from  the  Afiatic  coaRs,  and  frem 
the  heart  of  Perfia?  The  Greeks  have  irritated  Darius,  and, 
by  adding  infult  to  their  offence,  have  left  him  no  choice  but 
vengeance,  diihonouri^  or  a  pardon.  Would  the  homage  he 
requires  involve  an  humiliating  fervitnde  ?  Do  not  the  Gre- 
cian colonies  eftabliihed  in  his  fiâtes  retain  their  laws,  their 
religious  worfiiip,  and  their  pofleilions?  Has  flie  not  after 
their  revolt  obliged  them,  by  the  wifeft  regulations,  to  unite 
among  themfelves,  and  to  be  happy  in  defpite  of  their  dif- 
lenfions  ?  And  has  not  Mardonius  himfelC  recently  eftabliihed 
(he  democracy  in  the  cities  of  Ionia  ^  ? 

Thefe  refleâions,  which  induced  the  nations  of  Greece  in 
general  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  Perlians,  were  counter, 
balanced,  in  the  minds  of  the  Athenians,  by  not  lefs  weighty 
apprehenfions.  The  general  of  Darius  with  one  hand  held 
out  the  fetters  with  which  he  had  orders  to  enchain  them  \ 
and  with  the  other  prefented  them  that  Hippias,  whofe  foli- 
citations  and  intrigues  had  at  length  conduâed  the  Perfians 
into  the  plains  of  Marathon  S  They  muft  refolve,  therefore, 
to  fubmit  to  the  wretched  indignity  of  being  dragged  like  vile 
flaves  to  the  feet  of  Darius,  or  to  the  fiill  more  dreadful  fate 
of  again  groaning  under  the  cruelties  of  a  tyrant  breathing 
nothing  but  vengeance.  In  this  alternative  fcarcely  did  they 
deliberate,  but  refolved  to  perifii  at  leaft  in  armst 

Happily  at  this  moment  there  appeared  three  men,  deftined 
to  give  new  energy  to  the  fiate.  Thefe  were  Miltiades,  Arii^ 
tides,  and  Themiftocles.  Their  charafters  will  heft  dtfplay 
themfelves  in  the  narrative  of  their  aâions.  Miltiades  had 
long  carried  on  war  in  Thrace,  where  he  had  acquired  a  fpleo* 
did  reputation  ;  Arlftides  and  Themiftocles,  younger  than 
himfelf,  had,  from  their  infancy,  manifefted  a  rivalry,  which 
would  have  been  the  ruin  of  the  flate  ^  had  they  not  facri- 

^  Herodot.  Kb.  6.  cap.  41  et  43.  1      ^  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  104. 

d  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  j.  t.  ii.  p.  698.     j      ^  Plut,  in  Ariftid.  p.  319. 
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ficed  it»  on  all  emergent  occafions,  to  the  public  welfare»  A 
fingle  ftroke  is  fufficient  to  paint  Ariftides  ;  he  was  the  moik 
juft  and  moft  virtuous  of  the  Athenians  :  bnt  many  are  ne- 
cefiarj  to  de(cribe  the  talents,  the  refources,  and  the  views  of 
Tfaemiftocles  ;  he  loved  bis  country»  but  he  loved  glory  ftill 
more  than  his  country* 

The  example  and  harangues  of  thefe  three  illuftrious  citi»- 
zens  kindled  the  flame  of  the  nobleft  heroifm  in  the  minds  of 
the  Athenians.  Levies  were  immediately  made*  Each  of 
the  ten  tribes  fnrnilhed  a  thoufand  foot  foldiers,  with  a  com« 
mander  at  their  head*  To  complete  this  number»  it  was  ne» 
ceffarj  to  enrol  the  flaves  f.  No  iboner  were  the'  troops  at 
fembled»  than  they  marched  out  of  the  city  into  the  plain  of 
Marathon»  where  the  inhabitants  of  Platsea  in  Boeotia  lent 
them  a  reinforcement  of  a  thoufand  infantry  K 

Scarcely  were  the  two  armies  in  fight  of  each  other»  before 
Milûades  propofed  to  attaok  the  enemy  K  Arifiides,  and  fe- 
veral  of  the  commanders»  warmly  fupported  this  meafure  ; 
bnt  the  refi»  terrified  at  the  exceffive  difproportion  of  the  ar- 
miesy  were  defirous  of  waiting  for  the  fuccours  from  Lace- 
deemon.  Opinions  being  divided»  they  had  recourfe  to  that 
of  the  polemarchi  or  chief  of  the  militia,  who  is  confulted 
on  fach  occafions,  to  pat  an  end  to  the  equality  of  fufiErages* 
Miltiades  addrefied  himfelf  to  him»  with  the  ardour  of  a  man 
deeply  impreffed  with  the  importance  of  prefent  circum- 
fiances  :  "  Athens»"  faid  he  to  him»  '*  is  on  the  point  of  eac- 
periencing  the  greateft  of  viciffitudes«  Ready  to  become  the 
firft  power  of  Greece,  or  the  theatre  of  the  tyranny  and  fury 
of  Hippias»  from  you  alone»  Callimachus»  fiie  now  awaits 
her  deftiny.  If  we  fuffer  the  ardour  of  the  troops  to  cool, 
they  will  fliamefully  bow  beneath  the  Perfian  yoke  ;  but  if 
we  lead  them  on  to  battle»  the  gods  and  viâory  will  favour 

^  Pftufim.  lib.  I.  p.  79«  I      i  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  loy.    Plot. 

^  Heroaot.  lib.  6*  cap.  loS.    JUftin.  |  ia  Ariftid.  p.  jsi. 
lib.  s«  ap»  9*  I 


Digitized 


by  Google 


tXÔ  TRAVELS  IN  GR£ÈCE. 

US.     A  word  from  your  month  moft  now  precipitate  jout 
country  into  flavcry,  or  prefcrvc  her  liberty." 

Callimachus  gave  his  fuffrage,  and  the  battle  was  refolded* 
To  enfure  fiiccefsy  Ariftides,  and  the  other  generals,  after  his 
ezamplcy  yielded  to  Mildades  the  honour  of  the  command, 
which  belonged  to  them  in  rotation  ;  but  to  fecure  them  from 
every  hazard,  he  preferred  waiting  for  the  day,  which  of 
right  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  army  K 

When  that  day  arrived»  Miltiades  drew  up  his  troops  at 
the  foot  of  a  mountain,  on  a  fpot  of  ground  fcattered  ovet 
with  trees,  to  impede  the  Perfian  cavalryé  The  Platseans 
were  placed  on  the  left  wing  ;  Callimachus  commanded  the 
right  j  Ariflides  and  Themiftocles  were  in  the  centre  of  the 
battle  ',  and  Miltiades  every  where.  An  interval  of  eight 
ftadia  *  feparated  the  Grecian  army  from  that  of  the  Per« 
fians  "• 

At  the  firft  lignai,  the  Greeks  advanced  over  this  (pace 
running.  The  Perfians,  aftonifhed  at  a  mode  of  attack  fô 
novel  to  both  nations,  for  a  moment  remained  motionlefs  ; 
but  to  the  impetuous  fury  of  the  enemy,  they  foon  oppofed 
m  more  fedate,  and  no  lefs  formidable  fury.  After  an  obfiinate 
confiiâ  of  fome  hours,  viâory  began  to  declare  herfelf  in  the 
two  wings  of  the  Grecian  army.  The  right  difperfed  the 
enemy  in  the  plain,  while  the  left  drove  them  back  on  a  mo<» 
rafs  that  had  the  appearance  of  a  meadow,  in  which  they 
ftuck  faft,  and  were  loft  °.  Both  thefe  bodies  of  troops  now 
flew  to  the  fuccour  of  Ariftides  and  Themiftocles,  ready  to 
give  way  before  the  flower  of  the  Fer&an  troops,  placed  by 
Datis  in  the  centre  of  his  battle.  From  this  moment,  the 
rout  became  general.  The  Perfians,  repulfed  on  all  fides^ 
found  their  only  afylum  in  the  fleet,  which  had  approached 
the  fliore.    The  conquerors  purfued  them  with  fire  and  fword, 

-■--  I..I  ,  r 

fc  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  zio.     Plut.  I      *  Neuljamile. 
io  ArUUd.  p.  311.  I      ^  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  xit. 

i  Id.  ibid,    N«p.  in  Miltiad.  cap.  5-  |     '^  Paufaa.  lib.  Z.  cap.  3%,  p.  80. 
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and  took,  burot,  or  fnok,  the  greater  part  of  their  vefleb: 
the  reft  efcaped  by  dim  of  rowing  °. 

The  Perfian  army  loft  about  fix  thottfaad  foitr  hmidred 
Boen  ;  that  of  the  Athenians  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  he- 
roes ^  \  for  not  a  man  but  merited  that  title  on  this  occafioiu 
Miltiades  was  wonaded  ;  Hippias  was  left  dead  on  the  field, 
as  were  Stefileus  and  CallimachuSy  two  of  the  Athenian  ge* 
nerals  ^. 

Scarcely  was  the  battle  over,  when  a  foldier,  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  forms  the  projeâ  of  carrying  the  firft  news  of  fo  fig« 
nal  a  fuccefs  to  the  magiftrates  of  Athens,  and,  withoat  quit^ 
ting  his  arms,  he  runs,  flies,  arrives^  announces  the  viâory, 
and  falls  dead  at  their  feet  '• 

This  yiâory,  neverthelels,  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the 
Greeks,  but  for  the  aâivity  of  Miltiades.  Datis,  in  his  re- 
treat, had  conceived  the  hope  of  furprifing  Athens,  which  lie 
imagined  to  be  without  defence,  and  his  fleet  had  alreadj 
doubled  cape  Sunium.  No  fooner  was  Miltiades  informed  of 
this,  than  he  began  his  march,  arrived  the  fame  day  under 
the  walls  of  the  city,  by  his  prefence  difconcerted  the  pfo« 
jeds  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  them  to  retire  to  the  coafts 
of  Afia  •. 

The  battle  was  fought  *  on  the  fixth  of  Boedromion,  in  the 
third  year  of  the  feventy- fécond  Olympiad  *•  The  next  day, 
two  thoufand  Spartans  arrived.  In  three  days  and  nights  ^ 
they  had  marched  twelve  hundred  fladia  ^.  Though  inform- 
ed  of  the  defeat  of  the  Ferfians,  they  continued  their  mardi 
to  Marathon,  nor  did  they  enviouily  fhun  to  behold  thofc 
fields  where  a  rival  nation  had  fignalized  itfelf  by  fo  heroic 
an  aâion  ;  they  there  beheld  the  tents  of  the  Ferfians  fiiU 
ftanding,  the  plain  ftrewed  over  with  dead,  and  covered  wità 

n 


^  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  115.    Juftin. 
lib.  %,  cap.  9. 

P  Heredot.  lib.  6.  cap.  1 1 7. 

4  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1 14. 

'  Plot,  de  Glor.  Atbcn.  t.  iî.  p.  347. 

'  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  zx6. 


^  Coriin.  Faft.  Att.  t.  iii.  p.  149. 

•  The  apth  September,  of  the  year 
490  before  Chrift. 

"  Ifocr.  Pancg.  t.  1.  p.  163.    Pht* 
de  Leg.  Jib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  698. 
t  AboQC  4é  leagues  and  a  hal^ 
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coftly  fpoils  :  thtj  there  fboad  Ariflides,  who,  wsch  hit  ttbep 
was  guarding  the  prifoners  and  booty,  and  did  not  retire  «ntil 
the;  had  befiowed  juft  applaufes  on  the  viâors  '4 

The  Athenians  negkâed  nothing  to  eternize  the  memory 
of  thofe  who  fell  in  the  battle.  Honourable  funerals  were 
beftowed  on  them  ;  their  names  were  engraven  on  half  ce* 
lumns  ereâed  on  the  plain  of  Marathon*  Thefe  monuments, 
not  excepting  thofe  of  the  generals  Callimachus  and  Stefilea«, 
are  in  a  ftjle  of  the  greateft  limplicity  y.  In  the  mierrale 
between  them  were  ereâed  trophies,  bearing  the  arms  of  the 
Perfians.  An  artift  of  eminence  had  painted  all  the  circnm* 
fiances  of  the  battle,  in  one  of  the  moft  frequented  porticos 
of  the  city  :  Miltiades  was  there  reprcfented  at  the  head  of 
the  generals,  and  in  the  aâ  of  exhorting  the  troops  to  fight 
for  their  country  '. 

Darius  received  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  his  army  with 
indignation  ;  and  every  one  trembled  for  the  fate  of  the  £re« 
trians,  whom  Datis  was  conduâing  to  his  feet.  But  no  foosh- 
er  did  he  behold  them  than  pity  fuperfeded  every  other  fenti- 
ment  in  his  heart  *  :  be  diilributed  lands  among  them  at  fome 
dillance  from  Sufa  ;  and,  to  avenge  himfelf  of  the  Greeks  in 
a  manner  more  noble,  and  more  worthy  of  himfelf,  imme-* 
diately  ordered  frelh  levies,  and  made  immenfe  preparations* 

The  Athenians  themfelves  were  not  long  before  '  they  re« 
venged  his  difgrace  on  their  general.  They  had  raifed  Mil» 
tiades  fo  high,  that  he  began  to  be  the  objeû  of  their  fear. 
Jealoufy  fuggefted,  that,  during  his  command  in  Thrace,  he 
had  exercifed  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty '^  j  that,  formidable 
as  he  was  to  foreign  nations,  and  idolized  by  the  Athenian 
people,  it  was  time  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  his  virtues,  as 
well  as  his  glory*  The  ill  fuccefs  of  an  expedition  be  had 
undertaken  againft  the  ifle  of  Faros,  furni(hed  a  new  pretext 

^  Hcrodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  lao.    Plat.  I  '  Nep.  in  Milt.  cip.  6. 

in  Ariftid.  t.  i«  p.  321.    Id.  de  Malign.  I  ^  Her«dot.  Kb.  6«  cap.  11^ 

Herodot.  t.  ii.  p.  86x.  I  b  2^ep.  in  Mik*  cap*  & 

y  PsafiB.  lib.  z.  cap.  3».  p.  79.         1 
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i«i  the  hatred  of  his  enemies.  He  was  accufed  of  fuSering 
Umfelf  to  he  corrupted  hj  Perfian  money»  and,  notwith- 
iianding  the  folicitations  and  remonftranoes  of  the  moft  vir« 
toons  citizens,  was  condemned  to  he  thrown  into  the  dungeon 
in  which  malefaâors  are  left  to  periih  ^.  The  magiflracj 
oppofing  the  execution  of  this  infamous  decree,  his  puniih» 
meat  was  commuted  into  a  fine  of  fifty  talents  ;  and,  as  ho 
-was  unable  to  pay  this  fum,  Athens  faw  the  vanquiiher  of 
Darius  expire  in  chains,  of  the  wounds  he  had  received  iu 
the  fervioe  of  the  ftate  ^i 

Thefe  dreadful  examples  of  injuHice  and  ingratitude  on  th« 
part  of  a  fovereign  or  a  nation,  difcourage  neither  ambitiotk 
nor  virtue.  They  are  fiaoals  in  the  track  of  honour,  like 
rocks  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean;  Themif^ocles  and  Arididea 
aflamed  over  the  Athenians  that  fuperiority  which  the, one 
merited  by  the  diversity  of  his  talents,  and  the  other  by  the 
uniformity  of  a  cohdua  wholly  devoted  to  the  public  good. 
The  former,  agitated  day  and  night  by  tile  recolleâion  of  the 
trophies  of  Mikiades  U  neVer  ceafed^  by  new  decrees^  to  flat- 
ter the  pride  of  a  people  intoxicated  with  their  vidory  ;  the 
latter  employed  himfelf  only  in  maintaining  the  laws  and 
manners,  to  which  they  were  indebted  for  it.  Thefe  two 
men,  diametrically  oppofite  in  their  principles  and  projeâsi 
fo  filled  the  place  of  aflembly  with  their  diflenfionsy  that  A- 
riftides,  after  having  one  day  gained  an  advantage  over  hia 
adverfary,  contrary  to  ^1  reafon,  could  not  refrain  from  fay- 
ing, that  the  republic  was  ruined,  if  both  Themiftocles  and 
himfelf  were  not  thrown  into  a  dungeon  ^. 

Talents  and  intrigue  at  length  triumphed  over  virtue.  As 
Ariftides  oStred  himfelf  as  the  arbitrator  of  the  difFerenceK 
of  individnald,  the  reputation  of  his  juilice  caufed  the  tribu* 
nais  to  be  almoft  deferted^     The  faÛion  of  Themiftocles  ac- 


«  Plat,  in  Gorg.  t.  iu  p.  516.  I       *  Plttt.  in  Themift.  t.  i.  p.  II^. 

d  Herôdot.  lib.  C  cap.  136.  Ncp.  ^  Fiut.  lo  Ariftid.  t.  i.  p«  ^%CÀ 

hi  Mile.  cap.  7.  \ 
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ciifed  him  of  ereâing  in  bis  own  perTon  a  fovereign  power* 
the  more  to  he  dreaded,  as  it  was  founded  on  the  love  of  the 
people,  and  called  for  the  punifliment  of  exile.  The  tribes 
aflembled,  and  were  to  give  their  fuffrages  in  writing.  Arif« 
tides  was  prefent  while  they  voted,  when  an  obfcure  titizen, 
ieated  befide  him,  defired  him  to  write  the  name  of  the  mc« 
cttfed  on  a  fmall  ihell,  which  he  prefented  for  that  pnrpofe. 
**  Has  he  done  you  any  injury  ?"  faid  Ariftides.  "  No,**  an« 
fwered  this  ilranger  ;  **  but  I  am  difgufted  with  hearing  him 
every  where  called  the  Juft.^*  Ariftides  wrote  his  name,  was- 
condemned,  and  departed  from  the  city,  oflbring  up  prayers  ifor 
the  profpcrity  of  his  country  *. 

His  banifliment  took  place  (hortly  after  the  death  of  Da* 
ritts.  That  prince  at  once  menaced  Greece,  which  had  re« 
fufed  to  fubmit  to  the  Perfian  yoke,  and  Egypt,  which  had 
ihaken  it  ofF*^.  His  fon  Xerxes  was  the  heir  to  his  throne  *, 
without  inherit! i>g  any  of  his  great  qualities.  Educated  in  % 
high  opinion  of  his  power;  juft  and  beneficent  by  fallies; 
nnjufl.  and  cruel  from  weaknefs  ;  almoft  always  ipcapable  of 
bearing  with  moderation  either  fuccefs  or  the  reverfe  of  for« 
tune,  the  only  diftinâive  features  that  conAantly  marked 
his  chara£tcr,  were  extreme  violence  '  and  exceffive  pufiUani«» 
mity. 

After  punifhii^g  the  Egyptians  for  their  revolt,  and  fooHfhIy 
aggravating  the  weight  of  their  chains  ^^  he  would  perhaps 
have  peaceably  enjoyed  his  vengeance,  but  for  one  of  thofc 
bafe  courtiers  who  facrifice,  without  remorfe,  the  blood  of 
thoufands  to  their  own  private  interefts,  Mardonius,  whom 
the  honour  of  efpoufing  the  filler  of  his  mafter  '  had  infpired 
with  tlie  mod  extravagant  prctenfions,  wiftied  to  command  ar- 
roies,  to  eifacethe  di(honour  he  had  fuffered  in  his  former  C3C« 
pedition,  and  bring  Greece  under  fubjeâion,  that  he  might 


%  Plot,  in  Ariftrd.  t.  i.'p.  322.    Mcp.  I  i  PIat.de  Le^.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  6yS. 

in  Ariftid.  cap.  i.  I  ^  Herodot.  lib.  7^  cap.  7, 

h  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  i.  I  1  Id.  lib.  6.  cap.  43. 

*  The  ytar  4S5  before  Gbrift.         ■ 
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become  its  governor,  and  indulge  his  love  of  rapine.  He 
eafily  perfaaded  Xerxes  to  undertake  the  uniting  of  that 
country  and  the  reft  of  Europe  to  the  empire  of  the  Per- 
fians^.  War  was  determined  on,  ond  all  Afia  thrown  into 
commotion. 

To  the  prodigious  preparations  made  by  Darius,  were  ad- 
ded others  dill  more  tremendous;  Four  years  ^  were  employ- 
ed ia  levying  troops,  forming  magazines  on  the  road  the  ar- 
my was  to  pafs,  conveying  to  the  fea  coafts  warlike  ftores 
aad  provifions,  and  building  galleys  and  tranfport  veflels  in  all 
the  ports. 

At  length  the  king  departed  from  Sufa,  perfuaded  that  he 
was  about  to  extend  the  limits  of  his  empire,  even  to  thofe 
eliroes  where  the  fun  finifhes  his  courfe  °.  On  his  arrival  at 
Sardis  in  Lydia,  he  fent  heralds  through  all  Greece,  eiecept 
to  the  Lacedaemonians  and  'Athenians.  Their  commifiion  was 
to  receive  the  homage  of  the  iflands,  and  the  nations  of  the 
continent,  many  of  whom  fubmitted  to  the  Perlians  ^. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  feventy-fourth  O- 
Ijmpiad  *,  Xerxes  repaired  to  the  ihores  of  the  Hellefpont, 
with  the  moft  numerous  army  that  ever  had  laid  wafte  the 
earth  ^.  He  there  wiflied  to  contemplate,  at  one  view,  the 
fpeâacle  of  his  power  ;  and,  from  a  lofty  throne,  beheld  the 
fea  covered  with  his  ihips,  and  the  land  overfpread  with  his 
army  ^* 

The  coaft  cf  Afia,  at  this  place,  is  fep^rated  from  that  of 
ïlurope  •  only  by  an  arm  of  the  fea,  feven  ftadia  in  breadth  f  • 
Two  bridges  of  boats,  fecured  by  anchors,  joined  the  oppo- 
fite  (hoi-es.  The  building  of  thefe  had  been  at  firft  intruded 
to  fome  Egyptians  and  Phœnicians.     A  violent  tempeft  hav- 


"^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  5.  Diodor. 
I;ica1.  lib.  II.  p.i. 

'^  Id.  tbid.  cap.  20. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  , 

P  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  32.  Dxod.  Sic 
lib.  XI.  p  a. 


*  The  year  480  before  ChrllL 
^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  ao. 
^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  44. 
5  Id.  ibid.  cap.  34.    iEfchyl.  ia  Perl. 
•  747-' 
t  See  oote  VI.  at  the  end  of  the  vol 
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ing  deftrojed  their  work,  Xerxes  ordered  the  heads  of  the 
workmen  to  be  (truck  ofi*^  and  treating  the  fea  as  a  revolted 
flave,  coQoianded  it  to  be  fcourged»  marked  with  a  bot 
iron,  and  a  pair  of  fetters  to  be  thrown  into  it  ^  i  yet  was  this 
prince  followed  by  feveral  millions  of  men  ! 

His  troops  employed  feven  days  and  nights  in  pai&ng 
the  flrait  "  ;  his  baggage  a  whole  month  ^.  Thence  taking 
his  courfe  by  Thrace,  and  coafting  along  the  fea  ^,  he  arrived 
in  the  plain  of  Dorifcus,  watered  by  the  Hebrus,  a  conve» 
aient  ûtuation»  not  only  to  give  repofe  to^  and  procure  re- 
frelhments  for  his  foldiers,  but  to  facilitate  the  muftering  and 
review  of  the  army* 

This  was  found  to  confift  of  feventeen  hundred  thoufand 
foot,  and  eighty  thoufand  horfe  '•  Twenty  thoufand  Arab* 
and  Libyans  conduâed  the  camels  and  the  waggons.  Xerxes, 
mounted  on  a  car,  paficd  through  all  the  ranks  ;  he  next  we&t 
on  board  the  fleet,  which  had  approached  the  (bore,  and  was 
compofed  cf  twelve  hundred  and  feven  galleys  with  three 
benches  of  oars  ^«  Each  of  them  would  contain  two  hun- 
dred men,  sud  the  whole  together  two  hundred  and  forty» 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  men.  They  were  accompanied 
by  three  thoufand  tranfport  vefiels,  in  which  it  may  be  pre* 
fumed  there  were  two  hundred  .and  forty  thoufand  more; 

Such  were  the  forces  he  had  brought  from  Afia  j  and  tbefe 
were  foon  augmented  by  three  hundred  thoufand  fighting  mea 
from  Thrace,  Macedonia,  Faeonia,  and  other  European  coun- 
tries which  had  iubmilted  to  the  Periian  power*  The  neigh* 
bouring  iflands  furniihed  upwards  of  a  hundred  and  twenty 
galleys,  containing  t wen ty> four  thoufand  men  ^.  If  to  thi» 
immenfe  multitude  we  add  an  almod  equal  number  of  necef- 
fary  or  ufelefs  hands,  who  followed  the  army,  we  fliall  find 

t  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  3^.  I       *  Hcrodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  60  et  87. 

u  Id.  ibid.  cap.  56.  I       *  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  200  et  lS4*     ffocr. 

X  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  ^z.  I  Panegyr.  t.  i.  p.  166. 

y  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  59.  I      ^  Id.tUd.  cap^  185. 
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that  five  millions  of  men  ^  had  been  torn  from  (heir  native 
homeSi  and  were  preparing  to  dellroj  whole  nations,  to  grati- 
fy the  ambitiort  of  an  individual  named  Mardonius. 

After  the  review  of  the  armj  and  the  fleet,  Xerxes  fent 
for  king  Demaratus,  who,  having  been  exiled  fome  years  be« 
fere  from  Lacedaemon,  had  fi;>i|nd  an  afylum  at  the  court  of 
Safa. 

"  Do  yoTX  imagine,"  faid  be,  "  that  the  Greeks  will  dare 
to  refiil  tnj  forces  ^  ?''  Demaratus  having  obtained  permiffion 
to  fpeak  the  truth,  replied,  "  The  Greeks  arc  to  be  f:ared, 
becaufe  thej  are  poor  and  virtuous.  Without  pronouncing 
the  eulogium  of  the  other  ftates,  I  fliall  only  fpeak  to  you 
of  the  Lacedaemonians.  They  will  fcorn  the  idea  of  flaverj. 
Should  all  Greece  fubmit  to  jour  arms,  they  will  be  but  the 
more  ardent  in  defence  of  their  liberty.  Inquire  not  the  num- 
ber of  their  troops  ;  were  they  but  a  fingle  thoufand,  naj, 
were  they  dill  fewer,  they  would  prefent  themfelves  to  the 
combat  T* 

The  Perfian  king,  at  hearing  this,  laughed  aloud  ;  and,  af- 
ter comparing  his  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Lacedsmonians, 
««  Do  you  not  fee,'*  added  he,  "  that  the  greateft  part  of  my 
foldiers  would  take  to  flight  were  they  not  retained  by  me- 
naces and  blows  ?  As  a  fimilar  dread  cannot  operate  on  thofe 
Spartans  who  are  reprefented  to  us  as  fo  free  and  indepen- 
dent, it  is  evident  that  they  will  never  unneceffarily  brave 
certain  death  :  and  what  is  there  to  con  (I  rain  them  to  it?" 
"  The  law,"  replied  Demaratus  ;  *•  that  law  which  has  more 
power  over  them  than  yon  have  over  your  fubjeâs  ;  that  law 
which  faith  to  them.  Behold  your  enemies  ;  the  queRbn  is 
not  to  number  them  ;  you  muft  conquer  or  die*." 

At  thefe  words  the  laughter  of  Xerxes  redoubled.  He 
gave  his  orders,  and  the  army  began  its  march,  divided  into 
three  bodies,  one  of  which  followed   the  fea   ftiore,  and  the 


^  Ifocr.  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  105.  |      ^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  104. 

i  Herodoc.  lib.  7.  cap.  icx.  | 
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two  Others  proceeded  at  dated  difiances  through  the  interior 
part  of  the  country  ^.  The  meafures  that  had  been  adopted 
procured  them  certain  means  of  fubfiftence.  Three  thoufand 
vefTels  laden  with  provifions  kept  along  the  coaft,  regulating 
their  motions  bjr  thofe  of  the  armj.  The  Egyptians  and 
Fhœnicians  ha.^.  previoufly  Hored  many  of  the  maritime  towns 
of  Til  race  and  Macedonia  s,  and  the  Perfians,  at  every  dation, 
were  fed  and  provided  with  every  thing  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  adjacent  countries,  who,  long  apprized  of  their  arriva], 
vrtrc  prepared  for  their  reception  ^, 

Wbtlft  the  army  was  purfuing  its  way  towards  Theflaly, 
ravaging  the  country  ;  confuroing,  in  a  fingle  day,  the  har« 
vefts  of  whole  years  )  and  dragging  to  the  combat  the  nations 
it  had  reduced  to  indigence  ;  the  fleet  of  Xeroses  crofled,  in* 
Head  of  doublingi  Mount  Athos. 

This  mountain  extends  itfelf  in  a  peninfula,  annexed  to  the 
continent  odly  by  an  ifthmus  of  twelve  ftadia  in  breadth  *. 
The  Perfian  fleet  had  experienced,  fome  years  before,  the  dan* 
ger  of  this  coaft  **•  They  might  now  have  conveyed  the  Beet 
over  the  ifthmus  by  the  labour  of  men  :  but  Xerxes  had  or-» 
dered  it  to  be  cut  through,  and  a  number  of  workmen  were 
long  employed  in  digging  a  canal  in  which  two  galleys  might 
fail  abreaft^.  Xerzes  beheld  their  fuccefs,  and  imagined 
that,  after  throwing  a  bridge  over  the  fea,  and  opening  a  paf« 
fage  through  mountains,  nothing  could  withftand  his  power. 

The  fears  which  had  agitated  Greece  for  many  years  were 
now  approaching  the  cataftrophe.  Ever  fince  the  battle  of 
Marathon,  the  news  brought  from  Afia  announced  nothisg 
but  projets  of  vengeance  on  the  part  of  the  great  king  ^  and 
that  the  preparations  fufpended  by  the  death  of  Darius  were 
xefumed  with  greater  vigour  by  his  fon  Xerxes. 


f  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap  lai.  ■       i  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  44. 

t  Id.  ibid    cap.  25.  Ik  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  aj  ct  «4. 

h  UL  ibid.  cap.  1 18  ct  1 19.  I      I  J»lat.  dt  Leg.  Jib.  3. 1. 11.  p.  6^t 

*  About  half  a  league.  | 
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.  WbiHl  the  latter  moaarch  was  bofily  employed  io  thefe, 
two  Spartans  fuddealj  made  tbeir  appearance  at  the  court  of 
80&9  and  were. admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  king,  but  con» 
ftantly  refufed  to  proflrate  themfelves  before  him  in  the  man- 
Her  of  the  eaftern  nations.  *^  King  of  the  Medes,"  faid  they, 
'*  the  Lacedaemonians  put  to  death,  fome  years  ago,  the  am- 
baiTadors  of  Darius»  They  owe  a  fatisfaâion  to  Perfia  :  we 
come  to  offer  /ou  our  heads.''  Thefe  two  Spartans,  named 
Sperthias  and  Butts,  learning  that  the  gods,  irritated  at  the 
murder  of  the  Ferfian  ambalTadors,  rejeâed  the  facrifices  of 
4he  Lacedsemoniansi  had  devoted  themfelves  for  the  falvation 
of  their  country  ™.  Xerxes,  furprifed  at  their  firmnefs,  ado- 
nifhed  them  no  lefs  by  his  anfwer:  **  Go,  fay  to  Lacedaemon," 
replied  he,  **  that  if  flie  be  capable  of  violating  the  law  of 
nations,  I  am  incapable  of  following  her  example  ;  nor  will 
•I  expiate,  by  taking  away  your  lives,  the  «crime  with  which 
ihe  has  polluted  herfelf." 

Some  time  after,  Xerxes  being  at  Sardes,  three  Athenian 
fpies  were  difcovered,  who  had  found  means  to  gain  adtnif- 
fion  into  the  Per0an  army.  The  king,  far  from  condemuing 
them  to  die,  ordered  that  they  ihould  be  permitted  to  take, 
at  their  leifure,  an  exaâ  account  of  his  forces,  flattering  him- 
felf  that,  at  their  return,  the  Greeks  would  lofe  no  time .  in 
fubmitting  to  his  power  "•  But  the  relation  they  gave  only 
ferved  to  confirm  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians  in  the 
refolution  they  had  before  taken  to  form  a  general  league  a- 
mong  the  nations  of  Greece.  They  afTembled  a  council  on 
the  iûhmus  of  Corinth  ;  and  their  deputies  flew  from  city  to 
city,  endeavouring  to  communicate  fhe  fame  ardour  with 
which  they  themfelves  Were  animated.  The  pythia  of  Del- 
phi inceilantly  interrogated,  and  inceflfantly  furrounded  with 
prefents  ;  ftriving  to  conciliate  the  honour  of  her  miniftry 
with  the  interefled  views  of  the  priefls,  and  the  fecret  wilbes 


■  Hcrodot.  lil>.  7.  cap.  136.    Pint  !       °  Hcrcdot.  lib.  7.  c^p.  146. 
Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  235.  | 
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^f  all  who  confttlted  her  ;  now  exhorted  the  nations  to  re« 
main  înaâivet  and  now  augmented  their  alarms  bj  the  mU 
iery  (he  announced,  and  their  uncertainty  bj  the  impenetrable 
obfciirity  of  her  anfwers. 

The  Àrgives  werepreffed  to  enter  into  the  confederation^» 
Six  thoufaikl  of  their  foldiers,  among  whom  was  the  choice 
body  of  their  youth,  had  lately  peri(bed  in  an  expedition  into 
Argolis,  under  Cieoroenes  king  of  Lacedamon  P.  Exhaufted 
by  this  lofsy  they  had  obtained  an  oracle  forbidding  them  to 
take  up  arms  :  they  afterwards  defired  to  command  part  of 
the  army  of  the  Greeks,  and  complaining  of  a  refufal  whick 
they  expefted,  they  remained  quiet  ^,  and  concluded  by  carry- 
ing on  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Perfia  '. 

More  reafbnable  expeâations  had  been  formed  fcom  the  aC- 
fiflance  of  Gelon,  king  of  Syracufe,  This  prinoe,  by  his 
viâories  and  talents,  had  recently  fubdued  feveral  Grecian 
colonies,  which  (hould  naturally  fly  to  the  defence  of  thcir 
mother  country.  The  deputies  of  Lacedesmon  and  Athens 
being  admitted  into  his  prefencp,  Syagrus  the  Spartan  was 
their  fpeaker  ;  who,  after  faying  a  few  words  of  the  forces 
and  projeâs  of  Xerxes,  contented  himfelf  with  reprefenting 
to  Gel  on,  that  the  ruin  of  Greece  would  neceffarily  be  fol» 
lowed  by  that  of  Sicily  •. 

The  king  anfwered  with  emotion,  that  in  his  wars  with 
the  Carthaginians,  and  en  other  occafions,  he  had  implored 
the  aiSilance  of  the  allied  powers,  without  obtaining  it  ;  that 
their  danger  alone  now  forced  them  to  have  recourfe  to  him  ; 
that,  neverthelefs,  forgetting  thefe  juft  motives  of  complaint, 
he  was  ready  to  furnifli  two  hundred  galleys,  twenty  thoufand 
heavy  armed  troops,  four  thoufand  horlemen,  two  thoufand 
archers,  and  as  many  flingers:  **  I  will  befides  engage,''  added 
he,  "  to  procure  the  neccffary  proviiions  for  the  whole  armj 


^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  145. 

9  14*  ibid.  <ap.  148. 

<  léAVid.  cap.  148.     Plat,  de  Le^. 


lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  69a.    Diod.  Sic.  li^ 
II  p.  3. 

'  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  la. 

•  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  157.     * 
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daring  the  war  ;  bat  I  reqaire  one  condition,  which  is,  to  be 
n^med  generalii&mo  of  the  forces  both  by  fea  and  land.'' 

*'  Oh  !  how  would  the  ihade  of  Agamemnon  groan/'  haftilj 
replied  Sjragrus,  *^  were  he  to  learn  that  the  Laced semonians 
have  been  deprived  by  Gelon  and  the  Sjracafans  of  the  ho« 
nour  of  commanding  the  armies  of  Greece  !  No,  never  Will 
Sparta  yield  to  you  that  prerogative.  If  you  wi(h  to  fuc- 
coar  Greece*  it  is  from  us  you  muft  receive  commands  ;  if 
you  pretend  to  give  them,  keep  your  foldicrs.'' — .*•  Syagrus,** 
feid  the  king  with  calmnefs,  *'  I  do  not  forget  that  we  ato 
bound  by  the  ties  of  hofpitality  ;  do  you,  on  your  part,  rer 
colled,  that  infultiog  words  ferve  but  to  ezafperate.  The 
haughtinefs  of  your  anfwer  ihall  not  make  me  overilep  thç 
boundis  of  moderation  ;  and  though,  by  my  power,  I  have 
mere  right  than  you  to  the  fupreme  command,  I  propofe  to 
you  to  ihare  it.  Ghoofe  that  of  the  land  army,  or  of  the  fleet  ; 
I  will  accept  either.*' 

**  The  Greeks,"  inftantly  replied  the  Athenian  ambaffador, 
**  do  not  afk  a  general,  but  troops.  I  was  filent  on  your  firft 
claims,  which  it  was  for  Syagrus  to  annul  :  but  I  declare, 
that  if  the  Lacedœmonians  yield  up  any  part  of  the  command» 
it  by  right  devolves  on  the  Athenians  ^" 

On  thefe  words,  Gelon  difmifled  the  ambafladors,  and  loft 
no  time  in  fending  off  to  Delphi  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Cad- 
mus, with  orders  to  wait  there  the  event  of  the  battle  ;  to 
withdraw  if  the  Greeks  were  viâors  f  and  if  vanquifhed,  ^ 
offer  to  Xerxes  the  homage  of  his  crown,  accomps^aicd  with 
rich  prefents  "• 

Nor  were  the  greater  part  of  the  négociations  fet  on  foot 
by  the  confederate  cities  attended  wi|h  any  better  fuccefs. 
The  inhabitants  of  Crete  confulted  the  oracle,  which  com- 
manded them  not  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Greece  *.  Thie 
Corcyreans  fitted  out  fixty  galleys,  which  they  fent  to  fça 

*  Hcrodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  161.  •  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1^3, 
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with  orders  to  remain  peaceably  on  the  fonthem  coafts  cf 
Pcloponaefus,  and  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  conqoerors  '• 

In  fine  the  Theflklians,  who  by  the  influence  of  federal  of 
their  chiefs  had  been  hitherto  engaged  on  the  part  of  the 
Medes,  fignîfied  to  the  council  that  thej  were  ready  to  guard 
the  pafs  of  Mount  Olympus,  which  leads  from  the  lower  Ma* 
cedonia  into  Theflaly,  if  the  other  Greeks  would  fécond  their 
efforts  '•  Ten  thoufand  men  were  immediately  fent  off,  un- 
der the  command  of  Evenetus  of  Lacedeemon,  and  Themifto* 
des  of  Athens  :  they  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Peneos, 
and  encamped  with  the  TheiTalian  cavalry»  at  the  entrance  of 
the  vale  of  Tempe  ;  but  learning  fome  days  after»  that  the 
Perfian  army  could  penetrate  into  Theflaly  by  an  eafier  road, 
and  fome  deputies  of  Alexander,  king  of  Macedon»  apprize- 
ing  them  of  the  danger  of  their  fituation»  they  retired  to* 
wards  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth  ;  and  the  TheÇaliaas  determin- 
ed to  make  their  peace  with  the  Periians. 

There  remained  then  for  the  defence  of  Greece  only  a  fmall 
number  of  fiâtes  and  dties.  Themiftocles  was  the  foul  o£ 
«heir  councils,  and  fnpported  their  hopes;  alternately  em- 
ploying perfuafion  and  addrefs,  prudence  and  aâivitj;  ac^ 
tuating  every  mind,  lefs  by  the  force  of  eloquence  than  by 
bis  jflrength  of  charaâer  ;  ever  direâed  himfelf  by  a  genius 
uncultivated  by  art,  and  which  nature  had  deftined  to  govern 
men  and  events  :  a  kind  of  inftinâ,  whofe  fudden  infpixa- 
tions  unveiled  to  him  every  thing  he  bad  to  hope  or  dread  for 
the  prefent  or  the  future*. 

For  fome  years  paft  he  had  forefeen  that  the  battle  of  Ma- 
rathon was  but  the  prelude  of  the  wars  with  which  the  Greeks 
were  menaced  ;  that  they  never  had  been  in  greater  danger 
than  fince  their  viâory  ;  that  to  fecure  the  fuperiority  they 
bad  acquired,  they  muft  abandon  the  methods  by  which  it 


*  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  169.  I      *  Thucydid.  lib.  x.  c.  138.    Pint.  îa 

y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  i68.    Diod,  Sic.  lib*  I  Thtmift.  t.  i.  p.  |i».    Nep.  in lliemift. 
11.  p.  13-  !  c.  I  ftc. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  17s.  I 
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bkd  been  obtained';  that  tbej  would  always  be  fnafters  of  jtbe 
continent,  could  they  but  be  fo  of  the  fea  ;  and  that  tn  ihort 
a  time  would  come  when  the  general  fafety  would  depend  on 
liiat  of  Athens,  and  the  fafety  of  Athens  on  the  number  of 
her  fhips. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  reflcftions,  equally  new  and  im- 
portant, he  had  undertaken  to  effeék  a  total  change  in  the 
ideas  of  the  Athenians,  and  to  turn  their  views  to  the  efta« 
blifliment  of  a  navy.  Two  circumftances  enabled  him  to  exe- 
cute his  plan.  The  Athenians  were  at  war  with  the  inhabit 
tints  of  the  ifland  of  ^gina  ;  they  had  to  divide  at  the  fame 
time  confiderable  fums  arifing  from  their  filver  mines.  He 
perfuaded  them  to  forego  this  diftributiony  and  to  build  two 
hundred  galleys,  either  to  attack  the  ^ginetas,  or  to  defend 
themfclves  againft  the  future  attacks  of  the  Perfians  ^  :  thefe 
galleys  were  in  the  ports  of  Attica  at  the  time  of  the  invafion 
of  Xerxes. 

Whilft  this  prince  was  continuing  his  nuirch,  it  was  re- 
folved  in  the  council  of  the  ifthmus,  that  a  body  of  troops» 
under  the  command  of  Leonidas,  king  of  Sparta,  (hould  take 
pciTeffion  of  the  pafs  oi  Thermopylse,  fituated  between  Thef<* 
faly  and  Locris  ^  ;  that  the  fleet  of  the  Greeks  fliould  wait  for 
that  of  the  Perfians  in  the  adjoining  feas,  in  a  (Irait  formed  by 
the  coafts  of  Theflaly  and  Eubœa. 

The  Athenians,  who  were  to  fit  out  a  hundred  and  twenty* 
fisvcn  galleys,  alleged  that  they  had  more  right  to  the  com- 
mand  of  the  fleet  than  the  Lacedsemonians,  who  furniûied  on- 
Ij  ten  ^«  But  feeing  that  the  allies  threatened  to  withdraw 
vnlefs  they  were  headed  by  a  Spartan,  they  defifted  from  Cheit 
claim.  Eurybiades  was  eleâed  general,  and  had  under  him 
Themiftocles  and  the  leaders  of  the  other  nations  ^ 


b  Heredot.Ub.  y.  cap.  144.  Thucyd.  f  lib.  ir.  p.  4. 
lib,  I.  cap.  14.    Pluc  in  Themift.  t.  i.  |      d  Herodot.  lib.  8.    cap.  X.     IjjKn 
p.  113.  j  Panach.  t.  ii  p.  206. 

f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  175.      Piod.  Sic.  I      f  Piut,  in  Thcinift.  p.  XJJ. 
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The  fleet,  confiding  of  two  hundred  and  cîghtj  reflels  % 
repaired  to  the  place  of  its  deftination,  and  remained  on  the 
coafts  of  Eubœa,  in  a  ftrait  named  Artemifinm. 

Leonidas,  having  been  informed  of  the  choice  of  the  coun- 
cil, forefaw  his  fate,  and  fubmitted  to  it  with  that  greatnefs 
of  foul  which  then  charaâerized  his  nation  :  he  chofe  to  ac- 
company him  only  three  hundred  Spartans,  who  equalled  him 
in  courage,  and  with  whofe  fentiments  he  was  perfeâlj  ac- 
quainted c.  The  ephori  having  reprefented  .to  him,  that  £b 
fmall  a  number  of  foldiers  could  not  fuffice  :  "  They  arc  rcry 
£ew,^'  anfwered  he,  *'  to  ftop  the  progreCs  of  the  enemy,  but 
too  many  for  the  objeâ  they  have  in  view."  **  And  what 
then  is  that  objeâ  ?"  demanded  the  ephori*  **  Our  duty»" 
replied  he,  '*  is  to  defend  the  pafs  ;  our  refolution  to  perifla 
in  it.  Three  hundred  viâims  fuffice  for  the  honour  of  Sparta* 
^he  would  be  irreparably  loft  did  fhe  intruft  me  with  all  her 
warriors  ;  for  I  am  convinced  that  not  a  fingle  man  amonj^ 
them  would  even  think  of  flight  ^/' 

Some  days  after,  Lacedaemon  exhibited  a  fpeâacle  which  it 
is  impoffible  to  recoiled  without  emotion.  The  companions 
of  Leonidas  previoufly  honoured  his  death  and  their  own  by* 
t  funeral  combat,  at  which  their  fathers  ^nd  mothers  attend* 
ed  *.  This  ceremony  ended,  they  left  the  city,  followed  by 
their  relations  and  friends,  from  whom  they  received  an  eter- 
nal farewell  ;  at  which  time  the  wife  of  Leonidas  aiking'him 
his  laft  wi(bes  :  "  I  wifli  you,'?  faid  he  to  her,  *•  a  hulband 
worthy  of  you,  and  children  who  may  refemble  him  ^". 

Leonidas  haftened  his  march  ;  fince  he  was  anxiojis,  by  his 
example,  to  retain  in  their  duty  feveral  cities  ready  to  declare 
for  the  Periians  K  He  paffed  through  the  country  of  the 
Thebans,  whofe  fidelity  was  fufpeûed,  but  who  neverthelefii 


f  Herodot.  lib.  8.  csp.  i. 
t  Id  lib.  7.  cap.  205. 
It  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  ii.  p.  4.    Plat.  Lor 
con.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  aij. 


i  Plut,  de  Herodot.  Malign,  p.  8^6. 
k  Id.  ibid.  ;  et  JLacon.  Apophtb*  f* 

1  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap  %c^ 
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fîimiflieâ  him  with  four  hundred  men  ;  after  which  he  pro- 
ceeded on  his  march  and  encamped  at  Thermopyls  "'^ 
•  Soon  after  arrived  fucceffively  ^  thoufand  foldiers  from 
Tegea  and  Mantinea,  a  hundred  and  twenty  from  Orchome^ 
skus,  a  thoufand  from  the  other  cities  of  Arcadia^  four  hun- 
dred from  Corinth»  two  hundred  from  Phlius,  eighty  from 
Mycenss,  feven  hundred  from  Thefpia,  and  a  thoufand  from 
Phocis.  The  little  nation  of  the  Locrians  repaired  to  the 
camp  with  all  its  forces  *• 

This  detachment,  which  amounted  to  about  feven  thoufand 
men  *,|kas  to  be  followed  by  the  whole  army  of  the  Greeks. 
The  Lacedaemonians  were  detained  at  home  by  a  feftival  ;  the 
other  allies  were  preparing  for  the  folemnity  of  the  Olympic 
games  ;  and  all  imagined  that  Xerxes  was  yet  far  difiant  from 
Thermopylae  **. 

This  pafs  is  the  only  toad  by  which  an  army  can  penetrate 
£rom  TheiTaly  into  Locris,  Phocis,  Bœotia,  Attica,  and  the 
adjacent  countries  '.  It  will  be  necedary  to  give  a  fuccinâ 
defcription  of  it. 

On  quitting  Phocis  to  go  into  Theflaly  f ,  we  pafs  by  the 
little  country  of  the  Locrians,  and  arrive  at  the  town  of  Al- 
penus,  fituated  by  the  fea  ^.  As  it  flands  at  the  entrance  of 
the  ftrait,  it  has  been  fortified  in  thefe  modern  times  ^ 

The  road  at  fird  is  only  wide  enough  for  the  paûàge  of  a 
waggon  '  ;  but  it  afterwards  enlarges  itfelf  between  morafles 
formed  by  the  waters  of  the  fea  ^,  and  almoft  inacceffible  rocks, 
i^vhich  terminate  the  chain  of  mountains  known  by  the  name 
of  Œta  ". 


"*  Hcrodot.  lib,  7.  cap.  105.  Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  5. 

'^  Id.  ibi4  cap.  aoi. 

•  lee  note  VU.  at  the  end  of  tbe 
Toluinè. 

®  Ijjerodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  ao6. 

P  Uy.  lib.  36.  cap.  1  J. 

t  9te  ttic  map. 

I    • 


^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  176. 

^  Jïirchin.  de  Falf.  X^^^^-  P  41^- 

•  Herod,  lib.  7.  cap.,  176. 

^  Id.  ibid.     PauTaa.*  lib.  7.  cap.  15.  i 
p.  558. 

^  ^trab.  lib.  7.  p.  43;$.    Uv.  Ub.  36, 
c»p.Ji. 
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Scarcely  have  we  left  Alpcaus,  before  we  dUcover  oa  tli4 
left,  a  flone  confccrated  to  Hercules  Melaospygu»  i  and  f^Jl  lA 
with  a  path  which  leads  to  the  fummit  of  the  mountaia  *• 
Of  this  path  I  ihaU  fooa  have  occafion  to  fpeak. 

Farther  qii«  the  traveller  crofles  a^  current  of  hot  water^ 
whence  this  place  has  acquired  the  name  of  Thermopjlas  '• 

Near  to  this  ftream  is  the  town  of  Anthela  ;  and»  in  the 
plain  which  furrounds  it»  a  faiaU  eminence  <»  and  a  temple  of 
Ceres,  in  which  the  Amphi£ljons  annually  hold  one  of  theic  • 
a&mUies. 

On  coming  out  of  the  plain,  we  meet  with  a  loadk  or  ra^ 
ther  caufewaj,  only  about  feven  or  eight  feec  wide*  This 
part  is  particularly  to  be  noticed  :  the  Phocians  bad  formerlj 
built  a  wall  here,  to  proteâ  their  country  from  the  inroads 
of  the  ThefTalians  \ 

.After  paffing  the  Phœnix,  which  at  laft  falls  into  the  Afo« 
pus^  a  river  that  rifes  in  an  adjoining  valley,  we  come  to  th^ 
laft  defile  half  a  plethrum  in  iNreadth  \ 

The  road  then  widens  as  far  as  Trachioia»  which  tf^k^es  its 
name  from  the  city  of  Trachia  ^,  and  is  iohabited  by  the  Ma- 
lians  c.  This  country  prefents  the  traveller  with  extenfiv^ 
plains  watered  by  the  Spercbius  and  other  rivers.  To  tha 
eaft'of  Trachis  now  ftaods  the  city  of  Heraelea»  which  did 
not  esift  in  the  time  of  Xerxes  ^. 

The  whole  ftrait,  from  the  defile  before  we  arrive  at  AU 
penus  to  that  which  is  beyond  the  PhoBoiz,  may  be  about 
forty-eight  fiadia  in  length  f .  Its  breadth  varies  almoft  at 
every  flep  ;  but  through  its  whole  extent  it  is  ihut  in  on  out 
fide  by  fteep  mountains,  and  on  the  iuher  by  the  fea,  or  im» 


^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  216. 
y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  176.      Strab. 
&c. 
2  Id.  Ibid  cftp  215. 
^  Id-  ibid,  cap  176. 
*  Fifteen  or  (ixceco  yards. 


Liv. 


b  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  199 
^  Ihucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  9a      Palmer* 
Exerdc  in  Opcim.     Aut.  p.  27  c. 
d  Id.  ibid.  ^ 

t  About  two  leagvet. 
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peoetrtble  moraffes  \    The  road  is  ofton  deftrojed  by  the 
tovrentSy  or  hy  ftagiiant  waters  '• 

Leooidaa  pofted  his  Iktk  army  near  Anthela  f^  relmik  the 
wall  «f  Che  Pheciaasy  and  difpatched  a  few  advanced  troopa 
to  defend  the  approaches.  But  it  was  not  fufficient  to  goard 
the  peflTsige  at  the  foot  of  the  monntain  :  there  was  on  the 
moantaîn  îtfelf  a  path,  which  beginning  at  the  plain  of  Trachis, 
tenninftted,  after  various  windings^  near  the  town  of  Alpe« 
mis.  Leonîdàs  intrufled  the  defence  of  this  path  to  the  thou* 
fand  Phocians  he  had  with  him,  and  who  took  poft  on  the 
heights  of  Mount  Œca  ^. 

Scarcelj  were  thefe  difpofitions  completed,  before  the  armj 
oE  Xerxes  was  difcovered,  fpreading  itfelf  over  Trachinia, 
and  covering  the  plain  with  its  innumerable  tents  K  At  fight 
of  tkis,  the  Greeks  deliberated  on  the  meafures  to  be  adopt« 
ed.  The  greater  part  of  the  generals  were  for  retiring  to  the 
Ifthmus  ;  bnt  Leonidas  rejeâing  this  coonfel,  thej  contented 
themfelves  with  difpatching  couriers,  to  haften  the  fuccours 
of  the  allied  cities  K 

A  Perfian  horfeman  now  appeared,  fent  by  Xerxes  to  re« 
connoitre  the  enemy.  The  advanced  pod  of  the  Greeks  was  ^ 
that  day  compofed  of  the  Spartans,  fome  of  whom  were  ex«* 
crcifing  themfelves  in  wreftling,  others  combing  their  hair  : 
for,  in  fimilar  dangers,  their  firft  care  is  to  decorate  their  heads. 
The  horfeman  was  permitted  to  approach  to  number  them, 
and  to  retire  without  any  perfon  deigning  to  pay  attention  to 
him.  As  the  wall  concealed  from  him  the  reft  of  the  army, 
he  only  gave  an  account  to  Xerxes  of  the  three  hundred  men 
he  had  feen  at  the  entrance  of  the  defile  '• 

The  king,  aftonifhed  at  the  tranquillity  of  the  Lacedsemo- 
nians,  waited  a  few  days  to  give  them  time  for  refleftion  ". 
On  the  fifth  day,  he  wrote  to  Leonidas  :  **  If  thou  wilt  fub- 


«  Paufan.  lib.  lo  p.  S49.  I  ^  Herodot  lib.  7.  cap.  175  et  si  7. 

f  Strab.  lib.  9  p.  428.  I  i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  201. 

S  Paufan.  lib*  7:  p.  ij8«  liY.  lib.  I  ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  207. 

|6*  cap.  zj.  ■  ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  208. 
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mit  to  my  power,  I  will  give  thee  the  empire  of  Greece.^ 
Lsonidas  anfwered  :  **  I  rather  choofe  to  die  for,  than  to  ea« 
flmve  my  country."  A  fécond  letter  from  the  king  contained 
only  thefe  words  :  **  Surrender  thjr  arms*"  Leonidas  wrote 
nndemeath  :  *^  Come  and  take  them  \** 

Xerxes,  tranfported  with  rage,  immediately  gave   orders 
for  the  Medes  and  Ciffians  to  march  ^,  commanding  them  to 
take  thefe  men  alive,  and  inftantly  to  bring  them   to  him. 
Some  foldiers  running  to  Leonidas,  faid  to  him  :  **  The  Fer« 
fians  are  near  us."     To  which  he  coolly  replied  :  **  Rather 
fay,  that  we  are  near  the  Ferfians  p."    He  immediately  ad« 
▼anced  out  of  his  cotrenchment,   with   the  choiceft  of  his 
troops,  and  gave  the  ûgnal  for  the  battle.    The  Medes  ruflied 
on  with  fury  ^  their  firil  ranks  fell  covered  with  wounds  ;  and 
thofe  who  replaced  them  quickly  experienced  the  fame  &te« 
The  Greeks,  preffing  clofe  againft  each  other,  and   covered 
with  large  bucklers,  prefented  an  impenetrable  front  of  long 
pikes,  and  a  phalanx  which  fre(h  troops  fuccei&vely  attempt- 
cd  in  vain  to  break.   After  feveral  fruitlefs  attacks,  the  Medes 
were  fei^d  with  a  panic  ;  they  fled,  and  were  relieved  by  the 
chofen  body  of  the  ten  thoufand  immortals  commanded  by 
Uydarnes  ^.     The  aâion  now  became  more  bloody  :  the  va^ 
lour  each  fide  difplayed  was  perhaps  equal  j  but  the  Greeks 
had  in  their  favour  the  advantage  of  fituatioo,  aad  the  fupe- 
riority  of  arms.     The  pikes  of  the  Ferfians  were  too  ibort^ 
and  their  bucklers  too  foaall  '  :  they  loft  a  great  number  of 
men;  and  Xerxes,  witnefs  of  their  fiighti  leaped,  as  it  is 
faid,  more  than  once  from  his  chariot,  and  trembled  for  his 
army. 

The  next  day  the  attack  was  renewed,  but  with  fo  little 
fuccefs  on  the  part  of  the  Ferfians,  that  Xerxes  defpaircd  of 
forcing  the  pafTage.     His  proud  and  pufillanimous  mind  was 


"^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  a  10.  I      P  Plut.  Laceo.  Apophch.  p.  S2> 

D  Plut.  Lacoa.  Apophth.  p.  S25.        I      ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  11.  p.  7. 


*  Hcrodqt.  lib.  7.  cap.  «lo,  {     ^  Ucrodot*  lib.  7.  ^ap.  a»W 
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agitated  bj  anxîetjr  and  fhame,  when  an  inhabitant  of  thofe 
diftrîftsy  named  Epialtes,  came  to  difcover  to  hin[i  the  fatal 
path  bj  which  he  might  turn  the  Grecians.  Xerxes,  tran- 
fported  with  joy,  immediatelj  detached  Hjdarnes  with  the 
corps  of  the  immortals  *.  Epialtes  ferved  them  as  a  guide. 
Thej  began  their  march  as  night  came  on,  made  their  way 
through  the  forcft  of  oaks  which  covered  the  fides  of  the 
monntains,  and  arrived  near  the  fpot  where  Leonidas  had  poft- 
ed  a  detachment  of  his  armj* 

Hjdarnes  took  this  for  a  body  of  Spartans,  but,  encouraged 
hj  Epialtes,  who  knew  thePhocIans,  prephted  to  attack  them. 
After  a  flight  defence,  they  took  refuge  on  the  adjoining 
heights,  leaving  the  Perfians  to  purfue  their  march. 

During  the  night,  Leonidas  had  been  informed  of  their 
project  by  fome  defcrters  who  had  efcaped  from  the  camp  of 
Xerxes  5  and  the  next  morning  learned  their  fuccefs  by  the 
arrival  of  the  centinels  ilationed  on  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
At  this  dreadful  news,  the  leaders  of  the  Greeks  afTembled. 
As  feme  of  them  were  of  opinion  to  retreat  from  Thermo- 
pylae, and  others  to  remain,  Leonidas  conjured  them  to  re- 
fervc  themfelves  for  more  fortunate  opportunities,  and  de- 
clared that,  as  for  himfelf  and  bis  companions,  it  was  not 
permitted  them  to  quit  a  pofl  that  Sparta  had  confided  to  their 
care  ^  The  Thefpians  protefted  that  they  would  not  abandon 
the  Spartans  ;  and  the  four  hundred  Thebans,  whether  volun- 
tarily or  through  neceflity,  adopted  the  fame  refolution  "  ; 
the  remainder  of  the  army  had  time  to  march  out  of  the  de- 
file. 

In  the  mean  time  Leonidas  prepared  for  the  mod  arduous 
of  cntcrprifes*  "  It  is  not  here,"  faîd  he  to  his  companions, 
"  that  we  mufl  combat:  we  muft  march  to  the  tent  of  Xerxes, 
facrifice  the  invader,  or  perilh  in  the  midft  of  his  camp.'*   His 

*  Hiefodot.  Kb.  7.  cap.  215.  >  Dîod.  |      "  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  11a.  Plut,  de 
r.  lib.  II.  p.  7.     Strab. lib.  X  1 -- .. 

<  Id.  ibid.  c.  %%o,    Juftln. }. 

Fol.  J. 


Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  7.    Strab.  lib.  I,  p.  10.       Malign.  Herodot.  t.  ii,  p.  865 
'   "   "*'  "       '  "*      *.-».€.  If.   I 
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foldlers  anfwered  only  by  a  fliout  of  joy.  He  then  made  theto 
take  a  frugal  repaft,  adding  :  '*  We  ihall  foon  take  another 
with  Pluto."  Expreffions  like  thefe  could  not  but  leave  a 
profound  impreflion  in  their  minds.  When  on  the  point  of 
attacking  the  enemy,  he  was  moved  with  the  fate  of  two 
Spartans,  united  to  him  by  blood  and  friendfliip  ;  to  the  firit 
he  gave  a  letter,  and  to  the  fécond  a  fecret  com  million  for  the 
maglftrates  of  Lacedasmon.  "  We  came  not  here,"  replied 
they,  "  to  carry  orders,  but  to  fight  ;"  and,  without  waiting 
for  his  anfwer,  took  their  places  in  the  ranks  afligned  to 
them  *. 

In  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  Greeks,  with  Leonidas  at 
their  head,  ilTued  out  of  the  defile,  advanced  with  hafty  fteps 
through  the  plain,  overthrew  the  advanced  pods,  and  pene- 
trated to  the  tent  of  Xerxes,  who  had  already  taken  flight  : 
they  entered  the  adjoining  tents,  fpread  over  the  camp,  and 
glutted  themfelves  with  carnage.  The  terror  they  infpired 
was  increafed  at  every  ftep,  and  every  indant,  with  the  mod 
dreadful  circumftances.  Confufed  rumours  and  lamentable 
cries  affirmed  that  the  troops  of  Hydarnes  were  cut  oflT,  and 
that  the  whole  army  muft  foon  be  deftroyed  by  the  combined 
forces  of  Greece.  The  moft  courageous  of  the  Perfians,  no 
longer  able  to  hear  the  voice  of  their  generals,  nor  knowing 
whether  to  bend  their  fteps,  or  to  dirtSt  their  blows,  threwr 
themfelves  at  random  into  the  battle,  and  were  perifhing  by 
the  hands  of  each  other,  when  the  firft  rays  of  the  fun  en- 
abled them  to  difcover  the  inconfiderable  number  of  the  vic- 
tors. They  inftantly  form,  and  attack  the  Greeks  on. all  fides. 
Leonidas  falls  beneath  a  fliower  of  darts.  The  conteft  for  the 
honour  of  carrying  off  his  body,  brought  on  a  terrible  con- 
fiift  between  his  conjpauions  and  the  moll  expert  and  hardy 
wîirriors  of  the  Perfmn  army.  Two  brothers  of  Xerxes,  a 
multitude  of  Perfians,  and  feveral  Spartans,  there  loft  their 

^  Dio<L  Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  8.     Plut.  de  I   I.acon.  Apoph.  t.  ii.  p.  «JJ.    Juuia» 
Ivîaî'gii.  Hcrodot.  t.  ii.  p.  866.     Id.  |  lib.  a.  cap,  11. 
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lives.  .  At  length  the  Greeks,  though  fpcnt  and  enfeebled  by 
their  loffes,  carried  off  their  general,  four  times  rcpulfing  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat  ;  and  after  regaining  the  defile,  cleared 
the  entrenchment,  and  took  poft  on  the  little  eminence  near 
Anthela  ;  where  they  ftill  defended  themfelves  for  fome  time, 
both  againft  the  troops  in  their  purfuir,  and  thofe  brought  a- 
giînft  them  by  Hydarnes  from  the  other  fide  of  the  ftrait  ^. 

Pardon,  generous  ftiades,  the  feeblenefs  of  my  exprefllons. 
I  offered  you  a  worthier  homage  when  I  vifited  that  eminenoe 
on  which  you  breathed  your  laft  ;  when  leaning  on  one  o£ 
your  tombs,  I  bathed  with  my  tears  the  places  ftained  with 
your  blood.  But,  after  all,  what  is  it  that  eloquence  can  add 
to  fo  fublime  and  fo  extraordinary  a  facrifice  ?  The  memory 
of  your  heroic  deeds  will  remaiîl  longer  than  the  Perfian  em- 
pire you  refidcd  ;  and  to  the  end  of  ages,  your  example  will 
produce  in  every  heart  that  loves  his  country  the  rapture  or 
the  enthufiafm  of  admiration. 

Before  the  aftion  was  terminated,  it  is  faid  that  fome  The- 
bans  furrendered  to  the  Perfians  ^.  The  Thefpians  fiiared  in 
the  exploits  and  deftiny  of  the  Spartans,  yet  the  glory  of  the 
Spartans  has  almoft  eclipfed  that  of  the  Thefpians.  Amongft 
the  caufes  which  have  influenced  the  public  opinion,  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  the  refolution  to  perifli  at  Thermopylae 
was,  with  the  former,  a  plan  conceived,  determined  on,  and 
purfued  with  as  much  coolnefs  as  cqnftancy;  whereas,  it  was 
but  a  fally  of  bravery  and  virtue  in  the  latter,  when  ftimu- 
lated  by  example.  The  Thefpians  only  rofe*  faperior  to  o* 
ther  men,  becaufe  the  Spartans  rofe  fuperior  to  themfelves. 

Lacedaemon  prides  herfelf  in  the  death  of  her  warriors. 
Every  thing  that  relates  to  them  j^uftly  engages  the  attention. 
Whilft  they  were  at  Thermopylae,  a  Trachinian,  to  imprefa 
them  with  a  high  idea  of  the  nuriierous  army  of  Xerxes,  faid 
to  them,  that  the  number  of  their  arrows  was  fufiicient  to  ob- 

'  Herodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  225.  *  Hcrodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  ijj. 
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(cure  the  fun.  So  much  the  better,  replied  the  Spartaft  Die« 
neces  ;  we  (hall  then  fight  in  the  (kade  '•  Another,  fent  by 
Leonidas  to  Lacedaemon,  was  detained  in  the  tewn  of  Alpe- 
nus  bj  a  defluftion  in  his  eyes.  On  being  told  that  the  de- 
tachment of  Hjdarnes  was  defcending  from  the  mountain, 
and  entering  the  defile,  he  inftantlj  flies  to  arms,  orders  his 
flave  to  conduft  him  to  the  enemy,  attacks  at  random,  and 
obuined  the  death  to  which  he  afpired  ^. 

Two  other  Greeks,  who  had  been  abfent  like  wife  by  order 
of  the  genera],  were  on  their  return,  fufpedled  of  not  having 
exerted  every  effort  to  be  prefent  at  the  battle.  Such  a  fufpi- 
cion  covered  them  with  infamy.  The  one  flew  himfelf  ;  the 
only  refource  of  the  other  w^s  to  lofe  his  life,  fome  time  af- 
ter, at  the  battle  of  Plataea  ^. 

The  death  of  Leonidas  and  his  companions  produced  a 
greater  effeft  than  that  of  the  moil  brilliant  viâory  ;  it  taught 
the  Greeks  the  fecret  of  their  power,  and  the  Perfians  that  of 
their  weaknefs^.  Xerxes,  difmajed  at  finding  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  fuch  a  number  of  men,  but  fo  few  foldiers,  was 
not  lefs  alarmed  to  learn  that  Greece  ^flcfled  a  multitude  of 
defenders,  no  lefs  intrepid  than  the  Thefpians,  and  eight 
thoufand  Spartans  as  brave  as  thofe  who  had  now  facrificed 
their  lives  ^.  On  the  other  hand,  the  aftonilhment  with 
which  they  had  filled  the  Greeks  foon  changed  into  a  violent 
defire  to  imitate  them.  The  aiiibition  of  glory,  the  love  of 
country,  all  the  virtues  were  carried  to  their  higheft  eleva- 
tion, and  the  minds  of  m^n  exalted  to  a  degree  hitherto  un- 
known. This  was  the  time  for  great  aâions,  *and  not  a 
moment  to  be  chofen  for  impofing  chains  upon  free  nations* 

While  Xerxes  was  at  Thermopylae,  his  fleet,  after  meeting 
with  a  temped  on  the  coafts  of  Magnefia,  which  deftroyed 
foUr  hundred  gallejs   and  a  great  number  of  tranfport  vef- 

3  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  %%6,  I      ^  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  If.  p.  to. 

t>  Id.  ibid.  cap.  129.  1      ^  Herodot.  lib  7.  cap.  axo  ct  a54. 


Id.  ibid.  cap.  %^i  et  ajo. 
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fels  %  had  continued  its  courfe,  and  anchored  near  the  city 
of  AphetsB,  in  the  prefence  of,  and  only  at  the  diftance  of 
eighty  (ladia  from  that  of  the  Greeks  ',  ftationed  to  defend 
the  pafiage  between  Eubœa  and  the  main  land*  Here,  though 
with  fome  variation  in  the  fuccefs,  were  repeated,  both  in 
the  attack  and  the  defence,  feveral  of  the  circumftances 
which  preceded  and  accompanied  the  attack  of  Thermo- 
pylae \ 

The  Greeks,  at  the  approach  of  the  enemy*s  fleet,  refolved 
to  abandon  the  (Irait;  but  Themiftocles  retained  them  '.  Two 
hundred  Perfian  velTels  failed  round  the  ifle  of  Eubœai  and 
were  proceeding  to  fhut  in  the  Greeks,  when  a  fécond  tem- 
ped dalhed  them  to  pieces  on  the  rocks  ^«  During  three 
days,  feveral  engagements  took  place,  in  which  the  Greeks 
almoft  always  obtained  the  advantage  :  at  length  they  learned 
that  the  pafs  of  Thermopylae  was  forced,  and  immediately  re- 
treated to  the  ifle  of  Salamis  '. 

During  this  retreat,  Themiflocles,  landed  on  thofe  coafls, 
to  which  the  crews  of  the  enemy's  veiTels  might  be  expeâed 
to  refort,  oti  account  of  the  fprings  of  water  :  he  there  left 
infcriptious,  addrefled  to  the  lonians  in  the  army  of  Xerxes, 
reminding  them,  that  they  were  the  defcendants  of  thofe 
Greeks  againft  whom  they  now  bore  arms.  His  intention 
was  to  induce  them  to. abandon  the  party  o(  that  prince,  or  at 
leaft  to  render  them  fufpeAed  °. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  of  the  Greeks  took  its  dation 
on  the  iflhmus  of  Corinth,  and  now  thought  only  of  difput- 
iog  the  entrance  into  Peloponnefus  "•  This  projeft  difcon* 
certed  the  views  of  the  Athenians,  who  had  hitherto  flatter- 
ed themfelves  that  Boeotia,  not  Attica,  would  be  the  feat  of 


f  Herodot.  lib.  7.  C9p.  1 90. 
S  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  8. 
b  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  II. 
i  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  4  et  5.   Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  11.  p.  11. 

^  Herodot.  ibid.  cap.  7  ct  13. 


1  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  21. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ai.     Juftln.  lib.  % 
c.  12.    Plut,  in  rhemift.  p.  116., 

°  Id.  ibid.  cap.  40.    Ifocr.  Paneg.  t.{. 
p.  166. 
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war.  Abandoned  bj  their  allies,  perhaps  they  would  hav« 
abandoned  themfelves  j  bat  Themiftoclcs,  who  forefavv  every 
future  contingency,  without  dreading  any,  as  he  provided 
for  every  event,  had  adopted  fuch  prudeut  meafures,  that 
this  very  event  fcrved  only  to  juftify  the  fyftein  of  defence 
he  had  conceived  from  the  beginning  of  the  Median  war. 

In  public,  and  in  private,  he  reprefented  to  the  Athenians, 
that  it  was  lime  to  quit  thofe  places  which  the  celeftial  ven- 
geance had  determined  tp  refign  tp  the  fury  of  the  Perfians  ; 
that  the  fleet  offered  them  a  fecure  afylum,  and  that  thej 
would  find  a  new  home  wherever  they  could  prcferve  their 
liberty  :  thefc  difcourfes  he  fcconded  by  oracles,  which  he 
had  obtained  from  the  Pytliia  ;  and  when  the  people  were  af- 
fembled,  an  incident  contrived  by  Themiftocles  finally  deter- 
mined them  to  embrace  his  advice.  Some  priefts  declared, 
that  the  facred  ferpent  fed  in  the  temple  of  Minerva  had  lately 
difappeared  °.  The  goddefs  forfakes  her  abode,  exclaimed 
they  ;  why  fhould  we  delay  to  follow  her  ?  1  he  people  im- 
mediately palTed  the  following  decree,  propofed  by  Themif- 
tocles :  **  That  the  city  Ihould  be  put  under  the  proieâion  of 
Minerva  ;  that  all  tl\e  inhabitants  able  to  bear  arms  Ihould  go 
on  board  the  fhips  ;  and- that  each  individual  fliould  provide 
•for  the  fafcty  of  his  wife,  his  children,  and  flaves  p."  The 
people  were  fo  animated,  that,  on  coming  out  of  the  affcm- 
bly,  they  ftoned  Cyrfiîus  to  death,  who  had  ventured  to  pro- 
pofe  fubmiflion  to  the  Perfians,  and  infixed  the  fame  puniflj- 
ment  on  the  wife  of  that  orator  ^, 

The  execution  of  this  decree  exhibited  a  moft  afR cling 
fcene.  The  inhabitants  of  Atticr^,  obliged  to  quit  their  hemes, 
their  fields,  the  temples  of  their  gods,  and  the  tombs  of  their 
ancerfors,  made  the  plains  refound  with  thtir  doleful  cries. 
The  aged,  whom  thçir  infirn^ties  rendered  it  inipoflible  to 
convey  from  the  city,  were  unable   to   tear  themfelves  fionx 

o  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  4I.     Plut.   I      P  Phit.  in  Themift   p.  116. 
in  ThaiiiH.  p.  116.  1      *^  D.moflh.  dc  Cor.  p.  507. 
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the  arms  of  their  dîfconfolate  families  ;  the  men  capable  of 
Tcrving  the  republic  received  on  the  fea  fliore  the  farewel  and 
lamentations  of  their  wives,  their  children,  and  thofe  to 
whom  they  owed  their  being  ^  :  they  made  them  haftily  em- 
bark in  veffcls  prepared  to  convey  them  to  ^gina,  Trœzene, 
and  Salamis  *,  and  themfelves  immediately  went  on  board  the 
fleet,  overwhelmed  with  an  esccefs  of  afflidtion,  which  wait- 
ed only  for  the  moment  of  revenge- 
Xerxes  was  at  this  time  preparing  to  leave  the  ftraits  of 
Thermopylae  :  the  flight  of  the  Grecian  fleet  had  reftbred  to 
him  all  his  haughtinefs  ;  he  hoped  to  find  among  them  that 
terror  and  difcouragement  which  the  flighted  reverfe  of  for- 
tune occafioned  in  his  own  mind.  Thus  circum (lanced,  fome 
Arcadian  deferters  repaired  to  his  army,  and  were  admitted 
to  his,  prefence.  They  were  aflced  in  what  manner  the  ftates 
of  Peloponnefus  were  employed.  *'  They  are  celebrating  the 
Olympic  games,"  anfwered  they,  "  and  are  bufied  in  dif- 
tributing  crowns  to  the  viftors."  One  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
army  inftantly  exclaiming.  We  are  led  then  againfl:  men  who 
fight  only  for  glory  Î  Xerxes  reproached  him  with  his  cow- 
ardice ;  and  confidering  the  fecurity  of  the  Greeks  as  an  in- 
falt,  hailened  his  departure  ^. 

He  entered  into  Phocis.  The  inhabitants  determined  to 
iacrifice  every  thing  rather  than  betray  the  common  caufe  : 
fome  took  refuge  on  mount  Parnafl*us  ;  others  in  a  neigh- 
bouring ûate  ;  their  fields  were  ravaged,  and  their  cities  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire  and  fword.  Boeotia  fubmitted,  except  Pla- 
tsea  and  Thefpi»,  which  were  razed  tq  their  foundations  **. 
.  After  having  laid  wafte  Attica,  Xerxes  entered  Athens,  where 
he  found  a  few  wretched  old  men  expedtiug  deatfi,  and  a 
fmall  number  of  citizens,  who,  en  the  faith  of  fome  ill  in- 
terpreted -oracles,  had  refolved  to  defend  the  citadel  :    for  fe- 

'  Plut,  in  Themift.  p.  ir;.  I       ^  Herod,  lib.   S.  cap.   zO. 

^  Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  C9p.  41.     Paufan.   I      ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  30. 
lib.  a.  p.  1 8 J.  1 
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veral  days  thej  repulfed  the  redoubled  attacks  of  the  be^ 
fiegers  ;  but,  in  the  end,  fome  threw  themfelves  from  \hc  top 
of  the  walls,  and  others  were  malTacred  in  the  holy  places, 
where  they  had  in  vain  fought  for  an  afylum.  The  city  was 
abandoned  to  pillage,  and  devoted  to  the  flames  ^. 

The  Perfian  fleet  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Ptialerum  ^, 
diftant  twenty  ftadia  from  Athens  "^  -,  that  of  the  Greeks  along 
the  coafts  of  Salamis*  This  iflaqd,  (ituated  oppofite  to  £leu. 
£5  f,  forms  a  fpacious  bay,  which  is  entered  by  two-flraits  ; 
the  one  to  the  eaftward  On  the  fide  of  Attica  ^  the  other  to 
the  wed  on  that  of  Megaris.  The  former,  at  the  entrance 
of  which  is  the  little  iflaud  Pfyttaliit,  may,  in  fome*  places, 
be  from  fevcn  to  eight  Itadia  in  breadth  t,  and  in  others  much 
wider  ;  the  latter  is  not  fo  broad. 

The  burning  of  Athens  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the 
Greeks,  that  the  greater  part  of  them  refolved  to  approach 
the  iflhmus  of  Corinth,  where  (he  land  troops  were  intrench- 
ei.    Their  departure  was  fixed  for  the  next  day  *• 

During  the  night  $,  Thiemiftoçlcs  waited  on  Eurybiades,  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  ',  and  warmly  reprefented  to 
him,  that  if,  in  the  conflcrnation  that  had  taken  poffef&on  of  the 
foldiers,  he  conduced  them  to  places  favourable  to  defertion, 
as  his  authority  would  not  be  fufficient  to  keep  them  on 
board  the  vefiels,  he  would  foon  find  himfelf  without  an  ar« 
myf  and  Greece  be  deprived  of  all  defence. 

In  confequence  of  this  fuggeflion,  Eurybiades  fummoned 
his  generals  to  the  council.  All  of  them  exclaimed  againft 
the  propofition  of  Themiftocles  ;  all,  irritated  at  his  obfLi. 
nacy,  proceeded  to  ofFenfive  language  and  infulting  menaces* 
While  he  was  repelling  with  anger  thefe  indecent  and  tumul- 


*  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  53.     Paufar. 
lib.  10.  cap.  35.  p.  887. 

^   Id.  ibid.   cap.  67.   Paufan.  lib.  8. 
cap.   10.  p.  619. 

*  A  fhort  league. 

t  See  the  plan  of  the  battle  of  Sala- 
mis. 


i  Nearly  a  mile. 

2  Hcrodot.  lib.«.  cap.  56. 

§  The  night  between  the  1 8tli  and 
TQth  of  Oâober  of  the  year  480  before 
Chril>. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  57, 
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tiious  attacks,  he  faw  the  Lacedsemonlan  general  approach 
him,  with  his  uplifted  cane.  He  made  a  paufe,  and  faid  to 
him  without  emotion,  *•  Strike,  but  hear  **."  This  greatnefs 
of  mind  aftoniihed  the  Spartan,  and  occaûoned  a  general  fi- 
lence  ;  when  Themiftocles  refuming  his  fuperiority,  but  care- 
fuHj  avoiding  to  throw  the  lead  furpicion  on  the  tldelitj  of 
the  chiefs  and  troops,  drew  a  lively  pifturc^of  the  advantages 
of  the  poll  they  occupied,  and  the  dangers  of  that  thej 
wiflied  to  take  :  "  Here,"  faid  he,  enclofed  '  witliin  a  (Irait, 
we  ihall  prefent  a  front  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy.  Further 
on,  the  innumerable  fleet  of  the  Perllans,  having  room  to  ex- 
tend itfelf,  will  farround  us  on  all  (ides.  By  fighting  at  Sa« 
lamis,  we  fliall  preferve  that  ifland,  in  which  are  our  wives 
and  children  ;  we  fliall  preferve  the  ifland  of  ^gina,  and  the 
city  of  Megara,  whofe  inhabitants  are  members  of  the  con- 
federation ',  if  we  retire  to  the  ifthmus,  we  fliall  ]ofe  thefe 
important  places»  and  you,  Eurybiades,  will  have  to  reproach 
yourfelf  with  having  drawn  the  enemy  on  the  coafts  of  Pelo* 
ponnefus  *^." 

At  thefe  words,  Adimantus,  chief  of  the  Corinthians,  an 
avowed  Partifan  of  the  contrary  opinion,  again  had  recourfe 
to  iafult.  "  Is  it  for  a  man,*'  faid  he,  "  who  has  neither 
home  nor  habitation,  to  give  laws  to  Greece  ?  Let  Themif« 
tocles  referve  his  councils  for  the  time  when  he  fliall  be  able 
to  flatter  himfelf  he  has  a  country." '*  What  then  !"  ex- 
claims Themiflocles,  **  fliall  any  man  dare,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Greeks,  to  impute  to  us  as  a  crime,  that  we  have  aban* 
doaed  a  ufelefs  pile  of  ftones  to  avoid  flavery  !  Wretched  A- 
dimantus  !  Athens  is  deftroyed,  but  the  Athenians  flill  exifl  ; 
they  poflefs  a  country  a  thoufand  times  more  flourifliing  than 
yonrs,  in  thefe  two  hundred  veflels  that  belong  to  them,  and 
which  I  command  :  I  ftill  ofier  them  ;  but  they  fliall  remaixx 
where  they  now  are.     If  their  afliftance  be  refufed,  be  the 


2>  Plat. Jn  Thémiaocl  p.  z  1 7«  1      ^  Herodot.  lib.  S.  cap.  6x.  Diod.  Sîc. 

'  lib.  II.  p.  13. 
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Greek,  who  now  hears  me,  whom  he  may,  he  fliall  foon 
learn  that  the  Athenians  poflefs  a  city  more  opulent,  and 
fields  more  fertile,  than  thofe  which  they  have  loll  **."  And 
addreffing  himfelf  immediately  to  Eurybiades,  **  It  now," 
faid  he,  "  lies  with  you  to  choofe  between  the  honour  of 
faving  Greece,  or  the  difgrace  of  having  caufed  its  ruin.  I 
only  declare  to  you,  that  after  your  departure,  we  will  em- 
bark our  wives  and  children,  and  proceed  to  Italy,  to  found 
a  power  heretofore  promifed  us  by  the  oçaclc.  When  you 
ihall  have  lofl  fuch  allies  as  the  Athenians,  you  will  perhaps 
call  to  remembrance  the  words  of  Themiilocles  *." 

The  commanding  fîrmnefs  of  the  Athenian  general  was  of 
fuch  effect,  that  Eurybiades  gave  orders  that  the  fleet  fliould 
not  quit  the  Shores  of  Salamis« 

Similar  confultations  were  held  at  the  fame  time  in  both 
the  fleets.  Xerxes  had  convoked  on  board  one  of  his  veflels 
the  leaders  of  the  particular  divifions  of  which  his  naval  ar- 
mament was  compofed.  Thefe  were  the  kings  of  Sidon, 
Tyre,  Cilicia,  Cyprus,  and  a  number  of  other  petty  fovc- 
reigns  or  defpots,  dependants  or  tributaries  of  Pcrfia,  In  this 
augufl  aflembly  appeared  alfo  Artemifia,  queen  of  Halicar- 
naffus  and  fome  neighbouring  iflands  ;  a  princefs  whom  hone 
of  the  generals  furpafied  in  courage,  nor  equalled  in  pru- 
dence ^  who  had  followed  Xerxes  without  compulfion,  and 
might  fpeak  the  truth  to  him  without  giving  him  offence. 

.  When  the  generals  were  affembled,  and  had  taken  their 
places  according  to  their  ranks,  the  queftion  for  deliberation 
was  propofed,  which  was,  whether  they  fliould  make  a  new 
attack  on  the  Grecian  fleet.  Mardonius  arofe  to  colleâ  the 
fuflrages. 

The  king  of  Sidon,  and  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  vot- 
ed afier  him,  being  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the  great 
king,  declared  themfelves  for  the  battle.     But  Artemifia  thus 

d  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  61.     Plut.  in  I      ^  Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  62. 
Tbcniiil.  p.  XI 7.  I      ^  Id-  ibid.  cap.  loi. 
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ftdJrclTcd  MarJonîus,:  "  Repeat  precîfcly  to  Xerxes  what  I 
am  now  about  to  fay  to  you  : — My  lord,  after  what  palTtd 
in  the  late  naval  fight,  no  perfon  will  fufpca  me  of  weaknefs 
or  of  cowardice.  My  zeal  this  day  obliges  me  to  give  you  a 
falntary  counfel.  Do  not  hazard  a  battle,  the  confecjuences 
of  which  would  be  ufelefs  or  fatal  to  your  glory.  Is  not  the 
principal  obje£l  of  your  expeditioi.  accompUflied  ?  You  are 
inafter  of  Athens,  and  you  will  foon  be  fo  of  the  reft  of  Greece. 
By  keeping  your  fleet  in  action,  that  of  your  enemies,  which  is 
provided  with  fubfiftence  only  for  a  few  days,  will  of  itfelf 
difperfe.  Do  you  wilb  to  accelerate  that  moment  ;  fend  your 
vcffela  to  the  coafls  of  Peloponnefus  ;  conduft  your  land 
forces  towards  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth,  and  you  will  fee  the 
Grecian  troops  fly  to  the  fuccour  of  their  country.  I  dread 
a  battle,  bccaufe,  fo  far  from  procuring  advantages,  it  would 
endanger  both  your  armies  ;  I  dread  it,  becaufe  I  know  the 
fuperiority  of  the  Grecian  navy.  You  are,  my  lord,  the 
beft  of  mafters  ;  but  you  have  very  wretched  fcrvants. 
And  what  confidence,  after  all,  can  ycu  place  in  that  croivj 
of  Egyptians,  Cypriots,  Cilicians,  and  Pamphilians,  who  fill 
the  grcateft  part  of  your  vcfiels  '  ?" 

Mardonius  having  colle£ted  all  the  voices,  made  his  report 
to  Xerxes,  who,  after  lavifhing  the  higliefl  encomiums  on 
the  queen  of  Halicarnaflus,  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  ad- 
vice of  that  princeis  with  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
council.  He  gave  order's  that  the  fleet  iliould  advance  to- 
wards the  ifle  of  Salamis,  while  the  army  marched  towards 
the  ifthmus  of  Corinth  **. 

This  ftep  produced  the  cfllft  forefeen  by  Artemifia.  The 
greater  part  of  the  generals  of  the  Grecian  fleet  exclaimed 
that  it  was  now  time  to  haften  to  the  f jccour  of  Peloponne- 
fus. The  oppofition  of  the  -^Eginelaî,  Megareans,  and  A- 
ihenrans,    protraâcd   the  deliberation  ;    but  Themiftocles  at 

2  Hcrodoc.  lib.  8.  cap.  68.  ^  I  J.  ibid.  cap.  69  ct  71. 
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length  perceiving  that  the  contrary  opinion  was  prevalent  in 
the  council  ',  made  a  lall  cflFort  to  prevent  its  confeqncnces. 

A  man  was  fent  during  the  night  *  to  give  informatioa 
from  him  to  the  chiefs  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  that  part  of  the 
Greeks,  and  a  general  of  the  Athenians  at  their  head,  were 
difpofed  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  king  -,  that  the  remainder, 
feized  with  confternation,  were  meditating  a  hally  retreat  ; 
and  that,  enfeebled  as  they  were  by  divilions,  if  they  faw^ 
themfelves  fuddenly  furrounded  by  the  Perfian  forces,  they 
would  be  compelled  to  lay  down  their  arms,  or  turn  them  a« 
gainft  themfelves  ^. 

Tlie  Perfians  immediately  advanced,  under  favour  of  the 
darknefs,  and,  after  blocking  up  the  avenues  by  which  the 
Greeks  might  have  efcaped  ',  they  ftationed  four  hundred 
men  ^  in  the  ifland  of  Pfyttalia,  fituated  between  the  conti- 
nent and  the  eaftern  point  of  Salamis  ;  at  which  place  the 
battle  was  to  be  fought  °. 

At  this  moment  Ariftides,  whom  Themiftocles  had  fome 
time  before  reftored  to  the  wiihes  of  the  Athenians  **,  croffed 
from  the  ifls  of  ^gina  to  the  Grecian  fleet  :  he  had  perceived 
this  movement  of  the  Perfians  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at 
Salamis,  repaired  to  the  place  where  the  generals  were  af- 
fembled,  fent  for  Themiftocles,  and  faid  to  him  :  "  It  is  time 
to  forget  our  idle  and  puerile  diflfenfions.  One  only  intereft 
ought  to  animate  us  this  day,  that  of  faving  Greece,  you  by 
giving  orders,  and  1  by  carrying  them  into  execution.  Tell 
the  Greeks  that  deliberation  now  is  out  of  the  quefl:ion,  and 
that  the  enemy  has  juft  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  paffages 
that  might  favour  their  flight.'*  Themiftocles,  much  aflFea- 
ed  with  the  noble  conduft  of  Ariftides,  difcovered  to  him  the 
ftratagem  he  had  employed  to  induce  the  Perfians  to  aâ  as 


i  Lycurg.  in  Leocr.  p.  156. 

*  Id  the  night  between  tbe  19th  and 
20th  of  Oâûbcr  of  the  year  480  before 
Chrift. 

k  Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  75.  Dîod. 
Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  14.     Plut,  in  Them. 


p.  118.     Ncp  in  Themift".  cap.^. 

1  -ffifchyl.  in  Per£  v.  366.    DioA» 
ibid. 

^  Paufan.  lib.  r.  cap,  36.  p.  88, 

"  Hcrodot.  Ub.  8.  cap.  76. 

•^Piut.  ill  Thenuu.  p.  117. 
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tîiey  had  done,  and  begged  him  to  enter  the  council  p.  The 
relation  of  Ariftides,  confirmed  by  other  Tvitneffes  who  fuc^ 
ccflivcly  arrived,  broke  up  the  ajQTembly,  and  the  Greeks  pre- 
pared for  battle. 

By  the  reinforcements  which  had  been  received  by  both 
fleets,  that  of  the  Perfîans  amounted  to  tjvelve  hundred  and 
feven  veflels,  and  that  of  the  Greeks  to  three  hundred  and 
eighty  *>•  At  break  of  day,  Themiftocles  embarked  his  fol- 
diers.  The  Grecian  fleet  formed  in  the  eaftern  ftrait  :  the 
Athenians  were  on  the  right  ^,  and  oppofite  to  the  Phoeni- 
cians ;  the  left,  compofed  of  Lacedaemonians,  ^ginetae,  and 
Megareans,  was  oppofed  to  the  lonians  •. 

Xerxes  wifliing  to  animate  his  army  by  his  prefence,  placed 
himfelf  upon  a  neighbouring  eminence,  furrounded  by  fe- 
cretaries,  who  were  to  defcribe  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
engagement  ^  As  foon  as  he  appeared,  the  two  wings  of  the 
l^erfians  began  to  move,  and  advanced  as  far  as  beyond  the 
ifland  of  Pfyttalia.  They  preferved  their  lines  as  long  as 
they  were  able  to  extend  them  ;  but  were  compelled  to  break 
their  order,  as  they  approached  the  ifland  and  the  continent **• 
Befides  this  difadvantage,  they  had  to  contend  witli  a  con- 
trary wind  *,  and  the  heavinefs  of  their  veflels,  which  were 
extremely  unwieldy  in  manoeuvring,  and  which,  fo  far  from 
being  able  mutually  to  fupport,  were  perpetually  embar raf- 
fing and  flriking  againd  each  oth^. 

The  fate  of  the  battle  depended  on  the  operations  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  Greeks,  and  of  the  Perfian  left.  There 
were  placed  the  choiceft  forces  of  both  fleets.  The  Phoeni- 
cians and  Athenians  alternately  prefled  and  repulfed  each 
other  ia  the  ftrait.  Ariabignes,  one  of  the  brothers  of 
Xerxes,  condufted  the  former  to  the  combat,  as  if  he  had 


P  Plut,  in  Thcmift.  p.  1 18  ;  in  Arift. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  184.  Id.  lib. 
S.  cap.  66  ct  8z. 

*■  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  83.  DIod.  Sic.  lib. 
II.   p.  15. 


«  W.  ibid.  cap.  85. 
'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  69  ct  90.     Plut,  in 
Thcmift.  p.  ti8. 

"  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  ii.  p.  15. 

*  Plut,  in  Thcmiftocl.  p.  II9. 
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been  leading  them  to  viftorj.  Themîftocîcs  was  prefent  ^vtrf 
■where,  and  braved  everj  danger.  Whilft  he  was  reaninnat- 
ing  or  moderating  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  Ariabignes  ad- 
vanced, and  ihowered  on  him,  as  from  the  fumaiit  o(  a  ram- 
part, a  cloud  of  darts  and  arrows.  At  the  very  înftant,  an 
Athenian  galley  ruflied  with  impetuofitj  on  the  Phœnician 
admiral  ;  and  the  indignant  young  prince,  leaping  on  board 
the  galley,  fell  immediately  covered  with  wounds  y. 

The  death  of  their  leader  fpread  conflernation  among  the 
Phoenicians,  and  the  multiplicity  of  chiefs  created  a  confufion 
that  accelerated  their  deftruéiion  :  their  huge  veflels  driven 
on  the  rocks  of  the  adjacent  coafts,  dafhed  againfl  each  other^ 
and  their  fides  laid  open  by  the  beaks  of  the  Athenian  gal- 
leys, covered  the  fea  with  wrecks  ;  even  the  fuccours  that 
%vere  fent  them  fcrvcd  only  to  increafe  their  confufion  ^.  Iti 
vain  did  the  Cypriots  and  the  other  nations  of  the  eafl  attempt 
to  renew  the  battle  :  after  a  long  refiflance,  they  dlfperfed, 
and  followed  the  example  of  the  Phœnicians  *. 

Not  content  with  this  advantage,  Themiflocles  led  his  vic- 
torious wing  to  the  fufccour  of  the  Lacedaemonians  and  the 
other  allies,  who  were  defending  themfelves  againil  the  lo- 
nians.  As  the  latter  had  read  the  infcriptions  left  by  The- 
miilocles  on  the  coafts  of  £ubœa,  exhorting  them  to  forfake 
the  party  of  the  Pcrfians,  it  is  alleged  that  fome  of  them 
joined  the  Greeks  during  the  engagement,  or  were  only  at- 
tentive to  fpare  them.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  they  in 
general  fought  with  valour,  nor  thought  of  a  retreat  till  they 
were  attacked  by  the  whole  of  the  Grecian  fleet.  At  this 
junfture  Artemifia,  furrounded  by  enemies,  and  on  the  point 
of  falling  into  the  hands  oi  an  Athenian  in  clofe  purfuit  of 
her,  had  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of  finking  a  vefiel  of  the 
Perfian  fleet.     The  Athenian,  pcrfuaded  by  this  manœuvre 


y  Plut,  in  Themiftocl.  p.  1 19.    He  I       '''  JEfchyl.  in  Pcrf.  v.  413.     Herod, 
rodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  89.  I  lib.  8.  cap.  80. 

I      *  DioÛor.  Sic.  lib.  ii.  p.  15. 
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that  the  queen  had  deferted  the  caufe  of  the  Perfians»  de&fted 
from  the  purfuit  ;  and  Xerses,  fuppoCng   that  the  vefiel  he    4 
iaw  fink  belonged  to  the  Greeks,  could  not  refrain  from  re- 
marking, that  on  this  day  the  men  had  behaved  like  women, 
and  the  women  like  men  ^. 

The  Perûan  fleet  retired  to  the  port  of  Phalerum  ^.  Two 
hundred  of  their  velTels  had  been  deflrojed,  and  a  great  num- 
ber taken  :  the  Greeks  loft  only  forty  galleys  **.  The  battle 
was  fought  on  the  twentieth  of  Boedromion,  in  the  firft  year 
of  the  feventy-fifth  Olympiad*. 

The  names  of  the  nations  and  individuals  who  diftinguifh- 
ed  themfelves  the  moft  are  ftill  'preferved.  Among  the  for- 
mer were  the  ^ginetas  and  the  Athenians  ;  among  the  lat- 
ter, Polycritus  of  iEgina,  and  two  Athenians,  Eumenes  and 
Aminias  ^. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  battle,  Xerxes  was  agitated 
bj  joy,  apprehenfion,  and  defpair.  He  alternately  lavifhed 
promifes,  and  diâated  fanguinary  orders  ;  making  his  fecre- 
taries  enregider  the  names  of  thofe  who  fignalized  themfclves 
in  the  aâion,  and  his  flaves  put  to  death  the  officers  who  ap- 
proached him  to  juftify  their  condu^  ^  At  length,  no  long- 
er fupported  by  hope  or  rage,  he  funk  into  a  (late  of  profound 
dejeâion  ;  and,  though  he  had  forces  fufficient  to  fubdue  the 
world,  he  faw  his  fleet  ready  to  revolt,  and  the  Greeks  pre- 
paring to  burn  the  bridge  of  boats  he  had  thrown  over  the 
Hellefpont,  A  fpeedy  flight  might  have  delivered  him  from 
thcfe  idle  terrors  *  ;  but  fome  remains  of  a  fenfe  of  decency 
or  pride  not  allowing  him  to  manifeft  fo  much  weaknefs  in 
the  fight  of  his  enemies  and  courtiers,  he  ordered  prepara- 
tions to  be  made  for  a  new  attack,  and  a  caufeway  to  be 
formed  to  join  the  ifland  of  Salamis  to  the  continent. 


b  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  88, 

^  Id.  ibid,  cap  91  ct  93. 

<1  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  il.  p.  16. 

*  The  aoth  of  Oôobcr  of  the  year. 


480  before  Chrift.     Dodwell.  in  Thu- 
cyd.  p.  49. 

^   Hcrtidot.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.^. 

^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  16. 

K  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  97. 
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He  nelct  fent  away  a  courier  to  Sofa,  as  he  had  dlfpatche^ 
one  after  the  taking  of  Athens.  On  the  arrival  of  the  firft, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  vaft  city  flocked  to  the  temples»  and 
burnt  perfumes  in  the  flreets  firewed  over  with  myrtle  branchi- 
es ;  on  the  arrival  of  the  fécond,  they  rent  their  garments, 
and  every  place  refounded  with  cries,  groans^  exclamations 
of  fear  for  the  fafety  of  the  king,  and  imprecations  againit 
Mardpnius,  the  firft  author  of  the  war  K 

The  PerCans  and  Greeks  were  in  expedation  of  a  new 
battle  ;  but  Mardonius  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  the 
orders  given  by  Xerxes  :  he  read  in  the  foul  of  that  prince 
nothing  but  the  meanef)  fentiments  combined  with  projeâs  of 
revenge,  to  which  he  poffibly  might  fall  a  viâim.  '•  My 
lord,'*  faid  he,  approaching  him,  *'  deign  to  recal  your 
courage  :  your  expeâations  were  not  founded  on  your  fleet, 
but  on  that  formidable  army  with  which  you  have  intrufted 
me.  The  Greeks  are  no  more  able  to  refift  you  now  than 
heretofore  :  nothing  can  fhelter  them  from  the  puniihment 
due  to  their  ancient  offences,  and  the  fruitlefs  advantage  they 
have  lately  gained.  If  we  determine  on  a  retreat,  we  fliall 
for  ever  be  the  objefts  of  their  derifion  j  and  the  opprobrium 
that  has  fallen  on  the  Phoenicians,  the  Egyptians,  and  otlier 
nations  who  fought  on  board  your  veffels,  will  recoil  on  your, 
faitliful  Perfians.  Suffer  me  to  propofe  another  method  to 
fave  their  glory  and  your  own  :  I  would  advife  you  to  lead 
back  the  greater  part  of  your  troops  to  Perfia,  and  leave  mc 
three  hundred  thoufand  men,  with  whom  I  ihall  be  able  to 
reduce  ail  Greece  '. 

Xerxes,  who  in  his  own  mind  was  rejoiced  at  the  propofal, 
affembled  bis  council,  admitted  to  it  Artemi&a,  and  requefled 
her  opinion  on  the  projcft  of  Mardonius.  The  queen,  dif- 
gufled  no  doubt  with  ferving  fuch  a  prince,  and  perfuaded 
that  there  are  conjunâures  in  which  to   deliberate  implies  a 

^  Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  99.  I        »  Hcrodot.  lib.  t,  cap.  100.    Juftio. 

I  lib.  2.  cap.  13. 
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(rrriotts  itfolutton,  tiiyriki  him  to  return  as  foon  t9  pofiible 
to  hi»  domiDions.  I  flkall  report  part  of  her  anfwer,  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  language  of  the  court  of  Stifa  :  **  Leave  t« 
Mardooius  the  care  of  completing  yont-  work.  If  he  foe- 
ctedSy  yours  will  be  aH  the  glory  j  if  he  perifhes,  or  is  de- 
feated, jont  empire  will  not^  on  that  account,  be  {taken,  nor 
Perfia  conGder  the  lofs  of  a  battle  as  any  great  misfortant, 
when  yon  ihall  have  fecurcd  your  pcrfon  *^." 

Xerxes  no  longer  made  any  delay.  His  fleet  had  or- 
ders to  repair  immediate^  to  the  Hellefpont^  and  watch  over 
the  prefervation  of  the  bridge  of  boats  '  ;  that  of  the  Greeka 
parfned  it  as  far  as  the  ifle  of  Andros.  Themiftocles  and  the 
Athenians  iviibed  to  come  up  with  it,  and  then  bum  the 
bridge}  but Enrybiades  Orongly  reprefentiog,  that  faf  from 
ibnttifig  up  the  Perfians  in  Greece,  it  w^  theit  intereft,  if 
pofEMe^  to  procure  them  new  paffages  to  facilitate  their  re- 
trear,  the  army  of  the  allies  fnfpended  the  purfuit,  and  foon 
after  proceeded  to  tbe  port  of  Pagafa,  tvhere  it  pafled  the 
winter. 

Themiftocles  now  procured  fecret  intelligence  to  be  con- 
veyed to  Xerxes.  Some  allege,  that  wiihing,  in  cafe  of  his 
difgrace,  to  fecnre  himfelf  an  afylum  at  the  court  of  that 
prince,  he  made  a  merit  of  having  diverted  the  G^eektf 
from  their  intended  projeft  of  burning  the  bridge  °^.  Ac- 
cording to  others,  he  warned  the  king,  that,  unlefs  hé 
haftened  his  departure,  the  Greeks  would  cut  off  hi»  retreat 
to  Afia  ^i  Be  this  as  it  may,  fome  days  after  the  battle,  the 
king  took  the  road  to  Theffaly,  where  Mardonius  fent  into 
winter  quarters  the  three  hundred  thoufand  men  he  had  de- 
manded and  chofen  from  the  whole  army  ^  :  thence  purfuing 


k  Hei^ot.  lib.  8.  cap.  toa. 
I  id.  ihid.  c«p.  X07. 
^  Id.  ibid.  op.  lie. 


°  Plut,  in  Tbemift.  p.  im.  Hep* 
in  Themiil.  cap.  5.  Biod.  Sic.  lib.  XI. 
p.  16. 

^  Heredot.'Ub.  8.  cap.  1x3» 
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his  route,  be  arrived  on  the  borders  of  the  Hellefpont  with  a 
verj  inconfiderable  number  of  troops  ^  ;  the  remainder,  for 
want  of  provifioos,  had  periihed  bj  diforders,  or  difperfed 
themfelires  over  Macedonia  and  Thrace.  To  complete  his 
misfortune,  the  bridge  no  longer  remained,  having  been  de- 
firojed  bj  a  tempeft.  The  king  threw  himfdf  into  a  boat, 
paffed  the  fea  as  a  fugitive  *,  about  fix  months  after  he  had 
croiTed  it  as  a  conqueror  %  and  repaired  to  Phrjrgia  to  build 
fumptuous  palaces,  which  he  ftudiouflj  took  care  to  for- 
tify ^ 

The  firft  care  of  the  viâors,  after  the  battle,  was  to  tranC- 
mit  to  Delphi  the  firft  fruits  of  the  fpoils  they  had  divided  : 
the  generals  next  proceeded  to  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth  ;  and» 
agreeably  to  a  cuftom  refpedable  from  its  antiquity,  and  ftiU 
more  to  from  the  emulation  it  infpires,  afiembled  near  the 
altar  of  Neptune,  to  decree  crowns  to  thofe  among  them  who 
had  moft  contributed  to  the  viâory.  The  decifion  was  not 
pronounced,  each  of  the  chiefs  adjudging  the  firft  prize  to 
hiœfelf,  whilft  the  greater  part  of  them  allowed  the  fécond  to 
be  due  to  ThemiSocles. 

Though,  in  confequence,  it  was  impoffible  to  difpute  with 
him  the  firft  in  the  opinion  of  the  public,  he  wiftkcd  to  ob- 
tain an  effeâive  tefiimony  in  his  favour  from  the  Spartans, 
who  received  him  at  Lacedsemon  with  that  high  refpeû  they 
themfelves  merited,  and  made  him  a  participator  in  the  ho- 
nours they  decreed  to  Eurybiades.  A  crown  of  olive  was 
the  reward  of  both.  At  his  departure  he  received  new  ap- 
plaufes  :  a  prefent  was  made  him  of  the  moft  beautiful  cha- 
riot to  be  found  in  Lacedsemon  j  and  to  beftow  on  him  a  di- 
ftinâion  equally  novel  and  illuftrious,  three  hundred  youths 
on  horfeback,  chofen  from  the  firft  families  of  Sparta,  were 
ordered  to  accompany  him  to  the  frontiers  of  Laconia  *• 


P  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.'  115.  I      ^  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  ii  et  115. 

*  The  4th  of  December  of  the  year  I      '  Xenoph.  Ezped.  Cyr.  L  t.  p.  z^ô* 
480  before  Cbrilt    Dodwell,  p.  50.      i     *  {ierodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  za4. 
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til  the  me^tt  time,  Mardonius  Was  preparing  to  terminate  a 
War  fo  difgraceful  to  Perfia  :  he  added  freOi  troops  to  thofe 
kft  him  by  Xerxes^  without  perceiving  that  to  increafe  their 
aumber  was  to  enfeeble  them  ;  he  by  turns  folicited  all  the 
•racks  of  Greece  '  ;  he  fetit  defiances  to  the  allied  nations,- 
and  propofed  to  them  for  the  field  of  battle  the  plains  of 
BoBotia,  or  thofe  of  Theffaly  :  in  fine,  refolving  to]detach  the 
Athenians  from  the  league,  he  fent  to  Athens  Alexander 
king  of  Macedonia,  who  was  conneâed  with  them  bj  the 
ties  of  hofpitality  "• 

This  prince,  admitted  to  the  alTemblj  of  the  people  at  the 
£ime  time  with  the  ambaflkdors  of  Lacedsemon  commiffioned 
to  fniftrate  the  négociation,  fpoke  as  follows  :  **  Thus  faith 
Mardonius  :  I  have  received  an  order  fronx  the  king  conceived 
in  thefe  words-^I  forget  the  offences  of  the  Athenians.  Mar- 
donius, execute  mj  will  ;  redore  to  that  people  their  lands  ; 
give  them  others,  if  they  defire  it  j  preferve  to  them  their 
laws,  and  rebuild  the  temples  I  have  burnt.  I  thought  pro« 
per  to  inform  jou  of  the  intentions  of  my  mader  ;  and  I  add, 
it  is  a  folly  on  your  part  to  attempt  to  refill  the  Perfians  ;  and 
a  itill  greater  folly  to  pretend  to  refift  them  long.  If  we  even 
fuppofe,  contrary  to  all  probability,  that  you  (hould  gain  the 
viftory,  another  army  would  foon  deprive  you  of  the  honour. 
Ruih  not  therefore  on  deftruâion  ;  bat  let  a  treaty  of  peace, 
concluded  with  mntual  fecurity,  refcue  from  danger  your  ho- 
nour and  your  liberty.*^  Alexander,  after  relating  this  mef- 
iage,  laboured  to  convince  the  Athenians  that  they  were  not 
in  a  condition  to  contend  with  the  power  of  Perfia,  and  con- 
jured them  to  prefer  the  friendfhip  of  Xerxes  to  every  other 
intereft  *. 

**  Liften  not  to  the  perfidious  counfels  of  Alexander,  ex* 
claimed  the  ambafladors  from  Lacedsemon.  He  is  a  tyrant 
who  ferves  another  tyrant  :  by  an  unworthy   artifice  he  has 


f  Hcrodot.  Hb.  S.  cap.  133.  I      ^  Herodot.  lib,  8.  cap.  140. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  136.  | 
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Adfified  the  inftruâions  of  Mardonius.  The  oftrs  he  makes 
jou  on  his  pttit  are  too  (educing  not  to  be  fufpicioas.  Yon 
cannot  accept  them,  without  trampling  under  foot  the  laws 
of  juftice  and  of  honour.  Was  it  not  jou  bj  whom  this  war 
was  kindled  ?  And  (hall  thofe  Athenians  who  have  at  all  times 
ihown  themfelves  the  mod  zealous  defenders  of  libertj,  be 
the  firft  authors  of  our  flaverj  >  Lacedsemon,  who  makes 
thefe  reprefentatiens  to  you  by  our  mouths,  eommilèratts 
the  wretched  date  to  which  your  ruined  houfes  and  your  ra« 
▼aged  fields  reduce  you  :  Ihe  propofes  to  you,  in  her  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  her  allies,  to  maintain,  and  preferre  for 
you  in  truft,  for  the  remainder  of  the  war,  your  wives,  your 
children,  and  your  flaves  7.'* 

The  Athenians  propofed  the  matter  for  deliberation  ;  and, 
agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  Ariftides,  it  was  refolved  to  an- 
fwer  the  king  of  Macedonia,  that  he  might  have  difpenfed 
with  his  intelligence,  that  their  forces  were  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  enemy,  but  that  they  were  not  on  that  account  lefs 
difpofed  to  make  the  moft  vigorous  refiftance  to  the  barba- 
rians ;  and  counfelled  him,  when  he  had  fncb  bafe  pmpofi- 
tions  to  offer  to  them  in  future,  not  to  appear  in  their  pre- 
fence,  nor  expofe  them  to  violate,  in  his  perfoui  the  rights 
of  hofpitality  and  friendfhip  '• 

It  was  alfo  determined  that  they  fliould  anfwer  to  the  Lace- 
daemonians, that  if  Sparta  had  known  the  Athenians  better, 
ihe  would  not  have  fuppofed  them  capable  of  fuch  treachery, 
nor  have  endeavoured  to  retain  them  in  her  alliance  by  in- 
terefted  motives  ;  that  they  would  provide,  as  well  as  they 
could^  for  the  necefHtics  of  their  families,  and  thanked  the 
allies  for  their  generous  offers  ;  that  tliey  were  attached  to  the 
league  by  (acred  and  indiflbluble  ties,  and  that  the  only  fiivour 
they  demanded  of  the  allies^  was  to  fend  them  fpeedy  fac- 

y  Herodot,  lib.  S.  cap,  14s.  |     *  Henàot.  lib.  8.  cap.  143.    Lj- 
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coarSt  as  k  was  time  to  march  iato  BoBOtiat  and  ptaveat  the 
eaeoajr  from  penetratiag  a  fécond  time  into  Attica  *• 

The  ambalTadors  being  agaia  admittedt  Ariftides  canfed  the 
decrees  to  be  read  ia  their  prefence  1  then  foddenlj  ratfing  hia 
▼oice,  *'  Ambafladors  of  Lacedsmon,"  faid  he»  '*  inform  the 
Spartans,  that  all  the  gold  that  circulates  où  the  earth,  or 
that  ftill  lies  hidden  within  its  bowels,  is  nothing  in  our  eyes 
to  the  value  of  our  liberty.  And  you,  Alexander,  addrefling 
himlielf  to  that  prince,  and  pôiifting  to  the  fmi,  fiiy  to  Mar* 
donius,  that  as  long  as  yon  luminary  fliall  revolve  in  the  path 
marked  out  for  him  in  the  heavens,  the  Athenians  will  pur- 
fue  the  king  of  Perfia,  till  they  Audi  hare  fatisfied  the  Ven- 
geance due  to  their  desolated  Selds,  and  their  temples  reduced 
to  aûies  ^J*  To  give  fiill  greater  folemnity  to  this  engage- 
ment, he  kiftantty  procured  a  decree  to  be  pafled^  by  whicl^ 
the  prieils  ihould  devote  to  the  infernal  deities  all  thofie  who 
maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the  Perfians,  or  detached 
themfelves  from  the  confederation  of  the  Greek». 

Mardonius,  informed  of  the  refolution  of  the  Athenians, 
inftantly  marched  his  troops  into  Borotia,  and  thence  poured 
them  into  Attica,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  a  fécond  time, 
took  refuge  ^n  the  ifle  of  Salamis  ^.  He  was  fo  flattered  with 
gaining  poffeffion  of  a  deferted  country,  that  by  fignals  placed 
from  diftance  to  diftance^  either  on  the  ifles  or  continent,  he 
g^ve  notice  of  it  to  Xerxes^  who  was  fiill  at  Sardes  in  Lydia'  : 
he  attempted  likewife  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  fuccefs,  to  open 
a  new  négociation  with  the  Athenians  ;  but  he  received  the 
fame  anfwer  as  before  -,  and  Lycidas,  one  of  the  fenatots,  who 
had  propofbd  to  liften  to  the  offers  of  the  Pcrfian  general,  was 
fioned  to  death  with  his  wife  and  children  *• 

In  the  mean  time;  the  allies,  inftead  of  fending  an  army,  aa 
bad  been  agreed  on,  into  Attica,  f^^^tifie^  themfelves  on  the 


*  Herodot  lib.  S.  cap.  144*  I      ^  Diod.  Sic.  liK  II.  p.  93. 

b  Id.  ibid.  cap.  143.    Plut,  in  Ariû.  I      ^  Herodoc.  lib.  9.  cap.  |. 
344*  I      ^  U*  îbid.  cap.  5. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


P-3a4* 

K  iij 


150  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

Ifthmus  of  Corinth,  and  appeared  attentive  onlj  to  the  de« 
fence  of  the  Peloponnefus  ^.  The  Atheoians,  alarmed  at  this 
projeft,  fent  ambafTadors  to  Lacedœmon,  where  feftivals  were 
celebrating  which  were  to  lad  for  foaae  days  :  thej  made 
known  their  complaints,  bat  the  anfwer  was  deferred  from 
day  to  day.  Offended  at  length  with  an  inaâion  and  a  filence 
which  too  ju^lj  entitled  them  to  fufped  fome  perfidy»  they 
prefented  themfelves,  for  the  laft  time,  to  the  ephori,  and 
declared  that  Athens,  betrayed  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  and 
abandoned  by  the  other  allies,  was  refolved  to  turn  her  arms 
againft  them,  by  making  her  peace  with  the  Perfians, 

The  ephori  replied,  that  the  preceding  night  they  had  fent 
off,  under  the  conduâ  of  Paufanias,  guardian  of  the  young 
king  Pliftarchus,  five  thou&nd  S'partans,  and  thirty-five  thou-» 
fand  llaves,  or  Helots,  lightly  armed  ^.  Thefe  troops,  which 
were  prefently  increafed  by  five  tboufand  Lacedcemonians» 
forming  a  junâion  with  the  confederated  cities,  marched  from 
Eleufis,  and  proceeded  into  Boeotia,  whither  Mardonius  had 
brought  back  his  army  ^* 

He  had  prudently  avoided  coming  to  an  engagement  In  At* 
tica.  As  that  country  is  interfered  by  heights  and  defiles,  he 
would  neither  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  extend  his  cavalry 
in  the  battle^  nor  to  fecure  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  a  defeat»  Boeo* 
tia,  on  the  contrary,  afforded  fpacious  plains,  a  fertile  coun- 
try, and  a  number  of  cities  ready  to  receive  the  remains  of 
his  army  ;  for,  excepting  the  inhabitants  of  Platsea  and  Thef« 
piae»  all  the  dates  of  that  part  of  Greece  had  declared  in  favour 
of  the  Perfians. 

Mardonius  pitched  his  camp  in  the  dain  of  Thebes,  along 
the  river  Afopus,  the  left  bank  of  which  he  occupied  as  far 
as  the  frontiers  of  the  country  of  the  Plataeans  *.  To  encloTe 
bis  baggagç,  and  fecure  to  himfelf  a  place  of  retreat^  he  caufed 

f  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  6.  I       '^  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  19. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ix.  |       *  See  plan  of  the  battle  of  Platata» 
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9,  fpaee  of  ten  fiadia  fquare  *,  to  be  furrounded  with  a  deep 
^tch,  and  likewife  with  walls  and  wooden  towers  K  The 
Oreeks  were  in  his  front,  at  the  foot  and  on  the  declivity  of 
Mount  Cithaeron.  '  Ariftides  commanded  the  Athenians»  and 
Panlanias  the  whole  army  f. 

Here  the  generals  drew  up  the  following  form  of  an  oath, 
which  was  taken  with  eagernefs  by  the  foldiers  :  ^*  I  will  not 
prefer  life  to  liberty  ;  I  will  not  abandon  my  leaders,  neither 
during  their  lives,  nor  after  their  death  ;  I  will  beftow  the 
honours  of  fepulture  on  fuch  of  the  allies  as  ihall  fall  in  the 
battle  :  after  the  viâory,  I  will  deftroy  none  of  tfaofc  cities 
which  Ihall  hare  fought  {or  Greece,  and  I  will  decimate  aU 
thofe  which  ihall  have  joined  the  enemy.  I  will  not  attempt 
to  rebuild  the  temples  they  have  burnt  or  demoliihed,  but 
fttffer  their  ruins  to  remain,  perpetually  to  remind  our  pofte* 
rity  of  the  impious  fury  of  the  barbarians  K** 

An  anecdote  reported  by  an  author  almoft  contemporary 
with  thefe  events,  may  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  idea  the 
greater  part  of  the  Perfians  entertained  of  their  general.  Mar- 
donins  fnpped  with  an  inhabitant  of  Thebes,  with  fifty  of  his 
general  officers,  as  many  Thebans,  and  Therfander,  one  of 
the  principal  citizens  of  Orchomenus*  Towards  the  end  of 
the  entertainment,  mutual  confidence  having  taken  place  be- 
tween  the  guefts  of  both  nations,  a  Perfian  feated  near  Ther- 
lander,  faid  to  him  :  **  This  table,  the  pledge  of  our  faithful 
friendfliip,  thefe  libations  we  have  made  togedier  in  honour 
of  the  gods,  infpire  me  with  a  fecret  friendlkip  for  you.  It 
is  time  to  look  to  your  fafety  ;  you  fee  thefe  Perfians  who  are 
abandoning  themfelves  to  tranfports  of  joy  ;  you  have  feen 
that  army  we  have  left  on  the  banks  of  the  river  ;  alas  !  you 
will  foon  behold  only  its  fhattercd  remains."     As  he  (pake 


*  Above  a  mile.  See  table  IX.  toI. 
if. 

i  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  15.  Flut.  in 
Arîftid.  p.  315. 

X  he  two  anniei  cane  în  fight  of 


«ach  other  the  leth  of  S«ptember  of 
the  year  479  before  Chrift.  Dodwell, 
in  Annal.  I'hucyd.  p.  54. 

^  Lycurg.  in  Leocr.  p.  ijS.    Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  zi.  p.  A3. 
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fdiefe  words  he  fixed  tears,  Tberfandçr  farpriiedt  aiked  him 
if  he  had  commuQÎcated  his  apprehenfions  to  Mardonius,  or 
tbofe  whom  he  honoured  with  hû  confideoce,  **  My  dear 
hoft»"  replied  the  Û  ranger,  **  man  cannot  avoid  his  deftinj* 
M  ambers  of  Periians,  like  me,  have  forefeeo  that  which  ia 
hanging  over  them,  and  we  all  fufier  oorfelves  to  be  harried 
on  hf  &talîty.  The  greateft  misfortaoe  of  maokiod  is,  that 
the  wifeft  amongil  them  are  always  (hofe  who  have  the  kail  ' 
influence  ^"  The  i^uthor  I  have  quoted  received  this  aaec<« 
dote  from  Therfander  bimfelf. 

Mardonius,  perceiving  that  the  Greeks  perfifled  in  main* 
taining  the  heights»  feat  againft  them  his  whole  cavalry,  com* 
manded  by  MafilliuS|  who  ftood  in  the  higheft  degree  of  fa^ 
TOur  wi^i  Xerxes»  and  was  held  in  univerfal  eftimatioo  by 
the  army.  The  Perfians»  after  infulting  the  Greeka  with  re- 
proaches of  cowardice»  £eU  pn  the  Megareans  encamped  on  h 
saorc  level  fpot  of  ground»  who»  with  the  aififtance  of  three 
hundred  Athenians»  made  a  cenfiderably  long  refiftançe.  The 
death  of  Mafiftius  faved  them  from  a  total  defeat»  and  termi* 
liated  the  aâion.  This  lofs  was  a  fubjeâ  of  mourning  for  the 
Ferfian  army»  and  of  triumph  for  the  Greeks»  who  (aw  the 
|K)dy  of  Mailàius»  which  they  had  carried  off  from  the  eoemyi 
pa&  along  all  their  ranks  "• 

Notwithftaoding  this  advantage»  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
water»  in  prefence  of  an  enemy  who  kept  at  a  diftance  by  their 
dartSf  all  who  attempted  to  approach  the  river»  obliged  them 
fo  change  their  pofition:  they  filed  off  along  Mount  Cithssroo, 
fod  entered  the  country  of  the  Plataeans. 

The  Lacedxmoniana  polled  tbemfclves  near  a  copious  fpring» 
liamed  Qargaphia»  which  fufficed  for  the  wants  of  the  whole 
^rmy  :  the  other  allies  in  general  were  ftatiooed  on  the  emi* 
liences  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain;  fom^  of  them  in  the  plain» 
^aà  all  in  front  of  the  Afopus. 


I  Herodot*  lib.  9.  cap.  i^      "  t      "^  Herodot.  lib.  9.  ap.  sa,  &c«  Diod. 

ffic*Lii.p.a4«  Flocia Arift^pos?. 
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Dnriog  this  diftribution  of  pofts,  a  iharp  diipute  arofe  hem 
twcen  the  Athenians  and  Tegeat»,  who  claimed  equally  the 
command  of  the  left  inring  :  both  reconnted  their  titles  and 
the  exploits  of  their  anceftors.  But  Ariftides  terminated  the 
difference.  **  We  come  not  here,"  faid  he,  **  to  conteft  with 
oor  allies,  but  to  combat  our  enemies  ;  we  declare  that  it  ia 
not  the  poft  that  confers  or  takes  away  valour.  To  you,  O 
Lacedaemonians  !  we  refer.  Whatever  rank  you  flxall  aflign 
ns,  we  will  raife  it  to  fuch  a  height  that  it  will  become  per- 
haps the  moft  honourable  of  all.''  The  Lacedssmonians  de- 
cided with  acclamations  in  favour  of  the  Athenians  °. 

A  noore  imminent  danger  caufed  the  prudence  of  Ariftides 
m  fiiU  feverer  trial  :  he  learned  that  fome  officers  of  his  troops, 
belonging  to  the  firft  families  of  Athens,  were  meditating  an 
ma  of  treachety  in  favour  of  the  Perfiaosi  and  that  the  con« 
fpiracy  was  daily  gaining  ground*  Far  from  rendering  it  more 
formidable  by  inquiries  which  might  have  apprized  the  con- 
fpirators  of  their  ftrength,  he  contented  himfelf  with  arrefting 
eight  of  the  accomplices.  The  two  moft  guilty  fled.  To  the 
others  he  iaid,  ihowing  them  the  enemy  :  **  The  blood  of  the 
Perfians  alone  can  expiate  your  ofience  <*•*' 

Mardonius  no  foooer  learned  that  the  Greeks  had  retired 
into  the  territory  of  Platsa,  ^than,  marching  his  army  up  the 
river,  he  ftationed  it  a  fécond  time  within  fight  of  the  enemy. 
It  cQofifted  of  three  hundred  thoufand  men  drawn  from  the 
Afiati^  nations,  and  about  fifty  thoufand  Boeotians,  Theflalians, 
and  other  Grecian  auxiliaries  '.  That  of  the  confederates 
was  about  a  hundred  and  ten  thoufiind  ftrong,  fixty-nine  thou« 
Iknd  five  hundred  of  whom  were  only  lightly  armed  \  This 
army  confifted  of  ten  thoufiiind  Spartans  and  Lacedasmonians» 
eight  thouland  Athenians,  five  thouland  Corinthians,  three 
fhoufand  Megareans,  and  various  little  detachments  fumi(bed 


^  Herodot  lib.  9.  cap.  %6»    Pint  in  I      ^  Herod,  lib.  9.  cap.  3a. 
Arift-  p.  3s6.  I      9  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3a 

^  Plat,  io  Arift.  p.  3«$.  I 
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by  fcvcral  other  ftates  or  cities  of  Greece  ''.  New  levies  wew 
every  day  arriving.  The  Mantineans  and  the  Eleans  did  not 
reach  the  camp  till  after  the  battle. 

The  armies  had  been  within  fight  of  each  other  eight  days, 
when  a  detachment  of  Perfian  cavalry,  paffing  the  Afopus  in 
the  night,  intercepted  a  convoy  from  Peloponnefus  which  was 
defcending  from  Mount  Cithaeron.  The  Perfians  made  tfaem- 
felves  matters  of  this  pafs  *,  and  the  Greeks  were  cut  off  from 
their  provifions  •. 

The  two  following  days  their  camp  was  infulted  by  th« 
cavalry  of  the  enemy.  Neither  of  the  armies  dared  to  pafs 
the  river.  The  augar,  on  both  fides,  whether  of  his  owa 
accord,  or  aâed  upon  by  foreign  imprefiions,  promifed  the 
viftory  refpeôively  to  his  party,  provided  they  kept  on  the 
defcnfive  '♦ 

On  the  eleventh  day,  Mardonius  afiembled  his  council  f. 
Aîtabazus,  one  of  the  firft  officers  of  the  army,  propofed  to 
retire  under  the  walls  of  Thebes,  and  not  to  riik  a  battle, 
but  to  corrupt,  by  dint  of  money,  the  chief  inhabitants  of 
the  allied  cities.  This  meafure,  which  was  much  approved 
by  the  Thebans,  would  infenfibly  have  detached  from  the  con* 
federation  the  greater  part  of  the  flates  of  which  it  was  com- 
pofed  ;  befides  that,  the  Grecian  army,  which  was  already  in 
want  of  provifions,  would  have  been  compelled  in  a  few  days 
to  difpeife,  or  give  battle  in  the  plain,  which  it  had  hitherto 
induftrioufly  avoided.  Mardonius,  however,  rejcoed  this  pro* 
pofition  with  difdain. 

The  following  night  t  a  horfeman,  cfcaping  from  the  Per- 
fian camp,  and  advancing  towards  the  quarter  of  the  Athe- 
nians,  dcfired  them  to  inform  their  general  that  he  had  an 
important  fecret  to  communicate;  and  when  Ariftides  arrived. 


■"■  Hcrodot.  Hb.  9.  cap.  a8. 

*  The  1 7th  tf  bcptcnibcr  cf  ihe  year 
479  tcfoie  Chrifl.  Dcdwcll,  in  Ann. 
Thucyd.  p.  5a. 

^  Hcroidoc.  lib.  9.  cap.  39. 


'  id.  ibid.  cap.  36  ct  37. 
I  Tile  aoth  of  Scpteaiber.    Id.  ibid. 
I  The  night  between  die   30ih  akd 
the  2X11  of  bcptcnibcr. 
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this  itranger  thas  addrefled  him  :  Mardonius  in  vain  wearies 
the  gods  to  procure  favourable  aufpices  ;  their  filence  has 
hitherto  retarded  the  battle.  But  the  efforts  of  the  augurs 
can  no  longer  detain  him.  ^e  will  attack  yoxi  to-morrow  at 
break  of  day.  I  hope  after  jour  viftory  you  will  remember 
that  I  have  rifked  my  life  to  fecure  you  from  a  furprife  :  I 
am  Alexander,  king  of  Macedonia.''  Having  thus  fpoken» 
he  returned  full  fpeed  to  the  camp  "• 

Ariftides  immediately  repaired  to  the  quarter  of  the  Lo- 
cedaemoqians.  The  mod  prudent  plans  were  there  concerted 
to  repulfe  the  enemy  ;  and  Paufanias  advifed  a  meafure  that 
Ariftides  hiVnfelf  had  not  dared  to  propofe  ;  which  was  to  fta- 
tioo  the  Athenians  oppofite  to  the  Perfians,  and  the  Lacedae* 
monians  to  the  Grecian  auxiliaries.  By  this  means,  faid  he, 
we  (hail  both  of  us  have  to  combat  troops  who  have  already 
experienced  our  valour.  This  refolution  taken,  the  Athe- 
nians, at  the  break  of  day,  paficd  to  the  right  wing,  and  the 
Lacedaemonians  to  the  left.  Mardonius  penetrating  their  de* 
figns,  inftantly  caufed  the  Perfians  to  file  off  to  his  right,  and 
did  not  recal  them  to  their  former  poll  till  he  faw  the  enemy 
return  to  their  firft  order  of  battle  *. 

This  general  confidered  the  motions  of  the  Lacedaemonians 
only  as  figns  of  fear.  In  the  intoxication  of  his  pride  he 
tauntingly  reminded  them  of  their  ancient  glory,  and  fent 
them  infulting  defiances.  A  herald  difpatched  by  him  to  Pau- 
fanias, carried  a  propofal  to  terminate  the  differences  of  Per- 
fia  and  Greece,  by  a  combat  between  a  certain  number  of 
Spartans  and  Perfians.  Receiving  no  anfwer,  he  put  all  his 
cavalry  in  motion,  which  ha  raffed  the  army  of  the  Greeks 
daring  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  even  found  means  to 
dam  up  the  fountain  of  Gargaphia  ^. 

Deprived  of  this  their  only  refource,  the  Greeks  deter- 
mined to  remove  their  camp  a  little  farther,  and  retire  to  an 

"  Plat.  ID  Ariftid.  p.  327.  f      ^  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  49.    I^aufan. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  46.    Plut.  I  lib.  9.  cap.  4.  p.  71S. 
10  Ariftid.  p.  338.  / 


Digitized 


by  Google 


156  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

jfland  formed  bj  two  brtocbes  of  tbe  -  Albpus,  one  of  whicb 
is  named  Peroe  '  ;  from  whence  thej  propofed  to  detach  half 
their  troops  to  the  pafs  of  Mount  Cithœron,  to  diflpdge  tbe 
Perfiaos  who  intercepted  their  convojs. 

The  camp  broke  up  during  the  night  *,  with  all  the  cos- 
fuGon  to  be  expeâed  from  the  troops  of  fo  many  independent 
ilatcSy  cooled  bj  inaâiont  and  alarmed  by  their  frequent  re- 
treats, as  well  as  the  fcarcitj  of  provifions  :  fome  repaired 
to  the  poll  affigned  them  ;  others,  led  aft  raj  bj  their  guides» 
or  by  a  panic  terror,  took  refuge  near  tbe  city  of  Platsea  \ 

The  departure  of  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians  was 
delayed  till  dawn.  Tbe  latter  took  the  road  of  the  plain; 
while  the  Lacedaemonians,  followed  by  three  thousand  Te« 
geatss»  filed  along  the  foot  of  Mount  Citbaeron.  Having  ar- 
rived at  the  temple  of  Ceres»  ten  ftadia  from  their  former 
pofition,  and  at  the  lame  diftance  from  the  city  of  Platapa  ^t 
they  halted  for  one  of  their  body  who  had  long  refnfed  to  a* 
bandon  his  pod.  Here  they  were  overtaken  by  tbe  Perfian 
cavalry,  detached  by  Mardonius  to  impede  their  march*  **  Se*« 
hold  them/'  exclaimed  this  general  to  his  officers  i  **  behold 
thofe  intrepid  Lacedaemonians,  who,  we  were  told,  never  re- 
treat in  prefence  of  an  enemy  :  that  vile  people,  diftiaguilhed 
from  the  other  Greeks,  only  by  excefs  of  cowardice,  and  who 
will  foon  fuffer  the  punifliment  they  juftly  merit  *^-" 
^  Immediately  putting  himfelf  at  tlie  head  of  the  warlike  na- 
tion of  the  Perfmns,  and  of  his  beft  foldiers»  he  pafled  the 
ziver  and  advanced  rapidly  into  the  plain.  The  troops  of  the 
other  eaftern  nations  tumultuouily  followed  him,  uttering  loud 
ftouts  ;  and  at  the  fam^  in^laat  his  right  wing,  corapofed  of 
the  auxiliary  Greeks,  attacked  the  Athenians,  and  prevented 
them  from  affording  any  affiftance  to  the  Lacedaemonians» 

'  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap. 51.    Paufan.  !  '  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  51. 

Wk*  9^  cap;  4.  p.  718.  I  '^  '^*  *^^^'  ^*P*  -^7* 

*   The  night  between  the  %x ft  and  I  ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ^S. 
%xà  of  September.                                 I 
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1  haviDg  drawn  op  his  men  on  a  floping  and  un« 

p  ground  near  a  fmnll  rirulet,  and  the  enclofure 

I  to  Ceres  «*,  left  them  long  cxpofcd  to  the  darts  and 

■'the  enemy,  agaînft  which  they  did  not  venture  to 

afelves.     The  entrails  of  the  viftlms  were  declared 

only  finîfter  events.     This  wretched  fuperftitica 

the  lofs  of  a  great  namber  of  foldlers,  who  lefs  re* 

lofs  of  life  than  that  their  death  fliould  be  of  fi> 

tty  to  their  country.     At  length  the  Tegeatae,  no 

kle  to  refifl  the  ardour  which  animate  them,  began 

and  were  foon  fupported   by  the  Spartans  who  had 

ained,  or  contrived  to  procure,  fome  favourable  o- 

beir  approach,  the  Perfians  threw  away  their  bows,  and 
their  ranks,  covered  themfelves   with   their  bucklers, 
a  compaâ  body,  which  by  its  weight  and  impulfe 
and  repelled  the  fury  of  the  enemy.     In  vain  are 
iragile  bucklers  fiiivered  in  pieces  ;  they  break  the  lances 
aerce  them,  and  fupply  the  deficiency  of  their  weapons 
erocious  courage  ^     Mardonius,  at  the  head  of  a  thou- 
bhofen  foldlers,  long  held  the  viétory  in  fufpenfe  ;  but 
Qtly  he  falls,  with  a  mortal  wound.     The  troops  attach* 
>  his  perfon  attempt  to  avenge  his  death,  and  are  facri- 
i  around  his  body.     From  this  moment  the  Perfian  hoft 
fhaken,   thrown    into   confufion,  and  compelled  to  fly. 
eir  cavalry  for  fome  time  flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  vic- 
r,  but  did  not   prevent   him   from  reaching  the   foot  of  the 
renchment  thrown   up  by   the  Perfians  near  the  Afopv.s, 
^d  in  which  the  remairs   of  their  fliattered  army  took  re- 

Similar  fuccefs  had  attended  the  Athenians  on  the  left  wing: 
they  had  experienced  a  very  obftinate  refiftance  from  the 

^  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  57  et  65.  I  ^  Herodot.  I,  9.  cap.  6%, 
^lut.  in  Arift.  p.  325.  Diodor.  Sic.  |  ^  Plut,  id  Arill.  p.  3.29. 
lib»u.  p.  S4.  [      ^  Herodou  liti  9.  cap.  ;ow 
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Bœotian^y  but  onlj  feeble  efibrts  on  the  part  of  the  other  zU 
lies  of  Xerxes»  offended»  no  doubt,  at  the  haughtj  condufifc 
of  MardoAius,  and  his  obdinacj  in  perfifting  to  give  battle 
on  ground  fo  difadvantageous.  In  their  flight  the  Bœotians 
hurried  away  with  them  the  whole  of  the  Perfian  right  wing  \ 
Ariftides,  far  from  purfuing  them,  immediately  proceeded 
to  join  the  Lacedaemonians,  who,  little  verfcd  in  the  art  of 
conduâîng  £eges,  were  employed  in  fruitlefs  attacks  on  the 
fortification  by  which  the  Perfians  were  defended.  The  ar- 
rival of  the  Athenians  and  the  reit  of  the  confederated  troops 
did  not  terrify  the  befiegcd,  who  furioudy  repulfed  the  af<- 
failants  ;  but  the  Athenians  at  length  forcing  the  intrench-» 
ment,  and  deftroying  a  part  of  the  wall,  the  Greeks  ruflied 
into  the  camp,  and  the  Perfians  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
flaughtered  like  viftims  '. 

Artabazus,  who  had  under  his  command  a  body  of  forty 
thoufand  men,  but  who  had  long  been  fecretly  offended  at  the  • 
choice  Xerxes  had  made  of  Mardonius  to  command  the  army» 
had,  from  the  beginning  of  the  battle»  advanced  rather  to  be 
a  fpeâator  than  with  any  view  of  contributing  to  its  fucceCi. 
He  accordingly  no  fooner  faw  the  army  of  MardoniUs  give 
ground»  than  he  ordered  his  troops  to  follow  him  ;  and  taking 
to  flight,  took  the  road  of  Phocis,  croffed  the  feft  at  Byaian- 
tium  ^»  and  repaired  to  Afia,  where  his  having  faved  a  part 
of  the  army  was  perhaps  iihputed  to  him  as  a  merit*  All 
the  remainder,  except  about  three  thoufand  men»  perifhed, 
either  in  the  intrenchment  or  the  battle. 

The  nations  that  moil  diftinguiflied  themfelves  on  this  me- 
morable day  w«re,  on  the  one  fide»  the  Perfians  and  the  Sacse  ; 
and  on  the  other,  the  Lacedemonians,  the  Athenians»  and 
the  inhabitants  of ^  Tegea.  Great  encomiums  were  beftowed 
by  the  viâors  on  the  valour  of  Mardonius»  the  Athenian  So* 
phanes»  and  four  Spartans,  at  the  head  of  whom  we  muft 


I»  Hcrodot.  lib.  9.  cap  67.  I   II.  p.  45. 

I  Id.  ibid.  cap.  70.     Diod.  Sic   lib.  |       ^  Hcrodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  66  et  89. 
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place  ArifiodemoSy  who  had  refolved  on  this  occalion  to  free 
himfelf  from  the  difgrace  of  not  having  facriflced  his  life  at 
Thermopylae.  But  the  Lacedaemonians  bellowed  no  honours 
on  his  afiies  :  thej  £aiid,  that  refolved  to  die  rather  than  to 
conquer»  he  had  quitted  his  rank  during  the  battle,  and  feem« 
ed  rather  aâuated  by  the  courage  derived  from  defpair  thaa 
real  valour  '. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians  equal- 
ly difputed  the  palm  of  bravery  ;  the  former,  becaufe  they 
had  beaten  the  bed  troops  of  Mardonius  ^  the  latter,  becaufe 
they  had  forced  them  in  their  intrenchments  :  both  aflertcd 
their  pretenfioos  with  a  degree  of  haughtinefs  from  which  it 
was  impofllble  to  recede.  Their  minds  became  irritated  ;  the 
two  camps  refounded  with  menaces,  and  they  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  blows,  but  for  the  prudence  of  Ariftides,  who  pre- 
vailed on  the  Athenians  to  refer  the  quedioo  to  the  decifion 
of  the  allies.  Theogiton  of  Megara  now  propofed  to  the  rival 
ftates  to  Renounce  the  prize,  and  adjudge  it  to  fome  other  peo- 
ple. Cleocritua  of  Corinth  named  the  Plataeans,  and  all  the 
fuffrages  were  united  in  their  favour  ™. 

The  earth  was  covered  with  the  rich  fpoils»  of  the  Periians  ; 
and  gold  and  filver  filled  their  tents.  Panfanias  delivered  the 
plunder  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Helots  ^  :  the  tenth  part  was 
referyed  for  the  temple  of  Delphi,  and  a  confiderable  portion 
for  monuments  in  honour  of  the  gods.  The  viâors  fhared  the 
remainder,  and  brought  into  their  country  the  firft  feeds  of 
corruption  ^. 

All  kinds  of  honours  were  conferred  on  thofe  who  had  died 
in  arms.  Each  nation  prepared  a  tomb  for  its  warriors  p,  and 
Ariftides  procured  a  decree  to  be  pafled  in  an  afTembly  of  the 
gençrals  :  That  the  people  of  Greece  (hould  every  year  fend 
deputies  to  Plataea,  there  to  perpetuate,  by  folemn  facriiices,  the 


I  HerodoLlib.  f.  cap.  71.  I      °  Joftin.  lib.  %  cap.  14. 

n»  Plut.  ID  Ariftid.  p.  331.  1      P  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  85.    Thacyd. 
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mtmoTj  of  thofe  ^ho  had  loft  their  lives  in  the  battle  ^  tbec 
cverj  five  jears  fplendid  games  (honld  be  there  edebrated,  mi 
called  the  Fcftivals  of  Liberty  ;  and  that  the  Plat«aaS|  heoce» 
forvrard  exempt  from  all  cares  but  tbofr  of  ol&ring  up  tows 
for  the  prefenration  of  Greece,  fhoald  be  confidered  as  an  in* 
violate  ftate,  confecrated  to  the  gods  ^. 

Eleven  days  after  the  battle  *,  the  viâors  marched  to 
Thebes,  and  demanded  that  the  inhabitants  ihoald  deliver  Bp 
fach  of  the  citizens  as  had  induced  them  to  a  fubmiffioa  to 
the  Medes.  On  the  refnfal  of  the  Thebans^  the  city  was  be« 
fiegedy  and  in  danger  of  being  deftroyed,  had  not  one  of  the 
principal  offenders  confented  to  furrender  himfelf  and  the  reft 
of  his  faâion  into  the  hands  of  the  allies.  They  flattered 
themfelves  they  ihould  be  able  to  redeem  their  lives  by  tho 
iacrifice  of  the  great  fums  of  money  they  had  received  from 
Mardonins  ;  but  Paufanias,  deaf  to  their  offers,  fentenccd  them 
all  to  death  \ 

The  battle  of  Plataea  was  fought  on  the  tbi fd  of  the  moiidi 
Boedromion  *,  in  the  fécond  year  of  the  feventy-fifcb  Olym- 
piad f .  On  the  fame  day^  the  Grecian  fleet,  commanded  if 
Leutychides  king  of  Lacedasmon,  and  Xanthippus  the  Athe- 
nian, gained  a  fignal  viâory  over  the  Perfians  S  near  the  pn>^ 
mon  tory  of  Mycale  in  Ionia,  and  the  ftates  of  that  diftrift, 
who  had  called  them  to  their  affiftance,  entered,  after  the  tiu 
gagement,  into  the  general  league  ^. 

Such  was  the  conclufion  of  the  war  of  Xerxes,  better 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Median  war  :  it  had  continued 
two  years  '  :  and  never  perhaps  did  fuch  memorable  traafac-* 
tions  occur  in  fo  {hort  an  interval,  nor  ever  did  fimilar  éventa 
operate  fuch  rapid  revolutions,  in  the   ideas,  interefts,  aad 


'  Plat,  in  Ariftid.'p.  33  r. 

*  The  3d  of  Oâober. 
■'Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  88.    Diod. 

Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  a6. 

*  Plit.  de  Glor.  Atben.  t.  if.  p.  349. 
Id.  to  CamilL  t.  i.  p.  138.  lo  the  life 
•f  Ariftide»,  p.  330,  he  fayt  it  wm  00 


the  4th. 

I  The  sad  of  September  of  the  year 
479  before  Chrift.  Dodwell  io  Aooal^ 
ihttcyd.  p. 5». 

<  Herodot.  hb.  9.  cap.  9e. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  xo6. 

?  Diod.  Sic  lib.  xi.  p.  29. 
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governments  of  nations.  Their  effeâs  were  different  on  the 
Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians,  according  to  the  dîverfitj 
of  their  charaâer  and  inftitutioos.  The  former  fought  for 
repofe  after  their  fucceffes,  and  fuffered  only  a  few  marks  of 
jealoufjr  to  efcape  them  againft  the  Athenians.  The  latter 
fuddenlj  abandoned  themfelves  to  the  mod  immoderate  ambi- 
tioHy  and  propofed  at  once  to  deprive  the  Lacedaemonians  of 
the  pre*eminence  they  had  hitherto  held  i^  Greece,  and  to 
proteâ  the  lonians,  who  had  juil  recovered  their  liberty,  a- 
gainft  the  Perfians. 

The  different  ftates  of  Greece  at  length  recovered  breath  : 
the  Athenians  re-e(labli(hed  themftlves  amidft  the  ruins  of 
their  unfortunate  city,  and  rebuilt  its  walls,  notwithflanding 
the  complaints  of  the  allies»  who  began  to  dread  the  increaf. 
ing  glory  of  that  people  ;  and  in  defpite  of  the  reprefentations 
of  the  Lacedaemonians,  who  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  dilinantle  all  the  fortified  towns  of  Greece 
fituated  without  Peloponnefus,  that  on  any  new  invafion  they 
might  not  ferve  as  a  retreat  for  the  Perfians  ^,  Themiiloclcs 
found  means  to  divert  the  ftorm  then  impending  over  the  A- 
thenians.  He  fiill  further  induced  them  to  make  a  harbour 
at  the  Piraeus,  defended  by  a  ftrong  wall  ^,  to  1}uild  yearly  a 
certain  number  of  galleys,  and  offer  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties to  flrangers,  and  efpecially  to  mechanics,  who  ihould  come 
to  fettle  in  their  ciiy  *. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  allies  prepared  to  reftore  to  their 
freedom  the  Grecian  cities  in  which  the  Perfians  had  left 
garrifons.  A  numerous  ficet,  under  the  command  of  Pau- 
fanias  and  Ariftides,  obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  illc  of 
Cyprus  and  the  city  of  Byzantium,  fituated  on  the  KcUe- 
fpont**.      Thefe  fuccelTes  completed   the  ruin  cf   Paufanias, 


f  .Thucyd.  lib.  i    cap.  90.     Plut,  in 
Th€in;ft.  p.  ,iai.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1. 

P'JI- 

*  Plat,  in  rhcmift.  ibid.     Ncp.  in 


Thcmift.  cap.  6. 

*  Diod.  aic  lib.  n.  p.  33. 

h  ThucycJid.  lib.  j.  cap.  94.    Diod. 
Sic.  ibid.  p.  34. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


l62 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECi:. 


'  who,  from  this  time,  was  incapable  of  fupporting  his  glory 
and  good  fortune  with  moderation. 

He  was  no  longer  that  rigid  Spartan,  who,  in  the  fields  of 
Plataea,  derided  the  pomp  and  flavery  of  the  Medes  *  ;  he 
was  become  a  fat  rap,  totally  fubdued  by  the  manners  of  the 
vanquiftied  people,  and  perpetually  furrounded  by  foreign 
guards,  who  rendered  him  inaccefllble  ^.  The  allies,  who 
could  only  obtain  from  him  harfh  and  humiliating  anfwers, 
or  imperious  and  fanguinary  orders,  revolted  at  length  agaiufk 
a  tyranny  become  ftill  more  odious  from  the  conduâ  of  Arif- 
tides,  who,  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  men,  employed  the 
moft  powerful  of  all  inftrnment»,  mildnefs  and  juftice.  The 
confederate  nations,  therefore,  propofcd  to  the  Athenians  to 
fight  under  their  orders  ^ 

The  Lacedaemonians,  informed  of  this  defedion,  imme- 
diately recalled  Paufanias,  who  was  at  once  accnfed  of  oppref- 
fi'on  towards  the  allies,  and  fufpeâcd  of  a  correfpondence  with 
the  Perfians.  Sufficient  proofs  were  adduced  of  his  tyranny 
and  oppreffion,  and  he  was  deprived  of  the  command  ^  His 
treafon  foon  after  became  equally  manifeft,  and  he  was  put  to 
death  '.  This  punilhment,  however  exemplary,  did  not  produce 
its  cffèa  on  the  alHcs  :  they  refufcd  to  obey  the  Spartan  Dorcis» 
who  fucceeded  to  Paufanias  ^  ;  and  this  general  refigning  his 
command,  the  Lacedaemonians  deliberated  on  the  meafures 
proper  to  be  adopted. 

Their  claim  to  command  the  combined  army  of  the  Greeks 
^as  founded  on  the  moft  refpeclable  titles.  It  had  hkherto 
been  admitted  by  all  the  nations  of  Greece,  not  excepting  the 
Athenians  *.  Sparta  had  exercifed  this  right,  not  to  extend 
lier  dominions,  'but  every  where  to  deftroy  tyranny  ^.     The 


c  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  82. 

d  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  cap.  130.  Ncp. 
hi  Paufan.  cap.  3. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  95.  Diodor.  Sicul. 
HH»  li.  p.  34i  Plut,  in  Arift.  p  333. 
Nep.  in  Arift  cap.  2. 

t  Id.  ibid.  cap.  131. 


S  Id.  ibid.  cap.  134.  Diod.  Sic  Ub. 
"•  p.  35' 

h  Id.  ibid.  cap.  95. 

1  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  a  ct  3.  Nq). 
in  Arift.  cap.  2. 

k  Thucyd.  ibid.  cap.  x8.  Plat,  in 
Lye.  t.  i.  p.  58. 
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tv-îfdom  of  her  laws  often  rendered  her  the  arbiter  of  tWe 
Grecian  fiâtes  ;  and  the  equity  of  her  deciiions  had  induced 
many  of  them  to  increafe  the  number  of  her  allies.  What  a 
moment  too  was  chofen  to  defpoil  her  of  her  prerogative  ! 
The  very  moment  wlien,  under  the  conduft  of  her  generals, 
the  Greeks  had  gained  the  moft  brilliant  of  viâories. 

Reflétions  like  thefe  filled  the  Spartans  with  rage  and  in- 
dignation. They  threatened  the  allies,  and  were  meditating 
the  invafion  of  Attica,  when  a  fenatdr,  named  Hetaelnaridas, 
ventured  to  reprefent  to  the  warriors  who  furrounded  him^ 
Xhat  their  generals,  after  the  mofi  glorious  fuccefies,  brought 
nothing  back  to  their  country  but  the  feeds  of  corruption  ; 
that  the  example  of  Paufanias  fliould  make  them  tremble  at 
the  thought  of  choofing  him  a  fuccefibr  ;  and  that  it  was  ad- 
vantagtous  to  the  republic  to  yield  to  the  Athenians  the  em- 
pire of  the  fea,  and  the  care  of  continuing  the  war  againft 
the  Perfians  ^ 

This  difcourfe  furprifed,  alid  quickly  calmed  thé  minds  of 
the  afiembly.  The  braveft  nation  in  the  world  *was  feen  to 
prefer  her  virtues  to  her  vengeance,  and  lay  afide  her  jea- 
lonfy  at  the  voice  of  reafon.  The  genius  of  Lycurgus  ftilt 
reigned  in  Sparta  ;  and  never  perhaps  did  flie  difplay  more 
real  courage  and  true  greatnefs. 

The  Athenians,  who,  far  fromf  expeâing  fuch  a  facrifice, 
were  prepared  to  aficrt  their  claim  by  force  of  arms,  admired 
a  moderation  they  were  incapable  of  imitating  }  and,  whilff 
a  rival  nation  was  thus  divefiing  irfelf  of  a  portion  oî  its 
power,  their  anxiety  was  but  the  greater  to  procure  the  ho- 
nourable privilege  of  commanding  the  naVal  armies  of  Greece! 
to  be  confirmed  to  them  by  the  allies  °>. 

This  new  fyftem  of  confederaTtion  was  to  be  juftified  bynevç* 
enterprifes,  and  gave  birth  to  new  projects.  The  fird  flep 
was  to  regulate  the  neccfiary  contributionis  for  Continuing  thé 


I  Id.  lib.  I.  cap.  75  et  95.    Diod.  I      °*  PluMn  Aritt.  p.  333. 
file.  lib.  II.  p.  38.  I 
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war  againQ  the  Perfians.  All  the  ftates  committed  their  id* 
terefls  to  the  integrity  of  Arillides,  wha  vifited  all  parts  o£ 
the  continent  and  the  iilands,  iaformed  himfelf  of  the  prodace 
of  the  lands,  and  gave  fuch  proofs  of  intelligence  and  eqnicj  in 
his  whole  conduâ  of  this  bufinefs,  that  even  thofe  on  whom 
the  taxes  were  levied  confidered  him  as  their  benefaâor  ''•  As 
fooo  as  this  taxation  was  finilhed,  it  was  refolved  <o  attack 
the  Perfians. 

The  Lacedaemonians  took  no  part  in  this  deliberation  ;  thejr 
now  were  only  intent  on  peace,  while  the  Athenians  breathed 
nothing  but  war.  This  contrariety  of  views  had  more  than 
once  been  difplayed.  After  the  battle  of  Mycale,  the  people 
of  Peloponnefus  headed  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  wiflied  to  re« 
move  the  lonians  to  the  continent  of  Greece,  and  beftow  on 
them  the  maritime  places  poiTefTed  by  the  nations  wlûch  had 
entered  into  alliance  with  the  Perfians.  By  this  tranfmigra- 
tion,  the  Greeks  would  have  been  freed  from  the  burden  of 
proteâing  the  lonians,  and  the  inevitable  rupture  between 
Afia  and  Europe  been,  at  lead  for  fome  time,  retarded.  But 
the  Athenians  reje6led  this  propofal,  pretending  that  the  fate 
of  their  colonies  ought  not  to  depend  on  the  allies  ^.  It  was 
necefiary  at  leaitrto  ailix  a  fort  of  ftigma  on  the  different  dates 
of  Greece,  who  had  joined  their  forces  to  thofe  of  Xerxes, 
or  remained  inaâive.  The  Lacedaemonians  propofed  to  ex« 
elude  them  from  the  afiembly  of  the  Amphiâyons  j  but  The^ 
miflocles,  wiihing  to  procure  for  his  country  the  alliance  of 
the  Argives,  Thebans,  and  Theflalians,  reprefented,  that,  by 
excluding  thefe  dates  from  that  aiTembly,  two  or  three  pow- 
erful cities  would  difpofe  of  all  the  fuffrages  at  their  ^leafure. 
He  thus  defeated  the  propofition  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and 
drew  on  himfelf  their  hatred  p. 

He  had  merited  that  of  the  allies  by  his  exaâions,  and  the 
acls  of  violence  he  had  exercifed  in  the  ifles  of  the  iEgean 


^  Id.  Ibid.  I     P  Plut.  in  Thcmiû.  p.  laa. 
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fea*  À  multitude  of  individuals  complained  of  his  injuftice, 
others  of  the  riches  he  had  amaffed,  and  all  of  his  inordinate 
thirll  for  power.  Envy,  wUich  carefuUj  coUeéled  his  moft 
trifling  words  and  aâions,  enjojed  the  cruel  pleafure  of  cad- 
ing  a  cloud  over  his  glory.  He  himfelf  faw  it  diminifh  from 
day  to  day,  and  f  maintain  its  fplendonr  even  defcended  to 
weary  the  people  with  the  recital  of  his  exploits,  not  per- 
ceiving that  it  is  as  dangerous  as  fruitlels  to  recal  to  mind 
forgotten  fervices.  He  built  near  his  houfe  a  temple  dedi- 
cated to  DiAKA,  Tfl£  INSPIRER  OF  GOOD   COVKSELS.     This  in- 

fcription,  the  memorial  of  thofe  he  had  given  the  Athenians 
during  the  Median  war,  had  the  appearance  of  a  reproach, 
and  confequently  of  an  infult  offered  to  the  nation.  His  ene- 
mies prevailed  r  be  was  baniihed  *,  and  retired  to  Pelepon- 
sefus  ;*bilt  foon  after,  having  been  accufed  of  carrying  on  a 
criminal  correfpondence  with  Artaxerzes,  the  fucceflbr  of 
Xerxes,  he  was  driven  from  city  to  city  ^,  and  conftrained  to 
take  refuge  with  the  Pçriians,  who  honoured  in  their  fuppliant 
vanquifher  thofe  talents  which  had  humbled  them,  but  were 
now  no  longer  formidable.     He  died  feveral  years  after  f . 

The  Athenians  were  fcarcely  fenfible  of  this  lofs,  fi  nee 
they  pofTeiTed  Ariftides,  and  Cimon  fon  of  Miltiades.  The 
latter  united  to  the  valour  of  his  father  the  prudence  of  The- 
miftocies,  and  almoft  all  the  virtues  of  Ariflides,  whofe  ex- 
ample he  had  iludied,  and  to  whofe  lefibns  he  had  ever  been 
attentive'.  To  him  was  intrufted  the  command.of  the  Grecian 
fleet  :  he  fet  fail  for  Thrace,  made  himftlf  mafter  of  a  city 
vrhere  the  Perfians  had  a  garrifon,  deftroyed  the  pirates  who 
infelled  the  neighbouring  feas,  and  fpread  terror  through  thofe 
iilands  which  had  detatched  themfelves  from  the  league  ®. 


•  Towardf  the  year  471  before  C. 

^  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  155.  DÎQd. 
Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  42.  Plut/ia  Them. 
p.  12s  et  laj.  . 


f  Towards  the  year  449  before  C. 
r  Plut,  in  Cim.  p.  481. 
s  Id.  ibid.  p.  483.    Thucydî  lib.  i. 
cap.  28. 
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Jit  foon  after  failed  from  the  Piraeus  with  two  hjandre4 
gallejs,  which  were  joined  hy  a  hundred  others  furniihed  bj 
the  allies.  By  his  prcfence,  or  his  arms,  he  obliged  the  cities 
of  Caria  and  Ljcia  to  declare  agauiil  the  Perdans  ;  and,  fall« 
ing  in  with  the  fleet  of  the  latter,  confiding  of  two  hundred 
yclTels  %  off  the  ifle  of  Cjprus,  he  fpnk  part  of  them,  and 
took  the  remainder  :  on  the  fame  evening,  arriving  on  the 
coafts  of  Pamphylia,  where  the  Periians  had  coUefled  a 
numerous  armv,  he  difcmbarked  his  troops,  attacked  and 
difperfed  the  enemy,  and  returned  with  a  great  number  of 
prifoners,  and  a  large  quantity  of  rich  fpoils,  which  he  fet 
apart  for  the  embcUiSament  of  Athens  \ 

This  double  vidtory  was  foon  followed  by  the  conqueft  o£ 
the  Thracian  peninfula^.;  and  other  advantages,  gained  in 
the  courfe  of  feveral  years,  fucccffively  increafed  the  giory  of 
the  Athenians,  and  their  confidence  in  their  troops. 

The  flrength  of  their  allies  diminiflied  in  tl^e  fame  propor* 
tioD.  Exhauflcd  by  a  war  which  daily  became  more  foreign 
to  their  interefls,  the  greater  part  refufed  to  furnifh  their 
contingent  of  (hips  and  foldiers.  The  Athenians  at  firft  em- 
ployed menaces  and  violence  to  compel  them  ;  but  Cimon, 
aâuated  by  pro  founder  vi«ws,  propofed  to  them  to  keep  at 
home  their  troops  and  their  failors,  to  increafe  their  pecuni« 
ary  contributions,  and  fend  their  galleys,  which  ihould  t>e 
navigated  by  Athenians  7.  By  this  artful  policy  he  deprived 
them  of  their  navy  ;  and,  plunging  them  into  a  fatal  (late  of 
repofe,  gave  fuch  a  fuperiority  to  his  country,  that  (he  ceafed 
to  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  the  allies.  Ariilides  and  Cimon 
indeed  retained  fome  of  them  by  continued  marks  of  refpeâj 
but  Athens,  by  her  haughtinefs,  compelled  the  others  to  fe^ 
parate  from  her  alliance,  and  puniflied  them  for  their  defec- 
tion, by  reducing  theni  to  flavery. 


«  Thucyd.  lib.  l.  cap.ioo.  I      ^  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  99.     Plut,  i^ 

"  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  II.  p.  47.  I  Cino.  p.  485»  ^» 

^  P;ut.  in  Giro.  p.  487..  I 
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In  this  manner  flie  took  poffeffion  of  the  ifles  of  Scyros  and 
«f  Naxos  ^  ;  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Tha- 
fos,  after  a  long  fiege,  to  rafe  the  walls  of  their  capital,  and 
refign  to  the  viûors  their  fhips,  their  gold  minesi  and  the 
territory  they  poflefled  on  the  continent*. 

Thefe  proceedings  were  manifeft  infraâions  of  the  treaty 
which  Ariftides  had  entered  into  with  the  allies,  and  of  which 
the  obfervance  was  guarded  by  the  moft  tremendous  oaths* 
But  Arifiides  exhorted  the  Athenians  to  avert  on  his  head 
the  puniihment  due  to  their  perjuries  ^.  It  feemed  as  if  vir«- 
tne  itfelf  began  to  be  corrupted  by  ambition. 

Athens  was  now  in  a  ftate  of  continual  war  ;  and  the  oh- 
jeâ  of  this  war  was  twofold  ;  the  one,  of  which  they  made  • 
no  fecrety  was  to  maintain  the  liberty  of  the  cities  of  Ionia  ; 
the  other,  which  they  were  fearful  of  avowing,  to  wreft  that 
fame  liberty  from  all  the  fiâtes  of  Greece. 

The  Lacedaemonians,  at  length  joufed  by  the  complaints  of 
the  allies,  had  refolved,  during  the  fiege  of  Thafos,  to  make 
a  diverfion  in  Attica  ^  :  but  at  the  moment  this  projet  was 
to  be  carried  into  execution,  Sparta  was  deilroyed  by  dread- 
ful earthquakes,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  its  inhabitants 
periflied  beneath  the  ruins.  The  flaves  revolted,  feveral  of 
the  cities  of  Laconia  followed  their  example,  and  [the  Lace- 
daemonians were  compelled  to  implore  the  afliftance  of  that 
people  *  whofe  ambitious  progrefs  tliey  had  wiihed  to  ftop« 
One  of  the  orators  of  Athens  counfelled  his  couptrymen  tp 
fuffer  the  only  power  they  had  to  fear  in  Greece  to  fink  be- 
neath its  calamities  \  but  Cimon,  convinced  that  the  rivalry 
of  Sparta  was  more  advantageous  to  the  Athenians  even  than 
their  conquefts,  found  means  to  infpire  them  with  more  ge- 
nerous fentiments  **.     On  various   occafions  they  joined  their 


»  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  98.  Flut.  in 
Clna.  p.  482. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  tot.  Diod.  Sir.  lib. 
p.  p.  53.     Plut,  in  Cim.  p.  487. 


b  Plut.  in  Arift.  p.  334. 

^  Thuc}d.  lib.  t.  cap.  ici. 

•  Towards  the  year  464  before  C. 

^  Plut.  in  Cim.  p.«489. 
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troops  with  thofe  of  Lacedacmon  ;  and  this  important  fervicc, 
which  (hould  have  united  the  two  ntitions,  fowed  the  feeds  of 
a  hatred  between  them  that  gave  birth  to  the  moll  fatal  warsS 
The  Lacedaemonians,  imagining  they  perceived  a  fecret  cor» 
refpondence  between  the  rcvolters  and  the  Athenian  generals, 
entreated  them,  under  plaufible  pretences,  to  withdraw  their 
forces  ;  but  the  Athenians,  irritated  at  fuch  a  fufpicion,  broke 
the  treaty  by  which  they  had  been  allied  to  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians from  the  commencement  of  the  Median  war,  and  lofl 
no  time  in  concluding  another  with  the  people  of  Argns,  t^ho 
bad  long  been  the  enemies  of  Sparta  ^. 

During  thefe  tranfaflions,  Inarus,  fon  of  Pfammetichus» 
•having  excited  an  infurrcftion  in  Egypt  againft  Artaxerxes, 
king  of  Perfia  ? ,  folicited  the  proteftion  of  the  Athenians  *, 
The  dtfire  of  enfeebling  the  Perfians,  and  of  procuring  the 
alliance  of  the  Egyptians,  determined  the  republic  ft  ill  more 
than  the  offers  of  Inarus.  Cimon  failed  to  Egypt  with  the 
allied  fleet,  confifting  of  two  hundred  veflels  ^.  He  afcended 
the  Nile,  and  joined  that  of  the  Egyptians,  who  defeated  the 
perfians,  and  made  themfelves  roaflers  of  Memphis,  except 
one  quarter  of  the  city,  in  which  the  fhatttred  remains  of 
the  Pcrfian  army  had  taken  refuge.  The  revolt  of  the  E^ 
gyptians  was  not  fnpprefled  till  fix  years  after  :  the  valour  of 
the  Athenians  and  othct  Greeks  alone  prolonged  its  duration* 
Afrer  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  they  defended  themfelves  fixteen 
months  in  an  ifland  formed  by  two  branches  of  the  Nile,  and 
moft  of  them  periihed  fword  in  hand.  It  muft.  be  obfcrved, 
that  Artaxt  rxes,  to  oblige  the  Grecian  troops  to  quit  Egypt, 
had  in  vain  attempted,  by  ofiV  rs  of  rich  prcfcntb,  to  induce 
the  Lacedaenionians  to  n:.ake  an  irruption  into  Attica*, 


*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 1,  p   49. 
f  Thucyd.   lib.  j.   cap.  102.     Plod. 
SI'  ibi:^   r.  48      Paufsia.    lib.   4.  cap. 

S  Id.  lUid.  cap.  f  04.  Diod.  Sic.  ibid. 
V'SA- 


•    *   Towards  the  year  46»  before  C, 
h    rhucyd  lib.  1.  cap.  110.    IMut.  in 

Cim.  p.  490. 

i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  209.     Diod.  Sic.  lib. 

II.  p.  56. 
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Whîlft  the  Athenians  were  combating  at  a  diflance  to  give 
a  .king  to  Egypt,  they  attacked  in  Europe  the  inhabitants  of 
Corinth  and  Epidaurus  ;  they  triumphed  over  the  ^œotians 
and  Sicyonians  ;  they  difperfed  the  fleet  of  Peloponnefus,  and 
forced  the  people  of  jEgina  to  give  up  their  (hips,  pay  a  tri- 
bute, and  demolifh  their  walls  *  ;  they  fent  troops  into  Thef- 
faly,  to  reftore  Orcftes  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  '  ;  they 
kept  all  the  people  of  Greece  in  motion  by  fecret  intrigues, 
or  adventurous  enterprifes  ;  furnifhing  fuccours  to  fome,  and 
forcjng  others  to  fupply  them  ;  uniting  to  their  territory  the 
countries  that  lay  convenient  ;  forming  fettlements  wherever 
the  J  were  invited  by  commerce  ;  continually  in  arms,  and 
continually  hurried  on  to  new  expeditions  by  a  rapid  fuccef« 
fion  of  viâories  and  misfortunes. 

Colonies,  fometimes  confiding  of  ten  thoufand  men™,  left 
their  native  country  to  cultivate  the  lands  of  the  vanquiflied". 
Thefe  emigrations,  with  the  frequent  wars  in  which  the  Athe- 
nians engaged,  would  have  depopulated  Attica,  had  not  fo- 
reigners thronged  into  this  little  country,  invited  by  the  de- 
cree of  Themiftocles,  which  there  offered  them  an  afylum, 
and  dill  more  by  the  defire  of  participating  in  the  glory  and 
advantage  of  fuch  numerous  conquefts^ 

The  immoderate  ambition  of  the  republic  was  too  well  fc- 
conded  by  able  and  enterprifing  generals.  Such  were  Myro- 
nides,  who  took  Fhocis,  and  almoit  all  Bœotia,  in  a  fîngle 
campaign^;  Tolmidas,  who  about  the  fame  time  ravaged 
the  coafts  of  Peloponnefus  p  ;  and  Pericles,  who  now  began 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  glory,  and  availed  himfelf  of  the 
frequent  abfence  of  Cimon  to  obtain  a  deciiive  influence  over 
the  minds  of  the  people. 

The  Athenians  did  not  now  wage  direâ  war  with  Lacedae- 
mon,  but  exercifed  frequent  hoflilities   againft  her  and  her 


k  Id.  ibid  cap    105  et  X08.     Diod. 
ic.  lib.  I  f .  p.  59  ct  63. 
1  Id  ibid  cap.  ill. 
"  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  ix.  p.54. 


°  Id.  ibid.  p.  67.  Plttt.  in  Çcr.  p. 
163. 

°  Id.  ibid.  p.  63.  Thucyd.  Jib.  i. 
cap.  loS. 

P  Id.  ibid.  jj.  64.     Thucyd.  ibid. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


170  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

allies.  In  concert  with  the  Argives,  thej  on  one  occafion  ftt« 
tempted  to  oppofe  the  return  of  a  body  of  troops,  whom  their 
particular  ioterefts  had  led  from  Feloponnefus  into  Bosotia. 
The  battle  was  fought  near  the  city  of  Tanagra  *•  The  A- 
thenians  were  defeated,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  quiet! j  con- 
tinued their  march  ;>.  The  former  now  dreaded  an  open  rup- 
ture. On  thefe  occafions  the  republic  blufhed  at  her  injuilice, 
and  her  leaders  laid  afide  their  rivalry.  All  eyes  were  turn- 
ed towards  Cimon,  whote  they  had  exiled  a  few  years  be- 
fore ;  and  Pericles,  who  had  procured  his  bani(hment,  under- 
took to  propofe  the  decree  for  his  recal  '. 

This  great  man,  honoured  with  the  efleem  of  the  Spartans, 
and  fecure  in  the  confidence  of  the  Athenians,  exerted  all  his 
endeavours  to  recal  them  to  pacific  views  %  and  prevailed  on 
them  at  leaft  to  fign  a  truce  for  five  years  f  •  But  as  the  A- 
thenians  could  no  longer  bear  the  inaâivity  of  peace,  he  loft 
no  time  in,  leading  them  into  Cyprus,  where  he  gained  foch 
fignal  advantages  over  the  Feriians,  as  to  compel  Artaxerxes 
to  fue  for  a  peace  as  a  fuppliant^.  The  conditions  were  ho- 
miliating  for  the  great  king,  and  fuch  as  he  would  himfelf 
have  diâated  to  a  band  of  robbers,  who  had  infefled  the  fron- 
tiers of  his  kingdom.  He  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
the  Greek  cities  of  Ionia,  and  it  was  ûipulated  that  his  fhips 
of  war  ihould  not  enter  the  feas  of  Greece,  nor  his  land 
troops  approach  nearer  to  the  coafl  than  the  diflance  of  three 
days  march.  The  Athenians,  on  their  part,  fwore  to  make 
no  inroads  on  the  territories  of  Artaxerxes  ^ 

Such  were  the  laws  which  a  city  of  Greece  impofed  on  the 
greateft  empire  of  the  world.  Thirty  years  before,  the  rc- 
folution  of  the  fame  city  to  refifl  that  power,  was  confidered 
as  the  mere  eifeâ  of  defperation,  and  her  fuccefs  as  a  pro- 
digy.    Cimon  did  not   long  enjoy   his  glory  :  he  ended  his 


♦  Towards  the  year  456  before  C. 
*^  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  108. 

^  Plat,  in  Cim.  f.  490. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  cap.  ix:».    Plot 


•f  The  year  450  before  Chrift. 
•  The  year  449  before  Chrift, 
<  Diod.  Sic.  hb.  xa.  p.  74. 
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dftjs  in  Cypras.  With  his  death  terminated  the  profperitj 
of  the  Athenians  ;  and  here  I  Ihould  conclude  this  part  of 
their  hiftorj,  had  I  not  to  colleâ  a  few  circumftances  that 
charaâerize  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

When  the  Perfians  invaded  Greece,  two  motives  of  fear 
induced  the  Athenians  to  make  a  vigorous  refiftance:  the  dread 
of  flaverj,  "which  in  free  nations  has  at  all  times  produced 
more  virtues  than  the  principles  of  their  political  inftitutions  ; 
and  the  dread  of  public  ignominy»  which  among  all  nations 
is  often  fubftituted  for  virtue.  The  former  operated  more 
powerfullj  on  the  Athenians,  as  thej  began  to  enjoy  that  li- 
berty which  had  cod  them  two  ages  of  diflen&ons  ,  the  latter 
they  owed  to  their  education  and  long  habit.  At  this  period 
they  were  happily  under  the  dominion  of  that  modefly  ^ 
which  blufhes  at  licentioufnefs  as  well  as  cowardice  ;  which 
inclines  every  citizen  to  confine  himfelf  within  the  limits  of 
his  condition,  or  thofe  afligned  him  by  his  abilities  ;  which 
makes  the  law  a  check  for  the  powerful,  the  pra&ice  of  his 
duties  a  refource  for  the  feeble,  and  renders  the  efteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens  indifpenfable  to  every  one. 

Men  (hunned  employments,  becaufe  they  were  worthy  of 
them  ^  ;  none  ventured  to  afpire  to  diflinâions,  becaufe  the 
refped  of  the  public  fufficed  to  recompenfe  fervices  rendered 
to  the  ftate.  Never  were  greater  aâions  performed  than  in 
this  age  ;  never  were  men  more  remote  from  the  idea  that  the 
glory  of  fuch  aâions  fliould  be  confined  to  a  few  individuals* 
Statues  were  ereâcd  in  honour  of  Solon,  of  Harmodius,  and 
Ariflogiton  ;  but  it  was  not  till  after  their  death.  Ariflides 
and  Themiftocles  faved  the  republic,  but  that  republic  did 
not  even  decree  them  a  fingle  crown  of  laurel  ^.  When  Mil- 
tiades,  after  the  battle  of  Marathon,  folicited  that  honour  in 
the  afiembly  of  the  people,  fome  one  rofe  up,  and  faid  : 
'*  Miltiades,  when  you  fhall  alone  repulfe  the  barbarians,  you 

«  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  p.  699.  1      ^  iEfchio.  Orat*  cont.  Ctcfiph.  p, 

*  Ifocr.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.*  318.  |  457« 
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alone  fliall  be  honoured  with  a  crown  *.'*  Not  long  after^ 
fame  AthenLin  troops,  under  the  command  of  Cimon,  gain«» 
ing  confiderable  advantages  in  Thrace,  on  their  return  de- 
manded a  reward.  lu  the  commemorative  infcriptions  that 
xvere  engraven,  a  general  ealogium  was  pafled  on  the  troops, 
bnt  no  perfon  was  particular! j  named  ^. 

A^  each  citizen  might  be  ufeful,  and  was  not  liable  to  be 
humiliated  every  indant  by  unjuil  diftinâions,  all  knew  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  acquire  perfonal  refpeâ;  and,  aa 
manners  were  pure  and  fimple,  they  pofTefled  in  general  that 
independence  and  dignity,  which  men  lofe  only  by  the  mul« 
tjplicity  of  wants  and  mterefis. 

I  fhall  not  adduce»  as  doing  honoilr  to  this  age,  the  difliii* 
guilhed  homage  rendered  by  the  Athenians  to  the  integritj 
of  Aridides*  This  happened  at  a  reprefentation  of  one  of 
the  dramas  of  ^Ichylus.  The  aftor  having  faid  that  Am- 
phiaraus  was  lefs  anxious  to  appear  a  man  of  worth  than  reallj 
to  be  fo,  every  eye  was  immediately  turned  towards  Ariiti- 
des  ^.  A  nation  that  is  corrupted  might  make  a  fimilar  ap- 
plication :  but  the  Atiienians  had  always  more  deference  for 
the  opinions  of  Arillides  than  for  thofe  of  Themiîlocies  ;  and 
this  we  ibould  not  have  fcen  in  a  corrupted  nation. 

'After  their  fucceffes  againft  th6  Peifians,  the  pride  attend« 
ant  on  victory  ^  united  itfelf  in  their  hearts  with  the  virtues 
by  which  that  vi£lory  had  been  procured  ;  and  this  J)ride  ap* 
peared  the  more  well  founded,  as  men  had  never  fought  in  a 
more  juft  or  more  important  caufe. 

When  a  poor  and  virtuous  nation  fuddenly  attains  a  certain 
point  of  elevation,  one  of  two  things  muil  neceflarily  happen; 
either  that  to  prtferve  its  conflitution  it  fhail  renounce  every 
idea  of  aggrandizement,  in  which  cafe  it  peaceably  enjoys  its  own 
cfteetn,  and  the  refpcft  of  other  nations,  which  happened  to 


^  Plut,  in  C»m.  p.  483.  I      b  Pîut.  in  Arifl.  p.  320. 

^   JElchm.  .Oi.'t.  cont.  Ctc%h.  p.         ^  AxUloph.  li^juiu  v,  779. 
458.    liut.  iu  Cim.  p.  48 i,  ' 
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the  Lacedaemonians  ;  or  that  it  ihall  determine  at  anj  rate  to 
increafe  its  power,  and  then  it  becomes  unjuft  and  oppreffive, 
as  was  the  cafe  with  the  Athenians. 

Themiftocles  led  them  allraj  in  the  path  he  pointed  out  to 
them;  and  their  leading  (latefmen,  far  from  moderating^ 
feemed  only  attentive  to  inflame  their  ardour. 

On  the  fécond  invafion  of  the  Periians,  Miltiades  propofed 
to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  open  field  ^«  This  projeâ  was 
worthy  the  conqueror  of  Marathon»  That  of  ThemiAocles 
was  perhaps  fiill  bolder  :  he  ventured  to  advife  the  Athenians 
to  truft  their  fate  to  a  naval  combat.  There  were  powerful 
reafons  againft  this  plan  of  defence.  The  Athenians  fcarceiy 
knew  how  to  fleer  their  feeble  fhips  i  they  had  no  experience 
in  maritime  engagements.  It  was  impolfible  to  forefee  that 
Xerxes  would  attack  the  Greeks  in  a  ilrait  ;  and  how  could 
Themiftocles  flatter  himfelf,  as  he  aflèrtéd,  that  he  fitould  be 
able  at  all  events  to  force  â  paiTage  through  the  Perûan  fleet, 
and  lafely  convey  the  people  of  Athens  to  a  di fiant  country  ? 
However  this  may  be,  fuccefs  juflified  Themiflocles. 

Bat  if  the  eflabliOiment  of  a  navy  proved  the  falvation  of 
Athens,  it  foon  became  the  inflrument  of  her  ambition  and 
her  ruin  ^.  Themiflocles,  who  wifhed  to  render  his  country 
the  mofl  powerful  flate  in  Greece,  that  he  might  be  the  firft 
citizen  of  that  Hate,  gave  orders  to  form  a  new  port,  to  build 
an  additional  number  of  galleys,  and  put  on  board  the  fleet 
the  foldiers,  artifans,  hufbandmen,  and  that  multitude  of 
flrangers  he  had  brought  to  Athens  from  every  nation.  After 
counfelling  them  to  fpare  the  dates  on  the  continent  who  had 
joined  Xerxes,  he  attacked  without  mercy  the  iflands  which 
had  been  under  the  nccrlTity  of  fubmitting  to  the  Perfians*^: 
he  feized  on  tlieir  treafures  ;  and  on  Jiis  return  to  his  country 
purchafed  partifans,  whom  he  retained  and  difguftcd  by  his 
oflcntation.     Cimon  and  the  other  generals,  enriched  by  the 


d  Stcûmbr.  ap.  Plut.  in  Thciaift.  p.  I      ^  Ifocr.  dc  Pac.  t.  i.  p.  39.?. 
iij,  I      f  Plut.  in  Thcmiû.  p.  xaa. 
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fame  means,  difplayed  a  magnificence  hitherto  unknown  :  af« 
ter  the  example  of  Themiflocles,  they  had  now  no  other  ob- 
jeâ  but  to  concur  in  the  aggrandizement  of  the  republic  y  an 
idea  that  prevailed  in  every  mind. 

The  people,  elated  with  pride  at  feeing  their  generals  lay 
at  their  feet  the  fpoils  and  voluntary  or  forced  fubmiffions  of 
the  cities  united  to  their  dominions,  impetuoufly  difperfed 
themCelves  over  all  the  feas,  and  appeared  on  every  coaft, 
multiplying  conque  (Is  which  infenfibly  perverted  the  charac- 
ter of  the  national  valour  ;  for  thefe  courageous  foldiers,  who 
had  braved  death  in  the  fields  of  Marathon  and  Plataea,  now 
fervilely  occupied  in  maritime  operations,  were,  for  the  mod 
part,  employed  only  in  attempting  cautious  defcents,  furprif- 
ing  defencelefs  towns,  and  ravaging  abandoned  fields;  a 
fpecies  of  war  that  teaches  men  to  eftimate  their  comparative 
ilrength,  to  approach  the  enemy  with  care  and  fear,  and  to 
take  to  flight  without  a  bluih  ^. 

The  national  manners  received  the  fatal  blow  which  an  in* 
tercourfe  with  foreigners,  the  rivalry  of  power  or  influence, 
the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  and  the  third  of  gain,  inevitably  give 
to  a  government  founded  on  virtue.  That  multitude  of  ob- 
fcure  citizens  who  ferved  on  board  the  fleets,  and  to  whom 
the  republic  owed  every  attention,  (ince  ihe  owed  to  theoa 
her  glory,  contraâed  In  their  espeditions  the  vices  of  pirates  ; 
and,  becoming  every  day  more  enterprifing,  ruled  without 
controul  in  the  public  aiTembly,  and  transferred  the  authority 
into  the  hands  of  the  multitude,  an  almoft  unavoidable  con- 
fequence  in  a  flate  poiTefling  a  flourlihing  navy  ^«  Two  or 
three  anecdotes  will  ibow  how  very  foon  the  principles  of 
right  and  equity  became  enfeebled  among  the  people. 

Some  months  after  ihe  battle  of  Plataea,  Themiftocles 
publicly  declared  that  he  had  conceived  an  important  projeâ, 
the  fuccefs  of  which  could  only  be  fecured  by  the  mod  im- 

^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  706.    |      *»  Aritt.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  c.  3.  p.  389. 

ct  39©.     Piut.  in  Th(fh:.  p.  l%i. 
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penetrable  fecrecy.  The  people  anfwered  :  *'  Let  ît  bc  cotn-i 
municated  to  Ariftides,  we  refer  ourfelres  to  him."  The- 
mîftocles  drew  the  latter  afide,  aad  faid  to  him  :  "  The  fleet 
of  our  allies  is  now  lying,  without  fafpicion,  in  the  port  of 
Pagafac  ;  I  propofe  to  burn  it,  and  we  are  mailers  of  Greece." 
**  Athenians,"  faid  Ariftides,  **  nothing  can  be  more  for  your 
intcreft  than  the  projcft  of  Themiftocles  ;  but  nothing  can  be 
fo  unjuft."  We  will  hear  no  more  of  xt,  exclaimed  the  whole 
^flembly  with  one  voice  *. 

Some  years  after,  the  Samians  propofed  to  the  Athenians 
to  violate  an  article  of  the  treaty  entered  into  with  the  allies. 
The  people  alked  the  opinion  of  Ariftides  :  *'  The  propofal 
of  the  Samians  is  unjuft,^'  anfwered  he,  **  but  it  is  to  your 
iotereft."  The  people  approved  the  projefl:  of  the  Samians  K 
In  a  word,  after  a  fliort  interval  of  time,  and  under  Pericles, 
the  Athenians,  on  more  occaiioos  than  one,  had  the  infolence 
to  avow  that  the  only  law  of  nations  they  were  acquainted 
with  was  force  ^ 


SECT.    II. 

AGE  OF  FERIGLES  *• 


Pericles  very  early  perceived,  that  his  birth  and  riches 
gave  him  claims  to  power,  and  rendered  him  fufpeâed  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  His  fears  were  augmented  by  other  circum- 
fiances.  Some  old  men,  who  had  known  Piûftratus,  thought 
they  difcovered  him  again  in  the  young  Pericles,  who  they 
aiRrmed  had  the  fame  features,  the  fame  tone  of  voice,  and 
the  fartie  powers  of  eloquence  "^  :  it  was  neccffary  to  obtain 
a  pardon  for  this  refemblance,  and  its  concomitant  advan-^ 


i  Plat,  in  Arift.  p.  33a.     Pint,  in 
Themift.  p.  laa. 
•^  Id.  in  Arift.  p.  334. 
*  Thacyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  if,  &c. 


•  From  the  year  444'  to  the  ycir 
404  before  Chrift. 

"  PlttC.  la  Per.  p.  155. 
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tages.  Pericles  dedicated  his  early  years  to  the  ftudy  o^ 
pkilofopby,  without  interfering  in  public  affairs,  and  appear* 
cd  to  court  no  other  diftindlioa  but  that  of  valour  °. 

After  the  death  of  Ariilides  and  the  exile  of  ThemiflocleSy 
Ci  mon  took  the  reins  of  government  ;  but,  frequently  occu- 
pied with  di(tant  expeditions,  lefc  the  Athenians  to  fluâuace 
between  fcveral  candidates,  incapable  of  fixing  their  confi- 
dence. Pericles  was  now  feen  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  fo- 
ci cty,  renounce  pleafures,  and  attrafl  the  attention  of  the 
multitude  by  a'folemn  ilep,  a  decent  carriage,  a  modeft  ex- 
terior, and  irreproachable  manners  *'.  *  At  length  he  appeared 
in  the  nflembly,  and  his  firft  eflays  aftôniCbed  the  Athenians. 
He  was  indebted  to  nature  for  making  him  the  mod  eloquent 
of  men,  and  to  iludy  for  perfeâing  what  he  had  received 
from  nature,  and  rendering  him  the  fir  ft  of  the  Grecian 
oratoia  P. 

The  celebrated  mafters  who  had  inftruâed  his  infancy,  con- 
tinuing to  guide  him  by  their  couafels,  taught  him  the  firft 
principles  of  politics  and  morals  :  his  genius  made  their  know-  ^ 
ledge  his  own  ^  ;  hence  that  profundity,  that  plenitude  of  in- 
formation, that  force  of  ftyle,  which  he  could  occafionallj 
foften,  tbofe  graces  which  he  did  not  neglecl  but  never  af- 
feâed,  and  other  innumerable  great  qualities  that  enabled 
him  to  perfuade  fuch  as  he  could  not  convince,  and  to  impel 
even  tbofe  who  were  alike  infenfible  to  perfuafion  and  convic- 
tion. 

His  difcourfes  difcovered  a  commanding  majefty  that  over- 
whelmed the  mind*  Tkis  was  the  fruit  of  his  converlations 
with  the  philofopher  Anaxagoras,  who,  by  explaining  to  hinn 
the  principles  of  beings  and  the  phaenomena  of  nature,  feem- 
ed  to  have  raifed  to  ftill  greater  fublimity  his  naturally  ele- 
vated mind^ 

lé.  ibid.  I  p.  345.    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1%.  p.  96» 
**  Plut,  in  " 


o  Id.  ibid.  p.  154  et  155.  **  plut,  in  Per.  p.  156. 

P  Cicer.  de  Clar.  otat.  cap.  ii.  t.  i.  |       ^  i^^  j],^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


INTRODUCTION.  I77 

Nor  was  the  dezterkj  with  which  he  pfefled  his  ad^erfa* 
ties  and  eluded  their  purfuits  lefs  admired.  For  this  he  wat 
indebted  to  the  philofopher  Zeno  of  Elea,  who  had  more  than 
once  Gondu&ed  hina  through  the  mazes  of  a  captious  logic,  to 
difcover  to  him  its  fecret  iflues  '  ;  oife  of  the  greateft  anta^ 
gonifts  of  Pericles  therefore  often  faid  s  **  When  I  have  got 
him  down,  and  am  holding  him  under  me,  he  cries  out  that 
he  is  not  vanquished  »  and  perfuades  everj  body  to  believe 
him  '.» 

Pericles  knew  the  Athenians  too  well  not  to  fbtind  his  hopes 
on  his  eloquence»  and  was  too  well  acquainted  i^ith  the  ex» 
cellence  of  that  endowment  not  to  be  the  firft  to  refpeâ  it; 
Before  he  appeared  ill  public,  he  fecret) j  endeavoured  ftrong* 
I7  to  imprefs  his  mind  with  the  ideii  that  he  was  about  to  ad- 
drefs  free  men^  Greeks,  and  Athenians  "; 

He  refrained»  notwithftanding,  a&  much  as  poflible,  from 
appearing  at  the  afTembly,  becaufe,  alwajs  intent  on  purfuing 
gradually  the  profjea  of  raifiog  himfelf  to  power,  he  feared 
bj  new  fuceeffes  to  obliterate  the  impreffion  made  by  thofe 
he  had  before  obtained*  and  too  precipitately  to  carry  the  ad« 
miration  of  the  people  to  that  point  whence  it  only  can  de- 
fcend.  The  public  judged  that  an  oratory  who  difdained  the 
applaufea  he  was  certain  of  receivings  merited  the  confidence 
he  did  not  feek»  and  that  the  afiPairs  he  propofed  for  difcuffion 
muft  be  important  indeed,  fince  they  had  conftrained  him  to 
break  filence  '4 

A  high  idea  was  formed  of  the  power  he  had  over  his  own 
paflions^  when  one  day  that  the  afiembly  continued  its  deli<« 
beratioDS  until  night,  they  faw  him  perpetmtlly^  interrupted 
and  infulted  by  a  fimple  individual,'  who  followed  him  with 
revilings  even  to  his  houfe^  where  Pericles  oooUy  direâed 
one  of  his  floves  to  take  a  flambeau  and  light  the  man  home  '^ 

»  Id.  ifcid.  p.  J54.  I       "  Plut.  Apnphth.  t.  ii.  p.  x86i 

«  U.  iWd.  p.  isO.    Id.   Prfcc.  Qcr,  I      *  Plat.  In  Per.  p.  155. 
keip.  t.  ii.  p.  Zo%,  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  J54, 
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When  it  was  obfervcd,  in  (hort»  that  he  dlfplajed  in  every 
thing  not  onlj  the  talent,  but  even  the  virtue  adapted  to  the 
cireumfiance  ;  in  his  domeftic  life,  the  fimplicitj  and  fruga- 
lity of  ancient  tiroes  ;  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  afairs, 
an  unalterable  difintereflednefs  and  probity  ;  in  the  command 
of  armies,  a  careful  attention  to  leave  nothing  to  chance,  and 
to  riik  his  reputation  rather  than  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  '^  ; 
men  concluded  that  a  mind  capable  of  contemning  praife  and 
xnfult,  wealth,  fuperfiuities,  and  even  glory  itfelf,  couM  not 
but  poflefs  that  noble  zeal  for  the  public  good  that  annihilates 
all  other  pai&ons,  or  at  leaft  concentrates  them  in  a  fingle  fen- 
timent.  , 

It  was  this  illufion  above  all  that  raifcd  Pericles  ;  and  he 
found  means  to  maintain  the  charaâer  he  had  acquired  forty 
years  *,  in  the  midft  of  an  enlightened  people,  jealous  of  their 
authority,  and  who  as  cafily  tired  of  their  admiration  as  their 
obedience. 

He  firft  (hared  the  public  favour  before  he  obtained  it  un- 
divided. Cimon  was  at  the  head  of  the  nobles  and  the  rkh  ; 
Pericles  declared  in  favour  of  the  multitude  he  defpifed,  which 
gave  him  a  confiderable  party.  Cimon,  who  by  lawfu  means 
had  acquired  an  immenfc  fortune  in  his  expeditions,  employ- 
ed it  in  embelliihing  the  city  and  in  relieving  the  wretched. 
Pericles,  by  the  afcendency  he  had  gained,  difpofed  of  the 
public  treafurc  of  the  Athenians  and  their  allies,  filled  Athens 
with  the  nobleft  produftions  of  art,  afiigned  penfions  to  the 
pooreft  citixens,  diftributed  among  them  part  of  the  oooquer- 
cd  lands,  augmented  the  number  of  the  feftivals,  and  granted 
an  emolument  to  thofe  who  fat  as  judges  in  the  courts,  and 
thofe  who  ihould  be  prefent  at  the  fpeâacles  and  general  af- 
femblies  ^.  The  people  feeing  only  the  hand  that  gave,  ihut 
their  eyes  to  the  fource  from  whence  it  drew.     They  beeame 

*  Id.fl>îd.  p.  r6i,  16»,  *c,  I   .  ï>  Ariftot.  de  Rep    lib.  t.  cap.  r». 

*  Id,  ibid.  p.  i^i.  J  t.  a.  p.  ^36.    Plut.  ÎA  Per.  p.  1^6  «t 
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inore  and  teore  unked  to  Pericles»  who,  to  attach  them  ftill 
more  ftrooglj  to  himfelf»  rendered  them  the  accomplices  of 
the  repeated  afts  of  injuftice  of  which  he  was  gailtj»  and 
made  ufe  of  them  to  ftrike  tbofe  great  ftrokes  which  bj'mav 
nifefting  power  augment  it.  He  procured  the  banifiiment  of 
Gimon,  on  a  fal(e  acculatioa  p(  maintaining  a  fufpicious  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Lacedaemonians  ^  ;  and,  under  frivolous 
pretexts»  deilroyed  the  authority  of  tlie  areopagus,  which 
vigorottQy  oppofed  its  influence  to  his  innovations  and  the 
growing  licentioufncfs  of  the  times  ^. 

After  the  death  of  Cimoni  Thucydides,  his  brother-in-law» 
laboured  to  reanimate  the  tottering  party  of  the  principal  ci- 
tizens. He  poifeûed  not  the  military  talents  of  Pericles  ;  yet, 
equally  Ikilfol  with  him  in  luanaging  the  inclinations  and  pre- 
judices of  the  public»  he»  for  fome  time»  maintained  an  equi- 
librium» but  at  length  was  condemned  to  banifiiment  by  the 
oftracifm  *. 

From  this  moment  Pericles  changed  bis  fyflem  :  he  had 
fubjugatcd  the  party  of  the  rich  by  flattering  the  multitude  ; 
and  he  now  fnfajugated  the  multitude  by  refiraining  their  ca- 
prices» Cometimes  by  an  invincible  oppofition»  and  at  others 
by  the  wifdom  of  his  counfels^  or  the  charms  of  his  elo- 
quence '•  Every  thing  was  governed  by  his  will»  though 
tvery  thbg  was  apparently  trànfaâed  according  to  the  c(la« 
bliflied  laws  and  ouftoms  ;  and  liberty»  lulled  into  fecurity  by 
the  obfervance  of  the  republican  forms,  imperceptibly  expired 
nnder  the  tyranny  of  genius. 

In  proportion  as  Pericles  augmented  his  power»  he  was  lefs 
laviih  of  his  influence  and  his  pretence*  Confiniog  himfelf 
to  a  fnnU  circle  of  relations  and  friends^  he  was  fuppofed  to 
be  iblely  occupied  with  plans  fisr  the  pacification  or  overthrow 
of  Greece^  while,  from  bis  retirement,'  he  kept  a  vigilant 
eye  over  the  different  branches  of  government.     The  Athe« 

-' ■  >■■ , Ill      II     >nii<ifc^>— 4     nil»»  iwij"  ^■n^ii  I*  ■■>  ■»!>    ilnwim      >*»' 

*  Plut,  in  eîm.  p.  489.  I      «  Plut,  in  Per.  p.  158  et  i$t. 

'  Id;  îa  Per.  p.  157.  |      f  Id.  ibid,  p  i6x. 
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nians,  docfle  to  the  impulfe,  implicltlj  obeyed  the  firft  movef^ 
becaafe  thej  rarely  faw  him  court  their  fuffrages  ;  an4  equally 
extravagant  in  their  exprcffioos  as  their  fentiments,  they  re^ 
prefented  Pericles  only  under  the  fetnblance  of  the  cnoft  po- 
tent of  the  gods.  Was  his  voice  heard  on  important  occa» 
fions  ;  they  exclaimed  that  Jupiter  had  intmfied  him  with 
his  thunder  and  his  lightning ':  did  he,  oo  others,  aâ  only 
by  the  mediation  of  his  creatures  ;  they  refledted  that  the  fo« 
vereign  of  the  ikies  committed  to  fabordinate  genii  the  mv- 
nutise  of  the  government  of  the  imiverle. 

Pericles  extended,  by  fpkndid  viâories,  the  dominions  of 
the  republic  ;  but  when  he  faw  the  Athenian  power  attain  t* 
a  certain  point  of  elevation,  he  deemed  it  difgraceful  to  foiFer 
it  to  decline,  and  a  misfortune  any  farther  to  augment  it.  All 
liis  operations  were  governed  by  this  eonfideration  ;  and  it 
was  the  triumph  of  his  politics  fo  long  to  have  retained  the 
Athenians  in  ina6l:ion,  while  he  held  their  allies  in  dependence^ 
and  kept  Lacedaemon  in  awe. 

The  Athenians,  full  of  the  confcioufnefi  of 'their  power, 
of  that  confcioufnefs  which  in  the  higher  ranks  produces 
haughtinefs  and  pride,  but  in  the  multitude  infolence  and  £01» 
rocity,  no  longer  confined  their  views  to  the  fovereignty  of 
Greece,  but  meditated  the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  Carthage,  Si« 
cily,  acd  Etruria.  Perides  fuffered  thefe  vaft  projefts  to  eva« 
porate,  and  only  was  the  more  attentive  to  the  conduA  of  the 
allies  of  Athens  ^. 

The  republic  fucceflively  broke  through  diofe  ties  of  eqiia» 
lity  which  had  formed  the  confederation  between  them  and 
their  allies  :  they  impofed  a  yoke  on  them  more  humiliating 
than  the  conditions  they  had  exaâed  from  the  barbamns,  as 
T^  is  more  eafy  to'accuftom  men  to  fubmtt  t»  violence  than  to 
injuftice.     Among  other  fnbjeâs  of  complaint,  the  allies  re- 


*  ^  Ariftoph.  in  Atham.  t.  5^9.  Pint;  ]••    J»  Hbcr.  &t  Pic.  t.  i.  p.  40S. 
in  Per.  p.  i  j6.    Cic.  Oxat.  «p.  9.  t-  i.  I  in  Per.  p.  164.  .    .. 
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]Hroaclied  the  Athenians  with  applying  to  the  embelHfliment 
«f  their  dtj,  the  fuma  annuallj  granted  bj  them  all  to  carrj 
on  the  war  againft  the  Perfians.  Pericles  anfwered,  that  the 
fleets  of  the  republic  fecured  her  allies  from  the  infults  of  the 
barbarians,  and  that  fiie  had  no  other  engagement  to  fulfil  K 
On  this  Eubœa,  Samos,  and  Bjzantinm,  revolted  ;  but  En- 
bœa  foon  after  returned  to  her  obedience  \  Byzantium  brought 
again  the  cuftomarj  tribute  ',  and  Samoa,  after  a  vigorous 
refiftance,  indemnified  the  Athenians  for  the  expences  of  the 
war,  delivered  up  her  fliips,  demolifted  her  walls,  and  gave 
hofiages  "• 

The  Peloponnefian  league  had  now  a  new  proof  of  the 
defpoti&n  the  Athenians  ezercifed  over  their  allies,  and  to 
which  they  would  one  day  fuhjeâ  their  enemies*  Alarmed 
for  a  long  time  paft  at  the  rapiditf  of  their  progrefs,  and  by 
ao.meana  relying  on  the  fubfifting  treaties,  confirmed  by  a 
trace  of  thirty  years  ^  %  the  ceniederates  would  more  than 
once  have  arrefted  the  courfe  mt  their  -viâories,  had  they  been 
able  to  oveffpraie  the  ea(trc|M  rapignance  of  the  Lacedaemo* 
oians  for  every  kind  of  war« 

Such  waa  the  difpofition  of  mens  minds  among  the  Gre-* 
ciaa  ftates.  Pericles  was  odi<Mis  to  fome,  and  formidable  to 
all.  His  reign,  for  fo  his  adminiftration  may  be  called  <^,  had 
not  been  fliaken  by  the  clamours  of  envy,  and  ftill  lefs  by  the 
fatires  or  failles  of  pleafantry  launched  againft  him  from  the 
^eatre,  or  in  fociety.  But  to  that  fpecies  of  vengeance  which 
confeles  the  people  for  their  weaknefs,  at  length  (ucceeded 
coofoied  murmurs,  mingled  with  a  gloomy  inquietude  that 
prefaged  an  approaching  revolution.  His  enemies,  not  daring 
^treaty  to  attack  him,  tried  their  weapons  againft  thofe  who 
had  merited  his  proteâion  or  his  friendfliip. 


i  Plot,  in  Per.  p.  158. 
k  Thueyd.  lib.  z.  cap.  X14.    Dlod. 
Sic  lib.  12.  p.  75. 
1  Id.  ibid.  ctp.  117. 
'^  Id.  ibid.    Plut,  in  Per.  p.  167. 


°  Id.  ibid.  Gip.  115.  . 

*  The  year  445  before  Chrifi.  Dod- 
well,  in  Annal.  Thueyd.  p.  104. 

^  Thueyd.  Ub.  a.  cap.  65.  PJat.  ip 
Per.  p.  ij6. 
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Phidias,  introfted  with  the  fuperio tendance  of  tbe  fpperb 
monuments  which  decorate  Athensi  was  accufed  of  having 
embezzled  part  of  the  gold  he  liad  received  to  enrich  the  fta- 
tue  of  Minerva  :  he  proved  his  innocence,  but  neverthelefa 
ended  his  dajs  in  prifon,  Aoaxagoras»  the  mod  religious 
perhaps  of  the  philofophers,  was  judiciallj  profecoted  for  im- 
piety, and  obliged  to  flj.  The  fpoufe,  the  tender  friend  of 
Pericles,  the  celebrated  Afpafia,  accufed  of  having  infulted 
religion  by  her  converfation,  and  good  morals  by  her  conduft, 
pleaded  her  own  caufe  ;  and  the  tears  of  her  huiband  with  di£« 
ficulty  faved  her  from  the  feverity  of  her  judges  p. 

Thefe  attacks  were  but  the  prelude  of  thofe  intended  againft 
Pericles  himfelF,  when  an  unforeften  event  revived  his  hopeSf 
and  more  firmly  eftabliOied  his  authority. 

Corcyra  had  for  feme  years  been  at  war  with  Corinth  % 
from  which  city  Ihe  derives  her  origin.  By  the  general  law 
of  Greece,  a  foreign  power  is  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  dif- 
ferences between  a  mother  country  and  her  colonies»  But  it 
was  the  interell  of  the  Athenians  «o  attach  to  themfelves  a 
people  with  a  flour ilhing  navy,  and  whofe  ûtuation  enabled 
them  tq  favour  the  paiTage  of  their  fleets  into  Sicily  and  Italy* 
They  admitted  the  Corey reans  into  their  alliance,  and  fent 
them  fuccours  ;  on  which  the  Corinthians  loudly  complained 
that  the  Athenians  had  broken  the  truce. 

Potidsea,  another  colony  of  the  Cprinthians,  had  taken  part 
with  the  Athenians.  The  latter,  fufpeâing  their  fidelity,  or- 
dered the  Potidseans  not  only  to  give  them  hoftages,  but  to 
demolifli  their  walls,  and  to  expel  die  magiftrates  annuallj 
lent  them,  conformably  to  cuftom,  by  the  mother  country. 
Potidsea  upon  this  joined  the  Peloponnefian  league,  and  was 
laid  fiege  to  by  the  Athenians  '. 

Some  time  before,  the  Athenians,  under  fome  frivolous  pre- 
text, had  excluded  from  their  ports  and  markets  the  inhabi- 

P  Diod.  Sic.  Hb.  J«.  p.  55.    Plat.în  I      ^  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  caj».  aj.  &c. 
^er.  p.  169.    Philoch.  ap.  Sdkol.  Ari-  i      ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  56. 
ftoph.  in  Pac.  ▼.  604.  I 
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tants  of  Megara,  the  allies  of  Lacedasmon*,  Other  cities  had 
been  likewife  deprived  of  their  laws  and  liberties. 

Corinthy  wifhing  to  excite  a  general  war,  efpouGed  their 
quarrels*  and  found  n>eans  to  engage  them  to  demand  exem- 
plary fatisfaaloa  through  the  Lacedaemonians,  the  chiefs  of 
the  Peloponnedaa  league  ^.  The  deputies  of  thefe  different 
cities  arrive  at  Lacedaernon  :  thej  are  affembled,  and  expo£e 
their  grievances  with  equal  afperitj  and  vehemence  ;  tbej  re- 
late their  pad  fufierings,  their  future  apprehenfions,  and  ut- 
ter all  that  a  joft  vengeance  can  diâate,  or  jealoufy  and  ha« 
tred  infpire.  When  the  minds  of  the  affembly  are  prepared 
to  receive  ftill  (Irooger  impreflions,  one  ol  the  Corinthiaa 
«mbaffadors  takes  up  the  fubjeâ  ^,  and  reproaches  the  Lace* 
dsemonians  with  that  good  faith»  which  forbids  them  to  fufpeâ 
the  iafiocerity  of  others  ;  and  that  moderation  imputed  to 
them  as  a  merit,  which  renders  them  fo  indifferent  to  the  in-* 
terefts  of  the  neighbouring  powers.  *^  How  often  have  wq 
apprifed  you/'  ùlj  they,  *'  of  the  projeâs  of  the  Athenians  Î 
and  how  neceffary  is  it  again  to  remind  you  of  them  ?  Cor<« 
cyra,  whofe  navy  might,  on  oçcalion^  fo  powerfully  aififl  us, 
has  entered  into  their  alliance  ^  Po^daea,  the  city  which  fe-* 
cured  opr  poiTeilioas  in  Thrace,  is  about  to  fall  into  theic 
handsw'-  We^fiooufe  none  but  y^u-as  the  aujJhors  of  our  loffes } 
you,  w^io,.  after  the  Median  war,  permitted  our  enemies  to 
fortify  their  city,  and  extend •  theic.  eoAquefts,!  you,  who  are 
the  proteâoTs  of  liberty,  yet  by.  your  ûl€ùoc  favour  flavery  ; 
you,  who  deliberate  when  It  is  time  to  aâ,  and  who  never 
think  of  your  defence  till  the  enen^y  falls  Sn.you  with  all  his 
forces.  It  is  ftill  frelh  in  our  Bi^mon6§,»|b]|t^t^e  Medes  jf- 
fulng  from  the  depths  of  Aûa  had  over-run  all.  Greece|  and 
penetrated  even  into  Peloponnefus,  wbilft  you  remained  ioa<> 
tive  in  your  houfes*  It  is  not  aga^nil  a  diftant  cation  you 
will  have  to  fight,  but  agfiinft  a  people  at  your  dpors;  againft 

■-'■        ■» ■ ■   *■;"     *■  -  '    ."*■   *■'    ■■■■-■1    ■^■■■ii^T 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  67.    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1      '  Id.  ibid. 
J  a.  p.  96.  I      "  Id,  ibid.  cap.  6$, 
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tfaofe  Athenians  wbofe  refources  and  oharader  70a  have  nem 
known«  and  with  which  jrou  ftill  are  unacquainted  :  a  people 
ardent  in  formîqg  projeâs  ;  flctlful  in  varying  them  according 
to  circumfiances  ;  fe  prompt  in  their  execution,  that  to  defire 
and  to  poffirff  with  then»  are  the  fame  thing  ;  fo  prefumptuous 
as  to  imagine  tbemfelves  robbed  of  thofe  conquers  thejr  have 
not  been  able  to  effeâ  ;  and  fo  grafping  as  never  to  linnit  tbem- 
felves to  thofe  they  have  obtained  :  a  bold  and  tutbiilent  na^ 
tion,  whofe  courage  augments  with  their  danger,  ^s  their 
hope  increafes  with  misfortune  ;  who  regard  indolence  as  a 
torm^nti  and  whom  the  gods  in  their  anger  have  call  upon 
the  earth,  never  to  know  irepofr,  nor  evçr  to  fuffer  it  to  bç 
enjoyed  by  others. 

*•  What  hav^  you  to  oppofe  to  fo  many  advantages  ?  Pw« 
je&s  bençath  your  powers,  diffidence  in  the  wifeft  refolutions, 
tardinefs  in  your  operations,  difcouragement  at  the  flighteft 
check,  dread  of  extending  your  domains,  negligence  in  pre- 
ferving  them  ;  every  thing,  even  your  very  princif^es,  is  as 
injurions  to  the  repqfe  of  Greece  as  to  your  own  faff  ty.  Not 
to  attack  %dj  one  ;  to  be  always  prepared  againft  an 'attack  ; 
tbefe  means  do  not  ahvays  appear  to  you  fufficient  to  fecure 
the  happineis  of  a  people.  You  wifh  never  to  cepel  iafalfi 
but  when  fpme  real  prejudice  refults  from  it  to  the  country  : 
a  fatal  maxim,  which,  if  adopted  by  the  neighbouring  na> 
lions,  would  fâtrçely  fecure  you  from  their  inyafions. 

**  O  Lacedssmonians  !  y^u^  cohduA  is  too  ftrongly  tinâur- 
cd  with  the  fimpltcky  of  the  £rft  ages»  Other  times  demand 
other  manners,  and  another  fyilem.  Immobility  of  principles 
can  fuit  only  a  flate  certain  of  enjoying  an  eternal  peace  ;  but 
when,  by  her  conneôions  with  other  nations,  the  interefls  of 
a  city  become  mor^  complicated,  (he  muft  recur  to  a  more 
itfinéd  poKayé  Abjure  then,  after  the  example  of  the  Athe- 
nians, that  upr!|;btnefs  which  cannot  accommodate  itfelf  to 
events  ;  lay  afide  that  indolence  which  keeps  you  (hut  vp^ 
within  the  precinQs  of  your  wall|,  make  an  irruption  into 
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Attteai  and  force  not  jour  allies,  jour  faithful  friends,  to 
throw  themfelvea  into  the  arms  of  joar  enemies.  Then, 
placed  at  the  bead  of  the  nations  of  Pelopoonefos,  joa  will 
ikow  jourfelves  worthy  of  the  empire  onr  anceftors  beftowed 
00  your  virtues.'^ 

Some  Athenian  deputies,  brought  by  other  affairs  to  Lace- 
daenaon,  defired  to  fpeak  ;  not  to  reply  to  the  accufations  they 
had  heard,  the  Lacedaemonians  were  not  their  judges  ;  thej 
wiflied  only  to  induce  the  aifembly  to  fufpend  a  decifion  which 
might  be  followed  by  the  mod  fatal  confeqnences  '• 

They  reminded  the  Lacedsemonians  with  much  comida* 
cency  of  the  battles  of  Marathon  and  Salamis.  Thefe  the 
Athenians  had  gained  :  they  had  expelled  the  barbarians,  and 
ikved  Greece.  A  people  capable  of  fuch  great  achievements 
doubtlcfs  merited  fome  attention.  *♦  Enry,**  faid  they,  *•  now 
imputes  Co  them  as  2,  crime  the  authority  they  esercife  over 
part  of  the  Grecian  ftates  ;  but  it  is  Lacedsemon  who  has 
transferred  to  them  that  right  :  they  préférée  it,  becaufe  It 
could  not  be  abandoned  without  danger  :  •  they  exert  it,  how« 
ever,  with  mildnefs,  i^nd  not  with  feverity  ;  and  if  they  are 
fbmetimes  obliged  to  employ  rigour,  it  is  from  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  retaining  the  weak  in  fubjeâion  by  other  means  than 
force*  Let  Ijacedasmon  ceaie  to  liilen  to  the  unjuft  com- 
plaints  of  the  allies  of  Athens,  and  the  jealous  anger  of  her 
own  :  let  her,  before  flie  takes  a  part  in  the  difpute,  refleft 
on  the  importance  of  the  intereits  about  to  be  difcufled,  and 
on  the  uncertainty  of  the  events  which  may  follow  a  decifion. 
Away  with  that  intoxication  that  allows  nations  only  to  liden 
to  the  voice  of  reafon,  when  they  have  funk  into  the  depths 
of  mifery  ;  which  makes  every  war  terminate  but  where  it 
ihould  have  begun.  There  U  yet  time,  and  we  may  brio{ 
our  differences  to  an  amicable  conclufion,  by  the  mode  pre- 
icribed  to  us  by  treaties  :  but  if,  in  contempt  of  oaths,  you 

*  Thncyd.  lib,  X.  ap.  7»- 
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break  the  truce,  we  will  take  the  gods,  the  avengers  of  per^ 
juiy,  to  witnefs,  and  prepare  for  the  moft  vigorous  defence  " 
Having  ended  this  harangue^  the  ambauadors  quitted  the 
aiTemblj  i  and  king  Arcbidaoius,  who  united  long  expelienoe 
to  profound  wifdom,  perceiving,  from  the  agitation  of  mens 
minds,  that  war  was  inevitable,  was  defirous  at  leaft  to  retard 
the  decifive  moment* 

"  People  of  Lacedœmon,"  faid  he  y,  "  I  have  been  witnela 
of  many  wars,  as  have  alfo  feveral  amongft  you,  and  am-  for 
that  very  reafon  but  the  more  difpofed  to  fear  for  the  event 
of  that  you  are  about  to  undertake.     Without  preparations, 
and  without  refources,  you  are  going  to  attack  a  nation  ex« 
pert  in  naval  affairs,  formidable  from  tlie  number   of  its  fol« 
diers  and  its  (hips,  and  rich  from  the  produftions  of  its  coan» 
try  and  the  tributes  of  its  allies.     What  is  to  infpire  you 
with  this  confidence  i  Is  it  your  fleet?  What  a  length  of  time 
will  it  require  to  reftore  it  ?  Is  it  the  ilate  of  your  finances  i 
We  have  no  public  treafury  >,  and  individuals  are  poor.     Is 
it  the  hope  of  detaching  from  Athens  het  allies  '  i   but  as 
the  greater  part  of  tltem  are.  iflaaders,  you  muft  be  mafters 
of  the  fea,  to  excite  and  maintain  their  defeâîon.     Is  it  the 
projeâ  of  ravaging  the  plains  of  Attica,  aitd  of  terminating 
this  mighty  quarrel  in  one  campaign  ?    Alas  I  do  you  ima- 
gine that  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  harveft  in  a  country  with  a  flou* 
liihing  commerce,  will  engage  the  Athenians  to  fae  to  you 
for  peace  ?  «Ah  !    how  much  more  do  I  dread  that  we  (hall 
be  compelled  to  leave  this  war  as  a  wretched  inheritance  to 
our  children  I.  The  hofiiiities  of   cities  and  individuals  are 
tranfient  ;  but  when  war  is  once  enkindled  between  two  porw* 
erful  ilates,  it  is  as  difficult  tp  forcfce  the  confet^ences,  as  to 
extricate  ourfelves  with  hooour. 

^'  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  we  fiiould  abandon  our  alUes 
to  oppreiSon  3  I  only  fay«  that,  previous  to  taking  arms,  we 

y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  79.  I      »  ThHcyd.  ibid. 

*  ?lut.  Apophth.  Lac.  t.  ii.  p.  ai;.     | 
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fhonld  feed  ambafladors  to  the  Athemans,  and  open  a  nego* 
dation.  They  have  jaft  propofed  to  us  this  mode  ;  and  it  were 
iojuftice  to  refuCe  it.  In  the  interval,  we  fhall  addrefs  our« 
fdves  to  the  nations  of  Greece,  and»  fince  necei&tj  requires 
it,  to  the  barbarians  themfelves,  in  order  to  obtain  fuccours 
in  money  and  ihips.  If  the  Athenians  rejeâ  our  complaints» 
we  will  repeat  them  after  two  or  three  years  preparations, 
when  we  (ball  perhaps  find  them  more  tradable. 

'*  The  tardinefs  imputed  to  us  has  always  conftituted  our 
fecurity  ;  never  have  praifes  or  reproache9  excited  us  to  rafli 
enterprifes.  We  are  not  ikiUed  enough  to  depreciate,  by  elo« 
quent  harangujeq,  the  power  of  our  enemies  ;  but  we  know, 
that,  to  enable  us  to  conquer^  we  muft  efteem  them,  judge 
pf  their  conduâ  by  our  own,  guard  ourfelves  againft  theic 
prudence,  as  well  as  againft  their  valour,  and  reckon  lefs  up« 
on  their  errors  than  on  the  wifdom  of  our  own  precautions. 
We  are  of  opinion,  that  one  man  does  not  differ  from  ano- 
ther ;  but  that  the  moft  formidable  is  he,  who,  on  critical 
occafiops,  condu&s  himfelf  with  the  mod  prudence  and  wif- 
dom. 

**  Let  us  not  deviate  from  the  maxims  we  have  received  from 
pur  fathers,  and  which  have  preferved  this  ftate*  Deliberate 
^t  leifure  ;  let  not  a  fingle  moment  decide  on  your  proper- 
ties, your  glory,  the  blood  of  fo  many  citizens,  and  the  def- 
^ny  of  fo  many  nations  i  let  war  be  prepared  fur,  but  de- 
clare it  not  ;  make  your  preparations  as  if  you  expe£led  no- 
thing from  your  negotiations  j  and  refleâ  that  thefe  meafures 
are  the  mod  ufeful  to  your  country,  and  the  beft  adapted  to 
intimidate  the  Athenians.'^ 

The  harangue  of  Archidamus  would  perhaps  have  pre- 
vented the  LaqedsBmoniansfrom  immediately  refohring  00  war, 
had  not  Sthenelaidas,  one  of  the  lephqri,  to  divert  its  effeft, 
immediately  exclaimed  ^: 


k  Id.  lib.  I.  cap.  86. 
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**  I  can  nnderftazid  nothing  of  the  verbofc  eloquence  of  the 
Athenians  :  their  own  eulogiam  is  their  inexhaaftible  theme, 
but  thej  never  utter  a  fingle  word  which  makes  for  their  de« 
fence.  The  more  irreproachable  their  condud  in  the  Median 
war,  the  more  difgraceful  is  it  at  this  day  ;  and  I  declare 
them  doublj  culpable,  fince  they  were  virtuous,  and  have 
ceafed  to  be  fo.  As  for  us»  ever  the  fame,  we  will  not  be- 
tray our  allies»  but  defend  them  with  the  fame  ardour  with 
which  they  are  attacked.  The  queftion»  however»  is  not 
now  refpefttng  fpeeches  and  difcuf&ons  i  it  is  not  by  words 
that  our  allies  have  been  injured.  The  moft  fpeedy  venge- 
ance alone  can  now  befit  the  dignity  of  Sparta  ;  and  let  it  not 
be  faid  that  we  ihould  deliberate  after  receiving  an  infult  ; 
our  enemies  (hould  have  deliberated  before  they  infulted  Us. 
Give  your  voices  then  for  war»  O  Lacedsmonians  !  and  at 
length  prefcribe  fome  limits  to  the  injuftice  and  ambition  of 
the  Athenians.  Let  us  march,  fecure  of  the  proteftion  of 
the  gods,  againft  tfaefe  invaders  of  liberty." 

He  fpoke,  and  inftantly  called  on  the  people  to  give  their 
fuffrages.  'Many  of  the  aflembly  fupported  the  opinion  of 
thé  king  ;  but  the  greater  number  voted  that  the  Athenians 
had  broken  the  truce»  and  it  was  determined  to  convoke  a 
general  council  of  their  allies,  to  proceed  to  a  final  refoln- 
tion. 

All  the  deputies  being  arrived, .  the  ^uefiion  was  again  diC- 
cufled,  and  war  determined  on  by  the  plurality  of  voices  S 
As  no  preparations»  however,  were  yet  made»  the  Lacedaemoni* 
ans  were  defired  to  fend  deputies  to  the  Athenians»  and  to  lay 
before  them  the  complaints  of  the  confederated  liâtes  of  Pe- 
loponnefus. 

The  objeâ  of  the  firft  embafiy  was  only  to  obtain  the  ba- 
niibment  of  Pericles»  or  to  render  him  odious  to  the  multi- 
tude <^.     The  ambafladors  made  a  pretest  of  motives  foreign 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  135.  d  14  iUd.  cap.  Z26« 
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from  the  diffisrences  ia  queftion»  and  which  made  no  impreC- 
fion.oo  the  Athenians. 

New  depaties  offered  to  continue  the  truce  ;  thej  propored 
feme  cooditioos,  and  finally  limited  their  demands  to  the  re- 
vocation of  that  decree  which  iaCerdiâed  the  commerce  of 
A^ica  to  the  inhabitants  of  Megara  ^.  Pericles  replied,  that 
the  laws  did  not  allow  them  to  remove  the  tablet  on  which 
this  decree  was  infcribed.  **  If  jou  cannot  remove  it/'  laid 
one  of»  the  ambaffadors,  **  onlj  tumit;  your  laws  do  not 
forbid  that  ^'* 

Id  fine,  in  a  third  embafly,  the  deputies  contented  them- 
felves  with  faying  :  ''  The  LacedAmooians  defire  peace,  and 
make  it  depend  only  on  one  point*  Permit  the  Grecian  citiea 
to  govern  them&lves  according  to  their  laws  ^." 

This  propofition  was  difcafled,  as  well  as  the  preceding 
ones,  in  the  aflembly  of  the  people*  Opinions  being  divided, 
Pericles  loft  no  time  in  mounting  the  roftrum.  He  repi«fent« 
ed,  that*  conformably  to  treatiesi  the  differences  arifing  be« 
tweea  the  contraâing  cities  ought  to  be  difcuffed  by  pacific 
methods,  and  that,  in  the  interim,  each  (hould  enjoy  what  it 
pofleffed.  '*  In  contempt  of  this  formal  decifion,"  faid  Pe- 
ricles, *'  the  Lacedsmonians  imperioufly  fignify  to  us  their 
will,,  and,  leaving  us  no  alternative  but  war  or  fubmi(£on, 
command  us  to  renounce  the  advantages  we  have  gained  over 
their  allies*  Do  they  not  publicly  declare  that  peace  de- 
pends folely  on  the  decree  paffird  againft  Megara  ?  and  do  not 
Ceveral  among  jou  cry  out,  that  lb  trifling  a  fubjeâ  ihould 
not  induce  us  to  take  up  arms  ?  Athenians,  fuch  offers  are 
bot  a  palpable  foare  ^  we  muft  rejeâ  them,  till  they  treat 
with  us  on  a  footii^  of  equality.  Every  nation  that  pretends 
10  diâate  law&.ta  a  rival  nation^  holda  out  chains  to  it.  Should 
JOU  give  way  on  a  fiogle  point,  they  will  imagine  they  have 


«  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1*39.    ~  *  \     t  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  cap.  137,. 
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made  yon  fear  them,  and  from  that  boar  will  impofe  on  70k 
Hill  more  humiliating  conditions  **• 

**  And  what  have  you  at  prcfent  to  apprehend  from  Aat 
crowd  of  nations,  who  differ  as  much  in  their  charaftcr  as  in 
their  origin  ?  What  prolixity  in  the  convocation  of  tJicir  af- 
lieinhlies  !  What  confufion  in  the  difcuffion  of  their  ioterefb  j 
They  employ  one  moment  in  confulcing  for  the  general  wel- 
fare,  but  appropriate  the  remainder  of  their  time  to  thair 
particular  advantages.  Thefe  think  only  of  their  vengeance; 
thofe  of  nothing  but  their  fafety  ;  and  almoll  all  of  them,  <^ 
lying  on  each  other  for  their  prafervation,  rufii,  without  per<» 
ceiving  it,  on  their  common  ruin  \'* 

Pericles  next  (howed,  that  the  Peloponnefian  allies,  not  be- 
ing in  a  condition  to  make  many  campaigns,  the  belt  method 
to  enfure  fuccefs  would  be  to  weary  them  out,  and  oppofe  a 
war  by  fea  to  their  attacks  by  land.  **  They  will  make  in- 
roads," continued  he,  **into  Attica;  but  our  fleets  will  r&fc 
vage  their  coafls,  and  they  will  be  unable  to  repair  their 
loffes,  whilft  we  (hall  have  lands  enough  to  cultivate,  either 
in  the  iflands  or  on  the  continent.  The  empire  of  the  fea 
gives  fuch  a  fuperiority,  that  were  you  in  an  ifland,  no  power 
would  venture  to  attack  you.  No  longer  confider  Athens 
as  any  other  than  a  fortrefs,  feparated  as  it  were  from  the 
land  ;  line  the  walls  that  defend  it,  and  fill  the  (hips  that  are 
in  its  harbours  with  foldiers.  Let  the  adjacent  country  be 
confidered  as  foreign  to  you,  and  become  the  prey  of  the  e« 
nemy  before  your  eyes.  Do  not  yield  to  the  fenfelefs  rafli- 
nefs  of  oppofing  your  valour  to  the  fuperiority  of  numbers^ 
A  viftory  would  foon  draw  upon  you  greater  armies  ;  a  de- 
feat excite  thofe  allies  we  retain  in  their  duty  only  by  force 
to  a  revolt.  It  is  not  for  the  deftruâion  of  your  eftatea  thtâ 
you  ihould  weep,  but  fpr  the  lofs  of  foldkrs  you  muft  in^ 
car  in.  a  battle.    Oh  !  did*4  but  poilefs  the  powers  4^  per* 

b  I4.ibU.  cap.  i4fx.  i  Id.  ibid.  ctp.l4«v 
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faafion,  I  would  propofe  to  you  this  very  inftant  to  carry  fire 
and  fword  through  our  fields,  and  the  buildings  with  which 
tbey  are  covered  ;  that  the  Lacedaemonians  might  learn  no 
longer  to  regard  theoi  as  pledges  of  our  fervitude  ^. 

**  I  ihould  have  other  promifes  of  certain  viâory  to  offer' 
you»  were  I  afiured  that,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  adding 
new  dangers  to  thofe  of  war,  you  would  not  ftrive  to  combat 
with  the  view  of  conqueft  ;  for  I  am  more  fearful  of  your 
errors  than  of  the  projeâs  of  the  enemy.  But  we  muft  now 
anfwer  the  deputies;  firft,  that  the  Megareans  ihall  be  al« 
lowed  dill  to  trade  with  Attica,  if  the  Lacedaemonians  will 
no  longer  forbid' us  and  our  allies  to  enter  their  city  ;  fecond« 
ly,  that  the  Athenians  will  rcftore  to  the  ftates  they  havefub- 
jeâed  the  liberty  they  formerly  enjoyed,  if  the  Lacedamo- 
nians  will  do  the  fame  by  the  cities  which  depend  on  them  ; 
thirdly,  that  the  league  of  Athens  offers  that  of  Peloponnefus 
«micably  to  terminate  the  differences  which  at  prefent  fub- 
fift  between  them  1." 

After  this  anfwer,  the  Lacedaemonian  ambafladors  with- 
drew, and  both  fides  employed  themfeWes  in  preparations  for 
the  longeft  and  moft  fatal  war  that  ever  defolated  Greece  *« 
It  lafted  feven  and  twenty  years  *  ;  and  originated  in  the  am« 
bition  of  the  Athenians,  and  the  juft  fears  with  which  they 
infpired  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies.  The  enemies 
of  Pericles  accufed  him  of  having  promoted  it;  and  it  feems 
undeniable  that  it  was  ufeful  to  the  reftoration  of  his  autho- 
rity. 

The  Lacedaemonians  had  for  their  allies  the  Boeotians,  Pho- 
clans,  and  Locrians,  the  people  of  Megaris,  Ambracia,  Leu- 
cas,  Anaâorium,  and  all  Peloponnefus,  except  the  Argives, 
who  obferved  a  neutrality  ■. 


k  Id.  ibid.  cap.  143.  I      ™  Id.  IH>.  5.  cap.  16. 

1  Id.  ibid.  cap.  X44»  I      '^  Id.  lib.  a.  cap.  9.    Dlod.  j&c^lift. 

*  In  the  fpriog  of  the.  year  431  be-  I  I»,  p.  j^.  ,       ^ 
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On  the  fide  of  the  Atheoiaos  were  the  Grecian  cities  fituatcd 
on  the  coafts  of  Afia,  thofe  of  Thrace  and  the  HeUefpont,  almoft 
the  whole  of  Acamania,  Tome  other  fmaller  cities,  and  all  the 
iflands,  ezoept  thofe  of  Melos  and  of  Thenu  Befides  thefe  fnc^ 
conrst  thej  were  themfelves  able  to  familh  the  leagne  with 
thirteen  thoufand  foldiers  heavily  armed,  twelve  hundred  ca- 
▼alrj,  fixteen  hundred  archers  on  foot,  and  three  hundred 
galleys.  Sixteen  thoufand  men»  chofen  from  amoog  the  citi- 
zens too  old  or  too  young  for  the  fervice  of  the  field,  and  the 
flrangers  fettled  in  Athens,  were  employed  to  defend  the  walls 
of  the  city,  and  the  fortrefles  of  Attica  ^. 

Six  tbocfand  talents  *  were  depofited  in  the  citadel.  la 
eafe  of  need,  upwards  of  five  hundred  more  f  could  be  pro- 
cured by  melting  the  facred  ^RefTels,  and  other  refources  whkb 
Pericles  indicated  to  the  people. 

Such  were  the  forces  of  the  Athenians,  when  Archidamus, 
king  of  Lacedsemon,  after  halting  at  the  iftbmas  of  Corinth, 
and  recerving  from  each  confederated  ciqr  of  Feloponnefus 
two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  able  to  bear  arms  p,  advanced 
flowly  towards  Attica,  at  the  head  of  fixty  thouland  nien  ^^ 
He  attempted  to  renew  the  negotiation,  and  with  that  view 
fent  an  ambaflador  to  the  Athenians,  who  refufed  to  receive 
him,  and  commanded  him  inftantly  to  quit  the  territories  df  the 
republic  '.  Archidamus  now  continuing  his  march,  fpread  his 
army,  in  the  time  of  harveft,  over  the  plains  of  Attica.  The 
wretched  inhabitants  bad  retired  at  his  approach ',  andtranfport- 
ed  their  eSeâs  to  Athens,  where  the  grcateft  part  of  them  found 
no  other  afylum  but  the  temples,  the  tombs,  the  towers  of  the 
ramparts, the obfcureÇofhovels,and  the  mod  dcfolate  places.  To 
their  regret  at  having  left  their  ancient  and  peaceful  habitations 
was  added  the  affliâing  circumfiance  of  beholding  at  a  difiaoce 


<^  «.ibid:  c»p.  xj.    Dioti.  îHc.  ibid. 
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their  honfes  confumed  bj  the  flames,  and  the  fruits  of  their 
fields  abandoned  to  the  fword  of  the  enemy  ^ 

The  Achenisns,  eonftrained  to  endure  infults»  aggravated 
by  the  recolkûion  of  fo  many  glorious  exploits^  vented  their 
rage  and  indignation  in  the  moft  furious  exclamations  againft 
Pericles»  iwho  held  their  valour  enchained  ^4  But  that  ftatef- 
man  anfwering  only  by  his  filence  to  either  their  prayers  or 
menaces,  difpatched  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  fail  for  Peloponne^ 
fus  ^f  and  reprefled  the  public  clamour  folely  by  the  energy 
and  dignity  of  his  charaâer. 

Archidamus,  no  longer  finding  frfufifteoce  in  Attica,  led 
back  his  army,  laden  with  plunder,  into  Feloponnefus.  The 
Lacedœmonians  and  their  allies  returned  home,  and  did  not 
again  make  their  appearance  for  the  remainder  of  the  year» 
After  their  retreat,  Pericles  fent  a  fijuadron  againft  the  Lo« 
crians,  nvhich  gained  feme  advantages  7.  The  grand  fleet» 
after  fpreadiog  defolation  along  the  coafts  of  Peloponnefus^ 
took,  in  its  return,  the  iiland  of  iEgina  '  ;  and  foon  after, 
the  Athenians  marched  in  a  body  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
Megara,  and  ravaged  their  country  ^.  The  following  winter 
they  honoured  by  public  funerals  thofe  who  had  fallen  in 
battle  ;  and  Pericles  eternized  their  renown  in  an  eloquent 
harangue.  The  Corinthians  fitted  out  forty  galleys,  made  a 
deCcent  in  Acamania,  and  retreated  with  lofs  ^4  Thus  termi^ 
nated  the  firft  campaign. 

Thofe  which  fucceeded,  in  like  manner  prefent  only  a  fuc- 
ceffioo  of  partial  aâions,  hafty  ezcurfions,  and  enterprifea 
that  feem  foreign  to  the  objeâ  propofed  on  either  fide. 
Whence  happened  it  that  nations  fo  warlike,  and  fuch  neat 
neigfabonrs,  aniiinated  by  an  ancient  jealoufy,  and  recent  ani- 
mafities,  ihonld  attempt  nothing  hot  to  furprife  and  avoid 

I ■  II       1.      till*- 

<  Id.  ibid.  csp.  17  et  az.  t  ^  M.  ibid.  cip.  96. 

"  Id.  ibid.  cap.  %%,  I  ^  ^-  ^^^^'  ^P  ^7* 

^  Id.  ijid.  cap.  23,    Plat  î&  Pcrîd.  I  *  Id.  ibid.  cap.  31. 

p.  i?o.  I  b  14.  ibid.  cap.  53  et  34. 
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each  other,  to  divide  their  forces*  and,  hj  a  mahitode  of  de-» 
fultory  diverfioiu,  without  fplendour  or  danger,  to  multiplj 
.  and  prolong  the  miferies  of  war  ?'  The  caufe  xertainly  could 
onlj  be  the  impoffibility  of  conduâiog  thk  war  in  the  man* 
ner  of  any  other. 

The  Peloponnefian  league  was  fo  fnperior  in  land  forces, 
that  the  Athenians  could  not  riik  a  general  aêlion  without  ex- 
pofmg  themfelvea  to  certain  ruin.  The  ftates  which  formed 
that  league  were  ignorant  of  the  art  of  attacking  towns  : 
thej  had  recently  failed  before  a  little  fortrefs  of  Attica  ^, 
nor  did  thej  afterwards  gain  pofTeflion  of  the  citj  of  Plataea 
in  Bœotia,  defended  by  a  feeble  garrifon,  till  after  a' blockade 
of  near  two  years,  which  conopelled  the  inhabitants  to  fur- 
render  for  want  of  proyifions  *n  How,  therefore,  couM  they 
flatter  thcmfelves  that  they  (hould  be  able  to  take  by  afiaulti 
or  reduce  by  famine,  fuch  a  city  as  Athens,  which  could 
be  defended  by  thirty  thoufandt  men,  and  which,  being  mif- 
trefs  of  the  fea,  might  be  eailly  fupplied  with  the  aeceffary 
fubfilience  ? 

Accordingly,  all  the  enemy  could  effect  was  to  deftroy  die 
harvefts  of  Attica,  which  they  regularly  praâifed  in  the  firft 
years  of  the  war  ;  but  thefe  inroads  were  neceilarily  but  tran- 
fient,  fincc  the  invaders,  being  extremely  poor,  and  wanted 
at  home  for  their  ruftic  labours,  could  not  long  remain  ia 
arms,  and  in  a  diftant  country  ^.  They  at  length  rdblved  to 
ftugmenl  the  number  of  their  fliips  ;  but  many  years  were 
reiquifite  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  managing  them,  and  to 
attain  that  experience  which  the  praâice  of  fifty  years  had 
procured  the  Athenians  ^.  The  Ikill  of  the  latter  was  lb 
decidely  fuperior  at  the  commencement  of  the  war^  that  their 
fmalleft  fquadrons  did  not  hefitate  to  attack  the  largeft  fleets 
of  the  Peloponaefians  '• 


^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  19.  I      ^  Id.  lib.  X.  cap.  141. 

<i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  78  ;  lib.  3.  cip.  %o*  I      ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14%* 
Diod.  Sic  txb.  za.  p.  xo%  et  Z09.  |     ^  Id.  lib.  a.  ci^.  8& 
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.  tn  the  feve&th  year  of  the  war  *,  the  Lacec^monlans,  to 
fave  four  hundred  and  twenty  of  their  foldiers  \  befieged  bj 
the  Athenians  in  an  ifland,  demanded  peace,  and  delivered  up 
about  fizty  galleys,  which  were  to  be  reftored  to  them  ia 
cafe  the  prifoners  were  not  fet  at  liberty.  They  never  were 
given  up  ;  and  the  Athenians  detaining  the  veiTeh  %  the  Pe^^ 
loponnefian  navy  was  deftroyed.  Its  reftoration  was  retarded 
by  various  incidents  until  the  twentieth  year  of  the  war, 
when  the  king  of  Perfia  engaged  by  promifes  and  treaties  to 
provide  for  its  maintenance ''.  The  Lacedasmonian  league 
now  covered  the  fea  with  their  ihips  '  ;  the  two  ftates  attack- 
ed each  other  more  direâly,  till,  after  alternate  fucceiTes  and 
reveries  of  fortune,  the  power  of  Athens  yielded  to  that  of 
the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies* 

Nor  \^re  the  Athenians,  on  their  fide,  better  able,  to  give 
law  to  Greece  by  the  number  of  their  (hips,  than  their  ene-i> 
mies  by  their  numerous  land  forces.  When  the  former  ap- 
peared with  their  fleets  in  places  where  the  Peloponnefiana 
had  pofleflions,  their  utmoft  attempts  were  confined  to  laying 
waAe  a  part  of  the  coaft,  making  themfelves  mailers  of  a  de- 
•fencelefs  town,  and  laying  contributions  without  venturing  to 
penetrate  into  the  country.     Was  it  necefTary  to  lay  fiege  to 

•  fome  firong  hold  in  a  diftant  country,  though  they  poSefTed 
more  refources  than  the  Lacedaemonians,  the  tedioufnefs  of 
the  operations  exhaufted  their  finances,  and  the  inconfîderablé 

.  number  of  troops  they  were  able  to  employ.  The  taking  of 
Potidaa  coft  them  a  great  number  of  foldiers,  the  labour  of 

•  two  years  and  a  half,  and  two  thoufand  talents  f^"^. 

Thus,  from  the  extreme  diverfity  of  forces,  and  their  ex- 
ceffive  difproportion,  the  war  mud  inevitably  be  fpun  out  to 


•  Towards  the  ywr  424  before  C. 

h  Id.  lib.  4.  .cap.  "S* 

i  Id  ibid.  c^.  16  et  13. 

k  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  5. 18.  36.  45-  &€* 
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a  great  length  :  and  this  Archidamus  and  Pericles  ",  the  two 
ableil  politicians  of  Greece,  had  forefeen  ;  with  this  différence, 
that  the  former  imagined  that  delay  was  what  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians had  mad  to  fear,  and  the  latter,  that  it  was  a  defirable 
circumfiance  for  the  Athenians. 

It  was  bj  no  means  difficult  likewife  to  forefee  that  the 
conflagration  would  break  out,  be  e!Ktingui{hedy  and  rage  anew 
at  intervals  amongft  all  the  different  fiâtes.  As  the  neighboar- 
ing  cities  were  divided  hj  feparate  interefts,  and  fome  da^ 
tached  themfelves,  on  the  flighted  pretext,  from  the  con- 
federation,  whilft  others  remained  a  prey  to  faftions  perpetn- 
ally  fomented  by  Athens  and  Lacedsmon,  it  could  not  but 
unavoidably  happen  that  war  was  waged  between  ftate  and 
itate  in  the  fame  province,  between  city  and  city  in  the  fame 
flate,  and  between  party  and  party  in  the  fame  city. 

Thucydidesy  Xenophon,  and  other  celebrated  authors,  have 
depiâed  the  miferies  refulting  from  thefe  long  and  fatal  diflen- 
fions.  Without  following  them  thraugh  minute  details  only 
interefting  to  the  people  of  Greece,  I  fliall  relate  a  few  o£ 
the  events  which  more  particularly  refped  the  Athenians* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fécond  year,  the  enemy  xe« 
turned  into  Attica,  and  the  plague  broke  out  in  Athena  ^. 
Never  did  this  dreadful  fcourge  ravage  fo  many  climates* 
Proceeding  from  uSthiopia,  it  had  vifited  Egypt,  Libya,  part 
of  Perfia,  the  ifle  of  Lemnos,  and  other  places.  A  merchant- 
fliip  had  no  doubt  brought  it  into  the  Piraeus,  ivhere  it  made 
its  firft  appearance,  and  whence  it  fpread  with  fury  over  the 
city,  and  raged  more  particularly  in  thofe  obfcure  and  an- 
wholefome  dwellings  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
were  crowded  together. 

The  malady  Aicceflively  attacked  all  parts  of  the  body  ^  : 
its  fymptoms  were  dreadful,  its  progrefs  rapid,  and  the  con« 

■  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8z  et  141.  I  p.  171.    Diod.  Sic  p.  MX»     Lacr* 

^  Id.  lib.  a.  cap.  47*  lib.  é. 

i^  14  ibid,  cap,  49.    Plut,  in  PcricL  | 


Digitized 


by  Google 


INTRODUCTION.    '  Xgj 

fequences  almoft  always  mortal.  From  the  firft  appearanoe 
of  iofeâion  the  mind  lod  its  powers,  the  bodj  feemed  to  ac- 
quire new  ftrengtbi  and  it  was  a  cruel  fufiering  to  refill  the 
diforder  without  being  able  to  fupport  the  pain.  Sleeplefs' 
DigbtSy  terrors,  inceflant  hiccups,  and  terrifying  convulfions, 
were  not  the  only  torments  endured  by  the  fick.  A  burning 
heat  devoured  their  entrails.  The  wretched  fufferers,  cover- 
ed with  ulcers  and  livid  fpots,  their  eyes  inflamed,  their  lungs 
opprefled,  their  bowels  torn  with  agony,  and  exhaling  a  fetid 
€>dour  from  tbeir  mouths,  polluted  with  an  impure  blood,  were 
feea*  dragging  the  miferable  remains  of  themfelves  through 
the  ilreets  to  feek  a  freer  refpiration,  and,  unable  to  extin- 
guifli  the  burning  third  which  confumed  their  vitals,  preci- 
pitating themfelves  into  wells,  or  rivers  covered  with  flakes 
of  ice. 

The  greateft  part  periflied  on  the  feventh  or  ninth  day  ;  or 
jf  their  lives  were  prolonged  beyond  that  term,  they  only 
buffered  a  more  painful  and  more  lingering  death. 

Such  as  did  not  fink  under  the  malady  were  fcarcely  ever 
attacked  a  fécond  time  <).  A  feeble  confolation  !  for  they  now 
prefented  to  the  eye  only  the  wretched  relics  of  themfelves. 
Some  had  loft  the  ufe  of  feveral  of  their  limbs  ;  others  re* 
tained  no  idea  of  the  paft  :  happy  doubtlefs  in  the  uncon- 
fcioufnefs  of  their  condition  ;  but  they  were  unable  to  recog- 
nize their  friends  ^  ! 

The  fame  mode  of  treatment  alternately  produced  falutary 
and  injurious  effeâs  :  the  diforder  feemed  to  fet  all  rules  and 
experience  at  defiance.  As  it  likewife  raged  in  many  of  the 
Perfian  provinces,  king  Artaxerxes  refolved  to  invite  to  their 
ailiftance  the  celebrated  Hippocrates,  then  in  the  ifle  of 
Cos  *  :  he  made  hita  the  mod  fplendid  offers  of  wealth  and 
honours  ;  but  the  great  man  replied  to  the  great  king,  that 
he  had  neither  wants  nor  defires,  and  that  he  owed  his  (kill 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  51.  I      *  Sttid.  in  Hippocr. 

'  Id*  ikid.  cap.  4j,  I 
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tû  Greece  rather  than  to  her  enemies  ^  He  then  came  to 
oifer  his  fervices  to  the  Athenians»  vfho  received  him  with 
the  more  gratitude,  as  the  greater  part  of  their  phyficians  had 
fallen  viâims  to  their  zeal.  He  ezhaufted  all  the  refources 
of  his  art,  and  often  expofed  his  life.  If  he  obtained  not  all 
the  fuccefs  due  to  fuch  noble  and  generous  condu£t,  and  fuch 
fuperior  talents,  he  at  Icaft  diftributed  hope  and  confolation. 
It  is  faid  that,  to  purify  the  air,  he  caufed  great  fires  to  be 
kindled  in  the  ftreets  of  Athens  ""  ;  others  aflert  that  this  me- 
thod was  employed  not  unfuccefsfully  by  a  phyfician  of  Agri- 
gentum,  named  Acron  *. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  dreadful  calamity,  fubllme  ex« 
amples  of  filial  piety  and  generous  friendlhip  were  difplayed; 
but  as  the  confequences  were  almofl  always  fatal  to  the  child- 
ren and  the  friends,  they  were  but  rarely  repeated  afterwards. 
Then  the  moft  refpeftable  ties  were  broken  j  the  ejes  about 
to  clofe  for  ever,  beheld  on  all  fides  only  the  moil  profound 
folitude  y,  and  death  no  longer  produced  a  tear. 

This  callous  infenfibility  gave  birth  to  an  unbridled  licen- 
tioufnefs.  The  death  of  fo  many  worthy  men,  mingled 
without  diftiodlion  in  the  fame  tomb  with  villians  ;  the  de- 
itruftion  of  fo  many  fortunes,  become  fuddenly  the  inheritance 
or  prey  of  the  loweft  citizens,  made  a  lively  imprelBon  on 
thofe  who  have  no  other  principle  but  fear.  Perfuaded  that 
the  gods  no  longer  proteâed  or  regarded  virtue,  and  that  the 
vengeance  of  the  laws  could  not  be  fo  prompt  as  the  death 
impending  over  them,  they  imagined  that  the  initability  of 
human  pofTefSons  pointed  out  the  ufe  that  they  fiiould  make 
of  them,  and  that  having  but  a  few  moments  to  live,  they 
were  juilifiçd  at  leafl  in  pafling  them  in  the  tnidft  of  pleafures  ^. 

At  the  end  of  two  years,  the  plague  feemed  to  be  appeafed, 
Puring  this  interval  of  çefTation,  it  was  more  than  once  àif- 
covered  that  the  feeds  of  the  contagion  were  not  eradicated  : 

«  Plut,  in  Cat.  t.  i.  p.  350.  Galen.  I  ^  Plut,  de  Ifid.  et  Ofir.  t.  îi.  p.  3^3, 
Quod  Opt.  Med.  t.  i.  1      ^  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  51. 


♦*  Ap,  Hippocr.  t.  ii.  p.  970.  |     *  Id.  ibid.  cap.  53. 
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rt  broke  out  again  eighteen  months  after,  and  daring  the 
Courfe  of  a  whole  year  renewed  the  fame  fcenes  of  diilrefs 
and  horror  *•  At  both  thefe  times»  a  great  number  of  citizens 
perifhedy  among  whom  are  to  be  reckoned  near  fi^e  ^I>oufand 
men  able  to  bear  arms*  The  mod  irreparable  lofs  was  that 
of  Pericles,  who  died  of  the  confequences  of  this  diflemper  ^ 
in  the  third  year  of  the  war  *.  Some  time  before,  the  Athe- 
nians, exafperated  by  the  extremity  of  their  fufferings,  had 
deprived  him  of  his  authority,  and  condemned  him  to  a  fine  : 
they  had  recently  acknowledged  their  injultice,  and  Pericles 
had  granted  them  his  forgivenefs  ^,  though  he  refumed  his 
authority  with  difguft,  from  the  ficklenefs  of  the  people,  and 
the  lofs  of  his  family  and  the  greater  part  of  his  friends,  who 
had  been  carried  off*  by  the  plague. 

When  he  was  about  to  yield  his  lad  breath,  and  no  longer 
fliowed  any  figns  of  life,  the  leading  men  of  Athens,  affem- 
bled  around  his  bed,  were  foothing  their  affiiâion  by  recount- 
ing his  viâories  and  the  number  of  his  trophies  :  **  Thefe 
afiions,*^  faid  he  to  them,  raifing  himfelf  up  with  difficulty, 
•*  arc  the  work  of  fortune,  and  common  to  myfclf  with  o- 
ther  generals.  The  only  eulogium  I  merit,  is,  that  I  have 
never  been  the  caufe  that  any  citizen  fliouid  wear  mourn* 
ing-." 

If,  conformably  to  the  plan  of  Pericles,  the  Athenians  had 
continued  an  ofienfive  war  by  fea,  and  a  defenfive  one  by 
land^;  if,  renouncing  every  idea  of  conqueft,  they  had  not 
rifted  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  by  rafli  enterprifes,  they  foonet 
or  later  muft  have  triumphed  over  their  enemies,  as  they  on 
the  whole  did  them  more  injury  than  they  could  receive  from 
them,  and  as  the  league  they  headed  was  almoft  entirely  un- 
der Iheir  commande  whilft  that  of  the  Peloponnefus,  com- 

A  fd.  lib.  3.  cap.  s 7.  I  wards  the  autumn, 

b  Id.  lib.  2.  cap.  65*    Plat,  in  Per.  I      ^  Plut.  ibid.  p.  iy%, 
p.  173.  I      «*  Plut.  io  Per.  p.  173, 

«  Xbe  year  449  before  Chrift,  to-  I      *  Tbuqrd.  lib.  2.  cap.  65.  _j 
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« 
pofed  of  independent  nitions,  might  every  inftant  be  di& 
folved.    But  Pericles  died«  aod  was  fucceeded  in  his  antho* 
ritj  by  Cleoo. 

This  man  was  of  no  family,  nor  polFeiTed  of  any  real  ta* 
lents,  but  vain,  daring,  and  violei^t  ^^  aod  oi)  that  account  acr 
ceptable  to  the  moltitude,  fie  had  attached  them  to  him  by 
his  Urgeffcs  j  he  retained  them  by  infpiring  them  with  a  high 
idea  of  the  power  of  Athens,  and  a  fovereigii  contempt  for 
that  of  LacedaBipon  '.  He  it  was  who,  one  day  aflembling 
his  friends,  d^l&t^  to  them  that,  being  on  the  point  of  ad* 
aniniftering  the  public  affairs,  he  renounced  all  conneâiona 
|that  might  poffibly  induce  him  to  commit  injuftice  K  He 
pmSf  notwithftandiqg,  the  mo(t  greedy  and  moft  linjuft  of 
men. 

The  honeft  part  of  the  citizens  oppofed  to  him  Nicias,  one 
of  the  mod  confiderable  and  wealthieft  individuals  of  Athens, 
who  had  commanded  armies  and  obtained  feveral  advantages* 
He  had  gained  the  favour  of  the  multitude  by  feilivals  aQ4 
afts  of  liberality  ^  :  but  as  he  was  diffident  of  himfelf  and  o€ 
ibrtnne^,  and  his  fucceiTes  had  only  ferved  to  render  him 
more  timid,  he  obtained  refpcdl,  but  never  a  fuperiority  of 
influence  in  the  public  aflemblies.  Reafon  fpoke  coldly  from 
his  mouth,  whilft  the  people  required  ftrong  emotions,  and 
Çleon  excited  them  by  his  declamations,  his  poife,  and  furious 
geftures  '•  The  latter  fucceeding  by  accident  in  aq  enteirprife 
that  Nicias  had  refufed  to  underuke,  the  Athenians,  who  had 
ridiculed  their  own  choice,  frgm  that  moment  abandpped 
themfelves  with  niore  confidence  to  bis  oounfels.  They  re* 
jeâed  propofals  of  peace  which  had  been  made  by  the  ene- 
my "*,  and  placed  him  at  the  head  of  (be  forces  they  were 
fending  into  Thrace  to  check  the  progrefs  of  Bra^idas,  the 
ableft  general  of  Laced^mon;     fie  there  drew  upon  himfelf 


f  M.  lib.  3.  cap,  36.  I      ^  Thuqrd.  Tib.  5.  cap.  i^ 

»  Id.  lib.  4-  cap.  aS,  I      1  Plat,  in  Nic.  p.  jaS. 

»»  Pint,  an  Seni,  &c.  t.  u.  p.  806.  I      "»  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Pac.  ▼.  647  et 

«  îîlttt  in  Nie.  p,  524-  I  ^64. 
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the  contempt  of  both  armies,  and,  approaching  the  enemy 
without  caution,  fuffered  his  armj  to  be  furprifed,  was  one 
of  the  firil  to  fly,  and  loft  his  life  *• 

After  his  death,  Nicias  no  longer  finding  any  obftacle  to 
peace,  entered  into  negotiations,  which  were  foon  followed 
bj  an  offenfive  and  defenfive  alliance  *,  by  which  the  Athe- 
nians and  Lacedaemonians  were  to  be  firmly  united  for  fifty 
years  *>.  The  conditions  of  the  treaty  reltored  every  thing  to 
the  fame  fitnation  in  which  it  had  been  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war*  Ten  years,  however,  had  elapfed 
fince  that  period,  and  both  flates  had  been  enfeebled  to  no 
pnrpofe. 

At  length  they  flattered  themfelves  they  Ihould  be  abk  to 
tafte  the  fweets  of  tranquillity  ;  but  their  alliance  gave  birth 
to  new  leagues  and  new  diflenfions.  Several  of  the  allies  of 
Lacedsemon  complained  of  not  being  comprehended  in  the 
treaty  ;  and,  uniting  with  the  Argives,  who  had  hitherto  re- 
mained neuter,  declared  againft  the  Lacedaemonians.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Athenians  and  Lacedaemonians  reciprocallj 
charged  each  other  with  not  fulfilling  the  articles  of  the  trea- 
ty :  hence  arofe  mifunderftandings  and  hoftilities*  But  it  was 
not  until  the  expiration  of  fix  years  and  teu  months  f  thaf 
they  proceeded  to  an  open  rupture  p  ;  a  rupture  founded  oa 
the  mod  frivolous  pretext,  and  which  might  eafily  have  been 
prevented,  had  not  war  been  necelTary  to  the  ambitious  pro- 
jets of  Alcibiades. 

Some  hiftbrians  have  ftigmatized  the  memory  of  this  A- 
thenian  with  every  reproach,  and  others  honoured  it  with  e- 
very  elogium,  without  its  being  poffible  for  us  to  charge  the 
former  with  injuftice  or  the  latter  with  partiality  ^*  It  feems 
as  if  nature  had  exerted  herfelf  to  unite  in  him  the  moil 
âriking  extremes  flie  can  produce  either  of  vice  or  virtue  ''• 

■  Thnqrd.  lib.  5.  cap.  10.  I  P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15. 

•  The  year  4*1  before  Chrift.  I  **  Nep.  in  Alcib.  cap.  xx. 

°  Id.  Ibid.  cap.  17. 18.  &c.  ■  '  Nep.  ill  Alcib.  ca£.  X, 

t  The  year  4x4  before  Chrlft.  I 
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We  fliall  here  confider  him  as  conneded  with  the  ftate,  the 
Tuin  of  which  he  accelerated  ;  and  afterwards  as  related  to  the 
fociety  of  which  he  completed  the  corruption. 

'  An  illuftrious  birth»  confiderable  riches,  a  mod  di(lingaifli« 
ed  figure,  gracf  s  the  mod  fedudive,  a  difcerning  and  com-, 
prehenfive  mind,  the  honour,  in  fine,  of  a  conneftion  with 
Pericles  ;  fuch  were^the  advantages  that  firft  dazzled  the  A^ 
thenians,  and  with  which  none  were  fo  foon  dazzled  as  him* 
fclf. 

At  an  age  when  We  (land  in  need  only  of  advice  and  indul« 
gence,  he  had  a  train  of  flatterers  ;  he  a(loni(hed  his  mafters 
bj  his  docility,  and  his  fellow  citizens  bj  the  licentiouDiefs 
of  his  conduct.  Socrates,  who  earlj  forefaw  that  this  young 
man  would  prove  the  moft  dangerous,  if  he  did  not  become 
the  moft  ufeful  of  the  citizens  of  Athensy  ftudioufly  fought 
his  friendihip,  obtained  it  by  aiUduous  attention,  and  never 
loft  it  '  :  he  undertook  to  moderate  that  vanity  which  could 
neither  bear  a  fuperior  or  an  equal  ;  and  fuch  was  the  afcen- 
dency  of  reafoOi  or  of  virtue,  on  thefe  occafions,  that  the 
difciple  wept  over  his  errors,  and  fuSered  himfelf  to  be  hu- 
miliated without  a  murmur  ^« 

When  he  entered  the  path  of  popular  honours,  he  wiflied 
to  owe  his  fuccefs  lefs  to  the  fplendour  of  his  magnificence 
and  liberalities,  than  to  the  charms  of  his  eloquence  ^.  He 
made  his  appearance  in  the  roftrum.  A  flight  defeA  of  pro- 
nunciation  gave  to  his  fpeech  all  the  Ample  and  native  graces 
of  early  youth  ^  ;  and  though  he  fometimes  hefitated  to  find 
the  proper  word,  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  great- 
eft  orators  of  Athens  *.  He  had  already  given  proofs  of 
bis  valour  ;  and  from  his  flrft  campaigns,  all  prefaged  that 
he  would  one  day  become  the  ableft  general  in  Greece.     I 


■  Plat,  io  Alcib.  I.  t.  ».  p.  i«4- 
Kep.  in  Alcib.  cap.  I.  Died.  bic.  lib. 
23.  p.  I|0.     Plut.  in  Alcib.  &c. 

c  Id.  ibid.  t.  ii.  p.  X0|.  Id.  in  Conv. 
t.  iii.  p.  ai5,  &c. 

"  Plttt,  in  Alcib.  t.  s.  p.  193  ct  X94. 


'  Id.  ibid.  p.  igS' 

7  Id.  ibid.  p.  19a.  Ariftopb.  in 
Vefp.  ▼.  44. 

2  Demoilh.  in  Mid.  p.  6a6.  Tluf . 
in  Alcib.  p.  19^.  Died,  Sic.  Ub.  1%^ 
p.  130. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


INTRODUCTION. 


203 


fliall  faj  nothing  of  his  mîldnefs,  hî^  affability,  nor  of  in- 
numerable  other  qualities  which  concurred  to  render  him  the 
moil  amiable  of  men. 

That  elevation  of  fentiment  produced  by  virtue  was  not  to 
be  fought  in  his  heart;  but  in  it  was  found  that  intre- 
pidity *  which  is  infplred  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  fupcriority. 
No  obftacky  no  danger,  could  either  furprife  or  difcourage 
him  ;  he  feemed  perfuaded,  that  when  fouls  of  a  certain  or- 
der do  not  perform  all  they  wilh,  it  is  becaufe  they  have  not 
courage  to  attempt  all  they  can.  Compelled  by  circumftances 
to  fcrve  the  enemies  of  his  country,  it  was  as  eafy  for  him  to 
acquire  their  confidence  by  the  afcendancy  he  had  over  them, 
as  to  govern  them  by  the  wifdom  of  his  counfels  :  he  poflef- 
fed  this  pre-eminence  peculiar  to  himfelf,  that  he  uniformly 
procured  a  triumph  for  the  party  that  he  favoured,  and  that 
his  numerous  great  aâions  were  never  tarnifhed  by  a  fingle 
reverfe  of  fortune**. 

In  negotiations,  he  fometimes  employed  the  light  of  his 
iinderflaading,  which  was  as  vigorous  as  profound  ;  fome- 
times he  had  recourfe  to  ftratagems  and  perfidy,  which  no 
reafoos  of  fiate  can  ever  juftify  ^  ;  on  other  occafions  he  avail- 
ed himfelf  of  the  pliability  of  a  charaâer  which  the  thirft  of 
power  or  the  defire  of  pleafing  accommodated,  without  diffi- 
culty, tQ  every  conjunâure  and  chapge  of  fituation.  In  cvc- 
rj  nation,  he  commanded  refpeft,  and  fwayed  the  public  opi- 
nion. The  Spartans  admired  his  frugality  ;  the  Thracians 
his  intemperance  ;  the  Bœotians  his  love  of  the  moft  violent 
exercifes  ;  the  lonlans  his  tafte  for  indolence  and  voluptuouf- 
ncifs  ;  the  fatraps  of  Âfia  a  luxury  they  could  not  equal  ^. 
He  would  have  ihown  himfelf  the  moft  virtuous  of  men,  had 
hç  never  known  the  example  of  vice  ;  but  vice  hurried  him 
on  without  making  him  its  flave.     It  Ihould  feem  aa  if  the 


^  Diod.  Stc.  lib.  13.  p.  191. 
t>  Flue,  in  Coriol.  p.  ^33.    NepJ  Is 
^tk^ib.  cap.  6. 


c  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  45  ;  lib.  S 
cap.  8a.     Plut,  in  Alcib.  p.  198: 
^  Plac  ibid.  p.  203.  N^.  ibid,  cap 
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profanation  of  laws  and  the  corruption  of  manners  were 
confidcred  by  him  onljas  fo  many  Tiâories  gained  over  manners 
and  the  laws  ;  it  might  be  faid  too,  that  his  faults  were  no 
more  than  the  errors  of  his  vanity.  Thofe  exoeiTes  of  levity, 
frivolity,  and  imprudence  which  efcaped  his  youth  or  idl^ 
hours,  were  no  longer  feen  on  occafions  that  demanded  firm- 
nefs  and  refleâion.  He  then  united  prudence  with  aâivlty  ^; 
and  pleafure  never  dole  from  him  any  of  thofe  moments 
which  were  neceflary  to  the  advancement  of  his  glory,  or  the 
piomotion  of  his  intereft. 

His  vaniy  could  not  but  fooner  or  later  have  degenerated 
into  ambition }  for  it  was  impoffible  but  that  a  man  fo  fupe« 
jior  to  others,  and  fo  inlBamed  with  the  defire  of  ruling,  (bould 
ha^e  concluded  by  exaâing  obedience,  after  exhaufting  ad- 
miration. Accordingly,  he  was  all  his  life  jealouily  watched 
by  the  leading  citizens,  fome  of  whom  dreaded  his  talents, 
others  his  exceffes  ',  and  alternately  adored,  feared,  and  hat- 
ed by  the  people,  to  whom  he  had  rendered  himfelf  necef- 
fary  s  ;  and  as  the  fentiments  of  which  he  was  the  objed^ 
were  converted  into  violent  paiBons,  it  was  with  paroxyfms 
of  joy  or  fury  ^  that  the  Athenians  raifed  him  to  honours,  con- 
demned him  to  death,  baniihed,  recalled,  and  a  fécond  time 
profcribed  him. 

One  day,  when,  from  the  height  of  the  roftram,  he  had 
gained  the  fuffrages  of  the  people,  and  was  returning  home, 
efcorted  by  the  whole  afTembly,  he  was  met  by  Timon,  ufu- 
ally  called  the  mif^nthropift,  who,  Shaking  him  by  the  hand, 
faid,  **  Courage,  my  boy  ;  continue  to  advance  thyfelf  to 
power  and  honour,  and  I  ihall  be  indebted  to  thee  for  the  ruin 
çf  Athens  *." 

In  another  moment  of  intoxication,  the  lower  order  of  the 
people  propofed  to  reftore  the  kingly  power  in  his  favour  ^  ^ 

^  Pint,  in  Aldb.  p.  2ii.  Nep.  in  I  <  Ariftoph.  in  Rao.  ▼.  147^ 

Akib.  cap.  i.  1  ^  Juftin.  lib.  5.  cap.  4. 

f  Thiicyd.  lib.  6.  cap.  15.  Plut,  in  I  I  Pint,  in  Alcib.  p.  199, 

AUib.  p.  198.  I  1^  Id.  ibid.  p.  aio. 
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bat  fts  he  would  not  have  been  contented  with  being  only 
a  king,  the  pettj  fovereignty  of  Athens  was  not  fufficient  for 
his  ambition  ;  that  could  only  be  fatisfied  by  a  vaft  empire» 
which  would  enable  him  to  conquer  others. 

Born  in  a  republic,  he  wiflied  to  raiCe  her  above  herfelf, 
before  he  attempted  to  lay  her  at  his  feet.  This  undoubted-i 
ly  was  the  fecret  of  thofe  fplendid  enterprifes  into  which  he 
hurried  the  Athenians.  With  their  ,foldiers  he  would  have 
fubjeâed  nations,  and  the  Athenians  would  have  found  them« 
felves  imperceptibly  enilaved. 

His  firft  difgrace,  by  choking  him  almoft  at  the  outfet  of 
his  career,  only  (hows  us  this  truth,  that  his  genius  and  pro- 
jeâs  were  too  vaft  for  the  happine&  of  his  country.  It  has  been 
laid  that  Greece  could  not  bear  two  Alcibiadefes  '  ;  it  fliould 
be  added,  that  Athens  had  one  too  many.  He  it  was  who  de« 
termined  her  to  undertake  the  Sicilian  war. 

The  Athenians  had  for  fome  time  meditated  the  conqueft 
•f  that  rich  and  powerful  iiland.  Their  ambition,  reprefled 
by  Pericles,  was  ftrenuoufly  feconded  by  Alcibiades.  Flatter* 
ing  dreams  traced  out  every  night  to  his  imagination  the  ini« 
aortal  glory  which  was  about  to  crown  him.  Sicily  was 
only  to  be  the  theatre  of  his  firft  exploits  ;  in  fancy  he  had 
already  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Africa,  Italy,  and  PelopoQ« 
nefus  ;  and  he  every  day  amufed  with  his  vaft  projeâs  the 
impetuous  youth  who  followed  his  footfteps,  and  who  wefe 
entirely  at  his  difpofal  ". 

Whilft  affairs  were  thus  circumftanced,  the/ city  of  JEgefta 
in  Sicily,  which  complained  of  being  opprefled  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Selmus  and  Syracufe,  implored  the  aiSftancè  of  her 
allies  the  Athenians  ;  flie  offered  to  indemnify  them  for  their 
expences,  and  reprefented,  that  if  they  did  not  fpeedily  ftop 
the  progrefs  of  the  Syracufans,  that  people  would  not  be  long 
before  they  joined  their  troops  to  thofe  of  Lacediemon.  The 
republic  fent  deputies  into  Sicily,  who,  on  their  return,  made 

1  Aichcft.  tp.  Plot,  in  Alclb.  p.  19^         ^  Plttt.  ta  Alcib.  p.  199. 
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an  ttufatthfol  report  of  the  date  of  things*  The  expeditkm 
was  refolved  on,  and  Alcibiades,  Nkias,  and  Laœachûs  were 
named  for  generals  ;  and  fo  certain  did  the  Athenians  deeni 
themfelves  of  fucceb,  that  the  fenate  previoufljr  regulated  the 
£ite  of  the  different  ftates  of  Siciljr. 

.  The  fenfiUe  part  of  the  citizens,  however,  were  the  more 
alarmed  at  thefe  proceedings,  as  thej  had  hitherto  no  accurate 
idea  of  the  extent,  forces,  and  riches  of  that  ifland  "•  Notwith- 
Aanding  the  law  which  forbi4s  the  revocation  of  a  decree 
paiTed  hj  all  the  orders  of  the  ftate,  Nicias  remonftrated  with 
the  aflembly,  that  the  republic,  not  having  been  able  yet  to 
terminate  the  differences  which  had  arifen  between  her  and 
the  Lacedaemonians,  the  fnblifting  peace  was  no  more  than  a 
.fufpenfion  of  arms  ;  that  her  true  enemies  were  in  Felopon- 
nefus,  who  only  waited  the  departure  of  the  army  to  pour 
into  Attica  ;  that  the  quarrels  of  the  Sicilian  cities  had  no 
connection  with  the  Athenians  ;  that  it  was  the  height  of  ex- 
travagance to  &crifice  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  to  the  vanity  or 
the  intereft  of  a  young  man,  anxious  to  difplay  his  magnifi- 
.ccnce  in  the  fight  of  the  army  ^  that  fuch  citizens  were  form* 
ed  only  for  the  ruin  of  the  ftate,  by  ruining  themfelves  ;  and 
that  it  as  ill  became  them  to  deliberate  on  fuch  weighty  enter- 
prises, as  to  carry  them  into  execution  <'• 

'*  I  behold  with  many  fears,"  added  Nicias,  *^  that  nume- 
rous band  of  youth  who  furround  him,  and  whofe  fuffrages 
he  direâs.  Refpeôable  old  men,  I  folicit  your  voices,  in 
the  name  of  your  country  ;  and  you,  magiftrates,  call  the 
people  once  more  to  the  queftion,  and  if  the  laws  forbid 
it,  refleâ  that  the  firft  of  laws  is  the  prefervation  of  the 
Hate." 

AlciUade^  now  addrefted  the  afTembly,  and  reprefented, 
that  the  Athenians,  by  proteâing  opprelTed  nations,  had 
attained  their  prefent  height  of  glory  and  of  power  ^  ;  that 

o  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  np.  I.  I      P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  it. 

P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  | 
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It  was  00  .longer  permitted  them  to  abandon  tbemfelves  to  a 
repofe  too  capable  of  enervating  the  courage  and  fpirit  of 
their  troops  ;  that  thej  would  one  daj  be  fubjeâed  tbemfelves, 
if,  from  the  prefent  moment,  they  did  not  fubjeâ  others  ; 
that  many  of  the  Sicilian  cities  were  peopled  only  by  barba- 
rians or  foreigners,  infenfible  to  the  honour  of  their  country, 
and  ever  ready  to  change  mafters  ;  that  others,  ^eary  of  their 
divifions,  waited  only  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  to  fubmit  to 
the  Athenians  ;  that  the  conqueft  of  this  ifland  would  facili* 
tate  that  of  all  Greece  ;  that,  on  the  flighuA  reverfe  of  for- 
tune, they  would  find  an  afylum  iiv  their  ihips  ;  that  the 
fplendour  of  this  expedition  alone  would  aftonifli  the  Lace« 
d8emonian3  ;  and  that,  fhould  the  latter  hazard  an  irruption 
into  Attica,  it  would  facceed  no  better  than  the  former. 

As  for  the  reproaches  which  perfonajly  regarded  him,  he 
anfwered,  that  his  magnificence  had  hitherto  ferved  only  to 
infpire  the  nations  of  Greece  with  a  high  idea  of  the  power 
of  the  Athenians,  and  to  procure  a  fufiicient  degree  of  autho- 
rity to  himfelf,  in  order  to  detach  whole  nations  from  the  Pe- 
loponnefian  league.  **  Befides,'*  added  he,  **  fince  I  am  to 
ihare  the  command  of  the  army  with  Nicias,  if  my  youth 
and  follies  have  given  any  alaom,  you  will  take  courage 
from  the  good  fortune  that  has  always  crowned  his  under- 
Ukings  *!/' 

This  harangue  infpired  the  Athenians  with  new  ardour* 
Their  firft  projeâ  was  to  (iend  only  fizty  galleys  into  Sicily. 
Nicias,  indiredly  to  divert  them  from  it,  reprefented,  that, 
befides,  the  fleet,  a  land  army  would  be  neceiFary  ;  and  drew 
a  terrifying  piâure  of  the  preparations,  expences,  and  num- 
ber of  troops  fuch  an  expedition  would  require  ;  when  a  voice 
from  the  midil  of  the  aflembly  exclaimed,  ^*  Nicias,  we  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  all  thefe  fubtletias  ;  inform  us  ex- 
«pUcitly  what  number  of  foldiers  and  ihips  you  judge  aâually 

*  W.  ibid.  cap.  17, 
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secciTary  '•*'  Nicias  anfwering  that  he  would  confult  on  die 
fttbjeâ  with  the  other  generals,  the  afieiorbly  gave  them  fall 
power  to  difpofe  of  all  the  orces  of  the  repoblic. 

The  troops  were  ready  to  embark  S  when  Alciblades  was 
accufed  of  having,  with  fome  cooipanions  of  his  debanoheries, 
siutilated  the  ftatues  of  Mercury  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Athena  place  before  their  houfes,  and  reprefented,  at  the  con«- 
elufion  of  an  entertainment,  the  ceremonies  of  the  awfol 
myfteries  of  Eleufis»  The  people,  who  would  have  pardon* 
ed  him  every  thing  on  any  other  occafion,  breathed  nothing 
but  rage  and  vengeance.  Alcibiades,  though  at  firil  terrified 
at  the  public  indignation,  foon  found  himfelf  encouraged  by 
the  favourable  difpoiition  of  the  fleet  and  army.  He  appear* 
ed  before  the  alTembly,  and  endeavoured  to  clear  himfelf  from 
the  fufpicions  raifed  againfl:  him,  offering  himfelf  to  death,  if 
he  fliould  be  found  guilty,  but  demanding  an  exemplary  fa- 
tisfaftion  ihould  his  innocence  be  proved.  His  enemies,  how« 
ever,  procured  his  trial  to  be  delayed  till  his  return,  and  ob* 
liged  him  to  depart  under  the  weight  of  an  accufation  which 
held  the  fword  fufpended  over  his  head. 

The  general  rendezvous,  as  well  for  the  Athenians  as  their 
allies,  was  appointed  at  Corcyra  '  ;  from  whence  the  fleet, 
conflfting  of  three  hundred  fail,  took  its  departure,  and  pro« 
ceeded  to  Rhegium,  at  the  extremity  of  Italy  *•  It  had  on 
board  five  thoufand  one  hundred  heavy  armed  foldiers,  among 
whom  were  the  chofen  troops  of  the  Athenians.  To  ihefe 
were  added  four  hundred  and  eighty  archers,  feven  hundred 
flingers,  fome  other  light  troops,  and  a  fmall  body  of  cavalry. 

The  generals  had  required  no  greater  forces  j  Nicias  never 
thought  of  making  himfelf  madcr  of  Sicily  ;  Alcibiades  ima- 
gined that  to  fubdue  that  il\and  nothing  more  was  neceflaiy 
than  to  fow  divifions.     Each  of  thefe  generals  m^ifefted  his 

■'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  «5.  I      t  M.  {^ij.  cap.  4a,  43t  &c- 

•  Id.  ibid.  cap.  17.    Plut,  la  Aldb.        •  The  year  4^5  before  CbrMk* 
p.  %Q0,    Hep.  in  Aidb.  cap.  3.  | 
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Yiews  in  tke  firft  coancil  thej  held  hdoré  the  caning  oF  the 
tempaigfi»  Their  inftroâions  preCcribed  to  them,  in  geaeral 
term»,  te  regulttte  the  affairs  of  Sieily  in  the  manner  the  mod 
advantageous  for  the  inttrefts  of  ^e  repnblio  :  their  partions 
lar  orders  were  to  preteft  the  AgeÛiatis  agaitiS  the  inhabit 
tants  of  Selinns  $  atidf  if  circndiftancet  woald  permit»  to  en^ 
gage  the  Sj^aoufans  to  redore  to  the  Leonttnes  the  pofielliona 
of  which  they  had  deprived  thett  «• 

Ntcias  was  for  adhering  to  the  letter  of  this  decree^  and 
itttended,  after  potting  it  into  txeoutioa,  to  carry  back  the 
fleet  to  the  Piralns  *•  Alcibiades  maintained,  that  as  it  was 
tHidonbtedly  neceff«fy  to  fignaline  fuch  great  efforts  of  the 
Athenians  by  fome  important  enterprifes,  deputies  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  prinetpal  cities  of  Sicily,  to  excite  thedi  againft 
the  Syrae^fans,  to  procure  troops  tod  prgvifions  from  them  ; 
and|  by  the  effeâ  of  thefe  various  negotiations,  to  determine 
whether  to  lay  fiege  to  Selinus  or  SyracufOè  Lamachus,  the 
third  general,  propofiid  to  march  inftantly  againft  the  latter 
city,  and  take  advantage  of  the  panie  into  which  the  inhabit* 
tants  had  been  thrown  by  the  arrival  of  the  Athenians  ^.  The 
port  of  Megara,  contiguous  to  Syracufe,  would  contain  the 
fleet,  and  a  viAory  could  n^t  fail  to  produce  a  revolution  in 
Sicily. 

The  opinion  of  Lftmaehus  would  probably  have  been  jafti« 
fied  by  fnccefs.  The  Syracufans  had  taked  -no  precautions 
againft  the  ftorm  that  menaced  them  )  for  they  could  with 
difficulty  perfuade  themfelves  that  the  Athenians  would  be  fo 
snad  as  to  attempt  the  eonqueft  of  fuch  a  city  as  Syracufe. 
^*  Hie  people  of  Athens,"  exclaimed  one  of  their  orators, 
'*  ihottld  think  themfelves  happy  that  we  have  never  thought 
of  bringing  them  under  fobjeâion  to  us  ^/' 

This  projeâ  not  being  agreeable  to  the  two  other  generals, 
l^mnchus  decided  in  favour  of  the  opinion  of  Alcibiades» 


**  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  I       ^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  .49. 

'  ld.4bid.  ctp.  47*  |       *  Id.  ibid.  cap.  36. 
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Whilft  the  latter  had  taken  Catana  by  furpriie,  and  NasM 
had  opened  her  gates  to  him  ;  whilft  his  intrigues  were  on  the 
point  of  forcing  thofe  of  M effana  \  and  his  hopes  were  be. 
ginning  to  be  realized^  ;  a  galley  failed  from  the  Piraeus  with 
an  order  for  his  immediate  return  to  Athens.  His  enemies 
had  prevailed,  and  fummoned  him  to  appear  to  anfwer  the 
acculation,  of  which  they  had  hitherto  fufpended  the  profe- 
cution.  They  did  not  dare  to  arreft  him,  for  fear  of  an  in« 
furreâion  of  the  foldiers,  and  the  defertion  of  the  allied 
troops,  who,  in  general,  had  come  into  Sicily  only  at  his  re<- 
qued  ^.  He  had  at  firft  determined  to  ftand  his  trial,  and 
confound  his  accufcrs  ;  but  when  he  arrived  at  Thurium,  re« 
fleâing  on  the  injullice  of  the  Athenians,  he  eluded  the  vi- 
gilance of  his  guards,  and  retired  into  Peloponnefus  ^. 

His  departure  fpread  difcouragement  through  the  army» 
Nicias,  who  feared  nothing  when  it  was  necefiary  to  exe« 
cute,  and  every  thing  when  an  enterprife  was  to  be  planned» 
fuffered  the  ardour  which  Alcibiades  had  excited  among  the 
foldiers  to  fubfide  in  inaftivity  or  eafy  conquefis.  Yet  he  faw 
the  moment  when  an  enterprife,  the  confequences  of  which 
he  had  always  dreaded,  was  on  the  point  of  being  crowned 
with  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs.  He  had  at  length  determined 
to  lay  liege  to  Syracufe,  and  conduced  his  attacks  with  fo 
much  ability,  that  the  inhabitants  were  inclined  to  furrender. 
Already  fcvera*  Hates  of  Sicily  and  Italy  had  declared  in  his 
favour,  when  a  Lacedaemonian  general,  named  Gylippus,  en« 
tered  the  befieged  city,  with  a  few  troops  which  he  had 
brought  from  Peloponnefus,  or  colleâed  in  Sicily.  Nicias 
might  have  prevented  htm  from  landing  in.  the  ifland,  but  loft 
the  opportunity  ^ }  an  irreparable  fault,  which  proved  the 
fource  of  all  his  misfortunes.  Gylippus  revived  the  courage 
of  the  Syracufans,  defeated  the  Athenians,  and  held  tbem 
• — — — — ^ 

a  Id.  ibid.  cap.  51.     Plut,  in  Alcib   I       ^  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  cap.  6x      Pkt.  ib. 
p.  102.  I  p.  fleo. 

H  N€p.  in  Alcib.  cap.  4.  I      d  Plut,  ibid,  p.  aoa. 

I      ^  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  cap.  xe4. 
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t>iocked  Uf  m  their  eotrenchmeots*  Athens  fent  to  Sicilj 
another  fleet,  confifting  of  about  feventy-three  galleys,  under 
the  comntand  of  Demofthenes  and  Eurymedon,  and  a  fécond 
army  of  five  thoufand  men  heavily  armed,  and  fome  light 
troops  ^m 

Deroofthenes  having  loft  two  thoufand  men  at  the  attack  of 
an  important  poft,  and  confidering  that  the  fea  would  foon  be 
no  longer  navigable,  and  that  the  troops  were  wailing  away 
by  diforders,  propofed  to  abandon  the  enterprife,  or  tranfport 
the  army  to  fome  healthier  fituatibn  ^.  When  they  were  on 
the  point  of  fettiog  fail,  Nicias,  terrified  at  an  eclipfe  of  the 
moon,  which  fpread  confternation  through  the  camp,  con- 
fulted  the  augurs,  who  direâed  him  to  wait  twenty->fev6i:i 
days  longer  ^, 

Before  the  expiration  of  this  time,  the  Athenians,  van- 
^uiihed  by  fea  and  land,  no  longer  able  to  remain  under  the 
walls  of  Syracufe  for  want  of  provifions,  nor  to  efcape  out 
of  the  harbour,  the  mouth  of  which  was  fliut  up  by  the  Sy- 
racufans,  took  the  refolution  to  abandon  their  camp,  their 
fick,  and  their  (hips,  and  retire  by  land  into  fome  town  of 
Sicily.  They  began  their  march,  to  the  number  of  forty 
thoufand  men  \  including  not  only  the  troops  fumifhed  them 
by  the  liâtes  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  but  the  crews  of  the  galleys, 
the  workmen,  and  flaves. 

Ib  the  mean  time,  the  Syracufans  took  pofleffion  of  the  de- 
files of  the  mountains,  and  the  fords  of  the  rivers  j  they  broke 
down  the  bridges,  feized  on  the  heights,  and  difperfed  vari- 
ous detachments  of  cavalry  and  light  troops  over  the  plain. 
The  Athenians,  h^raffed  and  impeded  at  every  ftep,  found 
thcmfelves  perpetually,  expofed  on  every  fide  to  the  weapons 
of  an  enemy  whom  they  were  no  where  able  to  attack.  In 
this  diftrefs  they  were  animated  to  perfevere,  bj  the  example 


f  Id.  lib.  7*  cap.  42-  I       ^  ^^-  'bid.  cap.  50. 

S  Id.  ibid.  cap.  j^j  CI  49,    Juftio.   j      i  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  75. 
Kb.  4.  cap.  J.  I 
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cf  their  generals,  and  the  exhortations  of  Nicits,  #hOf  not* 
vithftandiog  the  dehilitj  to  which  be  was  reduced  by  a  long 
illnefst  difplayed  a  courage  fuperior  to  danger.  For  eight 
whole  dâjs  they  bad  to  ftruggle  againft  new  obftades  con« 
tinuattj  increaiing.  But  Demo fthenes,  wbo  commanded  the 
rear-guard,  compofed  of  fix  thoafand  men,  Iding  his  waj  in 
his  march,  was  pnfhed  into  a  confined  place,  and  after  prodi- 
gies of  ralour,  obliged  to  furrender,  on'  condition  that  his 
foldiers  fiiould  have  their  lives  granted  tbem,  and  be  fpared 
the  horrors  of  a  dungeon  \ 

Nicias  having  failed  in  a  nefgotiatioo  he  had  entered  into, 
conduâed  the  remainder  of  his  armj  as  far  as  the  rit^r  Afi« 
narus  '•  On  his  arrival  there,  the  greater  part  of  the  fol- 
diers, tormented  bj  a  burning  thirfi,  ruflied  in  confnfion  into 
the  river,  while,  others  were  driven  into  it  hy  the  enemy. 
Such  as  attempted  to  fave  themfelves  by  fwimming,  found 
on  the  oppofite  fhore  fteep  banks  lined  with  dartmeui  wh<| 
made  a'' terrible  flaughtet  of  them.  Eight  thoofand  men  pe. 
riflied  in  this  attaclc  "^  ;  till  at  length  Nicias  thus  addreffed 
Gylippos  :  **  Difpofe  of  me  as  you  Ihall  thiok  proper  :  but 
ihow  mercy  at  lead  to  thefe  unhappy  foldiers.'*  Gylippus  im- 
mediately put  an  end  to  the  carnage.  The  Syracufans  return- 
ed  to  their  city,  bringing  back  with  them  feven  thoufand  pri- 
foners  ■',  who  were  thrown  into  the  quarries,  where,  for  manjr 
months,  they  eiperienced  inconceivable  miferies.  Numbers 
of  them  periflied  there,  and  others  were  fold  as  flaves* 

A  ftill  greater  number  of  prifoners  became  the  prize  of  the 
ciBcers  and  foldiers  j  and  all  ended  their  days  in  chains,  ex- 
cept a  fbw  of  the  Athenians,  who  owed  their  liberty  to  the 
tragedies  of  Euripides,  then  fcarcely  known  in  Sicily,  being 
generoufiy  rewarded  with  freedom  by  their  mafters,  for  re- 
citing to  them  the  moft  beautiful  paffages  of  that  poet  ^.  Ni- 


le Id<  ibid.  ca^.  S».  I    -*  Thiicyd  lik  f.  ap.  f;, 

I  Id.  ibid.  cap.  84.  I     ^  Plut#  in  Kic.  p.  S4%- 

^  DM,  Sic«  lib.  I  y  p.  X4S.  | 
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cims  tad  Demofthenes  were  pot  to  death,  notwithftandiog  alt 
the  endeavours  of  Gylippos  to  fave  their  liveft^. 

Athens,  deprefled  by  fo  unexpeAed  a  reverfe  of  fartune^ 
foreboded  flill  greater  calamities.  Her  allies  were  readj  ta 
fliake  oiF  the  yoke  ;  the  other  dates  of  Greece  were  confpir- 
ing  her  rain  *  ;  the  Pelopônnefians  already  thought  themfelves 
juftified  by  her  example  in  breaking  the  truce'.  Already 
Ihe  difcovered  in  their  operatioBi,  more  Ikilfully  planned  and 
oondufted,  the  fpirit  of  vengeance,  and  the  fuperior  genius 
by  which  tfaey  were  direAed.  Alcibiades  enjoyed  at  Lace- 
d»mon  that  refpeA  .and  influence  Jie  every  where  obtained. 
It  wu  by  his  advice  that  the  Laoedismonians  adopted  the  re* 
folntioa  of  fending  fuoodurs  to  the  Syracufans^  renewing  their 
inroads  into  Attica,  and  fortifying,  at  the  diftaoce  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  ftadia  from  Athens,  the  poft  of  Decelia, 
which  held  that  city  blocked  on  the  land  fide  *• 

To  annihilate  the  power  of  Athens,  it  was  fteCcifary  to 
fiivonrdie  revolt  of  her  allies,  and  defiroy  her  navy.  Al- 
cibiades repaired  to  the  coafts  of  Afia  Minor;  and  Chios, 
Miletus,  and  other  flourifliiog  cities,  declared  for  the  Lace, 
dssmonians  K  By  his  aocompliftoients  he  captivated  Tifla. 
phernes,  ,the  ^governor  of  Sardes  ^  ;  and  the  king  of  Perfia 
engaged  to  pay  the  fleet  of  Peloponnefus  '• 

This  fécond  war,  condufted  with  more  regularity  than  the 
former,  would  qnickly  have  been  terminated,  had  not  Aid. 
biades,  purfued  by  Agis,  king  of  Lacedaemon,  wkofe  wife  ' 
be  bad  {educed,  and  by  the  other  chiefs  of  the  league,  who 
took  umbrage  at  his  glory,  at  length  confidered  that,  after  re- 
irenging  himfelf  on  his  country,  it  now  only  remained  for 
htm  to  proteA  it  from  inevitable  ruin  '•  With  this  view,  he 
contrived  to  fufpend  the  operations  of  TifTaphemeSy.and  the 


P  Thvcf  d.  lib.  7.  cip.  S6. 

^  14.  lib.  8.  cap.  %. 

'  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  19, 

*  Id.  lib.  é.  cap.  91.   Nip.  ia  Alcib* 


t  Id.  lib.  S.  cap.  I  a  ec  17. 
u  Pint,  ia  Alcib.  p.  ao4. 
*  Tbacyd.  Vh.  S.  cap.  5.    Jnuin. 
lib.  5.  cap.  s. 
'  ^  Plot,  in  Alcib.  p.  204. 
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departure  of  the  Perfian  fuccoars,  under  the  pretext  that  If 
was  the  intereft  of  the  great  kiug  to  fuffer  the  nations  of 
Greece  mutually  to  enfeeble  each  other  *. 

The  Athenians  having  foon  after  revoked  the  decree  for 
his  banifhment,  he  puts  himfelf  at  their  head,  reduces  the 
ilrong  holds  of  the  Hellefpont  *,  forces  one  of  the  Perfiaa 
governors  to  fign  an  advantageous  treaty  with  the  Athenians'', 
and  the  Lacedemonians  to  fue  for  peace  ^.  Their  deoaand 
was  rejededy  for,  deeming  themfelves  invincible  henceforward 
under  Alcibi^es,  the  Athenians  made  a  rapid  traniition  from 
the  mod  profound  conilemation  to  the  moft  infolent  prefump-p 
tion.  The  hatred  with  which  they  were  animated  againft  that 
general  was  as  quickly  fucceeded  by  the  mod  extravagant  gra- 
titude, and  the  moft  unbounded  affeftion. 

When  he  returned  to  his  country,  his  arrival,  his  ftay,  the 
pains  he  took  to  juftify  his  conduâ,  were  a  fcries  of  triumphs 
for  himfelfy  and  of  public  rejoicings  for  the  multitude  ^. 
When,  anAidft  the  acclamations  of  the  whole  city,  they  faw 
him  fail  from  the  Pirœus  with  a  fleet  of  a  hundred  fhips,  no 
doubt  was  entertained  but  that  his  rapid  viâories  would  foon 
force  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peloponnefus  to  fubmit  to  the  law 
of  the  conqueror  ;  the  arrival  of  a  courier  was  every  moment 
expeâed  with  the  news  of  the  deflruâion  of  the  enemyi  and 
the  conqueft  of  Ionia  «. 

In  the  midn  of  thefe  flattering  expedations,  they  learned 
that  fitteen  ^f  the  Athenian  galleys  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Lacedsemonxans.  The  engagement  took  place  during 
the  abfence,  and  in  contempt  of  the  precifc  orders  of  Alci- 
biades,  who  had  been  obliged  to  pafs  into  Ionia  to  levy  con- 
tributions for  the  fubfifience  of  his  troops.  On  the  firft  inr 
telligence  of  this  check,  he  indantly   returned,  and  offered 


*  Juft;i .  lib.  5.  cap.  a. 

^  Piut.  in  Alcib.  p.  2c6. 
b  \à,  ibid.  ccr.  20S. 

*  ï)ioU.  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  1 77. 


à  Nrp.  îfi  Alcib.  cap.  6. 
2C9.     JuClin.  liû.  j.  cap.  4. 
^  Flue.  ibid.  p.  an. 
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battle  to  the  viâor,  who  did  not  ventarç  to  accept  it  '•  He 
had  retrieved  the  honour  of  Athens  ;  the  lofs  was  trifling, 
but  it  fufficed  for  the  jealoufy  of  his  enemies.  They  exafpe- 
rated  the  people,  who  ftripped  him  of  the  general  command 
of  the  armies  with  as  much  precipitation  as  they  had  mani- 
felted  in  inveftidg  him  with  that  dignity. 

The  war  was  fiill  continued  fos  fome  years,  always  by  fea, 
and  terminated  by  the  battle  of  ^gos-Potamos,  gained  by  the 
Peloponnefians  iti  the  ftraits  of  the  Hellefpont.  Lyfander, 
the  Lacedaemonian  ^ho  commanded  them  ^,  furprifed  the  A« 
thenia^  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  fail,  and  made  him« 
felf  mafter  of  it  with  three  thoufand  prifoners  *• 

Alcibiades,  who  fince  his  retreat  had  fettled  in  the  adja- 
cent county,  warned  the  Athenian  generals  of  the  danger  of 
their  fituation,  and  of  the  want  of  difcipline  among  their  fol- 
diers  and  feamen  :  but  they  defpifed  the  counfels  of  a  man 
fallen  into  difgrace  \ 

The  lofs  of  the  battle  brought  on  that  of  Athens,  which 
furrendered  for  want  of  provifions,  after  a  few  months  fiege  f • 
Several  of  the  allied  powers  propofed  to  deftroy  the  city;  but 
Lacedsemon,  attentive  to  her  glory  rather  than  her  interefl, 
refofed  to  impofe  chains  on  a  nation  which  had  rendered  fuch 
eminent  fervices  to  Greece  *  :  ihe,  however,  condemned  the 
Athenians  not  only  to  demolifli  the  fortifications  of  the  Piraeus, 
as  well  as  the  long  wall  that  joins  the  harbour  to  the  city, 
but  to  deliver  up  all  their  galleys  except  twelve  ;  to  recal 
their  exiles  ;  to  withdraw  their  garrifons  from  the  cities  they 
had  taken  ;  to  form  an  oflTenfive  and  defenûve'  league  with 
thc-Laccdssmonians,  and  to  follow  them  by  fea  and  land  when- 
ever they  fliould  receive  orders  K  ' 


f  Pint,  in  Alcib.  p.  a IX.    Xenoph. 
Hift.  Grxe.  lib.  I.  p.  44». 
.  S  XcQoph.  lib.  a.  p.  455  ct  457. 
Piuc  in  Lyfiudr.  p..  440. 

*  The  year  4*5  before  Chrift. 

b  Xeooph.  Hift.  Graec.  lib.  3.  p. 
45§.  Pint,  in  Aldb.  p.  %12.  Ncp. 
in  Akib.  cap.  S. 


t  Towards  the  «nd  of  April  of  the 
year  404  before  Chrift. 

i  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grxc  p.  46c.  irocr. 
de  Pace.  t.  i.  p.  399.  Aodoc.  de  Pace, 
p.  a6. 

k  Id.  ibid.  lib.  ».  p.  460.  Diod.  Sic, 
lib.  3.  p.  »i6. 

O  iiij 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9l( 


TRATJILS  IN  ORSSCK. 


The  walli  were  thrown  down  té  the  (bund  of  ioftr^mcata, 
as  if  Greece  bad  recovered  her  lihertj  '  j  and  fome  montha 
after,  the  viftors  permitted  the  peof^e  to  eleA  tbialy  aiagt« 
grates,  who  were  to  eOabliih  another  form  of  govemoaeatt 
and  concluded  \>j  ufurping  the  fovereign  authority"^** 

Thej  firft  exerted  their  power  to  put  to  death  a  multitude 
of  (landeroua  infbrmeri,  odious  to  all  hpneft  men  ;  next  to 
deftroj  the  enemies  of  their  ufurpation;  aod  fbon  after  tok 
murder  all  thofe  whofe  riches  tbej  wiihtd  to  (eiie«  Some 
Jacedapmonlan  troops  granted  them  bj  Jujfaader,  and  tbreo 
thoufacd  citizens  they  bad  afiiociated  with  them  to  fupport 
their  authority,  openly  de{en4ed  tbefe  aûs  of  iojuftico". 
The  nation,  difarmed,  fuddenly  fell  into  a  ftatc  of  extreme 
fervitude.  £xile,  imprifonmeut,  and  death  were  the  lot  o£ 
aU  who  declared  againft  the  tyranny^  or  ^feemed  to  condemn 
it  by  their  filence.  It  continued  but  eight  months^  i  and  lA 
this  fliort  interval  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  citii^ns  were 
cruelly  maj&ored  and  deprived  of  funeral  honours  <^.  The 
greater  part  abandoned  a  city  where  neither  the  viâims  nor 
the  witnefltfs  of  oppreflion  dared  to  murmur  a  consplaint  :  for 
the  fuijèrer  was  required  to  be  mute,  and  the  compaffionate 
to  conceal  his.  pity^ 

Socrates  alooe  did  not  permit  bimfelf  to  be  fliaken  by  the 
iniquity  of  the  times  j  he  ventured  to  conlble  the  unfortunate, 
and  refill  the  orders  of  the  tyrants  %  But  it  was  not  his  vir^ 
tue  that  alarmed  them  i  they  dreUded  with  more  reafou  the 
genius  of  Alcibiades,  on  whofe  meafures  they  kept  a  ftrift 
eye. 


wmA.»  !■ 


pw>    wm  -ii'^  ■ 


1  Id.  ibid,  Plut.  in  Ly&adr,  p.  441. 

^  hjL  in  Eratofth.  p.  291.    Xcn. 

ibid.  p.  46J.    Di«d.  Sic  10».  I4.  p. 

*  Towards  the  fiuxuner  of  the  year 
494  before  Chtift. 
'^  Lj{,  ibid.  p.  ss;.    S^CDOph,  ibid* 


^  Corfio.  Fift,  Att.  U  iii.  p.  «64, 
fi  Uocr,  Are^.  t.  i.  p.  345.    Be- 

mofth.  in  Tioiocr,  p,  fS».    JEUhia^ 

in  Çtefiph.  p.  46^. 
.  4  Xtmoj/b,  Memer,  p.  7x6,    IKod, 

Sic.  lib.  14.  p.  «37.    ScMc  4e  Tna» 
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He  was  tlicn  in  a  fmall  town  of  Fhrjgla^  uoder  the  go* 
vcnuBcot  of  Pharaabaztts,  ffom  vhom  be  received  everj 
mark  of  diftiflâion  and  friendûiip*  Informed  of  the  leviea 
tho  yoonger  Gyms  was  making  ia  Afia  Minor,  he  coadudcd 
that  thi^  prince  meditated  an  expedition  aguaft  bis  brotheip 
ArtajsrjLes,  and  determined  to  repair  to  the  court  of  the 
kiig  of  Perfia,  to  apprife  him  of  the  d^ger»  aad  a»  obtain 
fuccours  for  the  deUvecance  of  his  country  ;  but  aflaffina  fent 
by  thi(  fatjrap  fuddenly  furrounded  *hi3  boufey  and»  wanting 
the  courage  to  attack  him»  fee  £99  to  it.  Alcibiades  rulhed 
forth  fword  in  hand  through  the  flames,  repulfed  the  barba-» 
rians,  and  Ul  beneath  a  ihewer  of  darts  **•  He  was  then  forty 
years  of  age.  His  death  fixes  a  ilain  on  Lacedsemoa,  if  it 
be  true  that  the  magiAiatesy  partaking  of  the  fears  of  the  A* 
thenian  tyrants,  engaged  Phamabanus  to  perpetrate  this  atro» 
cicvns  murder»  But  others  a&ri  t^t  it  originated  entirdj 
with  himfslfy  aad  thai  he  was  only  aânated  by  pj^ivate  mom 
lives  ». 

The  glory  of  faving  Athens  was  referved  to  Thrafybuhis* 
That  generous  citizen,  whoTe  merit  had  placed  him  at  the 
bead  of  thofe  who  had  fled  from  their  country,  ^and  who  had 
been  deaf  to  all  the  propoCals  made,  bim  by  the  tyrants  to 
partake  of  their  power,  gained  pofTeffion  of  the  Pirseus,  and 
inminoned  the  people  to  liberty  ^  Some  of  the  tyrants  pe« 
tilhed  in  arms  ^  others  were  condeaaaed  to  death.  A  general 
amncfty  ireconeiled  the  two  parties,  aad  leftored  tranquillity 
to  Athens  ^. 

S^ome  years  after  that  city  (book  off  the  yoke  of  Laced«« 
mon,  re*eftaUiihed  the  democracy,  and  entered  into  the  treaty 
of  peace  cosK^luded  by  the  Spartan  Aotalcidas  with  Artaxenu 
es  *•  By  this  treaty,  which  circumftances  rendered  neceflary, 
the  Greek  colonies  of  A£a  Minor,  and  fome  of  the  neighbour^ 

■  il       I  ■■   I  ir»  J    1^  I  ■    ■     ■■■■■■■>■■ 
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r  Piattfch.  io  Akib.  p.  %i%  et  iig.  |  *  Xenoph.  Hift.  Orsc.  L  %.  p.  47^ 
>lep.  in  Aldb.  ca|>.  19.  \     ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  479- 
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ing  iflatids,  were  given  up  to  Perfia  ;  the  other  '  nations  of 
Greece  regained  their  laws  and  independence  ^j  but  remained 
in  a  ftatc  of  weakncfs,  from  which  perhaps  they  never-  will 
reeover.  Thus  were  the  differences  terminated  which  had 
occafioned  the  Median  war,  and  that  of  Peloponneftts. 

The  htflofical  effay  I  have  here  given  concludes  wttli  the 
taking  of  Athens.  In  the  relation  of  my  travels,  I  ihall  in- 
fert  an  account  of  the  principal  ^events  that  have  occurred 
fubfequent  to  that  period,  and  to  the  time  of  my  return  into 
Scythia  :  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  hazard  a  few  remarks  on  die 
age  of  Pericles. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  the  A-- 
thenians  muft  have  been  greatly  furprifed  to  find  themfelves 
fo  diifeient  from  their  anbedbrs.  A  few  years  had  fufficed 
to  deftroy  the  authority  of  all  the  laws,  inflitiitions,  maxims, 
and  examples  accumu'ited  by  preceding  ages  for  the  confer-^ 
vation  of  manners.  Nevec  was  there  a  more  dreadful  proof* 
that  great  fucceiïes  are  as  dangerous  for  the  viâors  as  the  van^ 
quiflied. 

I  havb  already  indicated  the  fatal  eflèâs  produced  on  the 
Athenians  by  their  conquefts,  and  the  flourifhing  ft«te  of  their 
navy  and  their  comrficree,'  We  have  feen  them  rapidly  ex- 
tending the  dominions  of  t}ie  republic,  end  tranfporting  into 
her  bofom  the  fpoils  of  the  allied  and  fubjugated  nations  : 
hence  the- fucceffive  progrcfe  of  a  ruinous  luxury,  and  the  in- 
fatiable  third  for  feftivak  and  fpeftaeles.  As  the  govern- 
ment abandoned  itfelf  to  the  delirium  of  a  pride  that  imagin* 
ed  every  thing  warrantable,  becaufe  there  was  nothing  it 
dared  not  to  attempt,  individuals,  from  its  example,  fliook 
off  every  fpecies  of  conftraint  enjoined  either  by  nature  or  fa* 
ciety. 

Merit  foon  could  only  obtain  efteem  ;  refpeft  was  rcfcrved 
for  power  and  infiuence  :    all  the  paifions  were  direâed  to« 


*  Xtfnoph.  Hift,  Gr*c.  lib,  5.  p.  |  Pint,  in  Agefil,  p.  608.    Dio<L  Sic. 
549.      Ifuer.  de  Pace,  t.  I.  p.  ^68.  |  lib.  14.  p.  319. 
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f 
)vards  perTonal  intereft,  and  all  the  fources  of  corruption 
fpread  themfelves  with  profofion  over  the  (late.  Love»  which 
heretofore  had  concealed  itfelf  under  the  veils  of  Hjmen  and 
of  modefijy  flamed  openly  with  illegitimate  fires.  Gourte- 
&OS  multiplied  in  Atticai  and  throughout  all  Greece  X,  Some 
of  thefe  women  came'^from  Jonia*  from  that  beautiful  climate 
where  the  art  of  voluptaoufnefs.  took  birth»  '  Some  attached 
to  their  perfons  a  multiplicity  of  admirers^  all  of  whom  they 
loved  without  a  preference»  and  who  all  loved  them  without 
rivalry;  others,  confining  themfelves  to  a  (ingle  conq^ued  ^-^ 
bjr  aa  appearance  of  propriety,  fucceeded  in  attradling  re* 
fpeâ  and  commendation  from  that  eafy  public,  which  im- 
puted to  them  as  a  merit  this  fidelity  to  their  engagements. 

Pericles,  a  witnefs  to  the  abufe,  did  not  attempt  to  correfl 
it.  The  more  fcvere  he  was  in  his  owii  manners,  the  more 
attentive  was  he  to  corrupt  thofe  of  the  Athenians,  which 
be  relaxed  by  a  rapid  facceilian  of  feftivals  and  games  ^. 

The  celebrated  Afpafia,  a  native  of  Miletus  in  lunia,  fe- 
ponded  the  views  of  Pericles,  whofe  midrefs  and  fpoufc  ihe 
wasfucceffively.  She  had  obtained  fuch  an  afoendency  over 
him,  that  he  was  acpufed  of  having  more  than  once  engaged 
his  country  in  war,  to  avenge  her  perfonal  quarrels  ^.  She 
Jiad  the  boldnefs  to  form  a  fociety  of  courtefans,  whofe  charms 
und  favours  were  employed  to  attach  the  young  Athenians  ^ 
to  her  interefts.  A  few  years  before,  the  whole  city  would 
^ave  revolted  at  the  idea  of  fuch  a  projeâ  ;  but  now,  when 
carried  into  ezecution,  it  only  excited  feme  feeble  murmurs  : 
jthe  comic  poeta  freely  fatirized  Afpafia  ^  ;  but  this  did  not 
blinder  her  houfe  from  being  frequented  by  the  beft  company 
pt  Athens. 


y  Athen.^b.  13.  p.  569. 
*  Tercnt.  m    Hcautontim.    ad.  a. 
fccn.  3. 
^  Plttt.  ia  Per.  t.L  p.  i|S« 
P  ArUloph.  in  Acharii.  ad.  a-  fccn. 


5  V.  527,    Plut.  în  Perid.  p.  165  et 
168. 

^  Plut.  ibid.  p.  165. 

^  Qnjju,  £upol.  ap.  Plat.  ibid. 
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Pericles  anthorized  this  licentionCbefs  ;  Afpafia  extended  it$ 
and  Alcibiadcs  rendered  it  amiabk  :  his  life  wu  mn  enunple 
of  every  fpecies  of  diiTolate  manners  ;   bnt  6is  vices  were  all 
accompanied  ^ith  fo  many  fplendid  qualtties^^and  fo  c^ea 
mingled  with  noble  ^StUms^  that  publie  cenfore  knew  not  on 
what  to  faflen*.     Befides,  how  was  it  poffible  to  refill  the 
charm  of  a  poifon  which  the  graces  themfelves  feemed  to  dif. 
tribute  ?  or  to  condemn  a  man  who  poflèflêd  every  reqnifite 
to  pleafe,  or  to  feduce  ;  who  was  the  firft  to  condemn  him« 
felf  ;  who  repaired  the  flighteft  offences  by  fuch  conciliating 
attentions^  and  who  feemed  leis  to  commit  fiinlts  than  to  fall 
into  them  through  negligence  ?    The  public  were,  therefore» 
led  to  rank  them  among  thofe  amufements,  or  thofe  ertt>rs, 
which  difappear  with  the  fire  of  youth  '  ;  and,  as  indulgence 
for  vice  is  always  a  confpiracy  againft  virtue,  it  happened, 
•that,  excepting  a  fmall  number  of  citizens  inflexibly  attach- 
ed to  ancient  maxims  f,  the  nation,    hurried  away  by  the 
graces  of  Alcibiades,  became  the  accomplices  of  his  ezcefles, 
and  concluded  by  defending  what  they  had  begun  by  excuf. 
ing. 

The  young  Athenians  fixed  their  'eyes  on  this  dangerous 
model  ;  and,  unable  to  imitate  its  beauties,  thought  to  ap- 
proach it  by  copying,  and  efpecially  by  overcharging  its  de- 
fers. They  became  frivolous,  becaufe  he  was  giddy  ;  info- 
lent,  becaufe  he  was  bold  ;  regardlefs  of  the  laws,  becaufe 
he  paid  no  refpeâ  to  propriety  of  manners*  Some  not  fo 
wealthy,  but  equally  prodigal  with  himfelf,  difplayed  aluxu- 
Tj  that  rendered  them  Vidiculous  \  and  drew  down  mta  on 
their  families  :  the  diforders  Atj  tranfmitted  to  Adr  de- 
fcendants,  and  the  baneful  influence  of  the  example  of  Al- 
cibiades fubfifted  long  after  his  death. 

A  judicious  hiftorian  obierves  ',  that  war  modifies  the  man- 
ners of  a  people,  and  fours  them  in  proportion  to  their  fuf- 

'     ■  ■  '  ' -^* 

«  Plut,  in  Aldb  p.  X99.  1  h  Ariftoph.  in  Nab,  tcau  i. 

f  Id.  ibid.  1  I  Thpcyd,  lib.  3.  m.  ta. 

»  Id.  ibid.  p.  X9I.  \  '  *  --r 
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tarings.    That  of  Peloponaefus  was  fo  long,  and  tlie  Athe« 

muis  experienced  fo  many  reverfes  of  foitmiey  as  to  occafion 

^  remark^e  alteration  in  their  charaâer.    Their  vengeance 

*waa  not  fatisfied,  unlefs  it  exceeded  tlie  offence.     More  than 

once  thej  iflued  decrees  which  oondètnned  to  death  the  inha« 

bilMits  o^  the  iflands  who  had  forfaken  their  alliance  ^  ;   their 

generals  more  than  once  inflifted  dreadful  tortures  on  the  pri-* 

loners  who  fell  into  their  hands  ^     They  now,  therefore,  no 

longer  remembered'  that  ancient  inftitution,    by  which  the 

Greeks  were  aocuftomed  to  celebrate  with  fongs  of  joy  the 

Tidories  gained  over  the  barbarians  ;  but  to  recount  with  tears 

mnd  lamentations  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  over  the 

other  Greeks  *. 

The  author  I  have  quoted  further  obferves,  that,  in  the 
eourfe  of  this  fatal  war»  fuch  a  general  fubverfion  of  ideas 
and  principles  took  jdace,  that  the  words  moft  in  ufe  entirely 
clianged  their  me«iing  :  good  faith  was  called  fimplicity  and 
credulity  ;  duplicity,  addrefi  ;  and  prudence  and  moderation, 
feebleneb  and  pulUlanimity  j  while  audacity  and  violence 
.  were  confidered  as  the  fallies  of  a  ftrong  mind,  and  an  ardent 
aeal  in  the  common  eaufe  **  Sach  a  confufion  in  language  is 
petfaaps  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  fymptoms  of  the  depravity 
of  a  people.  In  other  times,  attacks  are  made  on  virtue  ; 
yet  to  affign  limits  to  her  is  ftill  to  acknowledge  her  au« 
thority  :  but  when  a  fociety  proceeds  to  diveft  her  even  of 
her  name,  her  claims  are  at  an  end  ;  vice  ufurps  the  fceptre, 
and  maintains  herfelf  undiftorbed  on  the  throne. 

Thofe  bloody  wars  in  which  the  Greeks  had  been  engage 
ed,  extinguilhed  a  great  number  of  families  accuftomed,  for 
many  ages,  to  confider  their  own  glory  as  infeparable  from 
the  glory  of  their  country  ®.  The  foreigners  and  new  mea 
who  fupplied  their  places,  made  the  balance  of  power  fudden« 

It  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3e.  t     ^  Ifecr.  Ptacfjr.  1. 1.  p.  S05*     • 

I  Xeo.  Hiit  Gtnc  lib.  a.  f,  4^7-  I     '^  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cip.  8a. 
Plttt.  in  Per.  «.  i.  p.  166.  )     •  Ifocr.  <c  Pw.  1. 1  p.  404* 
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ly  incline  in  favour  of  the  people  p.  The  following  ezMm^é 
ivill  ibovv  to  what  excefs  thej  now  ventured  to  carry  their  in« 
folence.  Towards  the  end  of  the  Peloponticfian  war,  a  plajex 
on  the  lyre,  forrnerlj  a  (lave,  fince  become  a  citizen  bj  bis 
intrigues,  and  adored  by  the  multitude  for  his  liberality^  was 
feen  to  come  into  the  general  aflembly  armed  with  an  axe, 
and  threaten  with  impunity  to  cleave  the  ikull  of  the  firft 
man  who  (hould  give  his  vote  for  peace  ^. .  A  few  years  af- 
ter Athens  was  taken  by  the  Lacedxmonians,  and  in  a  fliort 
time  again  funk  under  the  arms  of  the  king  of  Macedon. 

Such  was  the  dediny  of  a  ftate  founded  upon  manners. 
Philofophers,  who  afcend  to  the  caufes  of  great  events,  have 
faid  that  every  age  bears,  in  fome  manner,  within  itfelf  the 
age  that  is  to  follow.  This  bold  metaphor  contains  an  im* 
portant  truth,  confirmed  by  the  hiftory  of  Athens.  The  ago 
of  laws  and  virtue  prepared  that  of  valour  and  of  glory  ;  the 
latter  produced  that  of  conquefts  and  of  luxury,  which  ter-» 
minated  in  the  deftruâion  of  the  republic. 

At  prefent  kt  us  turn  our  eyes  from  thefe  afiliâing  fcenes, 
and  fix  them  on  more  agreeable  and  more  interelting  obje&s* 
Towards  the  end  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  Nature  redopbled 
her  cfiorts,  and  on  a  fudden  give  birth  to  a  number  of  men 
of  genius  in  every  branch  of  knowledge.  Of  thefe  Athens 
produced  feveral,  and  faw  a  ilill  greater  number  refort  to  her 
to  court  the  honour  of  her  approbation  and  efteem. 

Without  mentioning  a  Gorgias,  a  Parmenides,  a  Protago» 
Xas,  and  many  other  eloquent  fophifts,  who,  by  defleminating 
their  doubts,  multiplied  ideas,  Sophocles,  Euripides,  Arifto-* 
phanes,  (lione  on  the  liage,  furrounded  by  rivals  who  ihared  ' 
in  their  glory.  The  ailronomer  Meton  calculated  the  mo« 
tions  of  the  heavens,  and  fixed  the  limits  of  the  year  ;  the 
orators  Antiphon,  Andocides,  and  Lyfus,  diftinguiihed  them*^ 
felves  in  the  difierent  fpecies  of  eloquence ^  Thucyclldes,  ex<« 

P  Ariffot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  3. 1      «  iBlchk.  dc  FaïC  Leg.  p.  407. 
t.ii.p.3«9-  I 
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ckcd  to  emukdon  by  Uie  applaufes  beftowed  upon  Herodotus, 
while  he  read  bis'  hiflorj  to  the  Athenian»»  vf^s  labouring  .  to 
merit  a  fimili^r  reward  >  Socrates  tranfnmitted  a  fublime  doc«. 
trine  to  his  difciples,  fevcral  of  whom  have  founded  fchools  ; 
able  generals  eu  fared  viâorj  to  the  arms  of  the  republic  ;  the 
mail  magnificent  edifices  were  ere£ted  after  the  de&gns  of  the 
mod  able  architeâs  ;  the  pencils  of  Polygnotus,  Parrhafius, 
and  Zeuxis,  and  the  chifels  of  Phidias  and  Alcamenes,  were 
exerted  with  emulation  to  decorate  the  temples,  the  porticos, 
and  public  places.  AU  thefe  great  men,  as  alfo  all  thofe  who 
flouriihed  in  other  parts  of  Greece,  were  preparing  to  re- 
exifi  in  pupils  worthy  to  fucceed  them  ;  and  it  was  eafjr  to 
forefee  that  the  mod  corrupted  would  foon  become  the  moft 
enlightened  of  ages» 

Thus,  whilil  the  refpeûîve  dates  of  this  country  were  me- 
naced with  lofing  the  empire  both  of  the  fea  and  land',  a 
peaceful  clafs  of  citizens  were  labouring  to  fecure  to  it  for 
ever  the  empire  of  the  mind  :  they  ereâed  in  honour  of  their 
nation  a  temple,  the  foundations  of  which  had  been  laid  in 
the  preceding  century,  and  was  to  refill  the  ravages  of  cen« 
turies  to  come.  The  fciences  every  day  acquired  ftrength  by 
new  difcoveries,  and  the  arts  by  their  continued  progrcfs» 
Poetry  did  not  increafe  her  fplendour  ;  but  retaining  it,  em- 
ployed her  powers  to  embelliQ)  tragedy  and  comedy^  which 
were  at  once  carried  to  their  highefl  perfeâion.  Hiftory,  fub- 
je^ed  to  the  laws  of  true  criticifm,  rejcfted  the  marvellous, 
difcufied  faâs  ^,  and  became  an  inilruélive  Icfibn,  which  pad 
times  trai)fmitted  to  fuccecding  ages.  In  proportion  as  the 
edifice  arofe,  barren  walles  were  difcovered  at  a  diilance,  and 
others  which  waited  only  for  more  flûiful  cultivation.  The 
rules  of  logic  and  cf  rhetoric,  the  abftraâions  of  metaphy* 
fies,  and  the  maxims  of  morality,  were  explained  in  works 
which  to  reguhrity  of  plan  united  precifion  of  ideas  andele- 
gance  of  fiyle. 

'  Tbucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  20  cc  ai. 
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Greece  pntly  owed  thefe  advanttges  to  tlie  iofloenee  of 
phikrfbphjT,  which  etofe  out  of  obfcuritj  after  the  viâories 
guaed  over  the  Perfians.  2>no  appeared,  and  the  Athetiians 
czcrciled  tbemfelves  in  the  fabtletiei  of  the  Eleaa  fchooL 
Aaaxagoru  brought  them  acquainted  with  the  knowledge 
•od  difcoveries  of  Thaïes  ;  and  fome  of  them  were  perluaded 
diat  edipfesi  monfters,  and  the  diverfified  fports  of  nature, 
ihould  no  longer  be  enumerated  in  the  lift  of  prodigies  ;  bat 
this  they  ^ere  obliged  to  communicate  in  confidence  *  ;  for 
the  people,  accuftomed  to  confider  certain  phsenomena  as 
^  warnings  from  heaven,  proceeded  againft  thofe  philofophers 
who  wiflied  to  reclaim  them  from  this  fuperdition.  Perfe- 
eoted  and  banilhed,  they  learned  -  that  the  truth,  to  gain  ad- 
mii&on  amongft  men,  muft  not  prefent  herfelf  unveiied,  but 
be  clandeftbely  introduced  in  the  retinue  of  error. 

The  arts,  finding  no  popular  prejudices  to  combat,  met  not 
with  fimilar  reftraints.  The  temple  of  Jupiter,  begun  under 
Pififtratus  ;  and  that  of  Thefeus,  conftruâed  under  Cimon  ; 
fnrnilhed  the  architeft  with  models  :  but  the  piftures  and  fta« 
tues  then  fubfifting  prefentcd  the  painter  and  the  fculptor  on« 
ly  with  eiTays,  which  their  genius  muft  mature  into  perfec- 
tion. 

Some  years  before  the  Peloponnefian  war,  Pansenus,  the 
brother  of  Phidias,  painted  the  battle  of  Marathon  in  one  of 
the  porticos  of  Athens  ;  and  the  furprife  of  the  fpefiators 
was  extreme,  when  they  perceived  they  could  difcover  in 
Ihefe  piâures  the  chiefs  of  the  two  armies  ^  He  furpafled 
thofe  who  had  preceded  him,  and  almoft  at  the  very  infiaot 
was  forpaiTed  by  Polygnotns  of  Thafos,  ApoUodorus  of  A- 
thenSf  Zeuxis  of  Heraclea,  and  Parthafius  of  Ephefus.  Po» 
lygnotus  was  the  firft  who  varied  the  exprefBons  of  the  coun- 
tenance, and  deviated  from  the  dry  and  fervile  manner  of  his 

*  Plot,  in  Per.  t.  i.  p.  1^4.  Id.  in  I  '  Plio.  lib.  3$-  ^f*  ^-  ^*  U*  P*  ^' 
Hicp.  53I.  [  Psu&n.  lib.  j.cap.  xi.f.40}. 
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prcâeceflbrs  "  ;  he  was  likewife  the  firft  who  embelliihed  his 
female  figures*  and  clothed  them  with  li^ht  and  elegant  dra- 
pery. His  portraits  bear  the  impreflion  of  moral  beauty,  the 
idea  of  which  was  deeply  eogravea  in  his  foul  ^.  He  ibould 
not  be  cenfured  for  not  fufficiently  diverfifying  the  tone  of  his 
colours  y  :  it  was  the  fault  of  the  art,  which,  if  we  may  ufe 
the  ezpreffion,  was  then  but  newly  born. 

ApoUodorus,  in  this  branch  of  his  art,  poflelTed  the  re- 
fources  in  which  Polygnotus  was  deficient  :  he  produced  a 
happy  mixture  of  light  and  (hade.  Zeuxis  immediately  im- 
proved on  this  difcovery  ;  and  Âpollodonis,  defirous  of  au- 
thenticating his  glory,  exalted  that  of  his  rival.  In  a  poem 
written  by  him,  he  fays  :  "  I  had  difcovefed,  for  tfie  diftri- 
bution  of  ihâdesy  fecrets  unknown  until  our  days  ;  they  have 
been  wrefted  from  me  :  the  aft  is  in  the  hands  of  Zeuxis  '•'' 
The  latter  fiudied  nature  *  with  the  fame  attention  that  he 
beftowed  on  finiOiing  his  produâions  ^  ;  thefe  are  jbefplendent 
with  beauties.  In  his  pifture  of  Penelope  he  féems  to  have 
painted  the  xbanners  and  character  of  that  princefs  ^  ;  but  in 
general  he  has  been  lefs  fuccefsful  in  this  particular  than  Po«i 
lygnotus  •*. 

Zeuxis  accelerated  the  progrefs  of  thé  art  by  the  beauty  of 
his  colouring  ;  Parrhafias  his  rival,  by  the  purity  and  cor- 
xefknefs  of  defign  %  for  he  was  acquainted  with  the  fcience  of 
proportions.  Thofe  he  gave  his  gods  and  heroes  appeared  fo 
happy,  that  artills  did  not  hcfitate  to  adopt  them,  and  de- 
creed him  the  name  of  legiflator  ^.  He  had  other  titles  to 
their  admiration.     He  ihowed   them,  for  tjie  firft  time,  e^- 


"  Plio.  ibid.  c.  9.  Mrm.  dc  I'Acad. 
des  Bell.  t.cttr.  l  szxv.  p.  194  et  %fii 

^  Arilfc.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  5.  t.  ii. 
p-  455-  I^  ^<i  Fact,  cap  4.  t.  iu  p. 
^55- 

y  Quintil.  lib.  12.  cap.  xc.  p.  743. 

^'  Piuc.  de  G\m,  Atheu.  t.  ii.  p.  346. 
Plin.  lih.  35.  cap.  9.  p.  69 1.  Mcin. 
fXe  r Acad,  des  BelJ.  Lett.  t.  xiy.  p.  195. 

roi.  I, 


*  Cicer.  de  Invent,  lib.  ».  cap,  x. 
t.  I.  p.  75.  Dionyf.  Halicar.  Vet. 
Script.  Ct^nf.  cap.  i.  c.  v.  p.  417. 
Plio.  ibid. 

Int.  in  Per.  t  i.  p   1/9^ 

<^  Plin.  ibid. 

d  Ariftou  dc  Poet.  cap.  6.  t  ii.  p.  657. 

^  Quiatil.  lib.  la.  cap.  JO.  p.  744* 
Plin.  lib.  35.  cap.  9.  p.  651 1. 

f  Qyintjl.  ibid. 
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preiGve  airs  of  heads,  mouths  embellilhed  bj  the  grâces,  and 
hair  pourtrajed  with  delicacy  ^. 

To  thefe  two  artifts  fucceeded  Timaothes,  whofe  works, 
giving  us  to  underftand  more  than  thej  exprefs,  difcover  the 
great  artift,  and  dill  more  the  man  of  wit  ^  ;  Paiaphilus,  who 
acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  authority  bj  his  merit,  as  to  pro- 
cure fchools  for  drawing,  from  which  flaves  were  excluded, 
to  be  eftablilhed  in  feveral  of  the  Grecian  cities  '  ;  Euphranor, 
who,  ever  equal  to  himfelf,  excelled  in  all  the  branches  of 
painting^.  I  have  known  fome  of  thefe  artifts,  and  have 
iince  learned,  that  a  pupil  whom  I  have  feen  with  Pamphilus, 
named  Apelles,  has  furpalTed  them  all. 

The  progrefs  and  improvement  of  fculpture  was  aot  in« 
ferior  to  that  of  painting.  To  prove  this,  it  is  onlj  necef- 
fary  to  repeat  the  names  of  Phidias,  Poljcletus,  Alcamenes, 
Scopas,  and  Praxiteles.  The  firft  lived  in  the  time  of  Peri- 
cles. I  was  acquainted  with  the  lauer.  Thus,  in  lefs  than 
the  fpace  of  a  ilngle  century,  has  this  art  attained  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  excellence,  that  the  ancient  fculptors  would  at  this 
day  be  obliged  to  blufh  for  their  produâions  and  their  cele- 
brity K 

If  to  thefe  different  generations  of  talents  we  add  thofe 
which  preceded  them,  afcending  from  Pericles  to  the  time  of 
Thaïes,  the  mod  ancient  of  the  Grecian  philofophers,  we  ihall 
find  that  the  human  mind  has  acquired  more  in  the  interval 
of  about  two  hundrA  years,  than  in  the  long  fucceŒon  of 
preceding  ages.  What  powerful  hand  was  it  that  fuddenlj 
imprelTed  on  it,  and  ftill  preferves,  even  to  our  days,  a  mo* 
tion  at  once  fo  rapid  and  fo  produâive  ? 

I  imagine  that  from  time  to  time,  perhaps  even  in  every 
generation.  Nature  fcatters  over  the  earth  a  certain  portioa 
of  talents,  which  remain  buried  when  nothing  contributes  to 

s  Plio.  ibid.    Mem.derAcad  t.zix.   I      ^  PUn.  lib.  $S'  cap.  f.  p.  694.  ' 
p.  466;  t.  xxT.  p.  163.  I      k  i<j.  ibid.  cap.  11.  p.  703. 

^  Plin.  ibid.  p.  694.  |      1  Plat,  in  Hipp.  ^laj.  c.  iii.p.  zZj^ 
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develope  tliem,  and  awaken  as  from  a  profound  flcep  when 
one  amongft  them  accidentallj  opens  a  new  path  to  fame. 
Tbofe  who  ru(h  into  it  firft,  divide  among  them,  if  I  maj  to 
fpeaky  the  provinces  of  this  new  empire  :  thefe  their  fuccef- 
fors  bave  the  merit  of  cultivating  and  giving  law  to.  But 
there  are  limits  to  the  difcoveries  of  the  mind,  as  thefe  are 
to  the  enterprifes  of  conquerors  and  navigators.  The  great-» 
eft  difcoveries  immortalize  thofe  who  have  made,  and  thofe 
who  have  improved  them  ;  till  at  length  men  of  genius,  no 
longer  pofîefliDg  the  fame  refources,  ceafe  to  meet  with  the 
fame  fuccefs,  and  are  almofl  reduced  to  a  level  with  the  clafs 
of  ordinary  men» 

To  this  general  caufe  feveral  partial  ones  muft  be  added* 
At  the  commencement  of  the  great  revolution  of  which  I 
fpeak,  the  philofopher  Piierecjdes  of  Scjros,  and  the  hiflo- 
rians  Cadmus  and  Hecataeus  of  Miletus,  introduced  into  their 
writings  the  ufe  of  profe  "*,  better  calculated  than  poetrj  for 
the  communication  of  ideas.  Towards  the  fame  period  Thaïes^ 
Pythagoras,  and  other  Greeks,  brought  from  Egypt  and  the 
countries  of  the  Eaft,  various  kinds  of  fcience,  which  they 
taught  to  their  difciples.  Whilft  thefe  were  filently  taking 
root  in  the  fchools  inftituted  in  Sicily,  Italy,  and  on  the  coalls 
of  Aûa,  every  thing  confpired  to  the  birth  and  rapid  im- 
provement of  the  arts. 

Such  as  depend  on  the  iàiagination,  are  more  efpedally 
deftined  arooog  the  Greeks  to  the,embellifliment  of  their  fefti* 
vais  and  temples  -,  they  are  employed  likewife  to  celehrate 
the  heroic  aâs  of  nations,  and  the  names  of  the  vldlors  in 
the  folemn  games  of  Greece.  Difpcnfers  of  the  glory  they 
partake,  the  Greeks  found,  after  the  Perfian  war,  more  oc- 
cafions  than  formerly  to  exercife  thefe  fublimc  arts. 

Greece,  after  enjoying  for  fome  time  a  profperity  that  in- 
creafed  her   power  °,   fell   into   a  date  of  difleniion  which 

®  PUn.  lib.  5.  cap.  2^.  t.  i.  p.  178.  ;  I  Suid  in  Phcrecyd, 
lib.  7.  p.  417.     Strab.   lib.   i.  p.  18.  |      ^  Diod.  Sic.  Jib.  12.  p.  yz. 
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gave  a  furprifing  degree  of  auivity  to  every  mind.     She  be- 
held wars  and  vîAorîts,  richesy  and  luxury,  artiAs,  and  mo- 
numents, multiply  at  once   withm   her  bofom  :  the  fcfiivals 
became  more  fplendid,  public  fpeâacles  more  common  ;  the 
temples   were  covered  with  paintings,  and   the  environs    of 
D'il  phi  and  Olympia  wiih  flatues.     On   the  fmalleft  fucce£s» 
piety,  or  rather  national  vanity,  paid  a  tribute  to  induftry^ 
excited  likewife  by  an  inditution  which  turned  to  the  advan- 
tage cf  the  arts.     Was  a  public  f qua  re  or  edifice  to  be  deco- 
rated ;  feveral  art!  ft  s  treated  the  fame  fubjeft  :  they  exhibited 
their  performances  or  their   plans,  and  the  preference  i^as 
given  to  him  w]io  united  the  greateft  number  of  public  fuf- 
frages  in  his  favour  ®.     More   folemn  competitions  were  ic- 
ftituted  in  favour  of  painting  and  mufic,  at  Delphi,  Corinth» 
Athens,  and  other  places.     The  Grecian  cities  which    had 
known  only  the  rivalry  of  arms,  now  became  acquainted  \vith 
that  of  talents:  the  greater  part  of  them  affumed  a  new  ap. 
pearance,  after  the  example  of  Athens,  which  furpafled  them 
all  in  magnificence. 

Pericles,  wiiliing  to  give  employment  to  a  people  p  formid« 
able  to  their  chiefs  in  the  inadivity  of  peace,  refolved  to  de- 
dicate to  the  embellilhment  of  the  city,  a  great,  part  of  the 
contributions  fumilhed  by  the  allies  to  fupport  the  Perfian 
war,  and  which  had  been  hitherto  kept  in  referve  in  the  ci- 
tadel. He  reprefented  that,  by  throwing  this  wealth  into 
circulation,  it  would  procure  to  the  nation  an  abundance  for 
the  prefenf  moment,  and  immortal  glory  in  futurity  \  The 
ihops  of  artills  and  the  public  places  were  inflantly  filled  witH 
an  infinite  number  of  labourers  and  mechanics,  whofe  cxer~ 
tions  were  direâed  by  intelligent  mafters,  after  the  deûgns 
of  Phidias.  Thefe  works,  which  a  great  empire  would  fcarce-. 
\j  have  ventured  to  undertake,  and  which  fcemed  to  require 
a  loog.fpace  of  time  for  their  execution,  were  completed  by 

°  PliD.  lib.  36.  cap.  ,J.  t.  ii.  p.  715.      I      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  ijj^ 
ï*PIut.inPcr.t.  i.  p.  T|jB. 
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B  Ktde  republic,  io  a  very  few  years,  under  the  admlnlftra- 
tion  of  a  fingle  man,  without  either  faffering  în  their  elegance 
or  folidity  by  fuch  aftonifliing  diligence.  They  coft  about 
Ibree  thoufand  talents  ^  *. 

While  thefe  works  were  carrying  on,  Pericles  was  re- 
proached by  his  enemies  with  difllpating  the  money  of  the 
fiate*  **  Arc  you  of  opinion,"  faid  he  one  day  to  the  general 
afleiùbly,  '•  that  the  cxpence  is  too  great?"  "  Far  too  great,*^ 
anfwered  fome  perfon.  •*  Well  then,"  replied  he,  "  I  will 
take  it  entirely  on  myfelf,  and  infcribe  my  name  on  thefe  edi- 
fices." •*  No,  no,"  exclaimed  the  people,  "  let  them  be 
crefted  at  the  expence  of  the  treafury  ;  and  fpare  nothing  for 
their  completion  •." 

A  tafte  far  the  arts  began  to  fntroducc  itfdf  among  a  fmall 
number  of  citizens  ;  that  for  paintings  and  fiatues  among  the 
rich-  The  dazziled  multitude  judge  of  the  power  of  a  ftatc 
by  its  magnificence  ^  hence,  that  refpe£l  for  artifts  who  diff- 
tioguiflied  themfelves  by  a  happy  boldnefs.  Some  laboured 
gratuitoufly  for  the  republic,  and  had  honours  decreed  them  ^  ; 
pthers  there  were  who  enriched  themfelves  either  by  teaching 
pupils  ",  or  exaâing  a  tribute  from  thofe  who  came  to  their 
worklhops  to  admire  their  maderly  produûions  ^.  Several  of 
them,  elated  with  the  general  approbation,  found  a  flill  more 
flattering  recompence  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  their  fuperiorîty, 
and  in  the  homage  they  themfelves  rendered  to  their  abilities; 
nor  did  they  blufli  to  infcribe  on  their  piftures,  "  It  will  be 
eafier  to  criticife  than  to  imitate  i^."  Zeuxis  acquired  fuch 
great  wealth,  that  towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  made  pre* 
fcnts  of  his  paintings,  affirming  that  aobody  was  rich  enough 
to  pay  their  value  '.     Farrhaflus  had  fuch  an  exalted  opinion 


f  Thucyd.  lib.  2,  cap.  13. 

*  See  note  VI 11.  ac  the  eod  of  4ie 
^lusie. 

■  Plut,  in  Per.  t.  i.  p  160. 

«  Plin.  lib.  35.  cap.  9.  p,  69".  SuiJ. 
et  Harpocr.  io  l^olygn. 


"  Plin.  ibid.  p.  694. 
^  JTMan.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  4-  cap.  lî. 
y  Plin.  lib.  3S'  cap.  9.  p.  691,   Plut, 
de  Glor.  Aiheii.  t  ii.  p.  346. 
''  IMin.  ibid. 
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of  himfelf  as  to  laj  claim  to  a  divine  ongin  *.  To  th£  ia« 
toxication  of  their  pride  was  added  that  of  the  public  admlia- 
tlon. 

Though  ]etter3  were  cultivated  more  earlj,  and  with  great- 
er fuccefs  thamthe  arts,  it  may  be  afierted  that,  excepting 
poetrj,  they  received  lefs  encouragement  from  the  Greeks* 
Eloquence  and  hiftory  were  held  in  great  eftimation,  becaufe 
the  former  was  neceflary  to  the  difcuf&on  of  their  interefts, 
and  the  latter  to  the  gratification  of  their  vanity  ;  but  the  o- 
ther  branches  of  literature  owe  their  improvement  rather  to 
the  vigour  of  the  foil,  than  to  any  prote6\ion  of  the  govern* 
ment.  In  feveral  cities  we  find  fchools  for  the  athletae  rnaia* 
taîned  at  the  public  expence  i  but  no  where  any  permament 
inflitutions  for  the  exercifes  of  the  mind.  It  is  but  lately 
th^t  the  fiudy«of  arithmetic  and  geometry  have  conftituted  a 
part  of  education,  and  that  the  doctrines  of  natural  philofo- 
phy  have  ceafcd  to  be  an  objeél:  of  averfion  and  alarm.  Un- 
der Pericles,  philofophical  refearches  were  rigorouily  pro- 
fcribed  by  the  Athenians  **  ;  and,  whilft  foothfayers  frequent- 
ly received  an  honourable  public  maintenance  ih  the  prytan- 
euiif*,  the  philofophers  fcatccly  ventured  to  confide  their  o- 
pinions  to  their  mofl  faithful  difciples  ;  nor  were  they  more 
favourably  received  among  other  nations.  Every  where  the 
objets  of  hatred  or  contempt,  they  efcaped  from  the  fury  of 
fanaticifm  only  by  holding  truth  in  captivity,  and  from  the 
virulence  of  envy  by  a  voluntary  or  conflrained  poverty. 
Though  more  tolerated  at  prefent,  they  are  flill  fo  dofely 
watched,  that  on  the  fmalleft  offence  pbilofophy  would  ex- 
perience a  repetition  of  all  the  perfecution  it  has  formerly 
fiifFered. 

From  thefe  refleûions  we  may  conclude,  firft,  that  the 
Greeks  have  always  honoured  the  talents  fubfervient  to  their 
pleafures,  more  than  thofe  which  contribute  to  their  inftruç- 


«  Id.  ibid.  p.  694.  I       ^  Schol,  Ariftc^th.  m  Nab.  v.  ^39* 

V  ?luc  is  Fcr.  (.  i.  p.  169.  ( 
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lîon;  fecondly,  that  natural  have  had  more  influence  than 
moral  caufes  in  the  progrefs  of  letters,  and  moral  more  than 
natural  m  that  of  the  arts  ;  and  thirdly,  that  the  Athenians 
are  not  jaftified  in  attributing  to  themfelves  the  origin,  or  at 
Icaft  the  pcrfcdlion  of  the  arts  and  fciences  ^.  Falfely  do  they 
flatter  themfelves  that  they  have  opened  and**pointed  out  to 
other  nations  the  glorious  paths  to  immortality  ^  ;  Nature 
does  not  feemto  have  diflinguiihed  them  from  the  other 
Greeks  in  the  diftributton  of  her  favours.  They  have  indeed 
invented  the  drama  ;  they  have  produced  celebrated  oratorr» 
two  or  three  hiftorians,  and  a  very  fmall  number  of  painters, 
fculptorsy  and  able  architeâs  ;  but  in  almoft  all  thefe  branch- 
es the  reft  of  Greece  may  produce  a  multitude  of  illuftrious 
names  to  difpute  their  claim.  I  do  not  even  know  whether 
the  climate  of  Attica  be  fo  favourable  to  the  produâions  of 
genius  as  that  of  Ionia  and  Sicily. 

Athens  is  not  fo  much  the  birthi-place  as  the  refidence  of 
great  talents.  Her  riches  enable  her  to  employ  them,  and 
her  knowledge  to  appreciate  their  value  ;  the  magnificence  of 
her  feftivalsy  the  mildnefs  of  her  laws,  the  number  and  com- 
placent charaâcr  of  her  inhabitants,  would  fuflîcé  to  fix  with- 
in her  walls  men  eager  to  acquire  fame,  who  muft  ffllVi^ 
theatre,  rivals,  and  judges. 

Pericles  attached  fuch  men  to  him  by  the  fuperiorîty  of 
his  influence  ;  Afpafia,  by  the  charms  of  her  converfation  ; 
and  both,  hy  a  difcerning  edeem.  Afpafia  can  be  compared 
only  with  herfelf.  The  Greeks  were  ftill  lefs  aftoniflied  at 
her  beauty  than  her  eloquence,  and  the  profundity  and  ele- 
gance of  her  underftanding.  Socrates,  Alcibiades,  men  of 
letters,  the  moft  celebrated  artifts,  and  the  mod  amiable  of 
the  Athenians  of  either  fex,  afTembled  around  this  extraordi- 
nary  woman,  who  commanded  the  refpeâ  of  a]],  and  con- 
verfed  in  all  their  languages. 


^  Ifocr.  Paneg.  1. 1  p.  138.  I      «  Athen.  Deipnof.  lib.  6.  cap.  13  p. 

tr  111  J 


Digitized 


by  Google 


2^1  JRAVELS  IJ^  GP.EEÇE. 

This  fociety  was  the  model  of  thofc  which  have  been  |ioce 
formed.  The  love  of  letters,  arts,  and  enjoyments»  which 
conneâs  all  men,  and  confounds  diftînâioas,  rendered  fenfible 
the  merit  of  a  delicacy  in  language  'and  manners.  Such  u 
had  received  from  Nature  the  gift  of  pleafing,  exerted  every 
endeavour  to  pleafe  ;  and  this  defire  embellilhed  talents  with 
new  graces.  The  tone  of  good  company  was  foon  diftin« 
guiihable.  This,  as  it  is  partly  founded  on  arbitrary  con- 
ventions, and  fuppofes  a  degree  of  refinement  and  tranquillity 
of  mind,  was  long  in  purifying,  and  could  never  find  its 
way  into  all  ranks  of  fociety.  In  a  word,  that  politenefs 
which  at  firft  was  only  the  expreilion  of  cfleem,  infenfibly  de- 
generated into  diffimula^tion  ;  every  one  was  careful  to  hviih 
attentions  upon  others,  that  he  might  receive  ftill  greater  in 
return,  and  to  flatter  their  felf-love,  that  they  might  no( 
wound  his  own. 
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CHAP.    I. 


Departure  from  Scythia. — The  Tauric  Cberfone/us  *• — Tïtf 
JPontus  Euxinusf. — State  of  Greece^  from  the  taking  of 
jithenSf  Anno  A.  C.  404,  to  the  Departure  of  AnacbarJU 
on  his  Travels. ^^Tie  Tthracian  B of phorus.--^ Arrival  at  By* 
Kontium  %. 

XXNACH ARSIS,  a  native  of  Scythia,  the  fon  of  Tozaris» 
is  the  author  of  this  work,  which  he  addrefles  to  his  friends. 
He  begins  bj  Hating  to  them  the  motives  that  induced  him  to 
travel. 

You  know  that  I  am  defcended  from  the.  £ige  Anacharfis, 
fo  celebrated  among  the  Greeks,  and  fo  unworthily  treated 
bj  the  Scythians.  The  hiftory  of  his  life  and  death  infpired 
me,  from  my  earliefl  childhood,  with  efteem  for  the  nation 
which  had  honoured,  and  with  diftaile  for  that  which  knew 
not  how  to  appreciate,  his  virtues. 

This  difguft  was  ftill  more  increafed  by  the  arrival  of  a 
Greek  flave,  whom  I  purchafed.    He  was  of  one  of  the  prin- 

*  The  Criinea.  |     i  Conftantinople. 

I  The  Black  Sea-  I  * 
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cipd  families  of  Thebes  in  Bœotia.  About  tbirtj-fiz  jears 
before  *,  he  hmd  followed  the  younger  Cyrus  in  the  expedi- 
tion undertaken  by  that  prince  againft  his  brother  Artaxerzes, 
king  of  Per&a.  Being  taken  prifoner  in  one  of  thofe  en- 
gagements to  which  the  Greeks  were  compelled  in  their  re« 
treat,  he  frequently  changed  maftersi  and  wore  the  chains  of 
fervitude  in  different  nations»  till  chance  brought  him  to  the 
country  in  which  I  lived. 

The  more  I  became  acquainted  with  himi  the  more  fenfi- 
ble  was  I  of  the  afcendancy  of  an  enlightened  over  an  unin- 
ftruâed  people.  Timagenes,  for  that  was  the  Theban's 
name,  at  once  delighted  and  humbled  me  by  the  chsrms  of 
his  converfation,  and  the  fuperiority  of  his  knowledge  :  the 
hiilory  of  the  Greeks,  their  manners,  government,  fciences, 
arts-,  fcflivals,  and  fpcâacles,  were  the  inexlauilible  topics 
of  our  converfation.  I  interrogated  him,  and  I  liftened  to  his 
replies  with  tranfport.  I  was  then  juft  entering  tny  eigh- 
teenth year,  and  my  imagination  added  the  livelieft  colours 
to  the  richnefs  of  his  defcriptions.  I  had  hitherto  feen  no- 
thing but  tents»  flocks,  and  deferts.  From  this  time,  inca- 
pable of  enduring  the  wandering  life  I  had  till  then  led,  and 
the  profound  ignorance  to  which  I  was  condemned,  I  refolved 
to  abandon  a  climate  where  Nature  fcarcely  provided  for  the 
necefljties  of  man,  and  a  nation  whofe  only  virtue  feetned  to 
me  to  confift  in  its  ignorance  of  vice  ^. 

I  hafVe  pafTed  the  prime  years  of  my  life  in  Greece,  in  £- 
gypt,  and  in  Ferfia  ;  but  my  longed  abode  was  in  the  former 
of  thefe  countries.  I  enjoyed  the  laft  moments  of  its  glory  ; 
nor  quitted  it  till  I  faw  its  liberty  expire  in  the  plain  of  Cbae-- 
ronea.  While  vifiting  its  provinces,  I  carefully  noted  down 
every  thing  that  I  believed  to  merit  attention,  and  from  this 
journal,  on  my  return  to  Scythia,  I  drew  up  the  narrative 
of  my  travels,  which  poflibly  would  have  been  more  accurate, 

•  '  '  >  I        I  I  ■■      !■■      .Ill      I  I  I  I  ■  ■  .  I» 

•  The  year  400  before  J.  C.    ^  *  Juftin.  Hift.  lib.  a,  cap.  a. 
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had  not  the  fliip  by  which  I  feot  mj  books  been  loft  in  the 
£uzine  fea* 

And  yon,  whom  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  know  in  my  jour« 
ney  into  Perfia,  you,  Arfames  and  Phedime,  illuftrions  pair, 
how  often  have  I  been  on  the  point  of  inferting  your  names 
in  my  narrative  !  In  how  lively  a  manner  did  they  recur  to 
ray  remembrance,  when  I  had  to  pourtray  fome  fuperemi- 
nent  quality  of  the  heart  or  mind  ;  or  to  fpeak  of  beoevo- 
lence  and  gratitude  !  You  have  claims  upon  this  work.  I 
jiartly  compofed  it  in  that  delightful  refidence  of  which  you 
conftitute  the  nobleft  ornament  ;  I  finilbed  it  f^r  from  Perfia, 
yetj  as  I  may  fay,  always  under  your  eyes  ;  for  the  moments 
paiTed  with  you  can  never  be  obliterated  from  my  memory* 
The  recolledion  of  thefe  will  conilitute  the  happinefs'  of  the 
remainder  of  my  life,  and  I  have  no  other  wiih,  but  that, 
after  my  death,  thefe  words  fliould  be  deeply  engraven  on  the 
ftone  that  covers  my  aihes  :  '*  He  obtained  the  friendOiip  of 
Arfames  and  Phedime.'' 

Towards  the  end  of  the  firft  year  of  the  104th  Olympiad  *, 
I  took  my  departure  with  Timagenes,  to  whom  I  had  given 
his  liberty.  After  traveriing  vad  folitudes,  we  arrived  on  the 
bjLnks  of  the  Tanais,  near  to  the  fpot  where  it  falls  into  a  kind  of 
fea,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lake,  or  Palus  M seotis.  There 
taking  (hipping,  we  proceeded  to  the  city  of  Panticapseum,  ' 
fituated  on  an  eminence  ^,  near  the  entrance  «f  the  (Irait  call- 
ed the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  which  joins  the  Palus  Msotis 
to  the  Euxine  fea. 

This  city,  where  th^  Greeks  formerly  eftabliihed  a  co- 
lony ^,  i^  become  the  capital  of  a  fmall  empire,  which  ex- 
tends along  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  Cherfonefus  Taurica. 
Leucon  had  reigned  there  about  thirty  years  ^.  He  was  a  ge- 
nerous and  magnificent  prince  %  who  more  than  once  had  de- 

*  In  the  month  of  ^pril  of  thç  year  ■  la.  t.  i.  p.  218. 

363  before  J.  C.  I      <*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  léj.  p.  43». 

b  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  309.  |      ^  Chryfip.  ap.  Pint,  de  Scoic«r.  re- 

^  Id.  tbkU  p.  310.    PUP*  lib.  4.  cap.  |  pagn.  t.  ii  p«  1043. 
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feated  confpiraciesi  and  gained  viôories,  bj  his  addrefs  and 
courage  '•  We  did  not  fee  him  ;  for  he  was  then  at  the  head 
of  his  annj.  The  inhabitants  of  Heraclea  in  BithTnia  had 
fome  time  before  appeared  with  a  powerful  fleet,  to  make  a 
defcent  on  his  dominions  ;  Leucoui  perceiving  that  his  troops 
made  but  a  feeble  oppofition  to  the  enemj,  placed  a  body  of 
Scjthians  in  the  rear,  with  orders  to  attack  them,  if  thej  had 
the  cowardice  to  give  way  ^. 

A  faying  of  this  king  is  related,  which  I  cannot  repeat 
without  ihudderiog.  His  favourites,  by  falfe  accufations, 
had  driven  awav  feveral  of  his  friends,  and  obtained  poflef* 
fion  of  their  fortunes.  He  at  length  difcovered  their  vil- 
lanj,  and  one  of  them  having  laid  a  new  information  of  the 
fame  kind,*  "  Wretch,"  faid  he  to  him,  "  I  would  put  thee 
'*  to  death,  were  not  fuch  rafcals  as  thou  art  neceiTary  to 
"  dcfpots  »>." 

The  Tauric  Cherfonefus  produces  corn  in  abundance,  and 
the  earth,  barely  grazed  by  the  ploughihare,  yields  the  buf- 
bandman  an  increafe  of  thirty  for  one  ^  The  commerce  car- 
ried on  there  by  the  Greeks  was  fo  great,  that  the  king  was 
obliged  to  open  a  port  capable  of  containing  an  hundred  vef- 
fels  S  ^t  Theodofia  *,  another  city  of  the  Bofphorus.  The 
Athenian  merchants  reforted  in  crowds  either  to  thb  place»  or 
to  PanticapsBum.  They  were  fubjeâ  to  no  duties  either 
in  imports  or  exports  ;  in  gratitude  for  which  the  republic 
enrolled  this  prince  and  his  children  in  the  number  of  her  ci- 
tizens *  t- 

We  found  a  Lefbian  veûcl  almoS  ready  to  fail,  and  Cleo- 
medes  the  commander  agreed  to  take  us  on  board.  Whilft 
we- were  waiting  for  her  departure,  I  was  inceflantly  in  mo- 
tion, and  could  never  fatisfy  myfelf  with  viewing  the  citadel, 


f  Polysn.  Stntar.  lib.  6.  cap.  9. 

«  Id.  ibid. 

^  Athen.  tib.  6.  cap.  16.  p.  «57. 

Ï  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  311. 

^  Demofth.  in  L«ptiii.  p.  546.  Strab. 


lib.  7.  p.  309. 

•  Now  called  Ctffa. 

1  Demofth.  ibid.  p.  545. 

f  See  note  at  the  cod  of  the  5ro^ 
lume. 
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the  arfenal,  the  harbour,  the  veiTels,  their  rigging,  and  man* 
ner  of  working  ;  I  entered  ac  random  into  private  houfes, 
manafaâories,  and  the  moft  inconfiderable  (hops  ;  I  went  out 
of  the  town,  and  nay  eye»  were  fixed  on  orchards,  covered 
vriiti  fruity  and  fields  laden  with  rich  harvefls.  My  fenfa- 
tions  were  lively,  and  my  narratives  full  of  animation*  I 
could  not  complain  of  wanting  witneiTes  to  my  delight  ;  I 
fpoke  of  my  pleafure  and  admiration  to  every  perfon  I  faw  :. 
I  ran  to  Timagenes,  to  communicate  to  him  every  thing  that 
Itruck  me,  as  if  it  were  as  novel  to  him  as  to  myfelf  ;  I 
aiked  him  whether  the  lake  Maeotis  was  not  the  largeft  fea, 
and  Panticapseum  the  handfomed  city,  in  the  world. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  traveb,  and  efpecially  at  my  letting 
out,  I  experienced  fimilar  emotions,  as  often  as  nature  or  in* 
duftry  prefented  to  me  new  objeâs  ;  and  when  they  were  fnch 
as  to  elevate  the  foul,  my  admiration  could  be  relieved  only 
by  tears,  which  it  was  impoflible  to  withhold,  or  by  tranC» 
ports  of  joy  that  Timagenes  was  unable  to  moderate*  At 
length,  as  my  furprife  has  diminiihed,  the  delights  arifing 
from  that  fource  have  vani(hed  ;  and  I  have  found  with  pain» 
that  we  lofe  in  pleafurable  fenfation  what  we  gain  in  expe* 
rience* 

I  (ball  not  defcribe  the  feelings  with  which  I  was  agitated, 
when,  on  quitting  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  the  fea  called 
the  Euxine  gradually  expanded  itfelf  to  my  fight  *•  It  is  an 
immeofe  bafon,  almoft  every  where  furrounded  by  mountains 
more  or  lefs  diftant  from  the  fliore,  and  into  which  near  for* 
ty  rivers  pour  their  waters,  from  part  of  Afia  and  Europe  ™. 
Its  length  is  faid  ^  to  be  eleven  thoufand  and  one  hundred 
ftadia  f ,  its  greateft  breadth  three  thoufand  three  hundred  t* 
Its  borders  are  inhabited  by  various  nations,  who  differ  from 
each  other  ib  their  origin,  manners,  and  language  ^.     At  in«> 


*  See  the  map  of  the  Pontni  Euxl-  t      f  About  4x9}  leagoes. 
ui.  I      i  AboQt  I  %4^  leases. 

1°  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  998.  I      ^  Amta.  MarccU.  Ub.  9».  cap.  S» 


*  Hefodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  85. 
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tervals,  and  chiefly  on  the  fouthem  coafisi  we  meet  with 
Grecian  cities,  founded  hj  the  inhabitants  of  Miletus,  Me- 
gara,  and  Athens,  built  for  the  moil  part  in  fertile  fituadons, 
and  well  calculated  for  commerce.  To  the  eaft  is  Colchis* 
celebrated  for  the  Argonautic  expedition,  fo  embelliflied  hj 
Able,  and  which  rendered  the  Greeks  better  acquainted  with 
thefe  remote  countries. 

The  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Euzine  cover  it  with  flakes  of 
ice  in  feverc  winters  p,  mitigate  the  faltneCi  of  its  waters, 
and  convej  into  it  an  enormous  quantity  of  mud  and  vege- 
table fubftances,  which  attraâ  and^  fatten  the  fifli  \  Tun- 
ny, turbots,  and  almoft  every  fpecies,  refort  thither  to 
depofit  their  fpawn,  and  multiply  the  more,  as  this  |  fea 
nouriflies  no  voracious  or  deflruâive  fifli  ^  The  Euzine  is 
frequently  enveloped  in  dark  fogs,  and  agitated  by  violent 
tempefls  ^,  and  that  feafon  is  generally  made  choice  of  for  its 
navigation  when  ihip wrecks  are  lead  frequent  ^  It  is  not 
deep  ",  except  towards  the  eaftern  part,  where  Nature  has 
formed  gulfs,  the  bottom  of  which  no  founding  line  has  yet 
been  able  to  reach  '•       i 

Whilft  Cleomedes  was  informing  us  of  thefe  particulars, 
he  had  iketched  on  his  tablets  the  circuit  of  the  Euzine. 
When  he  had  finiflied,  You  have,  faid  I,  traced  out,  without 
perceiving  it,  the  figure  of  the  bow  that  we  make  ufe  of  in 
Scythia^^It  is  precifely  of  that  ihape  )^— But  I  fee  no  outlet 
to  this  fea.  It  communicates  with  the  others,  replied  he,  on- 
ly by  a  longer  and  narrower  channel  than  that  we  have  jaft 
left. 


9  Herodot.  «p.  Macrob.  lib.  7.  cap. 
I».  Mea.  «U  TAcad.  dei  Bell,  Lcttr. 
c  sail.  p.  64*. 

4  Ariû.  Hift.  Anim.  lib.  8.  cap.  19. 
t.  s.  p.  913.    Voyag.  de  Chard,  t.  i. 

''  Arift.  ibid»  lib.  6.  cap.  z;.  t.  i.  p. 
874.  Strab.  lib.  7  p.  340.  Plin.  lib. 
9.  cap.  15.  t.  i.  pb  507.    Amai.  Mar- 


cel?. Kb.  %%,  cap.  8.  p.  318. 

*  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  c.  xxxii.  p.  6j9 
Voy.  de  Chard,  t.  i.  p.  9s. 

c  Voyag.  de  Toumefwrt,  t.  ii.  1^.  16 

"  Strab.  lib.  i.  p.  50. 

'  Arid,  Meteor,  lib.  i.  cap.  13. 1. 1. 
P-  S4S-  «  J46. 

y  Strab.  lib.  a.  p.  tij.  DtoojC  Pe- 
ricg.  T.  1^7.    SchoL  ibid. 
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Inftjeod  of  fleering  dîroâlj  for  this  (Iraiti  Cleconedes,  fear« 
fui  of  quitting  the  coaft,  direâed  his  courfe  to  the  weftward, 
îaclining  afterwards  to  the  fout^.  As  we  failed  along  the 
jhore,  our  converfation  turned  on  the  nations  that  dwell  on 
it  ;  and  we  fometimes  faw  the  flocks  approach  the  fea,  which 
affords  them  a  drink  equally  agreeable  and  falutary  '•  We 
were  told,  that  in  winter,  when  the  fea  is  frozen  *,  the  fiiher« 
ineo  of  thefe  diftriâs  pitch  their  tents  on  its  fnrface,  and 
throw^  their  lines  through  holes  made  in  the  ice  ^.  At  a  dif*- 
tance  Mre  were  ihown  the  mouth  of  the  Borjfthenes  *,  that  o£ 
the  Ifterf,  and  other  rivers.  We  frequently  paiTed  the  night 
on  land,  and  fometimes  at  anchor  ^. 

One  dajy  Cleomedes  telling  us  that  be  had  formerly  read 
the  hiilory  of  the  expedition  of  the  younger  Cyrus  :  Greece 
then  is  attentive  to  our  misfortunes,  faid  Timagenes  ;  that 
circumftance  renders  them  at  leaft  lefs  bitter  for  thofe  whofe 
fate  it  is  to  have  furvived  them.  And  by  what  hand  is  the 
piâure  drawn  ?  It  is,  anfwered  Cleomedes,  by  one  of  the  ge« 
nerals  who  led  back  the  Greeks  into  their  country  ;  Xeno« 
phon  of  Athens.— Alas  !  replied  Timagenes,  this  Is  the  firft 
news  I  have  heard  of  him  fince  about  thirty- feven  years  that 
fate  has  feparated  me  from  him.  Ah  !  how  happy  ifaould  I 
have  been  once  more  to  have  feen  Um  after  fo  long  an  ab« 

fence  !  But  I  greatly  fear  that  death Take  courage,  (aid 

Cleomedes,  he  is  ftill  living— -Blefled  be  the  gods,  replied 
Timagenes  !  He  lives  !  He  will  receive  with  pleafure  the 
embraces  of  a  foldier  ;  of  a  friend,  whofe  life  he  more  than 
once  has  faved.  The  Athenians,  no  doubt,  have  loaded  him 
with  honours. — They  have  baniflied  him,  replied  Cleomedes, 
for  appearing  too  tnuch  attached  to  the  Lacedaemonians  ^  !—  , 
But  in  his  retirement,  at  leaA,  he  attraâs  the  attention  of  all 


'  Arriaa.PerlpL  ap.  Geograph.  Min. 
t.  i.  p.  8. 

*  Voy.  d€  Touraef.  t.  ii.  p.  130. 

t>  Arift.  Meteor,  lib.  x.  cap.  1%,  t.  i. 
P-  543- 

X 


•  N«w  the  Daieper. 

t  The  Danabe. 

^  Demofth.  in  Polyd.  p.  1087 

^  Diog.  Lftert.  ia  Xeaop.  Lb.  a.  {  5'* 
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Greece  ? — ^No  ;  every  eye  is  fixed  on  Epaminondas  oFThebes  ! 
Epaminondas  !    What  is  his  age  ?  What  is  the  name  of  his  Es- 
ther ? — ^He  is  about  fifty,  the  fon  of  Polyoinis,  and  brother  of 
Caphifias  ^. — It  is  he,  cried  Timagenes  with  emotion  ;  it  is  he 
himfelf.    I  have  known  him  from  his  childhood.   His  features 
are  ftiU  before  my  eyes  :  we  were  early  united  by  the  ties  4>f 
blood.  I  was  but  a  few  years  older  than  he  ;  he  was  educated  in 
the  love  of  poverty,  and  the  love  of  virtue.     Never  didjouth 
make  a  more  rapid  progrefs  in  every  exercife  of  body  and 
mind.     His  matters  were  unable  to  fatisfy  his  Infatiable  thirft 
for  knowledge.     I  well  remember  that  we  could  never  force 
bim  from  thé  company  of  a  gloomy  and  rigid  Pythagorean, 
named  Lyfis  ^.     Epaminondas  was  but  in  his  twelfth  or  thir« 
teenth  year  when  I  joined  the  army  of  Cyrus  ;  yet  the  pre- 
iages  of  a  great  charafler  were  frequently  to  be  obferved.     It 
was  not  difiSicult  to  forefee  the  afcendancy  he  would  one  day 
acquire  over  other  men  ^.    Pardon  my  importunity.    How 
hjis  he  fulfilled  thefe  brilliant  expeâations  ?— He  has  raifed 
his  nation,  by  his  exploits,  to  the  rank  of  the  firft  ftate  in 
Greece,   anfwered  Cleomedes. — O  Thebes  !    exclaimed  Ti- 
magenes ;    O  my  country  !  the  happy  abode  of  my  infan- 
cy !    Still  happier   Epaminondas  !         An  involuntary    op- 
prefllon  hindered  him  from  proceeding.     In  my  turn,  I  cried 
out,  Oh  !    how  worthy  is  that  man  of  being  beloved,  who 
has  fuch  fenfibility  !   and,  throwing  myfelf  on  his  neck,  My 
dear  Timagenes,  faid  I,  fince  you  i^tereil  yourfelf  fo  much 
in  the  fortune  of  the  fpot  where  you  accidentally  were  born, 
what  mud  be  your  fentiments  for  the  friends  whom  you  your- 
felf have  chofen  !    He  anfwered,  preffing  my  hand,  I  have 
often  told  you  of  that  unalterable  love  the  Greeks  always  re- 
tain for  their  country.     It  was  with  diiïïculty  you  could  con« 
ceive  it.    Judge  by  my  tears,  whether  it  be  profound  and  fin- 
cere.    And  he  aâually  (bed  tears. 

«  Plttt.  de  Gen.    Socr.  t.  it.  p.  576.  I       f  Ncp   ibid,  ci^  ft.     Plut.  ibid.  p. 
J 79.    Ncp.  In  JBpam,  cap.  x.  I  585.    iElian.  Var.  Htft.  lib.  3.  aip.>7» 

I      ^  l^cp.  in  Epaio.  ctp.  ^ 
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After  a  few  tnoments  filence,  he  inquired  hj  what  means 
t  revolution  fo  glorious  for  the  Thebans  had  been  effeâed* 
You  cannot  expeâ  from  me^  fail  Cleomedes,  a  clrcumftan* 
tial  detail  of  all  that  has  pafled  fince  your  departure.  I  (hall 
confine  myfelf  to  the  principal  events,  which  will  fuffice  to 
inform  you  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Greece. 

You  cannot  be  ignorant,  that,  by  the  taking  of  Athens  *, 
all  our  republics  fell»  in  fome  meafure,  under  fubjeflion  to 
the  Lacedemonians }  that  fome  were  compelled  to  folicir,  and 
others  to  accept  their  alliance.  The*fliining  qualities  and  il- 
luftrioas  exploits  of  Ageûlans,  king  of  Lacedamon,  feemed 
to  threaten  them  with  a  long  flavery*  This  great  roan  having 
been  called  into  Afia,  to  the  aid  of  the  lonians,  who,  fromf 
their  having  taken  part  with  the  younger  Cyrus,  had  reafon 
to  apprehend  the  utmoft  vengeance  of  ArtaxerXes,  feveral 
times  defeated  the  generals  of  that  prince  j  and  his  views  en« 
larging  with  his  fuccefles,  he  hadT already  conceived  the  pro- 
jeft  of  carrying  his  arms  into  Perfia,  and  attacking  the  great 
king  even  on  his  throne  ^. 

Aftaxerxes  diverted  the  dorm,  and,  by  fums  of  money 
diftriboted  in  feveral  of  the  Grecian  cities,  detached  theni 
from  the  Lacedsemonians  '.  Thebes,  Corinth,  Argos,  and  o* 
ther  ftates,  formed  a  powerful  league,  and  affembling  their 
combined  forces  in  the  fields  of  Coronea,  in  Bosotia  f ,  they 
foon  came  to  aâion  with  the  troops  of  Agefilaus,  compelled 
by  an  order  from  Laccdaemon  to  interrupt  the  courfe  of  hitf 
conquefts.  Xenophon,  who  fon'ght  near  the  perfon  of  this 
prince^  affirms  that  he  never  faw  a  more  bloody  battle  \  The 
Lacedaemonians  had  the  honour  of  the  victory  ;  and  the  The* 
bans  that  of  effeâing  their  tetreat  without  beidg  forced  to  à 
fliameful  flight  K 


•  The  ye»r  404  before  J.  C. 

h  Plut,  in  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  603.  Nep. 
in  Af^ef.  cap  4. 

i  Xenoph.  I  lift.  Oraec,  Kb.  4.  p.  513. 
Plut:  in  Agrf.  t.  i.  p.  604.  Id.  J-acon. 
A'pophth.  K.ii.  p  ail. 

Vol.  I. 


\  The  year  393  before  J.  C. 

k  Pint,  in  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  62 J.  Xe- 
noph. in  A^ef.  p.  659. 

1  Xeao(.h.  Hill.  Qtmt.  lib.  4.  p.  $  T9» 
Pittt.  ibid.    Diod.  Sic.  lib.  X4.  p.  3»4. 
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This  viâorjy  by  eftabliihing  the  power  of  Sparta,  give 
birth  to  new  difTenfions  and  new  confederacies.  Even  among 
the  viôors,  fome  were  weary  of  their  fuccefs»  others  of  the 
glory  of  Agefilaus.  The  latter,  headed  by  the  Spartan  An- 
tftlcidas,  propofed  to  king  Artaxerzes  to  give  peace  to  the 
Grecian  nations.  Their  deputies  aflembled  ;  and  Teribaziis». 
the  fatrap  of  Ionia,  declared  to  tlwrn  the  will  of  his  mafter, 
in  the  following  terms  *  : 

**  King  Artazerxes  thinks  it  juft,  id,  That  the  Greek,  ci^ 
*'  ties  of  Afia,  as  well  as  the  ifles  of  Clazomenae  and  Cypras^ 
".{hould  remain  united  to  his  empire;  2dly,  That  the  other 
**  Greek  cities  ihould  be  free,  except  the  ifles  of  Lemnos^ 
**  Imbros,  and  Scyros,  which  fliall  appertain  to  the  Atheni- 
'^  ans.  He  will  join  his  forces  to  thofe  of  the  ftates  which 
^  (hall  accept  thefe  conditions»  and  employ  them  againft  thole 
"  which  (hall  refufe  to  receive  them  ™." 

The  final  conclnfion  of  a  treaty,  which  entirely  changed 
the  political  fyftem  of  Greece»  was  intruded  to  the  Lacedœ- 
monians,  who  had  originally  conceived  the  idea,  and  regu- 
lated the  articles  ;  by  the  firft  of  which  they  again  brought 
under  the  yoke  of  the  Perfians  the  Afiatic  Greeks,  the  pre- 
fervatiott  of  whofe  liberty  had  occafioned  -the  lots  of  fo  much 
blood  for  near  a  century  ;  and,  by  the  fécond,  which  obliged 
the  Thebans  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  cities  of 
Bceotia,  they  enfeebled  perhaps  the  only  power  in  a  condi- 
tion to  oppofe  their  projeâs  °.  -Neither  the  Thebans  nor  Ar- 
gives,  theref(»re^  would  accede  to  the  treaty»  till  they  were 
conftrsrined  to  it  by,  force;  the  other  republics  received  it 
without  oppofition,  and  fome  even  with  joy. 

A  few  years  after  f ,  the  Spartan  Phœbidas  paffing  with  a 
body  of   troops   into  Bœotia,    encamped  in  the  vicinity  of 


•  The  year  387  before  J.  C. 

^  Xeoop.  Hift.  Grxc.  lib.  5*  p.  $5^ 
lib.  f>-  p-  ooa.  Ifocr.  de  Pac.  t.  î.  p. 
^69*  Pint.  Apophth.  LacoB.  t.  îûp. 22  j 


"  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  551.    Pli 
Agef.  t.  i.  p.  6«8.  Nep.  in  Pelop, 
t  The  year  38»  bef«rc  J.  C. 
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iTicbes  **.  The  city  was  divided  into  two  faélîotis,  each 
headed  bj  one  of  the  chief  magiftrates.  Leontiades,  the  leader 
of  the  party  devoted  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  perfuaded  Phœ- 
bidas  to  take  pofTeifion  of  the  citadel,  and  affifled  him  in  the 
entcrprife.  This  was  in  the  tinde  of  profound  peace,  and  at 
the  inftant  whfen  the  Thebans,  devoid  of  fear  or  fufpicion, 
were  celebrating  the  feftival  of  Ceres  p.  So  ftrange  an  adt 
of  pcrfidj  became  ft  ill  more  odious  from  the  cruelties  exer- 
cifcd  on  the  citizens  who  tverc  attached  td  the  true  intereft^ 
of  their  country.  Four  hundred,  of  thefe  fought  an  afylum 
with  the  Athenians.'  Ifmenias,  the  chief  of  that  party,  had, 
under  frivolous  pretexts,  been  loaded  with  chains,  and  put  to 
death. 

This  excited  a  general  clamour  throughout  Greece.  The 
Lacedaemonians  (huddered  with  indignation,  and  demanded  with 
fury  whether  Phœbidas  had  received  orders  to  perpetrate  fuch 
an  atrocious  aâioti  *^  •  Ageiiiaus  replied^  that  a  general  may 
be  allowed  to^  exceed  his  powers,  when  the  welfare  of  thé 
ftate  requires,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  Phœbidas  (hould 
be  judged  only  according  to  this  principle.  Leontiades,  who 
was  then  at  Lacedaemon,  appeafed  the  minds  of  the  citizens, 
by  exafperating  them  againft  the  Thebans.  It  was  determin- 
ed to  retain  pofieflion  of  the  citadel  of  Thebes,  and  that  I%œ- 
bidas  (hould  be  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  drachms  *'. 

Thus,  faid  Timagenes,  interrupting  Cleomedes,  Lacedae- 
mon  profited  by  the  crime,  and  punlQied  the  criminal  *.  But 
what  now  was  the  eondud  of  Agefilaus  ?  He  was  arcufed^ 
replied  Cleomedes,  of  being  the  fecret  author  of  the  enter-* 
prife,  and  of  the  decree  that  completed,  its  inîquîty  ^  YouL 
had  infpired  me  with  fome  efteem  for  this  prince,  faid  Ti- 


XcDoph.  Hift.  Grzc.  lib.  5. 


p.  556.     Pint,  in  Agcf.  t.  Î.  p.  608.  \^55^'     Pl»^  «n  Agef.  t.  I  p.  608! 
Hep.  in  Pelop.  cap.  1. 


»*  Xcooph.  ibid.  p.  557.   Plut,  in  Pt- 
UffU.  t.  i.  p.  %to. 


^  Xenoph.  HiuvGrisc.  lib.  5.  p.  55.;. 

-78.     Plut,  in  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  608.    ' 

PluL  in  Pelopid.  t.  i.  p.  aSo.    K«p. 


in  Pelopid.  cap.  i, 

»  Polyb.  Hift.  lib.  4.  p.  2^6, 
<  Plat,  in  Agef.  p.  6O9. 
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^  magenes  ;  but  after  fo  bfamdus  an  aâion-*— -Hold,  anfwered 
CleomedeSy  know  that  the  Tirtuous  Xenophon  has  never  ceaf* 
ed  Co  admire,  efteem,  and  love  Ageûlaus  °.  I  have  mjfelf 
made  feveral  campaigns  under  tliat  prince.  I  do  not  fpeak  of 
bis  military  talents.  Y«u  will  fee  his  trophies  ereâed  in  fe- 
veral of  the  provinces  of  Greece  and  Aiia  ^  :  bat  thus  much 
I  can  aflfure  you,  that  he  was  adored  by  the  foldiers  ^,  with 
whom  he  fhared  every  difficulty  and  danger  i  that,  in  his  A- 
fiatic  expedition,  he  aftonifhed  the  barbarians  by  the  fimpli- 
city  of  iiis  demeanour,  and  the  elevation  of  bis  fentiments  ; 
that  he  aftonilhed  us  at  all  times  by  new  proofs  of  didatereil- 
ednefs,  frugality,  moderation,  and  benignity  ;  that  without 
thinking  of  his  own  greatnefs,  without  fearing  left  another 
Ihould  forget  it,  he  was  of  eafy  accefs,  and  poiTcfled  an  en* 
g^g>9g  familiarity,  untainted  with  rancour  or  jealoufy  ^,  and 
*was  ever  ready  to  liften  to  our  complaints.  In  a  word,  his 
manners  were  as  auftere  as  thofe  of  the  moft  rigid  Sjf>artan  ; 
nor  was  the  mod  amiable  Athenian  ever  endowed  with  a 
more  cultivated  and  elegant  underftandiog  *•  I  Ihall  add  but 
one  ftroke  to  this  eulogium.  In  thofe  fplendid  conqaefts 
which  be  made  in  Afia,  it  waa  always  his  firft  care  to  render 
more  fupportable  the  hard  fate  of  the  priioners,  and  to  re- 
flore  liberty  to  the  flaves  \ 

Alas  !  what  avail  all  thefe  good  qualities,  replied  Timagenes^ 
if  he  has  tarniflbed  them  by  giving  his  fanâion  to  the  injuftice 
czercifed  againft  the  Thebans? — Yet  he  confidered  juftice, 
laid  Gleomedes,  as  the  firft  of  virtues  ^.  I  acknowledge  that 
he  did  fometimes  violate  it,  and  without  attempting  to  apolo* 
gi^e  for  fuch  violation,  (hall  obferve,  that  it  was  only  to  fa- 
vour his  friends,  and  never  to  diftrefs  his  enemies  *^«  He 
changed  his  conduâ  refpeâing  the  Thebans,  either  from  a 


u  XcDopb.  Hift.  Grsc.  lib.  5.  Id.  in. 
Agcf. 

'  Ifocr.  Archid.  t.  il.  p.  38. 
'  7  Xenoph.  in  Agef.  p.  667. 

z  Pint,  in  Agcf.  t.  i-  p.  599. 
.    ^  XcDopb.  in  Agef.  p.  6J9.   Plut. 


io  Agef.  p  596b 

i>  Xenoph.  ibid.p.  654. 

^  Plut.  Lacoa.    Apophth.    t.  ii.  p, 

d  Pint,  in  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  59a.    Id.  JU^ 
coo.  Apophth.  p.  Z09« 
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perfuaGon  that  all  means  were  lawfal  to  humble  a  power 
which  was  the  rival  of  Sparta,  or  that  he  thought  proper  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  revenge  his  perfonal  in«- 
juries.  He  had  brought  all  his  pafiions  under  fubjeâion  ex. 
cept  one,  which  mattered  him  ;  and,  fortified  by  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  others,  was  become  tyrannical,  unjuft,  and  inca* 
pable  of  pardoning  an  offence.  This  was  «n  inordinate  love 
of  glory,  a  fentiment  the  Thebans  had  more  than  once  wound*» 
cd  in  his  perfon  ^,  efpeciaily  by  difconcerting  his  projeâ  of 
dethroning  the  king  of  Perfia. 

The  decree  of  the  Lacedaemonians  was  the  stra  of  their  de* 
cline.  The  greater  part  of  the  allies  abandoned  them  ;  and 
three  or  four  years  after  *,  the  Thebans  ihook  of  an  odious 
yoke  '•  Some,  intrepid  citizens,  in  one  night,  in  a  ûngle  mo« 
xnent,  deftroyed  the  partizans  of  tyranny  $  and  their  firft  ef-» 
forts  being  feconded  by  the  people,  the  Spartans  evacuated 
the  citadel.  Young  Felopidas,  one  of  the  exiles,  was  among 
the  principal  leaders  of  this  confpiracy'.  Diftinguifiied  as 
he  ^vas  by  birth  and  wealth,  he  ihortly  became  confpicuoua 
by  aâions,  the  fplendour  of  which  refleâed  honour  on  his 
country. 

All  conciliatory  means  were  henceforward  impra&icable  to 
the  two  nations.  The  hatred  of  the  Thebans  was  extremely 
augmented  frool  having  received  a  fcvere  injury,  and  that  of 
the  Lacedaemonians  from  having  been  the  aggrefibrs.  Though 
the  latter  were  engaged  in  feveral  wars,  they  made  fome  ir« 
luptions  into  Bœotia.  Agefilaus  twice  conduced  thither^ 
thofe  foldiers  who  had  ever  been  accuftomed  to  conquer  un- 
der his  command.  That  general  being  wounded  in  an  inde-^ 
cifive  aâion  j  the  Spartan  Antalcidas,  pointing  to  the  blood 
dreaming  from  his  wound,  faid  to  him,  «•  Behold' the  fruit  of 


^  Xcnoph.  lib.  7.  p.  6ai.     Piut.  in 
Agcf.  p.  599. 
•  The  year  379  or  378  before  J,  C. 
f  Xenoph.  Hift.  Graec  lib.  5.  p.  566, 


S  Plat.  ID  Pelop.  p.  flSl.  Nep.  in 
Pclnp.  cap.  %. 

h  Xenoph.  Hift.  Î.  5.  p. '57a.  et  575, 
Otfdv/::!!.  Annal.  Xenoph.  ad  aan.  37^. 

Q^iij 


Digitized 


by  Google 


246  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

**  the  leiTons  you  have  given  the  Thebans  ^"  And  indeed 
the  latter,  after  at  firft  fufferin;;  their  fields  to  be  laid  wafle, 
tried  their  flrength  in  (kirn^inies,  which  foon  became  fréquent. 
Pelopidas  led  them  daily  againft  the  enemy  ;  and,  notwith* 
{landing  the  impetuofity  of  his  charaâer,  checked  them  In 
their  fuccefles,  encouraged  them  in  their  defeats,  and  gradu* 
ally  taught  them  to  brave  thofe  Spartans,  whofe  reputation 
they  formerly  had  dreaded  more  than  their  valour. 

As  for  himfelf,  inftruâed  by  hi^  own  errors  and  the  exam, 
pies  of  Agefilaus,  he  adopted  the  experience  of  the  ableft 
general  of  Greece,  and  in  a  fucceeding  campaign  gathered  the 
fruit  of  his  labours  and  refleâions. 

He  was  in  Bosotia  S  and  marching  towards  Thebes  *,  when 
he  fell  in  with  a  body  of  Lacedaemonians,  much  more  nume. 
rous  than  the  forces  he  had  under  his  command,  returning 
by  the  fame  road.  A  1  heban  horfeman,  who  had  advanced 
^fore  the  army,  and  difcovered  them  coming  out  of  a  defile, 
haftened  back  to  felopldas  :  '^  We  have  fallen  *'  exclaimed 
he,  "  into  the  hands  of  the  eneiDy." — "  And  why  fhould  yoa 
•*  not  fay  the  enemy  have  fallen  into  ours  ?"  replied  t^ie  general. 
Until  this  time,  no  nation  had  ventured  to  attack  the  Lacedœr 
monians  with  equal,  fiill  lefs  with  inferior  forces.  The  con« 
flia  was  bloody,  and  viâory  hung  long  in  fufpenfe.  The 
Lacedaemonians,  having  loft  their  two  generals,  and  the  flower 
of  iheir  warriors,  opened,  without  breaking  their  ranks,  tQ 
let  the  enemy  pafs  ;  but  Belopidas,  wiQiing  to  remain  mafter 
of  the  field  of  battle,  charged  them  a  fécond  time,  and  at 
length  enjoyed  tb^  pleafure;  of  completely  defeating  and  dif<* 
perfing  them. 

This  unexpeded  fuccefs  afionilhed  Laced^mon,  Athens, 
and  all  the  Grecian  republics,  who,  fatigued  with  the  mife- 
lies  of  war,  refolved  to  come  to  an  amicable  termination  of 

their  differences.      The  general  afiembly  was  convoked  at 

*'  '       gii.iii  II  ■  111  I  , 

i  Plut,  in  Pclpptd«  p.  aSj.  I      *  The  year  375  before  J.  p. 

^  Id.  ibid. 
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Hiacedaemon  '9  where  Epaminondas  appearedi  with  the  other 
deputies  of  Thebes.  - 

He  was  then  in  his  fortieth  year.  He  had  hitherto,  accord- 
ing to  the  advice  of  the  fages,  led  a  retired  and  concealed 
life  ^  ;  naj,  he  had  done  ftill  better,  by  enabling  htmfelf  to 
render  it  of  utility  to  others.  On  coming  out  of  his  minori« 
ty,  he  took  on  hioifelf  the  completion  of  his  education. 
iNTotwithftanding  the  mediocrity  of  his  fortune,  he  procured 
Lyfis  the  philofopher  to  live  with  him  ",  and  deeply  imbibed 
the  fubliqpe  ideas  of  virtue  taught  by  the  Pythagoreans  ;  and 
that  virtue  which  ihone  in  his  minuteft  aâions,  rendered  him 
inaoceffible  to  «very  fpecies  of  fear.  At  the  fe^ne  time  that 
lie  was  fortifying  his  health  by  running,  wreflling  %  and  ftill 
snore  by  temperance,  he  fiudied  mankind,  confulted  the  moft 
enlightened  fages  p,  and  meditated  on  the  refpeâive  duties  of 
the  general  and  magiflrate.  In  his  public  harangues,  he  did 
not  difdain  the  ornaments  of  art  ^  ;  but  the  eloquence  of  great 
fouls  was  always  their  predominant  embellifhment.  His  talents, 
which  have  placed  him  in  Ihe  foreraoil  rank  of  orators,  ihone 
forth  for  the  firft  time  at  the  conference  of  Lacedsemon,  the 
operations  of  which  were  guided  by  Agefilaus. 

The  rights  and  interefts  of  the  different  republics  were  there 
difcufled  by  their  refpefkive  deputies.  I  accidentally  obtained 
a  fight  of  the  harangues,  of  the  three  ambafTadors  from  Athens. 
The  firft  was  one  of  the  priafts  of  Ceres,  elated  with  his  birth, 
and  proud  of  the  encomiums  he  received  or  beflowed  upon 
himfelf  ^  He  enumerated  the  important  commiilions  the  A- 
thenians  had  intruded  to  his  family  ;  talked  of  the  benefits 
the  fiâtes  of  Feloponnefns  had  received  from  the  deities  whofe 
minifier  he  was,  and  concluded  by  obferving,  that  war  conld 


1  Xenoph.  lib.  6.  p.  590. 

^  Plut,  de  Occult.  Vivcnd.  t,  ii.  p. 
1 1 29. 

^  Plut,  de  Gen.  Sncr.  t.  ii.  p.  585. 
Je^iAn.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  1 7.  biod. 
Sic*  lib.  15.  p.  356.    U.  in  excerpt. 


Valef.  p.  £46.     Cicer.  de  Off.  lib.  I, 
cap.  44.  t.  iii.  p.  aa3. 

^  Nep.  ÎQ  £pam.  cap.  1. 

P  Id.  cap.  3. 

*î  Id.  cap.  5. 

'  Xeooph.  Hift.  lib.  6.  p.  59c. 
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not  begin  top  late  nor  terminate  too  Speedily.  CsUifiratus,  a 
•  celebrated  orator,  inilead  of  defending  the  general  intereft  of 
Greece,  had  the  indifcretîon  to  infinuate,  in  prefence  of  all 
the  allies,  that  the  partial  union  of  Athens  and  Lacedsemon 
would  fecure  to  ihofe  two  powers  the  fovereignty  both  of  the 
fea  and  land.  Autocles,  jthe  third  deputy,  boldly  expatiated 
on  the  repeated  injuftice  of  the  ^acedasmonians,  who  were 
perpetually  fummoning  the  nations  to  receive  liberty,  while 
they  in  reality  held  them  in  bondage,  under  the  idle  pretext 
of  being  guarantees  tb  the  treaty  of  Antalcidas. 

I  have  already  faid  that,  by  this  treaty,  all  the  Grecian 
cities  fhould  be  free  :  but  the  Lacedaernonians,  whilft  thejr 
kept  the  cities  of  Laconia  in  dependence,  haughtily  required 
that  thofc  of  Bœotia  fhould  no  longer  be  fubjeâ  tp  the  Tlie* 
bans  '  •  As  they  were  launching  out  intp  bitter  complaints 
agaioft  the  latter,  and  no  longer  expreffing  themfelves  with 
their  cuftomary  precifion,  Epaminondas,  wearied  with  their 
prolix  inventives,  faid  to  them  one  day  :  "  Ypu  will  at  leaft 
**  allow  that  we  have  made  you  lengthen  your  monofyllables  ^" 
IThe  difcourfe  he  then  pronounced,  made  fo  powerful  an  im« 
predion  on  the  deputies,  as  to  alarm  Agefilaus,  The  Theban 
forcibly  infifted  on  the  neceflity  of  a  treaty  founded  on  juftice 
and  on  reafon  :  "  And  does  it  appear  tfi  you  juft  and  reafonable^V 
faid  Agefilaus,  "  to  grant  independence  to  the  cities  of  Boeo- 
*•  tia?** — **  And  do  you,V  replied  Epaminondas,  "  think  if 
*'  reafonable  and  juft  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
"  thoie  of  Laconia  ?"— '•  explain  jrourfelf  roundly,'*  bid 
Agefilaus  inflamed  with  paflion  ;  *'  I  aik  you  whether  the 
"  cities  of  Bœotia  (hall  be  free  ?^'_«  And  I,*'  anfwered  Epa*. 
mioondas  fternly,  *'  demand  of  you,  whether  thofe  of  Laconia 
<<  ihall  be  fo  ?"-— Onthe£e  words,  Agefilaus  effaced  the  name  of 
the  Thebans  from  the  treaty,  and  the  aflemUy  Separated  ^. 


*  Piod.  SÎC.  lib.  15.  p.  366.  I  le,  Apophth.  t.  ».  p.  191. 

*  Plut  4e  6ux  Lwkf  u  ii.  p.  545.  |     "  Id.  in  Agef.  t.  i.  p  611. 
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Such,  it  is  pretended,  was  the  iflue  of  this  famous  coa- 
ference.  Some  indeed  relate  it  differentlj,  and  more  to  the 
advantage  of  Agefilaus  '.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  principal 
articles  of  the  decree  of  the  afTemhly  exprefled  that  the  troops 
fhoald  be  difbanded,  all  the  ftates  enjoj  their  liberties,  and 
that  each  of  the  confederate,  powers  fhould  be  permitted  to 
fuccour  the  opprefled  cities  y. 

There  was  yet  time  for  negotiation,  but  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, hurried  on  to  their  ruin  by  a  fpirit  of  infatuation  *, 
gave  orders  to  their  king  Cleombrotus»  who  commanded  the 
allied  army  in  Fhocis,  to  march  into  Bœotia.  This  army 
cooiiftcd  of  ten  thoufand  foot  foldiers,  and  one  thoufand  horfe*. 
The  Thebans  could  only  oppofe  to  thefe  forces  fix  thoufand 
infantry  ^^  and  a  fmall  body  of  cavalry  ;  but  £paminondas 
w;^  at  their  head,  and  had  under  him  Pelopidas. 

It  was  afTerted  that  finifter  omens  had  been  obferved  ;  he 
anfwered,  that  the  bed  of  prefages  was  to  defend  our  conn« 
try  <^«  Favourable  oracles  were  likewife  reported  ;  and  on 
thefe  be  appeared  to  rely  wiih  fuch  confidence  as  to  be  fufpeâ-  , 
edof  being  their  author  ^.  His  troops  had  deeply  imbibed 
his  own  fpirit.  The  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  picked  up  as  it 
were  by  chance,  had  neither  experience  nor  emulation  ^.  The 
allied  cities  had  confented  to  this  expedition  with  the  greateft 
reluâance,  and  it  was  with  regret  the  foldiers  began  their 
march.  The  king  of  Liccdaemon  was  no  ftranger  to  this  dif- 
couragement  ;  but  he  had  enemies,  and  rilked  every  thing 
rather  than  furnilh  their  hatred  with  new  pretexts  ^. 

The  two  armies  met  near  a  fmall  town  in  Bœotia  called 
Leuâra.  On  the  evening  before  the  battle,  whilA:  Epami- 
Dondas  was  making  his  difpofitioos,    and  anxious  about  an 


'  Xeoopb.  lib.  6.  p.  593. 

y  Id.  ihUi.    Dtod.  Sic.  lib.    15.  p. 

355- 
2  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  594. 
^  PittC.  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p.  ^83, 
I>Diod  ibid.  p.  36;. 


^  Id.  ibid. 

d  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  595.    Diod.'  ibid. 
Polyxn.  Sent.  lib.  %.  cap.  3.  {  8. 
^  Xenoph.  lib.  6.  p.  596. 
f  Cicer.  de  OflSc.  lib.  X.  cap,  a4-  t. 
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event  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  his  country,  be  learnt 
that  an  officer  of  dtftinaioii  had  juft  expired  quietlj  in  bis 
tent  2  «*  Ye  Gods  !'*  cried  he,  "  how  is  it  poffible  to  find 
time  to  die  in  fuch  a  fituation  '  !" 

The  next  day  *  was  fought  that  battle,  rendered  for  ever 
memorable  by  the  great  abilities  difplayed  Ity  the  Theban 
general.  Cleombrotus  was  polled  on  the  right  of  his  army 
with  the  Lacedsemonian  phalanx  \  protected  by  his  cavalry 
which  formed  the  front  line.  E^aminondas,  certain  of  the 
viûory  if  he  could  break  this  formidable  wing,  refolved  to 
refttfe  his  right  to  the  enemy,  and  to  attack  with  his  left.  He 
filed  off  thither  his  bed  troops,  drew  them  op  fifty  deep, 
and  placed  his  cavalry  likewîfe  in  the  front.  Cleom- 
brotus obferving  this,  changed  his  firft  difpofition  ;  but  in- 
i^ead  of  giving  his  wing  more  depth,  he  extended  it  to  out- 
flank Epaminondas.  During  this  movement,  the  Theban  ca- 
valry poured  on  that  of  the  Lacec|œmonians,  and  drove  them 
back  on  their  phalanx,  which  was, only  twelve  deep.  Pelo- 
pidas,  who  commanded  the  facred  battalion  f ,  took  it  in  flank, 
«nd  Epaminondas  fell  upon  it  with  all  the  weight  of  his 
column.  The  phalanx  fuflained  (he  fiiock  with  a  courage 
worthy  of  a  better  caufe,  and  a  happier  fuccefs.  Prodigies 
of  valour  could  not  fave  Cleombrotus.  The  warriors  around 
him  facrificed  their  lives  either  in  defence  of  his,  or  to  refcqe 
iiis  body,  which  the  Thebans  had  not  the  honour  to  carry  off 
the  field. 

After  his  death,  the  Peloponnefian  army  retired  to  their 
camp,  fituated  on  an  adjoii^ng  eminence.  Some  Lacedae- 
monians propofed  t!b  renew  the  battle  ^  ;  but  their  generals, 
terrified  at  the  lofs  that  Sparta  had  jufl  fuftained,  and  not 
knowing  how  to  confide  in  allies  who  were  more  pleafed  than 


s  P!ut.  de  San.  Tnend.  t.  ii-  p.  136* 
•  The  8th  of  July  of  the  Julian  pro- 

Icptic  year,  371  before  J.  C. 

h  Xenoph.  Hitt.  Grxc  lib.  6.  p.  59^. 

Diod.  lib.  I  J.  p.  370.     Plut,  in  Pclo- 

pid.   p.  289.     Arrian.  Taétic.  p.  32. 

Fola:d.  Trait,  dc  la  CoIoQ,  cap.  10.  in 


the  firft  Tolnme  of  the  Traoflatton  of 
Pftlybius,  p.  57. 

t  This  was  a  band  of  three  hundred 
young  Thebans,  renowned  for  their  v^. 
lour. 

i  Xenoph.  lib.  6.  p.  597. 
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affliâèd  at  her  humiliation^  fuffered  the  Thebans  peaceably  to 
raife  a  trophy  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  lofs  of  the  latter 
was  inconfiderable  ;  that  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  four 
thoufand  men,  among  whom  were  a  thoufand  Lacedaemo- 
nians. .  Of  fevcn  hundred  Spartans,  four  hundred  loft  their 
lives  *^. 

The  firft  intelligence  of  this  viâory  excited  in  Athens  only 
an  indecent  jealpufy  of  the  Thebans.  At  Sparta  it  awaken- 
ed thofe  extraordinary  fentiments  which  the  laws  of  Ly- 
curgus  imprint  in  every  heart.  The  people  were  attending 
at  folemn  games,  where  men  of  all  ages  difputed  the  prize 
of  wreftling,  and  other  gymnaftic  exercifes.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  meffenger,  the  magiftrates  forefaw  that  the  fate  of 
LacedsBmon  was  decided  ;  and,  without  interrupting  the  ex- 
hibition, fent  to  inform  each  family  of  the  lofs  they  had  fuf- 
tained,  exhorting  mothers  and  wives  to  fupport  their  grief  îa  * 
filence.  The  next  day,  the  relations  of  the  flain  were  feen, 
with  joy  painted  on  their  countenances,  thronging  to  the  tem« 
pies  and  the  forum,  to  thank  the  gods,  inà  mutually  to  con- 
gratulate each  other,  on  having  given  fuch  brave  citizens  to 
the  ftate.  The  others  dared  not  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
public  eye,  or  appeared  only  with  the  emblems  of  forrow  and 
of  mourning.  The  painful  fenlation  of  ihame,  and  the  love 
pf  their  country,  were  fo  prevalent  among  the  greater  num- 
ber, that  hufbânds  could  not  bear  to  be  looked  on  by  their 
wives,  and  mothers  trembled  for  the  return  of  their  fons  °^« 

The  Thebans  were  fo  elated  with  this  fuccefs,  that  the  phi- 
losopher Antifthenes  faid  :  '^  Methinks  1  fee  a  number  of 
*'  fcholars  proud  of  having  beaten  their  mafter  "  !''  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Lacedaemonians,  unwilling  to  confels  their  defeat* 
required  that  the  matter  in  difpute  ihould  be  referred  by  both 
nations  to  the  Acheans  ^. 


^  Id.  ibid.    Diod.  lib.  15.  p.  37X.         I  AgcfiK  t.  i.  p.  61^ 

'  ld.ibid.  p.  598.  I      °  P*"'  *"  ^y^'  ^'  '•  V*  59* 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  p.  597.    Flat,  in  ]      9  Pdyb.  Hift.  lib.  %,  p.  la;. 
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Two  years  after  ^^  Epaminondas  and  Pelopidas  were  named 
Bœotarchs,  or  chiefs  of  the  Bœottan  league  *•  The  concur- 
rence of  circumftancesy  mutual  efieeni»  friendfliip»  and  a  uni- 
formitj  of  views  and  fentiments»  formed  an  indifibluble 
union  between  thefe  two  great  men.  The  one  nodoubtedlj 
pofleflcd  more  virtues  and  talents,  but  the  other  almofl  raifed 
himfelf  to  a  level  with  him  hj  acknowledging  his  fuperiorltj. 
'With  this  faithful  companion  of  his  labours  and  his  glorji 
Epaminondas  entered  Peloponnefus»  fpreadiog  terror  and  defo« 
lation  through  the  ftates  in  alliance  with  Lacedsemon  S 
haflening  the  defeûion  of  others,  and  breaking  the  yoke  nn^ 
der  which  the  Mefleoians  had  groaned  for  centuries.  Seventy 
thoufand  men,  of  different  nations,  marched  under  his  orders 
with  an  equal  confidence  ^,  He  led  them  to  Lacedsemon,  rc- 
folved  to  attack  her  inhabitants  even  at  their  ytrj  doors,  and 
to  ereâ  a  trophy  in  the  middle  of  the  city.  ' 

Sparta  has  neither  walls  nor  citadel  ',  but  Agefilaus  took 
care  to  line  with  troops  feveral  rifing  grounds  within  its  pre^ 
cinâs,  and  placed  h;s  army  on  the  declivity  of  the  higheft  of 
thefe  eminences*  From  hence  was  it  that  he  difcovered  £lpa« 
jninondas  approaching  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  making 
his  difpofitions  to  pafs  the  Eurotas,  fwelled  by  the  melting  of 
the  fnow.  After  long  following  him  with  his  eyes,  he  only 
fuffered  thefe  words  to  efcape  him  :  *'  What  a  man  !  What  a 
"  prodigy  '  Î" 

Meanwhile  this  prince  was  agitated  by  the  moft  cruel 
anxiety.  Without,  was  a  formidable  army  ;  within,  a  fmall 
body  of  foldiers,  who  no  longer  believed  themfelvts  invinci- 
ble,  and  a  great  number  of  factious  citizens  who  took  every 
kind  of  licence.    To  thefe  were  added    the  murmurs  and 


^  DodwelL  Anoail.  Xennph.  p.  «79. 

•  The  year  369  before  J.  C, 

^  Xenoph.  lib.  6.  p.  60;.  JEMui, 
Var.  Hifi.  lib.  4.  cap.  S. 

'  Plut,  in  Pelop-  p.  296.  ;  in  Agcf. 
p.  613.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.Jj.   p.  37^. 


et  390. 

*  Xenoph.  ibid.  p.  608.  Id.  in  AgcT. 
p.  66a.  Lit.  lib.  34.  cap.  38.  et  lib. 
39.  cap.  37.  Nep.  in  Agef.  cap.  6, 
JiiAin.  lib.  .14  cap.  5. 

'  Plut,  in  Agei,  t.  v  r  ^I3« 
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complaints  of  the  iobabitants»  who  faw  their  pofleffiotis  ra« 
vagedy  and  their  lives  in  danger;  the  general  outcrj-,  which 
accufed  him  of  being  the  author  of  the  miferies  of  all  Greece; 
and  the  painful  recoUedion  of  a  reign,  once  fo  fplendid,  and 
diihonoured  towards  its  clofe  by  a  fpeâacle  no  lefs  novel  thao 
tremendous:  for,  during  feveral  centuries  paft,  the  enemj 
had  fcarcelj  ventured  on  a  few  hafty  incurfions,  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Laconia^*  ;  and  never  had  the  Spartan  women  be- 
held the  fmoke  of  their  camp. 

Notwitbftanding  thefe  juO  fubjefls  of  alarm,  AgeGlans  ex- 
hibited a  ferene  countenance,  and  defpifed  the  infults  of  his 
enemies,  who,  to  force  him  to  relinquifli  his  pofition,  alter* 
nately  ret)roached  him  with  cowardice,  and  laid  wjifte  the 
adjacent  country  in  his  fight.  Whilft  this'  was  tranbâing, 
about  two  hundred  confpirators  having  gained  poflefiion  of  aa 
advantageous  poll,  diiEcult  to  force,  it  was  propofed  to  him' 
to  march  a  body  of  troops  againft  them  ;  but  Agefilaùs  re- 
jeûed  this  advice,  and  prefenting  himfelf  to  the  rebels,  fol- 
lowed by  a  fingle  attendant,  '*  You  have  miftaken  my  or- 
'*  ders,''  faid  he  to  them  ;  *'  it  was  not  hither  you  (hould 
'*  have  repaired,  but  to  fuch  and  fuch  a  place  ;'*  pointing,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  thofe  in  which  it  was  his  intention  to  dif- 
perfe  them.  They  inftantly  obeyed,  and  proceeded  without 
heiitation  to  the  different  dation^  he  affigned.them  ^. 

Meanwhile,  £paminondas  defpaircd  of  drawing  the  Lace- 
daemonians into  the  plain.  The  winter  was  far  advanced* 
Already  the  inhabitants  of  Arcadia,  of  Argos,  and  of  Elea, 
had  abandoned  the  fiege.  The  Tbebans  were  fufiering  daily 
iofies,  and  began  to  want  provifions.  The  Athenians  and  o- 
ther  dates  were  making  levies  in  favour  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians. Thefe  reafons  induced  Epaminondas  to  retreat.  He 
fpread  devaftation  through  the   reft  of  Laconia;    and,  after 


"  Thucyd.  lib.  z.  cap  25.  1.  4.  cap. 
41  ;  lib.  5.  cap.  14.  Pint,  in  Perid.  p. 
270. 

'  Ifoc.  in  Archid'.  K.  ii.  p.  30.  Di- 
iMich.  adv.  Dcmofth.  ap.  Orac.  Grxc.. 


p.  99.  Diod.Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  377.  JE^ 
Han.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  13.  cap.  4%,  PIu^ 
ia  AfveC  p-  613. 

y  Plat,  in  Agef  p.  614. 
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avoiding  the  artnj  of  the  Athenians»  commanded  bj  IphU 
crates,  led  back  his  own,  without  interruption,  into  Bœo« 
tia  ^. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Boeotian  league  hold  their  office  onlj  for 
a  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  fliould  refign  the  com- 
mand to  their  fucceflbrs.     Epaminondas   and  Peiopidas  had 
xetained  their  authority  four  months  longer  than  the  term 
prefcribed  by  law  *.     For  this  th^  were  accufed,  and  judi- 
cially profecuted.     The  latter  defended  himfelf  without  dig- 
nity, and  had  recourfe  to  fupplications  ;    but  Epaminondas 
appeared  before  bis  judges  with  the  fame  tranquillity  as  at  the 
bead  of  his  army  ;    and  thus  addreffed  them  :    **  The  law 
^  condemns  me  ;  I  merit  death  ^.     I  only  demand  that  this 
"  infcription  be  engraven  on  my  tomb  ;    The  Thebans  have 
'*  put  Epaminondas  to  death,  beçaufe  at  Leuâra  he  forced 
**  them  to  attack  and  vanquiih  thofe  Lacedaemonians,  whom 
**  they  did  not  before  dare  to  look  in  the  face  ;   becaufe  his 
•*  viSory  faved  his  country,  and  reftored  liberty  to  Greece;  be- 
**  caufe,  under  his  command,  the  Thebans  befieged  Lacedae- 
**  mon,  which  deemed  herfelf  too  fortunate  to  efcape  from. 
<*  ruin;  and  becaufe  he  rebuilt  MefTena,    and  fnrrounded  it 
•*  with  ftiong  walls  *  !'*     AUprefent  applauded  this  fpeech  of 
epaminondas,  and  the  judges  did  not  dare  to  condemn  him. 

Envy,  which  receives  new  animation  from  the  failure  of 
its  projeâs,  believed  the  opportunity  to  humble  him  was  now 
arrived.  In  the  difiribution  of  public  offices,  the  conqueror 
of  Leuftra  was  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  cleanlincfs  of 
the  fireets,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  common  fewers  of  the 
city.  He  gave  dignity  to  this  employment,  and  (howcd,  as 
he  himfelf  bad  faid,  that  we  (hould  not  judge  of  men  by  their 
places,  but  of  places  by  thofe  who  fill  them  **. 


^  Xeooph'  lib',  6.  p.  6ia. 
^  Plut,  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p  490.    Ncp. 
in  Epam.  cap.  7. 

t>  Piut.  dc  Stti  Laudci  t.  il.  p.  540. 


^  Nep.  in  £pam.  cap.  8.    JElian.  lib. 
13.  cap.  40. 
<*  Plttt.^ePraecept.  Reip.  t.  H.  p.  81  tV 
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I>aring  the  fis  years  which  have  iince  elapfed,  we  have 
more  than  once  feen  Epam inondas  render  the  Theban  arms 
refpeâed  in  Peloponnefus,  and  Pelopidas  exhibit  them  trium- 
phant in  Theâalia  ^-  We  have  feen  the  latter  chofen  arbitra- 
tor between  two  brothers,  competitors  for  the  throne  of  Ma- 
cedon  ;  and»  after  having  terminated  their  differences,  and  re- 
ftored  peace  to  that  diflraâed  kingdom  ^,  pa(s  to  the  court  o£ 
Sufa^y  wherci,  preceded  by  his  fame,  he  received  the  mod 
diftinguiihed  honours,  entirely  *  difconcerted  the  meafures  of 
the  anibafladors  of  Athens  and  Lacedaemon,  who  were  Iblicit- 
iag  the  alliance  'of  the  king  of  Perfia,  and  obtained  for  his 
country  a  treaty  of  ftriâ  union  with  that  prince. 

He  laft  year  f  headed  an  expedition  againft  a  tyrant  of  Thef- 
ùàjf  named  Alexander,  and  fell  in  battle  while  purfuing  the 
enemy,  whom  he  had  reduced  to  a  (hameful  flight  \  Thebes 
and  the  allied  powers  wept  his  death  :  Thebes  has  left  one  of 
her  ableft  fupporters  ;  but  Epaminondas  ftill  lives.  He  pro- 
jeâs  to  give  the  fatal  blow  to  Lacedaemon.  AU  the  Grecian 
republics  are  dividing,  forming  leagues,  and  making  immenfe 
preparations.  It  is  faid  that  the  Athenians  will  join  the  La- 
cedaemonians ;  but  that  this  union  will  not  deter  Epaminon- 
das. The  next  fpring  will  decide  this  mighty  quarrel*—— 
Sach  was  the  recital  of  Cleomedes. 

After  feveral  days  favourable  navigation,  we  arrived  at  the 
Thracian  Bofphorus,  the  name  given  to  the  channel  of  which 
Cleomedes  had  fpoken.  Its  entrance  is  dangerous  ;  contrary 
winds  often  drive  veffels  on  the  neighbouring  coafts  ^,  where 
navigators  are  condemned  eiiher  to  death  or  ilavery  ;  for  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  zvc  real  barbarians,  iince  they  are 
cruel  ^. 


*  Xeooph.  Hiû.  Orac.  lib.  7.  p.  616.        f  The  year  364  l>cfore  J.  C. 
ct  614*     Plut,   in  Pelepid.   p.    291.         h  Pint,  io  Pclop.  p.  29^.    Nep.  i« 
Dodwell.  Aonal.  Xenoph.  p.  280.  383.    Pclop.  cap,  5.    DodwcU.  Anna).  Xe- 

f  Plat,  ibid.  noph.  p.  a86. 

S  Xeooph.  lib.  7.  p.  620.     Plut.  ib.  1      i  V07.  dc  Chard,  t.  i  p.  loo. 
p.  194*  I      ^  Xenoph.  Hift.  Gr«c.  Kb.  7.  p. 


•  The  ytar  367  before  J.  C.    J>od-  {  380  et  41a. 
well|  Annal. 
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On  entering  the  channel*,  the  crew  addreflcd  repeating^ 
thankfgîvîngs  to  Jnpîtcr,  furnamed  Urius,  "whofc  temples  wc 
had  feen  on  our  left  on  the  Aiiatic  coafl»  and  i^ho  had  pre- 
fer ved  us  from  the  danger  of  fo  tempeftuous  a  fea  ^  In  the 
mean  time,  I  obferved  to  Timagenes,  that  the  Euzine  fea 
receives,  as  it  is  faid,  near  forty  rivers,  fome  of  them  verj 
confiderable,  whidh  cannot  all  efcape  by  fo  inadequate  an 
outlet"*.  What  then,  faid  I,  becomes  of  that  prodigious 
quantity  of  water  which  falls  day  and  night  into  this  vaft  re- 
fcrvoir  ? — You  fee  part  of  it  flow  through  the  ftrait,  anfwer- 
ed  he.  The  remainder  is  ,raifed  in  vapour,  by  the  rays  o£ 
the  fun  ;  for  the  waters  of  this  fea  being  freflier,  and  confe- 
quently  lighter,  than  thofe  of  other  feas,  more  eafily  evapo- 
rate ".  And  how  can  we  be  certain  but  that  thofe  abyfles 
of  which  we  heard  Gleomedes  fpeak,  may  abforb  part  of  the 
waters  of  the  Euxine,  and  convey  them  to  diftant  feas  by 
fubterraneous  paflages  under  the  continent  ? 

The  Thracian  Bofphorus  divides  Europe  from  Afia.  Its 
length,  from  the  temple  of  Jupiter  to  the  city  of  Byzantium, 
where  it  terminates,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  ftadia  •  f  > 
Its  breadth  is  various  ;  at  the  entrance  it  is  four  ftadia  ^  |,  at 
the  other  extremity  fourteen  ||  ;  and  in  certain  places  its 
waters  form  large  bafons  and  deep  bays^. 

On  each  fide,  the  country  rifes  in  an  amphitheatre,  and  pre- 
fents  the  mod  agreeable  and  highly  diverfified  points  df  view } 
hills  clothed  with  wood,  and  fertile  valleys,  form,  at  inter- 
vals, a  ftriking  contrail  with  the  rocks,  which  fuddenly  change 
the  direâion  of  the  channel  ^ 


*  See  the  map  of  the  Thracian  Bof- 
phora^. 

I  ChiihnI].  Antiq.  Afiat.  p.  61. 
^  Voy,  de  Tourncfort,  t.  ii.  p.  123. 
'^  Arift.  Meteor,  lib.  1.  cap.  a.  t.  i. 

P-  55»- 

®  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  85.  Polyb. 
lib.  4>  p.  307  ct  3ri.  Arrian.  Peripl. 
p.  XI.  mp.  Geogr.  Min.  t.  i. 

f  4  leagues  X340  toifet  'a86l  yards). 

V  Herodot.  ibid.  Suab.  lib  Ji  p.  xaj. 


\  805  yardn. 

II  2825  yard».  The  andentt  difiér 
amongft  thcmfelvcs,  and  fiill  more  thm 
moderns,  refpeAinfr  thele  meafiires,  at 
well  as  refpeding  thofe  of  the  Euxine, 
the  PropontiSy  and  the  Hellefponr.  t 
have  generally  adhered  to  thofe  of  He- 
rodotus, as  the  bclk  known  at  the  time 
of  this  voyage. 

*»  Voy.  de  Tonrnef.  t.  ii.  p.  Xjôr 

*■  Id.  ibid.  p.  125. 
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t>n  the  higheft  of  thefe  ednlnences  are  difbovered  monu- 
lÀents  of  the  piety  of  the  people  ;  oa  the  ihore,  delightful 
boufes,  tranquil  harbou»,  cities  and  towns  enriched  by  corn* 
inerce,  and  ftreams  pouring  forth  th\s  tribute  of  their  waters. 
Thefe  profpeâs  are  animated»  in  certam  feafons,  by  number. 
lefs  boats  employed  in  the  fifhery,  and  veSels  under  fail  for 
the  Euf  ine,  or  returning  laden  with  its  produce. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  channel^  we  were  fhown  the 
place  where  Darius,  king  of  Per&a,  paffed  feven  hundred 
thoufand  men  he  was  leading  agamft  the  Scythians,  over  a 
bridge  of  boats.  The  (trait,  which  is  only  five  ftadia  in 
breadth  ,*,  is  there  narrowed  by  a  promontory,  on  which 
fiands  a  temple  of  Mercury  *.  At  this  fpot,  two  men  placed, 
the  one  in  Europe,  the  other  in  Afîa,  may  eafily  make  them- 
fèlves  heard  by  each  other  '.  Soon  after,  we  came  in  fight 
of  the  citadel  and  walls  of  Bjiantium,  and  entered  the  porf, 
after  leaving  on  the  left  the  Uttle  ciry  of  Chr^fopolis,  and  dif- 
eovering,  on  the  fame  fide,  that  of  Chalcedon. 


CHAP.     II. 

jPefcrtption  of  By%antiUtk, — Voyage  from  that  City  to  Lejlos. 
— The  Straits  of  the.  Helkjpont. — Greek  Cêîonies. 

SïZAKTïUM,  anciently  founded  by  the  Megareans  ",  and 
fncceffively  rebuilt  by  the  Milefians  %  and  other  nations  of 
Greece  ▼>,  is  fituated  on  a  pronlontory  nearly  of  a  triangular 
form.  'Never  was  there  a  happier  or  more  majelHc  fituatiou. 
The  eye,  while  glancing  over  the  horizon,  rcpofes  to  the  right, 
on  the  £ea  called  the  Propontis  ;  oppoâte,  and  beyond  a  nar- 


«  ibo8  t»rd8. 

»  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  31X.  Plin.  Ub.  4. 
cij».  44. 

'  Mem.  d«  l*Acad.  des  Bell.  JL«ttr. 
t.  xxxii,  p.  t^y 

VoL  I. 


"  Steph.  iQ  B«£«y.  Euftsth.  ÎQ  Dto* 
nyf.  V.  804. 

^  Yell.  Patcrc.  lib.  1.  cap.  X^. 

"f  Amoi  Marcell.  lib.  aa.  cap.  8.  p. 
308.  Judio.  lib.  9-  cap.  I. 
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row  cbanoel,  on  tho  cities  of  Ctialcedon  and  Gfarjfopcdi^  ; 
then  on  the  lirait  of  the  Bofphorus;  and  laftljr,  on  fertile 
eminences,  and  a  gulf  which  fierves  bj  way  of  barbour, 
arid  retreats  to  t^^  depth  of  fixtj  ftadia  *  within  the  land  *• 

On  the  point  of  the  promontorj  fianda  the  citadel.  The 
"wjMs  of  the  city  are  built  of  huge  fquare  ftoncs,  fo  jointed  as 
apparently  to  form  only  a  angle  block  ^  ;  they  are  much  loftier 
on  the  land  iide  than  towards  the  water,  being  naturally  de* 
fended  by  the  waves,  and  in  fomie  places  by  the  rocka  thej 
are  built  on»  which  projçâ  into  the  fea  ^. 

In  this  city,  befides  a  gymBafium  ^,  and  feveral  kinds  of 
public  edifices,  we  meet  with  all  the  conveniences  a  rich  and 
n^umerous  people  are  able  to  prepare  ^.  They  aHemble  in  a 
forum,  fpacious  enough  to  contain  a  fmall  army  ranged  in  or* 
der  of  battle  ^«  There  they  confirm  or  rejeâ  the  decrees  of  a 
fçoate  more  enlightened  than  them&lves  ^,  This  abfurdity 
has  flrnck  me  in  fevfral  of  the  Grecian  cities,  and  has  often 
made  me  recollect  the  fayipg  of  Anacharfis  to  Solon  :  *'  With 
**  you,  it  is  the  fages  who  difcufs,  and  the  ignorant  who  de- 
"  cide«." 

The  territcry  of  Byzantium  produces  an  abundance  of  grain 
and  fruits  **,  but  is  expofed  to  the  too  frequent  incurfions  of 
the  Thracians,  who  inhabit  the  adjoining  villages  '•  A  fur- 
prifing  quantity  of  fiih  is  caught  in  the  harbour  itfelf  S  in 
autumn,  when  they  defcend  from  the  Euxine  into  the  lower 
feas  i  and,  in  fpring,  ia  their  return  to  the  Poutus  '•     This 


*  6tnb.  lib.  7.  p.  jto. 

*  %i  leagnet. 

*  Di«d.  HilL  Rom.  lib.  74.  p.  1251. 
BeroditD.  lib.  3.  io  inU. 

b  Dio.  ibid.  Xcnoph.  Exped.  Cjr, 
Kb.  7.  p.  395 

^  AriiL  de  Cur.  Rei  Fam.  t.  ii,  p. 
50».  ' 

<i  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  tj.  p.  X90. 

^  Xenoph.  ibid.  Zwzim.  iib.  a.  p. 
687. 

f  Demoûb.  de  Cor.  p.  48  7. 

K  Plut,  in  Solos,  t.  i.  p.  81. . 


h  Polyb.  lib.  4*  p*  1'3-  Hcrodiaa. 
lib.  3.  in  ioit.  Tacit.  Annal,  lib.  II. 
cap.  63. 

i  Xenoph.  Ezped.  #jr.  p.  398. 
Polyb.  ibid. 

k  Stnib.  lib.  7.  p.  320.  Athes.  lib. 
3.  cap.  25.  p.  Z16.  Pec.  GUL  Pnaf. 
ad  Urb.  Dcfcrip. 

1  Arift.  Hid.  Anîm.  lib.  6.  cap.  17. 
t.  i.  p.  874  ;  lib.  8.  C9p.  19.  '  t.  i.  p. 
913.  Plin.  lib.  9.  cap.  15.  t.  i.  p,  507. 
Tacil.  Annal,  lib.  i».  cap.  63. 
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SJkerjf  fuid  the  curing  of  the  fifli^  produce  gre»t  fucns  to  the 
revenves  of  the  c\qr  %  which  U  crowded  likewiCe  with  mer* 
dumts,  and  iupport^d  hj  ao  »âiye  and  Aourifliing  commerce. 
Its  port,  Oieltered  on  ever j  flde  from  tempeftfl^  f ttcaâs  thither 
the  veflels  of  aU  the  Grecian  nations  ;  and  its  âtuatioa  at  the 
head  of  the  ftrait  enables  it  tp  Aop  or  fubjeâ  to  heayj  dutiea 
^  foreign  merchants  who  trade  tn  the  Euxine",  and  to  fa» 
imih  the  nations  who  4raw  from  it  their  fuhfltlence.  Heoce^' 
the  conftast  endeavours  of  the  Athenians  and  Lacodiemcniani 
to  engage  this  citj  in  their  interefts.  Bjzantiuni  was  now  ill 
alliance  with  the  former  ^. 

CkooMdes  had  taken  in  fait  provifions  at  F^antxoapsBUfn  p  ^ 
but  as  thole  of  Byxantiom  are  in  higher  edioiation  ^,  he  tbero 
completed  his  flock  ;  and»  after  finiihing  his  a^fairs,  we  left 
the  harbour,  and  entered  the  Propontis«  Tbe  breadth  of  this 
iea  '  is  laid  to  be  five  hnndred  ftadia  \  and  Us  length  foux«* 
teen  hnndred  f  •  On  its  ikores  fland  feveral  celebrated  cities, 
founded  ot  conquered  by  the  Greeks  ^  on  the  one  fide,  Salynv 
bria,  Perin^us»  and  Bjzanthus;  on  the  ether,  Afiacus  va 
Sithyniat  and  Cjiicus  in  Myfia. 

The  feas  we  had  vifited  prefented  on  their  coafts  feverat 
lettlements  formed  by  the  nations  of  Greece.  I  was  to  meet 
with  others  in  the  HeUefponti  and  doubtless  aUb  in  flill  more' 
diftant  feas;  What  were  tbe  motives  of  thefe  emigrations  ? 
Whither  were  they  direâed  ?  Have  the  colonies  prefervéd  any 
conneâions  with  the  mother  countries  ?  Cleomedes  laid  before 
me  feveral  map$^  and  Timageses  loft  no  time  in  anfarering  my 
queftions* 

Greece,  faid  he,  is  a  peninfnla  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the 
Ionian,  and  on  the  eaft  by  the  ^géan  fea.     It  comprifes  at 


'^  Arift.  di  Cur.  Rci  fan.  t.  S.  p. 

^  Demo(âi.  ta  Leptîii.  p.  549.  lb. 
in  Foljrcl  p.  X084.  Xenoph.  HiH. 
Graec.  lib.  4.  p.  542. 

^  Died.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  412, 


P  Demoftb.  in  Lter.  p.  953. 
^  ^thcD.  lib.  3.  p.  1x7  et  xao. 
^  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  96, 
*  Kear  19  leagues. 
t  Near  53  leaguei. 
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prefent  Peloponnefns»  Attica,  Phocis,  Bœotni,  Theflalj»  XJUCfi^- 
lia,  Acarnania,  part  of  Epirus,  and  fonoje  ether  fmall  pro<« 
vinces.  There,  among  other  floariihing  cities,  we  diftingaifli 
LacedaBcnon,  Corinth,  Athens,  and  Thebes. 

This  country  b  of  a  very  moderate  ettent  *,  generally  fte- 
lile,  and  almoft  every  where  mountaincos.  The  fayages,  who 
were  its  ancient  inhabitants,  aflembled  together  from  necef^ 
fity,  and  at  length  fpread  therafelves  over  different  diftrîâs* 
Let  us  take  a  cnrfory  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  poflcf- 
fions. 

To  the  weft,  we  occupy  the  neighbouring  iflands,  as  Tâ^ 
cynthus,  Cephalenia,  and  Corcyra  :  we  have  even  fome  fet« 
tlements  on  the  coafts  of  Illyria.  Further  on,  we  have  form^^ 
ed  numerous  and  powerful  ftates  on  the  coafts  of  the  fouthenf 
part  of  Italy,  and  in  almoft  all  Sicily.  Still  farther,  you  will 
find,  in  the  country  of  the  Gauls,  Marfeilles,  founded  by  the 
Phocians,  the  mother  of  feveral  colonies  eftabliihed  on  the  ad- 
jacent coafts  \  Marfeilles,  who  may  pride  herfelf  in  having  in^ 
ftituted  fage  laws,  conquered  the  Carthagmians  %  and  made 
the  fciences  and  arts  of  Greece  flourifli  in  a  barbarous  coua« 
try. 

In  AfHca,  the  opulent  chy  of  Gyrene,  the  capital  of  ^ 
kingdom  of  the  fame  name,  and  Naucratis  fituated  on  one  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Nile,  are  imder  our  dominion. 

Returning  towards  the  north,  you  will  find  us  itf  poflcf&oa 
6f  almoft  the  whole  iiland  of  Cyprus,  the  ifles  of  Rhodes  and 
Crete,  thofe  of  the  iEgean  fea,  great  part  of  the  coafts  of 
Afia  oppofite  to  thofe  iflands,  the  ifles  of  the  HeUefpont,  andP 
feveral  diftriûs  on  the  ftiores  of  the  Propontis  and-  the 
Euxine. 

As  a  natural  confequence  of  their  fituation,  the  Athenian 
colonies  direâed  their  courfe  towards  the  eaft,  as  thofe  of  Pe- 
loponnefus  did  towards  the  weft^  of  Greece  ^    The  inhabi- 


*  About  190e  fqoàre  leagues.  I      '  Id.  ibî4.  ctp.  ZA» 

Tbucyd.  lib.  X.  cap.  J5.  [ 
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ttnts  of  loaia  aad  fever^tl  iflands  of  the  ^gean  fea  are  of 
Atheoian  origin.  Many  cities  were  founded  by  the  Corin- 
thiens in  Siciljy  and  bj  the  Juiaced^eoionian?  in  Grsecia  Magna* 

The  excels  of  popolation  in  a  diftriA,  the  ambition  of  .the 
€]iiefs  ',  the  love  of  libestj  among  the  private  citizens»  con- 
tagious and  frequent  tualadies,  faUe  prediâions  of  the  ora- 
des,  and  raih  vows,  gave  rife  to  manj  of  thefe  emigrations  ; 
thofe  of  a  more  jecent  date  originated  in  commercial  and  po-> 
Utical  views.  All  thefe  motives  have  contributed  to  add  new 
countries  to  Greece,  and  introduced  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  fentiment  into  the  public  code  \    , 

The  ties  by  which  children  are  jbound  to  thofe  who  gave 
them  birthy  ftill  fubfilt  between  the  ^colonies  and  the  cities 
that  founded  them  ^.  Gonfidered  in  their  various  relations, 
they  aiTume  the  endearing  and  refpeâable  names  of  daughter, 
fider,  and  mother,  and  their  jeciprocal  alliances  arife  from 
thefe  rcfpcftive  titles  *, 

It  is  the  natural  duty  of  the  mother  country  to  proteâ  her 
colonies,  which,  on  their  fide,  think  themfelves  called  upon 
to  fly  to  her  fuccour  whenever  (he  is  attacked.  From  her  it 
is  that  they  frequently  receive  their  priefts^  their  magiûrates  % 
and  generals  ;  they  adopt  or  retain  her  laws  and  cuftoms,  and 
the  worihip  of  hejr  gods,  and  fend  annually  to  her  temples 
the  firft  fruits  of  their  harvefls.  Her  citizens,  when  among 
them,  receive  the  firft  portion  in  the  diftributioo  of  the  vic- 
tims, and  are  honoured  with  the  moil  diilinguiflied  places  at 
the  public  games  and  aflemblies  of  the  people  ^. 

Nor  do  fo  many  prerogatives  granted  to  the  motlier  city, 
render  her  authority  odious.  The  colonies  ajre  as  free  in  their 
dependence,  as  children  in  the  homage  they  pay  to  parents 
worthy  of  their  affeâion.     Such  at  lead  is   the  fpirit  which 


"  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  41. 

•*  fiousaioT-  Diflm.  fnr  lew  Metr.  ct 
let  Col.  p.  iS.  Spanh.  de  Prxft.  Nom. 
p.  580.  Stc.  Croix,  de  l'Etat  des  Co- 
iOBiet  dcf  anciens  Peuples,  p.  65. 


^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  754. 

*  Spanh.  ibid.  p.  575. 

*  Thocyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  56. 

b  Spanh.   de  Praeft.  Nam.  p.  5^01. 
BoDgaiDV.  ibid.  p.  36. 
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Ihoold  fltnimate  tbe  greater  part  of  the  cities  of  Greece»  an^ 
induce  them  to  confider  Athens,  Lacedaemon»  add  Corintb,  as 
the  mothers  or  fources  of  three  numerous  families  difperfed 
over  three  different  quarters  of  tho  world.  Bot  the  fame 
caufes  that  eztinguiih  the  fentiments  of  nature  among  indi« 
vidualSf  produce  daily  diiTenûons  in  thefe  families  of  cities  ; 
iuid  the  real  or  apparent  violation  of  their  mutual  duties  has 
but  too  often  furniflied  the  pretext,  or  motive,  of  thofe  wars 
which  have  oonvulfed  Greece  ^. 

The  laws  I  have  mentioned  are  obligator/  only  on  fuch 
colonies  as  have  emigrated  by  order,  "or  with  the  permiffion 
of  the  mother  country  ^  the  others  and  efpecially  thofe  in  a 
remote  fituation,  confine  themfelves  to  an  affcdionate  remem^ 
brance  of  the  places  whence  they  derived  their  origin.  Gr«- 
nerally  fpeaking,  the  former  are  no  more  than  ufeful  ornecef- 
lary  marts  for  the  commerce  of  the  mother  country  ;  and  the 
colonifts  efteem  themfelves  fufficiently  fortunate,  when  the 
native  inhabitants  whom  they  have  driven  back  into  the  coun- 
try, fufier  them  to  remain  quiet,  or  confent  to  barter  with 
them  for  their  merchandize.  Here,  for  example,  the  Greeks 
are  fettled  on  the  fea  coafts  :  beyond  them,  on  the  right,  thej 
poflcfs  the  fertile  plains  of  Tlirace,  and  on  the  left  the  con- 
fines of  the  vaft  empire  of  the  jPerfians,  inhabited  by  the  Bi- 
th^fiians  and  Afyfians.  The  pofiefBons  of  the  latter  exten4 
along  the  Hcllcfpont,  which  we  are  now  about  to  enter  *. 

This  was  the  third  ftrait  I  had  met  with  in  my  voyage 
from  Scythia.  It  is  four  hundred  ftadia  ^  f  in  length,  and  we 
foon  pafled  through  it.  The  wind  was  favourable  and  the 
current  rapid.  The  banks  of  this  river,  for  fo  we  may  call 
this  arm  of  the  fea,  are  ^interfeâed  by  rifing  grounds,  and 
covered  with  town»  and  villages.  On  one  fide  we  difcovered' 
the  city  of  Lampfacus,  whofe  territory  is  celebrated  for  its 


c  PUt  at  Le;,  lib.  é.  r.  H.  p.  754.      I   .  d  Hetodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  S^. 
f  Sec  map  of  the  HcQefpont.  |     f  15}  leaguet. 
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Vifieyards  «  ;  on  the  othc^  the  rtiouth  of  à  fmaîl  rîver  called 
JEgos-Potamos»  where  Ljfander  gained  the  celehratéd  viâory 
that  terminated  the  Peloponnefian  War.  Further  on,  are  the 
cities  of  Seftos  and  Abydos,  almoft  oppofite  to  each  other. 
NtSLT  the  former,  (lands  the  tower  of  Hero  ^.  At  thU  place, 
as  I  was  informed,  one  of  the  young  priedeiTes  of  Venus 
threw  herfelf  into  the  waves,  which  had  f wallowed  up  her 
lover  Leatider,  who  to  vifit  Kér  was  obliged  16  fwim  over  the 
channel  ^. 

Here  I  Was  told  that  the  (Irait  was  onlj  feven  (tadia  in 
breadth  \  Xerxes  croiTed  the  fea  at  thi-s  place  over  a  double 
bridge  of  boats,  at  the  head  of  the  moft  formidable  army 
that  had  evef  invaded  a  couiltrjr,  and  food  after  repaiTed  it  la 
a  filherman's  boat.  On  this  fide  is  the  tomb  of  Hecuba,  on 
the  other  that  of  Ajax  ;  here  the  harboUf  whence  the  fleet  of 
Agamemnon  fet  fail  fof  Afia,  and  (here  the  coails  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Priam. 

We  were  now  at  the  extremity  of  the  ftrait.  Full  of  Ho- 
mer, and  animated  by  all  his  poetic  pafCons,  Ï  eagerly  en- 
treated to  be  fee  on  (hore.  I  leaped  on  the  land,  and  beheld 
Vulcan  darting  whirlwinds  of  fire  en  the  foamiag  Waves  of 
the  Scamander  raging  againft  Achilles.  I  approached  the 
gates  of  the  city,  and  my  heart  Was  rent  with  the  tender 
parting  of  And-omadhe  and  Heâor.  I  faw  Paris  adjudge  the 
prize  of  beauty,  on  Mount  Ida,  to  the  mother  of  Love.  I 
beheld  Jttno  arrive  there  ;  the  eành  fmiled  at  her  prefence, 
and  flowers  fprang  up  beneath  her  (leps.  She  wore  the  girdfe 
of  Venus,  and  never  had  (he  a  jufter  claim  to  the  title  of 
^ueen  of  the  gods. 

So  pleaflng  an  illufion  was  but  of  (hort  duration,  and  I  was 
unable  to  difcover  the  places  imriiortalifed  by  the  poems  of 
Homer.  Not  a  veftige  of  tîïe  cîty  of  Troy  is  now  remain- 
ing ;  even  her  ruins  have   difappeared  ^     Earthquakes  and 


*  Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  589. 
f  Id.  ibid.  p.  591. 

t  Mela,  lib.  i.  cap.  19  ;  lib.  ft  cap.  a. 
yir^;.  Ocorg.  lib.  3.  v.  258  Ovid../lmor. 


lib.  3.  cleg.  16.  V.  31. 
li  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cip.  85. 
i  Lucan.  Pharlal.  lib.  9.  T.  96^, 
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mccttiDuUtioss  of  foil  have  changed  the  whole  face  of  th^ 
conntry  ^. 

I  returned  to  the  veffel,  and  my  heart  beat  with  J07  ou 
learning  that  we  were  near  the  end  of  our  voyage,  being  now 
in  the  /Bgean  fea,  and  that  the  next  daj  we  (hould  be  at  My«* 
tilene,  one  of  the  principal  cities  of  Leibos. 

Wf  left  the  ifles  of  (mbros»  Samothrace,  and  Thafos  Qft 
the  right  :  the  latter  of  thefe  is  famous  for  its  gold  mines  ', 
and  the  fécond  celebrated  for  its  facred  mjfleries*  Toward^ 
the  evening  we  perceived»  in  the  quarter  of  Lemnos  which 
we  had  difcovered  to  the  weftiyard»  volumes  of  flame  rifing 
i^p  at  intervals  into  the  s^r.  I  was  told  that  thefe  proceeded 
from  the  fummit  of  a  mountain  "^,  that  the  ifland  was  full  of 
fubterraneous  fires^  that  feveral  fprings  of  hot  water  were 
found  there  <>,  i^nd  that  the  ancieut  Greeks  did  not  attribute 
thefe  phenomena  to  natural  caufes.  Vulcan,  faid  thejj»  has 
fet  up  one  of  his  furnaces  in  Lemnos,  where  the  Cjclops  are 
emplojed  in  forging  the  thunderbolts  of  Jupiter,  The  peo- 
ple imagine  the  noife  that  fometimes  accompanies  the  erup^, 
tion  of  the  flames,  to  be  occafiqned  bj  the  llrokes  of  the 
hammer. 

About  the  middle  of  the  night  we  coafted  along  the  ifle  of 
Tf'nedos,  and  at  day-break  entered  the  channel  that  feparate!| 
Le(bos  from  the  neighbouring  continent  ^.  Soon  after  we  ar- 
rived oppofite  to  My  tilene,  and  law  a  proceiBon  in  the  coun- 
try flowly  advancing  towards  a  temple  which  we  difcovere4 
in  the  back  ground.  This  was  the  templp  of  Apollo,  whofe 
feftival  they  werjB  celebrating  p.  Sonorous  voices  made  the 
air  re-echo  ^vith  their  fongs.  The  day  was  ferene,  and  a  gen; 
t}e  ^ephyr  playing  it>  our  fails.  Pcligntpd  with  this  Icenj:,  I 
^id  not  obferve  that   we  werje  in   the  harbour.     Cleomedes^ 


k  Hcrodot.  lib  ».  cap  jo.  Strab. 
lib.  1  p.  58.  Wood,  Kffay  on  the  Grig. 
*c.  I'.  •.08. 

i  Hcrodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  46. 


"  Boch.  Georg.  Sacr.  lib.  i.  cap,  it. 

•  399- 
*'  Enû,  in  Iliad,  lib.  i.  p.  157. 
°  Voy.  de  Vouroef.  t.  1.  p.  3^^, 
P  Thucyd.  Ub.  3.  cap.  3. 
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foand  faU  friends  and  relations  on  the  OxorCf  who  received 
)iim  with  tranfports  of  joj.  With  them  were  afleoibled  4 
XDiiltiti;de  of  failors  and  workinen«  who  all  fixed  their  eje^ 
pn  me,  demanding  with  a  turbulent  curiofitj  who  I  was, 
whence  1  came,  and  whither  I  was  going.  We  took  up  our 
lodgings  with  Cleomed^s,  who  undertook  to  procure  us  a  con<* 
yejaoce  to  ^he  continent  of  Qreece. 


CHAP.     III. 
Defcription  af  Lejbos — Pittaçus — ji/c^us-^Sappho, 

^OTWlTpsTANDlNG  thc  impatience  of  Timagencs  to  revîGt 
his  native  country,  we  waited  near  a  moilth  for  the  departure* 
of  a  vefTel  to  cçinvej  us  to  Chalcis,  the  capital  of  Eubosa, 
This  interv^  I  employed  in  obtaining  information  refpefting 
every  intereftir^g  objedl  of  the  country. 

Lefbos  is  eftimated  to  be  eleven  hundred  ftadia  **  in  circum- 
ference *.  The  ifland,  efpecially  in  the  eaftern  and  weftern 
parts,  Is  interfeâed  by  chains  of  mountains  and  rifing  grounds  ; 
ibme  covered  with  vines,  others  wiih  beech,  cyprefs,  and  pine- 
irees  '.  Many  of  the  hills  abound  with  an  ordinary  and  little 
eQeemed  marble  ■.  The  intermediate  plains  produce  a  great 
quantity  of  corn  ^  In  feveral  places  we  meet  with  hot 
fprings  "^  agates,  and  different  kinds  of  precious  Clones  ^,  and 
almofl  every  where  with  the  myrtle,  olive,  and  fig-tree  ;  but 
the  principal  riches  of  the  inhabitants  confifl  in  their  wines, 
which  in  many  countries  are  preferred  to  thofe  of  Greece  >- 


'  Strab  lib.  I g.  p.  6(7. 

•  Above  41  leagues. 

**  Bencd.  Bondone  Ifolario,  lib.  a. 
p.  58.  Porcndïî  ïfolc  pfo  Famof.  lib. 
j^  p.  28.  Rich.  Pocock.  Defcriptioo 
of  thc  £afl,  t.  it.  part  it.  p   16. 

«  Plia.   ib.  36.  cap.  6.  f.  ii.  p.  731. 

c  Pocock.  Defcription  of  the  £«ft,  t. 


u  Id.  ibid. 

*  Plin.  lib.  37.  cap.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  7^5/. 
ct  791. 

y  Clearch.  ap.  Atben.  lib.  i.  cap.  %z^ 
p.  28.  Archcft.  ap.  cund.  lib.  i.  cap 
23.  p.  29.  Id.  lib.  3.  p.  92.  Plin.  lib. 
14,  cap.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  717.  ^li^Q.  Var. 
HifJt.  lib.  12.  cap.  31. 
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Nature  has  formed  bays  along  the  coaft,  atroudd  wfaîeh  cU 
ties  have  arifen  which  are  now  fortified  by  art,  and  tendered 
fionnlhiDg  by  commerce.  Sach  are  Mytilene,  Pynrfaa,  Me- 
thymna,  Arilba,  Ereflus,  and  Antifla  ',  whofe  irhote  hiftory- 
is  a  continued  feries  of  revolutions.  After  alternately  expe* 
xiencing  the  blelBngs  of  liberty»  and  the  wretchednefs  of  fer- 
^ilude,  they  (hook  off  the  Pcrfian  yoke  in  the  time  of  Xerxes, 
«&d  more  than  once  detached  themfelves  from  the  alliance  of 
the  Athenians  during  the  Peloponnefian  war  *^  though  they 
have  been  conftantly  compelled  to  return  to  it,  and  remain 
at  this  day  members  of  that  union.  One  of  thefe  defeâiona 
was  attended  with  confequences  as  fata),  as  the  caufe  from 
which  it  proceeded  was  trivial. 

One  of  the  chief  citizens  of  Mytilene,  falling  iu  his  at- 
tempt to  obtain  two  wealthy  heireffes  for  his  fons,  contrived 
to  fow  diffenfioo  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  accufed 
them  of  an  intention  to  join  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  was  fo 
iuccefsful  in  his  intrigues  as  to  induce  Athens  to  fend  a  fleet 
to  Lefbos  to  prevent  and  punifli  the  defeâion  ^.  In  vain  did 
all  the  adjoining  cities,  except  Methymna,  take  up  arms  in 
defence  of  their  ally.  They  were  foon  rtduced  by  the  Athe- 
nians, who  took  Mytilene,  razed  her  walls,  feixed  on  her 
ihips,  and  put  to  death  the  principal  inhabitants^  to  the  num* 
faer  of  one  thoufand  ^.  The  territory  of  Methymna  aloae 
was  fpared  ;  the  remainder  of  the  ifland  was  divided  into 
three  thoufand  portions,  three  hundred  of  which  were  confe- 
crated  to  the  worihip  of  the  gods,  and  the  others  drawn  for 
by  lot  by  the  Athenians,  who,  unable  themfelves  to  cultivate 
them,  farmed  them  out  to  the  ancient  proprietors,  at  two 
zninae  each  portion  ;  which  brought  in  an  annual  revenue  of 
ninety  talents  *  for  the  new  pofleffors. 


*  Hcrodot.  lib.  X.  cap.  I  jr.    Strab* 
lib.  13.  p.  618. 

*  ThijcyJ.  lib.  3.  cap.  *. 

*>  Arift.  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  4.  t.  ii. 


p.  390-      . 

^  Thoqrd.  lib.  3.  cap.  50.    Pbd. 
Sic.  lib.  14.  t.  ij.  p.  108. 

*  4^6,000  livres  (ao,ojo!.). 
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Since  that  fatal  period,  Mjtilene,  after  repairing  her  lolTes 
and  rebuilding  her  walls  ^,  has  attained  the  fame  degree  of 
fplendour  ihe  enjoyed  for  many  ages  ^.  The  extent  of  ground 
jhe  occupies,  the  bcautj  of  her  edifices,  the  number  and  opu« 
lence  of  her  inhabitants  ^  entitle  her  to  the  name  of  the  ca- 
pital of  Lefbos.  The  ancient  town,  built  in  a  fmall  ifland,  ia 
feparated  from  the  modern  city  by  an  arm  of  the  fea*.  The 
latter  extends  along  the  fliore,  in  a  plain  bounded  by  hills  co- 
vered with  vines  and  olive-trees  ■*,  beyond  which  is  a  very 
fertile  and  very  populous  country.  But,  however  fortunate 
the  pofltion  of  Mytilene  may  appear,  it  is  incommoded  by 
prevailing  winds,  which  fometimcs  render  It  almofl  infupport- 
able.  The  foutherly  winds  and  thofe  of  the  north- weft,  are 
the  caufe  of  various  diforders,  whilft  the  northern  gales,  which 
bring  their  cure,  are  fo  cold,  that  when  they  blow  it  is  diffi- 
cplt  to  remain  in  the  fireets  and  open  places  K  The  commerce 
of  Mytilene  attrafts  a  number  of  foreign  veflels  into  her  har« 
bours  ;  one  of  which  is  fituated  to  the  north,  the  other  ta 
the  fouthward  of  the  city.  The  former,  which  is  more  fpa- 
cious  and  deeper  tjian  the. latter,  is  iheltered  from  the  fury  of 
the  winds  and  waves  by  a  kind  of  mole  of  huge  rocks  *. 

Lefbos  is  the  abode  of  pleafure,  or  rather  of  the  moft  un- 
reftrained  licentioufnefs  '.  The  inhabitants  relax  their  prin- 
ciples of  morality  as  occafion  may  require,  and  adapt  them« 
felves  to  circumftances  with  as  much  facility  as  they  open  or 
Ihut  certain  leaden  rules  made  ufe  of  by  their  architeôs  ^  *. 
N^othing  in  all  my  travels  furprifed  me  more  than  fuch  a  dif* 
iblutenefs  of  manners,  and  the  change  it  effeâed  in  my  mind. 


d  Dîod.  lib.  17.  t.  ii.  p.  309. 

«  Piin.  lib.  5.  t.  i.  p.  288. 

f  Xeoopb.  Hift.  Grsc.  lib.  X.  p.  445. 
Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  616  et  617.  Ciccr.de 
hcg.  Agr.  orat  %.  cap.  x6.  c.  v.  p.  1x9. 

V  Diad.  lib.  13.  t.  ii.  p.  20X. 

b  Long.  Paftor.  lib.  X.  in  init.    Po- 
cocke,  t.  ii.  part  a.  p.  15. 
'    i  VitruT.Ub.  x.  cap.  6. 


^  Dlod.  lib.  13  t.  ii.  p.  aoo.  Strab. 
Kb.  13.  p.  617.    Pocockc,  t.  ii.  part  a- 

p.  15- 

1  Athen.  lib.  xa  p.  438.  Ludan. 
Dialog.  5.  p  289.  t.  iii. 

>°  Alia,  de  Mor.  lib.  5.  cap.  Z4.  t. 
ii.  p.  72.  • 

*  Thcfe  rules  fcnred  to  meafure  aU 
forts  f)i  plane  and  curve  futfacei* 
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I  had  imbibed  the  imprei&oos  of  infancj  without  ezamiav^ 
tion  i  and  my  reafpn,  formed  oa  the  authority  and  example 
of  that  of  others»  found  xtfelf  fuddenly  at  a  lofs  amoogft  m 
more  enlightened  people.  I  found  in  thid  new  world  a  free» 
do  m  of  ideas  and  fentiraents  which  at  firft  gave  me  pain*  But 
the  men  infeniibly  taught  roe  to  blufli  at  my  fobriety,  and  the 
women  at  my  rcfervc.  My  progrefs  in  politenefs  of  manners 
and  of  langua^^c  was  lefs  rapid*  I  was  like  a  tree  trasfplant- 
fd  from  a  foreft  into  a  garden,  whofe  branches  it  is  a  work  of 
time  to  bend  to  the  fancy  of  the  gardener. 

During  this  courfe  of  education,  I  paid  particular  attention 
to  the  celebrated  perfonages  whom  Lefbos  has  produced,  and 
at  the  head  of  the  mod  di(tingui(hed  names  fhall  place  tha( 
of  Pittacus,  ranked  by  Greece  among  the  number  of  her 
fages  "^ 

The  lapfc  of  more  than  two  centuries  ûnce  his  death  ha^ 
only  added  new  ludre  to  his  glory.  By  his  valour  and  his 
prudence  he  refcued  My tilene,  his  country,  fron^  the  tyrants 
who  had  enilaved  her,  the  war  (be  had  engaged  in  againd  the 
Athenians,  and  the  iateftine  divifions  to  which  flie  was  a 
prey  °,  When  the  fovereign  power  of  the  city  and  of  the 
whole  iiland  was  intruded  to  him*  his  only  view  in  accepting 
it,  was  to  redore  peace  to  his  country,  and  give  her  thofe 
laws  of  which  (he  dood  in  need  p.  One  of  thefe  merits  the 
attention  of  philofophere  ^  :  I  mean  the  law  that  infiiâs  4 
double  puniPiinient  on  crimes  committed  in  intoxication. 
Though  apparently  not  proportioned  to  the  offence,  it  waa 
neceflUry  to  dedroy  the  plea  of  ignorance  in  the  excèdes  to 
which  the  love  of  wine  hurried  the  Ledilans.  Having  finifli- 
ed  his  work   of  legidation,  Pittacus  refolved  to  dedicate  the 


"  Plat,  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  $.\^  ;  ct 
alii. 

®  Diod.  Exwrpt.  p.  r^/^.  in  cxcsrpt. 
Vater.  Sirah.  I.  It  p  600.  Plur.  de 
Malign.  Hcroil.  it.  ii.  p  858.  po- 
lyxn.     St>nt.  lib.  I.  cap.  515. 


P  Arift.  de  Rep  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  t.  ii, 
T-357'     Lacrt.  lib    1.  §  75- 

**  Arift.  :l>id.  lib.  2.  cap,  la.  t.  îî.  p. 
337.  Id.  dc  Mor.  lib.  3.  cap.  7.  t.  ii. 
p.  34.  Id.  Rhetor,  lib.  a.  cap.  15.  t^iî. 
p.  jSa.    Lacn.  ibid.  5  76.  t.  i. 
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femainder  of  his  life  to  the  fiudy  of  wifdom  ^^  and  abdicated 
without  oftentation  the  fovereign  power.  When  alked  hi$ 
reafon,  he  replied^  "  Î  was  terrified  at  feeing  Periander  of 
Corinth  become  the  tyrant,  after  he  had  been  the  father  of 
his  fubjeâs  *.     It  is  too  difficult  to  be  always  virtuous  *.'* 

Mnfic  and  poetry  have  made  fo  great  a  progrès  at  Leibos, 
that,  though  the  language  fpoken  there  be  not  fo  pure  as  at 
Athens  ",  the  Greeks  ftill  continue  to  fay  that  the  Mofes 
make  the  air  re*echo  with  their  lamentations  at  the  funerals 
of  the  Leibians  '.  This  ifland  pofiefles  a  fchool  of  mujSc, 
which,  if  we  credit  a  tradition  I  learned  at  Methymna,  dates 
its  origin  in  the  moil  remote  ages.  I  am  almoft  aihamed  to 
repeat  it.  Yet,  to  acquire  a  perfeâ  knowledge  of  thé  Greeks, 
it  is  not  improper  fometimes  to  confider  the  fixions  with  wbich 
their  aonab  are  embelli(hed  or  disfigured  :  for,  from  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  people,  we  learn  the  true  charaâer  of  their  paf- 
fions  ;  and  from  their  fables  that  of  their  genius. 

Orpheus,  whofe  fongs  wrought  fo  many  prodigies,  having 
been  torn  to  pieces  by  the  Bacchantes,  his  head  and  lyre  were 
thrown  into  the  Hebrus,  a  river  of  Thrace,  and  conveyed  by 
the  waves  of  the  fea  to  the  fhores  of  Methymna  ^.  In  it» 
paliâgCy  the  voice  of  Orpheus  fent  forth  enchanting  founds,  ac- 
companied by  the  lyre,  the  firings  of  v/hich  were  gently  agi- 
tated by  the  wind**.  The  Methymnians  buried  the  head  ii  a 
place  which  they  ihowed  me,  and  hung  up  the  lyre  in  the 
temple  of  Apollo.  As  a  recompence,  the  god  infptred  them 
with  a  taile  for  mûfic,  and  rendered  the  ifland  fertile  in  ge- 
nius  *.  Whilfl  the  prieft  of  Apollo  was  giving  me  this  de- 
tail, a  citizen  of  Methymna  obferved  that  the  Mufes  had  in- 
terred the  body  of  Orpheus  in  a  diftrift  of  Thrace  ^>  and  that 


t.  ii.  p.  a8i. 


'  Pht.   Hipp.    Maj. 
iMtTt.  ibid.  §  75. 

*  Zcnob.  cenr.  6.  prov.  38. 

<  Plat,  in  Procag.  t.  i.  p.  339 

K  Id.  ibid.  p.  34Z. 

^  Mem.  do  1* Acad, 
t.  Tif.  p.  338. 


Jii  Bell.  Leiu. 


y  0?id.  Metam.  lib.  a.  r.  SS*  Phy- 
Utgv  in  Georg.  Virg.  lib.  4.  51^. 
£«Ûat.  in  Dioayf.  ▼.536. 

2  JLaciaii.  Adv.  Uidoâ.  t.  iii.  p.  1 09. 

>  Hygin.  AflroxkPoet.  lib.  a^cap.;. 

b  lii.  ibid. 
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ia  the  neighbourhood  of  his  tomb  the  ibog  of  the  aigbtu^ale 
was  more  melodious  tbaa  io  any  other  couotrj  ^. 

Leibos  has  produced  a  f uccef&on  of  mco  of  geoHis,  who 
have  tranfmitted  to  each  other  the  honour  of  excelling  all  the 
other  muûcians  of  Greece  in  the  art  of  playing  on  the  cttba- 
ra  **•  The  names  of  Arion  of  Methjinna,  and  Terpandor  of 
Antiflli»  are  an  ornament  to  this  numerous  lift. 

The  former,  who  lived  about  three  h|uidred  years  finoe  ^, 
has  left  a  coUeâion  of  poems  ^  which  he  fang»  acconapanied 
by  his  lyre,  as  was  then  the  praâice  with  aU  the  poets-  Af- 
ter inventing,  or  at  leaft  improving  dixhyrambics  ^,  a  fpectes 
of  poetry  of  which  I  fliall  fpeak  further  hereafter,  he  adapt*» 
ed  them  to  circular  dances  \  a  cufiom  fiill  prévient  in  our 
days*  Periaoder,  tyrant  of  Corinth,  long  detained  him  in  that 
city,  which  he  left  to  go  into  Sicily,  where  he  gained  the 
prize  in  a  mufical  competition  *•  Embarking  next  for  Ta» 
rentuni,  in  a  Corinthian  veilel,  the  failors  determined  to  throw 
him  into  the  fea,  to  get  poflTeiHon  of  his  property  ;  but  after 
çndeavouring  in  vain  to  move  them  by  the  harmooj  of  his 
voice  and  lyre,  he  plunged  into  it  himfelf  ^.  A  dolphin,  of 
greater  fcnCblity  than  the  inexorable  mariners,  conveyed  him, 
it  is  (aid,  to  the  promontory  of  Tsenarus  ;  a  kind  of  prodigy, 
the  poflibility  of  which  they  endeavoured  to  prove  to  me  by 
reafons  and  examples.  The  faâ,  attefted  by  Arion  in  one  of 
his  hymns  ',  and  preferved  in  the  tradition  of  the  Lefbians, 
was  confirmed  to  me  at  Corinth,  where  it  was  added,  that 
Feriander  put  the  failors  to  death  "^.  I  myfelf  faw  at  Tœna- 
rus  °,  on  the  Helicon  ^,  and  at  other  places,  the  ftatue  of 
this  poet,  who  is  always  reprefented  on  a  dolphin.     We  may 


^  Paiifan.  lib.  9.  p.  769. 

4  Plut,  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  XT33. 

^  SoUn.  cap.  7. 

'  Suid.  in  a^/m. 

'  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  23.  Schol. 
Find  in  Oljmp.  13.  v.  25. 

h  Hcllan.  et  Diccar.  ap.  Schol,  Arif- 
toph.  in  av.  v.  I403. 

i  Solio.  cap.  7« 


1^  Herodot.  ibid.  cap.  24.  Oppiao. 
Halicut.  lib.  5.  v.  450.  PlLn.  lib.  9.  cap. 
8.  t.  i.  p.  5C3.  SoUb.  cap.  I  a. 

1  .AUian.  HilU  Anim.  lib,  xz.  cap. 

45. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  24. 

n  Id.  ibid.  Dioo.  ChryiL  orat.  37. 
pu  455.    QelL  lib.  16.  cap.  19. 

^  Pau&D.  lib.  9.  cap.  30,  p.  767. 
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addy  ih^t  dolphins  not  only  appear  (enable  to  xnufic  p,  capa« 
ble  of  gratitude,  and  friendly  to  man  ^  ;  but  that  they  have 
moK  than  once  repeated  the  affcfting  fcene  I  have  been  men« 
tipning  ^m  They  faved  from  ihipwreck  Taras,  the  founder 
of  Tarentum  ^  and  Âriftotle  *  made  ipe  remark,  one  day,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  tliat  city  b&d  preferred  the  memory  of  this 
faft  upon  their  coin  *« 

Terpander  '  lived  nearly  at  the  fame  tin)^  with  Arion.  He 
more  than  once  carried  off  the  prize  at  the  public  games  o£ 
Greece  "  ;  but  his  raal  viâories  were  his  difcoveries.  He  ad« 
ded  tiiree  firings  to  the  lyre,  which  till  his  time  -had  only 
four  *  ;  cogapofed  airs  for  various  inftruments,  which  were 
coq^dcred  as  models  ^  ;  invented  feveral  new  fpecies  of  poeti« 
cal  metre  *  ;  and  introduced  an  aûion,  and  confequently  an 
intereft,  into  the  hymns  written  for  the  prize  in  mufical  com- 
petitions ^.  Thanks  are  due  to  him  likewife  for  having  fiz« 
ed  bj  notes  the  meafare  proper  for  the  poetry  of  Homer  ^. 
The  Lacedaemonians  fiyle  him,  by  way  of  excellence,  the 
Leftian  foi»gfter  ^  ;  and  the  other  Greeks  hold  him  in  that 
hîgh  efieem  with  which  they  never  fail  to  honour  thofe  ta- 
lents which  contribute  to  their  ple^fures. 

About  fifty  years  after  Terpander,  Alcasns  and  Sappho, 
who  both  are  entitled  to  a  place  in  tlie  firft  clafs  of  lyric 
poets,  flourilhed  at  Mytilene.  Alcaeus*^  was  born  with  a 
leftleb  and  turbulent  difpofition,  and  feemed  at  firft  inclined  to 
adopt  the  profelEon  of  ^rms,  which  he  preferred  to  every  other 


PlUi.  lib. 


P  ArioQ.  ap.  JElUn,  ibid. 
9.  cap.  S.  t.  i  p.  50a. 

4  Arift.  HUt  Aoim.  lib.  9. 
t.  i.  p.  954.     JEXUn.  ibid.  lib. 

'  Wn.  iUd.    P4ufiu).  Ub. 

«3.  p.  «3». 

'  Arift.  ap.  Poll.  lib.  9.  cap. 

*  The  medab  of  Tarentum  have  io 
hA  the  figvre  of  a  man  feaced  on  a 
dolphin,  holdinsr  in  his  hands  a  Ijrre. 

^  Fabric  Bib!.  Orate,  t.  1.  p.  234. 
Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  BeU.  I«ctrr.  r.  x. 
pan. 


cap.  48. 
.  6.  cap. 

!•.  cap. 

.  6.  $  80. 


"  Plur.  de  Mttf.  t.  ii.  p.  1134. 
Athen.  lib.  I4.  cap.  4.  p.  635. 

<  Terp.  ap.  £ucl.  Introd.  Harmon* 
p.  19;  in  Autor.  Aotiq.  Muf.  e.  i. 
8tff«b.ltb.  X3.  p.  618. 

7  Plut.  ibid.    Mara.  Ozan.  epoch. 

35. 
*  Plut.  ibid.  p.  1x35. 
>  PolL  Ub.  4.  cap.  9.  {  66. 
b  Plut  ibid.  p.  1x34. 
^  Id.  de  Scr.  Nnm.  Vind.  t.  ii.  p. 

^  Fabric.  BIbK  Or«c.  t.  ii.  p.  5^3'    ^ 
^  Akin.  ap.  Athen.  lib,  t4-  p.  6î7- 
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purfuit.  His  houfe  was  filled  with  fwords,  helmets,  ffiieMSf 
and  cuirafTcs  ^  ;  but,  on  his  firll  eflay  in  the  field,  he  fiiame- 
fully  flrd,  and  the  Athenians,  afier  their  viélory,  branded 
him  with  difgrace,  by  fufpending  his  arms  in  the  temple  of 
Minerva  at  Sigseum  ^.  He  made  great  pretenfions  to  the  love 
of  liberty  ;  but  was  fufptâed  of  harbouring  a  fecret  wifli  for 
its  deftru6tion^.  Wi(h  his  brothers,  he  firft  joined  Pittacust 
to  expel  Melanchrus,  tyrant  of  Mytilene  **,  and  then  took  part 
with  the  malecontents  to  fubvert  the  government  of  Pittacus. 
This  violence  and  indecency  of  the  abufe  he  lavifhed  on  that 
prince  ^  evinced  nothing  but  his  jealoufy#  Baniihed  from  My- 
tilene, he  fome  time  after  returned  at  the  head  of  the  ^iles  ^« 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  rival,  who  took  the  nobleft  re- 
venge by  pardoning  him  *. 

Poetry,  love,  and  wine,  confoled  him  for  his  difgrace.  His 
early  writings  were  filled  with  inveftives  agaihft  tyranny  : 
he  now  fang  the  gods  "^,  and,  above  all,  the  deities  who  pre- 
fide  over  pleafures  ^  ;  he  fang  his  loves,  his  warlike  labours^ 
his  travels,  and  the  miferies  of  banifhment®*  His  genius 
required  to  be  Aimulated  by  intemperance  p  ;  and  it  was  in 
a  kind  of  intoxication  that  he  compofed  thofe  works  that 
have  acquired  him  the  admiration  of  pofterity  ^*  His  ftyle, 
uniformly  adapted  to  his  fubjeÛ,  has  no  other  defeds  but 
what  arife  froai  the  language  fpoken  at  Leibos.  He  unites 
harmony  with  vigour,  and  richnefs  with  precifion  and  per- 
fpicuicy.  He  foars  almod  to  the  height  of  Homer,  when  hé 
defrribes  battles,  or  would  make  a  tyrant  tremble  '• 

AlcdBus  had  conceived  a  paffion  for  Sappho,  and  lie  one 
day  wrote  to  her  :  "  I  wilh  to  explain  myfelf,  but  (kame  re- 


S  Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  617. 
b  I.aert.  Ub.  I.  $  74- 
i  Id.  ibid.  }  81.     Meoag.  Kot.  i 
Lacrt. 

K  A  rift,  dc  Rep,  lib.  3.  cap.  14. 

I  Laert.  ibid.  §  76. 

*  i-àbrk.  B:bl.  Urasc.  t.  i.  p.  563. 


°  Horat.  lib.  I.  od,  3». 

o  Alcftii  Carm.  Horat^lib.  u  od.  Xj. 

P  Athen.  lib.  10.  cap.  7.  p.  429. 

^  Dion.  Halicar.  de  Strud.  Ont.  t. 
v.p.  187. 

^  Id.  dc  Cenf.  Vet.  Script,  i.  ▼.  p. 
421.     <^incil,  lib.  le.  cap.  x.  p.  6jl. 
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firaîâs  me.'*  «•  Your  forehead  vrotità  not  ttoffi,"  anfwered 
flic,  •*  were  not  your  heart  culpable  ••" 

Sap^iho  was  accuftomed  to  fay  :  **  I  ani  aânated  by  the 
love  of  pleafures  and  6f  virtue  ^  Without  virtue  nothing 
i$  fo  dangerous  as  richest,  and  happinefs  confifls  in  thre  union 
<^  both  ''.  She  ufed  likewife  to  fay  :  **  This  petfon  is  dif. 
tinguiflied  by  his  figure,  that  by  his  virtues  ;  the  one  ap* 
pears  beautiful  at  a  firft  view,  the  other  not  Ie£s  fo  at  a  fe-« 
cond  *." 

I  Was  one  day  repeating  thefe,  and  many  fimilat  e^pre fiions; 
to  a  citizen  of  Mytilene,  and  added  :  "  The  figtire  of  Sappho 
is  feen  upon  your  coins  y,  and  you  profèfs  the  hfgheft  venera-' 
tion  for  her  memory  ^i  How  is  it  poffible  to  toociliate  the 
fentiments  flie  has  left  us  iitf  her  writings»  and  the  honourar 
you  publicly  decree  her,*  With  the  infamous  manners  with 
which  ibe  is  privately  reproached  ?'*  He  anfwered  me,  "  We 
are  not  fofficiently  acquainted  with  particulatrs  to  form  a  com- 
petent judgment  of  her  life  *•  Stridly  fpeaking,  no'  conclu- 
fion  can  be  drawn  in  her  favour  from  the  love  ibe  profeiTes 
for  virtue,  nor  from  the  honouifs  we  pay  ta  her  talents. 
When  I  read  fome  of  her  works,  I  dare  not  aequit  her;' 
but  ihe  had  merit  and  enemies;  and  I  dare  not  condemn 
her/» 

After  the  death  of  her  huflband,  (he  devoted  her  leifure 
hours  to  letters,  and  undertook  to  infpire  the  Leflyian  wo« 
men  with  a  tafte  for  literature  *.  Many  of  them  received  in- 
ftruâiotis  from  her,  and  foreign  woollen  increafed  the  num- 
ber of  her  dtfciples*  She  loyed  them  to  excefs,  becaufe  it- 
was  impoffible  for  her  to  '  love  etherwHe,  and  flie  expreiTed 


'  Arifté  Rhetor,  lib.  X.  cap.  9.  t.  ii. 

P-  531. 

'  Sapph.  ap.  Atheo.  lib.  15.  p.  687. 

^  Bad*  apod  Schol.  Pindar.  Oljinp. 
».  ▼.  96  ;  et  Pjrth.  5.  V.  I. 

""  Bad.  in  Fngm.  Chrift.  Wolf. 
P-  7». 

7  Poll.  Onom.  Ub.  9.  cap.  6.  ^  ^4. 


'  Arift.  Rhetor.  Ub.  %.  cap-  «3.  t.  ii. 
p.  576. 

■  It  muft  be  pbfcrved;  that  e^ery 
thing  relative  to  the  diflblUte  manner** 
of  Sappho,  is  to  be  k>and  only  in  att« 
thors  greatly  pofterior  to  the  time  îàl 
which  ibe  lived. 

'  Said  in  Sapph. 
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her  tendernefs  with  all  the  ▼iolence  of  ptffion.     Your  for^ 
prije  at  this  will  ceafc,  whea  70a  become  better  aoqoainted 
with  the  extreme  feofibilitj  of  the  Greeks»  and  difcoyer  that 
amongft  them  the  mod  tnnocent  conneâions  often  borrow*the 
impalTioned  language  of  love.     Read  the  dialogues  of  Flato^ 
70U  will  there  fee  in  what  terms  Socrates  fpeaks  of  the  beau- 
ty of  his  pupils  ^.    Tet  no  perfon  knew  better  than  Plato 
how  pure  the  intentions  of  his  mailer  were.    Nor  was  there 
lefs  purity  perhaps  in  thofe  of  Sappho.     But  a  certain  faci« 
lity  of  manners  (he  pofleflcd,  and  the  warmth  of  her  ezpref- 
fions»  were  but  too  well  calculated  to  expoie  her  to  the  ha* 
tred  of  fome  women  of  diftioâton,  hnmbled  by  her  fnperio« 
rity»  and  of  the  jealoi|fy  of  fome  of  her  difciplesi  who  hap.' 
pened  not  to  be  the  objeâs  of  her  preference.     To  this  ha« 
tred»  which  broke  forth  into  violence^  (he  replied  by  truths 
and  irony  ^»  which  completely  exafperated  her  enemies.  *  She 
then  complaxaed  of  their  perfectttions  ^,  and  this  was  a  new: 
crime.     Compelled  at  length  to  fly  *»  (he  repaired  to  Sicily 
in  fearch  of  an  afylum  %  where»  as  I  am  told»  it  is  intended  ' 
to  ereâ  a  ftatue  to  herf.     If  the  rumours  you  fpeak  of  are» 
as  I  believe  them  to  be»  without  foundation»  we  may  learn 
from  her  example»  that  great  indifcretiona  are  fufficient  to 
tamiJh  the  reputation  of  every  perfon  expo/ed  to  the  eye 
of  the  public  and  pofterity. 

The  feniibiltty  of  Sappho  was  extreme.—'*  She  was  then 
exceedingly  unhappy»"  (aid  I.  **  Undoubtedly  (he  was»'" 
replied  be.  **  She  loved  Phaon»  who  forfook  her  '•  After 
various  attempts  to  bting  him  back»  dcfpairing  henceforward 
of  happine&  either  with  him  or  without  him,  (he  took  die  leap 


b  PUt.  in  Phxdr.  Mtiim.  Tjr. 
diflert.  14*  §  9*  P-  ^97- 

^  Athea.  lib.  i.  p.  sx.  Sapph.  ap. 
Plot.  Coojug.  PrsBccpt.  e.  it.  p.  146  ; 
apud  Siob.  de  imprud.  ferm.  4.  p-  5a< 

d  Horat  lib.  1.  od.  13. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Mann.  Oxon.  epoch.  37. 

f  Cicer.  in  Verr.  lib.  4.  c»p.  57.  t. 


VÊ»  p.  401. 

t  This  flatne  waa  creâed  f«ne  yean 
after.  It  wm  ftvipcarcd  by  Sebnion, 
one  of  the  moft  cdebrated  aoilb  of 
hit  time.  Cicer.  ibid..  Taciaa.  âd 
Oraec  cap.  5».  p.  nj. 

S  Athen.  Ubu  13.  p.  596.  Plin.  lih. 
as.  cap.  8.  t.  M*  P*  «69.  Ovid.  Heroid^ 
ep.  15.  t.  L  p.  195, . 
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tf  ticiicata^  and  periihed  in  the  waves  K  Death  has  not  ef- 
faced the  ftain  imprinted  on  her  charaâer,  and  perhaps,  ad» 
ded  he,  concladiiig  his  difcourfe,  it  will  never  be  obliterated  \ 
fi>r  envy,  which  fafttfhs  on  illuftrious  names,  does  indeed  ex- 
pire, but  bequeathes  her  afperfions  to  that  calumny  which  ne- 
ver dies. 

Sappho  has  compofed  hymns,  odes,  elegies,  and  a  number 
of  other  pieces,  principally  in  a  kind  of  metre  of  which  flic 
was  herfelf  the  inventrefs  ■  :  all  of  thefe  abound  in  various 
novel  and  happy  elpreffions  with  which  (he  has  enriched  the 
language  ^* 

Several  of  the  Grecian  women  have  cultivated  poetry  with 
fuccefs,  but  none  have  hitherto  attained  to  the  excellence  of 
Sappho  S  and  among  the  other  poets  there  are  few  indeed 
who  have  furpa&d  her.  What  an  attention  doe%  fhe  difplay 
in  the  feIe£tion  of  her  words  and  fubjeâs  !  She  has  painted 
all  the'  moft  pleafing  objeâ^s  in  nature  "*•  She  has  painted 
them  in  the  moft  harmonizing  colours,  and  fo  ikilful  is  fhe 
in  their  diflribution,  as  always  to  produce  the  happieft  com- 
bination of  light  and  (hade  "•  Her  tafte  is  tranfcendent  even 
VEL  the  mechanifm  of  her  ftyle,  in  which,  by  an  addrefs  which 
gives  not  the  lead  idea  of  labour,  we  meet  with  no  difTonant 
clalfaings,  no  violent  (hocks  between  the  elements  of  language  ; 
and  the  moft'  delicate  ear  would  fcarcely  difcovec  in  a  whole 
poem,  a  few  founds  which  it  had  been  better  to  fupprefs  ^. 
So  perfeâ  is  the  ravifliing  harmony  of  her  ftyle,  that  in  the 
greateft  part  of  ber  produâions  her  verfes  flow  with  more 
grace  and  foftnefs  than  thofe  of  Anacreon  and  Simooides. 

But  with  what  force  of  genius  (he  hurries  us  along  when 
Ibe  defer ibes    the  criarms,  the  tranfporcs  and  intoxication  of 


^  Men.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  lO.  p  45  ». 

i  Fabr.  BibL  Grace,  t.  i.  p.  590. 
•ban.  Cbrifti^ph.  Wolf  Vic.  Sapph.  p. 
i.  et  18. 

k  Dcmet.  Phal.  de  Elocut.  §  167. 

I  Strab.  UU  f  3.  p.  617. 


^  Demetr.  Pbal.  de  Elocut.  §  rja. 
°  DioD.  H^lk.  de  Compof.  Verb.  \ 

a3.  p.  171. 

^  Id.  ibid,  p  x8o.  Demetr.  PbaL 
$  132.  PIuc.  de  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  u.  ^. 
397- 
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love  !  What  fcenery  !  what  warmth  of  coloarlng  !  Agitated^ 
like  the  Pjthia  by  the  îaCpirîng  god»  (he  throws  on  the  pa« 
per  her  words  that  barn  p»  Her  fentiments  fall  like  a  doad 
of  arrows,  or  a  fiery  ihower  about  to  confume  every  things 
She  aoitnates  and  perfonifies  all  the  fymptoms  of  this  pafEoo, 
to  excite  the  moft  powerful  emotions  in  our  fouls  ^. 

It  was  at  Mytilene  that  I  traced  out'  this  feeble  Ikètch  of 
the  talents  of  Sappho»  guided  by  the  judgment  of  feveral  per- 
lions of  information  and  abilities  v  it  was  in  the  filence  of  me- 
ditation, in  one  of  tho£B  -beautiful  nights  fo  common  in  Greece, . 
on  hearing,  under  my  windows,  a  melting  voice,  accompanied 
by  the  lyre,  fing  an  ode,  in  which  that  illuftrious  Lcfbian  a^ 
bandons  herfelf,  without  refervc,  to  the  impreilion  made  by 
beauty  on  her  too  fufceptible  heart..  Methought  I  law  he? 
languid,  trembling,  and  as  if  thunderftruck  ;  dq>rived  of  her 
«nderfianding  and  her  fenfes  ;  alternately  blulhing  and  turn- 
-  ing  pale;  yielding  to  the  diverfified  and  tumultuous  emo« 
tions  of  her  paflion,.  or  ratlier  of  all  the  jarring  paffions  of 
her  foul. 

Such  is  the  eloquence  of  fentiment  Never  does  it  pro« 
duce  defcriptions  fo  fublime  and  of  fo  aftonifhing  an  effeâ,  a& 
when  it  feleâs  and  blends  together  the  leading  circumftances 
of  an  intereiting  fituation  '  ;  thus  does  it  aâ  on  the  heart  in 
this  little  poem,,  of  which  I  fiiall  only  give  you  the  fiift 
ftanzas. 

Blcft  as  th*  immortal  gods  is  he, 
The  youth  who  fondly  fits  by  thee, 
And  hears  and  fees  thee  all  the  while 
Softly  fpeak  and  fwcctly  frolic. 

'Twas  this  deprivM  nay  foul  of  red, 
And  ratsM  fuch  tumults  in  my  breaft  ^ 
For  while  I  gazM,  in  tranfport  toft, 
My  breath  was  gone,  my  voice  was  loft  : 

P  Plur.  Amat.  t.  ii.  p.  763.    Horat.  |      ^  Lengin.  dc  Sabl.  $  xo. 
lib.  4.  od,  9.  Y.  ir,  I      '  Id.  ibid. 
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My  l>ofom  glowM  ;  the  fubtle  flame 
Ran  quick  tbrough  all  my  vital  frame  ; 
O'er  my  dim  eyes  a  darknefs  hung  ; 
•My  ears  with  hollow  murmurs  rung. 

\n  dewy  dan^ps  my  limbs  were  ehlUM  j 
My  blood  with  gentle  horrors  thrillM  ^ 
M^  feeble  pulfe  forgot  to  play  *, 
I  faiatedy  funk,  and  died  away  \ 


CHAP.    IV. 

Departure  from  Mytilene. — De/cription  of  Euiœa* — arrival 

at.HHfebes. 

X  HE  next  day  they  prefled  us  to  embark.  The  boat  was 
faflened  to  the  veflel  %  and  the  two  rudders  to  each  fide  of  the 
flern  ^  The  mad  was  ralfed,  the  yard  hoiked,  the  fails  pre- 
pared, and  every  thing  in  readinefs.  Twenty  rowers,  ten  on 
each  fide  ",  already  had  their  hands  upon  the  oars.  We  quit- 
ted Mytilene  with  regret.  At  kaving  the  harbour,  the  crew 
fang  hymns  in  honour  of  the  gods,  and  with  loud  cries  ad- 
drefied  them  in  vows  to  obtain  a  favourable  wind  '. 

When  we  had  doubled  Cape  Malea,  fituated  at  the  fouthem 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  we  fet  our  fails.  The  rowers  re- 
doubled their  exertions,  and  we  flew  over  the  furface  of  the 
water.  Our  vefTel,  aimed  entirely  built  of  fir  ^,  was  of  that 
kind  which  makes  feventj  thoufand  orgyiae  f  in  a  fummer's 
day,  and  fixty  thoufand  t  In  a  night  '.  Some  have  beca 
known  to  pafs  rapidly,  in  four  and  twenty   days,  from  the 


*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  Tolume* 

*  Demof.  in  Zeooth.  p.  929.  Achill. 
Tat.  de  Clitoph.  et  Leucipp.  Amor.  lib. 
3.  cap.  3.  p  440. 

c  Scheff.  de  Mîlit.  NaT.  lib.  a.  cap. 
5.  p.  146. 
"  PemofiÂ.  in  Lacritp.  949. 


^  Achill.  Tat.  lih.  «.  cap.  3».  p.  -aoo. 
y  Theoph.  Hift.  Plant,  hb.  5.  cap.  8. 

t  About  7,6  leagues  and  a  half. 
\  About  2%  leagues  three  quarters. 
^  Herodot.iib.  4.  cap.  86. 
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coldeft  regions  to  the  hotteft  climates,  failing  in  that  time 
from  the  Palus  Maeotîs  to  Ethiopia*. 

We  had  a  favourable  paflage,  without  any  remarkable  oc- 
currences. Our  tents  were  placed  dear  the  awning  of  the 
captain^,  who  was  named  Phanes.  Sometimes  I  liilcned  from 
complaifance  to  the  narrative  of  his  vojages^  at  others  I  took 
up  mj  Homer,  in  whom  I  difcovered  new  beauties.  For  it  is 
'  in  the  countries  which  were  the  theatre  of  the  events  he  haa 
immortalized,  that  we  bed  can  judge  of  the  accuracy  of  his 
defcriptions  and  the  truth  of  his  colouring^.  I  t«ok  the 
greatell  delight  in  comparing  his  pidures  with  the  real  fcene^ 
of  nature,  without  finding  the  noerit  of  the  copy  in  the  lead 
impaired  by  cemparifon  with  the  original. 

Meanwhile  we  began  to  difcover  the  fummit  of  a  moan- 
tain  called  Ocha,  which  overtops  every  other  in  £ubœa'« 
The  farther  we  advanced,  the  more  did  the  ifland  £»eiii  t^ 
lengthen  from  fouth  to  north.  Jt  extends,  faid  Fbanes,  the 
length  of  Attica,  Bœotia,  the  country  of  the  Locrians,  and 
part  of  Theffaly  ^  ;  but  its  breadth  is  not  proportioned  to  its 
length.  The  couiitry  is  fertile,  and  produces  /^  great  quan- 
tity'of  corn,  wine,  oil, -and  fruits  ^  It  poflefies  alfo  copper 
and  iron  mines  ^.  Our  artifts  are  very  ikilful  in  working 
thefe  metals  **,  and  ^ve  pride  ourfelves  on  having  been  the 
firft  to  difcover  the  ufc  of  the  foimer  K  In  feveral  places  we 
have  hot  fprings,  ufeful  in  the  cure  of  various  diforders  K 
But  thefe  advantages  are  compenfated  by  earthquakes,  which 
have  fomerimts  fwallowed  up  whole  cities,  and  opcafioned 
the  fea  to  overflow  large  traâs  of  our  coafls,  formerly  co- 
vered with  inhabitants  ^ 


-      »  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  3.  f.  167. 

b  Bcf'^ff.  de  Milit.  Nav.  lib.  s.  cap. 

^  Wood.  Eff^j  on  the  Origioal  Ge- 
nial of  Homer. 

d  btrab.  lib.  10.  p.  445.  Euftath.  id 
^Uad.  2.  p.  ftSo. 

^  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  444* 

f  Heror^ot.  lib.  5.  cap.  3 1. 

S  Strab.  ibid.  p.  447* 


b  Stcph.  in  A^ir^. 

i  Id.  ID  XuX»,  Ettftath.  in  Iliad,  a. 
p.  ftSo 

(^  Sceph.  ibid.  Str«b.  ibid.  Arift. 
Meteor,  l.b.  a.  cap.  $.  c  i.  p-  567. 
Plin  lib  4.  cap.  i».  t.  i.  p.  azi. 

1  Arift.  Meteor,  lib.  %,  cap.  S.  t.  i. 
p.  567.  Fhucyd.lib.  3  cap.  89.  Ôtfak 
lib.  10.  p,  447- 
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The  fitnatioQ  of  the  ifland,  iu  excellent  harbours,  opulent 
cities,  (Irong  fortreffes  ^^  and  rich  harvefts  which  often  fur- 
ailh  Athens  with  provifions,  give  reafon  to  prefnme  that,  if 
it  fell  into  the  hand»  of  a  fovereign  prince,  it  would  eaiily 
bold  in  chains  the  peighbouring  nations  \  ,  Our  divifions,  by 
fecuring  them  from  this  danger,  have  often  infpired  them 
with  the  defire,  and  fomiihed  them  the  means  of  reducing  us 
to  fubjeâion  ^  j  but  their  jealoufj  has  reftored  to  us  our  li* 
bertj  P.  LeCi  the  fubjeâs  than  allies  of  the  Athenians,  we 
.are  permitted,  in  coofideration  of  a  tribute  %  to  enjoj  our 
laws  in  peace,  and  the  advantages  of  a  democratical  govern- 
ment* We  may  convoke  generad  aflemblies  at  Chalcis,  and 
in  thefe  the  claims  and  interefts  of  our  cities  are  difcuifed  ^. 

'  We  )iad  on  board  fome  inhabitants  of  Eubœa,  whom  cAnv- 
mercial  views  had  led  to  My tilene,  and  who  were  now  re- 
turning to  their  country.  One  of  them  was  of  Oreus,  an- 
other of  Caryftus,  and  the  third  of  Eretria.  If  the  wind 
permits  us,  faid  the  firft  to  me^  to  enter  hy  the  north  into  the 
channel  between  the  ifland  and  the  continent,  we  may  fiop  at 
the  firft  town  you  find  on  the  left  *,  which  is  Oreus,  almoft 
entirely  peopled  by  Athenians.  You  will  there  fee  a  very 
firong  place  both  from  its  pofition  and  the  fortifications  that 
defend  it  ^»  You  will  view  a  territory,  of  which  the  vine- 
yards were  already  celebrated  in  the  dajs  of  Homer  "• — If 
you  enter  the  channel  by  the  oppofite  fide,  faid  the  fécond,  I 
ihall  invite  you  to  go  on  ihore  at  the  harbour  of  Caryftus^ 
which  we  (hall  find  on  the  right.  Your  eye  will  be  delight- 
-cd  with  the  view  of  0  country  abounding  in  pafture-grounds 
and  flocks  '•     I  will  conduit  you  to  the  quarries  of  Mount 


™  Plut.  Id  Phoc.  t.  Î.  p.  747. 

'^  Dcmoflh.  de  Cor.  p.  48  ^  Ulpiam 
io  Orat.  ad  Ariftocr.  p.  769.  Poljb. 
lib.  17.  p.  751. 

o  Demofth.  de  Cor.  1  huqrd.  lib.  X. 
cap.  114.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  cap.  7. 
p.  41  r. 

P  Demofth.  ibid.  p.  4S9.    Id-  >o  An* 


drot.  p.  7 to.    .ffifchin.  in  Ctef.  p.  441. 

^  TEfchin.  in  Ctef.  p.  442  ec  443. 

'  Id.  ibid. 

•  Liv.  lib.  28.  cap.  5,  , 

^  Diod.  Sic.  lib-  15.  p.  349.     Lit. 
lib.  3  r.  cap.  46. 

u  Iliad,  lib.  %.  v.  537. 

X  £Qftatli.  in  Iliad,  lib.  a.  p.  aSo. 
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Ocha.  The  marble  dug  from  them  is  of  a  fea-greeo,  with 
veins  of  difFerent  colours,  and  is  extremely  proper  for  co- 
lumns ^.  You  will  fee  likewife  a  kind  of  ftone  capable  of 
being  fpun,  and  of  which  a  kind  of  cloth  is  made,  that  fo 
far  from  being  confnmed  bj  fire,  is  only  cleanfed  by  it  from 
all  its  ftains  '• 

Come  with  me  to  Eretria,  &id  the  third.  I  will  (how  you 
piAures  and  ftatues  without  number  *  ;  you  {hall  fee  a  monu- 
ment ft  ill  more  venerable,  the  foundations  of  our  ancient 
walls,  deftroyed  by  the  Perfians  whom  we  had  the  courage  to 
refift  \  A  pillar»  ereâed  in  one  of  our  temples,  will  prove 
to  you  that,  at  a  feftival  annually  celebrated  in  honour  of 
Diana  ^,  we  formerly  brought  out  three  thou&nd  foot  foldiers, 
fix  hundred  horfe,  and  fixty  chariots^.  He  then  expatiated 
with  fo  much  warmth  on  thé  former  power  of  that  city,  and 
the  rank  flill  held  by  it  in  Greece,  that  Phanes  could  not  re- 
frain from  entering  on  the  eulogium  of  Chalcis,  and  a  warm 
difpute  quickly  ehfued,  refpeâing  the  pre-eminence  of  thefe 
two  cities. 

Afioniflied  at  the  violence  with  which  they  contended,  I 
faid  to  Timagenes  :  Do  thefe  people  confound  their  pofieifions 
with  their  perfonal  qualities  i  Have  you  elfewhere  many  ex- 
amples of  fuch  rivalibip  ? — It  fubfifts,  anfwered  he,  between 
the  moft  powerful  nations,  as  well  as  the  mofî  incoofiderable 
hamlets.  It  is  founded  on  nature,  which,  to  fet  every  thing 
on  earth  in  motion,  has  judged  proper  to  implant  two  pro- 
penfities  in  our  hearts,  the  fource  of  all  our  enjoyments,  and 
of  all  our  fufTerings  :  the  one  is  the  love  of  thofe  pleafures 
that  tend  to  the  cbnfervation  of  our  fpecies  ;  the  other,  the 
love  of  fuperiorit^,  which  generates  ambition  and  injuftice, 
emulation  and  indullry,  without  which  men  would  neither 


y  Strab.  lib*.  9.  p.  437-  ^à,  lib.  to. 
p.  446.  DioD.  Chx7foft.  orat«  8a  p. 
664. 

2  Strab.  lib.  lo.  p.  446. 

*  Liv,  lib.  32.  cap.  ï6« 


b  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  lOX.    Sunb, 
ibid.  p.  448. 

*  LiY,  1U>.  35.  cap,  38, 
^  Su-ab.  ibid. 
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tiave  hewn  the  colafnn&  of  Carjftus,  painted  the  piâures 
of  Eretria,  nor  perhaps  even  planted  the  vineyards  of  Oreus* 
At  this  moment,  the  Chalcidean  faid  to  his  adverfarj: 
RecoIIeâ  that  joa  are  ridiculed  on  the  ftage  of  Athens,  where 
they  laugh  at  that  barbarous  pronunciation  you  have  brought 
from  Elis^ — And  have  you  forgotten,  faid  the  Eretrian,  that 
on  the  fame  ftage  they  take  rather  more  mortifying  liberties 
nvîth  the  avarice  and  depraved  manners  of  the  Chalcideans  ^  ? 
: — But  you  will  allow,  faid  the  former,  that  Chalcis  is -one  of 
the  moft  ancient  cities  of  Greece  ;  Homer  mentions  it.— He 
fpeaks  of  Eretria  ^  in  the  fame  pafTage,  replied  the  other. —  . 
We  pride  ourfelves  on  the  colonies  we  formerly  fent  into 
Thrace,  Italy,  and  Sicily — And  we  on  thofe  we  eftabliflied 
near  Mount  Athos  ^. — Our  anceftors  for  fome  time  groaned 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  rich,  and  afterwards  under  that  of 
a  tyrant  named  Phoxus  ;  but  they  had  the  courage  to  fhake 
off  the  yoke  and  eftabli(h  a  democracy  ^ — Our  fathers,  in  like 
manner,  fubftituted  a  popular  fbrm  of  government  for  the 
arifiocracy  ^. — ^You  (hould  not  boaft  of  that  change,  faid  the 
Caryftian  ^  never  wer&  your  cities  fo  flourifhiiig  as  under  the 
adminiflration  of  a  fmall  number  of  citizens  ;  for  it  was  at 
that  period  that  you  (cut  forth  thofe  numerous  colonies  you 
have  juft  mentioned— They  are  both  the  more  to  blame,  faid 
the  inhabitant  of  Oreus,  as  the  Chalcideans  at  this  very  daj 
arc  cowardly  enough  to  fubmit  to  the  tyranny  of  Mnefarchus» 
and  the  Eretrians  to  that  of  Themifoo  '• — It  is  not  that  they 
want  courage,  replied  Timagenes  ;  both  nations  are  brave, 
and  they  have  always  been  fo.  Upon  one  occafion,  before 
they  proceeded  to  blows,  tljey  regulated  the  conditions  of  the 
combat,  agreeing  to»4ight  hand  to  hand,  without  making  ufe 


«  Id.  lib.  10.  p.  448.  Hefycb.  in 
fftr^    Euftath.  in  Iliad.  lib.  1.  p.  179. 

f  (lefycb.  et  Suid.  in  XttXi^,  £u* 
(btb.  in  niad.  lib.  %.  p.  279. 

«  Iliad,  lib.  2.  y.  5^8. 


h  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  447.     Eoftath. 
ibid. 

i  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  4.  t  ii. 

P-  391- 

1^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  395* 
1  ^chin.  in  Ctef.  p.  441» 
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jof  thole  weapons  which  deftroy  9t  a  diftance.  This  tttru, 
ordioarj  conveDtioa  is  engraven  on  a  fione  that  I  once  £aw  in 
the  temple  of  Diana,  at  Eretria  "*  The  confeqaence  muft 
have  been  a  great  effafion  of  blood  j  but  it  was  an  elBcacions 
method  of  terminating  the  war* 

Among  the  advantages  on  which  you  plome  joarfelves, 
faid  I  in  my  tarn,  there  is  one  you  have  pafled  over  in  filence. 
Has  Eubœa  produced  no  pbilofopher,  no  celebrated  poe(> 
How  happens  it  that  you  have  n^ t  imbibed  a  tafte  for  letters 
by  your  conneâions  with  the  Athenians  ^  ?  They  (lofbd,  mo» 
tionlefs.  The  captain  gave  his  orders  to  the  crew/  W2 
doubled  the  fouthern  cape  of  the  ifland,  and  entered  a  ftrait, 
the  iUores  of  which  were  bordered  on  each  fide  with  towns  of 
different  fizes,  and,  paffing  near  the  walls  of  Caryftus  ai^  - 
£retria,  we  arrived  at  Chalcis, 

This  city  is  fituated  on  a  fpot,  where,  by  means  of  two 
promontories  that  >projeâ  on  both  fides,  the  coafts  of  the 
iiland  almoft  touch  tholie  of  Boeotia  ®.  Thi^  fmall  intervalf 
which  is  called  Euripus,  is  in  part  filled  up  by  a  dike  that 
Timagenes  remembered  to  have  feen  cdnfiru&ed  in  his  youth. 
On  each  end  of  it  is  a  tower  for  its  defence,  and  a  draw- 
bridge to  let  vcfiels  pafs  p.  Here  we  may  more  diftindly  ob- 
ferve  a  phenomenon,  the  caufe  of  which  has  never  yet  been 
diCcovered.  Several  times  in  the  fame  day,  and  during  the 
night,  the  waters  of  the  fea  flow  alternately  to  the  north  and 
fouth,  employing  the  fame  time  to  rife  and  to  decreafe.  On  ' 
certain  days  the  ebb  and  flow  feem  fubjeâed  to  regular  laws» 
like  thofe  of  the  main  ocean*  But  in  an  inftant  it  departs 
from  every  rule  ^,  and  the  current  is  feep  to  change  its  direcv 
tion  every  moment  '•     . 


.      ^  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  44^-  \  ^  I^«>^-  Sic  lîb.  13.  p.  173. 

^  Dicxarch.  Stat  Grac.  ap.  Ocogr.  I  **  Pl«t.  in  Phxd.  t.  i.  p.  90. 

Min.  t.  ii.  p.  fto.  I  \  ^^J*i-  ^  ^o.  t.  ».  p,  16a. 

^  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  445.  I 
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Cbalois  is  6tuated  on  tbe  declivity  of  a  hill  of  the  fame 
c^tne  *;  Notwichftanding  the  confiderable  extent  of  this  citj, 
Ihej  are  dill  propoiii^  to  enlarge  it  ^  Loftj  tree««  which 
grow  io  the  public  places  and  gardens  ",  proteâ  the  inbabi* 
tants  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  a  copious  fpring^  called 
tht  Fouotaia  of  Arethufa,  afFords  them  an  ample  fupplj  of 
ivater  '•  Tbe  city  is  embélliifaed  by  a  theatre,  gymnafia,  por« 
ticos,  temples,  ftatues,  and  paintings  ^.  The  excellence  of 
its  fituatioii,  its  copper  works  ^t  and  the  fertility  of  the  neigh* 
bonring  country,  watered  by  tbe  river  Lei  ant  us,  and  covered 
with  olive-trees,  invite  to  the  harbour  the  veffels  of  commer- 
cial nations  ^»  The.  inhabitants  are  ignorant  and  curious  to 
ezGefs  :  they  czercife  hofpitality  towards  ftrangers,  and» 
though  jealous  of  liberty,  ea&ly  bend  their  necks  to  fervid 
tudp  ^. 

.  We  flept  at  Chalcis,  and  the  next  morning,  at  day-break, 
arrived  at  Aulis,  a  fmall  town  on  the  oppoiite  cpaft,  near 
which  there  is  a  large  bay,  where  the  fleet  of  Agamemnon 
was  fo  long  detained  by  contrary  winds  ^» 

From  Aulis  we  pafled  by  Salganeus,  and  proceeded  to  An* 
thedon,  by  a  pretty  eafy  road,  lying  partly  along  the  fta 
Ihore,  and  partly  over  an  eminence  covered  with  wood,  on 
which  rife  a  number  of  fprings  ^.  Anthedon  is  a  fmall  town, 
with  a  public  place  ihaded  by  handfome  trees  and  furrounded 
by  porticos.  The  principal  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is 
the  fiflvery.  A  few  cultivate  a  light  foil,  which  produces  a 
great  deal  of  wine  and  yery  little  corn  ®. 

We  had  now  travelled  fettsnty  fiadia  *,  and  had  only  a  huu- 
dred  and  fixty  f  to  arrive  at  Thebes  ^ 


*  Dic^arch.  Stat.  Onec.  ap.  Oeogr, 

Min  t.  XÎ.  p.  19.     £iiûath.  in  Iliad,  a. 
p  «79.     Steph.  in  XmX», 

t  Strab.  lib.  jo.  p.  447. 

^  Dicxarch.  ibid. 

<  Euftat.  in  Iliad,  ibid. 

y  Dicsarch.  Stat.    Grxc  ap.  Geo- 
graph.  Min.  t.  ii.  p  19. 
Stcph.  in  TLmX». 


a  Dtc«arcb.  Aid. 
xa.  c.  i.  p.  an 


PUn.  lib.  4-  cap. 


b  Dicsarch.  ibid. 
^  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  403. 
^  Dicxarch.  ibid. 
«  Id.  ibid.  p.  18. 


Above  a  leagues  and  a  half. 

Î  Somewhat  more  than  6  leaflet. 
Dicaearcb.  Stat.  Grace,  ap.  Geogr. 
Min.  t.  ii.  p.  17  ct  19. 
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^  As  wc^wcre  in  a  carriage,  we  took  the  road  of  the  plain, 
though  it  was  long  and  circnitons  '•  We  fooa  approached 
this  great  citj.  At  fight  of  the  citadel,  which  we  difbo^ered 
at  a  diftance^  Timagenes  could  no  longer  fupprefs  his  fighs. 
Hope  and  fear  were  alternately  painted  on  his  countenance. — 
There  then  is  my  country,  faid  he  ;  there  is  it  that  I  left  « 
father  and  mother  who  loved  me  with  f j  much  tendemefs  ! 
Them  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  to  find.  But  I  had  a  brother 
aod  a  filler  :  it  is  poiGble  death  may  have  fpared  them  to  my 
longing  eyes — Thefe  refle&ions,  which  were  perpetually  re- 
curring, diflraâed  both  our  fouls.  '  How  much,  at  this  in- 
ftant,  did  I  participate  in  his  anxiety  ;  and  how  much  to  be 
pitted  did  he  appear  to  me  a  moment  after  !  We  arrived  at 
Thebes,  and  the  refult  of  his  firft  loqairies  plunged  a  dagger 
into  the  heart  of  my  friend.  Regret  for  his  abfence  had  hur- 
ried the  authors  of  his  being  to  the  grave.  His  brother  had 
fisillen  in  battle  ;  his  filler,  who  had  been  married  at  AthenSi 
was  no  noore,  and  had  left  only  a  fon  and  daughter.  His 
grief  was  extreme  ^  but  the  marks  of  attention  and  tender- 
nefs  he  received  from  citizens  of  every  rank,  from  fome  dif- 
tant  relations,  and  efpecially  from  Epaminondas,  alleviated 
his  fufierings,  and  compenfated  in  fome  meafure  for  his  lofies. 


In 


CHAP.    V. 
Stay  at  Tbebes.^^Epaminendas^r-P^i^  rf  Maudou. 


the  relation  of  a  fécond  journey  I  made  into  Bœotia, 
I  fliall  fpeak  of  the  city  of  Thebes,  and  of  the  manners  of 
tiie  Tbebans.  In  my  firft,  my  whole  attention  was  bellowed 
on  Epaminondas. 

I  was  prefented  to  him  by  Timagenes  ;  and  he  was  too 
well  acquainted  with   the  fage  Anacharfis  not  to  be  ilruck 


<  Id.  ibid.  p.  17, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


TRAVELS   IN   GREKCB.  0,%^ 

Vith  mj  namet  He  was  affeôed  with  the  motifs  that  bronglit 
me  into  Greece»  and  aiked  me  maoy  queftlons  concerning  the 
Scythians  ;  bat  I  was  fo  iinpreil<:d  with  admiration  and  rc- 
fpeâ,  that  I  anfwered  with  heCtation.  Perceiving  my  em- 
barraiTment,  he  turned  the  converfation  on  the  expedition  of 
theyounger  Cyras,  and  the  retreat  of  the  ten  thoubnd«  He 
defired  to  fee  us  often,  and  we  vifited  him  every  day«  We 
were  prefent  at  feveraL  converfatioos  which  he  held  with  the 
moft  enlightened  Thebans«  and  with  the  ableft  officers.  Though 
he  had  enriched  his  mind  with  every  kind  of  knowledge»  he 
chofe  rather  to  hear  than  to  fpeak.  His  refleâions  were  aU 
ways  juft  and  profound.  On  occafions  of  controverfy»  when 
it  was^  necefikry  to  defend  himfelf,  his  anfwers  were  prompt, 
energetic,  and  precife.  Nothing  could  be  more  interefling 
^an  the  conver&cion,  when  it  turned  on  philofophical  or  pa« 
litical  topics  K 

I  call  to  mind,  with  a  piixture  of  pride  and  plcafore,  die 
familiar  terms  on  which  I  lived  with  perhaps  the  greateû  maa 
that  Greece  ever  has  produced  ^  ;  for  why  Ihould  we  not 
grant  this  title  to  the  general  who  perfeâed  the  art  of  war, 
vrho  eclipfed  the  glory  of  the  moû  renowned  commanders  ^, 
and  was  never  vanquiihed  but  by  fortune  '  ;  to.  tbe  flatefmaa 
who  gave  to  Thebes  a  fuperiority  (he  had  never  poflefled,  and 
which  (he  loft  immediately  on  his  death  "^  ^  to  the  negociatov 
who^  in  the  genevalr  aflemblies  and  congreiles  of  Greece,  al- 
ways maintained  a  fuperiority  over  the  other  Grecian  dep un- 
ties *,  and  found  means  to  retain  in  the  alliance  of  Thebes,, 
his  couatry,  eves  the  ftates  who  were  jealous  of  the  growth 
of  this  new  power  ;  to  the  man  who  equalled  in  eloquence 
the  greater  part  of  the  Athenian  orators  ^,  was  no  lé($  de« 


^  Ncp.  in  Epam.  cap.  3. 
•  i  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  cap.  34.  t.  i. 
f .  313.    là,  Tufcul.  lib.  X.  cap.  a.  t.  ii. 
p.  a34. 

k  Diod.  Sk.  Ub*  15.  p.  356  et  396. 
^Uan.  lib.  7.  cap.  24. 

i  Polj^.  lib.  9.  p.  548. 


"^  Id.  lib.  6.  p.  4S8.  Diod.  ibid.  p. 
388  et  397.  Paulaa.  lib.  8.  cap.  ix. 
p.  6ai.     Nep.  in  Epam.  cap.  xo. 

°  Nep.  in  Epam.  cap.  6. 

®  Ciccr.  in  Brat.  cap.  13.  1. 1.  f*. 
346. 
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voted  to  his  coantrj  than  Leonidas  ',  and  perhaps  more  jn^ 
even  than  Ariftides  ?     ' 

A  faithful  portrait  of  "his  mind  ^nd  heart  wonid  be  the 
onlj  eulogy  worthy  of  Epaminondas  ;  bnt  who  is  able  to  de« 
fine  and  explain  that  fublime  philofophy  which  etdightened 
and  directed  all  his  aâions  ;  that  genius,  fo  rich  in  informa* 
tion  and  fo  fruitful  in  refources  ;  thofe  plans,  concerted  with 
fuch  prudence,  and  executed  with  fuch  celerity  ?  Who  fliaU 
fuffictently  defcribe  his  equality  of  mindi  his  purity  of  mo- 
rals *,  his  dignity  of  demeanour  and  of  manners,  the  atten- 
tion he  paid  to  truth  even  in  the  minuteft  particulars,  hia 
mildnefs,  his  benignity,  and  the  patience  with  which  he  fofl 
'  tained  the  injuftice  of  the  people,  and  even  of  fome  of  hlft 
friends  ^  ? 

In  a  life  where  the  private  individual  appears  no  lefs  ami- 
able  than  the  public  man,  it  will  fuffice  promifcuoufly  to  fe<« 
lea  a  few  traits  which  ierve  to  charaâerize  them  both.  I 
have  already  related  his  principle  achievements  in  the  firft 
chapter  of  this  work. 

Hi»  honfe  was  lefs  the  afyhim  than  the  fanâuary  of  povef'* 
ty.  She  reigned  there  with  the  pure  joy  of  innocence,  and 
the  unalterable  ferenity  of  happinefs,  furrounded  by  the  other 
virtues,  to  which  flie  gave  new  powers,  while  flie  derived 
Inftre  from  their  eminence.  She  reigned  there  with  a  priva- 
tion fo  abfolute  as  almoft  to  furpafs  belief.  When  on  the 
point  of  fetting  out  on  an  expedition  into  Peloponnefus,  Epa- 
minondas was  obliged  to  borrow  fifty  drachmas  to  purchafe 
himfelf  the  necefTary  equipage  f  ;  yet  was  it  about  the  fame 
time  that  he  rejeéted  with  indignation  fifty  pieces  of  gold; 
which  a  Thtffalian  prince  had  ventured  to  oflFer  him».  In 
vain  did  his  friends  attempt  to  (hare  their  fortune  with  him  ; 


P  Id  de  Fin.  lib.  %,  cap.  19.  t.  ii. 
p.  113. 

*  bcr  note  at  the  end  nf  the  volume. 

^  Nep.  io  Jèpam-  cap.  3.  Plut«  in 
Pelop.  p.  399.     Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap. 


49.  P^  699- 

^  Front.  Strat.  lib.  4.  cap.  3. 
'  t  Abom  45livrci  (il.  17a.  6d.) 

*  ^iiao.  lib.  II.  cap.  9.    Pbc  h 
Ap9phc  t.  ii.  p.  X93. 
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but  he  made  them  ikare  the  honour  of  relieving  the  wretch- 
ed. 

We  found  him  one  day  with  feveral  of  them  aflembled  at 
his  houfe,  to  whom  he  faid:  Sphodrias  has  a  daughter  who  ift 
marriageable,  but  as  he  is  too  poor  to  give  her  a  portion,  C 
have  taxed  each  of  jou  according  to  your  abilities.  I  am 
obliged  to  ftaj  at  homie  for  a  few  dajs,  but  the  firft  time  I 
go  out,  I  will  prefent  to  you  this  -worthy  citizen,  for  it  is  but 
Tight  that  hé  ihould  receive  your  bounty  from  yourfelves,  and 
be  acquainted  with  his  benefaâors  *.  They  alL  confented  to 
the  propofaly  and  left  him  with  thanks  for  this  mark  of  con- 
fidence. Timagenesy  to  whom  this  projed  of  retirement  had 
given  fome  uneafinefs,  inquired  of  him  the  motive  ;  to  which 
he  fimply  anfwefed  :  I  am  obliged  to  have  my  mantle  dean- 
ed  ^.     And  the  truth  is  that  he  had  not  a  fécond. 

A  moment  after,  Mycithus,  a  young  man  to  whom  he  was 
greatly  attached,  entered,  and  faid:  Diomedon  of  Cyzicus  is 
arrived,  and  has  addrefied  himfelf  to  me  to  be  introduced  to 
you.  He  has  fume  propofitions  to  make  on  the  part  of  the 
king  of  Perfia,  with  orders  to  deliver  to  you  a  confiderable 
fum,  and  has  even  forced  me  to  accept  five  talents. — ^Let  him 
enter,  anfwered  Epaminondas.  **  Hear  me,  Diomedon,''  faid 
he  ;  *•  if  the  views  of  Artaxerxes  be  confiftent  with  the  in- 
terefls  of  my  country,  I  (land  in  no  need  of  his  prefents  :  if 
not,  all  the  gold  in  his  empire  would  not  induce  me  to  b<^ 
tray  my  duty.  You  have  judged  of  my  heart  by  your  own  ; 
I  forgive  you  tbis-miflake;  but  depart  inllantly  from  the 
city,  left  you  ihould  corrupt  the  inhabitants  ^.  And  as  for 
you,  Mycithus,  if  you  do  not  this  very  moment  return  the 
money  you  have  received,  I  ihall  deliver  you  up  to  the  ma- 
giftracy.^'  We  had  ïleppéd  but  during  this  converfation,  but 
Mycithus  repeated  it  to  us  direôly  after. 

'  Nep.  io  Epam.  cap.  3.  I      '  Nep.  ia  £pam.  cap.  4.^  dSHaa, 

*  JBiluL  ]fh.  J.  cap.  ;.  |  Vu.  Hiû.  Ub.  ^.  atp.  jf. 
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This  leflbn  Epaminondas  had  more  than  once  given  ta 
thofe  about  him.  When  at  the  head  of  the  armj,  baying 
learned  that  his  ihield-bearer  had  fold  a  captive  his  liberty  : 
Give  me  back  my  buckler,  faid  he  to  him.  Since  your  hand» 
are  foiled  with  money,  you  are  no  longer  worthy  to  follow 
me  in  dangers  ^. 

A  zealous  difciple  of  Pythagoras,  he  imitated  his  frugal!* 
fy.  He  denied  himfelf  the  ufe  of  wine,  and  frequently  took 
no  other  nutriment  but  a  little  honey  '.  Mufic,  which  he  had 
been  taught  by  the  ableft  matters,  Ibmetimet  conftituted  the 
delight  of  his  leifure  hours.  He  excelM  on  the  flute  ;  end 
at  entertainments  to  which  he  was  invited,  fang  in  his  turn» 
accompanying  his  voice  with  the  lyre  ^. 

The  more  affability  he  difplayed  in  fociéty,  the  greater  was 
his  feverity  when  it  became  necefiary  to  maintain  the  deco- 
rum foitaUe  to  each  condition*  One  of  the  loweft  of  the 
people,  a  man  abandoned  to  debauchery,  had  been  detained 
in  prifon  :  Why,  faid  Pelopidas  to  his  friend,  did  you  refufe 
me  his  pardon,  and  grant  it  to  a  courtezan  ?  *^  Becaufe,"  8m« 
fwered  Epaminondas,  **  it  ill  becomes  a  man  like  you  to  in« 
tereft  yourfelf  for  a  man  like  him  ^. 

Never  did  he  either  court  or  decline  public  employments. 
He  more  than  once  ferved  as  a  common  foldier,  under  inex- 
perienced generals,  preferred  to  him  by  intrigue.  More  than 
once  the  troops,  befieged  in  their  camp,  and  reduced  to  the 
niofi  critical  extremities,  had  recourfe  to  him  for  affiftance«r 
On  thefe  occafions,  he  direâed  the.  operations,  repulfed  the 
enemy,  and  brought  back  the  army  in  fafety,  without  remem- 
bering either  the  iojuftice  he  had  experienced,  or  the  fervice 
he  had  rendered  to  his  country  ^. 

He  negleâed  90  circumftance  that  might  raife  the  courage 
of  his  nation,  and  render  it  formidable  to  others.     Previous 


y  .£l»D.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  IT.  cap.  9. 
Plot,  is  Apopht.  r.  ii.  p. '1 94. 
>  AthcD.  lib.  10.  p.  419. 
*  Cicer.  Tufcu).  Hb.  i.  cap,  a.  t.  u. 


p.  %Z4.  AthcD.  Kb.  4.  p.  1S4.  Nep. 
in  Epani.  a. 

b  Plttt.  de  Rd  Oer.  Prac.  t.  ii.  f  v 
808.  ^  / 

^  Vep.  in  Epam.  cap.  7. 
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to  his  firft  campaign  in  Peloponnefus,  he  prevailed  on  fome 
Thebaas  to  wreftle  with  feveral  Lacedaemonians  who  were 
then  at  Thebes.  The  former  having  gained  the  advantage» 
from  that  moment  his  foldiers  began  no  longer  to  dread  the 
LaccdaBmonian3*jJ  Whilft  he  was  encamped,  in  winter,  in 
Arcadia,  the  deputies  of  one  of  the  adjacent  cities  propofed 
to  him  to  enter,  and  take  up  his  quarters  in  it.  ••  No,'*  faid 
£pftminondas  to  his  officers  ;  *•  if  they  faw  us  feated  by  the 
"  fire,  they  would  take  us  for  ordinary  men.  We  will  re- 
**  main  here,  notwithflanding  the  rigour  of  the  feafon.  When 
•*  they  fee  Us  continue  our  wreftling  matches  and  military 
**  exercifes,  they  will  be  loft  in  aftonifliment  ^." 

Daipbanfus  and  lollidas,  two  general  officers,  who  had 
merited  his  efteem,  faid  one  day  to  Timagenes,  You  would 
admire  him  ftill  more,  had  you  followed  him  in  his  expedi- 
tions ;  bad  you  ftudied  his  marches,  his  encampments,  his 
difpofitions  before  a  battle,  and  his  genuine  courage  and  pre- 
fei'Ce  of  mind  in  the  beat  of  the  conjliâ  ;  had  you  beheld 
him  ever  aâive  and  feréne,  penetrating  at  a  glance  the  pro- 
jeâs  of  the  eoemy;  lulling  them  into  a,  fatal  fecuricy,  mul« 
tiplying  around  them  almoft  inevitable  ambulhes  ^,  maintain- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  rigid  difcipline  in  his  army, 
exciting,  by  new  and  efficacious  methods,  the  ardour  of ,  his 
foldiers  s,  and  unremittingly  exerting  himfclf  for  the  prefer* 
Tdtlon,  and,  above  every  thing,  for  their  honour. 

By  fuch  engaging  marks  of  attention,  he  has  completely 
vron  tlieir  hearts.  Even  when  worn  out  with  fatigue,  and 
tormented  by  hunger,  they  are  always  ready  to  execute  h\ê 
orders,  and  ru(h  into  the  midft  of  danger  ''.  Thofe  panic 
terrors,  ic  frequent  in  other  armies,  are  unknown  ia  his  ;  and 
when  they  are  likely  to  arife,  a  iingle  word  from  him  difpels 
or  turns  them   to   his  advantage  K     We  were  on  the  point 


d  PolysM.  StratBg.  Ub.  a.  cap.  3 
§  6. 

«  Phit.  an  Seat,  &c.  f.  7S8. 
PoIyxQ.  Stratag.  lib.  a.  cap.  3, 


S  Id.  ibid. 

h  Xcnoph.  Hift.  lib.  7.  p.  64s- 
I  Died.  Sk.  lib.  if.  p.  367  ec  3&f . 
Pol^asD.  ibi^<  {  3  et  8. 
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of  entering  Peloponnefus,  and  the  army  oE  the  enemj  had 
encamped  in  front  ^.  Whilft  Epamlnondas  was  reconnoitring 
their  pofition,  a  clap  of  thunder  caufed  a  great  alarm  amongll 
the  foldiers  ;  and  the  augur  ordered  our  march  to  be  fufpend- 
ed.  In  this  moment  of  difmaj,  the  general  was  aiked  what 
could  te  the  meaning  of  fuch  a  prefage,  "  Whj,  that  the 
<*  enemy  has  chofen  a  bad  camp,'*  cried  he  with  confidence. 
The  courage  of  the  troops  revived  ;  and  the  next  day  thejr 
forced  th,e  pafs  ^ 

The  two  Theban  officers  related  other  fafts  which  I  fup- 
prefs  ;  and,  omitting  feveral  that  occurred  before  my  eyes»  I 
fhall  proceed  to  this  rc^fleâion.  Epanainondas,  devoid  of  am* 
bition,  vanity,  or  interefted  views,  raifed,  in  a*  few  ycars^ 
his  nation  to  that  height  of  greatnefs  which  we  have  feen  the 
Thebans  attain.  This  prodigy  he  efièâed,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  by  the  influence  of  his  virtues  and  his  talents.  While 
be  thus  fwayed  the  mind  of  the  public,  by  the  fuperiori- 
ty  of  his  genius  and  information,  he  guided  at  will  :he 
pai&ons  of  others»  becaufe  he  remained  mailer  of  his  own. 
But  his  fuGcefs  is  principally  to  be  imputed  to  the  ener- 
gy of  his  charaâer.  His  Ipfty  and  independent  foul  felt 
an  early  indignation  at  the  fovereignty  aflumed  by  the 
Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians  over  the  Greeks  in  general, 
and  more  particularly  over  the  Th«bans.  He  vowed  an  eter- 
nal hatred  to  thefe  oppreflbrs,  which  would  have  remained 
fecluded  in  his  own  breafi  ;  but  no  fooner  did  his  country 
confide  to  him  the  avenging  of  her  wrongs,  than  he  broke 
the  chains  of  nations,  and  became  a  conqueror  from  duty. 
He  formed  the  projed,  equally  bold  and  new,  of  attacking 
the  Lacedaemonians  in  the  very  centre  of  their  empire,  and 
of  depriving  them  of  that  pré<«eminence  they  had  enjoyed  for 
fuch  a  feiies  of  ages.  This  plan  he  purfued  with  perfever- 
ance»  in  defpite  of  their  power»  their  fame,  their  allies»  and 
even  of  their  enemies»  who  beheld  with  a  jealous  eye  the  ra- 

^  Diod.  Sic«  lib.  x^.  p.  380.  1  Poljaen.  Stfat»g.  1.  %>  c»  3.  §  3* 
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pid  progrefs  of  the  Thebans.  Nor  did  he  faffer  his  ardour 
to  be  checked  bj  the  oppofition  of  a  party,  formed  at  Thebeg 
ia  favour  of  peace,  becaufe  £pam inondas  was  inclined  to 
•war  "»•  Meneclides  was  at  the  head  of  this,  fafiion.  His  e» 
loquence,  his  authoritj,  and  the  fecret  charms  of'tranquilli* 
tjf  fo  prevalent  with  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  gave  him 
great  influence  among  the  people  ;  but  the  firmnefs  of  £pa-> 
minondas  finally  furmounted  all  obQacles,  and  when  we  left 
Thebes  every  thing  was  ready  for  the  campaign.  Had  not 
death  terminated  his  career  in  the  midft  of  a  triumph  which 
left  the  Lacedaemonians  without  refource,  he  would  have 
made  the  Athenians  give  an  account  of  the  victories  they  had 
gained  over  the  Greeks,  and,  as  he  faid  himfclf,  have  enrich- 
ed the  citadel  of  Thebes  with  the  moaunlents  whic&  decorat- 
ed that  of  Athens  *». 

We  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  Polymnis,  the  fa- 
ther of  Epaminondas.  This  refpeâable  old  man  was  lefs  af- 
feâed  with  the  homage  paid  to  his  own  virtues,  than  with 
the  honours  beftowed  upon  his  fon.  He  mote  than  once  re- 
minded us  of  the  tender  fentiment  eicpreiïed  by  Epaminon- 
das after  the  battle  of  Leuâra,  amid  the  acclamations  of  the 
army':  "  What  gives  me  the  moft  pleafure  is,  that  the  au- 
thors of  my  being  are  yet  alive,  and  will  enjoy  my  glory®." 

The  Thebans  had  intruded  Polymnis  with  the  care  of  the 
young  Philip,  brothet  of  Perdiccas  king  6f  Macedon  ^.  Pô- 
lopidas,  having  appeafed  the  troubles  of  that  kingdom,  re- 
ceived for  hoilages  this  prince,  and  thirty  young  Macedonian 
noblemen  ^,  Philip,  then  about  efghteen  years  of  age,  al- 
ready united  the  talent  with  the  defire  of  pTeafing.  AH  who 
law  him  admired  his  beauty  ^  ;  and  all  who  heard  him,  his 
-^it,  memory,  eloquence,    and  tiiofe  graces  which  added  fo 

^  Nq).  in  Epam.  cap.  5.  I  -    ^  ^^°^  *°  Pclop.  t.  i.  p.  ^91.    DidiJ. 

°  JE£chin.^t  Falf.  JLcg.  p.  41  t.  I  lib.  15.  p.  379.     Juftin.  lib.  7.  cap.  j, 

^  Plût,  in  Corio).  t.  i.  p.  aij.  I  Orof.  I.  3.  cap.  la.  p.  167. 

^  Z>iod.  Sic.  lib.  z6.  p.  407.  ■    .  ''  JECch.  6e  Fair.  Leg.  p.  402  et  412. 
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many  charmito  his  words  ^  His  gaietj  fomettmes  Aiffered 
»  few  failles  to  efcape  him,  but  thefe  were  fucli  as  could  ne«. 
ver  give  oSence.  Mild,  affable,  generous,  and  quick  in  dif- 
tertiing  merit,  no  man  knew  better  than  he  the  art  and  ne- 
ceffity  of  infinuating  himfelf  into  the  heart  '.  The  Pythago- 
rean Naufithous,  his  preceptor,  had  inililled  into  him  a  taue 
for  literature,  which  he  retained  all  his  life^  and  gave  him 
leffons  of  temperance,  which  he  afterwards  forgot".  The 
love  of  pleafure  made  its  appearance  amid  fo  many  excellent 
qualities,  but  without  interrupting  their  application  ;  and  it 
was  already  foretold,  that  if  this  prince  (hould  one  day  mount 
the  throne,  he  would  not  be  governed  entirely  either  by  ba&« 
nefs  or  by  pleafure. 

Philip  was  affiduoufly  attentive ,  to  Epamtnondas  ;  in  the 
genius  of  a  great  man  he  fiudied  the  fecret  of  one  day  be- 
coming great  ^  ;  he  eagerly  coUeâed  his  obfcrvations,  as  Well 
as  bis  examples  ;  and  it  was  in»  this  excellent  fchool  that  he 
learned  to  moderate  and  govern  his  paffions  y,  to  liflen  to  the 
truth,  to  correâ  his  errors,  to  know  the  Greeks,  and  to  eo- 
flave  Greece. 


CHAP.     VI. 

Departure  from  Ttbebes. — jirrival  at  Atbens.^^Inhalitanti  ùf 

Attica. 

I  HAVE  already  faid,  that  Timagencs  had  no  relations  re- 
maining, but  a  nephew  and  a  niece,  fettled  at  Athens.  The 
name  of  his  nephew  was  Philotas,  and  that  of  his  niece  £pi- 
charis.  She  had  married  a  wealthy  citizen,  named  Apollo- 
dorus.     They  came  to  Thebes  a  few  days  after  our  arrival. 


'  Id.  ibid.  p.  401. 

t  Diod.  lib.  16.  p.  482.  Plot,  an 
Seni,  &c.  t.  ii.  p.  8c6. 

^  Clem.  Alex.  Pxdagog.  lib.  r.  p. 
ijCiT    J^iod.  ibid.  p.  407.    Athco.  L 


4.  p.  167:  lib.-6  p.  a6o. 

*  Piut.  in  Pclop.  t,  1.  p.  A9». 

y  Plut.  CoDJa[^.  Przc.  t.  ii.  p.  X43  » 
in  Apophth.  p*  177- 
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Titntgenes  enjojed  in  their  fociety  a  plearure  and  tranquUli- 
tj  which  had  long  been  ftrangers  tb  his  heart.  Philotas  was 
of  the  fame  age  with  mjfelf.  I  began  to  form  an  intimacj 
Tvith  him»  and  he  foon  became  my  guide,  my  companion,  my 
friend,  the  tendered  and  faithfallefi  of  friends. 

Before  their  departure,  they  made  us  promife  ihortly  to 
pay  them  a  vifit.  We  took  leave  of  Epaminondas  with  a 
regret  which  he  deigned  to  ihare,  and  repaired  to  Athens  on 
the  x6th  of  the  month  Antbefterion,  in  the  fécond  year  of 
of  the  104th  Olympiad  *•  In  the  houfe  of  Apollodorus,  we 
found  all  the  comforts  and  affiftance  to  be  eipeâed  from  bis 
opulence  and  connexions. 

The  next  day  after  my  arrival,  I  flew  to  the  academy, 
vrhere  I  faw  Plato.  I  went  to  the  work-room  of  the  painter 
£uphranor.  I  was  in  that  kind  of  delirium  occafioned  by 
the  firft  fight  of  celebrated  men,  and  the  pleafure  of  approaciv- 
ing  them.  I  next  fixed  my  attention  on  the  city,  and  for 
ibme  days  employed  myfelf  in  admiring  its  monuments,  and 
in  vifiting  its  environs. 

Athens  is,  as  it  were,  divided  into  three  parts  ;  the  cita- 
jdel,  built  on  a  rock  ;  the  city,  fituated  around  this  rock  ^  ; 
and  the  harbours  of  Fhalerum,  Munichise,  and  the  Pineusf  • 

The  firit  inhabitants  of  Athens  fixed  their  abode  on  thé 
Tock  of  the  citadel  ^*  There  ftood  the  ancient  town,  which, 
though,  from  its  fituation,  it  was  accefilble  only  on  the  fouth*- 
weft  ^,  was  every  whei:e  encompaiTed  with  walls  which  are 
fiill  remaining  ^. 

The  circumference  of  the  modern  city  is  fixty  ftadia  %  ^. 
The  walls  flanked  with  towers  %  and  haftily  built  in  the  time 


•  The  13th  of  March  of  the  year 
36a  before  J.  C. 

2  Ariftid.  Panathen.  t.  I  p.  f  9. 
t  See  the  plan  of  the  environs  of 
AtheiU. 

*  Thncfdi  lib.  9.  eap.  fts«  f^  51. 
Wheeler.  Yoy^jj^  dn  Lev.  t.  U.  p.  4^5* 


^  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  13  7.  Panfan. 
lib.  I.  cap.  aS.  p.  67. 

I  %i  leagues. 

d  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  13.  Schol. 
ibid. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  17. 

Tiij 
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of  Themlitocles,  exhibit  on  all  fides  fragments  of  colamn^ 
and  ruins,  confufedlj  intermingled  with  the  unfhapen  mat 
rials  employed  in  their  conftrnâion  ^. 

From  the  city  run  two  long  walls,  one  of  which,  thirt; 
five  ftadia  in  length  *,  terminates  at  the  port  of  Phalerum 
and  the  other,  which  is  of  forty  (^adia  t,  at  that  of  the  PS 
rjBus.  They  are  almoft  entirely  (hut  in  at  their  extremity  bj 
a  third  of  fixty  ftadia  '  ;  and  as  they  embrace  not  only  thel 
two  harbours,  and  that  of  Munychise,  which  is  in  the  mii 
die,  but  a  multitude  of  houfes,  temples,  and  monuments 
every  kind  \  the  entire  circumference  of  the  city  may  be  e; 
timated  at  near  two  hundred  iVadia  t  '• 

To  the  fouth-weft,  and  clofe  to  the  citadel,  is  the  rock 
the  Mufeum,  feparated  by  a  little  valley   from  the  hill  oi 
which  the  Areopagus  holds  its  aflemblies.     Other  eminenci 
contribute  to  render  the  fite   of  this  city  extremely  unevetfj 
From  them  proceed  fome  feeble  fprings  of  water,  but  n 
fufficient  to  fupply  the  inhabitants  ^.     This  deficiency  is 
znedied  by  wells  and  ciftems,  in  which  the  water  acquires  d 
coolnefs  which  is  anxioufly  fought  ^' 

The  ftreets  in  general  are  deHitute  of  regularity.  The. 
greater  number  of  the  houfes  are  fma}l  and  incommodious  ^' 
As  for  thofe  which  are  more  magnificent,  you  can  hardly  get 
a  glimpfe  of  their  decorations,  acrofs  a  court,  or  rather  a  long 
and  narrow  avenue  °.  Externally,  every  thing  has  the  air  of 
fimplicity,  and  ftrangers  at  firft  fight  Jeek  in  Athens  itfelf  for 
that  city,  fo  celebrated  through  the  world  ^  ;  but  their  ad- 
miration imperceptibly  increafes,  when  they  attentively  exa- 
mine thofe  temples,  thofe   porticos  and  public  buildings,  in 


^  Id.  Ub.  I.  cap.- 93. 

t  XÎ  league. 

S  Id.  lib.  a.  cap.  13. 

^  Id.  lib.  ».  cap.  x;.    Pavfan.  lib.  i. 
f  ap.  I  et  %. 
*  t  Above  7  league!  and  a  half. 

i  DioD.  Chrjfofi.  orat.  6.  p.  87. 


k  Plat,  in  Lyf.  t.  ii.  p.  ao3.  Strab. 
lib.  9.  p.  397. 

i  Thcoph.  Char.  cap.  20. 

™  Diczarch.  p.  8. 

n  Euftatb.  in'  Iliad,  lib.  8.  t.  435* 
Didym.  ib.  Hefych.  in  Éwv.  Viuit^r* 
lib.  6.  cap.  ID. 

0  Dicxarch.  p.  8. 
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tlie  embellfiimcnt  of  which  all  the  >arts  have  contended  for 
the  prize. 

The  IlifTus  and  the  Cephifos  meander  around  the  citj,  and 
feveral  public  walks  are  laid  out  at  no  great  difiance  from 
their  banks.  Further  on,  hills  covered  with  olives,  laurels, 
and  vines,  terminating  in  loftj  mountains,  form,  as  it  were, 
a  zone  around  the  plain,  wiiicb,  to  the  fouthward,  is  bounded 
only  hj  the  fca. 

Attica  is  a  kind  of  peninfula  of  a  triangular  foVm.  The 
^aft  oppoiite  jo  the  Argolis  may  extend  in  a  right  line  about 
357  ftadia  *;  that  which  borders  on  Bœotia,  235  f  ;  and  that 
which  looks  towards  Eubœa,  406  ]:•  It  contains  53,200 
fquare  ftadia  §,  without  including  the  ifle  of  Salamis,  which 
contains  no  more  than  2,925  fquare  fiadia||. 

This  little  country,  every  where  interfeâed  with  rocks  and 
mountains,  is  by  nature  extremely  barren,  and  it  is  by  dint 
of  cultivation  alone  that  it  repays  the  hufbandman  for  his 
labours  ;  but  laws,  induftry,  and  the  remarkable  purity  of 
Che  air,  have  been  fo  favourable  to  population,  that  Attica  is 
at  this  day  covered  with  villages  and  towns,  of  which  Athens 
is  the  capital  ^« 

The  inhabitants  of  Attica  are  divided  into  three  clafles. 
The  firft  comprehends  the  citizens  ;  the  fécond,  the  foreigners 
fettled  in  the  country  ;  and  the  third,  the  flaves. 
-  The  flaves  are  diftinguiflied  into  two  forts,  the  natives  of 
Greece,  and  thofe  brought  from  foreign  countries.  The  for«- 
mer  confift  in  general  of  thofe  whom  the  fate  of  arms  has 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  conqueror  irritated  by  too  obftinate 
a  refiftance  p.  The  latter  are  brought  from  Thrace,  Phrygia, 
Caria  **,  and  the  countries  inhabited  by  barbarians  ^. 


*  About  13  leagues  and  a  half. 

f  Near  9  leagues. 

i  isi  league». 

§  76  fquare  leagues. 

J  About  4  fqaare  leagues. 

>f  Sec.  the  map  of  Attica. 


P  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  68. 

•  •  The  foreign  flaves  were  diftin- 
guifhed  among  the  Greeki  by  the  name 
of  ,their  refpeâive  nations  ;  one  waf 
called  Carhn,  moxhcr  Thract^Scc» 

^  Euripid.  in  Alccft.  v,  673. 
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Slaves  of  every  age,  fex,  and  nation,  form  a  peoââerabl^ 
objeâ  of  traffic  throughout  Greece.  Merchants,  eager  after 
gain,  are  perpetually  tranfporting  them  from  one  country  to 
another»  They  heap  them  together  like  the  vileft  merchan- 
dize in  the  market-place  ;  and  when  a  purchafer  appears»  o- 
blige  them  Co  dance  a  round,  to  enable,  him  to  judge  of  their 
powers  and  agility  ^  The  price  they  fetch  varies  according 
to  their  talents.  Some  are  valued  at  three  hundred  drachmas  *, 
others  at  ûx  hundred  f  ^.  Several  fell  for  much  more»  The 
Greeks  who  fall  into  the  hands  of  pirates,  are  expofed  to  ikle 
in  -the  Grecian  cities,  and  forfeit  their  freedom  till  they  «re 
able  to  pay  a  heavy  ranfom  ^  Both  Plato  and  Diogenes  ex- 
perienced  this  misfortune.  The  friends  of  the  former  paid 
three  thoufand  drachmas  to  redeem  him  t  "•  The  laxter  re- 
mained in  bondage»  and  taught  the  children  of  his  mailer  to 
be  free  and  virtuous  *• 

Throughout  almoft  all  Greece  the  number  of  flaves  infinite- 
ly furpafies  that  of  the  citizens  y.  Almoft  every  where  the 
u^oft  exertions  are  obliged  continually  to  be  made  to  keep 
them  in  fubjeftion  ^.  Lacçdsemon,  by  having,  recourfe  to 
rigorous  meafures  to  force  them  to  obedience,  has  often  driven 
them  to  revolt.  Athens,  wifhing  to  fecure  their  fidelity  by 
gentler  methods,  has  made  them  infolent  *• 

It  is  eftimated  that  there  are  about  four  hundred  thoufand 
flaves  in  Attica^.  Thefe  cultivate  the  lands,  oonduâ  the 
manufactures,  work  the  mines,  labour  at  the  quarries,  and 
perform  all  the  domefiic  offices  in  private  houfes  :  for  die 
law  prohibits  the  maintenance  of  idle  flav«s  ;  anSl-  thofe  who, 
bom  in  a  fervile  condition,  are  unable  to  apply  themfelves  to 
laborious  occupations,  endeavour  to  beoome  uCeful  by   their 


^  Menand.  ap.  Harpocrat.  in  KuMXot, 

•  170  livres  (III.  5>.) 
f  540  livres  (Ml.  los.) 

*  Demofth.  in  Aphob.  i.  p.  896. 

t  Andoc.  de  Myfter.  p.  x8.  Tcrcnt. 
];Qnuch.  aâ.  1.  fcen.  1. 
t  S70«  livres  ( I  ul.  io«0 


u  I.ftert.  in  PUt.  lib.  3.  $  flo. 

X  Id.  lib  6.  $  99. 

r  Athcn.  lib.  6.  p.  17». 

z  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  776. 

^  Xenopb.  de  Rep.  Atben.  p.  693. 

b  Athco.  lib.  6.  p.  »7a. 
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^ddrefs^  their  talents,  or  application  to  the  arts  ^.  Some  ma- 
nnfaâurers  employ  upwards  of  fifty  ^^  and  derive  from  them 
a  confiderable  profit.  In  fome  of  thefe  works,  one  flave  will 
give  a  clear  annnal  produce  of  a  hundred  *  %  and  in  others  of 
a  hundred  and  twenty  drachmas  f  ^.  \ 

Some  there  are  who  have  merited  their  liberty  hy  fighting 
for  the  republic  ',  or  by  exhibiting  fuch  proofs  of  zeal  and 
attachnaent  to  their  mailers  as  are  ftill  celebrated  as  examples 
for  the  reft  **.  When  they  are  unable  to  obtain  it  by  fervices, 
they  purchafe  it  with  a  peeulium^  or  private  property  they  are 
permitted  to  amafs  %  and  which  they  employ  in  prefents  to 
their  maftersi  on  feilive  occafions  ;  as,  for  inftance,  when  a 
<:hild  is  born,  or  a  marriage  takes  place  in  the  family  K 

When  elTentially  deficient  in  their  duties,  their  mafters  may 
load  them  with  chains  '^  condemn  them  to  turn  the  millftone  ™, 
prevent  them  from  marrying,  or  feparate  them  from  their 
Tirives  ^  $  but  on  no  account  may  they  attempt  their  lives. 
When  treated  with  cruelty,  they  are  driven  to  defertion,  or 
tofeek  an  afylum  at  leaft  in  the  temple  of  Thefeus^.  In 
this  cafe,  they  require  to  be  transferred  to  the  fervice  of  an^^ 
other  lefs  rigorous  mafter  p,  and  fometimes  are  fo  fortunate  as 
to  be  able  to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  yoke  of  the  ty«i 
rant  who  opprefied  them  *>• 

Thus  have  the  laws  provided-  for  their  fafety  ;  but  when 
they  are  intelligent,  or  poflefled  of  pleafing  talents,  intereft 
proves  a  more  powerful  proteâor  than  the  laws.  With  fuch 
endowments  they  enriich  their  mafters,  and  themfelves  by  re- 
taining part  of  their  earnings.     Thefe  profits  accumulated,^ 


^  Ulpian.  in  Mid.  p.  iSj. 
d  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  578. 
Beniofth.  in  Aphob.  c.  p.  %ft» 
•  90  litres  (3I.  I J  8.) 
^  Demoflh.  ibid, 
t  loS  livr«8  (4I.  los.) 
f  .£fchin.  in  Tim.  p.  S75. 
C  Ariftoph.  to  Ran.  ▼.  705. 
J)  PUc,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  776. 
1  Pit».  Chryfoft.  orat.  15.  p.  941. 


^  Terent.  Phonn.  aft.  i.  fceo.  \* 

1  Atben.  lib.  6.  p.  %'j%. 

°*  Terent.  And.  aft.  I.  fccn.  3. 

■  Xenoph.  CEo».  p.  844. 

o  Poil.  lib.  7.  cap.  12.  p.  694. 

P  Pint,  de  Superft.  t.  ii.  p.  i6é. 

4  DemoOb.  in  Mid.  p.  611.  PeC 
Leg.  Attic,  p.  178.  A  then.  lib.  6.  p. 
a66  ct  «67. 
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enable  them  to  procure  patrons,  to  live  in  the  moft  unbe^ 
coming  luxury,  and  to  unite  the  infolence  of  arrogant  pre- 
teofions  with  fordidnefs  of  fentiment  ^. 

Severe  penalties  are  denounced  againft  any  man  who  (hall 
firike  the  flave  of  another,  cverj  z&  of  violence  being  a 
crime  againft  the  ftate  *  ;  and  the  flave  being  fcarcelj  to  be 
difiioguifhed  from  the  free  man  by  any  external  mark  *,  the 
outrage,  but  for  this  law,  might  fall  on  the  citizen,  whofe 
perfon  ihould  be  facred  ^ 

When  a  flave  is  enfranchifed,  he  does  not  pafs  into  the 
clafs  of  citizens,  but  into  that  of  the  foreign  fettlers,  which 
is  conneâed  with  the  latter  by  libertyi  and  with  that  of  the 
flaves  by  the  fmall  portion  of  refpeâ  or  influence  it  poflcfles 
in  the  ftate» 

This  intermediate  clafs,  to  the  number  of  about  ten  thoo- 
fand  "i  confifts  of  ft  rangers  fettled  with  their  families  in  At- 
tica ',  moft  of  them  exercifing  trades,  or  ferving  in  the 
navy  ^  ;  proteâed  by,  without  participating  in,  the  gbvem- 
xnent  ;  free,  yet  dependent  ;  ufeful  to  the  republic  which  fears 
them,  becaufe  flie  dreads  liberty  detached  from  the  love  of 
country,  and  defpifed  by  a  people  at  once  proud  and  jealous 
of  the  diftinâions  annexed  to  the  condition  of  a  citizen  '• 

They  are  obliged  to  feleâ  from  among  the  citizens,  a  pa- 
tron to  be  refponfible  for  their  conduâ  ^,  and  to  pay  an  an- 
nual tribute  to  the  public  treafury  of  twelve  drachmas  f  for 
the  heads  of  families,  and  flx  drachmas  %  for  their  children  ^ 
Their  property  is  forfeited  when  they  liegleâ  complying  with 
the  former  of  thefe  conditions,  and  their  liberty  when  they 


'  Aenoph.  de  Rep.  Athen.  p.  693. 
'  *  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p  610. 

*  The  (laTes  were  obliged  to  fha^e 
their  heads  (Ariftoph.  io  Ay.  912. 
Schol.  ibid.)  ;  but  they  coirered  them 
with  bonneta  (Id.  in  Vefp  443 )•  Their 
drefs  ihould  reach  only  to  the  knee, 
{Id,  inX^yfif.  1153.  Schol.  ibid.);  but 
many  citizens  wore  garmeDta  of  the 
iame  ktnd. 

t  Jkeooph.  ibid. 


"  Athen.  lib.  6.  p.  17a. 

*  Harpocr.  in  MiIm». 

'  Xtnoph.  de  Rep  Atheo.  p.  693. 

*  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6.  cap  i. 
^  Harpoc.  et    Suid.    in    llf«rii««. 

Hyper,  ap.  Harpoc.  in  'Aw^. 
t  10  livres  16  fols  (  9  fhiliîngs.) 
\  5  lÎYres  3  fols  (4  ihiUing$  and  fis- 
pence. 

b  Ifxos  apad   Harpocr*  in  H^au 
Pi>U.  lib.  3.  cap.  4.  }  S5* 
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'Violate  tbc  latter  ^  ;  but  if  they  arc  fortunate  enough  to  ren- 
der anj  fignal  fer  vices  to  the  ftate»  they  obtain  an  exemption 
from  the  tribute  «*. 

In  religiouf  ceremonies  thej  are  diftinguifbed  from  the  ci- 
tizens bj  particular  functions.  The  men  muft  carry  part  of 
the  offerings,  and  their  wives  hold  umbrellas  over  the  free 
"women  *  ;  they  are  expofed  likewife  to  the  infults  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  degrading  fallies  of  raillery  from  the  ftage  ^* 

The  republic  has  been  known  to  adopt  a  great  number  of 
them  into  the  clafs  of  citizens,  when  exhauftcd  by  long 
wars  s.  But  if  by  any  clandeftine  pradtices  they  contrive  to 
procure  admiffion  ,into  that  refpeftable  order,  they  arc  liable 
to  a  judicial. profecution,  and  fometimes  even  to  be  fold  for 
Haves  **. 

The  freed  men,  admitted  into  this  clafs,  are  fubjeâ  to  the 
fame  tribute,  the  fame  dependence,  and  theiame  humiliations, 
Thofe  who  are  bom  infervitude,  never  can  become  citizens  '  ; 
and  every  patron,  able  in  a  regular  courfe  of  juftice  to  con- 
via the  flave  he  bad  enfranchifed  of  ingratitude,  is  autho- 
rized inftantly  to  load  him  anew  with  chains,  faying  to  him  : 
Be  a  flave,  fince  thou  knoweft  not  how  to  live  free  \ 

The  condition  of  the  intermediate  clafs  begins  to  be  more 
favourable  K  For  fome  time  pafl  they  have  been  lefs  infult- 
ed,  but  they  are  not  therefore  better  fatisfied  with  their  lot  ; 
far  having  obtained  refpeâ,  they  are  now  looking  for  diflinc- 
tions,  it  being  a  painful  fituation  to  remain  entirely  without 
authority  or  influence  in  a  city  containing  fo  many  perfons  of 
importance. 

Here  is  a  citizen  by  birth,  who  is  bora  of  a  father  and  mo- 
ther who  are  themfelves  citizens  ^  ;  but  the  child  of  an  Ache- 
nian,  who  marries  a  foreign  woman,  is  entitled  only  to  the 


^  Sam.  Pet.  Leg,  Alt.  p.  17a. 

d  Id.  p.  169. 

*  iEiian.  Var.  Hift.  Ub.  6.  cap.  1. 
V^viz.  ibid.  Harpocr.  in  ftikU.  et  in 
2»M^    Sold,  et  Hcfych.  in  ZjMf . 

f  AciAoph.  Achani.  v.  507. 


S  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  216, 
h  Sam.  Pet.  Leg.  Att  p.  134. 
i  Dion.  Chiyfoft.  orat.  15.  p.  13^. 
^  Val.  Maxim-  lib.  ».  cap.  6. 
1  Xenopb.  de  Rap.  Athen.  p.  693. 
"  Sam.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  138- 
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condition  of  his  mother.  This  law  was  made  by  Pericles  at 
tt  time  when  he  was  furrounded  by  children  likely  to  perpe- 
toate  his  family  ;  and  he  carried  it  into  esecution  with  b 
much  rigour,  that  near  five  thoufand  perfons,  excluded  from 
the  rank  of  citizens,  were  publicly  fold  by  auâion.  He 
violated  it  when  he  had  only  one  fon  left,  whofe  birth  be  bad 
fofmerly  declared  illegitimate  "• 

The  citizens  by  adoption  enjoy  almoft  the  fame  privileges 
as  the  natives.  At  firft,  when  it  was  neceflary  to  encourage 
the  population  of  Attica,  the  title  of  citizen  was  beflowed 
on  every  perfon  who  came  to  fettle  in  that  country  **.  When 
that  neceâity  ceafèd,  Solon  granted  it  only  to  thole  who  ihould 
bring  with  them  their  families,  or  to  perfons  who,  exiled  for 
ever  from  their  country,  came  thither  in  fearch  of  a  fecure 
afylum  p.  At  length  it  was  promifed  to  thofe  who  ihould 
render  fervices  to  the  (late  ^  j  and  as  nothing  can  be  more  ho- 
nourable than  to  excite  the  gratitude  of  an  enlightened  na^ 
don,  DO  fooner  was  this  privilege  offered  as  the  reward  of  me- 
rit, than  it  became  the  objeâ  of  the  ambition  even  of  (bve- 
reigns,  who  refleded  .  new  luftre  on  it  when  they  fucceeded, 
and  flill  greater  when  they  were  unable  to  obtain  the  diftinc- 
tion«  It  was  formerly  refufed  to  Perdiccas  king  of  Mace- 
donia, who  was  worthy  of  the  honour  '  ;  and  fince  granted 
with  more  facility  *  to  Evagoras  king  of  Cyprus,  Dionyfius 
king  of  Syracufe,  and  other  princes.  It  was  ardently  fought 
after  fo  long  as  the  Athenians  rigoroufly  obferved  the  laws 
to  prevent  its  being  too  eafily  obtained  :  for  by  tbefe  laws  it 
is  not  lufEcient  that  the  candidate  be  adopted  by  a  decree  of 
the  people  ;  this  decree  tank  be  confirmed  by  an  aiTembly  in 
which  fix  thoufand  citizens  gave  their  fuffirages   by  ballot; 


«*  Plut,  in  Pcricl.  p.  174.     iElian.  j      *^  DcmoRh.  in  Ncxr.  p.  86x. 
lib.  6.  cap.  I«.   lib.  13.  cap.  24.  Suid.  ;      ''  Id.  de  Ord.  Rep.  p.  xa6.    Mtuxf. 
in  Ai}|K»cr.     Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Vefp.  j  de  Fort.  Atben.  p.  1701. 
ir.  716.  I      ^  £pift.  PhiK  ad  Atheo.  in  Optf- 

'o  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  c.  a.    Schol.  ibid.  I  DeinoÂh.  p.  1 15.    Ifocr.  in£ng.  !•»• 

P  Piut.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  91.  j  p.  97. 
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and  this  doable  eleftion  maj  b^  objeâed  to  bj  the  loweft  of 
the  Athenians,  and  undergo  the  examination  of  a  tribunal 
COD  powered  to  correâ  even  the  judgnaent  of  the  people  '• 

Thefe  precautions,  of  late  too  much  negleaed,  have  not 
prevented  perfons  from  attaining  the  rank  of  citizens,  who 
have  been  a  difgrace  to  the  title  ",  and  vrhofe  example  will 
eventuallj  juftifj  flill  more  diOionourable  eleâions. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Athens,  it  is  eflimaCed  that,  there 
are  twenty  thoufand  men  able  to  bear  aroQS  ^. 

All  thofe  who  are  diflinguiflied  by  their  wealth,  birth, 
virtues,  or  knowledge  7,  form  here,  as  in  almoft  every  coun- 
try, the  principal  clafs  of  citizens,  who  may  be  called  the 
higher  clafs» 

This  comprifes  men  of  fortune,  becaufe  they  fupport  the 
burdens  of  the  fiate  ;  and  the  virtuous  and  enlightened,  be- 
caufe they  chiefly  contribute  to  its  prcfervalion  and  glory. 
As  for  birth,  it  is  refpeâed,  from-  a  prefumption  Chat  it 
tranfmits  from  father  to  fon  more  noble  fentiments,  and  a 
more  ardent  patriotifm  than  can  be  found  in  vulgar  minds  '« 

Particular  regard,  therefore,  is  paid  to  families  which  claim 
Iheir  defcent  from  the  gods,  the  kings  of  Athens,  or  the  an- 
cient heroes  of  Greece  ;  and  ftill  more  to  the  families  whofe 
founders  have  difplayed  examples  of  diftinguiihed  virtue,  fill- 
ed the  chief  offices  of  magiftracy,  gained  battles,  or  obtaiuei 
crowns  in  the  public  games  ^.      -  ' 

Some  trace  back  their  origin  to  the  remoteft  ages«  For 
more  than  one  thoufand  years  pail  the  houfe  of  the  Eumol- 
pidae  has  been  in  poflcfSon  of  the  prieflhood  of  Ceres  Eleu- 


^     '  Demofth.  ioNczr.  p.  875. 

^     "  Id.  de  Rep.  Ordin.  p.  1  %6, 

^  PUt.  in  Crit.  t.  iii.  p.  lift.  De- 
mofth. ih  AriftQg.  p.  836.  Plut,  in 
Peric!.  t  i.  p.  17a.  Philochor.  ap. 
Schol.  Pind.  Olymp.  9.  t.  67.  Id.  ap. 
Schol.  Arifteph.in  Vefp.  ▼.7x6.  Ctcûd. 
ap.  Athea.  lib.  6.  cap.  ao.  p.  a7a. 


y  Aritt,  de  Rep.  Hb.  4.  cap.  4.  r.  it. 
p.  368.  Herald.  Animad^.  in  Salra. 
Obferv.  lib.  3.  p.  252. 

2  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  13.  t.  n. 
P-  353-    1(1*  Rhetor,  lib.  I.  cap  9.  t«  iL 

P  53»- 

»  Plat.  ap.  Diog.  Lacrt  Kb.  3.  §  88. 
Arift.  RhcUr.  lib.  X.  cap.  5.  t.  ii.  f. 
jaa. 
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finia  ^9  ftnd  that  of  the  Eteobtttadœ  of  the  priefthood  of  MU 
nerva^;  others  have  as  eztenfive  pretenfionsi  and  to  give 
weight  to  them  invent  genealogies  <*,  which  few  take  the  trou- 
ble to  invalidate.  For  this  higher  clafs  form  do  diftinâ  bodjr  ; 
thej  enjoy  no  peculiar  privilege  nor  precedency  ;  but  their  edu- 
cation gives  them  a  claim  to  the  firft  placesi  and  the  public 
opinion  facilitates  their  attaining  them. 

The  city  of  Athens  conuins,  exclufive  of  the  flaves,  up- 
wards of  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants  ^» 


CHAP.     VIL 

Meeting  of  tie  Academy» 

X  HAD  now  been  fome.days  at  Athens*  and  had  taken  a  rapid 
view  of  the  curiofities  it  contains.  When  this  ardour  was 
fomewhat  abated,  ApoUodorusi  my  holl,  propofed  to  me  to 
pay  another  vifit  to  the  academy  *. 

We  crofled  a  quarter  of  the  city  called  the  Ceramicus,  or 
Tile  Grounds,  and  thence,  going  out  by  the  gate  Dipylon, 
we  came  into  fields  called  likewife  Ceramicus  ^  and  obferved/ 
as  we  went  along,  a  number  of  tombs  ^  ;  for  no  perfon  is  al- 
lowed to  be  buried  in  the  city  ^^  The  citizens  in  general 
have  their  places  of  fepulture  at  their  country  houfes  ',  or  in 
quarters  allotted  them  without  the  walls»  The  Ceramicus  is 
fet  apart  for  thofe  who  have  fallen  in  battle  ^.  Among  thefe 
tombs,  we  fee  thofe  of  Pericles  and  fome  other  Athenians 
who  did  not  die  in  arms*  but  whom  their  country  has  thought 
defer ving  of  the  moft  diftinguiihed  honours  ^ 


^  Hefych.  in  Ev|(mXw. 
^  Id.  Harpocr.  et  Said,  in  *£ri«C. 
d  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  At.  t.  184. 
^  Ariftoph.  in  Ecclef.  ▼.  III4. 
*  See  the  plin  of  the  academy. 
f  Meurf.  Ceram.  Oem.  cap.  19. 
(  Pattfu.  lib.  I.  cap.  29.  p.  7c. 


^  Cicer.  Epift.  ad  Fam.  lib.  4.  cpift* 
la.  t.  vii.  p.  139. 

i  Demofth.  in  Macart.  p.  Z040.  et 
Callid.  p.  II 17. 

k  Thocyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  34* 

1  PavfaiL  lib.  z.  cap.  29.  p.  7<* 
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The  academy  is  only  at  the  diftance  of  fix  ftadia*"»  from 
the  city.  It  is  a  large  enclofure  of  ground,  formerly  the 
property  of  a  citizen  of  Athens  named  Academus  ^.  At 
prefenC  it  contaios  a  gymnafium*  and  a  garden  furrounded  by 
walls  °f  adorned  with  delightful  covered  walks  p*  and  em- 
bellifhed  by  waters  which  flow  under  the  {hade  of  the  plane 
and  various  other  kinds  of  trees  ^.  At  the  entrance  is  the 
altar  of  Love,  and  the  ftatue  of  that  god  '  ;  and  within,  the 
altars  of  feveral  other  deities.  Not  far  from  hence  Plato  has 
fixed  his  refidence,  near  a  fmall  temple,  which  he  has  dedi- 
cated to  the  M ufes,  and  on  a  piece  of  ground  belonging  to 
himfelf  ^  He  comes  every  day  to  the*academy,  where  we 
found  him  in  the  midil  of  his  difciples,  and  I  inftantly  felt 
myfelf  infpired  with  that  refpeft  which  every  one  muft  feel 
in  his  prv fence  ^  ' 

Though  about  fixty-eight  years  old,  he  ftlll  retained  a  frefii 
and  animated  complexion.  Nature  had  beftowed  on  him  a 
robuft  body.  His  long  voyages  had  impaired  his  health;  but 
this  he  had  reftored  by  a  firiâ  attention  to  regimen  ^  :  and  he 
was  no  otherwife  affeâed  than  by  a  habit  of  melancholy  ;  a 
habit  common  to  him  with  Socrates,  Empedocles,  and  other 
illuflrious  men  >. 

He  had  regular  features,  a  ferions  air  7,  eyes  full  of  mild* 
nefs  ',  an  open  forehead  v^ithout  hair  *,  a  wide  cheil,  high 
fhoulders  ^,  great  dignity  in  his  demeanour,  gravity  in  his 
gait^  and  modefly  in  the  whole  of  his  appearance  '^. 

He  received  me  with  as  much  fimplicity  as  politenefs,  and 
pronounced  fo  handfome  an  eulogium  on  the  philofopher  A-* 


*  A  quarter  of  a  lea^e. 

^  Cker.  de  Finib.  lib.  5.  cap.  1. 1.  ii. 
p.  196 

'^  Hefych.  et  Suid.  in  A««2. 

o  Suid.  io  ri  !ltnraifX' 

P  Plut,  io  Cim.  t.  i.  p.  487. 

^  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  ▼.  100 1. 

^  Paufao.  lib.  I.  cap.  30. 

s  Plut,  de  Exil.  t.  ii.  p.  693.  Lsert. 
in  Plat.  lib.  3.  }  5  et  ao.  Id,  in  Speuf. 
lib.  4.  cap.  8.  §  I. 


<  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  %.  cap.  10. 

"  Scncc.  cpift.  s  8. 

*  Arift.  Probl.  §  30.  t.  ii.  p.  815. 
Plut,  in  Lyfand.  t.  i.  p.  434. 

y  Laert.  Jib,  3.  $  a8. 

^  JE\i^n.  ibid. 

^  Neartb.  ap.  Laert.  lib.  3.  {  4. 

b  Suid.  in  nxâr.  Sente  epift.  58. 

^  jïUian.  lib.  3.  cap.  19.  ISchoi.  A,- 
riftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  361. 
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Bftcbarfis,  whofe  defcendant  I  am,  that  I  bluflied  at  bearing 
the  fame  name.  He  ezprefled  himfelf  flowlj  ^y  but  the  graces 
and  perfaafion  feemed  to  flow  from  his  lips.  As  I  became  af- 
terwards more  particularlj  acquainted  with  hini«  his  name 
will  often  appear  in  mj  narfalire.  I  Ihall  only  here  add  a 
few  particulars  which  I  now  learned  from  Ap^llodorus» 

The  mother  of  Plato,  faid  he,  wa$  of  the  fame  familj 
with  Solon,  our  legiflator,  and  his  father  derived  his  defcent 
from  Codrus,  the  laft  of  our  kings  %  who  died  about  feren 
hundred  years  agOb  In  his  youth,  painting,  mufic,  and  the 
various  exercifes  of  the  gjmnafium,  employed  the  whole  of 
his  time  ^«  As  he  was  bom  with  a  vigorous  and  brilliant 
imagination,  he  coropofed  dithyrambics,  tried  his  powers  in 
epic  poetry,  compared  his  verfes  to  thofe  of  Homer,  .and 
burnt  them  *  ^.  Imagining  that  the  theatre  might  indeipnify 
him  for  tikis  fieicrifice,  he  wrote  fome  tragedies  ;  bur,  whilft 
the  aftors  were  preparing  them  for  reprefentation,  he  became 
acquainted  with  Socrates,  fupprefied  his  pieces,  and  devoted 
himfelf  entirely  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  K 

He  now  felt  an  ardent  defire  to  make  himfelf  u£e&l  to  man* 
kind  K  The  Peloponneftan  war  had  deflroyed  every  principle 
of  virtue,  and  corrupted  the  public  gxanners.  The  glory  of 
reftoring  them  excited  his  ambition.  Agitated  night  and 
day  by  this  fublime  idea,  he  waited  with  patience  for  the 
moment,  when,  invefted  with  the  funâions  of  magiflracy, 
he  ihould  have  it  in  his  power  to  difplay  his  zeal  and  talents  ; 
but  the  rude  ûiocks  the  republic  had  met  with  in  the  latter 
years  of  the  war,  thofe  frequent  revolutions  which  in  fo 
âiort  a  time  exhibited  tyranny  under  forms  daily  more  ter- 


d  Laert.  lib.  $.  ^  $■ 

«  Id.  ibid.  §  I.     Sutd.  is  HXat. 

f  Id.  ibid.  §  4  et  5. 

*  While  throwing  them  into  the  fire, 
he  parodied  this  verfe  of  Homer  : 
**  Fwium,  drmn»  tuar.  Uù  TUêù  ufu  ywr 

Varytog  it  chut  : 


"  Vulean^  draw  war,  V//  PUtê  ajkaymt 
^  aidV 
Horn.  Iliad.  18.  v.  59».  Eaftath.  t. 
ii.p.  XI49.  Laert.  Uk  sS  4  et  5. 
S  ^liao.  Yaf.  Hift.  lib.  ft.  cop.  3c. 
^  JLaert  lib.  3.  $  5. 
i  Plat.  èp>ft.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  344. 
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i-ific,  the  death  of  Socrates»  his  inafter  and  his  friend,  and 
the  refledlîons  that  fuch  a  feries  of  events  gave   rife  to  in  his 
mind,  foon  convinced  him  that  all  governments  labour  undtr 
incurable  diforders  ;  that   the  affairs   of  mortals,  if  we  majr 
fo  fpeaky  afe  defperate  ;  and   that  they  will  never  know  hap- 
pinefs  till  philofophj  fliall  take   them   Under  her  guidance  ^. 
Abandoning,  therefore,  his  projeft,  he  rt [olved  to  increafe  hià 
fiock  of  knowledge,  and  to  dedicate  his  acquirements  to  the 
inftniâion  of  his  country.     With   this  view  he  travelled  to 
Megara,  into  Italy,  Cyreiiàica,  and  Egypt,  and  wherever  the 
human  mind  had  made  any  progrefs  in  improvement  ^ 
y  He  was  about  forty  yearsr  of  age  ^  when  he  undertook  his 
voyage  to  Sicily,  to  vifit  nM)unt  ^tna  '^.     Dionjfius,  tyrant 
of   Syracufe,  was  defirous   of   difcourfing  with   him.      Thé 
converfation  turned  on  happinefs,  juftice,  and   real  greatnefs; 
Plato  having  maintained  that  no  human  being  could  be  fo  ab- 
je£k  and  wretched  as  an  unjuft  prince,  Dionyiius   exclaimed 
in  a  rage,  ••  You  fpeak  like  a  dotard." — "  And  you  like  a 
tyrant,"  anfwered  Plato.    This  retort  had  nearly  coft  him  his 
life.     Dionyfius  would  not  fuffcr  him  to  go  on  board  a  gal- 
ley returning  into  Greece,  until  he  had  made  the  captain  pro- 
mife  to  throw  him  into  the  fea,  or  fell  him  for  a  (lave.     He 
was  fold,  ranfomed,  and  brought  back  to  his  country.    Some 
time  after,  the  king  of  Syracufe,  incapable  of  remorfe,  but 
deiirous  not  to  lofe   the  good  opinion  of  the  Greeks,  wrote 
to  him,  and  having  requefied   him  to  fpare  him   in  his  dif- 
courfes,  received  only  this  contemptuous  anfwer  :  "  1  have  not 
leifure  to  remember  Dionyfius  ®." 

On  his  return,  Plato  entered  on  a  mode  of  life  from  which 
he  has  never  deviated.  He  has  perfifted  in  abftainiilg  from  all 
public  affairs,  becaufe,  according  to  him,  we  are  no  longer  ca-^ 


k  Plat,  epift.  ^  t.  iti.  p.  316. 

1  id.  ilnd.  Cicer.  de  Finib.  lib.  i. 
cap.  99.  t.  li.  p.  a  A  8.  JLaert.  lib.  j. 
\  6.     Quiflt.  lib.  X.  cap.  lap*  81. 


"»  Plat.  ibid.  p.  324. 
"  Plut,  in  Dion.  t.  i.p.  95a.    Lacrf. 
lib.  3.  §18. 
^°  Lacrt.lib.  3.  §  19  et  ai. 
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pable  of  being  conduced  to  good»  either  by  perfaafion  or  bj 
force  ^  ;  but  coUeôing  tlie  fcattered  rajs  of  knowledge,  which 
he  found  in  the  countries  he  has  viiiced,  and  reconciling»  as 
,far  as  is  ^raâicable,  the  opinions  of  preceding  philofophers^  he 
has  compofed  a  fjftem  which  he  explains  in  his  writings  and 
his  conferences.  His  works  are  in  the  form  of  dialogues. 
Socrates  is  the  principal  interlocutor  ;  and  it  is  alleged,  that, 
under  the  fanâion  of  his  name,  he  has  given  the  world  mznj 
ideas  which  he  himfelf  has  conceived  or  adopted  ^. 

His  merit  has  created  him  enemieSi  and  he  has  drawn  others 
upon  himfelf  bj  the  poignant  irony  fcattered  through  hb 
produâions  againft  feveral  celebrated  authors  '•     He  puts  it» 
it  is  true,  into  the  mouth  of  Socrates  ;  but  the  addrefs.  with 
which  he  handles  it,  and  different  anecdotes  of  him  which 
might  be  adduced,  prove,  that^  in  his  youth  at  leaft,  he  had 
no  fmall  propenfity  to  fatire*.     His  '  enemies,  however,  do 
not  diHurb  that  tranquillity  which  his  fucceilès  or  his  virtues 
maintain  within  his  heart.     For  he  really  poffeiSss  virtues, 
fome  which  he  has  received  from  nature,  and  others  that  he 
has  had  the  courage  to  acquire.     He  was   born  impetuous  ; 
at  prefent  he  is  the  mildefi  and  mod  patient  of  men  '•     The 
love  of  glory  or  celebrity  fcems  to  me  his  predominant,  or 
rather  his  only  paflion  ;  and  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  he  ejt« 
periences  that  jealoufy  of  which  he  is  himfelf  fi>  frequently 
the  objeâ  "•     Difficult  and  referved  towards  thofe  who  prefs 
forward  in  the  fame  track,  open  and  communicative  to  thofe   " 
whom  he  himfelf  conduAs,  he  has  lived  with  the  other  dif« 
ciples  of  Socrates  on  terms  of  reftraint  or  enmity  *  ;  but  with 
his  own  in  the  utmoft  familiarity  and  confidence,  unremitting- 
ly attentive  to  their  progrefs,  as  well  as  to  Aieir  deficiencies, 
without  weaknefs  and  without  aufterity,  direâing  their  pro« 


P  Cicer.  Epift.    ad   Famil.   lib.    X. 
epift.  y*  t.  vii. 

^  Scncc.  cpift.  6.     Liert.  1. 3,  c  ss* 

'  Athcn.  lib.  11.  p.  joj, 

*  Id.  ibid.  • 


<  Senec.  de  IrS,  lib.  3.  p.  1x4.   Phf. 
t.  iî.  p.  10  et  551.     Athen.  lib.  2. 

P  59 

"  A  then.  lib.  11.  p.  506. 
*  Laert.  lib.  3.  cap.  34,  &c. 
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penfities  towards  wort^  objeâs  y,  and  correâing  them  by 
his  example,  rather  thaa  by  his  precepts  '•  On  their  fide,  his 
difciples  carry  refpeâ  even  to  idolatry,  and  their  admitatioa 
to  fanaticifm.  Nay,  you  will  fee  feme  of  them  afieCk  high 
and  round  (boulders,  that  they  may  have  fome  refemblance  to 
their  mailer  *  : .  like  the  courtiers  in  Ethiopia,  who,  when  the 
fovereign  has  fome  defeâ  in  his  perfon,  fcruple  not  to  muti* 
late  themfelves,  to  bave  the  honour  of  fimilicude^.  Such 
are  the  leading  features  of  his  life  and  charaâer.  You  will 
hereafter  be  better  able  to  judge  of  his  doârine,  his  eloquence^ 
and  his  daring  and  eccentric  flights. 

ApoUodorus,  as  he  concluded,  perceived  that  I  was  look« 
ing  with  furprife  at  a  tolerably  handfome  woman,  who  had 
introduced  herfelf  among  the  difciples  of  Plato.  Her  name  is 
Lafthenia,  faid  he  ;  (he  isa  courtefan  of  Mantinea  in  Arcadia  ^  ; 
the  love  of  philofophy  firft  brought  her  to  this  place  ;  but 
ihe  is  fufpeâed  of  being  retained  here  by  a  pailion  for  Speu- 
fippus,  Plato's  nephew,  who  is  fitting  by  her  ^.  He  made 
me,  at  the  fame  lime,  remark  a  young  Arcadian  girl,  named 
Axiothea,  who,  after  reading  one  of  the  dialogues  of  Plato, 
had  quitted  every  thihg,  even  to  her  female  dreCs,  to  como 
and  attend  the  leâures  of  this  phllofopher  ^  He  named  other 
women  to  m/?,  who  had  done  the  fame  by  means  of  a  finîilar 
difguife  ^. 

And  who  is  tliat  meagre,  lank  young  man,  faid  I,  near 
Plata,  who  lifps,  and  whofe  little  eyes  are  full  of  fire'? 
That,  replied  he,  is  Ariftotle  of  Stagira,  fon  of  Nicomachus 
the  phyfician,  and  friend  of  Amyntas  king  of  Macedon^. 
Nicomachus  left  a  confiderable  fortune  to  his  fon  ^  who  came 


'  Pint,  de  8aoît.Tiieod.  t.ii.  p.  ZJ5. 
2  Id.  dc  Adolat.  t.  ii.  p.  71. 
^  Id.  de  Auë.  Poet.  t.  il.  p.  26.  et  de 
Aduht.  p.  53. 
b  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  3.  p  J46. 
^  Laett.  i»  Plu.  lib.  3.  f  4^  ;  in 
1  Spenfipp.  Kb.  4»  {  2. 

^  AùsesL  l  7.  p.  «79. 1.  12.  p.  54^- 


^  lisert.  ia  Plat.  Hb.  3.  cap.  46*   ^ 
Themift.  orat.  23.  p.  195. 

f  Menag  in  Laert.  p.  I55. 

8  Laert  in  Arift.  lib.  5/5  x.    Plut. 
de  Aud.  Poet.  t.  ii,  p.  a6. 

b  Said,  in  Utàifi. 

l  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  5.  cap.  9. 

Uij 
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to  fettle  among  us  about  iive  years  ago,  being  then  about  feven* 
teen  or  eighteen  ^.  I  know  no  perfon  with  fo  powerful  an  un- 
derilanding,  or  more  aflldaoos  in  his  application.  Plato  difiio- 
guifhes  him  from  his  other  difciples,  and  finds  nothing  to  cen« 
fure  in  him  but  too  much  attention  to  drefs  ^ 

He  whom  jou  fee  near  Aridotle,  continued  ApoUodorus, 
is  Xenocrales  of  Chalcedon,  a  heavy  genius,  and  deftitute  of 
every  thing  pleafing  in  his  manner.  Plato  frequently  exhorts 
him  to  facrifice  to  the  graces.  Of  him  and  Ariftotle  he  fajs, 
that  the  one  has  need  of  the  rein,  and  the  other  of  the  fpnf . 
Plato  was  one  day  informed  that  Xenocrates  had  fpoken  ill  of 
him.  I  do  not  believe  ir,  faid  he.  The  perfon  infifted  on 
the  truth  of  what  he  had  affirmed,  but  he  would  not  be  con- 
vinccd  ;  proofs  were  offered  :  **  No,'*  replied  he,  "  it  is  im- 
poflible  that  I  ihould  not  be  beloved  by  one  whom  I  love  fa 
affectionately  ".'* 

What  is  the  name,  faid  I,  of  that  other  young  man,  who 
appears  to  be  of  fo  delicate  a  conflitution,  and  who  now  and  then 
fhrugs  up  his  fhoulders  »  ?  That  is  Demofthenes,  faid  Apol- 
lodorus.  He  is  of  a  good  family  ;  his  father,  whom  he  led 
when  feven.  years  old,  employed  a  coftfiderable  number  of 
flaves  in  the  manufaâuring  of  fwords,  and  furniture  of  different 
kinds  P.  He  has  jufl  gained  a  law- fuit  againft  hîo  guardians, 
who  attempted  to  defraud  him  of  part  of  his  property,  and 
pleaded  his  own  caufe,  though  he  is  fcarcely  feventéen*^.  His 
companions,  jealous  no  doubt  of  his  fuccefs,  give  him  the- 
nickname  of  ferpcnt^,  and  lavifh  other  difgraceful  epithets  on 
him,  which  he  fccms  to  draw  upon  himfelf  by  the  harihnefs 
that  he  manifefls  towards  others  ^.  He  intends  to  devote 
himfelf  to  the  bar,  and  with  this  view  frequents  the  fchool  of 


^  ApoU.  ap.  Lacrt.  lib  5.  cap.  9. 
Dionyf.  Haiic.  Epift.  ad  Anun.  c.  vi. 
p.  7i«. 

I  L.aert.  lib.  5.  cap.  i.  iilliap.  lib. 
3.  cap.  19 

»  Id.  in  XcDocr.  lib  4-  {  6. 

*  Val.  Max.  lib.  4«  iQ  çx:erii.  cap.  z. 


°  Plat.  X.  Orar.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  844- 

P  Demodh  in  Aphob.  i.  p.  896. 

*1  Demofth.  in  Aphob.  1.  p.  895  ; 
et  in  Onetor.  p.  911. 

^  Suid.  in  Anf».  .££chiD.  io  Tim. 
p.  ^80.  ct  de  FaU;  Lef .  p.  41& 

»  Plut.  X.  Orat.  Vit.  t,  ii  p.  847. 
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-iTaeas»  rather  than  that  of  Ifocrates,  the  eloquence  of  the  former 
appearing  to  him  more  nervous  than  that  of  the  latter.  Nature 
has  given  him  a  feeble  voice,  a  difficult  refpiration,  and  a 
difagreeable  mode  of  utterance  ^  ;  but  (he  has  endowed  him 
ivith  one  of  thofe  determined  minds  which  are  only  flimidat- 
cd  by  obfiacles.  His  objeâ  io  frequenting  this  place  is  at 
once  to  acquire  the  principles  of  philofophy,  and  to  improve 
himfelf  in  eloquence  "• 

The  three  pupils  you  fee  near  Demofthenes  are  attrafted 
"by  the  fame  motive.  The  one  is  named  iEfchinus  ;  that 
young  man  who  appears  fo  florid  and  heahhy  '•  Born  in  an 
obfcure  condition,  he  ezercifed,  in  his  childhood,  not  very 
lionourable  funâions  ^  ;  and,  poflei&ng  a  fine  and  fonorous 
voice,  was  next  brought  upon  the  fiage,  where  he  appeared, 
however,  only  in  fubordinate  charaâers  '•  His  mitid  is  not 
ideftitute  of  graces,  and  he  cultivates  poetry  with  fome  fuc« 
ccfs*.  The  name  of  the  fécond  is  Hypcrides^^  And  that 
of  the  third,  Lycurgus.  The  latter  is  of  one  of  the  moft  an- 
cient families  of  the  republic  ^« 

All  thofe  whom  Apollodorus  had  named  to  me  have  fince 
diftioguiflied  themfelves  ;  fome  by  their  eloquence,  others  by 
their  conduâ,  and  almo.ft  all  of  them  by  a  determined 
hatred  ^f  fervitude.  I  faw  many  foreigners  likewife,  who 
lifCened  with  the  deeped  attention  to  the  maxims  of  Plato 
concerning  juftice  and  liberty  9  but  who,  after  difplaying  fothe 
virtues  on  their  return,  either  attempted  to  enflave,  or  aâual- 
ly  fucceeded  in  impofing  chains  upon  their  country  ^  ;  tyrant» 
the  more  dangerous,  as  they  were  educated  in  the  deteftation 
of  tyranny. 


c  Jd.  ibid.  p.  844' 

"  Ciccr.  de  Orat.  lib.  i.  cap.  ao.  t.  i. 
p.  149.  Id.  in  Brut.  cap.  31.  t.  i.  p. 
^63.     Id.  Orat.  cap.  4.  p.  413. 

»  «>lut.  X.  Orat.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  840. 

^  Dcmoûh.  de  Falf.  Leiu,  p.  333. 


&c.    îd.  de  Corona,  p.  515  ct  jiéJ. 

*  Vit  ^fchin.  p.  41.     Plut.  ihi<^ 

*  ^fchin.  in  Timarch.  p.  aSi. 
b  Plut.  ibid.  848. 

^  Id.  ibid.  p.  841. 

d  Athen.  lib.  11.  cap.  15.  p,jro8« 
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âometisies  PUto  would  read  his  works  to  his  difeiples  ^  ; 
Et  others  he  propofed  a  qoeftion  to  them,  allowing  them 
time  to  meditate,  and  aecnfiomed  them  to  define  with  accu- 
racy the  ideas  thej  annexed  to  words  '•  He  ufaally  gmve  his 
leflbns  in  the  walks  of  the  academy  ^  ;  for  he  held  walking 
to  be  more  conducive  to  health  than  the  violent  czeictfies  of 
the  gymnafium  ^.  His  former  fcholars,  his  friends,  nay,  e- 
Ten  his  enemies,  often  came  to  hear  him,  and  others  were  at- 
traâed  by  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place. 

I  faw  a  man  arrive  there,  about  five  and  forty  \  without 
fiioes  ^  or  tunic,  '  with  à  long  beard,  a  flaff  in  his  hand,  a  wallet 
over  his  ihoulders,  and  a  cloak  S  under  which  he  held  a  live 
cock  dripped  of  its  feathers.  This  he  threw  into  the  middle  of 
the  aflembly,  faying,  ^^  Behold  the  man  of  Plato  °^,'*  and  in- 
ilantly  difappeared.  Plato  fmiled  °.  His  difciples  murmur- 
ed. Apollodorus  faid  to  me  :  Plato  had  defined  maa  to  be 
a  two«foûted  animal  without  feathers^  and  Diogenes  has  ta- 
ken this  method  to  ridicule  the  definition  as  inaccurate,  I 
took  this  Granger,  faid  I,  for  one  of  thofe  importunate  beg- 
gars to  be  met  with  in  every  opulent  and  poliflied  nation* 
He  does  indeed  beg  fometimes,  anfwered  my  companion,  but 
not  always  from  want.  Obferving  my  fnrprife  iùcreafe.  Let 
us  fit  down  £sdd  he,  under  this  plane  tree  \  1  will  give  you 
his  hiftory  in  a  £ew  words,  and  make  you  acquainted  with 
ibme  celebrated  Athenians  whom  I  fee  in  the  adjoining  wa&s. 
We  fat  down  facing  a  tower,  named  after  Tiraon  the  miiao- 
thropift^,  and  a  rifing  ground,  covered  with  verdure  and 
houfes,  called  Colonos  i^. 

About  the  time  that  Plato  opened  his  fchool  at  the  aca- 
demy, refumed   Apollodorus,   Antifthenes,    another  difeiple 


«  Laen.  lifc,  3.  J  yi, 
f  Epicr.ap.  Athen.  lib.  2*  c.  iS.p.  59. 
r  Lacrt.  1n  Plat.  lib.  3.  J  a  7^     JE- 
llan.  lib.  3.  cap.  19. 

J»  Flat,  in  Phsd.  t.  iii.  p.  227. 
i  Laert  lib.  6.  {  7$  et  79. 
k  Dion,  Chrilbft.  or»h  4-  p.  89. 


I  Lacrt.  ibid,  §  %%  et  43. 
°^  Id.  ibid  (40. 

*  Spier,  ap.  Athen.  lib.  a*  f.  59. 
°  Paofao.  Ub.  X.  cap^  30. 
^  Cicer.  de  Fin*  lib.  5,  cap.  i.  L  S* 
p.- 197. 
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of  Socrates  eftablilbed  one  likewife,  on  an  eminence  fituateA 
OB  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  city  ^.  This  philofopher  laboared, 
during  his  youth,  to  make  an  external  difplaj  of  the  moft 
rigid  virtue  ;  and  Socrateç^  penetrating  his  intentions,  one 
.  day  faid  to  him,  Antiilhenes,  I  fee  your  vanity  through  the 
rents  in  your  garment  '.  His  mafter  had  taught  him  that 
happinefs  confifts  in  virtue  ;  and  he  made  virtue  confiil  in  a 
contempt  of  riches  and  enjoyments  '  ;  and,  to  enforce  his 
maxims,  appeared  in  public,  ;(vith  a  ftaff,  and  wallet  over  hisi. 
(boulders,  like  one  of  thofe  unhappy  mendicants  who  ezpofe 
their  wretcbednefs  to  paflengers^.  The  Angularity  of  thia 
fight  procured  him  difciples,  who  remained  attached  to  him 
for  fome  time  by  bis  eloquence  "•  But  the  aufterities  hé  pre» 
fcribed  made  them  gradually  difappear,  and,  difgufted  at  this 
defertion,  he  fliut  up  his  fchool  ^« 

Diogenes  now  made  his  appearance  in  this  city.  He  had 
been  banifhed  from  Sinope,  his  native  country,  with  his  fa« 
ther,  accufed  of  diminifbing  the  coin^.  After  a  long  refift. 
ance  ',  Antiilhenes  imparted  to  him  bis  principles/  and  Dio*- 
^enes  prefcntly  gave  them  a  greater  extent.  Antiilhenes  fought  ' 
to  correâ  the  p^f&ons,  «-Diogenes  to  deftroy  them.  The  wife 
man,  to  become  happy,  fliould,  according  to  him,  render 
bimfelf  independent  of  fortune,  of  mankind,  and  of  himfelf; 
of  fortune,  by  braving  alike  her  favours  and  caprices  ;  of 
men,  by  diveftiog  himiielf  of  prejudices,  and  defpifing  cuf« 
toms,  and  even  laws,  when  not  conformable  to  his  undet« 
'  landing  ;  of  himfelf,  by  labouring  to  fortify  his  body  againft 
the  rigour  of  the  feafons,  and  his  mind  againft  the  allure- 
ments of  pleafure.  He  fometimes  lays,  '*  I  am  poor,  a  va» 
gabond,  without  country,  without  afylum,  and  compelled 
to  live  as  I  can  from  one  day  to  another;  but  I  oppofe  cou- 

4  Laert.  in  Antiûh.  lib.  6.  {  t  j.  |  "  Id.  ibid.  $  14. 

r  Id.  ibid.  (8.  I  X  jcHan.  Vflr.  Hid.  lib.  iè,  cap.  ll 

*  Id*  ibid.  I  $.  I  ^  Laert.  in  Diog.  lib.  6<  f  ao. 

t  tAcrt  in  Aatiûh.  Ub.  6.  $  13*  I  '  Id.  Ibid.  {  fti.    Aiiao.  ibid. 
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rage  to  fortunei  nature  to  the  laws,  and  reafon  to  the  paCi- 
fions*."  From  thefe  principles,  which,  in  their  refpeaive 
confequences,  may  lead  men  to  the  fummit  of  perfeâion,  or 
plunge  them  into  every  fpecies  of  diforder  *,  refults  a  con- 
tempt for  riches,  honours,  glory,  the  diftinâion  of  ranks, 
the  decorum  of  fociery,  the  arts  and  ibiences,  and  all  the 
comforts  and  embelli (hments  of  life^.  The  man,  created  in 
the  imagination  of  Diogenes^  and  whom  he  fometimes  goes 
in  fearch  of  with  a  lantern  ^  ;  that  being,  foreign  to  every 
furrounding  objcâ,  and  inacceilible  tp  every  thing  that  grati- 
fies the  fenfes,  who  (lyles  himfelf  a  citizen  of  the  world, 
though  he  claims  not  that  relation  to  his  native  land  ;  that 
man  would  be  as  wretched  as  unprofitable  in  polifiied  focie* 
ties,  and  never  did  exift  even  prior  to  their  origin.  Dioge- 
nes imagines  he  can  difcover  fome  faint  refemblance  of  him 
among  the  Spartans  :  **  I  have  found  men  no  where,"  (aid  he, 
'*  but  I  have  feen  children  at  Lacedasmon  ^J^ 

To  reprefpnt  in  his  owjn  perfon  the  man  of  his  idea,  he 
has  undergone  the  rudeft  trials,  and  emancipated  himfelf 
from  every  fpecies  of  conftraint.  You  will  fee  him  firug- 
gling  againft  hunger,  appeafing  it  witli  the  proffcft  aliments, 
refufing  to  gratify  it  at  entertainments,  where  the  table  is  cOf- 
^ered  with  abundance  \  firetching  out  his  hand  for  alms  to 
pafTengers  ^  ;  at  night,  fliutting  himfelf  up  in  a  tub  ;  expoGng 
his  body  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  under  the  portico  of 
a  temple  ^  ;  rolling  himfelf  in  fummer  on  the  burning  fand, 
and  in  winter  walking,  with  naked  feet,  amid  the-fnow^; 
fatisfying  all  the  wants  of  nature  in  public,  and  in  places 
frequented  by  the  dregs  of  the  people  ^  ;  CQuragcoufly  braving 


^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  38.  .£liaD.  lib.  3. 
cap.  29. 

*  Antifthenes  and  piogenes  were 
the  founders  of  the  Cynic  fchool,  and 
this  fchool  gave  rife  to  that  of  the 
ploies.  Cicer.  de  Orator,  lib.  3.  cap. 
17.  t.  i,  p.  a95. 

^  taert,  lib.  $.  J  a8.  71.  7a  tt  73. 


^  Id.  ibid,  f  41. 
d  Id.  ibid.  §  27. 
«  Id.  ibid.  5  67, 
f  Id.  ibid.  }  22  et  23. 
S  Id.  ibid,  i  «3  et  34. 
*»  Id.  ibid.  I  32  ct  66.    iElian,  Vir^ 
Hifi.  lib.  9.  cap.  19. 
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«nd  fupporting  ridicule,  infults  and  injaftice  ;  aâing  in  op- 
pofition  to  eftablilhed  cuftoms,  even  in  things  the  mofl  indif- 
ferent ;  and  daily  exhibiting  fcenes  which,  whilft  they  excite 
the  contempt  of  fenGble  men,  reveal  but  too  plainly  to  their 
ejes  the  fecret  motives  that  influence  his  conduâ.  I  one  day 
law  bim,  during  a  fevere  frofi,  embracing,  half  naked,  a  bra- 
zen (latue.  A  Lacedaemonian  afked  him  if  he  fuffered  pain. 
No»  faid  the  philofopher.  What  merit  is  there  then  in  what 
you  do  ?  replied  the  Lacedaemonian  K 

Diogenes  poflefTes  depth  of  underftanding,  firmnefs  of  mind, 
and  livelinefs  of  charaâer.  He  delivers  his  doârines  with 
fuch  perfpicuity,  and  explains  them  with  fo  much  energy, 
that  ftrangers  have  been  feen  to  li(len  to  him,  and  iuftantly 
abandon  all  to  follow  him  ^.  Believing  himfelf  deflined  to 
reform  mankind,  he  treats  them  without  the  fmalleft  defe- 
rence. His  fyftem  leads  him  to  inveigh  againft  vices  and 
and  abufes,  and  iiis  charaâer  unrelentingly  to  purfue  thofe 
who  are  guilty  of  them.  He  never  ceafes  to  attack  them  with 
the  weapons  of  fa  tire,  and  an  irony  a  thoufand  times  more 
formidable.  The  freedom  that  reigns  in  his  difcourfes  renders 
him  agreeable  to  the  people  ^  He  is  admitted  into  good  com- 
pany, which  he  ferves  to  enliven  by  ready  repartees  ",  fome- 
tiroes  happily  hit  off,  and  at  sail  times  frequent  ;  for  he  hefi- 
tates  at  nothing.  Young  people  court  his  company,  to  make 
trials  of  pleafantry,  and  avenge  thenafelves  of  iiis  fuperiori- 
ty  by  infults  °,  which  he  fupports  with,  the  moft  mortifying 
tranquillity.  I  have  often  feen  him  reproach  them  with  ex- 
preffions  and  aâions  that  put  modefty  to  thebluih^,  which 
inclines  me  to  believe  that  he  has  never  himfelf  been  guilty 
of  thofe  excefles  his  enemies  impute  to. him  p.  His  indecency 
lies  rather  in  the  manner  than  in  the  thing  really  cffcnûve  to 


i  Plut.  in-Apophth.  f.  ii.  p.  %s$, 
k  Laert.  lib.  6.  §  75. 
I  Id.  ibid.  §  43. 
ffllrf,ibi^}74. 


"  Id.  ibid.  §  33  ct  41. 
°  M.  ibid.}  46, 47, 65,66,  &c. 
P  Piut.  de  Scoic.  p.  1944.    Lacrt. 
ibid.  §  4Ô  «t  69. 
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good  morals  *i.  Eminent  talents,  great  Ttrtues,  and  prodigi* 
•tts  efforts»  will  never  make  more  of  him  than  a  fiagolar 
man  ;  and  I  fliall  always  fubfcribe  to  the  judgment  of  Plato, 
Deho  bid  of  him,  **  He  is  Socrates  in  a  phrenzy  '•" 

At  this  moment  we  law  a  man  pafs,  who  was  walking 
Howly  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  us.  He  appeared  to  be  aboij^t 
forty,  and  had  a  melancholy  and  penfive  air,  with  his  hand 
in  his  mantle**  Though  his  axtemal  appearance  was  ex« 
tremely  fimpTe,  Apollodorus  flew  to  accoft  him  with  a  re- 
SpeSL  mingled  with  admiration  and  fenfibility  ;  and  returning 
to  fit  down  by  me.  That,  faid  he,  is  Phocion,  a  name  that 
ibould  for  ever  awaken  in  your  mind  the  idea  of  integrity  it- 
felf^  His  birth  is  obfcure  ",  but  bis  foul  is  truly  fublime* 
«He  early  frequented  the  academy  ',  where  he  imbibed  tfaofe 
fttblime  principles  which  have  fince  guided  his  conduâ  ;  prin- 
'  ciples  engraven  on  his  heart,  and  as  immutable  as  that  truth 
and  juftice  from  which  they  are  derived. 

On  leaving  the  academy,  he  fervtd  under  Chabrias,  who(è 
impetuofity  he  moderated,  and  who  was  in  a  great  meafure 
indebted  to  him  for  his  viâory  at  Naxos  ^.  He  has  alfo 
found  other  opportunities  to  prove  he  poflrfles  great  military 
talents.  In  peace  he  cultivates  a  little  farm  ^i  that  would 
fcarcely  fupply  the  wants  of  a  man  the  moft  moderate  in  his 
defires,  but  which  furniflies  Phocion  with  a  fuperfluity,  with 
which  he  alleviates  the  wants  of  others  *.  He  lives  there 
with  a  fpoufe  worthy  of  his  lovie,  becaufe  fhe  merits  his 
efleem }  he  lives  there  contented  with  his  lot,  neither  a(ham- 
ed  nor  vain  of  his  poverty,  courting  no  public  employments'', 
but  accepting  them  to  difcharge  their  duties. 


<l  Bruck.  Hift  Philôf.  t.  i.  p.  SSx. 

'  ^liao.  Kb.  14.  cap.  33. 

•  Plot,  in  Phoc.  1. 1.  p.  743. 

<  Nep.  in  Pboc  cip.  I-  iBlian.lib. 
3.  cap.  47.  lib.  4.  cap.  i6.  Plut.  d$ 
Muf.  t.  ii.  p,  XI3X, 


**  Aliafi.  lb.  II.  cap.  43, 
*  Plut,  in  Phoc.  r.  i.  p.  743. 
y  Plut,  in  Phoc  t.  i.  p.  744. 
z  Nep.  in  Phoc.  cap.  U 
^  Suid.  in  4>«» 
^  Plttt  ibid.  745, 
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Yoti  will  never  fee  him  either  laugh  or  weep  %  though  he 
is  happj  and  fufceptihle  ;  his  ftrength  of  mind  is  faperior  to 
J07  and  grief.  Be  not  difmajed  at  the  dark  cloud  that  feems 
to  hang  over  his  eyes.  Fhocion  is  afiable,  humane,  and  in- 
dulgent to  our  foibles.  He  is  rigid  and  fevere  only  to  thofe 
who  corrupt  the  public  manners  by  their  examplesi  or  ruin 
the  flate  by  their  evil  counfels  ^. 

I  am  happy  that  chance  has,  in  fo'fhort  an  interval,  brought 
within  yotir  view  Diogenes  and  Fhocion.  By  comparing 
'  them,  you  will  find  that  the  former  never  makes  a  facrifice 
to  philofophy  without  pufhing  it  too  far,  and  proclaiming  it 
to  the  public  ;  whilft  the  latter  neither  âudies  to  diiplay  nor 
to  conceal  his  virtues.  I  fliall  go  farther,  and  aflert,  that,  at 
the  firft  glance,  you  may  decide  which  of  the  two  men  is  the 
genuine  philofopher.  Phocion's  cloak,  is  as  coarfe  as  that  of 
jDiogenes  ;  but  the  clcak  of  piogenes  is  ragged,  and  that  à( 
Phocipn  IS  not. 

After  Phocion  came  two  Athenians,  one  of  whom  was  re- 
marl^able  for  his  majedic  fixture,  and  a  conmianding  counte- 
ance  ^  That  man,  faid  ApoUodorus  to  me,  is  the  fon  of  a  fhoe« 
maker  ^  and  a  fon-In-law  of  Cotys,  king  of  Thrace  '.  His 
name  is  Iphicrates  ;  the  other  is  the  fon  of  Conon,  who  was 
one  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  age,  and  is  named  Timotbeus. 

Both  of  them',  placed  at  the  head  of  our  armies,  have,  for 
a  long  feries  of  years,  maintained  the  glory  of  the  republic  ^i 
both  have  ft  own  themfelves  capable  of  uniting  information 
with  talents,  refie£tion  with  experience,  and  ftratagem  with 
bravery  *.  Iphicrates  more  efpecially  diftinguiihed  himielf 
by  the  firiâ  difcipline  he  introduced  among  our  troops,  by 
the  prudence  that  direâed  his  eoterprlfes,  and  a  fcrupulous 
diffidence  which  has  always  kept  him  on  his  guard  againft  the 


^  Id.  ibid.  p.  743.    Id.  Apophth.  t 
ÎÎ.  p.  187. 

d  Id.  ibid;  p.  743  ct  746. 
^  Ncp.  in  Iphicr.  cap.  3. 
f  Plat.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  x86. 


S  Nep.  in  Ipbicr.  cap.  3. 
h.  Id.  in  Timoth.  cap.  4. 
i  Poly«o.  Straug.  lib.  3.  cap.  9  et 
10*    Kcooph.  Hift.  OrsBc  p  589. 
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enemy  ^.  He  was  much  indebted  ta  his  reputation  ;  and, 
therefore,  when  marching  agatnfi  the  Barbarians,  he  faid  :  '*  I 
am  only  afraid  of  one  thing  ;  that  they  have  never  heard  of 
Iphicrates  *." 

Timotheus  is  more  aftive  *,  more  patient,  left  Skillful  per- 
haps in  forming  projcâs,  but  endowed  with  more  conftancj 
and  firmnefs  when  they  are  to  be  carried  into  execution.  His 
enemies,  to  avoid  acknowledging  his  merit,  accufed  him  of 
being  lucky,  and  had  him  reprefented  fleeping  under  a  tent, 
with  Fortune  hovering  over  his  head,  and  coUeâing  a  round  him 
cities  taken  in  a  net.  Timotheus  was  ihown  the  piâure,  and 
pleafantly  obferved  :  **  What  ihould  I  not  do  then  were  I 
awake  °?'^ 

Iphicrates  has  made  fome  ufeful  changes  in  the  arms  of  the 
infantry  ^«  Timotheus  has  often  enriched  the  exhaufted  trea- 
fury  with  fpoils  taken  from  the  enemy.  It  is  true  that  he  has 
alfo  enriched  himfelf '.  The  former  has  reftored  fovereigns 
to  their  thrones  ^  ;  the  latter  has  compelled  the  Lacedaemoni- 
ans to  yield  to  us  the  empire  of  the  fea  ''.  Both  are  endowed 
with  the  powers  of  oratory.  The  eloquence  of  Iphicrates  is 
pompous  and  oftcntations  *  ;  that  of  Timotheus  «more  fimple 
and  perfuafive  ^.  We  have  ereded  ftatues  to  them  ^,  and  we 
ihall  one  day  perhaps  fend  them  into  banifhpient. 


k  Ncp.  in  Iphicr  cap.  i.  Plut.  A- 
pophth.  t.  ii.  p.  187. 

I  Plut.  ibid. 

^  Nep.  in  Timoth.  cap.  x. 

i^  Plut.  in  Syll.  t.  i.  p*  454.  Id. 
Apophth.  c.  ii.  p.  187.  ^lian.  lib. 
j^,  cap.  4i. 

0  Nep.  in  Iphicr.  cap.  z.    Diod.  Sic. 


lib.  15.  p.  $60. 

P  Nep.  in  Timoth.  cap.  r. 

^  Id.  in  Iphicr-  cap.  3. 

'  Id.  in  Timoth.  cap.  2. 

<  Plut.  de  Rep.  Gar.  t.  it.  p.  8zj. 

^  ^lian.  lib.  3.  cap.  16. 

"  Nep.  in  Timoth.  cap.  2.    Paufas. 
lib.  z.  cap.  %4. 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

9ïtf  Lyceum.'-^Gymnqfia. — Ifocrates. — Paltftra.^^Funerals  of^ 
the  Athenians^ 

ANOTHER  daj,  at  the  infiant  that  ApoUodocus  had  called  on 
me  to  pTopofe  a  i^alk  to  the  Lyceum,  I  ran  to  hîm',  exclaim- 
iog,  Do  you  know  him  ? —  Who  ?  —  Ifocrates^  I  have  juft 
been  reading  one  of  his  harangues  ;  I  am  enchanted  with  it* 
Is  he  ftill  alive  ?  Where  is  he  ?  What  does  he  do  ? —  He  is  in 
Athens^  anfwered  ApoUodorus.  He  profefles  eloquence*  He 
is  a  celebrated  man  ;  I  am  acquainted  with  him.  —  I  mud  fee 
him  to-day,  this  morning,  this  very  inliant.  — ^We  will  call 
«n  him  on  our  return  from  the  Lyceum. 

We  pafled  by  the  quarter  of  the  marlhes,  and  going  out 
6f  the  town  by  the  gate  of  ^geus,  followed  a  path  along  the 
Iliflus,  which  according  to  the  difference  of  feafons  is  an  im- 
petous  torrent,  or  peaceful  rivulet,  and  rufhes  along  with 
violence,  or  glides  gently,  at  the  foot  of  an  eminence  that 
terminates  Mount  Hymettos.  Its  banks  are  pleating,  and  its 
waters  generally  pure  and  limpid  ^.  In  the  environs  we  ikw 
an  altar  dedicated  to  the  mufes  ^  ;  the  place  whence  Boreas  is 
faid  to  have  carried  off  the  beautiful  Orithyia,  daughter  of 
king  Erechtheus  ^  ;  the  temple  of  Ceres  where  the  lefîer  my- 
(! cries  are  celebrated  ^  ;  and  that  of  Diana,  where  a  great 
number  of  goats  are  annually  faciificed  in  honour  of  the  §od- 
defs.  Before  the  battle  of  Marathon,  the  Athenians  had 
vowed  to  immolate  as  many  of  thefe  animals  as  they  fliould  find 
Ferfiass  dead  on  the  field.  After  tin:  viftory,  perceiving  that 
the  performance  01  fo  inconCderate  a  vow  would  Toon  cxhauiL 
the  flocks  of  Attica,  they  limited  the  number  of  vioims  ta 

0 
*  Plat,  in  Phsdr.  t.  ii.  p.  «29.  Spon.  I  Dionyf.  Pcricg.  ▼,  415. 
V^yag.  t.  ti.  p.  lai.  ^  Plat  ibid.     Paulas,  ibid.. 

^  Paulan.  lib.  i.  cap.   19.  p>   45.  r     '  Stcphfifli*^yç«. 
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five  hnndred  ^i  with  which  the  godded  was  pleaTed  to  be  coa« 
tented. 

Whilft  I  was  lifteoiog  to  thefe  détails,  we  difcoveied  a 
number  •f  peafaots  running  on  the  hill,  and  ftriking  on  bra- 
zen TciTelsy  to  attraâ  a  fwarot  of  bees  which  had  juft  left  a 
hive*. 

Thefe.  infe£b  are  extremelj  partial  to  Mount  Hymettus, 
which  they  have  filled  with  their  colonies,  and  which  is  cover- 
ed almojl  everj  where  with  wild  thyme  ^  and  other  odori- 
ferous plants.  But  it  is  chiefly  from  the  excellent  thyme  it 
produces  *,  that  they  extraft  thofe  precious  fweets  with'which 
they  compofe  a  honey  in  high  eûimation  throughout  Greece  '• 
It  is  of  a  white  colour,  verging  towards  yellow  ;  it  grows 
black  when  long  kept,  and  always  retains  its  fluidity  ^.  The 
Athenians  gather  a  vaft  quantity  every  year  ;  and  we  may 
judge  of  the  value  they  fet  upon  it  from  the  ufe  made  of  it 
by  the  Greeks,  who  employ  honey  in  their  paftry  ^,  as  well 
as  in  their  ragouts  ^  It  is  faid  even  to  prolong  life,  and  to 
be  particularly  falutary  for  aged  perfons  ^*  Nay,  I  have  feen 
fome  dîfciples  of  Pythagoras  preferve  their  health,  though 
they  took  no  other  nourifhment  than  a  little  honey  ^ 

Repafliag  the  Iliflus,  we  came  into  a  road  where  the  Athe- 
nians exercife  themfelves  in  the  courfe,  and  which  conduced 
us  to  the  Lyceum  °*.  ^  ^*' 

The  Athenians  have  three  gymnafia  appropriated  to  the 
education  of  youth '^  ;  that  of  the  Lyceum,  that  of  the  Cy« 


b  Xenoph.  de  Eiped.  Cyr.  lib.  3.  p. 
3CJ.  Plut,  de  Herodot.  Maliga.  t.  ii. 
p.  I62. 

^  Plat,  de  Ltg.  lib.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  843. 

à  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  6.  cap. 
7.  p.  678.  Piin.  lib.  19.  cap.  8.  t.  ii. 
p.  181. 

^  Antîph.  apud  Athen.  lib.  i.  cap. 
9%,  p.  fl8.  Alex,  apud  cuod.  lib.  14. 
p.  651 

f  Plio.  lib.  XI.  cap.  13.  t.  i.  p.  596. 
Id.  lib.  ax.  cap.  xo.  t.  ii.  p.  443*  Vano 


dc  Re  Roftic.  lib.  3.  cap.  16.  p.  374. 
Colum.  de  Re  Ruftic.  lib.  9.  cap.  4. 

S  GeopoD.  Hb.  15.  cap.  7. 

b  Athen.  lib.  3.  cap.  25.  p.  209.  Id* 
lib.  14.  p.  646. 

i  Hcfych.  in  'Twor^.      * 

k  Geopon.  ibid. 

1  Athen.  lib.  a.  cap.  7.  p.  46.  lib.  10. 
fcc. 

"  Xcnoph.  Hift.  Grsec.liff.  %.  p,476. 

°  flpian.  in  Timocr.  p.  8ao. 
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oofargea  ',  fkivted  on  an  eminence  fo  called,  and  that  of  the 
Academj-.  All  three  have  been  built  at  the  ezpence  of  the 
government;,  without  the  walls  of  the  city.  The  fécond  was 
£>rmerlj  fet  apaxt  for  illegitimate  children  ^» 

Thej  arc  fpaciaus  edifices,  furrounded  by  gardens»  and  a 
facred  grove.  The  iirft  entrance  is  by  a  fquare  court,  tviro 
fiadia  in  circumference  ^^  which  is  encompafled  with  porticos 
and  buildings.  On  three  of  its  (ides  are  lare  halls,  provided 
with  featSy  in  which  the  philofophers»  rhetoricians,  and  fo* 
phifts,  afTemble  their  difciples  '•  On  the  fourth,  are  rooms 
for  bathing,  and  other  praâices  of  the  gymaaGnm.  Tho 
portico  facing  the  fouth  is  double,  to  prevent  the  winter 
rains^  driven  by  the  wind,  from  penetrating  into  the  internal 
part. 

From  this  eourt  you  pafs  into  an  enclofure  likewife  fquare^ 
ihaded  in  the  middle  by  fome  plane-trees.  A  range  of  por-i 
ticos  extends  round  three  of  the  fides.  That  which  fronts 
the  north  has  a  double  row  of  columns,  to  ihelter  thofe  wha 
walk  there  in  fummer  from  the  fuo.  The  oppofite  portico  is 
called  Xyftus  *.  In  the  middle  of  this  portico,  and  through 
its  whole  length,  they  have  contrived  a  fort  of  hollow  way, 
aboot  twelve  feet  wide  and  nearly  two  deep,  where,  ihelter-i 
ed  from  the  weather,  Und  feparated  from  the  fpcâators  rang- 
ed  along  the  fides,  the  young  fcbolars  exercife  themfelves  in 
wreftliog.     Beyond  the  Xyftus  is  a  iladium  for  foot  races  ^ 

A  magiftrate,  named  the  gymnafiarch,  prefides  at  the  dif- 
ferent gymnafia  of  Athens.  His  office  is  annual,  and  con« 
ferred  on  him  by  the  general  afiembly  of  the  ft  ate  ^.  It  is 
his  duty  to  furnifli  the  oil  made  life  of  by  the  athletce  to  give 
fupplenefs  to  their  limbs  '.   He  has  under  him,  in  each  gym. 


^  Dcmofth.  io  Leptia.  p.  791-  Ltv» 
lib.  31.  cap.  34.     Laert.  lib  6.  )  13. 

P  Demofih.  in  Ariftoer.  p.  760.  Pittt. 
in  Themift.  t.  i.  p.  112. 

^  Vitfuv.  lib.  5.  cap.  II.  ' 

■*  Plat.  Euthyp.  1. 1.  p.  %,  Ifocra. 
Panath.  Cli.  p.  191.    Dcmct.  de  In- 


terp.  §  III.    Luckm.  Dialog.  Mort.  t. 

i.  p.  3»9' 

&  Xcnoph  ŒcoDom.  lib.  5.  p.  859. 
'  Vitruv.  lib.  5   cap   Ii. 
"  Demoûh.  tu  Leptin.  p.  544* 
^  Ulpian.  in  LcptiD.  orat.  p.  5  7S' 
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nafium,  feveral  officers,  fuch  as  the  gjmnaftesy  the  paido^- 
tribes,  and  others  ;  fome  of  whom  maintain  order  among  the 
youth,  and  others  teach  them  different  exercifes.  At  the 
head  of  thcfe  are  ten  fophronifts,  nominated  by  the  ten  tribes, 
to  whom  the  fuperintendance  of  the  morals  of  the  youth  is 
more  efpecially  committed  7,  and  all  of  whom  maft  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Areopagus  *. 

As  it  is  of  the  greateft  importance  that  confidence  and  fe- 
curity  fhould  prevail  in  the  gymnafium,  as  well  as  in  all  nu<» 
merous  aflemblies,  thefts  committed  there  are  punifhed  with 
death,  when  they  exceed  the  value  of  teii  drachmas  *. 

The  gymnafia  being  deemed  the  afylum  of  innocence  and 
modefty,  Solon  had  prohibited  the  people  from  entering  them, 
at  the  time  when  the  fcholars,  celebrating  a  feflival  in  honour 
of  Mercury  **,  were  Icfs  under  the  eye  of  their  preceptors  ; 
but  this  regulation  has  fallen  into  difufe  ^. 

The  exercifes  praâifed  there  are  ordained  by  the  laws,  fub- 
jeâ  to  certain  regulations,  and  animated  by  the  commenda- 
tions of  the  mailers,  and  llill  more  by  the  emulation  that 
fubfiils  among  the  difciples.  All  Greece  conGders  them  as 
the  mod  eOential  part  of  education,  as  they  render  men  ac- 
tive, robuft,  and  capable  of  fupporting  military  labours,  as 
well  as  the  leifure  hours  of  peace**.  Confidered  relatively  to 
health,  phjficians  prcfcribe  them  with  fuccefs  *.  Of  their 
great  utility  in  the  military  art,  it  is  impoffible  to  give  a 
higher  idea,  than  by  citing  the  example  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians. Tp  thefe  exercifes  were  they  indebted  for  thofe  vic- 
tories which  once  made  them  fo  formidable  to  othejr  nations  ; 
and,  in  later  tinnes,  in  order  to  conquer,  it  was  firft  neceffary 
to  equal  them  in  the  gymnallic  difcipline  ^. 


y  Stob.  Scrm.  5.  p.  77. 

*  Axioch.  ap.  Flat.  t.  hi.  p.  367. 

*  Dcmofih.  in  Timocr.  p.  791. 
b  ^fchin.  in  Tim.  p.  261. 

^  PUt.  in  Lyf  t.  ii.  p  a«4  et  206, 
^  Lucian.  de  Gymn.  t.  ii.  p.  901. 


^  Hippocr.  de  Dist.  Ub.  2.  t.  L  cap. 
39,  &c.  lib.  3,  cap.  zSf 

f  Arift.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  4*  ^-  "- 
p.  45 2#  Plut.  Sympqf.  lib.  a.  cap.  $. 
t.  ii.  p.  639. 
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But  if  the  advantages  refalting  from  this  îuflîtution  be  emi« 
neot,  its  abufes  are  not  lefs  dangerous.  Medicine  and  philo. 
fophy  both  concur  in  condemning  thefc  exercifes,  when  they 
cxhauft  the  body,  or  give  more  ferocity  than  courage  to  the 
mind  <• 

The  gymnalînm  of  the  Lyceum  has  bten  fucceffively  en- 
larged and  embelliflied  **.  The  walls  are  enriched  with  priint- 
ings  *.  ApoHo  is  the  tutelary  deity  of  the  place.  His  llatue 
is  at  the  entrance  *  ;  and  the  gardens,  ornamented  with  beau* 
tîful  alleys,  were  reftored  in  the  laft  years  of  my  refidence  ia 
Greece  ^  Thofe  who  walk  there  trre  invited  to  reft  them- 
felves,  by  feats  placed  under  the  trees  °*. 

After  having  been  prefent  at  the  exercifes  of  the  young 
men,  and  paffing  a  few  minutes  in  the  public  halls,  where 
important  and  frivolous  queftions  were  alternately  difcufled, 
we  took  the  road  leading  from  the  Lyceum  to  the  Academy, 
along  the  walls  of  the  city  °.  We  had  proceeded  but  a  little 
way.  before  we  met  with  a  venerable  old  man,  whom  Apollo- 
dorus  fcemed  particularly  glad  to  fee.  After  the  firft  com- 
pliments, he  inquired  whither  he  was  going.  The  old  mail 
anfwered,  in  a  flirill  tone  of  voice,  I  am  going  to  dine  at 
Plato's,  with  Ephorus  and  Theoporapus,  who  are  waiting 
for  me  at  the  gate  of  Dipylon. — That  is  exaftly  in  our  Toad, 
replied  ApoUodorus,  we  fhall  have  ^he  pleafure  of  your  com- 
pany.-^ But,  tell  me,  do  you  ftill  continue  then  to  love  Pla- 
to ®  ? — As  much  as  I  flatter  myfelf  I  am  beloved  by  him. 
Our  intimacy,  which  originated  in  our  childhood,  has  never 
fufFered  the  fmalleft  diminution.  He  has  not  forgotten*it  iii 
one  of  his  dialogues,  in  which  he  introduces  Socrates  fpeak» 
. , r 


s  Hippocr.  ibid.  li^.  3.  t.  i.  cap.  28. 
Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p-  410.  Aritt. 
At  Rep.  lb.  Id.  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  I. 
cap.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  151. 

h  Theopomp.  et  Pbilocb.  ap.  Suid. 
in  ilvx.,  Harpocr.  in  Av»'  Paufan.  lib. 
i.  cap.  39.  p.  75. 

Vol.  I. 


i  Xenoph.  Ezped.  Cyr.  lib.  7.  p.  425. 
^  Luclan.  de  Gymn.  t.  ii.  p.  887. 
Paufan.  lib.  z.  cap   19.  p.  44. 

1  Plut.  X.  Orat.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  84X. 
"*  Lucian.  ibid.  p.  895. 
"  Plat,  in  Lyf.  t.  ii  p.  103. 
°  Lacrt.  in  Plat,  lib.  3.  §•«• 
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ing  of  me  in  mod  honourable  terms  p. — That  praife  was  dtt^ 
to, you.  Every  one  remembersi  that  at  the  death  of  Socrates^ 
whilft  his  difeiples  took  to  flight  io  confternation,  you  ven* 
tured  to  appear  in  mourning  in  the  ftreets  of  Athens  \  And 
but  a  few  years  before  you  had  given  another  example  of 
ilrmnels*  When  Theramenes,  profcribed  by  the  thirty  ty* 
rants,  in  full  fenate,  took  refuge  by  the  altar,  you  rofe  up 
in  his  defence  ;  and  was  not  he  himfelf  obliged  to  entreat  yoa 
to  fpare  him  the  affliâion  of  feeing  you  periih  with  him  '  ? 
The  old  man  feemed  delighted  with  this  eulogium*  I  was 
impatient  to  learn  his  name,  but  ApoUodorus  took  a  pleafure 
in  concealing  it  from  me« 

Son  of  Theodorus,  faid  he  to  him,  are  not  you  of  the  fame 
age  with  Plato  ? — I  am  fix  or  feven  years  older  *  ;  he  muft 
only  be  in  his  fixty «eighth  year. — You  appear  to  be  in  good 
health. — Excellent  ;  I  am  as  well  in  body  and  mind  as  it  is 
poflible  to  be  *• — ^Thcy  fay  you  are  very  rich  "  ?— I  have  ac- 
coutred by  my  application  enough  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  a 
wife  man^.  My  father  had  a  maoufaâory  of  mufical  inftru« 
ments  ^.  He  was  ruined  in  the  Peloponnefian  war,  and  leav« 
ing  me  no  inheritance  but  an  excellent  education,  I  was  un- 
der the  neceiHty  of  living  by  my  literary  acquirements,  and 
by  turning  to  account  the  leiTons  I  had.  received  from  Gor« 
gias,  Prodicus,  and  the  ableft  orators  of  Greece."  I  drew  up 
pleadings  for  fuch  as  were  not  able  to  defend  their  own 
caufes  '•  A  diiicourfe  which  I  addrcfled  to  Nicocles,  king  of 
Cyprus,  procured  me  a  prefent  from  him  of  twenty  talents  *  ■. 
I  opened  a  courfe  of  public  lean  res  on  oratory,  and  the  num- 
ber of  my  difeiples  daily  increafmg,  I  have  reaped  the  fruit 
,of  labours  which  have  employed  every  moment  of  my  life.—* 


P  Plat,  in  Phxdr.  t.  iii.  p.  378. 
*î  Plat.  X-  Orat,  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  838. 
'  Id.  ibid.  p.  836. 

*  Lacrt.  Ib  Plat.  lib.  3.  cap.  4.  Plut. 
X.  Orat.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  836. 
c  Ifocr.  Panatb.  t.  ii.  p.  184. 
^  DiooyCHalic.  dc  Ifocr.  t.  ▼.  p.  537. 


3c  Ifocr.  ibid. 

y  Plot.  ibid.    Dionyf.  Halic.  ibid. 
.534. 

^  Cicer.  in  Bmt.  t.  i.  p.  346. 
*  108,000  livres  (4«jOoL) 
«  Plut,  ibid,  p.  838. 
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Aflmîc,  however,  that  notwithftandiog  the  feveritj  of  jouc 
manners,  you  have  found  time  to  dedicate  fome  of  thefe  mou 
mentd  to  pleafure.  You  had  formerly  the  handfome  M c  ta^ 
Hira,  and  in  a  more  advanced  age  took  to  jour  houfe  a  no 
leCs  amiable  cottrtefan^.  The  world  then  faid  of  you  that 
you  knew  how  to  reconcile  the  maxims  of  philofophy  vvith 
the  refinements  of  voiaptuoufnefs,  and  talked  of  that  fump'- 
tuous  bed  you  procured  to  be  made,  and  of  thofe  pillows 
which  exhaled  fo  delicious  an  odour  ^.  The  old  man,  fmiU 
ing,  did  not  deny  thefe  faâs.     ^ 

ApoUodorus  continued:  You  have  an  amiable ifamil 7, good 
health,  an  eafy  fortune,  and  numberlefa  difciples  ;  your  name 
you  have  rendered  illuftrious,  and  your  virtues  rank  you  a^^ 
mong  our  moft  refpeâable  citizens  ^  ;  with  fo  many  advan- 
tages you  mult  be  the  happieft  inaa  in  Athens.— Alas  !  an- 
fwered  the  old  man,  I  am  perhaps  the.  moil  wretched  of  mor« 
tals.  All  my  plan  of  happinefs  confided  in  obtaining  autho-i. 
rity  and  influence  in  the  date  ;  but  as,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is 
impoffible  to  acquire  weight  in  a  democracy  without  taking 
part  in  public  affairs,  and  Nature,  on  the  other,  has  given 
me  but  a  feeble  voice,  and  ezceflive  timidity  ^,  it  has  fo  hap-i 
pened  that^  with  a  capacity  every  way  equal  to  the  difcern* 
ment  of  the  true  intereils  of  the  date;  but  incapable  01  de- 
fending them  in  the  general  afiembly,  I  have  been  always 
violently  tormented  with  the  ambitioù  and  impoffibihty  of 
being  ul'eful,  or,  if  you  will,  of  obtaining  influence  ^.  The 
Athenians  receive  IciTons  of  eloquence  from  me  gratuitoufly  ; 
foreigners  lor  one  thouland  drachmas:  I  would  give  si  mil« 
Con  to  the  man  who  could  procure  me  a  proper  portion  of 
courage  with  a  fonorous  voice  <.— But  you  have  repaired  the 


0  Lyf.  Hertnip.  et  Stnt.  ap.  Athèn. 
Kb.  ij.  p.  59* 

^  Plut.  X.  Ont.  Vit.  t.  li,  p.  S39. 

^  Ifocr.  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  184. 

^  Ifoâr.  Epift.  ad  PhiT.  t.  i.  p.  %JO> 


Id.^pift.  ad  MityL  t.  i.  p  487.    Cîc« 
de  Orat.-  lib.  a.  cap.  3.  t.  i.  p.  194. 

f  Ifocr.  Panacha  c  il.  p«i85. 

^  Plat.  X.  Onit.  Vit  c.  ii.  p.  838. 
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injuries  of  Nature  ;  by  your  writings  you  ioftruâ  that  public 
you  cannot  reach  with  your  oratory,  and  who  are  unable  to 
refufe  you  their  efleero. — And  what  fignifies  to  me  the  efteem 
of  others,  if  I  cannot  obtain  my  own  ?  I  fometimes  carry 
the  mean  idea  I  entertsia  of  my  own  abilities  even  to  con- 
tempt *.  What  advantage  have  I  derived  from  them  ?  Have 
I  ever  been  able  to  obtain  public  employments,  the  offices  of 
magiflracy,  or  the  applaufe  and  honours  which  I  daily  fee 
beftowcd  on  thofe  bafe  orators  who  betray  the  ftate*?  Though 
my  panegyric  on  Athens  made  thofe  rhetoricians  bluih  who 
had  before  treated  the  fame  fubjeây  and  difcouraged  others 
from  again  attempting  it  ^^  I  have  always  fpokea  of  my  fuc- 
cefles  with  modefty,  or  rather  with  humility  ^  My  inten- 
tions are  pure  ;  I  have  never,  either  by  writings  or  accufk- 
tions,  done  injury  to  any  man  j  yet  I  have  enemies  °*— What 
then  !  muft  not  you  cxpeft  to  pay  the  tribute  of  your  merit 
by  fome  difquietude»  ?  Your  enemies  are  more  to  be  pitied 
than  yourfelf.  An  unwelcome  voice  perpetually  reminds 
them  that  kings,  generals,  ftatefmen,  hiftorians,  and  authors 
in  every  branch  of  literature,  are  numbered  among  your  dif- 
ciples  °  ;  that  whole  colonies  of  learned  and  ingenious  men 
from  time  to  time  iffoe  from  your  fchool,  who  fpread  your 
d^Ûrines  far  and  wide  ;  that  you  govern  Greece  by  your  pu- 
pils °  ;  and,  to  make  ufe  of  your  own  eXpreffion,  that  you 
are  the  (lone  that  whets  the  inftrument — True  ;  but  it  is  not 
the  done  that  cuts  '. 

But  envy,  added  Apollodorus,  cannot  at  leaft  deny  that 
you  have  promoted  and  improved  the  art  of  oratory  ^. — ^Yct 
this  is  the  merit  of  which  tliey  likewife  wiih  to  rob  me, 
Every  d^y  a  fet  of  audacious  fophifts,  and  ungrateful  teach- 


i*  Ifocr.  Panath.  t<  ii*  p.  184. 
i  Id.  ibid.  p.  189. 
^  Ifocr.  de  Antid.  t.  ii.  p.  404. 
i  Id  Paoatfa.  r.  ii.  p.  1^2. 
'^.Id.  dc  Antid.  p.  386,  390,  &c. 
»  Hi  ibid.  p.  38-8, 


°  Cicer.  Ont.  cap.  13.  ci.  p.  429, 
Dionyf.  Halicar.  de  Ifocr.  t.  v.  p.  536. 

P  Plut,  f .  Orar.  Vic.  t.  ii.  p.  83S. 

*>  Cicer.  de  Orac.  }ib.  a.  cap.  %%.  p. 
214.  Id.  Orat.  cap.  13.  p  429.  cap. 
52.  p.  464.  Naucrat.  ap.  Cicer.  de 
Orat»  Hb.  j-  cap.  44.  p.  3)1. 
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crs,  after  inculcating  on  their  fcholars  precepts  and  examples 
borrowed  from  my  writings^  renew  their  attacks  on  my  re- 
jputation  with  redoubled  ardour.  They  employ  themfelves 
on  fubjeâs  that  I  have  handled,  and  afTembling  around  them 
their  partizans,  compare  their  difcourfes  with  mine,  which 
they  have  taken  the  precaution  to  metamorphofe,  and  are 
mean  enough  to  disfigure  in  the  recital.  Suchrruel  ingrati- 
tude wounds  me  to  the  quick  '".  But  I  perceive  Ephorus  and. 
Xheopompus.  I  am  going  to  accompany  them  to  Plato's, 
and  mud  take  my  leave  of  you. 

The  inftanc  he  was  gone,  turning  haftily  round  to  Apollo- 
dorps,  I  afkcd  him,  Who  then  is  this  old  man,  at  once  fo 
ttnodeft  and  fo  vain  ;  fo  wretched,  though  poflefRng  fo  many 
of  the  cflentials  of  happinefs?  This  is  Ifocrates,  faid  ^he, 
whom  we  were  to  vifit  on  our  return.  By  my  queftions  I 
led  him  on  to  trace  out  to  you  the  leading  features  of  his  life 
and  charaâer.  You  have  feen  that  he  twice  gave  proofs  of 
courage  in  his  youth.  TJiis  effort,  apparently,  exhaufted  the 
Tigour  of  his  mind  4  for  he  has  paffed  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  apprebenfion  and  chagrin.  The  very  fight  of  the 
reft  rum,  which  he  has  prudently  renounced,  gives  him  fuch 
uneafinefs,  that  he  no  longer  attends  at  the  general  affem-i 
blies  *.  He  imagines  himfclf  furrounded  by  enemies  and  en- 
vious perfons,  becaufe  a  cabal  of  authors  whom  he  defpifcs 
judge  lefs  favourably  of  his  writings  than  himfelf.  It  is  his 
fate  to  be  perpetually  in  the  purfuit  of  fame,  and  never  to 
know  repofe  ^. 

Unfortunately  for  him,  his  works  abounding  in  other  re- 
fpeds  with  great  beauties,  furnifh  powerful  weapons  for  cri- 
ticilm  ;  his  ftyle  is  pure  and  fluent,  full  of  foftnefs  and  har- 
mony, fometimes  pompous  and  magnificent,  but  occafionally 

'  Ifocr.  Panath.  t.  li.  p.  190.     Id.  I      '  Plm.  X.  Orat  Vit.  t.  i].  p.  838. 
Epift.  ad  Philip,  t.  L  p.  277.  |      '  Ifocr.  Panath.  t.  i,  p.  184  et  187. 
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languid»  difiafe,  and  overcharged  with  ornaments, .  bj  vhici) 
it  is  disfigured  "• 

His  eloquence  is  not  calculated  for  the  di(cuŒons  of  popu- 
lar alTemblies,  nor  for  the  bar  '  ;  its  objeâ  is  to  foothe  the 
ear  rather  than  to  affeâ  the  heart.  It  is  painful  to  fee  fo 
eftimable  an  author  often  link  into  the  mere  fonorous  writer, 
reducing  his  art  to  the  fingle  merit  of  eloquence  ^  ;  laborioot 
Ij  fubjeâing  his  thoughts  to  words  '  ;  avoiding  the  concourfe 
of  vowels  with  a  puerile  afFeâation  *  ;  attentive  only  to  the 
rounding  of  his  periods,  and,  as  his  only  refource  to  produce 
fjmmetrj  in  their  component  members,  driven  to  (ill  them 
tip  *vith  redundant  words  and  mifplaced  figures  ^m  As  he  does 
not  fufficiently  diverfify  his  ftyle,  his  reader  at  laft  becomes 
cold  and  difgufled.  lie  is  a  painter  who  gives  the  fame  dra- 
pery and  the  fame  attitudes  to  all  his  figures  ^. 

His  diCcourfes  generally  turn  on  the  mod  important  topics 
of  morals  and  politics  '•  He  neither  perfuades  nor  carries  his 
reader  along  with  him,  for  he  does  not  write  with  warmth, 
and  feems  more  attentive  to  his  art  than  the  truths  be  is  an- 
nouncing ^  Hence,  poiDbly  it  happens  that  fovereigns,  of 
whom  he  has  in  fome  fort  made  himfelf  the  legiflitor  ^  have 
replied  to  his  counfels  by  rewards-  He  has  compofed,  on  the 
d^uty  of  kings,  a  little  work,  which  he  has  procured  to  be 
circulated  through  every  court.  It  was  fent  to  Dionyfius, 
tyrant  of  Svracufe  ff,  who  admired  the  author,  and  eafily  par- 
doned him  leflbns  from  which  he  felt  no  remorfe. 

"  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  cap.  7.  t.  5.  Plut,  de  Olor.  Atheo.  t.  ii.  p.  35c 
p.  286  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Ifocr.  t.  v.  Dinnyf.  Halic.  bîd.  p.  540.  Heroog, 
p.  537.  de  Form  lib  a.  p  388. 

^  Dionyf.  Halic    ibid.  t.  v.  p.  539.  ^  PhiVm.  ap.  Dion.' Halk.  dc  Ifocr. 

Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  la.  «.i.  p  429.         •       t.  ▼.  p.  559.   - 

y  Arift.  ap.  Cicer.  de  Orar.  lib.  3.  .       ^  Di  )nyf.  Halic.  ibid.  p.  535. 
Ctp  .15  t.  i.  p.  3T3.  *  Hermog,  dc  Formtt,  iib.  I.  p.a94« 

«  Dionyf  Halic.  ibi'î.  p.  558  '  ct  lib.  a.  p.  388. 

■  Qtiintil.  lib.   9.  cav    4.  *p.  593.      •    i   ifocr.  ad  Nicocl.  t.  i.  p.  /J.  Apb- 
Dionyf  Halic.  ibid-  p  538.     Demet#.     ton.  Profrymn.  p.  4. 
Haler.  de  Elocnt.  J  68.  S  Ifocr.  Orar.  ad  Pbîl.  t.  i  p.  ^C^ 

■  t>  Cic.  Orat.  cap.  la.  t.  i.  p.  4a9.  |  Socratic.  £piû.  p.  Cd. 
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Ifocrates  has  grown  old  in  compofingy  poUfliing,  repolifli- 
«ingy  and  recompofing  a  very  inconfiderable  number  of  works, 
fiis  panegjric  of  Athens  is  faid  to  have  coft  him  ten  years 
-application  ^*  Whilft  employed  in  this  laborious  ftrufture, 
he  did  not  perceive  that  he  was  erefting  it  on  foundations 
^hich  muft  inevitably  occafion  its  ruin*  He  lays  it  down  as 
«  principle,  that  it  is  the  nature  of  eloquence  to  magnify  lit- 
tle things»  and  to  diminiih  great  ones  ;  and  afterwards  en- 
deavours to  prove  that  the  Athenians  have  rendered  more  fer- 
-l^ice  to  Greece  than  the  Lacedaemonians  K  « 

Notwithftanding  thefe  faults,  to  which  his  enemies  add 
many  others,  his  writings  prefent  us  with  Co  many  happy 
€urns,  and  falutary  maxims,  that  they  will  always  ferve  as 
models  for  thofe  who  are  qualified  to  ftudy  them.  He  is  an 
«ble  rhetorician,  deftined  to  form  excellent  writers,  and  an 
enlightened  teacher,  attentive  t<o  the  improvement  of  his  dif- 
dples,  and  to  the  charaâer  of  their  genius.  Ephorus  o€ 
Cums,  and  Theopompus  of  Chios,  who  have  juft  taken  him 
from  us,  have  had  a  happy  experience  of  this.  After  in- 
fpiring  the  firft  with  energy,  and  repveffing  the  impetuoficy' 
of  the  latter  ^,  he  has  recommended  to  them  both  to  write 
hlftoxy  ',  and  their  firft  eflays  do  honour  to  the  (agaelty  of 
the  mafter,  and  the  abilities  of  the  pupils. 

Whilft  ApcUodorus  was  informing  me  of  thefe  particulars, 
we  croflcd  the  forum.  He  then  .conduced  me  by  the  ftreet 
of  the  Hermse,  and  brought  me  into  the  palfeftra  of  Taureas, 
facing  the  Royal  Portico  °*  *. 

As  Athens  poifeiTes  different  gymnifia,  it  contains  likewife 
feveral  palaeftras.  In  the  former  o£  thefe  fchools  youth  pur- 
fue  their  exercifes  ;  the  latter  are  fet  apart  for  athletae  by  pro^ 


b  Pltxt.  de  Glor.  Atheo.  t.  ii.  p.  350. 
.  QttintiK  lib.  xo.  cap.  4»    Phot.  Bibii- 
•th.  p.  1455- 

i  LoDgio.  de  Subi.  §  3S.^ 
^  Cicer,  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  t.  i. 
p,  ;S8«    Idem  dc  Ckir.  Ofac.  cap.  ^6. 


p.  383.    Quintil.  lib.  a.  cap.  8.  p.  105. 
Suid.  in  *'Ef«/i. 

i  Id.  lib.  2.  cap.  13.  t.  i.  p.  205. 

^  Plat,  in  Charmid.  t.  ii.  p.  153. 

*  See  plan  of  the  palaeftra. 
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feflion.  Wc  faw  a  number  of  thefe  who  had  carried  off  the 
prizes  in  the  games  inftituted  in  the  different  cities  of  Greece, 
and  others  who  were  afpiring  to  the  fame  honours.  Many 
Athenians»  and  even  old  men  ",  afliduonflj  refort  thither,  to 
continue  their  exercifes,  or  be  fpeâators  of  the  combats. 
'  The  palaedrae  are  nearly  of  the  fame  form  .with  the  gym- 
nafia.  We  vifited  the  apartments  appropriated  to  all  the  fpe- 
cies  of  baths  ;  thofe  where  the  wreAlers  leave  their  clothes, 
where  thej  rub  their  bodies  with  oil  to  render  their  limbs 
fupple,  and  where  thej  roll  themfelves  in  the  land  in  order  to 
give  their  antagonifts  a  hold  ^. 

Wreftling,  le:) ping,  tennis,  and  all  the  exercifes  of  the 
Ljceum,  were  here  repeated  before  us  with  greater  varieties, 
and  with  more  (Irength  and  ikill  on  the  part  of  the  per- 
formers. 

Among  the  different  groups  Eefore  us,  we  diflinguifhcd 
men  of  the  mod  pcrfedl  beautj,  and  worthy  of  ferving  as 
models  for  artifts  ;  fome  with  vigorous  and  boldly  marked 
outlines,  as  Hercules  is  reprcfented  ;  and  others  of  a  more 
ilim  and  elegant  fhape,  as  Achilles  is  defcribed.  The  former, 
devoting  themfelves  to  wrediing  and  boxing,  had  no  objeft 
but  to  increafc  their  bodily  ftrength  ^  ;  the  latter,  educated  to 
lefs  violent  exercifes,  fuch  as  running,  leaping,  &.c.  confined 
themfelves  to  acquirements  of  agility. 

Their  regimen  is  fuited  to  the  different  exercifes  for  which 
they  are  deiigned^  Some  of  them  abdain  from  women  ^  and 
wine  ;  others  lead  a  very  abdemious  life  ;  but  thofe  who 
make  laborious  exertions,  dand  in  need  of  a  great  quantity  of 
fubiiantial  food,  fuch  as  roaded  beef  and  pork,  to  redore 
thc!r  d^ength^  If  they  require  only  two  minae  a  day,  with 
bread  in  proportion,  they  give  a  very  favourable  idea  of  their 


"  Id.  Ac  Rep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p,  453. 
®  Mem.  de  i'Acad.  de»  Bell.  JLcttr. 
,  Î.  Hift.  p.  99 
P  Plar.  de  Rep,  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  410. 
«  Id,  dc  4-cg.  lib,  8,  I.  ii.  p.  840. 


^  Hipp.  Epid.  lib.  5.  t.  i.  p.  788. 
Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  p.  411.  P!ut.  in 
Arat.  t.  i.  p.  icaSf  Mem.  dc  TAcad, 
des  Bell.  Lettr.  p.  7,iî, 
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temperaûce  *•  But  feveral  are  mentioned  who  have  made  a 
terrible  confumption  of  p^ovifions.  Theagenes  of  Thafos, 
for  inllance,  is  faid  to  have  eaten  a  whole  ox  in  a  day  '•  The 
fame  exploit  is  attributed  to  Milo  of  Grotona,  whofe  ufual 
quantity  of  food  for  a  day  was  twenty  minx  of  meat»  as 
many  of  bread*,  and  three  congii  of  winef  "•  It  is  faid 
likewife  that  Atljdamas  of  Miletus,  when  at  the  table  of 
Ariobarzanes  the  Perfian  (atrap,  devoured  alone  the  f upper 
prepared  for  nine  guefts  *.  Thefe  (lories,  no  doubt  exagge- 
rated, prove  at  lead  the  idea  generally  entertained  of  the 
voracity  of  this  clafs  of  wreftlers.  When  they  are  able  to 
gratify  it  without  danger,  they  acquire  extraordinary  (trength  : 
their  ftature  becomes  fometimes  gigantic,  and  their  adverda- 
ries,  ftrnck  with  terror^  either  decline  entering  the  lifts,  or 
iink  under  the  weight  of  their  enormous  bodies. 

They  are  fo  oppreiTcd  by  excefs  of  nutriment  as  to  be 
obliged  to  pafs  part  of  itheir  lives  in  a  profound  fleep  ^,  and 
foon  become  fo  extremely  corpulent  as  to  be  np  longer  known 
to  be  the  fame  perfons  '  :  this  is  fucceeded  by  diforders  which 
render  them  as  wretched,  as  they  have  always  been  unfervice- 
able  to  thcii  couniry  ^  ;  for  it  cannot  be  denied  that  wxeft- 
ling,  boxing,  and  all  thofe  combats  difputed  with  fo  much 
furyand  obdinscy  in  the  public  folemnities,  are  no  longer 
any  thing  but  oflentatious  exhibitions,  fince  taâics  have  beea 
brought  to  perfeâion.  Egypt  at  no  time  adopted  them,  as 
they  give  only  a  temporary  ftrength  ^.  Laced  aemon  has  cor« 
reâed  their  inconveniences  by  the  wifdom  of  her  inftitutions. 
In  the  other  ftates  of  Greece  men  have  difcgvered  that,  by 
fubjeâing  their  children  to  them,  they  incur  the  rilk  of  in- 


'  Galeo.de'Dignot.Pulf.  lib.  1.  cap. 
9.  Mem.  de  i'Acad.  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  i.  p.  aai,  3cc. 

<  Poleidip.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  zo.  cap. 
«.  p.  414. 

^  About  18  poonds. 

f  About  15  FrcQch  pints  (or  EogHfh 
quarts  nearly). 


"  Thcodor.  ap.  Athen.  ibid. 

*  Athen.  ibid.  p.  413. 

y  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  p.  404. 

2  Ariilot.  de  Gener.  lib.  4.  cap.  2* 
p.  II 21. 

^  Euripid.  ap.  Athen.  lib,  10.  cap, 
a.  p.  413. 

t>  Died.  Sic.  lib.  j.  p.  73* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


33d  TltAVELS  IN  GR£EU. 

Jttring  their  (hape,  and  preventiag  their  growth  «  ;  and  that| 
in  a  more  advanced  age,  profefled  wreftlers  never  make  good 
foldiers,  becaufe  they  are  unable  to  fupport  huqger,  thirft, 
watching,  the  fmalleft  wants,  or  the  moft  trifling  deviatioa 
from  their  ufual  habits'. 

On  coming  ont  of  die  palatfira,  we  learned  that  Telaira, 
the  wife  of  Pyrrhus,  a  relation  and  friend  of  ApoUodorus, 
had  been  fuddenly  taken  ill,  and  that  her  life  was  in  irnmi* 
nent  danger }  the  branches  of  laurel  and  acanthus,  which  it 
is  cuftomary  to  fufpend  at  the  houfe  of  a  fick  perfoo,  haS 
been  feen  at  her  door  ^  We  immediately  battened  thithery 
and  found  the  relations  of  the  family  crowding  around  her 
))ed,  and  addreffing  prayers  to  Mercury,  the  condu&or  «f  de- 
parted fpirits^,  while  the  unhappy  Pyrrhus  was  taking  his 
laft  farewell  of  his  affcdionate  wife  ^.  With  difficulty  he 
was  forced  away  from  this  fcene.  We  drove  to  remind  him 
of  the  leflbns  wliich  he  had  received  at  the  academy,  thofe 
leflbns  fo  fpecleus  in  profperity,  but  fo  impertinent  in  afflic- 
tion. •••  O  phtlofophy,*'  exclaimed  he,  «*  yefterday  thou 
commandedft  me  to  love  my  wife,  today  thou  forbiddeft  me 
to  lament  her'*!"  Yet  after  all,  faid  we  to  him,  your  teais 
cannot  reftore  her  to  life.  «*  Alas  !"  replied  he,  .M  that  rcficc- 
lion  only  makes  them  flow  fatter  '•'* 

As  foon  as  (be  expired,  the  whole  houfe  refounded  with 
cries  and  lamentations.  The  body  was  waflied,  perfumed 
with  odoriferous  cflences,  aAd  clothed  in  a  coftly  garment  ^ 
On  her  head,  which  was  covered  'with  a  veil,  was  placed  a 
chaplet  of  flowers  '  ;  in  her  hands  a  cake  of  flower  and  honej, 

'         r. a 

^  AxiCtot.  lib.   8.  cap.  4.  t.   ii.  p. 

ti  Plut,  in  Philop.  t.  i.  p.  357. 

^  Laerc.  in  Bioo.  lib.  4.  {  57.  Ety- 
pciûlog.  Magn.  in  A»nif.  Bod  io 
Theophr.  Hift  Plant  lib.  3.  cap  17 
p.  158. 

f  Homer.  OdyA".  lib.  14.  y.  9.  Ety^ 
tuolog.  M^n.  in  '£|/J. 


^  Enripid.  in  Alceft.  ▼.  39Z« 

b  Stob.  Serm.  97.  p.  539. 

i  Id.  Serm  121.  p.  613. 

k  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  «4.  v.  587.  Id 
in  Qdyfl*.  lib.  24.  vcrf.  44.  enripid. 
ia  Phsoifl'.  v.  1626,  ct  1329.  Id.  ^ 
Alccfi.  V.  158  Sophod.  in  Eleâr.  v. 
1 145.     Luciaxi.  de  Lvét,  t.  u.  p.  916. 

I*  Euripid.  ia'I'I>ppol.  t.  14^8. 
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to  appcafe  Cerberus  ^  ;  and  ia  her  mouth  a  piece  of  motiej^ 
of  the  iralue  of  one  or  two  oboli,  to  pay  Gharon  ^  ;  and  io 
this  (late  flie  laj  espoied  for  a  whole  day  in  the  veftibule  of 
the  houfe.  At  the  door  flood  a  veiTel  of  luftral  water^  to  pii« 
rify  thofe  who  might  touch  the  corpfe  f  • 

This  expofure  is  deemed  neceflary  to  afeeitain  that  the  per. 
fon  is  really  deceafed  ^^  and  died  a  natural  death  %  It  is  forne* 
(imes  continued  even  to  the  third  day  f. 

The  time  of  the  funeral  was  announced  ;  which  we  were 
obliged  to  attend  before  fun  rife  *»  the  laws  prohibiting  the 
choice  of  any  other  hour,  that  a  ceremony  fb  mournful  may 
not  degenerate  into  a  fcene  of  oftentation.  The  friends  and 
relations  were  invited  ^  We  found  women  about  the  cofiin 
making  loud  lamentations  "  ;  fome  of  whom  cut  off  locks  of 
their  h^ir,  and  laid  them  by  the  fide  of  Telaira,  as  pledges 
of  their  affeâion  and  grief*.  The  body  was  placed  on  a  car, 
in  a  coffin  of  cyprefs  wood  y.  The  women  followed  the- 
corpfe  ;  the  men  walked  before  it  ^^  fome  with  their  heads 
Ihaved,  but  all  with  downcaft  eyes,  and  clothed  in  black  *. 
They  were  preceded  by  a  band  of  muficians,  who  played  and 
fiing  melancholy  airs  '*.  We  afterward  repaired  to  a  houfe 
belonging  to  Pyrrhus  near  Phalerum,  where  the  aihes  of  his 
ancefiors  were  depofited  ^. 


^  Ariftoph  in  Lyiift.  V.  60X.  Schol. 
jb.    Id.  in  Ecdef.  ▼  534. 

"  Anftoph  i.  Ran  v.  140.  Schol. 
lb.  ▼.  172.  Luciai'.  ibid.  Epigr.  Lu. 
cil.  in  Aothol  p.  a 68. 
'  ^  Euripid.  in  Alccft.  ▼.  loo.  Ari- 
ftoph. in  Ecdcf.  Y.,1025.  Poll.  lib.  8. 
cap.  7  5  6^«  Hefych  in  ^A^,  Ciu 
*iattb  in  TheopKiaft.  cap.  x6. 

P  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  12.  p.  959. 

«  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  -/ .  §  65.     • 

'  Jungerm.  in  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  I4. 
{X46 

**  Demoft.  in  Macart.  Callim.  Epigr. 
in  Aiithol  lib.  3.  p.  377. 
•    «  Ariftor.  dc  Morib.  lib.  9.  cap.'  %■ 
t.ii.'p.  X18. 


"  Buripid  in  Alceil-  ▼.  Ï03. 

^  Id.  V.  102.  Sophocl.  in  Ajac.  y. 
1 192  Kirchm.  de  .Funerib.  Ub.  i. 
cap  13  ct  15. 

y    t  huc\  ().  lib.  2.  cap.  34. 

*  Demoilh.  in  Macait.  p.  IO37. 
Lyf.  de  Casdc  Eratoft.  p.  5.  Teienc. 
in  Andr.  a^.  i.  fcen.  i.  v.  90. 
'  "  Xcnoph.  Hift.  Grac.  lib.  I.  p. 
449.  Euripid.  Iphig.  in  Aul.  ▼.  1438 
et  1449- 

b  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  24.  ▼.  721. 
Euftarh  p.  1372.  Plac.  de  Leg.  lib. 
7.  r.  ii.  p.  800.  Athen.  lib.  14.  cap.  3. 
p.  619. 

'  Dcrn  ofth.  in  Macart.  p.  104c. 
Id.  in  CallicJ.  p.  XZ17, 
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The  praé^tcé  cf  interring  dead  bodies  was  ancieotlj  com« 
mon  to  mod  nations  \  that  of  burning  them  has  in  later 
times  prevailed  among  the  Greeks  ^  ;  at  pvefent  it  feeras  to  be 
confidered  as  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  we  refiore  oni 
remains  to  the  earth,  or  commit  them  to  the  flames  ^.  The 
body  of  Telaira  was  laid  on  a  pile,  and  when  confumed,  the 
neareft  relations  coUeâed  the  aihes  <,  and  buàcd  the  am  which 
contained  them  in  the  ground. 

During  the  ceremony,  libations  of  wine  were  made.  Some 
of  the  garments  of  Telaira  were  thrown  into  the  fire,  while 
her  name  was  invoked  aloud  **  ;  and  thiâ*  eternal  valediâioa 
Redoubled  thofe  tears  which  had  never  ceafed  to  flow  from 
every  eye. 

We  were  next  fummoned  to  the  funeral  repaft,  where  the 
converfation  turned  on  the  virtues  of  Telaira  K  On  the  ninth 
and  thirtieth  days,  her  relations,  habited  in  white,  and 
crowned  with  flowers,  again  aifembled  to  pay  new  honours 
to  her  manes  ^  ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  they  (hould  meet 
annually,  on  her  fairth^day,  to  lament  her  lofs,  as  if  it  were 
Oill  recent.  This'afTeâionate  anniverfary  is  frequently  per- 
petuated in  a  family,  in  a  fociety  of  friends,  and  ampng  the 
difciples  of  the  fame  philofopher  ^  The  regret  tefiîfied  on 
thefe  occaiions  is  renewed  at  tbo  general  fefiival  vf  the  dead, 
which  is  celebrated  in  the  moj^h  Anthefterion  *^.  I  have 
more  than  once  likewife  feen  individuals  approach  a  tomb, 
leave  there  a  part  of  their  hair,  and  make  art}und  it  libations 
df  water,  wine,  milk,  and  honey  ". 


d  Cîcer.  de  Leg.  lib.  a.  c,  %%.  t.  iii. 
p.  155.     Kir  chip,  de  Funer.  1.  i.  c.  %. 

*  Homer,  pailim.  Thucyd.  lib.  a. 
cap.  52.  TercDt.  in  Afldr.  aâ.  i.  fcen. 
Z.  Luciam  de  Lndt.  c.  21.  t.  ii.  p.  932. 

f  Plat,  in  Phxdon.  t.  i.  p.  1 1 5. 

t  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  23.  v.  352- 
lib.  24.  V.  793. 

h  Id.  lib.  23.  V.  221. 

i  Id.  lib.  24.  ▼.  8c2.    Demofth. 
Cor.  p.  ^20,    Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib\ 


Id. 


de 
2. 


cap.  25.  t.  iii.  p.  T58- 

k  M«us  dc  Cyron.  Herod,  p.  73. 
Poll.  lib.  3  cap.  19.  §  102.  Id.  lib.  i. 
cap.  7.  §  66.  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  14.  {  X46. 
Jungerm.  ibid. 

I  Meurf.  Grace.  Fer.  in  r»u. 

*  Correfponding  with  our  mofitlM 
of  February  and  March. 
.  "»  Mcurf.  Grace.  Fer.  in  Ni«u^. 

'  Pott.  Arcbsol.  lib.  4.  cap.  5.  et  8. 
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Lets  attentive  to  the  orig.in  of  thefe  rites  than  to  tho  feati« 
ment  by  which  thej  are  preferved,  I  coald  not  bat  admiro 
the  wifdom  of  the  ancient  legiflators,  who  taught  that  fepnU 
ture  and  its  attendant  ceremoniee  are  to  be  confidered  as  things 
facred.  Thej  encouraged  that  ancient  opinion,  .thatr  the  foul, 
having  left  its  habitation  the  bodj,  is  flopped  on  the  banks 
of  the  Styx,  tormented  with  the  defire  of  reaching  the  place 
of  its  deftination,  and  that  it  appears  in  dreams  to  the  furvi- 
vors,  who  ihould  intereft  thetnfelves  in  its  fate,  until  they 
ihall  have  withdrawn  its  mortal  relics  from  the  eye  of  day^ 
and  the  injuries  of  the  weather  <*. 

Hence  that  anxiety  to  procure  it  the  deûred  repofo  ;  hence 
the  injunftion  impofed  on  the  traveller  to  cover  with  earth  a 
corpCe  whieh  he  may  find  upon  his  road  ^  ;  and  hence  the  pro« 
found  veneration  in  which  tombs  are  held,  and  the  (evere 
laws  againfl  all  who  violate  them. 

Hence  alfo  the  ceremonies  pra&ifed  with  refpeâ  to  thofe 
who  are  fwaltowed  up  in  the  waves,  or  die  in  foreign  Goan«« 
tries»  when  it  is  impoiCble  to  recover  theii» bodies.  Their 
companions,  previous  to  their  departure,  thrice  invoke  them 
with  a  loud  voice,  and,  by  facriâces  and  libations,  flatter 
themielves  that  they  have  brought  back  their  manes  ^,  to 
which  they  fometimes  ereâ  cenotaphs,  a  kind  of  funeral  mom 
numents  held  in  almofi  equal  veneration  with  tombs. 

Anxong  the  citizens  who  enjoyed  an  eafy  fortune  when  a« 
live,  ibme,  conformably  with  ancient  ufage,  have  only  a  foaall 
colunm  ereâed  over  their  afiies,  with  their  name  infcribed  oa 
it;  others,  in  contempt  of  the  laws  which  condemn  oflentation, 
and  all  pretenfions  to  fiâitious  forrow,  perpetuate  the  memo-* 
mory  of  their  deceafed  relations  by  elegant  and  m^nificen( 
ilruâures,    ornamented  with    ftatues,    and    embelliihed    by 


^  Homer.  lUad.  lib.  23.  t.  83.    Eu-  1      ^  Homer.  OdyiT.  lib.  I.  ▼.  64.    Eu- 
ftath.  ibid.  t  ûath.  ibid.  p.  1614-    Piu4-  Ffth*  4* 

P  Sopbod.  io  Aotiç.  v.  %6ik,   Sch«l.  I  v«  483.    Sch«L  ibid, 
ibid.  ^.Itan.  Vu.  Hift.  lib.  5.  cap.  14.  I 
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the  atts  '•     1  have  feen  a  fioDipls  freed  aian  expend  two  tU 
knts  ♦  for  a  monument  to  his  wife  •. 

Between  the  paths  in  which  men  ftray,  either  from  the  ex« 
cefs  or  the  default  of  fentiment,  the  laws  have  pointed  out  a 
traâ  from  which  no  citizen  is  allowed  to  deviate.  They  ei(- 
clode  from  the  firft  dignities  of  the  magiftracjr  the  uograteful 
fon,  who,  At  the  death  of  the  authors  of  his  heing,  has  ne- 
gle£ked  the  duties  of  nature  and  religion  ^  They  command 
all  perfons  attexfdmg  at  a  funeral  to  reCpeâ  decency  eyen  in 
^etr  ezprei&ons  of  affliâion  and  defpair.  Let  no  one»  lay 
they,  infufe  terror  into  the  minds  of  the  fpeâators,  by  pierc* 
ing  (brieks  and  terrifying  lamentatations  ;  above  all,  let  not 
the  women  tear  their  faces,  as  was  formerly  the  cuftom  '• 
Who  would  imagine  that  it  would  ever  be  neceflary  to 
compel  the  latter  to  be  careful  of  the  preiervation  of  their 
beauty? 


CHAP.     IX. 
Jêurney  to  Corintb.^^Xenopbon^^^^imokotU 

On  our  arrival  in  Greece,  we  had  learned  that  the  Eleanii 
having  taken  pofieflion  of  a  fmall  town  in  Peloponnefus,  called 
Scillusy  where  Xenophon  rcfided,  he  had  removed  with  his 
ions  to  Corinth  *.  Timagenes  was  impatient  to  fee  him.  We 
fet  out,  therefore,  taking  with  us  Philotas,  whofe  family 
was  on  terms  of  hofpitality  with  that  of  Timodemus,  one  of 
the  mod  ancient  hoafes  of  Corinth  ^.  We  traVerfed  Elcufis, 
Megaris,  and  the  lilhmus,  but  were  too  much  hurried  to  at^ 
tend  to  the  onjefts  we  met  with  on  our  journey. 


»  PBufaB.  lib.  I.  c«p.  iS.  p.  43-  I      "  Ciccr.  de  Leg.  lib.  %.  cap.  a^ 

*  lo  8oo  livrée  .4501.;  ^  I  p»  158 

*  Demufth.  in  Steph.  1.  p.  980.  1      '  Laert.  in  XeiH>ph.  lib.  %»\Sh 
<  Xcaoph.  Mcmor.  p.  743.  I      '  Plat*  ia  Timol.  t.  L  p.  %lf- 
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f  imodenms  himfelf  coodaâed  us  to  the  houfe  of  Xeno« 
phoo.  He  was  from  home  9  but  we  found  him  in  a  neigh^ 
bouring  temple,  offering  up  a  facrifice.  All  ejes  were  fixed 
oit  him^  but  bis  on  no  perfon  ;  for  he  appeared  in  prefence  o£ 
the  gods  with  the  famé  refpeâ  with  which  he  infpired  men;» 
I  contemplated  him  with  the  livelieft  emotion.  He  appeared 
to  be  about  feventy  or  feventy^five»  and  his  countenance  ftiU 
retained  veftiges  of  that  beauty  for  which  he  had  been  remark-^ 
able  in  his  youth  *. 

The  ceremony  was  fcarcely  ended  before  Tioragenes  threw 
himfelf  on  his  neck  ;  and,  unable  to  tear  himfelf  from  him, 
called  him,  with  a  broken  voice,  his  general,  his  fiiviour,  his 
friend.  Xenophon  furveyed  him  with  aftonifbment,  and  en-* 
deavoured  to  recognize  features  of  which  be  had  fome  recoU 
leâion,  but  which  were  no  longer  familiar  to  htm*  At  length 
he  exclaimed  :  Ton  are  certainly  Timagenes  ?  Ah  !  who  elfe 
could  preferve  fuch  tender  fentiments  after  fo  long  an  abfence? 
You  make  me  feel  at  this  moment  bow  delicious  it  is  to  fee 
friends  revive  from  whom  we  feemed  to  be  feparated  for  ever. 
Tender  embraces  followed  this  acknowledgment  ;  and,  during 
the  whole  of  our  flay  at  Corinth,  mutual  explanations  form* 
ed  the  topic  of  their  frequent  converfations. 

Born  in  a  town  of  Attica,  and  educated  in  the  fchool  of 

Socrates,  Xenophon  in  his  early  years  bore  arms  in  the  fer« 

vice  of  his  country.     He  then  entered  as  a  volunteer  in  the 

army  alTembledtiy  the  younger  Cyrus  to  dethrone  his  brother 

Artaxerxes,  king  of  Perfia  ^.     After  the  death  of  Cyrus^  he 

was  iotrufled,  conjointly  with  four  officers,  with  the  com- 

mand  of  the  Grecian  troops  ^  ;  and  it  was  then  they  made 

that  beautiful  retreat,  as  greatly  to  be  admired  in  its  kind,  as 

the  relation  he  has  given  us  of  it  is  in  point  of  compoiition. 

On  his  return,  he  entered  into  th&  fervice  of  Agefilaus,  king 

of  Lacedsemon,  in  whofe  glory  he  ihared,  and  whofe  friend- 

■■■    —  I  '  I 

2  Laert.  lib.  ft.  {48.  lb  I4,  ibid.  %9^ 

'  Xenoph.  Ezpedi.CTr.  lib.  3.  p.  294.  | 
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Ihip  he  merited^.  Some  time  after,  the  Athenians  festenced 
him  t»  baaifliment,  jealous  no  douht  of  ^e  preference  he  had 
given  to  the  Lacedaemonians  ^.  But  the  latter,  to  compenfate 
for  die  harih  treatment  he  fuficred  from  his  countrjmen^  be- 
llowed on  him  an  habitation  at  SciUus  ^. 

In  this  happ7  retirement  he  had  fpent  feveral  jears,  and 
propofed  returning  to  it  as  foon  as  the  troubles  of  Pelopon- 
nefus  ihould  be  appeafeS. 

During  our  ftaj  at  Corinth,  I  contra£led  an  intimacy  with 
his  «wo  fons,  GryUus  and  Diodorus,  and  a  (till  drifter  Mend- 
^ip  with  Timoleon,  the  fécond  fon  of  Timodemus»  at  whole 
houfe  we  redded. 

\\  .re  I  to  fketch  the  portrait  of  Timoleon,  I  Ihould  pals 
over  the  undaunted  courage  he  has  difplajed  in  battle  ;  for  a- 
moQg  warlike  nations  that  is  no  diftinâioo  ;  until  carried  to 
excefs  it  ceafes  to  be  a  virtue  ;  but  to  exhibit  all  the  qualities 
of  his  mind,  I  ihould  coûtent  myfelf  with  enumeratiag  the 
moft  eminent  :  that  coufummate  prudence,  which  ia  him  pre- 
ceded maturity  J  his  admirable  moderation  when  his  own  in- 
terefts  were  the  fubfeft  of  difcuifion,  and  his  un(baken  firm- 
nefs,  when  thofe  of  his  country  were  in  queftion  ;  his  unalter- 
able hatred  of  the  defpotifm  of  ambition,  and  the  tyrraay  of 
bad  examples  ^  ;  and  I  fliould  render  bis  eulogium  complete, 
by  adding,  that  np  man  more  refembled  Epaminondas,  whom 
by  a  fecret  initinft  he  had  adopted  for  his  model  ^. 

Timoleon  was  happy  in  the  public  efteem  and  the  coaCci- 
oufncfs  of  his  own  integrity,  when  the  enthufiafm  of  his  vlr- 
tue  alienated  from  him  almoft  every  friend ,  and  rendered  him 
the  moft  miferable  of  men.  His  brother,  Timophanes,  who 
poiTeiTed  neither  his  knowledge  nor  his  rèftitude  of  principle, 
had  coUefted  around  him  a  number  of  corrupt  men,  who  were 


^  Laert.  lib.  a.  {  51.     Nep.  in  A-  |      ^  Plut.  in  Timol.  1. 1  p.  S37.  Piod. 
geiil.  cap.  I.  I  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  459* 

d  Lacrt.  ibid.  [      i  Plut.  ibid.  p.  %SZ, 

f  Dinarcb.  »p.  Laert.  lib.  a.  }  ^9.     J  y-       * 
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l^efpetuallj  urging  him  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  fopreme 
authority,  and  finall j  wrought  him  into  a  perfuafion  that  his  titles 
were  well  founded.  A  blihd  and  prefumptuoas  courage  had 
procured  him  the  confidenee  of  the  Corinthians»  whofe  armies 
he  had  more  than  once  commanded,  and  who  placed  him  at 
the  head  of  four  hundred  men,  maintained  lor  the  internal  fe- 
curitj  of  the  citj.  Timophanes  converted  thefe  men  into  his 
perfonal  guards  ;  gained  over  the  populaee  by  largeSes  ;  and» 
feconded  bj  a  formidable  partj,  aflumed  the  foverejgntj,  and 
dragged  the  citizens  he  fufpeâed  to  the  fcaffold  K 

Till  now,  Timoleon  had  onljr  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  his 
conduA  and  his  projeâs.  In  hopes  to  reclaim  him, 'he  en« 
dcavoured  to  throw  a  veil  over  his  faults,  and  to  heighten  the 
luftre  of  fome  noble  aâions  which  he  had  by  accident  per« 
formed.  He  had  been  even  feen  to  precipitate  himfelf,  in 
battle,  regardlefs  of  danger,  amidft  the  enemy,  and  iingly  to 
fuftain  their  joint  attacks,  to  refcue  a  brother  whom  h^  loved,- 
and  whofe  body,  covered  with  wounds,  was  on  the  point  of 
falling  into  their  hands  K 

Indignant  at  length  at  feeing. tyrannyeftabliâied  in  his  life- 
time, and  in  the  very  bofom  of  his  faqpily,  he  painted  in  live- 
ly .colours  to  Timophanes  the  horror  he  felt  at  the  crimes  he 
had  already  committed,  and  thofe  which  he.  flill  meditated  ^ 
conjuring  him  immediately  to  abdicate  an  odious  power»  and 
to  make  atonemeut  to  the  manes  of  the  viâims  £icrificed  to 
his  mad  ambition.  Some  days  after,  he  again  repaired  to  his 
apartment,  accompanied  by  two  of  (heir  friends,  on«  of  them 
the  brother-in-law  of  Timophanes  ;  they  reiterate  their  unit-^ 
ed  entreaties,  and  conjure  him  by  the  endearing  ties  of  blood»' 
of  friendihip,  and  of  his  country  :  Timophanes  at  firilanfwer- 
ed  them  with  the  moll  infuUing  deriiion,  and  at  length  broke^ 
out  into, menaces  and  rage.  It  had  been  previoufly  concerted» 
that  a  pofitive  refufal  on  his  part  ûiould  be  the  fignal  of  his 

b  Flat,  is  Tixaol  t.  i.  p.  «37,  }  Id.  ibid. 

Fol,  L  Y 
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86Rti»A{oil.  bistwb  frib^h,  weàriéS  If^ith  htsttefiRaftte,  pltattg* 
la  à  cb{^r  ib  his  brtàil»  whilft  Timokoti,  t^ith  lib  htxi 
èàttrd  wiâi  fab  robe,  i^maitiéd  OTtrvrfadnied  with  gcbâ^ 
iM  aiOalvtd  in  teats,  in  si  coiHèl:  oF  the  ftpartihtot  S  tb  #hich 
0k  hsd  rbtircdv 

I  caRlnt)t,  without  (hndderihg,  thînliL  of  that  iatal  ihomtllt 
#heh  We  hbard  AoCe  piercing  cries,  thofe  tetrifyiDg  woi^s, 
fè^echo  through  the  honPe  :  Timophanes  ifi  dead  -,  his  htblh^^t^ 
ita-faiw  has  killed  him  ;  he  is  murdered  hj  his  brOthet.  We 
happened  at  that  inflant  to  be  with  Dfemàrifté,  hie  ÛkO&tt  ; 
his  father  was  from  hoime.  Calling  thy  ejrè's  on  this  ttnh'appj 
wotnan,  I  faw  her  hair  ftand  erèA  upori  her  hè&<ï,  and  hbitbr 
pabted  on  her  coxintenance,  amidfl  the  thades  of  death.  Wheh 
flke  had  rtcovtered  the  ufe  ot  her  fbnfts,  ùké  uttèlred,  withottt 
ftedding  a  fingle  tear,  the  moft  horrid  imprecâtk)ns  agailill 
Timoleon,  who  was  denied  evfen  the  feeble  cbAfellitioli  bf  hèSi^- 
ing  th^m  from  het-  tnouth.  Shutting  hëlrftlt  up  k  her  à^tt* 
xntnt,  ifae  vowed  never  more  to  bbhoïd  the  tâurdeteir  of  heir 
fon^ 

An^ong  the  Corinthians,  fomè  tonfidèred  the  ^ffinatiôli  of 
Timopfaanes  as  an  heroic,  and  others  as  ah  Àtitxriotts  éééà. 
The  fermer  thought  thty  cbuld  àevèy  ftkftcientîy  e^tol  the 
exalted  courage  which  could  (kcrifiéb  thé  ties  of  û^tait  hftd 
friendfiiip  to  the  public  good.  The  greater  pftrt,  howeivtr, 
dvough  they  approved  of  the  dcftVuftion  of  the  tyrant",  add- 
ed^ that  every  citizen  had  à  right  to  take  aWay  his  life,  ex- 
cept his  brother.  This  tranfaâion  was  foUowed  by  a  tlimoh 
which  was  foon  appeafed;  and  m  accufation  prefehred  againft 
Timoleon,  from  which  he  was  acquitted  *• 

The  judgment  he  paQed  on  himfdf  was  more  ligorons. 
Mo  foooer  did  he  perceive  that  what  be  had  dohe  Was  coft« 
demned  by  the  greater  number,  than  he  doubted  of  his  oWIk 


»  Id.  md.  1. 1  p.  ^57.   irep.  fn  1     «td.îbîa. 
TSmol.  cap.  u  I      °  Diod.  Sic  lib.  %6»  p.  459*- 

1  Pint,  in  Timol^  U  I  p.  S38.  | 
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inndcence^  and  refolved  to  renounce  life*  His  friends,  hf 
their  entreaties  and  attention^  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to 
take  feme  nourifliment  ;  but  he  eould  not  be  perfuadèd  to  te« 
main  with  them.  He  quitted  Corinth,  and  wandered  for  fe« 
veral  years  in  folitarj  places,  entirely  abandoned  to  his  grt«f| 
bitterly  deploring  the  errors  of  his  virtue^  And  fometimes  the 
ingratitude  of  the  Gorinthiaiis  *. 

We  (hall  one  day  fee  him  again  make  hiâ  appearance  with 
more  luftrc,  and  b^ftow  happioefs  on  a  great  empire  which 
owed  to  him  its  liberty. 

The  troubles  occafioned  by  th•'^  murder  of  his  brother  haf- 
tened  our  departure*  We  took  leave  of  ^enophon  with  great 
regret*  1  again  met  with  him,  a  few  years  after,  at  Scillus  a 
and,  at  a  proper  time,  fliall  give  you  an  account  of  the  con* 
verbtions  I  then  had  with  him.  His  two  fons  accompaniedi 
us,  with  intention  to  ferve  in  thç  troops  the  Athenians  were 
preparing  to  fend  to  the  LacedadmSnians. 

In  our  road,  we  fell  in  with  a  great  number  of  thtirellerSf 
who  were  repairing  to  Athens,  to  be  prefent  at  the  greater 
Oionyfia,  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  £eftivals  of  tliat  city. 
Befldas  the  gratification  I  ezpeâed  for  my  curiofity  in  thtf 
magnificence  of  the  other  fpeâacles,  I  was  eictremely  defiroua 
to  be  prefent  at  a  competition  that  had  long  been  cuftomary 
at  this  time,  in  which  poets  vied  with  each  other,  and  pre- 
sented new  tragedies  and  comedies.  We  arrived  on  the  5th 
of  the  month  Elapheboliou  *,  and  the  feftival  was  to  com« 
menoe  in  eight  days  f • 


®  Plut«  in  Tiaiol«  t,  I.  p.  sjS.  Kep*  I      «  The  firft  of  April  of  the  year  jéà 
a>id.  cap,  I.  I  before  J.  C. 

I     f  ^ee  socc  st  die  end  of  the  vohtae. 


Tij 


Digitized 


by  Google 


340 


TRAVELS  IK  GREEGX. 


CHAP.     X. 

Levies^  Review,  and  Exercife  of  the  Troops. 

jL  wo  days  after  our  arrival,  we  repaired  to  a  place  where 
the  levj  of  the  troops  intended  to  be  fent  into  Peloponnefus 
was  to  be  made*  Thej  were  to  form  a  jimâion  with  thofe 
of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  fome  other  dates,  to  oppofe,  con- 
jointlj  with  them,  the  projeâs  of  the  Thebans  and  their  al- 
lies ^*  Hegelochus  %  the  Arategus  or  general,  was  feated  on 
a  ralfed  feat  ^  Near  him  a  taxiarch  ^,  or  general  officer,  held 
the  reglfter  in  which  were  infcribed  the  names  of  the  citizens, 
who  bemg  of  fufficient  age  to  carrj  arms  '  were  fummoned  to 
Attend  at  this  tribunal.  He  called  over  the  names  aloud,  and 
noted  down  thofe  whom  the  general  had  chofen  "• 

The  Athenians  are  boun^  to  ferve  from  the  age  of  eighteen 
to  that  of  iixtj  ^,  but  citizens  of  an  advanced  age  are  rarelj 
required  to  ferve  ^  ;  and  when  thofe  who  are  very  young  are 
chofen,  care  is  taken  to  dation  them  at  a  diflance  from  the 
poits  mod  expofed  '.  Sometimes  the  government  fixes  the 
age  of  the  recruits  ',  and  fometimes  they  are  drawn  for  by 
lot^ 

Such  as  farm  the  public  impofls,  or  perform  in  the  cho- 
rufes  at  the  fellivals  of  Bacchus,  are  exempted  from  fcrvice  ^  \ 
and  it  is  only  on  urgent  occafions  that  the  flaves  ^,  the  foreign- 
ers fettled  iji  Attica,  and   the   pooreft  of  the  citizens,  are 


'  Xcnoph.  Hid.  Grace,  lib.  7.  p. 
642.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  39X. 

4  Diod.  Sic.  p.  393. 

^  Plut,  in  Fnoc.  t.i.  p.  746. 

*  Ariiloph.  in  Pac.  v.  117a. 

^  Id.  in  Equir.  y.  366.  Schol.  ibid. 
Sutd.  et  Hefych.  ii.  K»7«A.  Argum.Orat. 
Demofth.  Adv.  Olynij».  p.  1064- 

«  JLyf.  in  Alcib.  p.  475.  Poll.  lib. 
«.«p.  9.  §  115. 

^  Ariû.  ap.  Suid.  et  Harpocr.  in 


Sr^«7.  Poll.  lib.  2.  cap.  a.  {  It.  Taj. 
lor.  in  Mot.  ad  l^yf.  p.  134. 

y  Plut,  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  75». 

2  ^fch.  de  Fair.  Leg.  p.  42a.  Sold, 
et  htymol.  Magn.  in  TuSp. 

^  DrmolUi.  Philipp.  1.  p.  50 

b  Lyf.  pro  Mantic.  p.  307. 

«  Sam.  Pet.  p.  ssS*  Ulpi».  in  3 
Olyntb.  p.  43. 

d  Arittoph.  in  Ran.  ▼.  33  ct  705. 
Schol.  ibid. 
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obliged  to  take  the  field  *•  Thefe  are  very  feldom  enrolled, 
becaofe  they  have  net  taken  the  oath  to  defend  the  country, 
or  becaufe  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  no  intereft  in  it  to  de- 
fend. The  law  confides  this  important  truft  only  to  citizens 
poffeffing-  fomc  property  ;  and  the  wcalthieft  ferve  only  as 
common  foldiers.  Hence  it  happens  that  the  lofs  of  a  bat^^* 
tie,  by  enfeebling  the  higher  claûes,  contribntes  to  give  the 
inferior  ones  a  fuperiority  which  may  change  the  form  of  go-» 
vemment  ^ 

The  republic  had  engaged  to  fumifli  the  army  of  the  alliiss 
with  fix  thoofand  men,  cavalry  and  infantry  ^.  The  day  af- 
ter their  enrolment  they  tumultuoufly  difperfed  themfelves 
with  their  arms  about  the  ftreets  and  public  places  ^.  Their 
names  were  affixed  to  the  ilatues  of  the  ten  heroes  after 
whom  the  tribes  of  Athens  are  named  S  io  that  any  perfon 
might  read  on  each  fiatue  the  names  of  the  foldiers  of  each 
tribe. 

A  few  days  after  there  was  a  review  of  the  troops,  to 
which  J  went,  in  company  with  Timagenes,  Apollodorus, 
and  Philotas.  We  there  faw  IphScrates,  Timotheus,  Phocion, 
Chabrias„  all  the  old  generals,  and  thofe  for  the  prefent  year. 
The  latter  had  been  drawn  by  lot,  according  to  cuftom,  in 
the  affembly  of  the  people.  They  were  ten  in  number,  one 
chofen  from  each  tribe  *.  This  brings  to  my  niind  a  remark 
of  Philip  of  Macedon  :  **  I  envy  the  g<iod  fortune  of  the  A* 
thenians,'*  faid  he  :  «*  they  find  ten  men  every  year  able  to 
command  their  armies,  whilft  I  could  never  find  any  one  but 
Parmenio  to  head  mine  '•" 


c.Ariftoph.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  eî?T. 
Sam.  Pet.  p.  546. 

f  Ariûot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  t.  ii. 
p.  389. 

K  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  393. 

^  Ariftopb.  in  Lyûû.  v.  3^6,  &c. 


1  Id.  In  Pac.  V.  1 1 83.     SchoK  ibid. 

k  Demofth.  Philipp.  i.  p.  50.  Ari- 
ftot.  ct  Hyper,  ap.  Harpocr.  in  ïr^^W 
Plut,  in  Cim.  p.  483  ;  et  alii. 

I  Plur.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  I77» 
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Foraerly  Ac  commmnd  devolved  tlteivatèly  m  été  tn» 
fimicgt.  ETCfy  dtj  the  «rmy  h«d  «  new  geaerml  *;  ind 
irbm  the  oomeil  was  dt vid^d,  the  polemarch,  o«e  of  tlie 
fhtef  imigtftrates  of  the  r^ubltc,  poÂflbd  Uie  right  to  dc^ 
cide  the  qud^oii  ^7  hû  voice  ^.  Ob  this  day  the  whole  •«- 
thoritj  is»  genenllj  fptaktog,  in  the  heads  of  ooe  idoBi  edio 
i$  oUigedf  ec  big  return,  to  gîye  en  aoeomt  of  whet  he  hae 
4ione«  mtefs  preyiouflj  invefted  with  ipoltwiited  power  *•  The 
other  generals  remain  at  Athens,  with  no  other  funftion  thon 
lliot  of  eppearing  et  puUic  certinoeies?. 

The  mfyntrj^  wee  oempofed  of  three  orders:  the  opUtes,^ 
pr  heavj  armed  {bUiers  )  the  light  eraae4  ;  and  the  peltaftset 
vhofe  arms  were  iteicfaer  fo  weighty  as  tbofe  of  the  former, 
lK>r  fo  flight  ae  thofe  of  the  letter^. 

The  dofenfive  ermoor  of  the  oplitsi  eoeCfied  of  die  fadBett 
Ae  «eire&v.  the  bockler,  end  e  fort  of  huidns  that  covceed 
the  fore  part  of  the  leg  ;  their  oiFenfive  weapons  weve  the 
fenpeend  {word4« 

The  light  aresed  ^oops  iveee  to  «eft  javdins  or  darts  ;  «ad 
^MOi  to  tbfow  ftmes  with  the  fling  or  haad*  The  peltaAie 
earned  a  fpear  snd  a  fmell  fliseld  ealled  the  pelta« 

TheHrieldf,  nimoft  all  mfde  of  willow  ^^  or  even  of  ofier, 
evere  ocaemented  with  eoloors,  emUems,  and  tuSpriptioos  *• 
I  ùm  tomt  on  whieh  thvfe  wonh  wexe  written  in  golden  fcu 
tees.  To  coos  soaxosis  '  ;  and  others  on  which  Cdoc  alEoem 
bad  painted  fynabols  aUtidiiig  to  their  charafber  or  tafle.  Am 
I  lafled  on,  I  overheard  aa  old  map  &y|ng  to  hie  compeaioaa 
I  was  in  thi^t  unfortunate  expedition  mto  Sicily,  ifiy-thcea 


>"HerfldaC.  lib.j&.  cap.  ^9, 
la  AKft,  t.  I'f.  33Ji. 
'^  IdL  ibi4.  cap;  100, 
•  'Plut,  is  Afcib,  t,  i  p.  >ps. 

P  DemoUli  Pbilipp.  î.  p.  51. 
^  Plot,  Reip.  Ger.  Praecept. 


flut. 


Spid, 


t.  iL 


'  Arriaa,  T»i^p.  jo-  JKSw.Tsa, 
cap.  a. 

*  Syid,  In  '0«4U 

^  liiucyd.  lib  4.  cap.  9.  V^Uf  lib^ 
I.  cap.  IP,  {  Zi^.  ThÀophK.  iÛ^ 
Plant  lib.  y  cap.  4.  p.  iZS. 

"  JEfcfayi.  Sept.  Cont.  Theb.  t« 
393,  &c. 

'  Piut.  ia  Pqaoftli.  t  î.  p.  855* 
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chos.  Yoa  hsm  heard  of  the  richea  of  iHe  firft,  and  of  the 
^fdom-astf  beaotjr  of  tho  Qwoiid  ;  the  third  pofieffed  a  oou» 
ngo  proper  to  infpire  terror.  The  backler  of  Niciaa  was  de^ 
coralsdwilh  gol4  aad  purple  V,  that  of  Lamacbut  reprefeftt- 
«d  ft  gorgooH  hi|ad  1  ;  and  that  of  Alclbiadea  bad  o&  it  a  Ciu 
ptd  dastiag  thunder  % 

I  was  wiihing  to  hear  the  reft  of  this  eonverfation,  but  was 
lalermpled  bj  di«  arrtf al  of  Iphicrates,  to  whom  ApoUo* 
doma  had  beeu  reooanting  the  adreatures  of  Timageaes  and 
mjk^  After  the  firfl  &l»tattoMy  Tiaaagenes  complimented 
him  on  the  chaiigea  he  had  iatipduced  into  the  armonr  of  the 
pplita».  Th^  were  aeeedbrj,  anfweied  Iphicrates  :  the  pfaa* 
|aa<,  oppceffed  widi  the  weight  of  their  arms,  could  fcarcelj 
pfsfiarm  the  neosffiurjr  motions  ;  and  were  better  fitted  to  re- 
^,  than  aft  ofenfivelj  againft  the  enemj.  The  metal  cui* 
tdg  is  eacchanged  fo|r  ono  of  caava&,  and  a  Cmall  and  light 
hsckkr  is  fiibftituted  for  tfaofe  enormous  fliidds»  which,  while 
thejr  pioteâed  the  iMdy,  prevented  the  Ihldier  from  afting* 
The  fpear  is  Issgdiencd  one  third  $  and  the  fword  is  hidf  as 
long  agaii^  as  forme^j.  The  ipMier  fsfteas  and  unbinds  the 
armour  of  his  legs  mu%  more  fteilitj  ^.  I  was  parttculari/ 
defirous  of  rtuderipg.  the  oplita  more  formidable,  for  tbej 
fre  in  aa  army  what  the  bseaft  is  to  the  human  bodj.  As 
Iphicrates  %aà  no  ofajoftion  to  difplaj  his  eloquence,  he  pur« 
filed  his  Qmtley  comparing  tho  gcueral  to  the  head,  the  ca* 
Talry  to  the  feet,  and  the  light  troops  to  the  hands  S  Ti- 
magies  aflud  him  why  he  had  net  adopted  the  Bmotiaa  hel- 
met which  covers  die  neck,  eztendiog  even  over  the  coirafa  ^. 
This  queftion  led  to  many  others  on  the  manual  exercife  of 
the  troops,  as  well  as  on  the  Greek  and  Perfian  taâics.    X  m 


%[it  »j,  I     <.\ji ■   . 

1^  Pivt.  io  Nic.  t.  Î.  p.  ^42-    PoU. 
]ik  r.  cap.  le.  }  134* 

*  Afiftopb.  Aflharn.  ▼.  jrj.    Schol. 
ibid. 

•  Platt  in  Alab,  t,  L  p.  i^S. 


b  Dio^.  Sic,  U)>.  r  f .  p.  149.    Hep. 
is  fphicr.  c^p.  t. 
«  Pint,  in  I^lop.  p, }.  p,  ft^. 
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tbe  mean  llque  intetrogs^ted  Apollodonis  on  many  fubjcft^» 
ivbich  will  .be  explained  by  bis  anfwers» 

Under  the  ten  flrategi,  laid  he,  there  are  the  ikme  nomber 
of  taziarchs,  who,  like  the  former,  are  annually  appointed 
bj  lot,  and  drawn,  from  each  tribe  in  the  general  aflemblj^. 
It  is  their  duty,  under  the  direâion  of  the  generals,  to  pxo« 
vide  the  array  with  neceflaries,  to  regulate  the  order  of  its 
marches,  fuperintend  its  encampment  ^,  maintain  difcipline, 
and  take  care  that  the  arms  are  in  good  order.  Occafionallj 
thej  command  the  right  wing  ^,  and^  the  general  fometimes 
difpatcbes  them  to  carry  (he  news  of  a  vi&orj,  and  give^  a 
particular  account  of  what  pafled  in  thé  battle  K 

At  this  moment  we  faw  a  man  clothed  in  a  tunic  '  readbiog 
to  his  knees,  and  orer  which  he  Jhould  have  worn  his  cuirais, 
which  he  bdd  in  hi$  hands,  vfith  his  other  grms.  On  his  ap- 
proaching the  taxiarch  of  his  tribe,  near  to  whom  we  were, 
Comrade,  faid  that  officer  to  him,  why  do  not  you  put  on 
your  cuirafs  ?  He  anfwered,  The  time  of  mj-  fervice.  is  ex- 
pired i  I  was  ploughing  my  field  when  you  called  over  the 
flames  y^fierday.  I  was  enrolled  in  the  militia  under  the  ar* 
chonihip  of  CiiUias;  look  at  your  lift. of  archons  \  and  you 
will  fee  that  upwards  of  forty^two  years  have  elapfed  fince 
that  period.  Neverthelels,  if  my  country  ftands  in  need  of 
me,  I  have  brought  my  arms.  The  officer  having  examined, 
found  that  what  he  faid  was  true,  and,  after  conferring  with 
the  general,  effiiced  the  name  of  this  worthy  ci^zen,  and  fub« 
ilituted  another  K 

The  places  of  the  ten  taxiarchs  are  of  that  kind  of  puUic 
employments  which  men  are  more  anxious  to  poflefs,  than 
(crupulouily  tp  difcharge  their  duties.     Moil  of  them  avoid 


^  Demofih.  Philip,  z.  p.  50.    PolL 
l^b.  8.  rap.  9.  i  s  4.  . 
"*  f  Sigûni  de  Te  p.  Atben.  Hb.  4«  cap. 
5.  Pott,  Archaeol.  Grrvc.  lib.  3.  cap.  5. 

8  Afiftopb.  ID  "Av,  V.  3^z. 

^  JEfdrio.'  d<  Fair.  Leg.  p.  4%%, 


»  Xenoph.  Ixped.  lib,  5.  p.  347. 

.ZEliaD.Var.  Hiû.  lib.  13.  cap.  ^7. 
^  Deti-cfth.  ap.  H^qtocr.  in  *iiwêmf^ 
1  ArifiOph.  ia  Pac.  v.  zx8i.    Lyf. 

pro  Mil.  jp.  161. 
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fottowing  the  army,  and  their  funâions  are  dÎTided  among 
the  chiefs  vhom  the  general  places  at  the  head  of  divifiooa 
and  fubdivifions  ™.  They  are  pretty  nnmerous»  Some  have 
Che  command  of  xaS  men,  others  of  256,  512,  and  1014  ", 
following  a  proportion  unlimited  in  afcending,  but  which  in 
defcending  ends  in  a  term  that  may  be  confidered  as  the  ele- 
nient  or  baGs  of  the  different  divlfions  of  the  phalanx.  Thk 
element  is  the  file,  fometimes  compofed  of  eight  mea^  but 
oftencr  of  fixteen  ^« 

Here  I  interrupted  ApoUodorns,  to  (how  him  a  man  with  a 
crown  upon  his  head,  and  a  caduceus  in  his  hand  ^»  I  have 
already,  faid  I,-  feen  feveral  of  thcfe  pafs  by.  They  arc  he- 
ralds, anfwered  he.  Their  perfons  are  facred,  and  their  func- 
tions important  ;  they  proclaim  war,  propofe  a  truce  iir 
peace  ^,  publifh  the  orders  of  the  general  ',  give  out  orders, 
aflemble  the  army',  declare  the  time  of  departure,  the  place 
of  deftination,  and  how  many  days  proviiion  will  be  neceC- 
fary  ^  If  at  the  moment  of  attack  or  retreat  the  voice  of 
the  herald  is  overpowered  by  the  tumult,  iignals  are  hoifted  *; 
if  the  duft  prevents  them  from  being  feen,  the  trumpet  is 
fonnded  ',  and  all  thefe  methods  failing,  an  aid  de  camp  fliéi 
from  rank  to  rank  to  carry  the  commands  of  the  general  y. 
.  At  this  indant,  fome  .young  men,  paffing  with  the  utmoft 
rapidity,  had  nearly  thrown  down  feveral  grave  perfonagcs 
who  were  marching  with  flow  and  folemn  Aeps*  The  firft^ 
faid  Apollodorus,  are  meffengers  ^  ;  the  latter,  foothfayers  1 
two  kinds  of  men  often  employed  in  our  armies  ;  the  one,  to 


^  Polyxn.  Stratag.  lib.  3.  cap.  jf 
$  10.  • 

^  Arnan.Taâ.  p.aS.  iEUao.Taâ. 
cap.  4. 

*>  Xcnoph.  Hift.  Grac.  lib.  4.  p.  sis- 
Arrian.  Ta^.  p,  18.  ^Uan.  Taâ. 
cap.  7. 

P  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  53. 
.    4  Xcnoph.  Hi(^.   Orxc    lib.  4.   p. 
J35.     Id.  Expcd.  Cyr  lib.  5.  p  366. 

^  Id.Jbid.  p.  ^17.  Id.  de  Laced.  Rtp. 


'  Id.  ^xped.  lib.  3.  p.  199. 

t  Id.  ibid.  p.  i$X2.  Schol.  Ariadpli. 
in  At.  ▼.  450- 

"  Thucyd.  ibid.  cap.  63.  Suid.  in 
TËni».     itlian.  Taô.  cap.  34. 

^  Xeooph.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  ^'9  î  et 
alii. 

y  Suîd.  in''E»r«»T.  Guifch.  Tad. 
d*Arrica.  t.  ii.  p.  169. 

^  Suid.  in  *^fêi^^.  Har|>ocr.  in  i^- 
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ourrjr  tbt  nUn  nt  the  graerpl  to  »  di^KM»;  th«  ttfmv  Co 
nuniae  the  eatreils  of  the  viékÎM,  eod  deelm»  &oai  thon 
Ifao  vUl  of  the  god»  *, 

Thos,  bid  I»  amoag  the  Gccelu,  the  ppefedolM  of  t  con. 
poiga  depend  on  the  iatereft  and  igooriMiee  of  thefe  prcteudcd 
iolerpfeten  ei  A»  oosimiuidB  of  hsoTen.  Too  ofieoi  lopliod 
ke.  Tet,  odmittiog  that  fuperftittoo  baa  iotrodoood  thorn  a^ 
■long  uBf  k  »  not  perhapi  isipolitio  to  retaio  thenu  Oor 
fiddien  are  free  meot  and  brave,  bat  impatieot^  aod  iaoapo- 
Ue  of  fofamittiog  to  the  prudent  delays  of  a  general,  n ho, 
aoabk  to  pre?mU  on  them  to  liftea  to  rcelkinf  haa  freqneotly 
ao  other  iefoarc«  hot  to  make  the  goda  fpiofc* 

As  we  were  walhbg  around  the  phalaon,  I  obferved  that 
each  general  offieer  had  by  his  fide  a  fubalterm  who  never 
quitted  him*  He  is  his  ihieldi-bearer  ^  bid  Ap«dlodonis»  He 
ii  o^iged  to  £oUow  him  ioto  the  heat  of  the  battle,  tavi»  on 
4Mtain  occsfions,  to  take  cbargn  of  bia  boc^kler^»  £9017 
0plites,  or  heavy  armed  foldier,  has  likewib  an  attendant', 
whO|  among  other  funâions,  extcuiea  that  of  fliieldTheafef  ^  s 
but  earn  is  taken  to  fend  him  back  to  the  baggage  boliDie  the 
«Bgagoment  f»  With  us,  diihoaour  lies  in  the  Me  of  the 
buckler  e,  pnd  not  of  the  fword  or  other  oftepfive  weapfsae. 
Why  this  diferenee,  faid  I  )  To  give  ob  a  momentous  lefpn» 
nofwerod  he  ;  to  teaeh  us  to  think  led  of  IpiUiag  the  blood 
pi  the  enemy,  than  of  prevenStiog  them  from  flMdding  ours  S 
time  inttmatiog  that  war  ihould  soAer  be  deeoMd  a  ftate  of 
defisace  than  of  attack. 

We  next  went  to  die  Lyceum,  to  fee  the  cavalry  review- 
ed* The  command  of  |t  belongs  of  right  to  two  genefslf 
Hashed  Hipparchs,  pad  ten  particukr  oficors  edled  Phylarchs  i 


*  Xcnoph.  d«  Mar.  E^nit*  p.  9^ s- 
U.9tp€d.  Crr.  etalu. 

b  JEUan.  Var,  fUHt.  lib.  f  z.  cap.  g. 
Plpt.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  194. 

*  Xeooph.  Ezped.  Cyr.  lib.  4*  P*  ^li* 
^  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  17.  p.  17/:  * 
^  PoljrfBO.  Stratag.  lib.  ».  cap.  3.  j  zo. 


f  JESUn,  TaA.  cap.  5  .  Arnaa 
Tad.  p.  73. 

f  .£i«:bia.  In  TÎ19.  p.  %64-  iyCxa 
Thfiomp.  p.  174.  Audoc  4c  MyiL 
p.  Xf>^ 

h  Plst.inFefop,  t  l.p»  ^f^ 
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botfi  flf  «tiMi  «rt  zamnMl&j  dnmn  hy  lot  m  tke  «ftaiUy  «f ' 

Spv«  Aikenms  9m  eirljr  earoUed  ia  this  bodj,  m  aloMft 
au  tb0  otheff  «ve  m  the  ioftstrj.  It  cMififta  mo\j  of  twelve 
tendrcd  flMn  S'Cach  tribe  focniâiing  one  handred  and  twenty, 
widi  tbe  offioer  wbe  is  to  eomoiaiid  tàeœ  ^  The  oumbtr  eo» 
iwUj  foiplofcd  is  iiftttUy  regulated  bf  tbet  of  tbe  heavy 
IWUMd  feldiers  ;  ead  cbe  praportion,  whieh  varies  aocovdiag 
<0  eiffBflimftaoceit  is  often  diat  of  one  10  tea  $  tbac  is  to  iay, 
fwe  hn^diwd  boiie  ace  aided  to  two  thoafiMid  oplitss  "• 

Ic  M  apt  above  a  eentury»  (aid  ApeUodorns,  that  we  have 
ked  «aj  Pevs4ry  ia  o|ir  eraiies*  It  is  nnnoenuie  in  Theffaly, 
hecaefe  ibac  pownory  abowds  in  paftiinige«  The  other  dif. 
tfiâ»  of  Greece  are  fo  dry  and  Aacile,  as  to  make  it  dilEerft 
fa  tear  horfas  $  £>r  which  ceafiw  nose  hue  tlM  rieh  eater  iato 
ibacavelry^;  a«d  benaa  the  mfpeâ  and  hoooor  ao^esKd  to 
that  fervice  *• 

fJù  peripn  e««  «btsia  adaniffiaa  into  tins  eorpt  trjUMit  the 
f«evioai  ooafeac  of  the  g eaecals,  the  partieidar  ofleera,  aid 
i^pocielly  of  the  ieaate»  who  pay  axtraoadinary  attention  to 
the  asaiateaanee  and  ffkndoor  af  Sa  dtftiognifted  a  body  of 
i9.    They  are  aow  aiteadjng  at  the  iafpeAion  of  new  le. 


Tbe  feldie»  appeared  belbfe  them  with  a  heUnet,  emtift, 
ImcUer,  fword,  bace  <^  jawlin,  a  {maH  oloak,  &o,  Whilft 
tbey  were  preceadii^g  to  the  enmination  of  the  arms.  Time* 
gf nest  who  bad  ipede  tytrj  thing  reUttivji  to  Ae  mSitary  art 
^ia  particular  fiiidy,  fi»id  to  «is,  A  cairals  tea  wide,  or  too 
firaity  becomes  either  an  iofieppartafale  weight,  or  binds  and 


I  Dcnv»ftb.PbiUp.  t*  p*  50. 

fc  Andoc  OrstdeP4«c,f.  J4f   Said. 

I  Poll  Bb.  8.  ctp.  9. 1 94-  Pvpscr. 


Gniç.  Hb.  u  f,  440. 
•  Ariaot.  de  R«p.  UI.4.  W.  iluiU 

»  Xenoph.  de  Mag.  Eaidt.  a.  atj^ 
I'Tcnrg.  ap.  Hsrpocr.  4«i^ 
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confines  the  body  \  The  helmet  ihould  be  fo  contrived  ss  to 
fuffer  the  horfeman  occafionallj  to  draw  it  down  over  the  mid- 
dle of  his  face.  The  left  arm  (hould  be  defended  by  the  ar- 
mour lately  invented,  which  eafily  ftretching  and  folding  up, 
wholly  covers  that  part  of  the  body  from  the  (honlder  to  the 
hand.  On  the  right  arm  ihonld  be  worn  leather  arm-pieces, 
and  brafs  plates  ;  and  in  certain  places  calves  ikin,  care  being 
taken  that  thefe  means  of  defence  do  not  confine  the  motions 
of  the  body  ;  the  legs  and  feet  ihould  be  defended  by  leathern 
boots  %  provided  with  fpnrs  *.  The  fabre  is  juftly  preferred 
to  the  fword  for  horfemen,  Inilead  of  thofe  L^ng  lances,  fo 
brittle  and  heavy,  that  you  fee  ufed  by  rood  of  our  foldiers, 
1  fiiould  like  better  two  fmall  pikes  of  the  forbos  wood,  the 
one  to  throw,  the  other  for  defence  *.  The  bead  and  breaft 
of  the  horfe  (hould  be  protected  by  armour,  and  his  flanks 
and  belly  by  cloths  fpread  on  his  back,  on  which  the  rider 
may  be  feated  •• 

Though  the  Athenian  cavalry  had  not  adopted  all  the  im- 
provements Timagenes  had  fuggefted,  yet  he  was  tolerably 
well  fatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were  armed. 
The  fenators  and  general  ofiicers  difmifled  feme  who  did  not 
appear  to  have  fufficient  ftrength  of  body  *,  and  reproached 
others  with  neglefting  their  arms.  They  next  examined 
whether  the  horfes  were  eafy  to  mount  ^,  docile  to  the  bit, 
and  capable  of  fupporting  fatigue  '  ;  whether  they  were  not 
vicious*,  too  fiery,  or  too  tame**.  Several  of  them  were 
found  faulty  and  rejeâcd  ;  and  to  prevent  any  of  the  old  or 
infirm  ones  from  ever  again  being  introduced,  they  were 
marked  on  the  jaw  with  a  hot  iron  *. 


^  Xraoph.  de  Re  E^ueftr.  p.  952. 
'  Id.  ibid.  >  $53. 
'  Id.  ibid.  p.  944. 
«  Id.  ibid.  p.  933. 
"  Id.  ibid.'  p.   9^a.  ct  de  Magiû. 
Bqoiî.  p.  96S.  « 

*  id.  de  MagiH.  h<im.  p.  955. 


y  Id  dc  Re  Eqacilr.  p.  936. 
^  Id.  de  Magiit.  Equir.  p.  954. 
»  Id.  de  Re  Equeftr.  p.  937. 
b  Id.  ibid  p.  947. 
c  Hciych.  et  Etytn.  T^tvfV.  Enftitb. 
in  Odyff.  lib.  4.  p.  IJI7. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


TRAVELS   IN   QHBECC. 


349 


Dttriog  the  conrfe  of  this  ex80iinatloo«  the  foldiers  of  one 
of  the  tribes  advanced  with  loud  clamours,  to  .accufe  to  the 
feoate  one  of  their  comrades,  who,  a  few  years  before,  in  the 
heat  of  aâion,  had  pailed  from  the  infantry  into  the  cavalry, 
without  the  permi^on  of  the  officers.  The  offence  being 
pabU«^  and  the  law  exprefi  ^,  he  was  fentenced  to  that  fpecies 
of  infamy  which  deprives  a  citizen  of  the  greater  part  of  bis 
privileges* 

The  fame  penalty  is  infliâed  on  the  citizen  who  refufes  to 
ferve  ^  unlefs  compelled  by  the  courts  of  juilice  ^«  It  is  in- 
carred  likewife  by  the  foldier  who  flies  at  fight  of  the  enemy, 
or,  to  avoid  danger,  efcapes  into  a  lefs  expofed  ranlc^*  In 
all  thefc  cafes,  the  offender  is  excluded  frogi  the  general  af- 
fembly  and  public  facrifices  ;  and  fhould  he  appear,  each  ci- 
tizen is  entitled  to  commence  a  profecution  againd  him.  The 
puniihments  for  fuch  delinquencies  are  different  ;  and  if  it 
be  a  pecuniary  fine^  he  is  thrown  into  prlfon  till  he  pays  it. 

Treafon  is  puniihed  with  death  ^,  as  is  defertion  ^  ;  for  to 
defert  is  to  betray  the  ftate  ^.  The  general  has  the  power  of 
degrading  to  an  inferior  rank,  and  even  of  employing  in  the 
meanell  fundions,  the  officer  who  diihonours  himfelf,  or  ia 
guilty  of  difobedience  ^ 

Such  rigorous  laws,  faid  I,  muft  certainly  maintain  a  fenfe 
of  honour  and  fubordination  in  your  armies.  ApoUpdorus 
anfwered  :  A  (late  which  ceafes  to  proteft  its  laws,  can  no 
longer  expeA  to  be  proteâed  by  them.  The  moll  eiTential 
of  all,  that  which  obliges  each  citizen  perfonally  to  defend 
his  country,  is  every  day  (hamefully  violated.  The  wealthieft 
procure  themfelves  to  be  enregiilered  in  the  cavalry,  and  a« 


d  Lyf.  in  Alcib.  i.  p  276  et  a8i< 
Id.  in  Alcib.  2.  p.  299.  Lyi.  ap.  Har- 
pocr.  Amm^.  JDemtlUi.  pro  Rhod.  Li. 
beru  p.  148. 

^  Demoftha  in  Ncser.  p.  865.  Id. 
in  Timucr.  p.  789. 

f  Xcnoph.  dc  Magift.  Eqnit.  p.  955. 

S  JSfchin.  in  Ctct  p.  4^6.    L)L  in 


Alcib.  I.  p.  275  et  178. 

^  Lyf.  in  Philon.  p.  498. 

i  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  563. 

^  Suld.  ÇC  Hefych.  ia  Avrifuk» 

1  Xenoph.  de  Magift.  EquiL  p.  957. 
Id.  Expcd.  Cyr.  lib.  3.  p.  296.  Pcu 
Leg.  Att.  p.  SS^' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


350 


TKArZLS  IK  CMÉOté 


Tsid  fenrieei  «ithtr  by  irolancftfy  CMtribùCiMtt  ■,  or  bj  find^ 
ing  ft  fabftimtft,  whom  tbtj  farnifik  wkh  «  bode  ^*  We  (bftll 
f(Ma  hftirt  no  more  ACbtnita»  in  mir  traiieft^  Ton  ùm  % 
finall  ft&mber  iftdeed  ctiroltad  ye&trdMy^  bot  they  ha^o  bom 
joft  ftflbdftt^d  with  ft  bftad  o£  fnerooAftfMft,  to  whom  wo  Uoih 
not  to  oeiifido  the  bfocy  of  tbo  republio.  For  fbme  tioM  pftft 
ft  fel  of  ddrbg  dbkb  hftTo  Atifeo  in  GfOa^e,  who,  After  col* 
kâing  foldters  of  ftU  nations,  fly  from  country  to  tiottotry, 
Wi€h  dcftth  and  d^datiOn  in  theit  trtiik,  proftitvtiiig  tbeir 
▼aloor  to  the  power  that  pays  them,  and  e<)urily  ready  to 
tilt«  their  aritts  againft  it  en  the  flighteft  difoontent  K  Snob, 
ftt  this  day,  are  the  refourcet  and  the  hope  of  Athens.  No 
iboner  ia  war  deoiared,  than  the  people,  aocoftomed  to  the 
fweeta  of  peace,  and  dreading  the  fatigues  of  ft  campaign, 
oidaiai  with  one  Votofti  Send  for  ten  thoo&nd,  or  twenty 
thottfand  foreigners  p.  Our  aneeftors  wdqM  have  Ihttddeted 
at  thde  difgracefal  ckmouts  ;  but  abufe  has  become  enftom, 
aftd  that  ôttftom  law. 

Howeveri  faid  I,  if  aftsoog  thefe  venal  troops  yon  conld 
find  fôme  capable  of  difciplihe,  by  incorpotmtiog  them  with 
your  owo^  you  would  compel  them  to  keep  a  mutual  watch 
over  each  other^  and  poi&bly  produce  an  ufefol  emulation  ^. 
If  our  virtues  ftand  in  need  of  fpeâators,  anfwered  he,  why 
go  in  fearch  of  them  out  of  the  limits  of  the  republic  i  By 
an  admirable  inftitution,  the  members  of  a  tribe  or  diftrift  are 
enrolled  in  the  fame  cohort,  the  fame  fquadron  $  they  march, 
they  Aght  by  the  fide  of  their  relations,  their  friends,  their 
neighbours»  their  rivals.  What  (bldicr  would  dare  to  commît 
an  aft  of  cowardice  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  formidable  wit* 


'^Demofth.inMié.p.âsf.  Xenoph. 
de  Magift.  Ëqnir.  p.  97». 

'^  Pot.  Archfttil.  Grec.  fib.  3.  cap.  3. 

®  Demofth  in  Ariftotr.  p.  I47.  Id. 
Fhilip.  1.  p.  50.  Ifecr.  de  Ptce,  t  i. 
f^  394.    U.  Ontt.  ad  Philip,  c  i.  p. 


37B.  Id.  EpSft,  %.  ad  PhiKp.  ibid.  p. 
457.  id.  Aptft.  ad  Ardiid.  ap.  PhoL 
Bibliuth.  p.  354.  Polyso.  Scfag.  Gb# 
3.  cap  10  j  9. 

P  Demofth.  Phittp.  i.  p.  50. 

^  Xenopbtf  dc  Mi^ifL  £i|uit.  f.  ^7h 
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vieik^i  Ho#i  ftihis  retarn,  cottldlie  bear  the  fight  of  men 
«Tét  ttàdf  to  CDT^  hkti  with  tonhifion  f 

A^  Apollodortts  had  expatiated  on  the  fcandaloos  luitoiy 
which  the  officers,  and  even  the  generals»  were  beginnihg  to 
ibtroamto  into  the  atlll7^  I  defiled  him  to  inform  me  .of  die 
pkj  of  the  foot  folffiers  and  cavalty.  tliat,  aufwered  ApoU 
lodornsi  has  Taried  according  to  tifnes  and  ctrcumftances*.  t 
Hate  hemtd  oM  men,  who  ferved  fiity-eight  jrears  ago  at  the 
fiegé  of  Potidaea,  fay,  that  the  pAj  of  the  oplites,  for  himJTetf 
and  attetkdaàts  S  Was  two  drachmas  a  day  *  ;  but  this  was  a 
fihguhit  ihftante,  attd  èxhanfted  the  public  tteafury.  About 
twenty  ycaia  after,  the  reptiblie  Was  obliged  to  difinib  a  body 
of  light  troops  that  had  been  {bnt  ^for  from  Thrace,  becaufls 
they  irequired  the  hkdf  ct  this  pay  <• 

The  t^tdioary  pay  of  the  oplites,  at  pirefent,  is  four  oboU, 
or  twenty  drachmas  a  month  f  *•  Twiee  this  Aim  is  uÛially 
giiftn  to  the  leader  of  a  tohort,  and  quadmple  to  the  general  K 
This  fhm  is  fometimes  reduced,  from  peculiar  circumitances, 
to  one  half  '  ;  in  which  cafe  it  is  prefumed  that  this  is  fuffi* 
cieiit  ta  f»h>cBre  a  bare  fabfiftence  fot  the  foot  foldier,  mod 
ikat  his  ihare  of  booty  will  make  up  the  deficiency. 

The  pay  of  the  horfemen,  in  time  of  war,  is,  afccordin^ 
Id  citcumftantes^  double  S  tïiple*,  nay  even  quadruple^  to 
that  of  ttte  foot  foldier.  Ih  peace,  when  there  is  iio  longet 
any  pay,  he  receives,  for  the  mainteàance  of  his  horfe,  fix- 
teieil  drachmas  a  month  ]:,  which  'ma}ces  an  annual  ezpendi« 
ttore  of  about  forty  talents  j  for  the  publie  trcafury  <• 


'  DemoMft.  in  Mi4.  p.  6%$,  ThMph. 
ap.  Athen.  lib.  is.  p.  53s. 

*  TbttcTd.  lib,  S.  «ap.  17. 

*  X  Uttc  16  foU  (or  x8  paace). 
«  Thvcyd.  Bb.  7.  cftp.  t7.  p.  46t. 

.t  Aboat  ta  f0h  (or  €  ^^t)  a  a«y  t 
xé  lifTCS  (or  15  ikiUingt)  moRtMf. 

**  Theopèmp.  à^.  PdU.  Ub.  9.  «^p. 
6.  {  64.  Eulbth.  is  Itta4.  ^«951.  Id. 
in  OdyC  p.  t^is* 

'  Xoaoph.  &pe(L  Cjr.  lib.  7.  p. 


40s  ct  413- 

^  Demofth.  Philip,  z.  p.  5X. 

*  Thncyd.  lib.  5.  ctp.  47. 

*  Demofth.  ibid. 

^  Xenoph.  Hfft.  Gnec.  lib.  5.  p.  556. 

t  Abost  14  Urret  Î  ftls  (or  1%  ihib- 
linga). 

S  About  sx6,000  liwei  (ér  $oool. 
Sterling). 

^  Xeaçph.  de  Mag.  Eqait.  p.  956^ 
Pet,  Leg,  Ate.  p.  SS^ 
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ApoUodorus  was  never  wearied  with  fittisfjing  mj  coHo^ 
fitj.  The  foldiersy  before  they  march»  faid  he,  are  ordered 
^o  lay  ia  provifions  for  fome  days  ^.  It  is  then  the  bufioeû 
of  the  generals  to  provide  the  markets  with  every  thing  ne** 
ceflary  ^.  The  baggage  is  conveyed  in  covered  waggons,  on 
beads  of  burden  and  by  flaves.  .  Sometimes  the  foldiers  are 
themfelves  obliged  to  carry  it  ^. 

You  wilh  to  know  the  praâice  of  the  Greeks  refpeâing  the 
fpoils  taken  from  the  enemy.  The  right  of  difpofing  them, 
or  making  a  diilribution,  has  always  been  confidered  as  one 
of  the  prerogatives  of  the  general.  During  the  Trojan  war 
they  were  laid  at  his  feet  ;  one  part  he  referved  for  himfelf, 
and  divided  the  remainder  either  among  the  chiefs  or  foldiers  ^. 
£ight  hundred  years  after,  the  generals  regulated  the  parti- 
tion of  the  fpoils  taken  from  the  Perfians  after  the  battle  of 
Platsea.  They  were  fliared  among  the  foldiers,  after  fetting 
apart  a-certain  portion  to  decorate  the  temples  of  Greece,  and 
'  decreeing  pro4)oriionable  rewards  to  thofe  who  had  di&inguiih- 
cd  themfelves  in  the  aâion  K 

From  that  period  to  our  time,  the  Grecian  generals  have 
been  feen  to  difpofe  of  the  fums  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the 
plunder;  fometimes  depofiting  them  in  the  public  treafuxy  ^  ; 
at  others  afUgning  them  to  defray  the  expence  of  public 
works  ^,  or  the  decoration  of  temples  ^  ;  enriching  their  friends 
or  foldiers  with  them  ^  ;  adding  them  to  their  own  wealth  °, 


<i  Ariftoph.  AcharD  v.  196.  Schol. 
ibid.     Plut,  in  Phoc.  p.  75  a. 

^  Xenoph.  Mrmor.  lib.  3.  p.  762. 
f  Xenoph.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  3.  p. 

8  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  9.  v.  330.  OdylT. 
lib.  9.  V.  39  ;  lib.  14.  V.  13*. 

b  Hcrodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  8c.  Died. 
8ic.  lib.  zi.  p.  a6.  Plut,  in  Ariftid. 
t.  i.  p.  33r- 

•1  Thi>  is  what  was  done  fometimes 
by  CiMoN.  Plut,  p  484  €14^7;  ^^y 
T»ftiOTa£U8,  Nep.  ia  Tim*  c.  z  ;  by 


Ltsamder,  Xenopb.  Hift.  Graec.  lib. 

2.  p.  463.  Died.  Sic  lib.  13.  p.  235. 
Plut,  io  Lyf.  p.  44%. 

^  CiMQN,  Pint,  in  Cim.  p.  487. 
Nep.  iu  Cim.  cap.  2. 

i  Herodpt.  lib.  9.  cap.  80.  Thttcyd. 
lib.  3.  cap.  114. 

^  MYRoMiDtt,  Died.  Sic.  hb.  tl. 
p.  63.    Agbsilaus,  Nep.  in  Agef.  cap. 

3.  Plut,  in  AgeC  p.  dot.  Xeooph. 
in  Ager.  p.  654.  I^bichatcs,  Polysen. 
Scratag.  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  j  3. 

^  CmoN,  Plucct  Nep.  tttfapn^ 
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or  at  lead  appropriating  to  themfelves  the  third,   which  ia 
certain  countries  is  regularly  affigned  them  by  conftant  ufage®. 

With  us  there  is  no  law  to  rcftrain  the  prerogative  of  the 
general  who  avails  himfelf  of  it  as  he  happens  to  be  more  or 
Icfs  difinterefted.  All  that  the  flate  requires  of  him  is,  that 
the  troops  may  live,  if  poflible,  at  the  expence  of  the  enemy, 
and  find,  in  the  divifion  of  the  fpoils  a  fupplement  to  their 
pay,  when  it  becomes  oecelfary  to  diminilh  it  from  motives 
of  œconomy* 

The  following  days  were  fet  apart  for  the  exercife .  of  the 
troops*  I  (hall  not  attempt  to  fpeak  of  all  the  manoeuvres  to 
which  I  was  a  witnefs  ;  my  defcription  would  be  but  imper- 
feâ,  and  ufelefs  to  thofe  for  whom  I  am  writing  :  the  follow- 
ing are  only  a  few  general  obfervations. 

Near  Mount  Anchefmusi  we  found  a  body  of  fixteen  hun- 
dred heavy  armed  in&ntry,  drawn  up  fixteen  deep  and  one 
hundred  in  front,  each  foldier  occupying  p  the  fpace  of  four 
cubits  *•  To  them  was  added  another  body  of  light  armed 
troops. 

The  beft  men  were  placed  in  the  firft  and  laft  ranks  %  The 
commanders  of  the  files  efpecially,  as  well  as  thofe  at  each 
end,  were  all  of  them  men  difiinguiflied  for  their  brave- 
ry and  experience  '.  One  of  the  ofiicers  gave  the  word  of 
Command.  Take  up  your  arms,  cried  he  '  :  Followers,  leave 
the  phalanx  :  Raife  your  pikes  :  Lower  your  pikes  :  File- 
leader,  drefs  the  files  :  Takt  your  diftances  :  To  the  right  a- 
bout  2  To  the  left  about  *  :  The  pike  within  your  buckler  "  : 
March  *  :  Halt  :  Double  your  files  :  Recover  your  pofition  : 
The  Lacedaemonian  evolution  :  Recover  your  pofition,  &c« 


*  Cleombnii,  Polyb.  Hift.  lib.  %, 
p.  U7' 

•  JElian.  Taâ.  cap.  xx. 

P  5  feet  8  închet  FrcBch  (or  6  feet 
EngUih,  nearly). 

**  Xenopb.  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  769. 
^  Arriao.  Taét,  p.  4C  et  33.  -S^Uaa. 

FoLL 


Taâ.  cap.  5. 

•  Arrian.  ibid.  p.  73.  JfiUan.  Taâ. 
«P-  51  ct  53. 

'  Theopbr.  Cbaraâ.  ni^.  *Oif^/. 

u  Ariftoph.  in  At.  ▼.  388.  Scb^I^ 
ibid. 

^  Arrian.  iEliap.  «t  fupra. 
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At  the  word  of  comand,  we  faw  the  phalanx  fucccffiveTjr 
open  its  files  and  ranks,  clofe  and  comprels  them,  fo  that  the 
.  foldier  occupying  onlj  the  fpace  of  one  cubit  *,  was  no  long- 
er able  to  move  either  to  the  right  or  left  '•  Now  we  faw  it 
form  a  clofe  line,  and  now  divided  into  feâions,  the  intervals 
of  which  were  occafionally  occupied  bj  light  troops  '  ;  and, 
at  length,  bj  means  of  certain  evolutions,  afluming.all  the 
forms  of  which  it  was  capable,  marching  forward  in  a  colunm, 
in  a  perfeâ  or  oblong  fquare,  either  with  a  hollow  or  folid 
centre,  &c  *. 

During  thefe  manoeuvres,  blows  were  frequently  gives  to 
untraâable  or  negligent  foldiers^*  This  furprifed  me  the 
more,  as  among  the  Athenians  it  is  not  permitted  to  ftrike 
even  a  flave  ^.  Hence  I  concluded,  that  difliononr  in  potifli- 
ed  nations  often  depends  more  on  arbitrary  circumfiances, 
than  on  the  renl  nature  of  things, 

Thefe  evolutions  were  fcarcely  finiflied,  before  we  difcover- 
ed  a  cloud  of  dud  arifing  at  a  diftance,  and  the  advanced 
pofls  ^  announced  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  This  was  a  fé- 
cond body  of  infantry  that  ha^i  been  exercifing  at  the  Lyce- 
um ^,  and  which  had  been  fent  by  its  commanders  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  former,  to  exhibit  the  reprefentation  of  a 
battle  ^.  The  ihout,  To  arms,  was  inftantly  given  ;  the  fol- 
diers  flew  to  their  ranks,  and  the  light  troops  took  their  da- 
tion in  the  rear  j  whence  they  pour  on  the  enemy  «  arrows 
darts  and  Hones,  which  pafs  over  the  heads  of  the  phalanx f. 
Meanwhile  the  enemy  were  advancing  with  redoubled 
fpced^i  carrying  their  pikes  on  the  right  flioulder.     Their 


•  i8  inchci. 

y  Arriaii.T»a.  p.  3».  iElian.T»a. 
cap.  IX. 

*  Xeooph.  Csped.  Cjrr.  lib.  5.  p.  353. 
a  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  304.    Traduâ. 

de  M.  It  Comte  de  U  Luzerne,  p.  407. 
t.  i.    Arfi»D.  Taâ.  p.  69. 

h  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  p.  368. 

^  Id.  de  Rep.  Athen  p.  693. 

d  3d.  Expcd.  Cyr.  lib.  a.  p.  5178. 


*  Ariftoph.  in  Pac.  t.  355.  Schol. 
ibtd.  io  y.  353. 

f  OooTand.  loft.  cap.  la  p.  34. 

S  Xenoph.  Cyrop.  lib.  6.  p.  X67. 
Arrian.  Taâ.  p.  %q. 

t  Onofaoder  (loft.  cap.  10.)  faySf 
that  in  thefe  mock  fights  the  oplitc 
had  ùwftê  and  leathern  firapt;  the  light- 
armed  troops,  pellets  or  clods  of  earth 

b  Xenopb.  fixped.  lib.  6.  p.  387. 
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light  troops  approached  '  with  lood  {houts,  ^ere  repulfed, 
put  to  flight,  and  fucceeded  by  the  oplits,  who  halted  at  the 
diftance  of  the  flight  of  a  javelin.  A  profound  filence  now 
reigned  through  both  lines  ^.  Prefently  the  trumpet^  gave 
the  fignah  The  foldiers  fang  the  hymn  of  battle  in  honour 
of  Mars  '  ;  and  lowered  their  pikes,  fome  ft r iking  their  buck-* 
lers  with  them  °^.  The  whole  body  ran  forward  in  a  line» 
and  in  perfeâ  order»  To  increafe  their  ardour,  the  general 
gave  the  fhout  of  battle  ",  while  they  a  thoufand  times  re- 
peated after  him,  Eleceu,  Eleleleu  ^  !  The  aâion  now 
appeared  very  animated  ;  the  enenny  were  difperfcd,  and  we 
heard  the  word  Alale  *  !  which  is  the  fliout  of  vîâory  p, 
re-echoed  on  all  fides  through  our  little  army. 

Our  light  troops  went  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy  %  and  brought 
ia  feveral  prifoners.  The  vidorious  foldiers  prepared  a  tro- 
phy, and,  ranging  themfelves  in  order  of  battl^in  front  of 
am  adjoining  camp,  laid  down  their  arms,  but  in  fuch  order 
as  to  be  found  all  teady  formed  on  taking  them  up  ''•  They 
then  retired  into  the  camp  ;  where,  after  taking  a  flight  re- 
pall,  they  paiTed  the  night  on  beds  of  leaves  ^ 

None  of  the  precautions  obferved  in  the  time  of  war  were 
hegleâed.  •  No  fires  were  made  in  the  camp  '  j  but  fome 
were  lighted  in  the  front  to  difcover  any  attempts  of  the  ene- 
my ".     Evening  fentinels  were  pofted  *,  and  relieved  at  the 


i  iSiiao.  Taâ.  cap.  17. 

fc  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  3.  v.  t. 

1  Xenoph.  Hift,  Grcr.  lib.  a.  p. 
474.  Id.  Exped.  lib.  4.  p.  324»  3^0, 
&c. 

°»  Id-  Expcd.  lib.  1.  p.  465.  Poll, 
lib.  I.  cap  10.  {163 

°  XcDoph.  ap.  Dcmct.  Phaler.  c.  98. 

<>  Id.  Exped.  lib.  j  p.  26$  AriPiOph. 
in  Ar.  V.  .^63.  Schcl.  ibid.  Htfych. 
et.Suid.  in  'EXiXiti. 

*  In  ancient  time*,  the  laft  letter  of 
the  word  Alalé  was  proni'Onced  like 
the  French  t  (Plat,  in  Cratyl.  t.  I  p. 
41^.)  To  adapt  thi»  obfcrvation  to 
the  Hnglifh  mode  of  pronouncing  the 


•vo-wel»,  it  il  fcarcely  ncceflary  to  dé- 
fi re  the  reader  to  fubflitutc  a  fur  g  in 
the  firft  inilance,  and  ee  for  1  in  the 
fecofid. 

P  Ariftoph.  in  At.  v.  954,  et  1761. 
Schol.  ibid.     Hefych.  in  'A7.aX. 

^  Xenoph.  Expcd.  lib  6.  p.  387. 

*■  Tradudion  de  l'Expédition  de  Cy- 
ru«,  par  M.  le  Comte  de  la  Luzerne, 
f.  i.  p   211. 

^  Polyscn.  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  $  19.  Euf- 
tath.  în  Odyir.  p  1678.  Schol.  Arif- 
toph. in  Pac.  V.  347. 

^  Ariftoph.  in  Av.  t.  842,     . 

**  Xt|poph.  Hift.  Grac.  hb.  é.pfS;. 

*  Id.  Fxped.  lib.  7.  p.  406. 
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different  watches  of  the  night  ^.  The  round  was  often  made 
bj  an  officer  carrying  a  little  bell  ^,  at  the  found  of  which 
the  fentinel  pronounced  the  order  or  watch  word.  This- 
word  is  a  token,  changed  from  time  to  time^  to  diftinguifh 
thofe  of  the  fame  party.  It  is  communicated  to  the  officers 
and  foldiers  before  a  battle,  to  enable  them  to  rally  in  the  heat 
of  aâion  ;  and  before  night,  that  they  may  know  each  other 
in  the  dark  *•  The  general  gives  it  ;  and  the  greateft  mark 
of  diftinâion  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  grant,  is  to  concede 
this  privilege  to  another  ^* .  The  following  formularies  are 
frequently  employed  :  Jupiter  Saviour  ami>  Hercules  Con- 
ductor ^  J  Jupiter  Saviour  and  Victory  ;  Minerva-Pal- 
las ;  THE  Sun  and  Moon  ;  Sword  and  Dagger**. 

Iphicrates,  who  had  never  quitted  us,  told  us  that  he  had 
fuppreifed  the  ufe  of  the  bell  in  going  the  rounds  ;  and,  the 
better  to  confcal  the  word  from  the  enemy,  gave  out  two  dif- 
ferent ones  for  the  officer  and  the  fentinel,  fo  that  one,  for  in- 
flance,  anfwered,  Jupiter  Saviour  j  the  other,  Neptune  ^. 

Iphicrates  was  of  opinion  that  the  camp  (hould  be  defended 
by  a  circumvallation.  That  is  a  precaution,  faid  he,  which 
ihould  be  conftantly  obferved,  and  which  I  never  negleâed, 
even  when  in  a  friendly  country  ^. 

You  fee  tbofe  beds  of  leaves,  added  he.  Sometimes  I  or- 
der one  only  to  be  made  for  two  foldiers,  at  others  each  foldier 
has  two.  I  then  quit  my  camp  ;  the  enemy  comes,  numbers  my 
beds,  and  fuppoûng  me  at  the  head  of  more  or  fewer  forces 
than  I  really  have,  either  does  not  venture  to  attack  me,  or 
does  it  to  difadvantage  s, 

I  maintain  vigilance  among  my  troops,  by  privately  excit- 
ing panic  terrors,  by  frequent  alarms,  and  fometimes  by  a 


y  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4  p.  316. 

*  Ariftoph.  in  A  v.  ▼.  843  ct  1160. 
Schol.  ibid.  Ulpian.  in  Demoilh.  de 
Fair.  Leg.  p.  377. 

*  Xenoph.  Exped.  lib.  6.  p.  386; 
lib.  7.  p.  4c6.  / 

b  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7.  p.  407. 


<:  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  p  386. 
d  Id.  ibid.  lib.  I.  p.  164.    iEneas, 
Comment,  cap.  24. 
«  ^.ncas,  ibid. 

f  Poly»n.  Sirat  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  f  17. 
C  Id.  ibid»  j  19. 
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falfe  rumour  of  treachery,  of  an  ambufcadCi  or  of  a  reinforce- 
ment ,  received  by  the  enemy  *• 

To  prevent  a  pernicious  idlenefs  in  times  of  tranquillity,  I 
employ  my  men  to  dig  trenches,  cut  down  trees,  and  remove 
the  camp  and  baggage  from  place  to  place  K 

But  above  all,  I  endeavour  to  lead  them  by  the  incentive 
of  honour.  One  day,  when  on  the  point  of  engaging,  I  ob- 
ferved  fome  foldiers  turn  pale  ;  I  immediately  faid  aloud  :  If 
any  of  you  has  forgotten  any  thing  in  camp  let  him  go  back 
and  return  as  quick  as  poffible.  The  cowards  availing  them- 
felves  of  the  permiffion,  I  then  exclaimed.  The  flaves  have 
difappeared  ;  none  remain  with  us  but  the  brave.  We  march- 
ed, and  the  enemy  took  to  flight^. 

Iphicrates  related  to  us  many  fuch  firatagems,  which  had 
been  attended  with  fimilar  fuccefs.  We  withdrew  towards 
the  middle  of  the  night.  On  the  next,  and  feveral  fucceed- 
ing  days,  we  faw  the  cavalry  exercife  at  the  Lyceum  and  near 
the  Academy  *  :  they  were  trained  to  vault  on  horfe-back 
without  aid  ",  to  throw  javelins  ^^  leap  ditches,  climb  emi- 
nences, and  ride  along  declivities  ^  ;  to  attack  and  purCae  each 
other  ^,  and  to  perform  various  kinds  of  evolutions,  now  fe- 
parately,  and  afterward  in  conjunâion  with  the  infaiitry. 

Timagenes  faid  to  me.  However  excellent  this  cavalry 
may  be,  they  will  be  beaten  if  they  come  to  a£tion  with  that 
of  the  Thebans.  They  admit  but  a  fmall  number  of  flingers 
and  javelin  men  into  the  intervals  of  their  line  ;  the  Thebans 
have  three  times  as  many,  and  employ  none  but  Thefialians, 
who  are  fuperior  in  this  fpecies  of  attack  to  all  the  nations  of 
Greece.    The  event  juftified  the  prediftion  of  Timagenes  '. 


^  Id.  ibid.  §  32. 
i  Id.  ibid.  ^25* 
k  Id.  ibid.  §  I. 

*    Xenoph.    dc    Magift.  Ecjuit.  p. 
959i  &c. 
»"  Id.  ibid,  p  5)54. 


"  Id.  ibid.  p.  954  ct  ^s^, 
°  Id.  ibid.  p.  y 66  ;  et  dc  Re  E^eft* 
p.  936. 

P  Id.  dc  Re  Equeft.  p.  951. 
^  Died.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  35^4. 
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The  army  prepared  for  îts  departure.  Many  families  were 
in  confternation.  The  fentiments  of  natare  and  of  love  now 
began  to  revive  with  redoubled  energy  in  the  hearts  of  wives 
and  mothers.  Whilft  they  were  thus  abandoning  themfelves 
to  their  fears,  the  ambaffadors  lately  arrived  from  Lacedaemon, 
entertained  us  with  accounts  of  the  courage  which  the  Spartan 
women  bad  difplayed  on  fuch  occafions.  A  young  foldier, 
ihowing  his  fword  to  his  mother,  faid.  It  is  very  (hort.  Well 
then,  replied  Ihe,  you  have  only  to  advance  a  ftep  farther  ^ 
Another  Lacedaemonian  woman,  while  giving  her  fon  bis 
fiiicld*,  faid  to  him,  Return  with  this,  or  upon  this*. 

The  troops  were  prefent  at  the  feftival  of  Bacchus,  and  on 
the  lad  day  we  witnefTed  a  ceremony  which  the  circumftances 
of  the  moment  rendered  peculiarly  interefting.  The  fenate, 
the  army,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  citizens  of  all  ranks, 
and  foreigners  from  every  country  were  ffieûators  of  it.  At 
the  end  of  the  lall  tragedy,  we  faw  a  herald  make  his  appear* 
ance  on  the  ftage,  followed  by  feveral  young  orphans  clad  in 
glittering  armour.  He  advanced  in  order  to  prefent  tbem  to 
this  augufl  afTembly  ;  and,  with  a  firm  and  fonorous  voice, 
ilowly  pronounced  thefe  words  :  **  Behold  thefe  young  men 
whofe  fathers  were  flain  in  battle  after  bravely  fighting.  The 
people  who  adopted  them  have  taken  care  of  their  edu« 
cation  until  iheir  twentieth  year.  This  day  they  give  tbem 
a  complete  fuit  of  arn>our  9  they  return  them  to  their  homes, 
and  afiign  them  the  firft  places  at  our  public  fpeAacks  '.** 
£very  heart  felt  the  livelieft  emotion.  The  troops  flied  tears 
of  fenfibility  and  joy,  and  on  the  next  day  began  their  march. 


^  Plutarch.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii. 
p.  24 1- 

»  Arift.  ap  Stoh.  ferm.  7-  p-  88. 
Plut.  ibid.  Scxt.  Emp,  Pyrrh.  Hypot. 
lib.  3.  cap.  %4.  p.  181. 

*  At  Sparta,  to  lofc  the  (hicld  was 
dîihoAourable  in  the  bighcll  degree  ; 


and  it  was  on  their  fliSelds  that  the 
dead  bodies  of  foldiert  were  hrought 
from  the  field  of  battle. 

K  Thncyd.  lib.  %,  cap.  46.  IMat.  m 
Menex.  t.  ti.  p.  148.  .£fehia.  in  Cte- 
fiph.  p.  452.  Lefbon-  hi  Protrcpt.  ^ 
17».    X/aerc.  in  Solos,  lib.  i.  }  ^. 
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CHAP.     XI; 

The  T^eatre^* 

1.  HATE  jaft  been  to  fee  a  tragedj  ;  and,  in  the  confufed 
ftate  of  mj  ideas,  hafiily  commit  to  paper  the  impreifions 
it  has  made  Upon  m€« 

-  The  theatre  opened  at  break  of  day  ^  ;  I  went  thither  with 
Fhilotas*  Nothing*  can  be  fo  majedic  as  the  £rft  view.  On 
one  fid«  we  fee-  the  ftage  ornamented  with  fcenes  executed  by 
the  ableft  artifts  ;  and  on  the  other,  a  vaft  amphitheatre  lined 
with  feats  rifing  one  above  the  other  to  a  very  great  height;  with 
landing-places  and  ftairs,  tvhich,  lengthened  out,  and  inter- 
fering each  other  at  intervals,  facilitate  the  communication» 
and  divide  the  feats  into  feveral  compartments,  fome  of  which 
are  referved  for  particular  communities  and  clafles  of  citizens. 
The  people  flocked  hither  in  crowds  ;  they  kept  coming  and 
going,  afcending,  defcending,  flioucing,  laughing,  preffing 
and  pùlhing  each  other,  and  braving  the  officers,  who  were 
running  about  on  all  fides  to  maintain  order  ^.  Amid  this 
tumult,  the  nine  archons,  or  chief  magiilrates  of  the  republic, 
the  courts  of  juftice  7,  the  fenate  of  five  hundred,  the  general 
ofiicers  of  the  army  ',  the  minifters  of  the  altars  ^  fucceflively 
arrived.  Thefe  different  bodies  occupied  the  lower  feats  :  a. 
hove  them  were  placed  all  the  young  men  who  had  attained 
their  eighteenth  year  ^.  The  women  were  fiationed  in  a  place 
that  kept  them  at  adiftance  from  the  men  and  the  courtezans  ^. 


*  In  the  2d  year  of  the  104th  Olym- 
pi&d,  the  firft  day  of  the  {greater  Biony- 
£»•  or  grand  feftivals  of  Bacchus, which, 
according  to  Dodwell,  alwayi  began  on 
the  xith  of  Elaphebolioo,  fell  on  the 
jth  of  April  of  the  year  362^  before 
Chrift. 

"  Xenoph.  Œcon.  p.  825.  JEfchin. 
i   Ctefiph.  p.  440. 

^  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  631.  Ulpiao. 


ibid.  p.  688.    SchoL  Ariftoph.  io  Pac 
V.  733. 
y  Poll  Onom.  lib.  4.  cap.  19.  {  X2I. 

*  Theophr.  Charad.  cap.  5.  Cafaub. 
ibid.  p.  51, 

*  Hefych.  in  Ni/iair.  • 

h  PoU.  ibid.  \  xsa.  SchoL  Ariftoph* 
in  Av.  V.  795, 

^  Arifloph.  Ecclef.  ▼.  aa.     Schol. 
ibid. 
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The  orcheftra  was  empty.  That  was  fet  apart  for  emulative 
contefts  in  poetr  j,  mufic,  and  dancing,  which  take  place  after 
the  reprefcntation  of  the  pieces  ;  for  here  all  the  arts  are  unit- 
ed to  gratify  all  taftes. 

I  faw  fome  Athenians  who  had  purple  carpets  fpread  under 
their  feet,  and  were  lifxuriouily  lolling  on  cuihions  brought 
thither  by  their  flaves  ^  ;  others,  who,  before  and  during  the 
reprefcntation,  called  for  wine,  fruit,  and  bifcuits^;  others 
again,  who  brifkly  flepped  upon  the  benches  to  choofe  a 
commodious  place,  and  take  it  from  the  perfon  then  occupying 
it  ^  They  have  a  right  fo  to  do,  faid  Philotas,  It  is  a  dif^^ 
tinftion  they  have  received  from  the  republic,  as  a  recompence 
for  fervices. 

Obferving  that  I  was  aftoniflied  at  the  number  of  fpeâators, 
he  told  me  they  might  amount  to  about  thirty  thoufand  ^, 
The  folemnity  of  thcfe  feftivals,  faid  he,  attraâs  people  from 
all  parts  of  Greece,  and  diffufes  a  fpirit  of  delirium  among 
the  inhabitants  of  ihis  city.  For  many  days  you  will  fee 
them  negleâ  all  bufinefs,  deny  themfelves  deep,  and  fpend 
part  of  the  day  here,  without  ever  being  fatiated  with  the 
variety  of  exhibitions.  This  pleafure  has  double  charms 
for  them,  as  they  but  feldom  tafie  it.  The  competition  of 
dramatic  pieces  takes  place  only  at  two  other  feflivals.  But 
authors  referve  all  their  efforts  for  this.  We  are  promifed 
feven  or  eight  new  pieces  *.  Do  not  ,be  furprifed  :  every  man 
£n  Greece  who  writes  for  the  theatre  is  anxious  to  offer  us 
the  homage  of  his  talents  '•  Beiides,  we  fometimes  revive 
the  pieces  of  ouf  ancient  authors  ;  and  the  lifts  are  about  to 
be  opened  with  the  Antigone  of  Sophocles.     You  will  have 


d  iEfchin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  440.  Tficor 
phr.  Charadt.  cap.  9. 

^  Philoch.  ct  Phcrccr.  ap.  Athcn. 
lib.  IT.  p.  464. 

f  Ariftoph.  EqnJt.  v.  57».  Sdiol. 
ibid.  Suid.  in  Ueoi}. 


8  Plat.  ID  ConT.  t.  îiî.  p.  1 73  et  1 75., 
h  Piut.  ao  Scni,  &c.  t.  ti.  p.  785.' 

Mem.  de  l*Ac«L   des'  Bell.  Lcttr.  t 

zzix.  p.  x8i. 

i  Çlat.  ÎD  Lach.  t  u.  p.  183. 
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the  pleafure  of  hearing  two  excellent.  aâorSi  Theodoras  and 
Ariftodemus  '^.  ^ 

Fhilotas  had  fcarcelj  ended,  before  a  herald,  after  com» 
xnanding  ûlence  ^9  proclaimed  :  Let  the  chorus  of  Sophocles 
advance™.  This  was  to  announce  the  piece,  and  a  perfeâ 
filence  enfued.  The  theatre  reprefented  the  vedibule  of  the 
palace  of  Creon,  king  of  Thebes  ".  Antigone  and  Ifmene» 
daughters  of  Œdipus,  opened  the  fcene  in  maiks.  Thcit 
declamation  appears  natural,  faid  I  ;  but  their  voice  furpriles 
roe.  What  are  the  names  of  thefe  two  aftrefles  ?«— Theodorus 
and  Ariftodemus,  anfwered  Fhilotas  ;  for  here  no  women  ap* 
pear  on  the  flage  °.  A  moment  after,  a  chorus  of  aged  The* 
bans  entered,  arranged  three  in  front  and  five  deep,  walking 
with  meafured  fleps,  and  celebrating,  in  melodious  fongs,  the 
viâorv  juft  gained  by  the  Thebans  over  Poljnices,  brother  of 
Antigone, 

The  plot  now  infenfiblj  unfolded.  Every  thing  I  faw  and 
heard  was  fo  novel  to  me,  that  mj  attention  increafed  each 
inftant  with  my  furprife.  Hurried  along  by  the  enchantment 
that  furrounded  me,  I  feemed  to  be  in  the  midft  of  Thebes. 
I  beheld  Antigone  pay  the  tribute  of  funeral  duties  to  Polyni- 
ces,  in  defpite  of  the  rigorous  prohibition  of  Creon.  I  law 
the  tyrant,  deaf  tp  the  prayers  of  his  fon,  the  virtuous  Hsemoo, 
whom  Oie  was  on  the  point  of  efpoufing,  order  her  to  be 
violently  dragged  into  a  dark  cavern,  which  appeared  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fiage  p,  and  which  was  to  become  her  tomb. 
Prefently,  terrified  with  the  menaces  of  heaven,  he  advanced 
towards  the  cavern,  whence  ifiued  the  mod  dreadful  groans. 
They  were  the  groans  of  his  fon,  holding  in  clofe  embrace 
the  wretched  Antigone,  who  had  terminated  her  miferies  by 
the  fatal  knot.     The  prefence  of  Creon  irritates  his  fury  :  he 


fc  Demofth.  in  Falf.  Leg.  p.  331. 
1  Ulpian.  in  Demofth.  p.  687. 
^  Ariftoph.  Acharn,  V.  11.     Schol. 
ibid. 

**  Soph,  in  Antig.  ▼,  18.    Argum. 


Ariftoph.  Grammat.  ibid. 

'^  Vint,  in  Phoc.  t.  i-  p.  750.  Aul. 
Gclî.  lib.  7.  cap.  5.  Lucian.  de  Salt- 
cap.  a8.  t.  ii.  p.  285. 

P  PpU.  lib.  4.  c»p.  19.  §  124. 
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draws  hi$  fword  againft  his  father  ;  then  piercing  himfelf 
with  it|  (alls  at  the  feet  of  his  miftrefsi  in  whofe  arms  he  re- 
mains  locked  till  he  expires, 

Almoft  all  thefe  tragic  events  pafied  as  it  were  before  my 
cyeSi  or  rather  a  happy  diftance  mitigated  their  horror.  What 
then  is  that  art  that  makes  me  at  once  experience  fo  mach 
pain  and  pleafure  ;  that  firongly  fixes  mj  attention  on  calami- 
ties,  which,  if  realized,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  me  to 
fupport  ?  What  a  marvellous  combination  of  illnfions  and 
realities  !  I  flew  to  the  aid  of  the  two  lovers  ;  I  detefied  the 
remorfelefs  author  of  their  forrows.  The  moft  violent  paffioos 
rent  my  foul,  without  tormenting  it ,  and  for  the  firll  time  I 
found  charms  eveil  in  hatred. 

Thirty  thoufand  fpeâators,  nîelting  into  tears^  redoubled 
my  emotion  and  delirium.  How  interefting  did  the  princeis 
appear,  when,  by  the  relentlefs  guards  dragged  towards  the 
cavern,  her  lofty  and  unconquerable  foul,  yielding  to  the  im- 
perious voice  of  Nature,  for  a  fingle  moment  feemed  to  confeis 
weakpefs,  and  gave  utterance  to  thefe  plaintive  accents  : 

"  Muft  I  then,  while  yet  alive,  flowly  defcend  into  the 
maniions  of  the  dead  ^  ?  Shall  I  no  more  behold  the  light  of 
heaven  '  ?  O  tomb,  O  funeral  bed,  eternal  habitation  •  !  There 
remains  for  me  but  one  hope  :  thou  wilt  ferve  me  as  a  paiTage 
to  rejoin  my  family,  that  difaftrous  family,  of  which  I  periih 
the  lad  and  the  moft  wretched  '.  Again  (hall  I  behold  the 
authors  of  my  being  }  and  they  fliall  again  behold  mc  with 
pleafure.  And  thou,  Polynices,  O  my  brother  !  thou  (halt 
know  that,  to  perform  towards  thee  the  duties  prefcribed  by 
nature  and  religion,  I  have  facrificed  my  youth,  my  life,  mj 
nuptials,  and  whatever  was  dcareft  to  me  in  the  world.  Alas  ! 
all  abandon  me  in  this  calamitous  moment.  The  Thebans 
infult  my  forrows  "•     I  have  not  a  friend  from  whom  I  can 

^  Sophod.  in  Antigon,  V.  93».  I      *  Id.  ibid.  ▼.  907, 

'  Id.  ibid.  ▼.  891,  I     0  Id,  ibid.  V.  8jo. 

'  Id.  ibid.  V.  903.  I 

i 
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obtain  a  tear  ^.  I  bear  deatb  wbo  calls  me,  and  tbe  gods  are 
filent  ^.  What  are  my  crimes  ?  If  my  piety  was  a  cri  me,  I 
ought  to  expiate  it  by  my  death.  If  my  enemies  are  guilty, 
I  wi{h  them  no  more  dreadful  puniihments  than  thofe  I  fuf- 
fer  ^" 

The  prize  is  not  to  be  adjudged  till  after  the  reprefentation 
of  all  the  pieces.  That  of  Sophocles  was  followed  by  fome 
others,  to  which  I  haji  no  longer  the  power  to  liftçn.  I  ^  had 
no  more  tears  to  flied,  no  more  attention  t*  beflow. 

In  this  chapter,  I  have  copied  the  very  words  of  my  journal. 
I  iball  defcribe  elfewhere  every  thing  relative  to  the  dramatic 
art,  and  the  other  fpeâacles  which  give  fuch  fplendour  to  the 
Dionyfiac  feftivals. 


CHAP.     XII. 
Defcription  of  Athens. 

J-  HERE  is  not  a  city  in  Greece  which  prefents  us  with  fo 
vail  a  number  of  public  buildings  and  monuments  as  Athens. 
Hdi&ces  venerable  for  their  antiquity,  or  admirable  for  their 
elegance,  raife  their  majeftic  heads  on  all  fides.  Mafterpieces 
of  fculpture  are  extremely  numerous  even  in  the  public  places, 
and  concur  with  the  fined  produâions  of  the  pencil,  to  em- 
belliih  the  porticos  and  temples.  Here  every  thing  is  ani- 
mate, every  thing  fpeaks  to  the  eyes  of  the  attentive  fpeâa* 
tor.  The  hiftory  of  the  monuments  of  this  people  would 
form  the  hiftory  of  their  warlike  achievements,  their  grati* 
tude,  and  religious  worfhip. 

It  is  neither  my  intention  minutely  to  defcribe  them,  nor 
do  I  pretend  to  communicate  to  the  minds  of  my  readers  the 
impreflions  made  on  mine  by  th^fe  beautiful  ^orks  of  art. 

^  IH.  ibid.  V.  894.  I  .  '  Jd.  iltti  V.  94«. 

y  Id.  ibid.  V.  94j;.  I 
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It  is  a  fource  of  the  highcft  pleafure  to  a  traveller,  to  hare 
enjojed  a  number  of  pleafing  and  livelj  emotions»  the  remem- 
brance of  which  is  perpetually  recurring  during  the  courfe 
of  his  whole  life  ;  but  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  participate 
them  with  thofe,  who  never  having  experienced  the  fame  fen- 
fationSy  are  alwajs  more  interefted  in  the  recital  of  his  fuf- 
ferings  than  in  the  narrative  of  his  pleafures,  I  (hall  imi- 
tate thofe  guides  who  ihow  to  (Irangers  the  curiofities  of  O- 
Ijmpia  and  Delphi,  I  (hall  conduâ  mj  reader  into  the  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  Athens  :  the  point  of  time  (hall  be  the  lat- 
ter years  of  my  refidence  in  Greece,  and  we  will  begin  by 
landing  at  the  Piraeus  *• 

This  harbour,  which  contains  three  lefler  ones  *,  lies  to  the 
weft  of  thofe  of  Munychise  and  Phalerum,  at  this  day  aimoft 
totally  deferted.  Not  led  than  three  hundred  galleys  have 
fometimes  been  colleâed  here  at  once  \  and  it  is  fuflSciently 
capacious  to  contain  four  hundred  f  ^.  It  was  firft  dtfcovered, 
if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  by  Themiftocles,  when  he  laid  the  plan  of 
giving  a  navy  to  the  Athenians  ^.  Markets  and  magazines 
>D7ere  prefently  ereded,  and  an  arfenal  capable  of  furuilhiiig 
every  thing  neceflary  for  the  equipment  of  a  great  number  of 
veffels. 

Before  we  fet  foot  on  ihore,  let  us  caft  our  eyes  on  the 
neighbouring  promontory.  A  fquare  ftone,  without  any  or« 
naments,  and  refling  on  a  Cmple  bafe,  forms  the  fepulchral 
monument  of  Themiftocles,  his  body  having  been  brought 
hither  from  the  place  of  his  exile  *•  Behold  thofe  veflels 
that  are  arriving,  thofe  that  are  preparing  to  depart,  or  are 
already  under  fail  :  obferve  thofe  women  and  children  running 


*  See  the  plan  of  Athens,  and  the 
note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Thncyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  1.  p.  3.  Lc 
Rci,  Ruine$  de  ia  Grèce,  première  par- 
tie,  p.  261. 

*>   rhucyd.  Hb.  a.  cap.  13. 

+  Spon  aod  Whcclcr  obferve,  that 


this  port  couM  hardly  contaiti  forty  or 

forty- five  of  our  fhips. 

^  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  395. 

d  Plut,  in  Themitt.  t.  î.  p.  i%x. 
Ne  p.  in  Tliem.  cap.  6.  Died.  Sic.  lib. 
If.  p  3«. 

'   Paufan.  lib.  I.  p.  3. 
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to  the  iLore  to  receive  the  firft  embraces,  or  the  laft  farewel, 
of  their  huibands  and  their  fathers  ;  thofe  clerks  of  the  cuftom-i 
lioufe  hurrjing  to  open  the  bales  which  are  jaft  landed,  and 
to  affix  their  feals  until  thej  had  paid  the  duty  of  a  fiftieth  ^  ) 
thofe  magillrates,  thofe  infpeâors,  who  are  all  in  motion  ; 
ibme  to  fix  the  price  of  the  corn  and  flour  ^  ;  fome  to  give  or- 
ders for  the  conveyance  of  two  thirds  of  it  to  Athens  ^  ;  and 
others  employed  in  preventing  frauds,  and  maintaining  or* 
der'. 

Let  us  ftep  under  one  of  thefe  porticos  that  encompafs  the 
harbour  *.  Here  a  number  of  merchants,  who  are  on  the 
point  of  embarking  for  the  Eiixine  or  for  Sicily,  arc  borrow- 
ing the  money  they  are  in  want  of  at.heavy  intereft,  and  draw- 
ing up  the  contraft  which  contains  the  conditions  of  the  bar- 
gain ^  One  is  making  his  declaration  before  wltnefTes,  that 
the  merchandife  he  has  put  on  board  fhall,  in  cafe  of  ihip- 
wreck,  be  at  the  rilk  of  the  lenders  ™,  Farther  on,  you  fee 
expofed  on  tables,  famples  of  corn  and  other  goods  lately  im-« 
ported  from  the  Bofphorus  °.  Let  us  repair  to  the  fquare  of 
Hippodamus,  fo  called  from  the  builder,  aif  archlteâ  of  Mi- 
letus ^.  Here,  the  produâions  of  all  countries  are  accumulat- 
ed :  this  is  not  the  market  of  Athens,  but  of  all  Greece  p. 

The  Piraeus  is  decorated  with  a  theatre,  feveral  temples^ 
and  a  great  number  of  flatues^.  As  the  exiftence  of  Athens 
depends  on  the  fafety  of  this  harbour,  Themiftocles  fecured 
it  againfl  a  fudden  attack,  by  building  that  noble  wall  which 
includes  both  the  town  of  the  Piraeus,  and  the  harbour  of 
Munychiae.     This  wall  is  fixty  fladia  '  in  length,  and  forty 


f  Demofth.  in  LacriC  p.  95  2«  ^neas, 
Poliorc.  cap.  «9. 

S  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  in  Xj/a^vX. 

h  D inarch,  ct  Ariftot.  ap.  Harpocr. 
zo  *Emfnk.    Etym.  Magn.  ibid. 

i  Ariaot.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  A^^r. 

k  Meurf.  in  Pir.  cap.  4. 

1  Demofth.  in  Lacrit.  p.  949.  Theo- 
phr.  Charaâ.  cap.  33. 


^  Demofth.  adv.  Phorm.  p.  944. 

°  Harpocr.  in  ùûy/*,  Polyxn.  Scra« 
tag.  lib.  6.  ctp.  fl.  §  %. 

°  Meurf.  in  Pir.  cap.  5. 

P  Thucyd.  lif.  a.  c.  38.  lAnrr 
Paneg.  t.  i.  p.  139.  /Sopatr.  de  Diy . 
Qncft.  ap.  Rhet.  Grec.  t.  i.  p.  30^. 

•^  Meurf.  ibid. 

*"  Thucyd.  ]ib.  a.  cap.  13. 
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cubits  high  *.  Themiftocles  wiflied  to  ndfe  it  to  the  heighth 
of  eighty  cubits  *.  Its  thicknefs  is  greater  than  the  fpace  oc- 
cupied by  two  waggons.  It  was  built  of  huge  fquare  ftones, 
£iilened  on  the  outiide  ^j  iron  and  leaden  cramps. 

We  will  now  take  the  road  to  Athens,  and  follow  this  long 
wall»  which  extends  from  the  Piraeus  to  the  gates  of  the  citj, 
a  diftance  of  forty  iladia  '•  It  was  Themiftocles  likewife  who 
planned  this  wall  ^,  which  was  completed  under  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Cimon  and  Pericles  ^«  Some  years  after  they  built 
a  Amilar  one,  though  not  quite  fo  long,  from  the  walls  of  the 
city  to  the  port  of  Fhalerum  ^.  l^his  wall  is  on  our  right. 
The  foundations  of  both  were  laid  in  marftiy  ground,  which 
was  filled  up  with  huge  pieces  of  rock  ^.  By  thefe  two  walls 
of  communication,  now  called  the  long  walls,  the  Piraeus  is 
enclofed  within  the  precinâs  of  Athens,  of  which  it  forms 
the  rampart  :  After  the  taking  of  the  city,  they  were  wholly 
or  in  part  demoUûied  '  ;  but  at  prefent  they  are  almolt  com- 
pletely rcftored  ^. 

The  road  we  are  following  is  frequented  at  all  times,  and 
at  all  hours  of  the  day,  by  a  great  number  of  people,  attrac- 
ted by  the  proximity,  the  felltvals,  or  commerce  of  the 
Piraeus. 

But  let  us  view  the  cenotaph  before  us.  This  was  ereâed 
by  the  Athenians  in  memory  of  Euripides,  who  died  in  Ma- 
cedonia '.  Let  us  read  the  firft  words  of  the  «infcription  : 
The  GLORr  or  Euripides  has  all  Greece  for  a  monument *>* 


*  The  length  wa«  5670  toifet,  and 
cônfequeDily  two  French  leagues  of 
«500  toife»,  and  67a  toifet,  or  about 
a  quarter  of  a  league,  more  (fomewhat 
«boTe  6-|  miles  Engliih.)  Its  height 
being  40  cubit«,  or  60  Grecian  feet, 
was  56^  French  feet  (6o{  feet  £ng.) 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  93.  Appian. 
Bell.  Mithrfd.  cap.  190.  p.  325. 

«  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  cap.  13.  Strab. 
Hb.  9 .  p.  395.  Laert.  in  Antifth.  lib. 
6.  {  ». 

w  Plut,  in  Them.  t.i.  p.  lai. 
*   3c  Thucyd.  lib.  X.  cap.  1C7  et  108. 


Andocid.  d&  Pac.  p.  24.  Plut,  in  Pe« 
ricl.  t.  i.  p.  160. 

y  Andocid.  ibid. 

2  Plut,  in  Cim.  t.  i.  p.  48;. 

*  Xenoph.  Hid.  Grxc  lib.  2.  p. 
460.  Diod.  Sic.  Ub.  13.  p.  226.  Plut. 
in  Lyfand.  t.  t.  p.  441. 

l>  Xenoph.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  537.  Diod. 
lib.  14*  p-  3«3-  Mepos  in  Timoth.  cap. 
4.     Id.  in  Conon.  cap.  a, 

^  Paufan.  lib.  I.  cap.  2.  p.  6. 

^  Anthol.  lib.  3.  p.  273.  Thorn* 
Mag.  in  Vit.  Eurip. 
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Do  you  fee  that  concourfe  of  fpeâators  near  the  city  gate,  the 
litters  ftoppmg  there  %  and  that  man  upon  a  fcafibld  fur« 
rounded  by  workmen  ?  That  is  Praxiteles,  He  is  going  to 
fix  upon  a  bafe,  that  ferves  by  way  of  tomb»  a  grand  equef- 
trian  fiatue  which  he  has  juft  finiflied  ^« 

We  are  now  in  the  city,  and  clofe  to  an  edifice  called' Pom« 
peion  ^  ;  whence  it  is  that  thofe  pomps  or  procédions  of  young 
men  and  damfels  fet  out,  who  occafionally  difplay  themfelves 
at  the  feftivals  celebrated  by  the  other  nations.  In  an  adjoining 
temple  dedicated  to  Ceres,  are  admirable  ftatues  of  that  goddefs, 
Proferpine,  and  young  lacchus;  all  three  by  the  hand  of 
Praxiteles  *». 

Let  us  take  a  rapid  view  of  thofe  porticos  that  extend  along 
the  ftreet,  and  which  are  wonderfully  numerous  in  the  city. 
Some  (land  detached  :  others  are  contiguous  to  buildings,  to 
which  they  fcrve  as  veftibules.  Philofophers  and  idle  people 
fpend  part  of  the  day  here.  In  almoft  all  of  tlym  you'  fee 
paintings  and  ftatues  of  exquifice  workmanihip.  In  that  where 
they  fell  flour  '  you  will  find  a  piâure  of  Helen,  painted  by 
Zcuxis  ^. 

Let  us  take  this  ftreet  on  our  left  ;  it  will  lead  us  to  the 
quarter  of  the  Pnyx,  and  bring  us  near  to  the  place  where 
the  people  hold  fome  of  their  aiTemblies^  This  quarter, 
which  is  very  populous,  is  contiguous  to  that  of  the  iCerami- 
eus,  or  pottery-grounds,  fo  called  from  the  earthen  ware 
formerly  fabricated  there  "*.  fThis  extenfivc  fpace  is  divided 
into  two  parts  ;  one  without  the  walls,  where  the  academy 
is  fituated  \  the  other  within,  in  which  is  the  grand  fquare, 
or  forum. 


^  Dinarch.  Orat.  adv.  Demoftb.  10 
Oper.  Demofth.  p.  177. 

f  Pavfan.  lib.  i.  cap.  2.  p.  6. 

S  Id.  ibid. 

h  Id.  ibid. 

1  Hefych.  in  'A^ffr.  Artftoph.  in 
Zeclef.  V.  682. 


k  Eaftatib  in  Iliad,  lib.  iX.  p.  S68. 
Un.  37. 

1  Meorf.  de  Popol.  Adien.  in  toco 
Pnyx. 

^  Plili.  lib.  35.  cap.  I»,  p.  7iOi 
Suid.  in  Kff«^  Meurf.  Ceram. 
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We  will  flop  a  moment  at  the  royal  portico,  which  merits 
•ur  attention  in  feveral  points  of  view.  The  fécond  of  the 
archons»  flyled  the  king^-archon,  holds  his  tribunal  here*: 
bere  too  the  areopagus  fometimes  aûembles  ^.  The  ftatues 
on  the  roof  are  of  earthen  ware,  and  reprefent  Thefeus  pre- 
cipitating Sciron  into  the  fea,  and  Aurora  carrying  off  Cepha* 
lus  ^.  That  figure  in  bronze  which  you  fee  at  the  gate,  is 
Pindar.  He  is  reprefented  crowned  with  a  diadem,  with  a 
book  on  his  knees,  and  a  lyre  in  his  hand  ^.  Thebes,  his 
aative  country,  offended  at  the  eulogium  he  had  bellowed  on 
the  Athenians,  having  been  mean  enough  to  condemn  him  to 
a  pecuniary  fine,  Athens  decreed  him  this  monument,  lefs 
perhaps  from  efteem  for  the  poet,  than  from  hatred  of  the 
Thebans.  Not  far  from  the  llatue  of  Pindar  are  thofe  of 
Conon,  of  his  fon  Timotheus,  and  of  Evagoras,  king  oS 
Cyprus  '• 

Near  the  foyal  portico  is  that  of  Jupiter  Liberator  »,  where 
Euphranor  the  painter  haa  lately  reprefented,  in  a  feries  of 
piâures,  the  twelve  gods,  Thefeus,  the  people  of  Athens, 
and  that  engagement  of  the  cavalry  in  which  Gryllus,  the 
fon  of  Xenophon,  attacked  the  Thebans  commanded  by 
Epaminondas  ^  They  are  eafily  to  be  diftinguiOied  from 
each  other,  and  the  painter  has  expreffed,  with  all  the  fire  of 
genius,  the  courage  and  ardour  with  which  both  were  animât* 
ed  ^.  The  Apollo  of  the  adjoining  temple  is  by  the  fame 
band'. 

From  the  royal  portico  two  (Ireets  branch  out,  and  termx- 
nate  in  the  forum.  Let  us  take  that  on  the  right.  It  is  decorated, 
as  you  fee,  by  a  number  of  Hermaft,  the  name  given  to  thofe 
heads  of  Mercury  fupported  by  pedefiab  in  the  form  of  a 
iheath.   Some  of  thefe  have  been  ereâed  by  private  individu- 


'^  Pauraii.  lib.  I.  cap.  3.  p.  8. 
°  DemoftlK  in  Ariftog.  p.  831. 
P  Paufan.  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  p.  8. 
^  .£fchin.  Epifi.  4-  P*  A07. 
'  Ifocr.  io  Evagor.   t.  ii.  p. 


98 


Dcmoft.  in  Leptin.  p.  551.    Pauf,  ibid- 

*  Mçnrf.  in  Ceram.  cap.  4- 
t  Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  3.  p.  9- 

"  Plut,  de  Glor.  Athcn.  t.  ii  p.  346, 

*  Paulan.  lib.  X.  cap.  ^.  p.  9. 
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«Is  s  Others,  by  order  of  the  maglftrates  y.  Almoft  all  of 
them  record  glorious  achievments.  On  fome  are  infcribed 
leiTons  of  wifdom.  For  the  latter  Athens  is  indebted  to  Hip- 
parchus,  fon  of  Pifiltratus.  He  had  put  into  verfe  the  molt 
fublime  precepts  of  morality,  and  caufed  them  to  be  engraved 
OR  a  number  of  Hcrmae  credted  by  his  orders  in  the  fquares, 
crofs-ways,  many  of  the  ftreets  of  Athens,  and  in  the  towns 
of  Attica.  On  one,  for  example,  was  infcribed  :  Always 
TAKE  JUSTICE  FOR  YOUR  GUIDE  ;  on  another  ;  Never  violate 
THE  RIGHTS  OF  FRIENDSHIP  ^*  Thefe  maxims  no  doubt  have 
contributed  to  render  ihe  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  places  fo  fententious. 

This  ftreet  is  terminated  by  two  porticos  that  front  the 
forum.  The  one  is  that  of  the  Herman  ^  ;  the  other,  and  mod 
handfome  of  the  two,  is  called  the  Poecile.  In  the  former 
are  three  ftatues  of  Hermes,  on  which,  after  any  advantages 
gained  over  the  Medes,  they  formerly  infcribed  the  eulogiuai 
decreed  by  the  people,  not  to  the  generals,  but  to  the  foldiers 
who  had  conquered  under  their  command  ^  At  the  gate  of 
the  Pœcile  is  the  ftatue  of  Solon  ^.  The  walls  within  are 
covered  with  bucklers  taken  from  the  Lacedaemonians,  and 
other  nations  %  and  enriched  with  the  works  of  Polygnotus, 
Micon,  Panœnus,  and  other  celebrated  painters.  In  thefe 
pictures,  the  beauty  of  which  it  is  eafier  to  feel  than  to  de- 
fcribe,  we  view  the  taking  of  Troy,  the  fuccours  given  by 
the  Athenians  to  the  Heraclidœ,  the  battles  they  fought  with 
the  Lacedaemonians  at  Oenoe,  with  the  Perfians  at  Marathon, 
and  the  Amazons  in  Athens  itfclf  ^. 

The  forum,  which  is  extremely  fpacious,  is  decorated  with 
buildings  deftined  to  the  worfliip  of  the  gods,  or  the   fer  vice 

t 

y  Harpocr.  in  *Efft,  |      <*  Demofili.  in  Ariftojp.  p.  847.  Pao- 

^  Pjat.  in  Hipp.  t.  ii.  p  219.  He-  I  fan.  lib.  I.  cap.  16.  p.  38.  ^lian.  lib. 
fych.  in  'I«iw«(«.  Suid.  in  'E^^.  I  8.  cap.  16. 

*  Ariftor.  dc  Rhrtor.  t.  u.  p.  57a.      1       ^  Paufan.  lib.  I.  cap.  15. 

b  Mnefim.  ap  Athcn.  li    9.  p.  40»    |      f  Meurf.  Atlien.  Att.  lib.  I.  cap.  5. 

^  iBTchin.  in  C(cûph.  p.  458.  | 

roL  I.  A  a  ' 
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of  the  (late  ;  others  that  fometiroes  afford  an  afjlam  to  the 
wretched  ;  but  which  are  too  often  a  (belter  for  the  wicked  ; 
and  flatues  decreed  to  kings  and  individuals  who  have  merited 
well  of  the  republic  '• 

"Follow  me,  and  under  the  (hade  of  the  plane  trees  that  eaw 
bellilh  thefe  places  ^,  let  us  take  a  turn  along  one  fide  of  the 
fquare.  This  fpacious  enclofure  contains  a  temple  in  honour 
of  the  mother  of  the  gods,  and  the  palace  in  which  the  fenate 
afTembles  ^  In  the/e  edifices,  and  all  around  them,  are  plac« 
ed  cippi  and  columns,  on  which  are  engraven  feveral  of  .the 
laws  of  Solon,  and  the  decrees  of  the  people  \  To  that  ro- 
tunda, furrounded  bj  trees  ',  the  prjtanes,  in  rotation  of 
duty,  go  every  daj  to  dine,  and  fometimes  to  offer  up  bcru 
ficés  for  the  profperity  of  the  people  °*, 

In  the  middle  of  ten  fiatues,  whkh  give  their  names  to  the 
tribes  of  Athens  %  the  firfl  archon  holds  his  tribunal^.  Here 
the  eyes  of  the  enchanted  fpeâator  every  moment  meet  the 
works  of  genius.  In  the  temple  of  the  mother  of  the  gods 
you  have  feen  a  (latue  of  the  goddefs,  executed  by  Phidias  i^; 
in  the  temple  of  Mars,  before  us,  you  will  find  that  of  the 
god,  the  workmanfliip  6i  Alcamenes,  a  pupil  worthy  of  Phi- 
dias ">• 

Similar  monuments  are  to  be  met  with  on  every  fide  of  the 
forum.  In  the  middle  are  encamped  the  Scythians  kept  in 
pay  by  the  republic  to  maintain  order  '•  There  is  the  place 
in  which  the  people  fometimes  affemble,  but  it  is  now  cover- 
ed with  tents,  in  which  different  kinds  of  wares  are  ezpofed 
to  fale  *.  Farther  on  you  fee  a  crowd  which  it  is  almoft  ioi- 
pofiible  to  pafs  through.  There  are  fold  the  provifions  necef- 
fary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  fo  numerous  a  people.  ,  It  is  the 


s  Id.  Ceram.  cap.  t6. 

h  Plut,  in  Cim.  t.  i.  p.  4S7. 

I  Plut,  in  X.  Rhetor.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p. 
842.     Suid.  in  Kul^ay. 

k  Lycurff.  Orat.  in  I^eocr.  p.  165. 
JETchio.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  458.  Harpocr. 
in  i  Kafttrtu 

I  Suid.  in  Hefych.  in  X«<«f. 

^  DcBi«(Ui.  dc  Fair.  Leg-  p»  3^%. 


UIp.  ibid-  p.  3S8.  Paufan.  lib,  I.  cap* 
5.  p.  I  a..    Meurr.  Ceram.  cap.  7. 

^  Paufan.  ibid. 

^  Suid.  in'Afjutf. 

P  Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  3.  p.  9. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  p.  ao. 

^  Mcurf.  Ceram.  cap.  16 

'  Demofth.  in  Lor.  p.  501.  Id.  xA 
Nemr.  p.  875.    Tsylor  Mot.  ia  De- 
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grand  market,  divided  into  feveral  particular  ones,  frequent'^ 
cd  at  all  hours  of  the  daj,  and  efpeciallj  from  nine  o'clock 
till  noon.  Colleâors  attend  there  to  receive  the  duties  Isud 
on  every  thing  that  is  fold,  and  magiftrates  to  fuperintend 
what  is  paffing*  I  fhall  mention  to  jou  two  very  wife  laws» 
for  the  regulation  of  this  untradahle  and.  tumultuous  popu- 
lace. The  one  prohibits  any  man  from  reptoaching  the  low- 
eft  citizen  with  living  by  the  profit  of  his  traffic  in  the  mar* 
ket  S  the  government  wifhing  to  prevent  a  ufeful  profeffion 
from  being  treated  as  an  objeâ  of  contempt.  The  other  for^ 
bids  any  perfon  to  employ  falfehood  for  the  purpofe  of  exac- 
tiqn  "•  Vanity  has  maintained  the  former  of  thefe,  but  inte<- 
reft  has  rendered  the  latter  of  to  effeâ.  As  the  forum  is  the 
moft  frequented  part  of  the  city,  workmen  of  all  kinds  en- 
deavour to  refide  near  it  ',  and  houfes  let  there  at  a  higher 
price  than  elfewhere. 

I  am  now  about  to  conduâ  you  to  the  temple  of  Thefeus, 
built  by  Gimon,  fome  years  after  the  battle  of  Salamis. 
Though  fmaller  than  that  of  Minerva,  of  which  I  ihall  foon 
have  occafion  to  fpeak,  and  which  appears  to  have  been  built 
after  the  fame  model  ^^  it  is,  like  that,  of  the  Doric  order, 
and  of  a  very  elegant  architeâure.  Skilful  painters  have  en- 
riched it  with  their  immortal  labours  ^. 

After  paffing  by  the  temple  of  Caftor  and  Pollux,  by  that  of 
Agraulos,  daughter  of  Gecrops,  and  the  Prytaneum,  where 
fome  citizens  who  have  rendered  fignal  fervices  to  the  ftate 
are  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  republic*,  we  are  now 
arrived  at  the  ftreet  of  the  tripods  ^,  which  fhould  rather  be 
Bamed  the  fireet  of  triumphs  ;  for  here  is  it,  in  fad,  that  the 
glory  of  the  viâors  in  thofe  contefts  that  embelnfli  our  fefti- 


mofth.  p.  620.    Harpocr.  io  Tiffa, 
K  DemoHh.  in  Êubul.  p.  886. 
**  Demofth.  in  JLcpt.  p  54a.     Ulpi- 

ao.  ibid.  p.  570.  Hyperid.  ap.  Harpocr. 

*  Lyf.  adv.  Delat.  p.  4I3« 

y  Le  Roi.  Rsincs.  de  la  Grèce,  t.  î. 


p.  18. 

^  Pauran.  lib.  1.  cap.  17.  p.  40. 

'  Meurf.  de  Ath.  Att.  lib.  i.  cap. 
7  et  8. 

*>  Athen.  lîb.  12.  p.  54a  et  543. 
P;iufan.  lib.  i.  cap.  20.  p.  46. 
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vais  isj  if  I  TMj  fo  fpeak»  annuallj  depofited.  I  mean  thofe 
triab  of  fldll  which  take  place  between  muficians  or  dancers 
of  different  ages,  each  tribe  naming  its  own  candidates.  That 
which  has  gained  the  viôorj,  dedicates  a  tiipod  of  brafs 
fometimes  in  a  temple,  fometimed  in  a  houfe  thej  have  built 
in  this  ftreet  ^.  You  fee  thofe  nameroas  offerings  on  the 
roofs,  or  in  the  mfide,  of  the  elegant  buildings  we  have  on 
each  fide  of  us '•  They  are  accompanied  with  infcriptionsi 
which,  according  to  circomftances,  contain  the  name  of  the 
chief  archon  of  the  tribe  that  has  been  viftorious  ;  of  the 
citizen  who,  under  the  denomination  of  choregus,  had  the 
regulation  of  the  performers  ;  of  the  poet  who  compofed  the 
verfes  ;  of  the  mailer  who  had  the  direâion  of  the  chorus  ; 
and  of  the  mufician  who  accompanied  the  fongs  with  his 
flute  *•  '  Let  us  approach.  Behold  the  vanquifliers  of  tho 
Pcrfians  here  celebrated  for  having  appeared  at  the  head  of 
chorufes  !  Read  under  that  tripod  :  The  tribe  avtiocbis 

GAINED  THE  FRIZE  ;    AUISTIDES  WAS  CHOREGUS  ;    ARCHESTRA« 

TUS  COMPOSED  THE  piece'.     Under  that  other:  Themisto- 

CLES  WAS  CHOREGUS  ;  PHRTNICUS  WROTE  THE  TRAGEDT  J  ADI- 
MANTUS  WAS  ARCHoM  ^  *. 

The  works  of  architeaure  and  fculpture  which  furromid 
VLSf  aflonifii  as  much  by  the  excellence  of  the  workmanfliip, 
as  by  the  motives  that  produced  them  ;  but  all  their  beauties 
vanifb  before  the  fatjr  you  are  about  to  fee  in  that  edifice  \ 
efteemed  by  Praxiteles  one  of  the  fineft  of  his  produâions, 
and  ranked  by  the  public  among  the  mafter  pieces  of  art. 
"  The  flreet  of  the  tr>pods  leads  to  the  theatre  of  Bacchus. 
It  was  but  fitting  that  tlM  trophies  ihould  be  ereâed  near  the 
field  of  battle  ;  for  it  is  at  the  theatre  that  the  chorufes  of  the 


^  Chandler.  Infcripf.  part  z.  p.  4S. 

d  Piitifan.  lib.  I.  cap.  2c,  p.  46. 

•  Vandal.  Differt.  dc  Gymnaf.  cap. 
5.  p.  674.  ChaiKlI.  Tra-vclsiD  Greece, 
p.  99. 

<  Plct.  is  Arîdid.  f.  i.  p.  31S. 


K  Id.  in  Them.  t«  i.  p.  1x4. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  Tokune. 

h  Paiifan.lib.  i.cap.a#.p.46.  PHn. 
lib;  34.  cap.  8.  p.  653.  AthcD.  lib.  1 3. 
P-  59Ï-      ' 
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Tefpeâive  tribes  ufually  difpute  the  palm  K  There  alfo  is 
it'that  the  people  fotnetixnes  afiecnble,  ciclîer  to  deliberate  on 
affairs  of  ftate,  or  to  be  prefent  at  tfce  reprefcntation  of  tra- 
gedies  and  comedies.  At  Marathon,  at  Salamis,  and  Platœa, 
the  Athenians  triumphed  only  over  the  Perfians  ;  here  thejr 
have  triumphed  over  all  the  nations  now  exiiling,  perliaps 
over  all  that  are  yet  to  be  bom  ;  and  the  names  of  iEfchylus, 
Sophocles  y  and  Euripides,  ihall  not  be  lefs  celebrated  in  fu«. 
tare  ages,  than  thofe  of  of  Miltiades,  Ariftides,  and  Themif. 
tocles. 

Oppofite  to  the  theatre  is  one  of  the  mpft  ancient  temples 
of  Athens  ^  ;  that  of  Bacchus,  furnamed  the  god  of  the  wine 
prefs.  It  is  fituated  in  the  quarter  of  the  marfhes  ^  and  is 
opened  only  once  a  year  °*.  In  the  wide  fpace  in  which  it 
ftands,  public  fpeftacles  were  formerly  exhibited  on  certain 
feflivals,  before  the  theatre  was  built  ". 

At  length  we  arc  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  ftairs  that  lead 
up  to  the  citadel  ®.  Obferve  how  the  profpefl:  extends  and 
becomes  more  beautiful  on  all  fides  as  you  afcend.  Cafl  yoivr 
eyes  to  the  left,  on  that  cavern,  hollowed  out  of  the  roék, 
confecrated  to  Pan,  near  to  that  fountain  K  Thei'e  Apollo 
received  the  favours  of  Creufa,  daughter  of  king  Erechtheus, 
and  there  he  receives  at  this  day  the  homage  of  the  Atheni- 
ans, ever  attentive  to  fanfti.fy  the  foibles  of  their  gods. 

Let  us  flop  for  a  while  before  that  fuperb  edifice  of  the 
Doric  order,  which  now  prefents  itfelf  to  view.  This  is  cal- 
led the  propylaea  or  vcdibules  of  the  citadel.  Pericles  had 
them  built  of  marble,  after  the  defigns,  and  under  the  in* 
fpeâion  of  the  architeft  Mneficles  **.     Begun  under  the  ar- 


i  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  606  et  612. 

k  i<).  in  Nexr.  p.  873.  Paufan.lib. 
S.  cap.  ao.  p.  46. 

1  Athen.  lib.  ii.  cap.  3.  p.  465. 
Ifxat  ap.  Harpocr.  '£»  Ai>v.  Heyfch. 
in  Xi/u. 

**  ThQcy^.  lib.  a.  cap.  15. 


n  Heyfch.  in  'E«-i  Xw. 

°  Athenian  medal  in  the  cabinet  of 
the  king  of  France. 

P  Eurip.  in  Ion.  v.  17.  501.  936. 
Paufan.  lib.  I.  cap.  aS.  p.  68.  Lucian. 
in  bis  Accuf.  t.  ii.  p.  801. 

9  Plut,  in  Pcrid.  t.  i.  p.  J6«« 
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choDÛiip  of  of  Euthjmenes  *,  they  were  not  completed  till 
five  jears  after  ;  and  are  faid  to  have  cod  two  tboufand  and 
twelve  talents  f%  an  exorbitant  fum»  exceeding  the  whole 
.annual  revenue  of  the  republic. 

The  temple  we  have  on  our  left  is  dedicated  to  Viâorj. 
Jjct  us  ibep  into  the .  building  on  the  right,  to  admire  the 
|»aintxngs  which  adorn  its  walls,  and  are  principallj  the  work 
of  Polygnotus  *•  Let  us  return  to  the  centre  of  the  building, 
examine  the  fix  beautiful  columns  which  fuppcrt  the  pedi- 
ment, and  walk  through  the  veftibule  divided  into  three  parts 
by  a  double  row  of  Ionic  pillars,  terminated  on  the  oppolite 
fide  by  five  doors,  through  which  we  diftinguiflx  the  columns 
of  the  perifiyle  that  looks  towards  the  infide  of  the  cita- 
del '  t*  Obferve,  in  paffing,  thofe  large  blocks  of  marble 
which  compofe  the  ceiling,  and  fuftain  the  roof* 

We  are  now  in  the  citadel  "♦  Obferve  the  immenfe  num- 
ber of  flatues  which  gratitude  and  religion^ave  eredled  here, 
and  on  which  the  chifels  of  Mjron,  Phidias,  Alcamenes, 
and  other  artifis  of  renown,  feem  to  have  beflowed  anima- 
tion. Here  Pericles,  Phormio,  Iphicrates,  Timotheus,  and 
other  Athenian  generals,  will  live  for  ever.  Their  noble  fla- 
tues are  intermingled,  without  diftinâion,  with  thofe  of  the 
gods  *. 

This  kind  of  apotheoGs  made  a  forcible  impreffion  on  me, 
on  my  firft  arrival  in  Greece.  }  thought  I  beheld  in  every 
city  two  fpecies  of  citizens,  thofe  who  at  their  deaths  were 
configned  to  oblivion,  and  thofe  on  whom  the  arts  bellow  an 
eternal  exiileoce.  The  one  I  confidered  as  the  children  of 
men,  the  fécond  as  the  fons  of  glory.  But  at  length,  from 
feeing  fo  great  a  number  of  llatues,  I  have  no  longer  been 
able  to  difiinguifh  the  two  claifes. 

t  Le  Roi,  Ruines  dç  Ja  Grèce,  part 
a.  p.  XJ  et  47.    Paufan.  ïhià. 


♦  The  year  437  before  J.  C. 
t  ïp,S64,8co  livres  f4j»,7Co\) 
'  Heliod.  ap.  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  in 

^  Pauûfl.  Ub.  |.  cap.  %%,  p.  51. 


X  See  the  plan  of  the  propylaea* 
^  Mcurf.  in  Cecrop. 
^  Paufan.  lib*  l.  paflîm* 
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Let  us  approach  thefe  two  altars.  Revere  the  firft  ;  It  is 
the  altar  of  Modeftj  :  affeâbnately  embrace  the  fécond  ;  it 
is  that  of  Friendfliip  ^.  Read  on  that  column  of  bronze  a 
decree  which  profcribes  and  devoted  to  opprobrium  a  citizen 
and  his  pofterity,  for  receiving  Perfian  gold  to  corrupt  the 
Greeks  '•  Thus  are  civil  aâions  immortalized  to  produce 
good  onesy  and  good  to  flimulate  to  ftill  better.  Life  up  your 
eyes,  and  admire  the  work  of  Phidias.  Yonder  is  the  cblof- 
fal  ftatue  of  bronze  which  the  Athenians  dedicated  to  Miner- 
va, after  the  battle  of  Marathon  *• 

All  the  diftriâs  of  Attica  are  under  the  proteâion  of  this 
goddels  ^,  but  it  fhould  appear  that  fhe  has  fixed  her  refi- 
dence  in  the  citadel.  What  innumerable  ftatues,  altars,  and 
ftruâures  in  her  honour  !  Among  thefe  flatues  there  are 
three,  the  xpaterials  and  workmanfliip  of  which  exhibit  the 
progrefs  of  luxury  and  the  arts.  The  firft  is  fo  antique,  that 
it  is  faid  to  have  fallen  from  heaven  *^  ;  it  is  fliapelefs,  and  of 
olive  wood.  The  fécond,  I  have  been  {bowing  you,  is  the 
work  of  an  age,  when,  from  among  all  the  various  kinds  of 
metals,  the  Athenians  only  made  ufe  of  iron  to  obtain  fuc. 
cefs,  and  brafs  to  eternize  it.  The  third,  which  we  fhall 
fee  prcfently,  was  fculptured  by  order  of  Pericles,  and  is  of 
gold  and  ivory  ^. 

Here  we  meet  with  a  temple,  confiding  of  two  chapels, 
one  dedicated  to  Minerva  Polias,  the  other  to  Neptune  £« 
rechtheus  ^.  Remark  the  manner  in  which  fabulous  tradi* 
tions  may  fometimes  be  reconciled  with  hiftorical  faâs.  You 
are  here  (hown,  on  one  fide,  the  olive  tree  which  fprang  out 
of  the  earth  at  the  command  of  the  goddefs,  and  which  has 
fo  greatly  multiplied  in  Attica  ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  well| 


y  Hcfych.  in  AJiîTs. 

*  Demofth.  Philipp.  4.  p.  91.  Td. 
de  Fair.  L?g.  p.  336.  Pluc  in  Theoiift. 
t.  i.  p.  114. 

»  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  336. 
Fanfaq.  lib.  x.  cap.  a8.  p.  67. 


b  Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  a6.  p.  63. 
^  Paafan.  lib.  i.  cap.  a6.  p.  63. 
d  Schol.inDcmoilh.  Orat«adY,  An» 
drot.  p.  440. 

^  Meurf.  Cecrop.  cap.  ao^ 
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vrhence  they  pretend  that  Neptune  caufed  the  water  of  the 
fea  to  guQi  out  ^.  By  fuch  bounces  was  it  that  thefe  divini- 
ties afpired  to  the  honour  of  beftowing  their  names  on  this 
riling  city.  The  gods  decided  in  fayour  of  Minerva  ;  and 
the  Athenians  for  ages  preferred  agriculture  to  commerce  '. 
Since  they  have  combined  thefe  two  fources  of  wealth,  they 
divide  their  homage  in  the  fame  hallowed  place  between  both 
their  benefaéVors  ;  and,  to  complete  the  conciliation,  have 
ereâed  one  common  altar,  which  t}iey  call  the  altar  of  Obli* 
vion  ''. 

Before  the  flatue  of  the  goddefs  is  fufpended  a  golden  lamp^ 
above  which  is  a  branch  of  palm,  of  the  fame  metal,  that 
reaches  to  the  ceiling.  It  burns  night  and  day  ^,  and  the  oil 
is  renewed  but  once  a^/ear.  The  wick,  which  is  made  of 
amianthus  ^,  is  never  confumed,  and  the  fmoke  efcapes  by  a 
tunnel  concealed  under  the  foliage  of  the  palm  branch.  This 
lamp  is  the  work  of  Calllmachus,  and  fo  highly  finiflied  as  to 
incline  thofc  who  view  it  to  wifh  that  it  had  more  of  the  grace 
of  negligence  ;  but  this  was  the  general  fault  of  that  too  careful- 
artift.  He  loft  fight  of  perfedlion  by  driving  to  attaid  it; 
ancj,  by  being  diflatisfied  with  himfelf,  failed  to  give  fatisfac- 
lion  to  perfons  of  real  tafte  '. 

In  this  part  of  the  temple  was  preferved  the  rich  fey  metar  of 
Mardonius,  who  commanded  the  Perfian  army  at  the  battle  of 
Flataea  ;  and  the  cuirafs  of  MaCftius,  who  fought  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry  "*.  In  the  veftibule  of  the  Parthenon  was  likewife 
to  be  feen  the  throne  with  fil  ver  feet,  on  which  Xerxes  placed 
himfelf  to  be  a  fpeflator  of  the  fea  fight  of  Salamis  "  ;  and  in 


f  Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  ,^s-  l^aufan. 
lib.  I.  cap.  26.  p.  6a.*Mcuif.  Cecrop. 
cap.  19. 

f  Plut.  in  Thcmift.  t.  i.  p.  lai. 

h  plut.  Sympof.  lib*  9.  quaefl.  6. 
t.  ii.p.  741. 

i  Paufap.  Hb.  I.  c.  26.  p.  63.   Sirab. 
lib,  9.  p.  606. 
,li  Saixuaf.  io  Solin.  U  i.  p.  17S. 


Ï  Plin.  lib.  34.  cap.  S.  t.  ii.  p.  638. 
Paufao.  ibid. 

^^  Demofth.  in  Timocr.  p.  79.1.  UI- 
pian.  in  3  Oljtnth.  p.  45.    Schol.  Thu. 
cyd.  io  lib.  %,  cap.  13.     Piufan.  ibid.  ^ 
cap.2>.  p  64. 

"  Dcmofth.  in  Timccr.  p.  793.  Hir- 
pocr.  io  'A^^ri/^flv. 
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the  facred  treafury  werepreferved  the  remains  of  the  fpoils  found 
in  the  camp  of  the  Perfiaus  ®.  Thcfe  fpoils,  the  greateft  part 
of  which  have  been  carried  off  in  our  time  by  facrilegious 
hands,  were  trophies  that  furniilied  a  fubjeâ  of  pride  to  the 
Athenians  of  the  prefent  day,  as  if  they  had  acquired  them 
by  their  own  valour  ;  like  thofe  families,  who,  having  for- 
merly produced  great  men,  endeavour  to  make  us  forget  what 
they  now  are,  by  the  memory  of  what  they  have  been. 

That  other  building  called  Opiflthodomos,  is  the  public 
treafury  p.  It  is  furrounded  by  a  double  wall.  Treafurers, 
chofen  annually  by  lot,  depofit  there  the  fums  placed  by  the 
fenate  in  their  hands  ^,  and  the  chief  of  the  prytanes,  who  is 
changed  every  day,  is  intrufted  with  the  key  '. 

Your  eyes  have  long  been  turning  towards  that  famous 
temple  of  Minerva,  one  of  the  nobled  ornaments  of  Athens, 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Parthenon.  Before  you 
enter  it,  permit  me  to  read  you  a  letter  I  wrote,  on  my  re- 
turn from  Perfia,  to  Ochanes,  one  of  the  magi,  with  whom  I 
lived  in  the  clofed  intimacy  during  my  refidence  at  Suza. 
He  was  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Greece,  and  wilhed  to 
inform  himfclf  of  the  cuftoms  of  different  nations.  As  he 
had  requeued  from  me  fome  explanations  refpeéting  the  Gre« 
cian  temples,  the  following  was  the  letter  I  wrote  to  him  : 

**  You  affert  that  we  ought  not  to  reprefcnt  the  Deity  un- 
der a  human  form,  nor  circumfcribe  his  prefence  within  the 
limits  of  a  ftruâure  built  by  men  ^  But  you  would  not 
have  advifed  Cambyfes,  when  in  Egypt,  to  icfult  the  gbjeâs 
of  religious  worfhip  ',  nor  Xerxes  to  deftroy  the  temples  and 
ftatues  of  Greece  "•  Thefe  princes,  fuperftitious  even  to  ex- 
travagance, knew  not  that  a  nation  pardons  violence  more 


•  Thncyd.  lib.  %.  cap.  13. 

P  Meorf.  Cecrop.  cap.  a6. 

^  Arift.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Tsift,  Pol'. 
Hb.  8.  cap.  9   {  97« 

^  Argum.  Orat.  Demoft.  in  Androt 
p.  69  7.     Suid.  in  'Kwitmr, 


*  Herod,  lib.  i.  cap.  131.  Cicer.  de 
i.cs.  lib.  %.  cap.  10.  t.  iii.  p.  145* 

'  Id.  lib.  3.  cap.  »5,  29»  &c. 

»»  «fchyl.  in  Pcrf.  v.  8ji.  Herod, 
lib.  8.  cap.  109.  Dipd.  bic.  lib.  j.  p. 
33a- 
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readily  than  contciÇBt|  and  deems  itfelf  dcbafcd  whcnetref 
Hfhat  it  holds  in  reverence  is  defpifed  and  profaned.  Greece 
has  forbidden  the  reftoration  of  the  facred  moouments  ojrer- 
thrown  bj  the  Perfiatns  '•  Thefe  await  the  moment  of  ve^ge- 
ance  ;  and  flioold  the  Greeks  erer  carrj  tlieir  viâorioos  arms 
into  the  dominions  of  the  Great  King,  they  will  remember 
Xerxes,  and  reduce  your  cities  to  a(hes  ^. 

V  The  Greeks  borrowed  the  idea  *  and  the  form  of  their 
temples  from  the  Egyptians  ;  but  the  proportions  of  thq  ar- 
chite^ure  ^  which  they  have  employed  in  thefe  edifices^  are 
more  elegant,  or  fuch  at  leail  as  are  more  conformable  to 
their  tafte. 

'*  I  ihall  not  undertake  to  give  you  a  minute  dcfcription  of 
their  different  parts,  but  fend  you  the  plan  of  that  ereâld  in 
honour  of  Thefeus  *•  Four  walls^  difpofed  in  the  form  of  at 
parallelogram  or  oblong,  fquare,  conftitute  the  nave  or  body 
of  the  building.  Its  principal  decoration  and  chief  ment  is 
exterior,  and  is  as  diftinâ  from  it  as  the  dreffes  that  Àftin- 
guiûi  the  various  claffes  of  citizens.  This  confifts  in  a  por- 
tico, that  runs  round  the  building,  and  of  which  the  columns, 
founded  on  a  bafe  compofed  of  feveral  (leps,  fupport  an  en* 
tablature  crowned  by  a  pediment  at  the  anterior  and  poilerior 
extremities.  This  portico  gives  equal  grace  and  msrjety  to 
the  edifice,  and  contributes  to  the  luilre  of  tbe  ceremonies, 
by  the  great  number  of  fpeâators  which  it  can  contain,  and 
ihelter  from  the  weather  *>. 

'Mn  the  veQibule  are  vafes  of  luflral  water  ^,  and  altars 
on  which  the  facrifices  are  ufually  offered  ^.     From  henee,  as 


»  Ifocr.  Pancg.  t.  i.  p.  103.  Lycurg. 
cont.  Leocr.  part.  2.  p.  15  S.  Paufan. 
lib,  10.  cap.  35.  p.  887.  Diod.  lib.  u. 
p.  a4. 

y  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  17.  p.  545.  Strab. 
1. 15.  p.  ^30.    Qnhit.  Cwt.  I.  5.  c.  7. 

2  Herodot.  lib.  7,^  cap.  4. 
.    *  Voyag.  de  Nordeo,  pi.  13a.    Po- 
cocke,  t.  i.  pi.  44>  45ff  ^^    Morai^. 


dc  Pale&r.  in  the  Mem.  de  TAcad.  dct 
Bell.  Lcirr.  t.  xxx.  p.  s^i^ 

*  See  the  plate  relative  to  tl^s  chap, 
ter.  No.  I. 

b  Vitruv.  lib.  3.  cap.  2.  p.  42. 

^  Cafaubc  i»-ttM^lMU.  cap.  x6.  p. 
126.    Doport.  ibid.  p.  456. 

d  Euripid.  Iphig.  in  Taur.  V.  71U 
PolL  lib.  I.  cap.  i.  {  6,  &c. 
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vre  enter  the  temple,  the  fiatae  oF  the  divinltj,  and  vo« 
tive  oSeringSy  dedicated  bj  the  piety  of  the  people,  are 
feen.  It  has  no  light  but  what  it  receives  from  the  en- 
trance *  *. 

"  The  plan  you  have  before  you  may  be  varied  according 
to  the  rules  of  art^  and  the  talle  of  the  artift.  As,  for  in- 
ftance,  in  the  dimenfions  :  The  temple  of  Jupiter,  at  Olym- 
pia, is  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  long,  ninety-five  broad, 
smd  fixty-eight  in  height  ^.  That  of  Jupiter,  at  Agrigen- 
tum,  in  Sicily  ',  is  three  hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  one 
hundred  and  ûxty  wide,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  high  f • 

**  It  admits  alfo  of  variety  in  the  number  of  columns* 
Sometimes  we  find  two,  four,  fix,  eight,  and  even  as  many 
as  ten,  in  the  two  fronts  i  fometimes  they  are  placed  on« 
ly  at  the  anterior  front.  In  fome  temples,  a  double  por. 
tico  is  formed  rouad  the  whole  building  by  two  rows  of  co- 
lumns. 

"  Variety  is  alfo  admitted  in  the  ornaments  and  propor- 
tions of  the  columns  and  entablature  ;  and  here  the  genius 
of  the  Greeks  (hines  forth.  After  various  experiments,  hav- 
ing combined  their  ideas  and  difcoveries  into'a  fyftem,  they 
compofed  two  fpecies  or  orders  t)f^  architeâure,  each  poiTef. 
ling  à  diftinâive  charaâer  and  peculiar  beauties;  the  one  more 
ancient,  more  mafculine,  and  naore  fubftantial,  called  the 
Doric  ;  the  other  more  light  and  elegant,  diftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Iodic.  I  (hall  fay  nothing  of  the  Corinthian,  as 
it  does  not  efTentially  differ  from  the  two  others  '• 


«  See  the  note  at  the  end  of  the  vo- 
hinie. 

'  Voyagr.  de  Spoo.  t.  ii.  p<  ^9* 

f  PaufaD.  lib,  5.  cap.  10.  p.  398. 

S  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  103. 

t  Length  of  the  temple  of  Olym» 
pia,  2X7  French  feet,  %  inches,  8  lioe« 
(131  feet  9  inch.Engiiih)  ;  it»  breadth, 
89  feet,  8  inches,  8  line»  (9S  ^^ct  £ng. 
liih)  ;  it!  height,  64  feet,  1  inches,  8 
}  nes  (68  ft.  7  inch.  £ngli(h).  Length 
ff  Uic  tcipple  of  Agrigentum,  321  fçet, 
4 


I  inch,  4  lines  (343  feet  Engliih); 
iu  breidtb,  iji  feet,  i  inch,  4  lines 
(161  feet  4  inch.  Bnglilh)  ;  its  height, 
113  feet,  4  lines  (lao  feet  8  inches 
Englifh).  WioUemann  (Recaeil  de' 
fcs  Lettre»,  t.  i.  p.  a8a.)  prefume». 
With  reafon,  that  the  breadth  of  this 
temple  was  x6e  Grecian  feet,  inflead 
of  60,  as  the  text  of  Diodorus,  as  we 
now  have  it,  imports* 

f  Le  Roi,  Ruines  de  la  Grèce,  p.  i^. 
de  VEffài  fur  rHiftoire  de  TiUchitaâ. 
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**  In  fine,  a  variety  may  alfo  have  place  in  the  Interior 
parts  of  thefe  firiâures.  Some  contain  a  fanânarj  not  to 
be  entered  bj  the  profane  ^  :  others  are  divided  into  feveral 
departments.  Some  there  are  in  which,  befides  the  principal 
gate  of  entrance,  there  is  a  fécond  at  the  oppoCte  extremity, 
or  one,  the  roof  of  which  is  fupported  by  one  or  by  two 
ranges  of  columns  *• 

**  The  better  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  form  of  the 
temples  of  Greece,  I  ihall  annex  two  drawings  to  my  letter, 
in  which  you  will  find  reprefented  the  front  and  general  view 
of  the  Parthenon,  at  the  citadel  of  Athens  f .  I  (hall  like- 
wife  fend  you  the  work  compofed  by  lâinus  on  this  beautiful 
firuâure  ^  lâinus  was  one  of  the  two  architefts-«mployed 
by  Pericles  in  the  building  of  this  temple,  the  name  of  the 
other  was  Callicrates  *. 

**  From  whatever  quarter  the  traveller  arrives,  whether  by 
fea  or  land,  he  views  it  rearing  up  its  lofty  head  above  the 
city  and  the  citadel  ^  It  is  of  the  Doric  order,  and  built  of 
that  beautiful  white  marble,  found  in  the  quarries  of  Pente-» 
liens,  a  mountain  of  Attica.  It  is  one  hundred  feet  wide, 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty^fix  long,  and  about  fixty- 
ixine  in  height  J.  The. ^portico  is  double  at  the  two  fronts, 
and  fingle  on  each  fide.  Along  the  exterior  face  of  the  nave 
runs  a  frixe  or  architrave,  on  which  is  reprefented  a  procef* 
lion  in  honour  of  Minerva  °^«  Thcfe  bafib-relievos  have  add. 
ed  greatly  to  the  fame  of  the  artifts  by  whom  they  were  exe» 
cuted. 

**  Within  this  temple  is  that  ftatue  fo  celebrated  for  its 
fize,  the  richnefs  of  the  materials,  and  the  exquifite  beauty 


h  V«lcr.  Max.  lib.  i.  cap.  6.  J  il. 
Poll.  lib.  I.  cap«  I.  S  S.  CxL  dç  Bell. 
Civ.  lib.  3.  cap.  loj. 

*  See  noce  at  the  end  of  the  to. 


f  See  t!\e  plate  before  referred  to, 
V06,  1.  and  3. 
4  Vitrev.  Prsef.  lib.  7.  p.  115, 


k  Plut,  in  Fer.  t.  î.  p.  159.  Strab. 
lib.  9.  f .  395.   Paufao.  cap.  41.  p.  6S5. 

I  Le  Roi»  Ruines  de  la  Oréce,  part. 
I.  p.  8. 

\  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  Tt>- 
lume. 

"^  Chandler*t  Travels  in  Gfvece,  p» 
51- 
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of  the  workmanChip.  By  the  fublime  majeftj  that  irradU 
ates  the  features^  and  the  whole  figure  of  Minerva,  we  eafily 
recognife  the  hand  of  Phidias.  The  ideas  of  this  artift  were 
fo  fublime,  that  he  has  fucceeded  better,  if  poffible,  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  gods,  than  in  that  of  mortals  °.  We  are 
almoft  tempted  to  fay  that  he  had  viewed  the  latter  from  too 
great  a  height,  but  the  former  face  to  face. 

**  This  figure  is  twenty-fix  cubits  high.  The  goddefs  is 
ercStj  covered  with  the  sgis  and  a  long  tunic  °,  holding  ia 
one  hand  a  lance,  in  the  other  a  viâory  near  four  cubits  high  *« 
Her  helmet,  on  which  is  a  fphinx,  is  ornamented  on  each 
fide  with  two  grifiins.  On  the  outfide  of  the  ihield,  which 
lies  at  the  feet  of  the  goddefs,  Phidias  has  reprefented  the 
battle  of  the  Amazons  ;  on  the  infide,  the  combat  of  the 
gods  and  giants  ;  on  her  buikins,  that  of  the  Lapithae  and 
Cenuurs  ;  and  on  the  pedeftal,  the  birth  of  Pandora,  and  a 
variety  of  other  fubjefts.  The  vifible  parts  of  the  body  are 
of  ivory,  except  the  eyes,  the  iris  of  which  is  imitated  by  a 
particular  kind  of  ftone  p.  This  able  artift  has  exhibited  a 
woaderfol  degree  of  tafte  in  the  execution  of  his  work,  and 
proved  that  his  genius  ftill  retained  its  faperiority  even  in  the 
moft  minute  details  ^. 

**  Before  he  began  this  ftatue,  he  was  obliged  to  give  an 
account  to  the  aflembly  of  the  people,  of  the  materials  which 
he  intended  to  employ:  He  gave  the  preference  to  marble,  ' 
.becaufe  its  fplendour  fubfifts  longed.  Thus  far  he  was  liften- 
ed  to  with  attention^  but  when  he  added  that  it  was  the  cheap- 
eft,  he  was  commanded  to  fay  no  more  ;  and  it  was  deter* 
mined  that  the  ftatue  fhould  be  formed  of  gold  and  ivory  '• 


°  Quintil.  lib.  12.  cap.  lo.  p.  744. 
*     o    Psafao.  lib.    i.   cap.    24.   p.  57 
et  58.     Plin.  lib.  36.  cap.  5.  t.  îi.   p. 
716.     Max.   Tyr.   diff.    14,    p.  156. 
Arriao.  in  Epia.  lib.  a.  cap.  S.  p.  A08. 
*  The  cubit  among  the   Greeks  be- 
ing; ooe  of  their  feft  and  a  half,  the 
'  hoigbt  of  the  figure  was  36  of  our  feet 


and  10  inches  (39  feet  4  inches)  ;  and 

that  of  the  viâory,  5  feet  8  inches  (6 

feec  £ngli(h). 

P  Plat,  in  Hipp.  t.  iil  p.  290.  Plia« 

Hb.  37.  p.  787  «  788. 

^  Pliu.  lib.  36  cap.  5    t.  ii.  p.  726, 
'  Va!.  Max.  lib.  i.  cap.  z.  §  7< 
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*'  For  tills  purpofe  the  pureft  gold  was  felefied,  and  it  waf 
neceflarj  to  provide  a  quantitj  of  the  weight  of  forty  ta« 
lents  *  *•  Phidias,  bjr  the  fuggeftions  of  Pericles»  applied 
this  in  foch  a  waj  as  eaûlj  to  admit  of  being  taken  off.  Two 
motives  induced  Pericles  to  give  this  advice  :  he  forefaw  that 
%  time  might  come  when  it  (liould  be  neceiTarjr  to  employ  this 
gold  for  the  urgent  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  a  roeafure  whicl| 
lie  in  fa£t  propofed  at  the  beginning  of  the  Peloponnefian  war^ 
He  forefaw  likewife  that  himfeif  as  well  as  Phidias  ipight 
hereafter  be  accufed  of  having  applied  part  of  it  to  other 
purpofes,  and  of  this  they  afterwards  really  were  accufed  "  . 
tut  by  the  precautions  they  had  ufed,  the  flanderous  charge 
only  redounded  to  the  dillionour  of  their  enemies  f  • 

**  Phidias  was  reproached  likewife  with,  having  fculptured 
bis  own  portrait  and  that  of  his  patron,  on  the  ihield  of  Mi- 
nerva. He  had  there  reprefented  himfeif  in  the  charaâer  of 
mn  old  man  in  the  adt  of  throwing  a  huge  flone  ;  Btii  it  is  pre- 
tended that,  by  an  ingenious  piece  of  mechanifm,  this  figure 
was  fo  conneâed  with  the  whole  as  to  make  it  impoiBble  to 
remove  it,  without  difuniting  and  totally  deftroykig  the  fla* 
tue  '•  Pericles  appears  fighting  with  an  Amazon.  His  arm 
extended  and  holding  a  javelin,  hides  from  the  fpeâator  one 
lialf  of  his  countenance.  The  objeâ  of  the  artiil  in  this 
partial  concealment,  is  only  to  engage  the  attention  of  cu« 
xiofity. 

"  To  this  temple  is  annexed  a  treafury,  in  which  indivi- 
duals  depofit  fuch  fums  of  money  as  they  choofe  not  to  keep 
at  honie.  There  likewife  are  prefer  ved  the  offerings  made  to 
the  goddefs,  which  confill  of  crowns,  vafes,  and  little  figures 
of  the  divinities,  of  gold  or  filvcr.     The  Athenian   women 


*  Thefe  40  talent»  were  worth  a- 
boat  three  milHooi  of  Uttc»  (laj^ocol. 
^Sterling).     See  oote  at  the  end  of  the 

-volume  on  the  quantity  of  gold  cm- 
ployed  to  enrich  thi»  ftatufw 

*  Tbucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  13. 


«  Id.  ibid. 

"  Plut.  in  Pcrid.  t.  i.  p.  169. 

•f  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  Tolame. 

^  Dc  Mur.d.  ap.  Arittct.  t.  i.  p.  613. 
Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  71.  t.  i.  p.  481.  Id. 
Tufcul.  lib.  I.  cap.  ij.  t.  ii«p.  a^J. 
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likewife  frequently  make  offerings  in  this  temple,  of  their 
rings»  bracelets,  and  necklaces.  Thefe  are  intrufted  to  the 
treafurers  of  the  goddefs,  who  have  them  under  their  care 
daring  ^the  year  thejr  remain  in  office;  on  the  expiration  of 
which  time  they  deliver  to  their  fucceflbrs  a  lift,  fpecifying 
the  weight  of  each  article  and  the  name  of  the  donor.  The 
inventory»  which  is  immediately  cut  in  marble  ^,  is  a  tefti- 
monial  of  the  fidelity  of  the  keepers»  and  an  incentive  to  pri« 
vate  liberality. 

'*  This  temple»  that  of  Thefeus»  and  fome  others»  conflit 
tute  the  triumph  of  architeâare  and  fculpture.  Were  I  to 
expatiate  at  large  on  the  beauties  of  the  whole»  and  on  thé 
elegance  of  the  minuter^  parts»  I  could  add  nothing  to  this 
ealogium.  Be  not  amazed  at  the  prodigious  number  of  edi-^ 
fices  ereéted  in  honour  of  the  gods.  As  manners  become 
more  depraved,  laws  have  been  proportionally  multiplied  to 
prevent  crimes»  and  altars  to  expiate  them  become  more  nu- 
merous :  befides  that  fuch  monuments  embellifli  a  city»  en<- 
courage  the  arts»  and  are  in  general  conftruâed  at  the  ez« 
pence  of  the  enemy  ;  for  a  portion  of  the  fpoils  taken  in  war 
is  always  deftin^d  to  maintain  the  magnificence  of  religioui 
worfhip." 

Such  was  the  anfwer  I  wrote  to  Othanes»  the  magus.  At 
prefent»  without  going  out  of  the  citadel»  we  will  take  dif- 
ferent pofitions»  that  will  fucceilively  difplay  the  whole  city 
to  our  view. 

Of  Ute  years»  it  has  extended  towards  the  fouth*weft» 
commerce  daily  attraâing  the  inhabitants  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  Piraeus.  On  that  fide»  and  to  the  weft»  we  fee»  in  the 
environs  of  the  citadel»  at  different  intervals»  rocks  and  emi- 
nences ^  covered  in  general  with  houfes.  On  our  right  we 
have  the  rifing  ground  on  which  ftands  the  Areopagus»  on  the 

^  Chandl.  lafciipt.  in  notis  part  3.  I  ^  Wheel.  Jonrn.  book  5.  p*  388. 
p.  XT.    Poll  lib.  10.  cap.  »8.  §  ift6.     |  Spon.  Chandl.  &c. 
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kfc  that  of  th»  Mufeum,  and  towards  the  centre,  that  of  the 
Pnjx,  where,  as  I  have  faid,  the  general  aiTemblj  is  fooie* 
times  held.  We  here  may  obferve  to  what  a  height  the^wo 
parties  that  divide  Athens  carry  their  mutaal  jealoufy.  As 
from  the  top  of  this  hill  the  Piraeus  may  be  difiinâly  feen, 
there  was  a  time  when  the  prators,  taming  their  eyes  to- 
wards the  harbour,  ufed  every  art  to  induce  the  people  to  fa- 
crifice  every  other  objeâ  to  their  navy.  The  partifans  of  the 
ariftocracy,  deeply  offended  at  this,  alleged  that  the  firft  Ie«- 
giflators  had  only  favoured  agriculture,  and  that  Themifto- 
cles,  by  uniting  the  city  to  the  Pirxus,  and  thus  conneftiag 
the  fea  and  land,  had  increafed  the  number  of  the  failors,  and 
the  power  of  the  multitude.  Accordingly,  after  the  taking 
of  Athens,  the  firft  meafure  adopted  by  the  thirty  tyrants 
appointed  by  Lyfander,  was  tt>  turn  the  roftrum  from  which 
the  orators  harangued  the  people  toward  the  land,  whereas  it 
before  had  always  fronted  the  fea  ^. 

I  have  not  taken  notice  of  feveral  edifices  fituated  on  the 
fides  aixd  in  the  environs  of  the  citadel.  Such,  among  others. 
Are  the  Odeum  and  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius.  X*he 
former  is  a  kind  of  theatre  built  by  Pericles  for  mufical  com- 
petitions ^.  In  it  the  fix  junior  archon  •  fometimes  hold  their 
meetings^.  The  roof,  which  is  fupported  by  columns,  is 
built  with  the  fragments  of  fiiips  of  the  Perfian  fleet  defeated 
at  Salamis  *^*  The  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius  was  begun 
by  Pififlratus,  and  would,  it  is  faid,  had  it  been  finiihed  S 
bave  been  the  mod  magnificent  of  temples. 

Your  progrefs  has  been  often  interrupted,  and  your  eyes 
bave  been  frequently  ailoniOied  and  delighted,  in  the  road 
we  have  purfued  from  the  Piraeus  to  the  place  in  which  we 
now  are.  There  are  few  flreets,  few  fquares  in  this  city,  in 
which  you  will  not  meet   with  fimilar  objeAs  to  excite  and 

*  Plut,  in  Themitt.  t.  i.  p.  lai.         I  in  Pmcl.  t.  i.p.  160. 
b  Mcurf.  in  Cerani.  cap.  IZ.  I       ^  Dicxarch.  Stat.  Grxc.  ap.  Geogr. 

c  Demofth.  in  Nw'sr.  p.  869.  I  Min.  t.  ii.  p.  8.   Meurf.  Athen.  Attic 

i  Thcophr.  Charad.  cap.  3.    Plut.  I  cap.  10. 
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gratify  curiofity.  Bat  do  not  rely  wholly  on  appearances. 
The  edifice,  the  moft  uninviting  externally,  fometimes  con* 
tains  a  precious  treafure  within*  Towards  the  north,  in  the 
quarter  of  Melita,  fee  if  you  cannot  difcem  fome  trees  around 
a  houfe  that  is  hardly  diftinguifhable  :  that  is  the  abode  of 
Phocion  ^.  On  this  other  fide,  in  the  middle  of  thofe  houfes, 
in  a  little  temple  dedicated  to  Venus,  is  a  piâure  of  Zeuzis, 
reprefencing  the  god  of  love  crowned  with  rofes  '  ;  lower 
down,  near  that  eminence,  ftands  another  building,  where 
the  rival  of  Zeuxis  has  made  one  of  thofe  tflkys  which  dif- 
cover  a  fuperior  genius.  .  Parrhafius,  perfuaded  that  it  was 
within  the  reach  of  his  art,  either  by  the  exprelEon  of  the 
countenance,  or  by  the  attitude  and  air  of  the  figures,  to  rea« 
der  the  qualities  of  the  mind  and  heart  perceptible  to  the 
eye  ^,  undertook,  in  his  pfortrait  of  the  people  of  Athens,  to 
trace  out  the  charader,  or  rather  the  various  charaâers,  of 
that  violent,  unjuft,  gentle,  compaffionate,  vain-glorious» 
crouching,  haughty,  and  timid  people  *•  But  how  has  he 
fucceeded  in  this  ingénions  thought  ?  I  wiU  not  deprive  yoa* 
of  the  pleafare  of  the  furprife  ;  you  {hall  judge  for  your* 
felf. 

I  have  haftlly  accompanied  you  through  the  city  ;  you  are 
now  to  view,  at  one  comprehenfive  glance,  the  adjacent  coun- 
try. To  the  eaft  is  Mount  Hymettus,  which  the  bees  en- 
rich with  their  honey,  and  which  invites  you  by  the  fra- 
grancy  of  its  thyme.  The  Iliflus,  that  glides  at  the  foot  of 
it,  meanders  round  our  walls  ;  above  you  fee  the  gymnafîa  of 
the  Cynofarges  and  the  Lyceum.  To  the  north-weft  you  dif- 
cover  the  academy,  and,  a  little  farther,  a  hill  named  Colo- 
nos,  on  which  Sophocles  has  laid  the  fcene  of  his  Œdipua 
Coloneu^.  '  The  Cephifus,  after  enriching  this  diftrift  with 
the  tribute  of  its   waters,  at  length   mingles  them  with  thofe 

f  Pint,  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  750.         *    j       ^  Xeooph.  Memon  Ub.  3.  p.  781. 
f  Arlftoph.  Acharn.  v.  99X.   Schol.  I       ^  Plin.  lib.  35.  cap.  xo.  t«ii«  p-  693* 
ibid.  Suid.  io  A»/i/n,  I  ^     * 
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of  the  Iliflus.  Both  thefe  ftreams  are  occafioiutllj  dry  dur- 
ing the  great  heats  of  fummer.  The  profpeâ  is  embelli&ed 
by  handfome  country  houfes  which  prefent  themfeivcs  to  the 
view  on  all  fides. 

I  ihall  conclude,  by  reminding  you  of  nvhat  Ljfi{jpas  lays 
in  one  of  his  comedies  :  **  Whoever  does  not  defire  to  fee 
Athens  is  ftupid  ;  whoever  fees  it  without  being  delighted  is 
ftill  more  ftupid  ;  but  the  height  of  ftupidtty  is  to  fee  it,  to 
admire  it,  and  to  leave  it  ^Z' 


CHAP.    xiir. 

Battle  of  Mantinea  ^^-^Deatb  of  Epamtnondgt. 

vJ'&EZCE  was  now  on  the  eve  of  an  important  revolution  \ 
Epaminondas  was  at  the  head  of  an  army  ^  and  on  his  viâory 
or  defeat  finally  depended  the  quefiioa  whether  the  Lacedae* 
monians  or  Thebans  were  to  give  law  to  the  other  ftates  of 
Greece.  The  opportunity  appeared  favourable  to  him  for 
battening  this  decifion. 

He  left  Tegea,  in  Arcadia,  in  the  beginning  of  the  night, 
with  the  view  of  furprifing  Lacedsmon  ^  This  city  is  en* 
tirely  expofed,  and  had  at  that  time  none  but  .children  and 
old  men  for  its  defenders,  part  of  the  troops  being  then  in 
Arcadia,  and  the  remainder  on  their  march  thither  uùder  the 
command  of  Agefilaus.  The  Thebans  arrived  at  break  of 
day  "^,  but  found  Agefilaus  ready  to  receive  them.  Informed 
by  a  deferter  of  the  march  of  Epaminondas,  he  had  returned 
..home  with  extraordinary  celerity,  and  his  foldiers  already  oc- 


k  Dicsarch.  StaL  Grace,  p.  xa 
Heor.  Steph.  Lucub.  in  Dicaearch.  cap. 
3.     In  Thcf.'Antiq.  Grasc.  t.  xi. 

*  In  the  ftd  year  of  the  104th  O- 
lympiad,  the  lath  of  ihc  month  Sciro- 
phorion,  correfpondiug  with  the  ^th 


of  July  of  the  Julian  proleptic  year 
361  before  J.  C. 

1  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace.  Ub.  7.  p^  645* 
l*olyxn.  Stratag.  lib.  %.  cap.  3.  {  za 

^  Diod.  Sictib.  xj.  p.  Z9%* 
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cbpled  thé  moft  important  ftations.  The  Theban  ^eneral^ 
forprifed  without  being  difcouraged,  ordered  feveral  attacks. 
He  had  penetrated  to  the  forum  ",  and  made  himfelf  maftef' 
of  one  part  of  the  city,  when  Agefilao^,  then  near  eighty 
jears  of  age,  liftening  only  to  the  diâates  of  defpair  ^9  rulh« 
ed  into  the  midft  of  danger,  and,  feconded  by  the  brave  Ar-> 
chidamus  his  fon,  repolfed  the  enemy,  and  cookpelled  them 
to  retircé 

On  this  occàûon,  Ifadas  performed  an  aâioû  that  excited 
at  once  the  admiration  and  the  fevere  animadverfion  of  the 
magift rates.  This  Spartan,  fcarcely  out  of  his  childhood^ 
beautiful  as  the  god  of  love  himfelf,  and  valiant  as  Achilles^ 
armed  only  with  a  lance  and  fword,  ruihed  through  the  La- 
cedaemonian battalions^  fell  impetuoufly  on  the  Thebans,  and 
laid  at  his  feet  all  who  attempted  to  withftand  his  fury.  The 
cphori  decreed  him  a  crown  in  honour  of  the  courage  he  bad 
difplayed»  But  impofed  on  him  a  fine  for  having  fongbt  with-' 
ont  either  euirafs  or  buckler  p. 

'  Epaminondas  was  not  molefted  in  his  retreat  i  btit  a  vie* 
tory  was  become  ntfceiïary,  that  the  failure  of  his  enterprife 
might  be  forgotten.  He  therefore  marched  into  Arcadia, 
where  the  principal  forces  of  Greece  were  then  united  'i,  and 
the  two  armies  foon  came  in  fight  of  each  other.  That  of 
the  Lacedssmonians  and  ibtth  allies  confifted  of  more  than . 
twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  near  two  thoufand  horfe  ;  the  army 
of  the  Theban  league,  of  thirty  thoufand  infantry^  and  about 
three  thouland  cavalry  '. 

Never  did  Epaminondas  difplay  greater  military  talents 
than  on  this  occafion.  In  his  order  of  blittlei  he  followed 
the  lame  principles  which  had  procured  him  the  vidory  of 
Leu&ra*.     One  of  his  wings,  in  the  form  of  a  column,  fell 


"  Polyb.  lib.  9.  p.  547. 

^  Piut.  ia  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  6x5. 

P  id.  ibid. 

*"  Xeooph.  Hift.  Grace  lib.  7.  p.  647. 


'  Diod.  Sit,  lib.  15.  p.  $ç^. 

*  For  lard.  Traité  dt  la  Colon,  cap. 
10,  dao«  le  rer.  vol.  dc  la  Trad;  do 
Pulybe.  p.  Ixi. 
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upon  the  Lacedasmonian  ptialanz,  which  'probably  would 
never  have  been  broken,  had  he  not  haflened  thither  in  per- 
fon  to  animate  his  troops  bj  his  example,  and  to  reinforce 
them  bj  a  cbofen  bodj  of  men.  The  enemj,  difqiajed  at 
bis  appearance  %  gave  waj,  and  took  to  flight  ;  he  purfued 
them  with  an  ardoor  which  he  could  no  longer  reft  rain,  and 
found  himfeif  furrounded  by  a  body  of  Spartans,  who  pour- 
ed on  him  a  fhower  of  javelins.  After  long  warding  off 
death,  and  making  a  crowd  of  warriors  bite  the  duft,  he  fell 
by  a  javelin,  the  point  of  which  remained  broken  in  his 
breaft.  The  honour  of  carrying  off  his  body  brought  on  a 
renewal  of  the  battle,  as  warm  and  bloody  as  the  former  at- 
tack ;  but  his  companions  redoubling  their  exertions,  had  at 
length  the  melancholy  cbnfolation  of  conveying  the  hero  to 
his  tent. 

On  the  other  wing,  the  fate  of  the  battle  long  hung  in 
fofpeofe.  By  the  prudent  difpofitions  of  Epamihondas,  the 
Athenians  had  it  not  in  their' power  to  fécond  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians ^.  Their  cavalry  attacked  that  of  the  Thebans,  was  re- 
pulfed  with  lofs,  again  rallied,  and  cut  in  pieces  a  detach- 
ment pofted  by  the  enemy  upon  the  neighbouring  heights» 
Their  infantry  was.  on  the  point  of  flying,  when  the  Eleans 
haflened  to  their  ai&ftance  ^. 

The  wound  of  Epaminondas  ftayed  the  carnage,  and  fttf-« 
pended  the  fury  of  the  foldiers.  Both  armies,  equally  ftruck 
with  aftoniflrment,  remained  in  inadion  ^  :  the  retreat  was 
founded  on  both  (ides,  and  a  trophy  was  ereâed  on  the  field 
•f  battle  ^ 

Epaminondas  ftill  breathed.  His  friends,  his  oflicers,  were 
diflblved  in  tears  around  his  bed  ;  and  the  whole  camp  re- 
founded  with  the  cries  of  grief  and  defpair.  The  phyfician 
had  declared  that  he  would  expire  the  inflant  the  iron  fliould 

t  Diod.  Sic.  Kb.  if.  p.  395.  |      '  JufttD.  lib.  6.  cap.  7. 

w  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grac.  iib.  7  p.  646.        «  Diod.  Sic.  Ub.  ij.  p.  396. 

>  ^iod.  Sic  lib.  Ji-  p.^394.  [ 
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be  cxtrafted  from  his  wound  *•  All  his  fears  were  left  his 
ihield  ihould  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  eqemj.  It  was 
ifaown  him*  and  he  kilTed  it  as  the  inllrument  of  his  glorj 
and  his  labours  ^.  He  feemed  anxious  concerning  the  fate  of 
the  battle.  He  was  told  that  the  Thebaos  were  viâorious. 
*•  It  is  well/*  replied  he,  "  I  have  lived  «long  enough*." 
He  then  ordered  Daiphantus  and  loUidas,  generals  whoin  be 
thought  worthy  to  fucceed  him,  to  be  fent  fan  He  was  in- 
formed that  they  were  dead.  **  Advife  the  Thebans  then,** 
faid  he,  **  to  conclude  a  peace  ^/*  He  now  ordered  the  point 
of  the  javelin  to  be  drawn  out  ;  and  one  of  his  friends  ex- 
claiming, in  the  diflraâion  of  his  grief:  ^*  You  die,  £pa« 
minondas  !  had  you  but  left  any  children  !'*  "  I  leave,"  an*- 
fwered  he  expiring,  ^*  two  immortal  daughters  ;  the  viftories 
of  Leuôra  and  Mantinea  *." 

His  death  was  preceded  by  that  of  Timagenes,  the  kind 
and  affeâionate  friend  who  had  brought  me  into  Greece.  He 
had  fuJdenly  difappeared,  a  week  before  the  battle.  A  letter, 
left  by  him  on  the  table  of  his  niece  £picharis,  informed  us 
that  he  was  gone  to  join  Epaminondas,  with  whom  he  had 
preconcerted  meafures  during  his  reiidence  at  Thebes,  but 
that  it  was  his  intention  fpeedily  to  return  never  to  leave  us 
more.  If  the  gods,  added  he,  Ihould  otherwife  ordain,  re- 
member all  that  Anacharfis  has  done  for  me,  nor  forget  what 
you  have  prom i fed  to  do  for  him.  ^ 

My  heart  felt  the  fevereft  pangs  when  I  read  this  letter. 
I  wiflied  inftantly  to  follow  him  5  it  was  my  duty  fo  to  do  ; 
bat  Timagenes  had  but  too  well  concerted  his  precautions  to 
prevent  me,  ApoUodorus,  who  at  his  requeft  had  jufl  bb« 
taincd  for  me  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  Athens,  rcprc- 
fented  to  me  the  impoffibility  of  bçaring  arms  againft  my 


»  !d.  ibid. 

b  Ciccr,  de  Finî>.  lib.  2.  cap,  30.  t. 
îi.  p.  135.  Td.  Epift.  Pamil.  lib.  5. 
cpift.  12.  (.  ^i.  p*  163.  Joftio.  ibid. 
€9p.  é. 


^  Died.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  396.     Kep. 
in  Epam.  cap.  9. 

d  Plot.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  X94. 
«  Biod.  Sic.lH).  15.  p.  396. 
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new  countiy»  without  ezpofing  him  and  his  familj*  This 
confideration  prevailed,  and  I  did  not  follow  my  friend;  I 
was  not  wicnefs  of  his  heroic  anions  ;  and  I  did  not  perifh 
with  him  ! 

His  image  is  ever  prefent  to  my  mind.  Thirty  years  hav« 
fince  elap&d,  yet  is  it  but  a  moment  ^that  I  have  loft  him. 
Twice  have  I  attempted  his  eulogium»  twice  has  it  been  obli« 
tcrated  by  my  tears.  But  had  I  even  poffcfTed  the  power  to 
finiflb,  I  (hould  have  had  the  refolution  to  fppprefs  it.  The 
virtues  of  an  obfcure  man  are  interefting  only  to  his  friends» 
nor  can  they  even  claim  to  be  held  forth  as  an  example. 

The  troubles  of  Greece  were  eventually  increafed  by  the 
battle  of  Mantinea'';  but  its  immediate  effeâ  was  to  term!- 
Siate  the  war  f.  The  Athenians,  previous  to  their  departure, 
took  care  ta  colleâ  the  bodies  of  their  countrymen  who  had 
fallen  in  battle  ;  and  after  they  were  confumed  on  the  funeral 
pile,  their  bones  were  carried  to  Athens,  and  a  day  was  ii^ed 
for  the  ceremony  of  their  laft  obfequies,  at  which  one  of  the 
principal  magiilrates  preûded  ^. 

This  began  by  expofing  under  a  largç  tent  the  coffins  of  cj« 
prefs  wood  which  contained  the  bones  of  the  deceafed.  Such 
as  had  loft  any  relation,  both  men  and  women,  came  there 
from  time  to  time  to  make  libations,  and  acquit  theoifelves  of 
the  duties  enjoined  by  religion  and  natural  affeâion  '.  Three 
days  after,  the  coffins,  placed  on  as  mapy  cars  as  there  atp 
tribes,  proceeded  flowly  through  the  city  to  the  Ceramicus 
without  the  walls,  where  funeral  games  were  exhibited. 
•They  were  then  deppfited  in  the  earth,  after  their  friends  and 
relations  had  bathed  them  for  the  laft  time  with  their  tears  ; 
and  an  orator,  publicly  appointed  for  the  occafion,  rifing  up, 
pronounced  the  funeral  eulogium  of  thefe  brave  warriors  ^• 
Each  tribe  ereâed  cippi  or  half  columns  over  the  tombs  of 

f  Xcnoph.  Hiû.  GraBC.  1.  7.  c.  647.  I       *  Thucyd.lib.  ».  cap.  34. 

!  Pl»î-  jn  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  616.  k  LyC  omt.  Funcb.  p.  *«  ct-  »;• 

^  Poll  hb.  8.  cap.  9.  $  91.  1*4  •  ^ 

"i  ..         ,      •  *■  7 
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its  foldiers,  on  which  were  infcribed  their  names  and  tbofe 
of  their  fathers,  their,  birth  pl^ce,  and  name  of  the  place 
mear  which  thej  fell. 

The  road  leading  from  the  city  to  the  academj  is  lined 
with  thefe  cippi  '•  Others  are  feen  fcattered  in  different  places 
in  the  vicinitj.  Here  lie  thofe  who  fell  in  the  war  of  ^giiia  ; 
there  thofe  who  were  flain  in  Cyprus  ;  farther  on  fuch  as  pe- 
rilhed  in  the  Sicilian  expedition.  It  is  impoffible  to  advance 
a  fiep  without  treading  on  the  aflies  of  a  hero,  or  of  a  vic- 
tim facrificed  to  his  country.  I  faw  the  foldiers  who  were 
returned  firom  Peloponnefus,  and  had  attended  at  the  cere<» 
mony,  ftraying  among  thefe  funeral  monuments,  pointing  out 
to  each  other  the  names  of  their  anceftors  and  fathers,  and 
feeming  to  anticipate  the  honours  which  were  one  day  to  be 
paid  to  their  own  memories. 


CHAP.     XI\% 
Of  the  prefent  Government  of  Athens* 

JfVs  I  fliall  fometimes  make  a  tranfition  from  one  fubjeâ  to 
another  without  apprifing  the  reader,  it  is  neceflary  to  juflify 
my  method. 

Athées  was  my  ufual  place  of  refidence  :  though,  frequent- 
ly, in  company  with  my  fiiend  Philotas,  I  made  excuriions 
into  the  neighbouring  or  more  diftant  countries,  from  whence 
we  again  returned  to  that  city.  At  every  interval  of  my  flay, 
I  refumed  my  refearches,  and  gave  the  preference  to  feme 
particular  objeft.  The  order  of  this  work  therefore  is,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  only  that  of  ajournai,  in  which,  to  the 
narrative  of  my  travels,  and  the  recital  of  remarkable  events, 
I  have  added  fuch  obfervations  as  I  could  coUeâ  on  interef^^ 
ing  fubjeâs.     I  had  begun  by  an  inquiry  into  the  Athenian 

i  Pattfan.  li^.  I.  cap.  20. 
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government,  of  vrhich,  in  mjr  intcodoâion,  I  contented  mj* 
felf  with  developbg  the  genersl  principles  ;  I  flnli  now  eater 
into  more  extenfive  details,  and  confider  it  with  the  changes 
and  abufes  that  have  been  fucceffivelj  introduced  hj  a  feries 
of  nnhappy  circumftances. 

The  cities  and  towns  of  Attica  are  divided  into  one  hnn* 
dred  and  feventy-four  departments  or  diftriâs  "^^  which  are 
again  united  into,  and  form  ten  tribes.  All  the  citizens» 
thofe  even  who  refide  at  Athens,  belong  to  one  of  thefe  dif- 
triâs, are  obliged  to  entol  their  names  in  its  regiiiers,  and 
hy  that  aft  are  confeqiientlj  claiTed  in  one  or  other  of  the 
tribes. 

Towards  the  end  of  everj  year  ",  the  tribes  feparately  af- 
femble  to  eleâ  a  feoate,  confiftiog  of  five  hundred  depnties» 
who  muft  have  attained  at  lead  the  age  of  thirty  °.  Each  of 
thefe  tribes  eleâs  fifty,  tç  which  the  fame  number  of  fab&* 
diaries  are  added,  to  fupply  the  places  that  may  fall  va- 
cant by  the  death  or  irregular  conduâ  of  any  of  the  aâiug 
deputies  ^.     Both  deputies  and  fubftitutes  are  chofen  by  lot  ^. 

The  new  fenators  mull  undergo  a  rigorous  fcrutiny  '  ;  for 
irreproachable  morals  are  required  in  men  appointed  to  go« 
vern  others.  They  afterward  take  an  oath,  by  which  they 
promife,  among  other  things,  to  give  none  but  falutary  coun« 
fel  to  the  republic,  to  judge  according  to  the  laws,  to  fend  no 
citizen  to  prifon  who  is  able  to  find  bail,  unlëfs  accufed  of  a 
confpiracy  againft  the  fiate,  or  of  embezziing  the  public  re« 
venue  *. 

The  fenate  ele£ted  by  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  ten  tribes^ 
is  naturally  divided  into  ten  clafTes,  each  of  which  by  turns 
has  the  pre-eminence  over  the  others.     This  pre-eminence  is 


^  Strab.  lib  9.  p.  896.  Euftath.  in 
Iliad,  lib.  a.  p.  284.  Coriin.  Fail.  Att. 
t.i.  dificrt.  5. 

"  Argum.  in  Androt.  Orat.  p.  697. 
^ctit.  Leg.  Att.  p.  186. 

^  ^cuo|}h.  M^nprab,  lib.  x.  p.  7x7, 


P  Harpocr,  in  *£mkMx* 
^  Id.  ibid.  Andocid.  de  Mjtt,  part, 
a.  p.  1$. 

'  Lyf.  adT.  Philoo.  p,  487. 
'  Petit.  Leg,  Att.  p.  19^ 
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determined  by  lot  S  and  its  duntion  limited  to  the  fpace  of 
thirtj'fiz  days  for  the  four  firft  clafies,  and  tbirtj-five  for  the 
others". 

The  clafs  which  pofleiTes  this  temporary  fupcriority  over 
the  reft  is  named  the  clafs  of  the  prytancs  ^^  and  is  maintain^ 
ed  at  the  public  expence  ^,  in  a  place  called  the  Frytaneum* 
Bat  as  it  is  yet  too  numerous  col  left  ively  to  exercife  its  func<« 
tionsy  it  is  fubdivided  into  five  decuriae  or  committees,  each 
eompofed  of  ten  proedri  or  prefidents  *  ;  the  feven  feniors  of 
whom^  during  feven  fucceffive  days,  occupy  alternately  the 
chief  place  ;  the  three  others  never  attain  this  fituation  during 
the  whole  year* 

'  He  who  fills  it  is  confidered  as  the  chief  of  the  fenate,  and 
his  funâions  are  fo' important,  that  it  has  been  thought  pro- 
per to  intruft  him  with  bis  authority  only  for  one  day.  He 
it  is  who  generally  propofes  the  fubjeûs  of  difcufilon  ;  col- 
leas  the  fufFrages  of  the  fenate  ;  and,  during  the  fhort  du- 
ration of  his  ofllce,  has  the  feal  of  the  republic,  the  keys 
of  the  citadel^  and  thofe  of  the  treafury  of  Minerva,  in  his 
cuftody  *. 

Tfiefe  various  arrangements,  always  determined  by  lot,  are 
intended  to  maintain  the  mod  perfedt  degree  of  equality  a- 
mong  the  citizens,  and  as  barrier^  for  the  greater  fafety  of 
the  ftate.  Not  an  Athenian  but  may  become  a  member  and 
chief  of  the  highed  body  of  the  republic  ;  not  an  individual 
but  may,  by  merit  or  intrigues,  have  an  opportunity  to  a- 
bufe  an  authority  confided  to  him,  though  but  for  a  few  mo« 
ments. 

The  nine  other  clafTes,  or  chambers  of  the  fenate,  have,  in 
like  manner,  a  prefident  at  their  head,  who  is  changed  at 


c  Argum.  ia  Androt,  Orat.  p.  697. 
Said,  in  n^vr. 

•*  Suid.  ib.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  189. 
Corfin.  Faft.  Att.  difl*.  2.  p.  lej. 

*  Harpocr.  «  Suid.  ia  Ufvr. 

y  PemoAh.  dç  Cor.  p.  ^oi.    Poil 


Ub.  8.  cap.  15.  §  155.  Amnion,  ap. 
Harpocr.  in  ÔdX. 

*  Argam.  în  Androt.  ut  foprà. 

*  Suid.  in  'Ew/f.  Argnm.  Orat.  Dc- 
moûh.  id  Afidrot.  p.  69;. 
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each  meeting»  and  is  each  time  drawn  for  bj  lot»  bj  the  chief 
of  the  prjtanes  ^.  On  certain  occafions,  thefe  nine  prefidents 
carry  the  decrees  of  the  fenate  to  the  general  aflbmbly  >  and 
the  firft  in  order  of  them  coUeds  the  fuffrages  of  the  people^. 
On  others,  this  is  performed  bjr  the  chief  of  the  prytaoes,  or 
one  of  tus  aififtants  ^  ** 

The  fenate  is  annually  re-eleaed,  and  is  «xpeâed,  while 
its  authority  continues,  to  exclude  thofe  of  its  members 
whofc  conduâ  has  been  reprehenfible  ^9  and  to  deliver  up  its 
accounts  previous  to' its  diflblution  '.  If  the  people  are  fatif-* 
fied  with  its  conduâ»  they  decree  it  a  crown  ;  a  reward 
which  is  withheld  when  it  has  negleded  to  build  galleys  ^. 
The  members  who  compofe  it  receive  a  drachma  ^  a*day  for 
their  attendance  f .  It  meets  every  day,  except  on  fefti- 
▼als,  and  days  confidered  as  unfortunate  K  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  prytanes  to  convene  it,  and  to  prepare  the  fubjeds  of  de« 
liberation.  As  it  reprefents  the  tribes,  it  is  in  its  turn  re* 
prefented  by  the  prytanes,  who,  cooflantly  coUeâed  in  one 
place,  are  always  at  hand,  to  watch  over  fuch  dangers  as 
may  threaten  the  republic,  and*  to  give  timely  notico  to  the 
fenate. 

During  the  thirty->five  or  thirty-Cx  days  that  the  cla(5  of 
prytanes  are  in  office,  the  people  aifemblc  four  times  ^  ;  and 
thefe  four  aiTemblies,  which  fall  on  the  nth,  the  aoth,  30th, 
and  33d  days  of  the  prytany,  are  called  ordinary  aiTemblies. 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  days,  they  confirm  or  remove  the  ma- 
giftrates  juft  entered  into  office  L  The  garrifons  and  for- 
treiTes  that  conftitute  the  fecurity  of  the  flate  are  the  next 


t>  Harpocr.  in  n^.  et  in  'E'trtr^r. 
JPciit.  Leg.  Att.  p.  191. 

^  CorOo.  Fad.  Att.  t.  i.  p.  276. 
ct  a86. 

<l  Axiftoph.  In  Acharn.  ▼.  60.  Schol. 
ibid.  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  cap.  14.  Ifocr. 
4e  Fac.  t.  i.  p.  368  ;  et  alii. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

^  JFJchln,  in  Timarch.  p.  277» 

^  Id.  in  Ctcliph.  p,  430  et  431. 


i  Demofth.  adv.  Androt.  p.  7C0w 
Arg.  ejufd.  Orat. 

b  Hefych.  in  B«X. 

t  Eighteen  foU  (or  nine  peoce). 

i  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  193.       ^     • 

k  Arifl.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Kv^,  Siffon. 
de  Rep.  Athen.  lib.  %.  cap.  4,  Pott, 
Archxolog.  Grxc.  lib.  1.  cap.  17.  Pet. 
Leg.  Att.  p.  196. 

1  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  {  95. 
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objeâs  of  confideration  "^^  as  well  as  certain  public  ioforma« 
.  tioDS,  and  the  afTemblj  concludes  bj  publifhing  the  confifca- 
tîoos  of  property  ordered  by  the  courts  of  juftice",  0a  the 
fécond,  every  citizen  who  has  previoufly  depoftted  on  the  aU 
tar  an  olive  branch  bound  with  a  facred  fillet,  may  freely 
difcourCe  on  all  fubjeâs  relative  to  the  adncilniilration  «nd  go« 
Tcrnment.  The  third  is  fet  apart  to  receive  heralds  and  am- 
bafiadors  who  have  firft  given  an  account  of  their  million  ^t 
or  prefented  their  credentials  to  the  fenate  '•  The  fourth 
is  appropriated  to  religious  matters»  fuch  as  feilivals,  facri- 
fices,  &c« 

The  objeâ  of  thefe  aHemblies  being  known,  and  their  dif- 
cuffions  frequently  uninterefting,  it  became  neceiTary,  not 
long  fince,  to  drag  the  people  thither  by  violence,  or  to  force 
them  by  penalties,  to  give  attendance  ^.  But  they  are  more 
affiduous  fince  the  governm«nt  has  adopted  the  meafnre  of 
'  granting  three  oboli  *  as  •  a  reward  for  their  appearance  '  ; 
and  as  there  is  no  punilhment  for  abfence,  it  unavoidably 
happens  that  the  poorer  fort  attend  in  greater  numbers  than 
the  rich  ;  a  circumilance  very  confonant  to  the  fpirit  of  de« 
mocracies  *. 

Befides  thefe  aflemblies,  extraordinary  ones  are  held  when 
the  ftate  is  menaced  with  approaching  danger  '•  Thefe  are 
convoked  by  the  prytanes",  and  more  frequently  by  the 
commanders  of  the  troops  ',  in  the  name,  and  with  the  per- 
xniflion  of  the  fenate.  When  circumftances  permit,  the  invi^ 
tatioB  is  extended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Attica  ^. 


'°  Ariit  ap.  Harpocr.  ibid. 

°  Poll.  ibid. 

^  JESch,  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  397.  et 
4Ca.  I>cxno&h.  de  Falf.  Xxg,  p.  4y6 
et  %gZ. 

i*  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  $  96. 

^  Ariftopb.  Acharu.  v.  0^2,  Schol. 
ibid. 

*  Nine   folt   (or   four-pence   half- 
penny). 
l^^  Ariûoph.  in  Plut.  v.  330.    Id.  in* 


Ecclef.  V.  292.  et  308.  Pet.  Leg.  AU. 
p.  aoj. 

*  Xenoph.  Memorab.  p.  775.  An- 
Ûot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  c  13.  t.  ii.  p.  378. 

c  iBfch.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  400.  Poll, 
lib.  8.  cap.  9.  §.  116. 

"  Id.  ibid.  p.  403  et  404. 

^  Demofih.  de  Cor.  p.  478,  4841 
et  300 

y  Hcfych.  in  KsrMX. 
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Women  cannot  be  prefent  at  the  pablic  9SEttMjf  'nor  bave 
aaen  that  right  till  they  have  paiTed  their  twentieth  year, 
This  privilege  is  forfeited  by  him  who  is  ftigmatized  with 
infamy  ;  and  a  flranger  who  fliould  ufnrp  it  is  puniibable  hj 
death^  inafmuch  as  he  is  deemed  to  have  ufnrped  the  fove- 
reign  power  ',  or  obtained  the  means  of  betraying  the  Cecrets 
of  the  ftate  «• 

The  meeting  of  the  afiembly  begins  very  early  in  the 
morning  ^^  and  is  held  either  in  the  theatre  of  Bacchus,  in 
the  public  market,  or  in  a  fpacious  place  near  the  citadel, 
named  the  Fnyx  ^«  Six  thoufaod  fuSrages  are  reqniiîte  to 
give  the  force  of  law  to  lèverai  of  its  deorees  ^.  It  is  not, 
however,  at  all  times  praâicable  to  obtain  this  number  ;  and, 
during  the  whole  cour£e  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  it  was 
found  impoflible  to  colleâ  more  than  five  thoufand  citizens  ^  in 
the  general  afTembly. 

The  chiefs  of  the  fenate  on  important  occafions  prefide  at 
the  aflemblies  ^,  and  the  whole  fenate  is  prefent  at  them  in  a 
body.  The  military  oiRcers  have  a  diftinguiibed  place  aiBgn- 
cd  them  ',  and  the  city  guard,  compofed  of^  Scythians,  at* 
tends  to  maintain  order  **• 

When  every  one  is  feated  ^  and  the  place  in  which  the 
aflembly  meets  luftrated  by  the  blood  of  viâims  ^,  a  herald 
rifes  up  and  repeats  a  formulary  of  vows,  which  are  pro- 
nounced alfo  in  the  fenate  as  often  as  they  proceed  to  delibe- 
ration '•  With  thele  prayers,  addrefled  to  Heaven  for  the 
profperity  of  the  ftate,  are  intermingled  dreadful  impreca- 
tions againft  the  orator  who  ihall  have  received  prefents  to 


*  Efprit.  det  Loi»,  Kb.  2.  chap.  a. 

*  Liban.  decUm.  a8.  t.  i.  p.  61;. 
t>  Ariftopb.  in  Ecclcf.  v.  736. 

^  Sigoo.  de  Rep.  Athen.  1.  a.  cap.  4. 
^  Dcmofth.  in  Ncsr.  p.  875.   Id.  in 
Timocr.  p.  780. 

«  Thucyd.  lib.  8.  cap.  71. 

^  Ariftoph.  Schol.  in  Acharn.  ▼.  60. 

f  .^chin,  de  FaUf.  Legtt.  p.  4«8. 


b  Ariftopb.  in  Acharn.  ▼.  54,  Schol. 
ibid. 

i  Ariftoph.  in  Equit.  ▼.  75 X  et  jZi* 
Id.  in  Ecdef.  v.  165. 

^  ^fchin.  in  Timarch.  p.  a6j. 
Ariftoph.  in  Acharn.  v.  43.  SdioL  ad« 
Tcrf.  44> 

1  Dcmofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  304. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


TXAYELS  IN  G&ESCE. 


397 


deceive  the  people,  the  fenate,  or  the  tribunal  of  the  Heliaf« 
tSB  ™.  The  fubjeâ  for  deliberation  is  next  propefed  to  the 
afleaiblj,  which  is  generally  contained  in  a  preliminary  de- 
cree of  the  fenate,  and  Is  read  with  a  loud  voice  °«  The  he- 
rald then  proclaims  :  **  Let  every  citizen,  who  can  give  ufe- 
fnl  counfel  to  his  country,  mount  the  roftrum,  beginning 
by  thofe  who  are  more  than  fifty  years  of  age.*'  For  it  was 
formerly  necefiary  to  have  paffed  that  age,  to  be  permitted  to 
fpeak  firlt  on  any  fubjeâ  under  deliberation  ;  but  this  régula* 
tion  is  now  negleâed  ^,  as  well  as  many  others. 

Although  from  this  moment  every  man  prefent  is  at  per« 
fed  liberty  to  afcend  the  roArum,  yet  we  rarely  fee  any  o- 
tber  than  the  ftate  orators  avail  themfelves  of  this  privilege, 
Thefe  are  ten  citizens  diftinguilhed  by  their  abilities,  and 
efpecially  enr> ployed  to  defend  the  intet^efts  of  the  country  ia 
the  aflcmblles  of  the  fenate  and  the  people  ^* 

When  the  queftion  is  fuiSciently  difcufied,  the  proedri,  or 
preCidents  of  the  fenate,  call  for  à  decifion  of  the  people  on 
the  decree  that  is  propofed  to  them.  Sometimes  they  give 
their  fa£frages  by  ballot,  but  oftener  by  holding  up  of  hands; 
which  is  a  fign  of  approbation.  The  plurality  of  fuffragea 
once  afcertained,  and  the  decree  read  a  third  time  without 
oppofition,  the  prefidents  difmifs  the  afiembly,  which  breaks 
up  with  the  fame  noife  and  tumult  as  have  prevailed  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  deliberations  ^. 

On  certain  occafions,  when  the  popular  leaders  have  reafon 
to  dread  the  influence  of  powerful  men,  they  have  recourfe 
to  a  method  occafionally  praâifed  in  other  cities  of  Greece  *"• 
They  propofe  voting  by  tribes  *,  and  the  vote  of  each  tribe 


™  Demofth.   in   Ariftocr.  p.    74X. 
Dicsarcb.  in  Ariftog.  p.  107. 

'^  Demodh.  de  Falf.  Leg  p.  «99. 
,°  Jfi£chin.  in  Tim.  p.  %::4  ;  io  Cte- 
fiph.  p.428. 

f  AriftoU  ap.  9col.  Ariftoph.  Vefp. 


▼.  689.  JEfch.  io  Ctefipb.  p.  4%^ 
Plut.  X.  Rhct.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  85c. 

^  Ariftoph.  Acharn.  t.  14.  Plat  dft 
Rep.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  494. 

'  ^aea;  Poiiorc.  Comment,  cap.  11. 

*  Xcnoph.  Hiû.  Graeclib.  c.  p.  449» 


Digitized 


by  Google 


39» 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


ia  always  in  the  power  of  the  poorer  fort,  who  are  more  nu*^ 
merous  than  the  rich. 

Bj  thsfe  varioas  modes  is  it  that  the  fapreme  authoritjTt 
iwhich  refides  efleotially  in  the  people,  manifefts  its  pleafure. 
It  is  the  people  who  decide  on  peace  and  war  %  who  receive 
an^fladors,  who  confirm  or  abrogate  laws,  who  nominate 
to  almoft  everj  office,  tonpofe  taxes,  grant  the  privileges  of 
a  citizen  to  foreigucrs,  and  decree  rewards  to  thofe  who  have 
rendered  fervice  to  their  country  ^. 

The  fenate  is  the  permanent  council  of  the  people*  The 
members  of  this  body  are  generally  pcrfgns  of  knowledge 
and  ability.  The  fcru  tiny  they  have  undergone  previous  to 
their  entrance  into  office,  proves  at  lead  that  their  conduâ  has 
been  thought  irreproachable,  and  is  a  prefumption  in  favour 
of  the  reâitude  of  their  intentions. 

The  people  can  enaâ  nothing  which  has  not  firft  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  fenate.  It  is  to  the  fenate,  in  the  firft 
inllance,  that  all  decrees  *  relative  to  the  adminiftration  or 
government  muft  be  prefented  by  the  chief  of  the  company, 
or  one  of  the  prefidents  ^.  They  are  then  difcufiTed  by  the 
public  orators,  and  modified,  accepted,  or  rejeâed,  by  a  msk- 
.jority  of  votes,  in  a  body  of  five  hundred  citizens,  moft  of 
whom  having  filled  the  bigheft  offices  of  the  republic,  unite 
information  to  experience. 

Decrees,  as  they  are  pafied  by  them,  and  previous  to  their 
being  confirmed  by  the  people,  remain  in  force  during  the 
exiftence  of  this  fenate  y,  but  the  ratification  of  the  people 
can  alone  give  them  a  durable  authority. 

Such  was  the  inilitution  of  Solon,  whofe  intention  it  was 
that  the  people  Ihould  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  nothing 


<  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  139.  Demofth. 
At  Falf.  Leg.  p.  296.  JETdiib.  de  FaU*. 
Leg.  p.  404. 

"  Thucyd.  Xeooph.  Demofth.  See. 
Sigon.  de  Rep.  Athco.  lib.  a.  cap.  4. 

*  See  note  at  the  eod  «f  the  volume. 

*  PciDoilh.  in  Lectin,  p.  54;  de 


Cor.  p.  500  ;  in  Androt.  p.  699.  Libaot 
Argum.  in  eaod.  Orat.  p.  696.  Pint. 
in   Soloo.  t.   i.  p.  8S.     Harpocr.  in 

y  Demofth.  io   Ariftov.  p>    74^ 
Ulpian.  p.  766. 
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without  the  feaate,  and  that  their  proceedings  (hould  be  fo 
regulated,  as  to  produce  the  greateft  poffible  advantages  with 
the  feweft'fources  of  diflenfion*  But  to  efieâ:  and  maintain 
this  happj  harmonj,  it  would  have  been  expedient  to  invefl 
the  fenate  with  the  means  of  awing  the  people. 

But  as  this  body  changes  every  year,  and  its  officers  every 
day,  it  has  neither  time  nor  intereft  fufficient  to  retain  any 
portion  of  authority  •$  \and  as,  at  the  expiration  of  its  annual 
fuoâions,  it  has  honour^  and  favours  to  look  up  for  from 
the  people  ',  it  is  reduced  to  confider  them  in  the  light  o£ 
its  benefafkors,  and  confequently  its  mafters*  There  is  in 
truth  no  real  fubjeâ  of  divifion  between  thefe  two  bodies  i 
but  the  inconveniences  refulting  from  their  jealoufy  would  be 
lefs  dangerous  than  that  union  which  now  fubfifts  between 
them.  The  decrees  approved  of  by  the  feaate  are  not  only 
rejeâed  in  the  aCembly  of  the  people,  but  we  every  day  £ee 
fimple  individuals  fubflitute  others  in  their  room,  the  off» 
fpring  of  theit  private  opinions,  which  are  eagerly  adopted 
by  the  multitude,  without  any  previous  knowledge  of  their 
tendency.  To, this  licentioufhefs,  the  preûdents  oppole  their 
right  of  terminating  all  difputes.  Sometimes  they  direâ  the 
people  to  deliberate  only  on  the  decree  of  the  fenate  ;  fome- 
times  they  endeavour  to  make  the  new  propofitions  fall  to  the 
ground,  by  refufing  to  put  them  to  the  vote,  and  by  pofi« 
poning  the  difcuflion  to  the  next  affembly.  But  the  multi^ 
tude  almoft  always  revolt  againit  the  exercife  of  a  right  that 
prevents  them  from  deliberating,  or  thwarts  {heir  views,  and 
by  tumultuous  clamourscomperthe  leaders  who  oppofe  their 
will  to  refijgn  their  places  to  other  prefidents^  who  inftantly 
gratify  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  liberty  of  ^ich  they  are 
fo  jealous  *• 

*  Demofth.  in  Amlrot.  p.  700.  I  Xcnoph.  Hill.  Gr«c«  lib.  I.  p.  440. 

JSfch.    dc    FalL   Leg.    p.    408.  J  ^     ^ 
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Simple  mdividuals  now  poflefs  an  inSuetice  in  the  pablic  de« 
liberatiens  which  fhould  appertain  only  to  the  fenate  ''•  Some 
df  thefe  are  fa£tious  perfons  of  the  lowed  extraâion,  who 
hiiny  away  the  multitude  by  their  effrontery  ;  odiers,  wealthy 
citizens,  who  corrupt  them  by  .a  falfe  liberality.  But  thofe 
who  have  the  moft  weight,  are  men  of  eloquence»  who,  lay- 
ing afide  every  other  occupation,  devote  their  whole  time  to 
the  admin  id  ration  of  the  ftate. 

Thefe  generally  make  their  firft  effays  in  the  courts  of 
juftice;  and  wlien  they  have  there  diftinguiihed   themfelves 
by  their  oratory,  they  then,  under  pretext  of  ferving  their 
country,    but  more  frequently  to  promote  their  ambitious 
views,  enter  into  a  nobler  track,  and  undertake  the  arduous 
talk  of  inilruâing  the  fenate,  and  guiding  the  people.    Their 
profei&on,  to  which  they  dedicate  themfelves  at  an  early  pe« 
riod  of  life*,    requires,   with  the  facrifice  of  their  liberty, 
profound  knowledge  and  exalted  genius.     For  it  is  not  fu& 
cient  for  an  orator  to  be  minutely  acquainted  with  the  hiftory, 
the  laws,  the  neceffities,  and  forces  of  the  republic,  and  the 
relative  fituation  of  the  neighbouring  and  remote  powers^; 
to  follow  with  a  fledfaft  eye  thofe  rapid  or  more  tardy  efforts 
that  all  dates  are  perpetually  exerting  againd  each  other,  and 
thofe  almod  imperceptible  motions  which  are  internally  work- 
ing their  dedruâion  ;  to  avoid  alarming  the  jealoufy  of  the 
feeble  and  allied  nations,  and  to  difconcert  the  roeafures  of 
the  powerful  and  hoftile  j    to  difcriminate^  in  fine,  the  real 
interefts  of  the  country  amidd  a  multitude  of  combiaatioas 
and  connexions  :  he  mud  alfo  be  able  to  enforce  on  the  public 
mind  thofe  great  truths,  with  the  importance  of  which  he  is 
himfelf  fetiilbly  imprefled  ;  he  mud  learn  to  be  moved  neither 
by  the  menaces  nor  the  applaufes   of  the  people  j   to  brave 
the  hatred  of  the  rich,  by  fubjefting  them  to  heavy  impofis, 


(>  Demoftb.  Olynth.  3.  p.  39.  Id.  de  I      ^  ^fchîo.  Epift.  za.  p.  «13. 

Ord.  Rep.  p.  1  %6.  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  I      <l  Ariftot.  Rhetor,  lib.  x.  cap.  4*  (• 

4.  cap.  4.  p.  369.  [  ii.  d.  ^%Q  i  ibid.  cap.  8, 
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th^t  of  the  multitude»  bj  forcing  them  from  their  pleafure 
or  repofe,  and  that  o^the  other  orators,  by  deteâing  and 
difcoveiing  their  intrigues  ;  he  muft  be  prepared  to  be  re- 
fponfible  alike  for  events  wKich  be  ha^  it  not  in  his  power  to 
prevent,  and  for  thofe  it  was  impoffible  to  forefee  *  ;  to  be 
the  viâim,  by  his  difgrace,  of  projeâs  that  have  proved  a- 
bortive,  anc^fometimes  even  of  thofe  which  have  been  jufti* 
fied  by  fuccefs  ;  to  appear  full  of  confidence  in^  the  hour  of 
imminent  danger  and  univerfal  terror,  and  by  prompt  expe- 
dients to  re- animate  declining  hope;  to  fly  to  the  neighbour^ 
ing  ftates^and  with  them  form  powerful  leagues  ;  to- enkindle 
an  ardent  third  for  war,  by  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty  ;  and, 
after  performing  the  duties  of  the  fiatefnian,  the  orator,  and 
ambaflador,  to  repair  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  feal  with  his 
blood  the  advice  he  has  given  to  the  people  from  the  rof-« 
trum. 

•  Such  is  the  lot  of  Ihofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  laws,  forefeeing  the  empire  that  men  at  once 
fo  ufefal  and  fo  dangerous  may  affame  over  the  minds  of  the 
people,  have  ordained  that  their  abilities  fhould  not  be  called 
into  exertion  till  ample  teftimony  can  be  borne  to  their  mo- 
ral conduâ.  They  exclude  from  the  rodrum  ^  the  man  who 
fliall  be  proved  to  have  ftruck  his  parents,  or  ,who  has  de- 
nied them  the  means  of  fubfidence  :  for  how  can  he  feel  the 
love  of  his  country,  whofe  heart  is  (hut  to  the  fentiments 
of  nature?  They  exclude  the  citizen  who  has  diflipated  the 
inheritance  of  his  father,  fince  he  would  lavi(h  the  treafures 
of  the  date  with  ftill  greater  unconcern;  the  man  alfo  who 
has  no  legitimate  offspring  ^,  or  poffeffes  no  property  in  At- 
tica ;  for,  without  thefe  ties,  his  attachment  to  the  republic 
can  be  at  bed  but  vague  and  equivocal,  fince  it  is  not  drength- 
cned  by  private  intered:  whoever  likewife'  has  refufed  to 
n-^ . — . ^ 

^  Dcmofth.  de  Cor.  p.  5x3.  I       ^  Din.    adv.    Demoftb.   in    Oper. 

f  ^fchio.  adv.  Timarcb.  p.  264.       | .  Dcmofth.  p.  182. 
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take  arms  at  the  comtnand  of  the  general  ^  «bandoned  Inm 
Ihield  in  battle,  or  addifted  himfelf  to  Qiamefol  pleafures»  b  not 
permitted  to  fpeak  in  the  aflemblj»  becaufe  cowardice  and  cor« 
ruptioD,  almoft  infeparable  companions»  woidd  expofe  his 
xnind  to  every  fpecies  of  treacbexy  f  befides  that  no  maa» 
who  is  unable  either  to  defend  bis  country  by  bis  ralour,  ow 
•dify  it  by  his  example,  can  be  worthy  to  inftmâ  it  by  his 
•counfel. 

The  orator  then  muft  afcend  the  roftrum  with  tbe  confcU 
eufnefs  and  authority  of  sn  irreproaehable  prirate  life*  It 
h  to  be  obferred  likewirc,  that  formerly  thofe  who  fpoke  in 
public,  accompanied  their  harangues  only  with  a  noble,  fe- 
date,  and  artlefs  aâion^  fiAple  as  the  virtues  which  thej 
praôifed,  and  the  truth»  it  was  their  objeâ  to  declare  ;  nor  i» 
it  yet  forgotten  that  Themlftocles,  Âriftides,  and  Pericles,  al- 
moft motbnlefs  on  the  tribunal,  and  with  their  hands  con* 
cealed  in  their  mantles  S  derived  as  much  weight  from  the 
gravity  of  their  demeanour  as  from  the  powers  of  thw  elo« 
quence. 

Far  from  imitating  thefe  examples,  the  modero  orators  in 
general  exhibit  in  their  features,  their  exclamations,  their 
geftures^/and  their  garments  S  nothing  but  an  extravagant 
agitation,  and  a  di%u(ling  indecency. 

This,  however,  is  but  a  trifling  fymptom  of  the  infamy  of 
dieir  general  conduâ.  Some  fell  their  talents  and  their  ho- 
nour  to  powers  at  enmity  with  Athens  ^  others  have  wealthy 
citizens  at  their  command,  who,  by  a  tranfient  fervâity,  hope 
to  attain  the  higheft  offices;  while  all,  waging  witli  each 
other  a  perpetual  war  of  reputation  and  of  intereft,  afpire  to 
the  glory  and  emolument  of  governing  tbe  moft  enlightened 
people  of  Goreecc  and  of  the  world. 

Hence  thofe  cabals  and  divilions  which  are  inceffiintly  £er« 
inenting  in  the  heart  of  the  republic,  and  breaking  out  with 

^  £fohin.  adT.  Timarch.  p.  264^      t      ^  Pint,  io  Nk.  L  i,  p.  jaS. 
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riokttce  m  the  tumultuous  aflerabltes  :  for  the  people,  fo 
fervile  in  their  obedience,  fo  terrible  when  thej  obtain  the 
fway,  carry  thither,  with  their  natural  licentioufnefs  of  man-* 
ners,  that  abhorrence  of  reftraint  which  Aej  deem  a  precious 
portion  of  their  fovereignty. ,  There  all  their  paifions  are  ex-^ 
treme,  and  their  ezcefiCes  paûed  ovex  with  impunity.  Thither 
the  orators  repair,  like  fo  many  chiefs  of  parties,  now  fe« 
conded  by  military  officers  whofe  proteâion  they  have  fe* 
cured,  aiM  now  attended  by  faftious  fubahems  whofe  fury 
they  can  moderate  at  pleafure.  No  fooner  do  they  make  their 
appearance  in  the  lifts,  than  they  commence  the  attack  by  in- 
faits'  which  animate  the  multitude,  or  by  flrokes  of  plea« 
fiintry  which  tranfport  them  beyond  tbemfelves.  Prefently 
the  clamours,  the  applaufes,  the  burfts  of  laughter  "*,  that 
arife  from  all  fides,  flifle  the  voice  of  the  fenators  who  pre« 
fide  at  the  ai&mbly,  of  the  guards  ftationed  on  evtty  fide  to 
maintain  order  ^^  nay,  even  of  the  orator  ®,  who  fees  his  de« 
crée  fall  to  the  ground  by  the  fame  paltry  artifices  that  fo  of- 
ten overthrow  a  dramatic  piece  at  the  theatre  of  Bacchus. 

In  vain  has  a  remedy  been  for  fome  time  paft  attempted^ 
by  ordering  one  of  the  ten  tribes,  drawn  by  lot  at  each  a& 
fembly,  to  take  their  Rations  around  the  roftrum,  to  prevent 
confufion,  and  fly  to  the  fuccour  of  the  violated  laws  ^  :  they 
are  tbemfelves  hurried  along  by  the  torrent  which  they  are 
endeavouring  to  (lem  i  and  the  futility  of  their  afliftance  fervea 
•nly  to  evince  the  magnitude  of  an  evil,  perpetuated  not  only 
by  the  nature  of  the  government,  but  ftill  more  by  the  cha« 
jraâer  of  the  Athenians. 

In  fad,  that  people,  highly  fufceptible  as  they  are  of  live* 
ly  and  tranfieat  fenfations,  ftand  diftinguiihcd  beyond  all  other 


I  Ariftoph.  Sn  Ecckr,  p.  14».  Mkh. 
id  Ctefiph.  p.  41S. 

"  PUt.  de  Rep.  Ub.  6.  t.  u.  p.  49ft. 
Prm^ftb.  de  F^If.  Legat  p.  297  ct  310. 

**  Aiiiloph.iaAchvn.  ▼.54*  Schol.  ib. 
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stttions  for  uniting  the  mod  difcordant  qusditîes,  aad  fuclrsS 
nay  moft  eafily  be  abufed  to  miflcad  them. 

Hiftory  reprefents  them  to  us»  fometimes  as  an  old  dotard 
vho  may  be  deceived  with  impunity^,  or  as  an  infant  who-  ^ 
requires  continual  amufement  ;  and  fometimes  as  dif playing 
the  difcernment  and  fentiments  of  elevated  minds  ;  as  pafiion- 
ately  fond  of  pleafure  and  of  liberty»  of  indolence  aad  of 
glory  ;  as  intoxicated  with  Sattery,  yet  receiving  merited  re« 
proach  with  applaufe  '  ;  as  poiTeffing  fufficient  penetration  to 
apprehend  at  a  word  the  plans  propofed  to  them  *»  but  too  im- 
patient to  liften  to  the  particulars»  or  to  forefee  their  confe- 
quences  ;  as  making  their  magifl rates  tremble  before  them» 
and  at  the  very  moment  pardoning  their  moft  bitter  enemies  ;. 
as  paffing»  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  from  rage  to  com» 
paflion»  from  defpondence  to  infulence»  from  injullice  to  re- 
pentance ;  as  fickle  beyond  conception  ;  and  fo  frivolous  ', 
that  in  the  moft  ferions»  nay  the  moft  defperate  fituation  of 
affairs»  a  fingle  word  fpoken  at  random»  a  happy  fally  of 
pleafantTj»  the  fmalleft  objeâ,  the  moft  trivial  incident»  pro- 
vided it  be  unexpeâed»  fuffices  to  difpel  their  fears»  or  to  di- 
vert them  from  their  moft  important  interefts. 

Thus  was  it  that  the  whole  aflembly  was  once  fecn  to  rife 
and  run  after  a  little  bird  that  Alcibiades»  when  young,  and 
fpeaking  for  the  firft  time  in  public»  had  inadvertently  fuffer- 
ed  to  efcape  from  his  bofom  ^. 

Thus  alfo  was  it,  that  about  the  fame  time  the  orator  Cleoo, 
who  was  become  the  idol  of  the  Athenians»  without  poflef- 
fing  any  portion  of  their  efteem»  fported  with  the  popular 
favour  with  impunity.  The  people  were  aflembled»  and  wait- 
ing for  him  with  impatience»  when  he  at  length  appeared  to 
requeft  them  to  defer  the  deliberation  to  another  day»  be* 
caufe»  ezpeding  fome  foreigners  of  his  acquaintance  to  dine 

^  Arifloph.  Equit.  ▼.  710,  749,  &c.  |  Corn.  Mep.  in  Timoth.  cap.  3. 
'  Plut.  Pracc.Gcr.Rcip.  t.  ii.p.  799.  I       "  Pint,  in  Alcib.  t.  I  p.   195,     H. 
«  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  38.  I  Precept.  Ger.  Reip.  r»ii.p«  79^ 

«  Plia.  lib.  35»  cap.  la  t.  u.  p.  693.  I 
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-with  faim,  he  had  not  leifure  to  employ  himfelf  about  ft  ate 
aiHiirs.  The  aiTembly  immediatelj  rofe,  gave  him  loud  plau- 
dits, and  the  influence  of  the  orator  was  but  increafed  by  this 
extraordinary  behaviour'. 

I  faw  them  myfelf  one  day  extremely  uneafy  l.?  fome  ho(li« 
lities  that  had  lately  been  committed  by  Philip,  and  that 
threatened  an  inunediate  rupture.  At  the  moment  when  their 
minds  were  in  the  greateft  agitation,  a  very  little  and  deform- 
ed man  ftood  up  to  fpeak.  This  was  Leon,  ambaiTador  from 
Byzantium,  who,  though  his  perfonal  appearance  was  of  the 
moft  unfavourable  kind,  poflefied  much  of  that  wit  and  pre- 
fence  jof  mind  fo  highly  pleaûng  to  the  Athenians.  At  light 
of  him,  they  burft  into  fuch  violent  fits  of  laughter,  that  Le- 
on could  fcarcely  obtain  a  moment's  iilence.  At  length  he 
laid  :  **  What  would  you  fay  then  did  you  but  fee  my  wife  ? 
She  hardly  reaches  to  my  knees.  Yet,  little  as  «we  are, 
when  we  difagree,  the  city  of  Byzantium  is  not  large  e- 
nough  to  hold  us."  This  pleafantry  was  fo  fuccefsful,  that 
the  Athenians  immediately  granted  th^  fuccours  he  came  to 
Iblicit  y. 

In  a  word,  they  have  been  known,  after  exprefling  the  ut- 
xnoft  indignation  at  fome  intercepted  letters  of  Philip,  which 
they  ordered  to  be  read  before  them,  to  pay,  notwithilanding, 
£0  great  a  refpeâ  to  the  letters  written  by  that  prince  to  his 
queen,  as  to  order  them  to  be  fent  to  her  unopened  ^. 

As 'nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  underftand  and  to  inflame 
the  pallions  and  talles  of  fuch  a  people,  it  is  alfo  extremely 
eafy  to  acquire  their  confidence,  nor  is  it  lefs  fo  to  lofe  it  j  but, 
whilil  in  favour,  tl^ere  is  nothing  which  the  popular  leader 
may  not  fay  or  undertake,  and  he  may  perfuade  them  to  a*i 
dopt  ^ood  or  evil  meafures  with  an  equal  degree  of  ardour. 
When  guided  by  firm  and  virtuous  men,  they  beilowed  the 

*  Plut,  in  Nic.  t.   i.  p.  3 a;.    Id.    |    ^  PluLPraBcept.G€r.Rcip.t.u,p.8©4. 
pTA^tept.  Ger.  Rcip.  ibi4.  |      '  id.  ibid.  p.  799. 
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offices  of  the  mtgiftracj»  embaffies,  and  the  command  of*  ar« 
miei,  onlj  on  great  abilities  united  with  virtue.  In  our 
days  they  have  freqaently  made  a  choice  at  which  they  fliould 
have  bluihed  *  i  but  it  is  the  fault  of  the  flatterers  who  di- 
reâ  them,  flatterers  as  dangerous  as  thofe  of  tyrants  \  and 
who,  like  them,'  blufli  only  when  difgraced* 

The  lenate  being  dependent  on  the  people,  and  the  people 
abandoning  themfelves  without  referre  ^  to  their  favourite 
orators,  by  whom  they  are  mifled,  if  any  thing  can  preferve 
the  democracy  it  muft  be  private  enmities  ^  ;  it  muft  be  the 
facility  of  profecutiog  an  orator  who  makes  an  improper  ufe 
of  his  influence.  In  this  cafe  he  is  accufed  of  tran^xeffiog 
the  laws  ;  and  as  the  charge  may  be  relative  either  to  his  per« 
fon,  or  the  nature  of  the  decree  he  has  propofed  %  hence  a* 
xife  two  kinds  of  accufation  to  which  he  is  perpetually  liable. 

The  objefl  of  the  fit  ft  is  to  ftigmatife  him  in  the  eyes  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  If  he  has  received» prefents  to  betray  his 
country,  if  his  private  condu£b  be  found  fullied  with  aojr 
mark  of  infamy,  and  efpecially  with  thofe  crimies  I  have  aU 
ready  mentioned,  and  from  which  his  public  fundions  re« 
quire  him  to  be  exempt,  every  individual  is  then  permitted 
to  commence  a  profecution  againft  him.  This  pro&cutioa, 
which  ajOTumes  different  names  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence  ^  is  commenced  before  a  magiftrate,  who  takes  cog<p 
nifance,  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  of  the  delinquency  in  queftion* 
When  the  fault  is  trivial,  be  fenteoces  him  to  a  trifling  pe« 
nalty  ^  ;  when  more  important,  he  refers  the  cafe  to  a  fape* 
perior  tribunal  ;  and  if  the  crime  be  proved,  the  accefied,  a« 
mong  other  puni(hments,  undergoes  that  of  never  more  afoend* 
ing  the  roftrum. 


^  f  upoL  ap.  Stob.  p.  139. 

b  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  cap.  4.  t. 
M.  p.  369- 

*  Dcmofih.  Olyiith.  3.  p.  39.  W. 
de  Qrd.  Rep.  p.  |26.    Id.  in  Lept, 


ap.  Plut,  de  And.  Poet.  t.  ii.  p.  2a 
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.  Nor  have  orators,  whofe  circumrpeâ  conduâ  ilielters  then 
from  this  firft  fpecies  of  accufation,  lefs  to  apprehend  on  that 
account  from  the  fécond,  which  is  termed  an  accuCation  on  ac« 
count  of  illegality  \ 

Amidft  that  multitude  of  decrees  we  fee  from  time  to 
time  eaafted  with  the  fanâfbn  of  the  fenatc  and  the  people, 
fome  there  are  in  manifeft  contradiâion  to  the  welfare  of  the 
ftate,  and  which  it  is  important  not  to  fuffcr  to  fubfift.  But 
as  thejr  were  the  aâs  of  the  legiflative  power,  it  (houid  feeoa 
that  no  authority,  no  tribunal,  is  competent  to  annul  them* 
The  people  themfelves  fliould  not  attempt  it,  left  the  orators, 
vrho  have  already  taken  them  by  furprife  ',  ihould  again  mif- 
lead  them.  What  refource  then  {hall  there  be  for  the  re- 
public? A  law,  fingular  indeed  at  firft  fight,  but  admirable 
in  its  nature,  and  fo  elTeatial  as  to  render  it  impoffible  either 
to  fapprefs  or  to  negleâ  it,  without  defiroying  the  demo« 
cracy ''i  I  mean,  th^law  that  authorifes  the  very  lowed  ci- 
tizen to  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  whole  people,  when- 
ever he  is  able  to  demonftrate  that  <he  new  decree  is  contrary 
to  the  laws  already  eilabliflied^ 

In  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  tite  invifible  foverelgn,  it  Is 
the  laws  which  loudly  proteil  againd  the  national  judgment 
that  has  violated  them  :  it  is  in  the  name  of  the  laws  that  the 
accufation  is  brought  forward;  it  Is  before  the  tribunal,  which 
is  the  chief  depofiury  and  avenger  of  the  laws,  that  it  is 
profecuted^  and  the  judges,  by  fetting  afide  the  decree,  only 
pronounce  that  the  authority  of  the  people  has  happened  un- 
intentionally to  claih  with  that  of  the  laws  ;  or  rather  they 
maintain  the  ancient  and  permanent  decifions  of  the  people 
againil. their  prefent  and  tranfient  inclinations. 

This  remoûflrance  of  the  laws  having  fufpended  the  power 
which  the  people  had  given  to  their  decree,  and  it  being  im- 


^  Home,  Political  Difcourfet,  difc.  I  in  Lepttn.  p.  541. 
^.▼^a.p.  a,  1      *  Demoftb.    in    Timocr.    p.    707, 

i  i£idûn.  in  CteCp.  44^.  Denoilh.  |  JEfch.  io  Ccef.  p.  428  cc  459> 
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priâicable  to  proceed  jadiciallj  agaioft  the  people,  an  aftioa 
can  only  be  brought  againft  the  orator  who  propofed  the  ob- 
noxious decree^  and  accordingly  it  is  againft  him  that  the  ac- 
cufation  for  illegality  is  brought.  And  it  is  laid  down  as  a 
principle,  that  fince  he  has  voliyttarily  interfered  in  the  ad- 
jniniftration,  he  has  ezpofed  himfelf  to  the  alternative  of  ho- 
nour when  he  fucceeds,  and  of  puniibment  when  his  projeds 
prove  abortive  |. 

The  caufe  is  firft  difcuffed  either  before  the  firft  or  before 
the  laft  fix  of  the  archons  ^*  The  preliminary  proceedings 
gone  through,  it  is  removed  to  the  tribunal  of  the  heliaftae, 
generally  compofed  of  five  hundred,  and  fometimes  of  a 
thoufand,  of  fifteen  hundred,  or  two  thoufand  judges.  It  lies 
with  the  fame  magifirates  to  determine,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  offence,  the  number  they  would  choofe  to  have 
for  judges,  which  they  have  fometimes  increafed  to  fix  thou* 
fand  «, 

The  decree  may  be  attacked  when  it  has  only  pafled  the 
fenate,  or  the  accufer  may  wait  till  it  is  confirmed  by  the  peo- 
ple. But,  whichever  of  thcfe  meafures  it  may  be  thought 
proper  to  adopt,  the  aâion  mu  ft  be  brought  within  the  year, 
to  fubjeâ  the  orator  to  puni (h ment.  That  period  once  ex- 
pired, he  is  no  longer  rcfponfible  for  his  decree. 

After  the  profecutor  has  produced  his  arguments  for  an- 
nulling the  decree,  and  the  accufed  has  finifhed  his  defefice, 
the  queftlon  is  put  to  the  vote  ^.  If  the  former  does  not  ob- 
tain the  fifth  part  of  the  fuifrages,  be  is  obliged  to  pay  five 
hundred  drachmas  to  the  public  treafury  ^  *,  and  there  is  an 
end  to  the  affair.  If  the  deciiion  be  unfavourable  to  the  lau 
ter,  he  may  f^ill  petition  for  a  mitigation  of  the  penalty  i  but 
he  feldom  efcapes  banifhmcnt,  interdiâion,  or  heavy  pecuni- 
ary fines.     Here,   as  in  fome  other  canfes  of  a  different  na- 


1  Dcmofih.  de  Falf.  I,eg.  p. . 
n»  Dcnioilh.  dc  Cor.  f.  481. 
I^eptin.  p.  SS5' 

*  A^idqc.  dc  Myft.  p.  3. 


;09- 
Id. 


^  .^chin.  in  Ctcfipb.  p.  460. 
P  Demofih.  de  Cor.  p.  489  ct  490^ 
JEfchto.  de  ^«If.  heg^t.  p.  397* 
•  4JC  livres  (or  1 81.  1^».  Sterlio^^ 
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ture,  the  intervals  for  the  pleadings  and  the  judgment  are  di* 
vided  into  three  fittings  j  the  one  for  the  perfon  who  profe<« 
eûtes,  the  other  for  the  accufed  to  make  his  defence,  and  the 
third,  when  it  takes  place,  to  decide  on  the  punifhrnent  ^. 

Not  an  orator  but  (hudders  at  this  accufation,  not  a  ma- 
nœuvre but  he  puts  in  pra^ice  to  wSrd  off  its  confequences, 
Prajers,  tears,  negligence  of  drefs,  the  proteâîon  of  mili- 
tary officers  ""j  all  the  artifices  of  eloquence,  all  the  ftiata- 
gems  of  policy,  are  made  ufe  of  by  the  accufed  and  his 
friends. 

Thefe  means  are  often  but  too  fuccefsful  ;  and  we  have 
fcen  the  orator  Ariftophon  boaft  of  having  been  the  objeû:  of 
no  lefs  than  feventy-five  accufations  of  this  kind,  and  of  hav- 
ing always  efcaped  triumphant  *.  Neverthelefs,  as  every  ora- 
tor procures  feveral  decrees  to  be  paired  during  his  admin?- 
ilration  ;  as  it  is  eflential  for  him  to  ihultiply  them  in  order 
to  maintain  his  authority  ;  as  he  is  furrounded  by  enemies 
rendered  quickfighted  by  jealoufy  ;  as  it  is  eafy,  by  remote 
deduâions,  or  forced  interpretations,  to  difcover  fjroe  con-», 
trariety  between  \ï'iû  opinions,  his  condu^,  and  the  numerous 
laws  that  are  in  force,  it  is  almoft  impoflible  but  that  he  mud,  « 
fooner  or  later,  fall  a  viftim  to  the  accufations  from  which 
lie  is  inceffantly  in  danger, 

I  have  faid  that  the  laws  of  Athens  are  numerous.  Be- 
fidcs  thofe  of  Draco  which  ftill  in  part  fubfift  %  befides  thofe 
of  Solon  which  form  the  bafis  of  the  civil  code,  many  others 
have  been  introduced,  either  originating  in  the  circumftances 
of  the  times,  or  which  have  been  adopted  through  the  influ- 
ence of  orators  "• 

In  every  government  it  is  a  work  of  diflSculty  to  fupprefs 
an  ancient  law,  and  to  fupply  its   place  by  a  new  one  ;  and' 
this  difficulty  mufl  be  flill  greater  with  a  people  who,  at  once 


*l  JEfchin.  dc  Falf.  Leg  p.  397.  I      t    Demofth.    in    Evcrg.    p.    ic6iw 

r  ^-tfchin,  in  Ctefiph  p.  428.  I  Ardoc.  dc  Myft.  part  a.  p.  ll. 


f  Id,  ibid.  f.  459.  I     u  0cffloiUi.  in  X^ptin.  p.  554* 
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fabjeAs  and  {bvereigiis,  are  alwajs  tempted  to  alleviate  or 
ibake  off  the  yoke  they  have  impofed  upon  themfelves.  Solon 
bad  fo  bound  up  the  hands  of  the  legiflative  power»  as  to  dif- 
able  it  from  touching  the  foundations  of  his  legiflationi  ex- 
cept with  the  moft  extreme  precaution. 

An  individual  who  propofes  to  abrogate  an  ancient  law, 
xnuft  at  the  fame  time  be  ready  to  fubllitute  another  '.   ^  Both 
of  thefe  he  prefents  to  the  fenate  ^,  which,  after  maturely 
weighing  them,  either  difapproves  the  intended  change,  or 
commands  the  proper  officers  to  lay  an  account  of  it  before 
the  people  in  the  general  afiembly,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is,  among 
other  things,  to  examine  and  revife  the  laws  in  force  '.    This 
is  the  alTembly  held  on  the  zith  day  of  the  firft  month  of  the 
year  K     If  it  appears  expedient  that  the  law  fliould  aftually 
be  repealedi  the  prytanes  refer  the  matter  to  the  next  aiTem- 
1>ly,  which  is  ufually  held  nineteen  days  after  ;  and  five  ora- 
tors are  previoufly  nominated,  who  are  appointed   to  under- 
take the  defence  of  the  law  propofed  to  be  abrogated.    In 
the  interval,  this  law,  as  well  as  that  to  be  offered  in  its 
place,  is  daily  affixed  to  certain  ftatues,  and  expofed  to  every 
eye  \  fo  that  each  citizen  may  compare  at  his  leifure  the  ad- 
vantages and  inconveniences  of  them  both.     Thefe  become 
the  topic  of  converfation  in  all  companies  j  and  thus  the  pub- 
lic opinion  is  gradually  formed,  and  openly  manifefts  itfelf  at 
the  appointed  aflembly.     Still,  however,  nothing  can  bé  final. 
ly  decided.   Commiffioners  are  named,  fometimes  to  the  num- 
ber of  a  thoufand  and  one,  to  whom  they  give  the  nwne  of 
legiflators,  and  who  muft  all  have  fat  amon^  the  heliafts  ^. 
Thefe  form  a  tribunal,  before  which  appear  both  the  perfon 
who  attacks  and  thofe   who  defend  the  ancient  law.    The 
commiffioners  have  the  power  to  abrogate  it,  without  again 
xeturniog  to  the  people.     They  next  examine  whether  the 


*  Demofth.  in  Leptin.  p.  554  ;  et 
in  Tinocr.  p.  77S. 
y  Id.  in  Timocr.  p.  7^1. 
z  Pcmollb.  in  Timocr.  p.  776, 


*  tJlpîan.  in  Tim.  p.  Six. 
^  Demofth,  in  Tin^ocr.  p.  776. 
^  Id.  ibid.  p.  766  cc  777.  Pet.  ÎÂg* 
Att.p.  zox. 
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tifew  hw  be  adapted  to  circomftanùes,  equally  bénéficiai  to  dl 
the  citizens,  and  conformable  to  the  othet  laws  ;  tbefis  prdi* 
minaries  fettled,  they  either  confirm  it  thcaifii^^»  or  f>ce(eat 
it  to  the  people,  who  affix  to  it  the  feal  of  authority  by  their 
fuffrages.  The  orator  who  has  occa&oned  this  akcfatioo  i$ 
liable  to  a  profecution,  not  for  having  procured  the  repcftl  of 
mn  obfolete  or  ufelefs  law,  but  for  imrodoeiAg  asother  which 
aiay  eventually  prove  detrimental 

All  new  laws  muft  be  propounded  ftnd  difcnfled  in  th« 
fame  manner.  Yet,  notwitbftandtng  the  foranaHtiea  I  haro 
mentioned,  «lotwkhdanding  the  obligation  impofed  on  cert#ia 
magiftrates  to  make  every  year  an  cxaâ  revifsl  of  the  laws, 
fo  great  a  number  of  contradiâory  and  obCcore  ones  have  im* 
fettfibly  Crept  into  the  code,  that  the  Athenians  bave  lately 
been  under  the  neceifiry  of  eftablifiiing  a  fpecial  commifljoa 
to  make  a  proper  feleÔion  -,  bot  their  labour  has  hitherto  been 
fruitldfs  *• 

It  is  a  great  advantage,  that  the  nature  of  the  democracy 
has  rendexed  delays  and  inquiries  neceflary,  in  matters  of  le- 
giflatioD  ;  but  it  is  often  a  great  misfortune  that  they  are  no 
lefs  unavoidable  on  occaiions  that  call  for  celerity  and  4if- 
patch.  In  a  monarchy,  a  iingle  moment  fuffices  to  promul- 
gate and  carry  into  execution  the  will  of  the  fovereign^. 
Here  the  fenate  moil  be  firft  confuhed  ;  the  aflembly  of  the 
people  be  convoked  ;  and  they  muft  have  time  to  be  inform^ 
cd,  to  deliberate,  to  decide.  The  execution  of  their  deter« 
aaioattons  is  fubjeâ  to  ftill  more  impediments.  AU  thefe  ob- 
fiacles  fo  greatly  retard  the  progrefs  of  afiaxrs,  that  the  peo* 
pie  are  fometimes  obliged  to  refer  their  deciûon  to  the  fe- 
.  fitte  ^  ;  but  it  is  with  regret  they  fuboHt  to  make  this  &cri* 
fice,  dreading  the  revival  of  a  faâion  comp(^d  of  the  par- 
û£ans  of  the  ariftocracy  ^,  a  faâion  which  formerly  Aripped 


»      »ii 


à  JEfchin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  433.  De* 
llMfth.  in  Lifw.  p.  554. 

c  Demoah.  de  FalT.  JLcg.  p.  3SI. 
f  Id»  ihi4.  p.  117. 


<  Ifocr.  de  Pac  t.  i.  p.  -3^7  «t  4S7« 
Theophr.  CtMV«ft.  cap.  stf.  C}air.»b. 
ibid.    Corn.  K^.  ia  Phoc,  cap.  ^, 
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them  of  their  authority.  At  prefent  this  party  is  ia  a  ftatq 
of  depreffion  ;  but  that  circumftance  would  render  them  only 
the  more  ardent  in  their  exertions  to  deflroy  a  power  by  which 
they  are  kept  down  and  humbled.  The  people  hate  them  the 
more,  as  they  make  no  diftinâioa  between  their  power  and 
the  tjrranny  of  a  iingle  perfon. 

Hitherto  we  have  confidered  the  fenate  and  the  people  as 
folely  occupied  with   the   great  objeâ  of  government:  they 
ihould  be  regarded  likewife,  in  fome  meafure,  as   two  courts 
of  juftice,  in  which  certain  oflfences  are  profccuted  ^  ;   and 
what  will  appear  extraordinary,  is,  that,  excepting  fome  trif- 
ling pecuniary  fines  which  the  fenate  are  empowered  to  im- 
pofe  ',  other  caufes,  after  undergoing  the  judgment  of  the  fe- 
nate, of  the  people,  or  of  both,  one  after  the  other,  are,  or 
ure  liable  to  be,  removed  to  a  tribunal  that  determines  in  the 
)a(l  refer t  ^.     I  have  known  a  citizen,  accufed  of  embezzling 
the  public  money,  firfl  condemned  by  the  fenate,  then  by  the 
fuffrages  of  the  people,  which  were  in  Jufpenfe  for  a  whole 
day,  and  finally  by  two  tribunals,  forming  together  the  num* 
ber  of  a  thoufand  and  one  judges  '• 

It  has  been  thought,  with  reafon,  that  the  executive  power, 
di(lingui(hed  from  the  legiilative,  ihould  never  be  converted 
into  a  vile  inftrument  of  the  latter.  But  I  am  compelled  to 
own,  that  in  times  of  trouble  and  corruption,  fo  wife  a  law 
has  more  than  once  been  violated,  and  that  orators  have  oc- 
cafionally  induced  the  people  whom  they  governed,  to  keep 
back  certain  caufes,  in  order  to  prevent  fome  individuals, 
whom  they  had  devoted  to  deflruâion,  from  obtaining  relief 
in  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice  •  *. 


b  Andoc  at  Myft.  pirt.  i.  p.  i. 

]  Demofth.  in  Evcrg.  p.  1058. 

k  Ariftoph.  in  Vefp.  v.  588.  Dc- 
mofth.  ibid.  Liban.  Argum.  in  Orat. 
pemofth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  601. 

L  Demofth.  in  Timocr.  p.  774. 

^  ^caoph, .  HiA.  Gr^ec.  lib.  z.  p, 


449-    Aiifiot.  de  Rep.  tib.  4.  cap.  4. 
p,  369. 

*  In  fupport  of  this  iaéb,  I  bafe 
cited  AriftoUe,  who,  irom  motive*  of 
prudence,  does  not  name  the  republic 
of  Athens  \  but  it  is  evident  that  he  aU 
]udci  to  it  in  thl9  parage. 
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CHAP,    XV. 

Of  the  Magjjlrates  of  Athens. 

Ik  that  violent  conflift  between  pallions  and  duties,  which 
xnuft  infallibly  arifc  wherever  there  are  men,  and  ftill  more 
where  thefe  men  are  free,  and  think  themfelves  independent, 
it  is  neceflary  that  an  authority  continually  armed  to  reprefs 
and  punifli  licentioufnefs  Ihould  with  nnceafing  vigilance  watch 
over  and  prevent  its  progrefs  ;  and  as  a  fingle  authority  can- 
not  always  immediately  a£l,  it  alfo  becomes  necefl)iry,  by  the 
inftitution  of  feveral  magiflrates,  to  render  this  power  at  once 
formidable  and  omniprefent. 

The  people  aflemble  on  the  four  laft  days  of  the  year,  to 
nominate  to  the  different  offices  of  the  magiftracy  ■  ;  and 
though,  by  the  law  of  Ariflides  **,  they  may  confer  thefe  of- 
fices on  the  lowed  of  the  Athenians,  they  very  rarely  grant 
thofe  which  may  afFeft  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  to  any  but  the 
mod  diflinguifhed  citizen^  p.  Their  will  is  declared  either  by 
the  way  of  fuffrage,  or  by  lot  ^. 

The  places  then  difpofed  of  are  very  numerous.  The  per- 
fons  who  are  appointed  to  them  mud  undergo  an  examina- 
tic^n  before  the  tribunal  of  the  heliadae  '  ;  and,  as  if  this 
probation  were  infafficient,  the  people  are  afked,  ^l  the  firft 
monthly  affembly,  or  prytany,  whether  they  have  any  com- 
plaints to  allege  againd  their  magidrates  •.  On  the  flighted 
accufation,  the  chiefs  of  the  adembly  proceed  to  put  the  mat- 
ter to  the  vote  ;  and  if  the  quedion  be  decided  againd  the 
accufed  magidrate,  he  is  removed  from   office,  and  brought 


°'  ^fchtD.  in  CteC  p.  429.  Said,  in 
'JifZ'*'  ^^^^'  >°  Argum.  Orat.  Oe- 
mofth.  adr.  Androt.  p.  69;. 

o  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  37.  iPlat.  In 
Ariftid.  p.  332. 

P  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Athen.  p.  69Z. 
Plut,  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  745. 

«^Demofth.inAriftog.  p.  83».   i££. 


chin,  in  Ctef.  p.  43a.  Sigoo.  de  Rep. 
Athen.  lib.  4.  cap.  i.  Potter.  Acdueo- 
log.  lib.  I.  cap.  XI. 

'  JESchin.  in  Ctef.  p.  4a9.  Poll.  lib. 
S.  cap.  6.  §  44.  Harpocr.  ct  Hefych. 
in  AoMft. 

*  Poll.  Ub.  8.  cap.  9.  $  8^ 
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before  a  court  of  juftice,  thé  détermination  of  which  is  fi« 
Bal<. 

The  firft  and  mod  important  of  thcfe  magiftractes  is  that 
of  the  archonst  compofcd  of  nine  of  the  principal  citizens, 
invefted  not  onlj  tvith  the  fuper  in  tendance  of  the  police, 
hot  empowered  to  receive,  in  the  firft  infiance,  all  public  in- 
formations, and  the  complaints  of  oppreflied  citizens. 

Their  nomination  muft  be  preceded,  or  immediately  fol- 
lowed, hj  two  ezacninaxioos,  one  before  the  fenatè,  the  other 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  heliaft^  ".  Among  other  condi- 
tions *,  it  is  requidce  that  they  fhould  l^e  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  citizens  ;  that  they  always  ihould  have  paid 
a  proper  veneration  to  their  parents,  and  have  borne  arms  in 
the  (ervice  of  the  country.  They  next  fwear  to  maintain 
the  laws,  and  to  accept  no  prefents  y.  They  take  this  oath 
on  the  originals  of  the  laws  themfelves,  which  are  preferved 
with  a  mod  religious  veneration.  Another  motive  dill  more 
difpofes  them  inviolably  to  obferve  what  they  have  fwom. 
On  going  out  of  office,  they  have  hopes,  afcer  another  exa- 
mination, to  be  admitted  into  the  fenate  of  the  Areopagus  ^, 
the  highelt  objeâ  of  ambition  to  a  virtuous  mind. 

Their  petfons,  as  well  as  thofe  of  all  the  magiftrates,  are 
facied.  Whoever  (hould  infult  them  by  any  zSl  of  violencct 
or  improper  language,  when  they  have  the  crown  of  myrtle*, 
the  fymbol  of  their  authority,  on  their  heads,  would  be  ex- 
eluded  from  moft  of  the  privileges  of  a  citizen,  or  fentenced 
to  pay  a  fine  ;  but  they  mud  merit  likewife  by  their  conduâ 
the  refpeâ  annexed  to  their  office. 
The  three  fird  archons  bfve  each  a  particnkr  tribunal» 
.  where  they  fit,  accompanied  by  two  aÛèflbrs  chofen  by  them- 

■  tilt    I     III    I  II-     IW       ■■■■■II  .1     /       M    mil         -I  '      ■■ 

<  H«rpecr.  et  Suid.  in  K«Vyu^.  *  PSnt.  in  Moo.  1. 1,  p.  88.    H  ia 

>*  JBfchiD.  ID  Ctcf.  p.  431.  "pciuoft.  Pçricl.  p.  157.    Pall.  lib.  8.  ^w^  la. 

ÎB  Leptin.  p.  554.    Poll.  liK  ^.  cap.  9.  §  xi8. 
^  86.    Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  «37/  ^  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  {  H.   HeTxdi. 

>  Poll.  ibid,  i  %s  et  86.    /  în  Mi^'^r.    Mcurf.  ted.  Att.  lib.  ^ 

^  ld.ibid.Plm.  iD8oioo.t.^ip.9d.ib.  Cip.  6. 
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fdvcft^.  The  hft  fix,  called  tbefmothetaB,  form  only  one  and 
the  iane  jurifdiâion.  Thefe  different  tribunab  take  cogni^ 
z  ance  of  different  kinds  of  canfes  ^« 

The  archons  are  empowered  to  draw  by  lot  the  judges  of 
the  foperior  courts  ^.  Thfij  hare  fondions  and  prérogatives 
common  to  them  all  ;  and  others  that  are  peculiar  to  a  fingle 
archoo»  The  firft  archon,  for  example,  called  the  eponymus^ 
from  hta  uame  appearing  at  the  head  of  the  aâs  and  decrees 
pafled  during  his  year  of  ofilce,  has  more  efpecially  under  hit 
care  widows  and  minors  *  ;  the  fécond ,  or  king-archon,  is  to 
exclude  from  the  myfteries  and  religious  ceremonies  all  who 
have  been  guilty  of  homicide  ^  ;  and  the  third,  or  polemarch, 
exercifes  a  kind  of  jurifdiâion  over  foreigners  fettled  at  Â- 
thens  s«  All  three  prefide  feparately  at  feftivals  and  folemn 
games.  The  laft  fix  regulate  the  days  for  the  fitting  of  tho 
fuperior- courts  ^  ;  go  their  rounds  during  the  night  to  main- 
tain  order  and  tranquillity  in  the  city  ^  and  prefide  at  the  e* 
leéHoas  of  feveral  fubordinate  magiftrates  K 

After  the  eleâion  of  the  archons  fucceeds  that  of  the  ftra« 
tegi  or  generals  of  armies,  of  the  hipparchi  or  generals 
of  the  cavalry  ',  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  coUeâioa 
and  cuftody  of  the  public  revenue  '^y  of  the  perfoas  who  are 
to  take  care  that  die  city  is  fupplied  with  provifionst  of  thofe 
who  fuperintend  the  highways,  and  many  others,  who&  Ame* 
tiona  are  lefs  important. 

Sometimes  the  tribes,  aflemUed  in  virtue  of  a  decree  of 
the  people,  choofe  infpeâors  and  treafuters,  to  repair  fuck 
puUic  works  as  are  falling  into  decay  ^m 


b  ^fchin.  adv.  Tim.  p.  284.  Do- 
nofth.  in  Ncaer.  p.  Sy%  et  874.  Poll. 
Ub.  8.  cap.  9.  $  93. 

^  Dcmofth.  in  Laciit.  p.  9^;  in 
PantxD.  p.  99a. 

d  Poll.  ibid.  $  87. 

^  Demofth.  in  Macart.  p.  2040.  Id. 
in  Lacrit.  et  in  Pantacn.  ibid. 

f  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.$  9«. 

S  Demoûh.   in   Ze&ocli.   p*   932. 


PoUqz,  ibid. 

b  Poll.  Kb.  8.  cap.  9.  $  87. 

1  Uipiaa.  in  Ont.  Dcmofth.  adv. 
Mid.  p*  650. 

k  ikfchin.  in  Cteiipb.  p.  429. 

1  Id.  ibid. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  cap.  8.  U 
i.  p.  4»%*  Poll  ib.  lib.  8.  §  97.  PIm. 
in  Lye.  t.  ii  p. '841. 

P  .^Xchia.  in  Ctcfipb.  p.  43a. 
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The  magtftrates  of  a]  rood  all  thefe  departments  are  réfpec* 
tWely  ten  in  number  ;  and  as  it  is  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment uniformly  to  tend  towards  equality^  one  of  the  number 
is  chofen  from  each  tribe.* 

One  of  the  moil  ufeful  eftablifliments  of-  this  kind  is  a 
chamber  of  accounts ,  which  is  annually  re^chofen  in  the  ge- 
neral afTembly  of  the  people,  and  confifts  of  ten  officers  ^. 
In  this  chamber  the  archons,  the  members  of  the  fenate,  the 
commanders  of  the  galleys,  the  ambaiïadors  p,  the  Areopa- 
gites,  nay  even  the  minifters  of  the  altars,  in  a  word,  all 
perfons  who  have  executed  any  commiflion  under  the  govern- 
ment, muft  appear,  fome  on  going  out  of  office,  others  at 
ftated  periods  ;  the  former  to  account  for  the  fums  they  have 
received,  the  latter  to  jullify  their  condud,  and  others  again 
merely  to  prove  that  they  are  liable  to  no  cenfure. 

Such  as  refufe  to  appear  are  neither  allowed  to  make  a  will, 
to  leave  the  country  ^,  to  fill  any  office  of  magiilracy  a  fé- 
cond time  ',  nor  to  receive  from  the  public  the  civic  crown 
decreed  to  thofe  who  have'ferved  the  ftate  faithfully»  ;  they 
may  even  bè  impeached  before  the  fenate,  or  other  tribunals, 
which  may  infitâ  on  them  ftill  more  difgraceful  marks  of  in- 
famy ^  As  foon  as  they  are  out  of  offide,  they  are  liable  to 
a  profecution  at  the  fuit  of  any  private  citizen  ^.  If  they  are 
charged  with  peculation,  the  chamber  of  accounts  takes 
cognizance  of  the  accufation  ;  if  they  are  accufed  of  any  o- 
ther  crimes,  the  caufe  is  inftantly  removed  to  the  ordinary 
tribunals  '. 


^  J£fchio.  in  Ctefiptv  430.  Harpocr. 
ct  Etymo).  in  Ajyif. 

P  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  6.  $  45. 
^  iBfchin.  in  Cceûph.  p.  430. 
'  Pemollh.  in  Timocr.  p.  796- 


^  ^fchin.  ibid.  p.  429,  &c. 
t  Demofth.  in  Mi<L  p.  617. 
^  ^fchin.  ibid.  p.  431.    Ulpîu. 
Ont.  Demofth.  adr.  Mid.  p.  663. 
»Poll,Ub.8,ctp.  6.  §45- 
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CHAP-    XVI. 
Of  tht  Athenian  Courts  of  Jujlice. 

The  right  of  proteâing  innocence  is  not  acquired  at  Athens 
either  by  birth  or  riches.  It  is  the  privilege  of  every  citizen  y» 
As  all  niay  be  prefent  at  the  affembly  of  the  nation,  and  de- 
cide on  the  intereflis  of  the  (late,  all  are  likewife  entitled  to 
give  their  fuffr;iges  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  to  regulate 
the  interefts  of  individuals.  The  office  of  judge,  therefore, 
is  neither  an  employment  nor  a  funâion  of  magiftracy  ;  it  is 
a  temporary  commiflion,  refpeâable  for  its  objeâ,  but  de- 
graded by  the  motives  that  determine  the  greater  part  of  the 
Athenians  to  accept  it.  The  temptation  of  gain  renders  them 
afliduous  at  the  tribunals,  as  well  as  at  the  general  alTembly* 
Three  oboli  *  are  diftributed  to  each  at  every  fitting  *,  which 
trifling  recompence  forms  an  annual  expenditure  for  the  ftate 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  talents  f  ;  for  the  number  of 
judges  is  prodigious,  and  amounts  to  about  fix  thoufand** 

Au  Athenian  who  is  more  than  thirty  years  of  age,  who 
has  led  an  irreproachable  life,  and  who  owes  nothing  to  the 
public  treafure,  pofltfies  the  qualification  requifite  to  dif- 
charge  the  judicial  functions  ^.  The  court  in  which  he  is  to 
(it  is  annually  determined  by  lot  ^* 

In  this  manner  are  the  tribunals  filled  ;  and  of  thefe,  ten 
principal  ones  are  enumerated,  four  for  homicide,  and  fix  for 


y  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  88. 

*  About  nine  foU  (or  fonrpence 
halfpenny). 

2  Ariftoph.  in  Plut.  ▼.  329.  Id.  in 
Ran.  ▼.  140.  Id.  in  Equit.  v.  51  et  t^sS* 
Schol.  ibid.  Poll.  lib.  8   cap.  5.  J  ac. 

t  810,000  lirrc»  (^3,7501.)  The 
following  is  the  calculation  of  the 
i>choliaft  of  Ariilophanes  (in  Vcfp.  r. 
66t-)  Two  months  were  dedicated 
to  feftivals.  The  tribunals  then  were 
open  only  during  !•  months,  or  300 

Vol.  I. 


days.  It  coft  each  day  i8,o«o  oboli, 
that  is  to  fay,  3000  drachmas,  or  half 
a  talent,  and  conCcquently  15  talents 
monthly,  or  150  per  annum.  Samuel 
Petit  has  controverted  thia  calculation 
(page  325). 

*  Ariftoph.  in  Vefp.  y.  66o.  Pet. 
Leg.  Att.  p.  324. 

b  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  10.  $14}.  Pet. 
ibid.  p.  306. 

^  Dcmofth.  in  A^iftog.  p.  839.  Schol* 
Ariftoph.  in  Plut,  v,  277. 
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othef  caufeSi  as  well  criminal  as  cWû.  Among  the  formei^i 
one  takes  cognizance  of  involuntary  homicide  ;  a  fécond,  of 
homicide  committed  in  felf-dcfence  ;  a  third,  of  murder,  the 
perpetrator  of  which,  formerly  banilhed  his  country  for  this 
crime,  (hall  not  have  obtained  a  revocation  of  the  decree  pre^ 
vious  to  his  return  ;  a  fourth,  of  homicide  occafioned  by  the 
fall  of  a  ftone,  a  tree,  and  other  fuch  accidents  ^.  We  (hall 
fee,  in  the  fucceeding  chapter,  that  the  Areopagus  took  cog- 
nizance of  premeditated  murder. 

So  many  jurifdiftions  for  the  fame  crime  by  no  means 
prove  that  it  is  at  this  time  more  common  in  Athens  than  in 
other  countries,  but  only  that  they  were  inftituted  in  ages 
which  knew  no  other  right  than  force  ;  and  in  truth  they  are 
all  of  the  heroic  ages.  The  origin  of  the  other  tribunals  is 
unknown  ;  but  they  mud  have,  been  formed  gradually,  in  pro- 
portion as  focieties  becoming  more  perfeâly  civilized,  artifice 
has  taken  place  of  violence. 

Thefe  ten  fovereign  courts,  compofed  in  general  of  five 
hundred  judges  %  and  fome  of  a  ftill  greater  number,  pof- 
fefs  no  inherent  aAivity,  but  are  fet  in  motion  by  the  nine 
archons.  Each  of  thefe  magiftrates  carries  thither  the  caufes 
that  have  fallen  within  his  department,  and  prefides  in  this 
court  whilft  they  are  depending  ^ 

It  being  improper  for  thefe  afiemblled  to  meet  at  the  fame 
time  with  thofe  of  the  people,  fince  they  are  both  compofed 
nearly  of  the  fame  perfons  s,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  archons  to 
appoint  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  former  ;  it  is  their 
bufinefs  likewife  to  draw  by  lot  the  judges  who  are  to  fill 
thefe  different  tribunals. 

The  moft  celebrated  is  that  of  the  heliaflsB  \  before  which 
all  caufes  of  confequence  either  to  the  ftate  or  individuals  are 


d  Dcmoflh.in  Ariflocr.p.  736.  P0IÏ.  [  Mid,  p.  64T.  Harpocr.  in 'H^f/K  ^ssr. 

lib.  8.  cap.  ic.  §  122.                               i  ^  Deijfiofth.  in  Timocr.  p.  786. 

^   «  PolJ. Ul.  8.  cap.  10.  §  123.              I  h  Paufan.  lib.  I,   cap.   a8.  p.  69* 

f  Vlpian.  in   Orat.  Demoilh.  adv.  |  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  in  Hxj. 
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t)roughti  We  have  juft  faid,  that  it  coniifts  In  general  of 
five  hundred  judges  ;  and  that,  on  certain  occafions,  the  xna« 
giftrates  order  other  trihunals  to  unite  theopfelves  with  that 
of  the  heliafiad,  infomuch  that  the  number  fometimes  is  in« 
creafed  even  to  fix  thoufand  ^ 

Thefe  engage  by  a  folemn  oath  to  decide  according  to  the 
laws  ahd  the  'decrees  of  the  fenate  and  the  people,  to  receive 
no  prrfent,  to  liften  impartially  to  both  parties,  and  to  oppofe 
with  their  utmoft  power  all  perfons  who  (hall  make  the  leaft 
attempt  to  introduce  innovations  in  the  form  of  government^ 
Dreadful  imprecations  againft  themfelves  and  their  families, 
fhould  they  violate  it,  conclude  this  oath,  which  contains  fe« 
veral  lefs  eifential  particulars  ^« 

Were  I,  in  this  and  the  fucceeding  chapters,  to  attempt  to 
follo'v  the  Athenian  jurifprudence  through  all  its  mazes,  I 
Ihould  inevitably  bewilder  myfelf  in  an  obfcure  and  difficult 
labyrinth  ;  but  I  cannot  overlook  an  inflitution  which  ap« 
pears  to  me  highly  favourable  to  thofe  who,  though  they 
appeal  to  the  laws,  wifh  not  to  be  litigious*  Every  year, 
forty  inferior  judges  go  the  circuit  through  the  different  towns 
of  Attica  ^,  hold  their  affiles  there,  decide  on  certain  ads  of 
violence  °^,  and  terminate  all  proceiTes  for  fmall  f urns,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  drachmas  *,  referring  more  confiderable  caufes  to 
arbitration  **. 

Thefe  arbitrators  are  all  perfons  of  good  reputation,  and 
about  fixty  years  of  age.  At  the  end  of  every  year,  they  arc 
drawn  by  lot  out  of  each  tribe,  to  the  number  of  forty^^ 
four  *». 

Perfons  who  do  not  cboofe  to  ezpofe  themfelves  to  the  de* 
lays  of  ordinary  jullice,  to  depofit  a  fum  of  money  previous 


i  Poll.    lib.    8.    cap.    10.    ^    113. 

Dinarch.  adv.  Demoftb.  p.   187.  Lyf. 

in  Agorat.  p.  244.     Andoc.  de  Myft. 

part  ».  p.  3. 

k   Dctnoflh  in  Timocr.  p.  796, 
A  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  $  109. 


™  Demofth.  in  Pantao.  p.  991. 

*  9  livret  (or  7  ihiilin^ •  and  Hxm 
pcnce.l 

«  PolL  ibid. 

°  Suid.  ia  Kefych.  EMtr,  Ulpiaa, 
in  Dem.'Mtd.  p.  6(3. 
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to  the  judgment,  or  to  pay  the  fine  decreed  agftioft  the  pkto« 
tiff  failing  in  his  proofs,  maj  confide  their  interefts  to  one  or 
more  arbitrators  noqainated  by  therofelves,  or  whom  the  arehon 
draws  by  lot  in  their  prefence  p.  When  the  arbitrarors  arc  of 
their  own  choice,  they  take  an  oath  to  abide  by  their  decifioo, 
from  which  they  then  cannot  appeal  ;  but  if  they  are  chofea 
by  loty  they  are  not  deprived  of  that  refotirce  ^  ;  and  the  ar- 
bitrators, enclofing  the  depofitions  of  the  witnefles,  and  aQ 
the  documents  of  the  procefs,  in  a  box,  which  they  carefully 
feal  up,  tranfmit  them  to  the  archoo,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  lay 
the  caufe  before  one  of  the  higher  tribunals  '• 

If  the  arehon  has  referred  the  matter  in  difpute  to  arbitra- 
tors drawn  by  lot,  at  the  requeft  only  of  one  party,  the  ad- 
verfe  party  has  the  right  cither  to  demur  againil  the  compe- 
tence  of  the  tribunal,  or  to  allege  other  exceptions  *• 

Arbitrators  called  upon  to  decide  in  affairs  where  one  of 
the  parties  are  their  friends  or  relations,  might  be  tempted  to 
pronounce  an  iniquitous  judgment  :  in  fuch  cafes,  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  the  caufe  may  be  remored  into  one  of  the  fove* 
reign  courts  ^  They  might  alfo  permit  themfelves  to  be 
corrupted  by  prefents,  or  be  infiuenced  by  private  prejudices  ; 
in  which  cafe  the  injured  party  has  a  riglu,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  year,  to  profecutc  them  in  a  court  of  juflice,  and 
compel  them  to  defend,  and  (how  the  xeafons  of  their  award  **• 
The  fear  of  fuch  a  fcrutiny  might  likewife  induce  them 
to  elude  the  exercife  of  thefe  fundions  :  but  the  law  has  pro- 
vided againft  that,  by  fixing  a  (ligma  on  every  arbitrator, 
who,  when  drawn  by  lot,  refufes  to  perform  his  duty  *. 

When  I  heard,  for  the  firft  time,  of  an  oath,  I  confidered 
it  as  neceffary  only  among  rude  nations,  to  whom  falfehood 
might  appear  perhaps  lefs  criminal  than  perjury.     Yet  have  I 


^  Heraldr  Animadverf.  lib.  5.  cap, 
14.  p.  570.     Pet  Leg.  Attic.  V.  344. 

1  Dcmorth.in  Aphob.  p.  918.  Poll. 
Ub.  8.  cap.  ic.  (  la?- 

'  Herald»  Aciaiadv.  p.  37^* 


*  Ulpian.  ia  Orat.  DemoÛh.  adr. 
Mid.  p.  661. 

^  Demofth.  adv.  Phortn.  p.  943. 
"  Id.  in  Mid.  p.  6x7.  Ulpian.  p.  66> 
^  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  10.  {  126. 
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iren  the  Athenians  exaâ  it  from  magiftrates,  fenators,  judges^ 
orators,  witnelTes  ;  from  the  accufer  who  has  fo  evident  an 
intereft  to  violate  it,  and  from  the  accufed,  who  is  driven  to 
the  dilemma  of  offending  againfl  his  religion,  or  fixing  guilt 
on  himfelf.  But  I  have  obferved  likewife,  that  this  awful 
<:eremoa7  was  now  no  more  than  a  form,  which  is  an  infult 
OD  the  gods,  uCelefs  to  focietj,  and  ofFenflve  to  thofe  who  are 
under  the  neceflity  of  fubmitting  to  it.  The  philofopher 
Xenocrates,  being  called  upon  one  day  to  give  bis  teftimenj^ 
made  his  depofition,  and  advanced  towards  the  altar  to  con- 
firm it.  The  judges  blufhed  ;  and  unanimoufly  oppofirig  the 
adminiftration  of  the  oath,  rendered  the  highefl  honour  to 
the  integrity  of  fo  refpeétable  a  witnefs  ^«  What  idea  then 
niuft  they  have  entertained  of  the  others  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  the  iâands  and  cities  in  fiibjeâion  t<» 
the  republic,  are  obliged  to  have  their  legal  difputes  deci,d« 
«d  in  the  laft  refort  *  before  the  tribunals  of  Athens.  The 
ftace  derives  a  benefit  from  the  duties  they  pay  on  entering 
the  port,  and  the  fums  they  expend  during  their  refidence  in 
the  city«  Another  motive  induces  the  Athenians  to  deprive 
them  of  the  advantage  of  terminating  their  di&'erences  at 
home.  If  they  had  fovereign  jurifdiâions,  they  would  only 
have  to  look  up  to  their  governors  for  proteâion,  and  on 
numberlefs  occafions  might  opprèfs  the  friends  of  the  demo« 
cracy  ;  whereas,  by  being  obliged  to  repair  to  Athens,  they 
are  forced  to  humble  themfelves  before  that  people  who  are 
their  judges  in  the  tribunals,  and  who  are  but  too  well  diC* 
pofed  to  deal  out  the  juflice  they  folicit  according  to  the  mea« 
fore  of  afieâion  they  are  fuppofed  to  entertain  for  their  au- 
thority. 


T^  Cicer.  ad  Attic,  lib.  I.  epift.  x6. 
t.  vlii.  p  69.  Id.  pro.  Balb.  cap.  5.  t. 
fri.  p.  127.    VaL  Max.  lib.  a.  extern. 


cap.  10.  Laert.  in  Xenocr.  §  7. 

^  Xenoph.  de  ftep.  Athen.  p.  694, 
Aridoph.  in  Avib.  v.  14»»  et  1455. 
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CHAP.     XVIL 

0/  the  Areopagus. 

X.  HE  fenate  of  the  Areopagus,  though  the  mod  ancient,  is 
yet  the  moil  upright  of  the  Athenian  tribuiials.  It  aiTembles 
fometimes  in  the  rojal  portico  ^  ;  but  its  ordinary  place  of 
meeting  is  on  an  eminence  at  a  fmall  diilance  from  the  cita- 
del ^,  and  in  a  kind  of  hall,  defended  from  the  weather  only 
by  a  ruftic  roof  *. 

The  number  of  fenators  is  unlimited,  and  their  places  held 
for  life  ^,  The  archons  are  admitted  into  this  court  after 
their  year  of  office  is  expired  *  ;  but  not  till  they  have  prov- 
ed, in  a  folemn  examination,  that  they  have  difcharged  their 
duty  with  equal  z,eal  and  fidelity  ^.  If,  in  this  examination, 
any  fhould  be  found  either  artful  or  powerful  enough  to  elude 
the  feverity  of  their  cenfors,  it  is  impollible  for  them,  once 
become  Areopagites,  to  refift  the  authority  of  example  ;  and 
they  are  forced  to  appear  virtuous  ^,  as  in  certain  military 
corps  men  are  under  the  neceility  of  difplaying  courage. 

The  reput*ation  this  tribunal  has  enjoyed  for  fo  many  cen- 
turies is  founded  on  titles  that  will  tranfmic  its  fame  to  fuc- 
ceeding  ages  ^  Innocence,'  fummpned  to  appear  before  it, 
approaches  without  ^pprehenfion  ;  and  the  guilty,  conviâed 
and  condemned,  retire  without  daring  to  murmur  ** 

The  Areopagus  keeps  a  ftriâ  eye  over  the  conduft  of  its 
members,  and  judges  them  without  partiality,  Dometimes 
even  for  trivial  faults*  A  fenator  was  punifhed  for  having 
ilifled  a  little  bird,  which,  from  fear,  had  taken  refuge  in  his 


^  Demodh.  in  Ariftog.  p.  {31. 

b'  H^rodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  $%. 

^  Poll.  Jib.  8.  cap  lO.  }  1 18.  V;tniv. 
lib.  a.  cap.  I. 

d  Arguxn.  Orat.  Dcmofth.  adv 
Androt.  p  697. 

c  Plut,  in  Solon,  p.  88.  Ulpian.  id 
Orat.  Ucxnollb.  adv.  Lept.  p.  ^S6. 


f  Plut,  in  PcrxcL  p.  157.   Poll  ifcii 

8  Ifocr.  Areopag.  t.  i-  p.  3^9  et  3^0. 

^  Ciccr.  £pift.  ad  Attic,  lib.  I. 
epift   14.         ' 

i  Dcmofth.  in  Ariftocr.  p.  735. 
Lycnrg.  in  Leocrat.  part  A.  p,  149. 
AriiUd.in  Pasatb.  t.  i.  p.  i8j. 
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V>^otn  ^^  He  was  thus  taught,  that  he  wlio  has  a  heart  (hut 
againft  pitj»  ihoald  not  be  allowed  to  have  the  lives  of  the 
citizens  at  his  mercy.  The  decLÛons  of  this  court,  therefore, 
are  couûdered  as  (landards,  not  •  only  of  wifdom,  but  of  hu- 
xnaoity.  I  faw  a  woman  brought  before  it,  accuied  of  pro* 
curing  the  death  of  fome  perfon  by  poifon.  She  had  endea- 
▼oured  to  gain  the  affeâions  of  a  man  whom  ihe  paflioaately 
loved>  by  a  philter  of  which  he  died.  She^  was  difmiiTed 
withont  puniihmeati  the  court  deeming  her  more  unfortunate 
than  culpable  '  *. 

Certain  public  bodies,  as  a  recompence  for  their  fervices, 
obtain  a  crown  and  other  marks  of  honour  from  the  people. 
That  I  am  fpeakisg  of  aiks  none,  nor  mud  folicit  any  °^,  no« 
thing  difiinguifliing  it  fo  much  as  that  it  has  no  need  of  dif- 
tinâionst  la  the  infancy  of  comedy,  all  the  Athenians  were 
permitted  to  employ  their  genius  in  this  new  fpecies  of  lite* 
mature  :  the  members  of  the  Areopagus  were  alone  excepted  "*} 
and,  indeed,  with  what  propriety  could  men  fo  grave  in  their 
deportment,  fo  rigid  in  their  manners,  pay  attention  to,  or 
ridicule  the  follies  of  fociety  ? 

The  origin  of  this  court  is  traced  back  to  the  time  of 
Cecrops  °  but  it  is  indebted  for  one  more  noble  to  Solon 
who  invelled  it  with  the  fuperintendance  of  morals  ^.  It  then 
took  cognizance  of  almoft  all  crimes,  all  vices,  and  abufes. 
Murder,  poifoning,  robbery,  conflagrations,  libertinifm,  and 
innovations,  either  in  the  fyftem  of  religion  or  the  form  o£ 
government,  by  turns  excited  its  vigilance.  It  was  empower- 
ed,  by  entering  and  examining  private  houfes,  to  condemn 
every  ufelefs  citizen  as  dangerous,  and  every  expence  not 
proportioned  to  the  means  of  the  citizen  as  criminal  ^.  As  it 
exhibited  the  greateft  firmnefs  in  punifliing  crimes,  and  the 


k  Hellad.  ap.  Phot.  p.  I591. 
I  Ariftpt.  in  Ma^n.  Moral,  lib»  x. 
^p  17.  t.  iLp.  157. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
»  jSEXchlB.  ta  Ctcûph.  p.  439. 


°  Plut.dc  Glor.  Athen.  t.  it.  p.  34S' 
*  Marnior.  Oxon.  epoch,  y 
P  Piut.  in  Solon«  p.  90. 
^  Meur£  Areop.  cap.  ^, 
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niceft  cîrcumfpeâion  io  reforming  manners  ;  as  it  never  em* 
ployed  chaftifement  till  advice  and  menaces  were  flighted  "*  ;  it 
acquired  the  efteem  and  love  of  the  people,  even  wbik  it  ex« 
ercifed  the  mod  abfolute  power. 

The  education  of  youth  became  the  firft  objeâ  of  its  cares  *• 
It  pointed  out  to  the  children  of  citizens  the  path  thej  fliould 
purfue,  and  afllgned  them  guides  to  conduct  them  in  it.  The 
Areopagus  has  been  often  known  to  fiimulate  by  its  booties 
the  emulation  of  the  troops,  and  to  decree  rewards  to  indivi- 
duals who  difcharged  in  obfcurity  the  duties  of  their  ftation  ^* 
It  exerted  fo  much  zeal  and  conftancy  in  maintaining  the 
laws  during  the  Perfian  war,  as  greatly  to  add  to  the  energy 
of  government  ". 

This  inftitution,  too  fublime  to  have  any  long  duration, 
fubfided  but  about  a  century.  Pericles  undertook  to  enfeeble 
an  authority  incompatible  with  his  own  ^.  He  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  fucceed  ;  and  from  that  moment  there  was  an  end  to 
cenfors  in  the  (late,  or  rather  all  the  citizens  aflumed  that 
o£Sce.  Accufations  and  informations  multiplied,  and  morals 
received  a  fatal  blow. 

Its  prefent  jurifdiâion,  properly  fpeaking,  is  confined  to 
murder,  maimings,  poifonings,  firing  of  buildings  7,  and 
fome  other  lefs  confiderable  offences  >. 

When  the  cafe  is  murder,  the  fécond  archon  receives  the 
informations,  lays  them  before  the  Areopagus,  takes  his  place 
among  the  judges  ^,  aod  pronounces  with  them  the  puniihment 
prefcribed  by  laws  engraven  on  a  column  ^. 

When  it  is  a  crime  that  concerns  religion  or  the  ftate,  the 
power  of  this  court  is  limited  to  preparing  the  matter  for  a 


'  Ifocr.  Areopag.  t,  i.  p.  3J4, 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  33a. 

«  Mcutf.  Arcop.  cap.  9. 

"  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  4.  t. 
ii.  p-  39T. 

^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  cap.  IS.  Diodor. 
Sic.  lib,  II.  p.  59,  Plut,  in  PcricL 
p.  1^7. 


y  Lyf.  in  Simon,  p.  69.  Demofih.  idr. 

Bgeot.  2.  p.  I0I2.  Id.  in  Lcpt.  p.  564. 
Liban,  in  Orat.  adv.  Androt.  p.  6q6« 
Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  10.  {  117, 

'■  Lyf.  Orat  Arcop.  p.  X31. 

*  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap,  9.  5  90W 

b  Lyf,  in  Eratoft.  p,  17. 
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trial.  Sometimes  it  takes  the  informations  of  its  own  mo- 
tion ;  fometimes  this  office  is  afligned  to  it  by  the  aflembl j  of 
the  people  ^.  The  proceedings  ended,  it  makes  its  report  to 
the  people  without  coming  to  anj  conclufion.  The  accufed 
t^en  has  it  in  his  power  to  offer  new  pleas  in  his  defence  ; 
and  the  people  name  orators  to  conduâ  the  profecution  be- 
fore one  of  the  fuperior  courts. 

Trials  in  the  Areopagus  are  preceded  bj  tremendous  cere- 
monies. The  two  parties,  placed  amid  the  bleeding  members 
of  the  viâims,  take  an  oath,  which  they  confirm  by  dreadful 
imprecations  againll  themfelves  and  families  '•  They  call  to 
witnefs  the  inexorable  £u  men  ides,  who,  from  a  neighbouring 
temple,  dedicated  to^their  worfliip  ^,  feem  to  liften  to  their 
invocation,  and  prepare  to  punifh  the  perjured. 

After  thefe  preliminaries,  they  proceed  to  the  trial  ;  in 
which  truth  alone  is  entitled  to  prefent  herfelf  to  the  judges, 
who  dread  eloquence  not  lefs  than  falfehood.  The  advocates 
muft  fcrupuloufly  bani(h  from  their  harangues  all  exordia,  pe- 
rorations, digreflions,  and  every  ornament  of  il}  le,  nay,  even 
the  language  of  fcniiment  ;  that  language  which  fo  violently 
inflames  the  imagination,  and  has  fo  great  a  power  over  com- 
miferating  minJs  ^.  Paffion  would  paint  itfelf  in  vain  in  the 
eyes  and  geftures  of  the  orator,  iince  the  Areopagus  general* 
ly  holds  its  aflcmblies  in  the  night. 

The  queftion  having  been  fufficiently  difcufled,  the  judges 
depcfit  in  filence  their  fuiFragcs  in  two  urns,  one  of  which  is 
called  the  urn  of  death,  the  other  the  urn  of  mercy  ^*  When 
the  numbers  are  equal,  an  inferior  officer  adds,  in  favour  of 
the  accufed,  the  fuffrage  of  Minerva  ^  ^  fo  called,  becaufe, 
according  to  an  ancient  tradition,  this  goddefs,  being  prefent 


^  Dioarch.  adv.  Demoflb.  p.  179, 
x8o,  &c. 

d  Demoftb.  in  Ariftocr.  p.  736. 
Pinarch.  adv.  Dem.  p.  178. 

'  Meurf,  in  Areop.  cap.  ft. 

f  Lj£.  adv.  Simon,  p.  88.    Ljcnrg. 


in  Leocr.  part  2.  p.  149.  Ariftot. 
Rhecor.  lib.  i.  t.  ii.  p.  512.  Lucian.  in 
Anacb.  t.  ii.  p.  899.  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap. 
xc.  §  117. 

S  Mfurf.  Areop.  cap.  8. 

b  Ariftid.  OraU  in  Min.  t.  i.  p.  A4. 
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in  the  court  of  Areopagus  at  the  trial  of  Orellesi  garc  tier 
cafiing  vote  to  turn  the  fcale  of  juftice. 

On  important  occafions,  when  the  people,  inflamed  by  their 
orators,  are  on  the  point  of  adopting  fome  meafure  injurious 
to  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  the  Areopagites  have  fometimes 
prefented  themfelvcs  to  the  aflemblj.  and  bj  arguments  or 
entreaties  prevailed  on  them  to  liften  to  reafon  *•  The  people, 
vho  have  nothing  to  fear  from  their  authority,  but  who  re- 
fpeâ  their  wifdom,  fometimes  permit  them  to  revife  their  de- 
clûoos.  The  faâs  I  am  about  to  mention  happened  in  my 
time. 

A  citizen  who  had  been  banilbed  from  Athens»  had  the  te« 
mcrity  to  return*  He  was  accufcd  befote  the  people,  who 
thought  proper  to  acquit  him,  at  the  infiigation  of  a  favourite 
orator.  The  Areopagus  taking  cognizance  of  the  affair,  or- 
dered the  crioiinal  to  be  feiz^,  recommenced  the  profecu- 
tion,  and  prevailed  on  the  people  to  condemn  him  ^. 

Deputies  were  to  be  fent  to  the  council  of  the  Ampbiây- 
ons,  and  amongft  thofe  whom  the  people  had  made  choice  of 
was  the  orator  ^fchines,  whofe  conduâ  was  not  entirely  ex- 
empt from  fufpicion.  The  Areopagus,  on  whofe  ftem  virtue 
talents  without  probity  make  no  imprcfGon,  inftituted  an  in* 
quiry  into  the  conduâ  of  ^fchines,  and  pronounced  that  the 
orator  Hyperides  appeared  to  them  more  worthy  of  fo  ho-' 
nourable  a  commi0ion«  The  people  immediately  appobted 
Hyperides  ^ 

It  is  a  pleafing  refleôion  that  the  Areopagus,  ftripped  as  it 
is  of  almoft  all  its  funâions,  has  neither  forfeited  its  reputa- 
tion, nor  departed  from  its  integrity,  but  even  in  its  decline 
continues  to  command  the  public  refpeâ.  I  ihall  mention 
another  example  that  pafled  under  my  eyes. 

The  Areopagus  had  repaired  to  the  general  aflembly,  to 
give  its  opinion  refpeâing  the  projeâ  of  a  citizen  named  Ti- 

'  I        J.  u.  4 

J  Plut,  in  Phoc.  p.  748.  I      1  W.  ibid. 

It  J^cmoftb.  de  Coron,  p.  495.  | 
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BBarchus,  ^vho  was  foon  after  profcribed  for  the  depravity  of  his 
manners.  Autoljrcus  addreHcd  them  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
court.  This  fenator,  educated  in  the  fimplicitj  of  ancient 
tioiesy  and  a  flranger  to  the  ihameful  abufe  to  which  the  molt 
ordinary  terms  of  converfation  are  now  pervertedi  fuffered  a 
word  to  drop  from  him,  which,  mifconftrued  from  its  real 
ienfe,  admitted  of  an  alluûon  to  the  licentious  life  of  Ti« 
marchus*  The  whole  aiTembly  applauded  him  in  a  tranfport, 
and  Autolycusy  ailonifiied,  aflumed  a  feverer  countenance* 
After  a  moment's  paufe,  he  attempted  to  proceed  ;  bat  the 
people  putting  an  arch  conftruâion  on  the  molt  innocent  ex- 
preffions,  never  ceafed  to  interrupt  him  by  a  confufed  noifc 
and  in^moderate  biirfts  of  laughter.  A  diftinguilhed  citizen 
now  rifingy  exclaimed,  Are  you  not  aOiamed»  Athenians,  to 
be  guilty  of  fuch  indecency  in  prefence  of  the  Areopagites  i 
The  people  anfwered,  that  they  felt  all  the  veneration  due  to 
the  majefty  pf  that  tribunal  ;  but  that  there  were  circum-r 
ilances  in  which  it  was  impoOlble  to  jreftrain  themfelves  with- 
in the  bounds  of  decorum  ^»  What  virtues  mult  not  this 
body  have  pofleflcd  to  have  eftabliihed  and  maintained  fo  higU 
an  opinion  of  the  rcfped  due  to  it  in  the  minds  of  the  peor 
pie  y  and  what  good  might  it  not  have  produced,  had  they 
JsLnown  how  to  value  it  as  it  deferved  ? 


CHAP.     XVIIL 
0/  Accufations  and  Legal  Procedures  among  the  Athenians. 

The  caufes  brought  before  the  courts  of  juftice  concern 
either  offences  againft  the  government,  or  againll  individuals* 
In  the  former  cafe,  every  citizen  may  indifcriminately  flep 
forward  as  a  profecutor;  in  the  latter,  the  injured  perfon  a- 
lone  poffeffes  that  right.     The  punifhment  for  crimes  againft 

»  JEfchlD.  lo  Timarçh.  p-  a;). 
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the  fiate  is  often  capital  ;  but  for  offences  againft  individuals, 
it  is  confined  to  damages  and  pecuniary  fatisfaâion* 

In  a  democracy,  more  than  in  any  other  govemment,  the 
injury  done  to  the  (late  becomes  perfonal  to  every  citizen,  and 
violence  towards  an  individual  is  a  crime  againft  the  ftate  '• 
At  Athens  it  is  not  thought  fufficient  that  public  profecutions 
may  be  commenced  againft  thofe  who  betray  their  country, 
or  are  guilty  of  impiety,  facrilege,  or  firing  the  city  "  :  fuch 
«  profecution  lies  alfo  againft  the  general  who  has  not  per- 
formed every  thing  which  he  ought  to  have  done  or  might 
have  done  ;  againft  the  foldier  who  abfents  himfelf  from  the 
enrolment,  or  deferts  from  the  army  ;  againft  the  ambaflador, 
the  magiftrate,  the  judge,  or  the  orator,  who  have  been  guilty 
'of  mifconduâ  ;  againft  the  individual  who  has  afltimed  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen,  without  the  neceflary  qualifications, 
or  who  has  taken  on  himfelf  any  office  from  which  he  is  ex- 
cluded ;  againft  the  man  who  corrupts  his  judges,  debauches 
youth,  remains  in  celibacy,  or  attacks  the  life  or  honour  of  a 
citizen;  in  fine,  againft  all  who  are  guihy  of  offences  which 
evidently  tend  to  difturb  the  government,  or  endanger  the 
fafety  of  the  citizens. 

Litigations  on  the  fubjeâ  of  a  difputed  inheritance,  a  breach 
of  triift,  an  uncertain  debr,  damage  received  in  property,  and 
a  variety  of  other  cafes  which  do  not  immediately  concern  the 
flate,  afford  matter  of  trial  between  the  parties  *. 

The  proceedings  vary  in  feme  points,  as  well  from  the 
difference  of  the  courts  in  which  they  are  inftituted  as  from 
that  of  the  offences.  I  ftiall  confine  myfelf  to  the  effential 
formalities. 

Public  aâions  are  fometimes  commenced  before  the  fenate, 

or  before  the  people  y,  who,  after  a  firft  decifion,  refer  them 

■ I       ■  1. 1 1-  ■■ ■  ■  ,     ■  ■   I      ■ 

<  Demofth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  6ie.  |       ^  Bcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  6c3  ;  in  £• 

"  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  6.  $  40;  &c.  |  ver^r.  p,!i»58.  Poll.  lib.  S.  cap.  6.  {  51* 

^  Sigon.   de  Rep.    Aihen.  lib.   3.  |  Harpocr.  in  £<V«y. 

Herald.  AnimadY.  io  Jas  Attic,  lib*  3.  | 
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to  one  of  the  fitperior  courts  '  ;  but,  in  general,  the  accufer 
addrefTes  hixnfelf  to  one  of  the  chief  magiftrates  ^,  who  puts 
feveral  interrogatories  to  him,  and  alks  him  whether  he  has 
reflçâled  well  on  the  ftep  he  is  about  to  take,  if  he  is  pre« 
^red,  if  it  would  not  be  to  his  advantage  to  have  further 
proofs,  if  he  has  witnefiTes,  if  he  wifhes  to  be  provided  with 
any*  He  apprifes  him  at  the  fame  time  that  he  mud  take  an 
oath  to  go  on  with  the  profecution^  and  that  a  kind  of  infamj 
is  annexed  to  the  violation  of  that  oath.  He  then  appoints 
the  trial,  and  makl^s  the  accufer  appear  a  fécond  time  in  his 
prefence,  when  he  repeats  the  fame  queilions  ;  and  if  he  ftill 
perfifts,  his  declaration  remains  fixed  up  in  fome  public  place, 
till  the  judges  are  ready  to  hear  the  caufe  ^« 

The  accufed  then  puts  in  his  plea,  grounded  either  on  a 
former  decifion,  long  prefcription,  or  the  incompetence  of  the 
court  ^.  He  maj  put  off  the  trial,  bring  an  aâion  againft 
his  adverfarj,  and  defer  for  fome  time  the  judgment  which  he 
fears. 

After  thefe  preliminaries,  which  are  not  praticable  in  all 
cafes,  the  parties  f wear  to  fpeak  the  truth,  and  perfonally  be- 
gin to  difcufs  the  caufe.  They  are  allowed  a  limited  time  to 
explain  themfelves,  meafured  by  drops  of  water  falling  from 
a  veffel  **.  In  general  they  do  but  repeat  what  more  elo- 
quent; tongues  have  diâated  to  them  in  private.  After  they 
have  done  fpeaking,  they  may  folicit  the  aSIfiance  of  orators 
who  polTefs  their  confidence,  or  intered  themfelves  in  their 
fate  «. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  the  witnefTes  give  their  tefti- 
xnony  aloud.     For  in  criminal,  as  well  as  in  civil  cafes,  it  is 


*  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  633.  Herald. 
Aniniady.  p.  23;). 

*  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  314. 

b  n^mo^h.  in  Theocrfti.  p.  850.  Id. 
in  Mid.  p.  619  ec  6zo.  UIp  in  Orat. 
adv.  Mid.  p.  641,  66%  et  668.  Pet. 
Leg.  Att.  318. 

^  Demolth.  adv.  Pantaen.  p.  A91. 
Ulpiaa.  in  Orat«  D:mofiJi.  adv.  Mid. 


p.  66a.  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap,  6.  J  571 
Sigou.  de  Rep.  Athen.  lib.  3.  cap.  4. 

d  Plat,  in  Thext.  t.  i.  p.  17». 
Ariftoph.  Acharo.  v.  69  ^  Schol.  ibid. 
Demoftb.  et  ^fchin.  paiTun.  Luciao. 
Fifcat.  cap.  a8.  t.  i.  p.  597. 

^  Demoftb.  in  Nezr.  p.  863.  M(cK 
de  Fair.  Leg.  p.  444.  Id.  in  Cteûpb. 
p.4^X. 
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tt  rnle  that  all  proceedings  ihould  be  public*  The  accufe^ 
may  require  the  flaves  of  the  advéfFe  party  to  be  put  to  the 
torture  ^.  It  is,  fcarcely  poflible  to  conceive  that  a  bailjarity 
fo  dreadful  could  have  been  eXercifed  on  men  whofe  fidelity 
ought  not  to  be  tempted,  if  they  are  attached  to  their  -mafters  ; 
and  whofe  teftimony  cannot  but  be  fufpicious  if  they  are  dif« 
contented  with  them*  Sometimes  one  of  the  parties,  of  his 
own  free  will,  prefents  his  flaves  to  this  inhuman  proof» 
perfuaded  that  he  has  the  right,  as  he  unfortunately  has  the 
power,  to  commit  this  cruel  aét.  Sometimes  he  refufes  the 
requifition  made  him  for  this  parpofe  ^,  either  from  the  dread 
of  a  depofition  extorted  by  the  violence  of  the  tortures,  or 
that  his  heart  liflens  to  the  remonftrances  of  humanity  ;  but 
his  refufal  in  this  cafe  gives  room  for  the  ftrongeft  fufpicions, 
whilft  nothing  infpires  a  more  favourable  prejudice  in  behalf 
of  the  parties  or  witnefles,  than  when  they  offer,  as  a  corro- 
boration of  what  they  aiErm,  to  take  an  oath  upon  the  head 
ef  their  children,  or  of  their  parents  K 

.  We  (hall  only  curforily  obferve,  that  the  torture  cannot  be 
infliâed  on  a  citizen  but  in  extraordinary  cafes. 

Previous  to  pronouncing  the  judgment,  the  magiftrate  who 
preiides  at  the  tribunal,  diflributes  to  each  of  the  judges  a 
white  ball  to  acquit,  and  a  black  one  to  condemn,  the  party 
accufed  ^.  An  officer  apprifes  them  that  the  queftion  is  fimply 
confined  to  the  decifion  of  guilty,  or  not  guilty,  and  they 
proceed  to  depofit  their  fuffrages  in  a  box»  If  there  be  a  ma- 
jority of  black  balls,  the  prefident  of  the  court  traces  out  a 
long  line  on  a  tablet  covered  with  wax,  expofed  to  every  eye  ; 
if  the  white  are  moil  numerous,  a  fliorter  line  ^  j  and  if  the 
voices  be  equal,  the  accufed  is  acquitted*". 


f  Dcraofth  in  Ncaer  p.  S8o;  in  Onet. 
I.  p.  914  ;  io  Pantxn.  p  993. 

S  Id.  in  Aphob.  3.  p.  913  ;  in  Nicoftr. 
p.  IIC7. 

h  Dcmofth.  in  Stcph.  t.  p*  977 
Ifocr   in  Irapczit.  t.  ii  p.  477- 

i  Demoftb.  in  Aphop.  3.  p.  9x3. 


^  Poll.  lib.  a.  cap.  10.  $  123.  Menrf- 
Arcop.  cap.  8. 

I  Ariûuph.  in  Vefp.  t.  «06.  SchoL 
ibid. 

^  JEÇch.  in  Cceliph.  p.  469.  Ariftor. 
Problem  fed.  09.  t.  ii.  p.  81  a.  M.  dc 
Rhetor.  c»p.  19.  t.  ii.  p.  6a8, 
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In  cafes  where  the  punifhtnent  is  fpecified  by  law>  this  firft 
jadgment  is  fufficient  ;  but  when  that  is  only  exprciTed  in  the 
declaration  of  the  profecutor,  the  offender  has  a  right  to  de-« 
mand  a  mitigation  ;  and  this  fécond  queilion  is  decided  by  a 
new  trial,  to  which  they  inftantly  proceed  °« 

He  who,  having  commenced  a  profecution,  either  drops  it^ 
or  fails  in  obtaining  the  fifth  part  of  the  fuffrages  ^9  is  gene« 
rally  featenced  to  a  penalty  of  one  thoufand  drachmas  *•  Hut 
as  nothing  is  fo  eafy  nor  fo  dangerous  as  invidious  accufationa 
on  the  fubjeâ  of  religion,  the  punilhment  of  death  is  dc^ 
creed,  in  certain  cafes,  againft  the  man  who  ihali  accufe  an« 
other  of  impiety,  without  being  able  to  convia  him  p. 

Private  caufes  are,  in  many  poi;its,  conduced  in  the  fame 
mode  with  public  profecutions,  and  are,  for  the  mod  part, 
brought,  in  the  fird  inftance,  before  the  tribunals  of  the  archons, 
who  fometimes  pronounce  a  fentence  fubjeâ  to  an  appeal  ^, 
and  fometimes  content  themfelves  with  taking  the  neceiTarj 
informations,  which  they  lay  before  the  fuperior  courts'. 

There  are  caufes  which  may  be  profecuted  civilly  by  a  pri- 
vate accufation,  and  criminally  by  a  public  aâion»  Such  13 
the  nature  of  an  infult  committed  on  the  perfon  of  a  citizen*. 
The  laws,  whofe  intention  it  is  to  provide  for  his  fafety,  au- 
thorife  all  his  fellow  citizens  publicly  to  profecute  the  ag- 
greiTor  ;  but  the  choice  of  his  vengeance  is  left  to  the  offend-* 
ed,  who  may  fue  for  a  fum  of  money  if  he  brings  a  civil  ac« 
tion,  and  even  punifti  the  off*ender  with  ^eath,  if  he  lays  a 
criminal  indiâment.  The  orators  frequently  abufe  thcfe  laws, 
by  changing,  by  inûdious  artifices^  tbofe  fuits/  into  criminal, 
which  in  their  origin  were  merely  civil. 


°  Ulpîan.  in  Demofth.  adv.  Ti- 
snarch.  p.  812.  Pet.  Leg.  Attic,  p.  335. 

^  Plat.  ApoL  Socfat.  t.  i.  p.  36. 
Demofth  dc  Cdr.  p.  517  ;  in  Mid.  p. 
6 10  ;  in  Andror.  p.  70a  ;  in  Ariftocr. 
p.  738;  in  Timocr.  p.  774;  in  Theo- 
crir.  p.  850. 

^  900  livre»  (or  37I.  los).  This 
âna  was  very  conliderable  when  the 


law  was  fird  made. 

P  Bel),  lib.  8.  cap.  6.  5  41. 

^  Demofth.  in  Onct.i.  p.  19^  M. 
in  Olymp.  p.  1068.  Plut,  in  Solon,  p,  88- 

^  Ulpian.   ia   Orat.    Demoft.    adv. 
Mid.  p.  641. 

»  Herald.  Animadv.  In  Jus  AtC.  HJ^ 
%.  cap.  II.  p.  128, 
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Nor  Is  this  the  only  danger  the  parties  have  to  apprehend* 
I  have  feen  judges,  inattentive  daring  the  readiog  of  the  do- 
cuments, lofe  fight  of  the  queftion,  and  give  their  fuffrages 
at  a  venture  ^  ;  I  have  feen  men,  powerful  from  their  wealth, 
publiclj  infult  the  poorer  people,  who  durft  not  demand  re- 
paration for  the  offence  "  ;  I  have  feen  them  eternize,  in  feme 
fort,  a  law-fuit,  by  obtaining  fucceiSve  delays,  and  prevent 
the  tribunals  from  determining  on  their  crimes,  till  the  pub- 
lic indignation  had  fubfided  ^  ;  I  have  feen  them  appear  in 
court,  efcorted  by  a  numerous  retinue  of  corrupt  wittiefles, 
and  even  of  honed  men,  who,  from  weaknefs,  fubmitted  to 
increafe  the  train  of  their  attendants,  and  lend  them  the  faoc^ 
tion  of  their  prefence  ^  :  I  have  feen  them,  in  a  word^  arm 
the  fuperior  tribunals  againll  fubordinate  judges  who  had  re« 
fufed  to  aid  them  in  their  unjuft  proceedings  '. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  inconveniences,  there  are  fo  many 
modes  of  getting  rid  of  a  rival,  or  of  taking  vengeance  of  aa 
enemy  ;  fo  many  public  accufations  are  combined  with  pri« 
vate  litigations,  that  it  may  be  confidently  aiTerted,  that  more 
caufes  are  brought  before  the  tribunals  of  Athens  than  be- 
fore thofe  of  all  Greece  ^.  This  abufe  is  inevitable  in  a  ftate, 
which^  in  ordar  to  reftore  its  exhaufted  finances,  has  frequent* 
ly  no  other  refource  but  that  of  facihtating  public  accufations, 
and  of  profiting  by  the  confifcations  arifing  from  them  :  it  is 
inevitable  in  a  ftate  in  which  the  citizens,  obliged  mutually 
to  watch  each  other,  perpetually  ftruggling  for  honours,  con- 
tending for  employments,  and  having  accounts  to  fettle  with 
the  go'vernment,  necefTarily  afiume  the  charader  of  fpies  and 
cenfors.  A  multitude  of  informers,  always  odious,  but  al- 
ways formidable,  inflame  thefe  inteftinç  diffenfions  ;  diflemi- 
nate  fufpicions  and  difRdence  through  fociety  ;  and  audacious- 
ly feize  on  the  remains  of  the  fortunes   they  have  ruined. 


'  .Alfchin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  459,  |      ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  62s» 

"  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  606.  I      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  617. 


X  Id.  ibid.p.  616  ec  6%l,  {      '  Xeooph.  dc  Rep.  Athco.  p*699t 
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"thej  bavé  indeed  againll  them  the  feverity  of  the  laws,  and 
the  contempt  of  virtuous  men  ;  but  in  their  favour  they  have 
the  pretext  of  public  good,  fo  often  made  an  ioftrument  ia 
the  hands  of  ambition  and  private  enmity  ;  and  they  have 
alfo,  what  is  of  dill  more  avail  to  obtain  their  ends,  their  ef* 
frontery  and  their  infolence* 

The  Athenians  are  lefs  terrified  than  foreigners  at  the  vicef 
of  an  abfoldte  democracy.  The  extreme  of  liberty  appears 
to  them  fo  great  a  bleffing,  that,  to  preferve  it,  they  facrifice 
even  their  tranquillity.  Befidea,  if  public  accufacions  be  a 
fubjeft  of  terror  to  fome,  they  contribute  to  the  pleafure  and 
entertainment  of  the  reft  of  the  people,  as  they  have  almoft 
all  a  decided  tafte  for  the  chicane  and  artifices  of  the  bar,  to 
which  they  give  themfelves  up  with  that  ardour  which  efpe* 
cially  charaâerizes  them  in  all  their  purfuits  ^.  Their  aâi* 
vity  derives  new  life  from  eternal  and  fubtle  difcnflions  of 
their  interefts  ;  and  it  is  poffibly  to  this,  more  than  to  any 
other  caufe,  that  we  are  to  attribute  that  fuperior  penetration, 
and  that  turbulent  eloquence,  which  diftinguiifr  the  Atheni- 
ans frooti  every  other  people  on  earth. 


CHAP.     XIX. 

Of  Crimes  and  Punj/imints»" 

Some  penal  laws  are  engraven  on  columns  placed  near  thé 
tribunals  ^.  If  fuch  monuments  could  be  fo  multiplied  as  to 
exhibit  an  exaâ  fcale  of  all  oiFences,  and  the  corfefponding 
puniûimentsi  we  (hould  fee  more  equity  in  judgments,  and 
fewer  crimes  would  be  committed  againft  fociety.  But  no  at- 
tempt has  any  where  been  made  to  appreciate  each  particular 
tranfgreffion  ;  yet  is  it  matter  of  univerfal  complaint  that 

b  Arifto|>h  in  Pac.  v.  504.    Id.  in   I      ^  Ljf.  pro  Cxd.    Eratoft.  p.   1 7. 
E^it.  ▼.  13x4.  Schpi.  ibid.  |  Andoc.  dc  Myftcr.  p.  12. 
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there  is  oo  uniforoi  (lajidard  for  the  pusiflimeot  of  the  goilty» 
The  jurifprudencc  of  Athens  fupplies,  in  many  cafes,  the 
filence  of- the  laws.  We  have  already  laid,  that  when  thefe 
do  not  fpecify  the  penalty,  a  previous  trial  is  necefiary  to  de* 
clare  the  culprit  conviâed  of  the  crime,  and  à  fécond  to  de- 
termine the  chaftifement  he  merits  ^.  In  the  interval  be- 
tween thefe  decifions,  the  judges  demand  of  the  offender  to 
what  punifliment  he  would  condemn  himfelf.  He  is  allowed 
to  make  choice  of  that  which  is  the  mildefi  and  leaft  injuri- 
ous  to  his  interefly  though  the  accufer  may  have  called  for 
the  fevered  and  that  moil  conformable  to  his  hatred  :  the  ora. 
tors  difcufs  both  ;  and  the  judges,  afting  in  fome  meafure  as 
arbitrators,  endeavour  to  conciliate  the  parties,  and  eftaUiih 
as  jui^  a  proportion  as  poffible  between  the  offence  and  the 
puniihment  *. 

All  the  Athenians  are  liable  to  fuffer  the  fame  pumihments  ; 
all  may  be  deprived  of  life,  of  liberty,  of  their  country,  of 
their  property,  and  privileges!"  Let  us  take  a  curfory  view 
of  thefe  different  articles. 

The  law.s  of  Athens  punifh  with  death,  facrilege  ^  ;  pro- 

•  fanation  of  the  myfteries  «  ;  enterprifes  againft  the  fiate,  and 
cfpecially  againft  the  democracy  ^;  deferters  *  ;  thofe  who  give 
up  to  the  enemy  a  ftrong  hold,  a  galley,  or  a  detachment  of 
troops  ^  i    all  crimes,  in  fhort,  that  direftly  attack  religion 

'  government,  or  the  life  of  an  individual. 

The  fame  puniihment  is  inflifted  for  robbery  committed  in 
the  day,  when  exceeding  the  value  of  fifty  drachmas  •  ;  or 
robbery  by  night  of  the  fmallefl  fum  ;  for  theft  committed  in 


F5d  iEfchio.  in  Ctcfiph.  p.  46c.  He- 
rald: Animadv.  ia  Jus  Atti«.  p.  19a.  { 
3.     Pel-  leg.  Att.  p.  335. 

'  UlpiaD.  in  Demofth.  adv.  Timocr. 
p.  Szi.  ' 

f  Xenopb.  Hift.  Crsec.  lib.  i,  p.  4iO. 
Id.  Memorab.  lib.  1.  p.  721.  Di>d. 
Kb.  î6.  p.  4*7.  -ffilian.  Var.  Hift.  lib. 
5.  cap.  16. 

Aodocid.  de  Myft.  part  x.    p  X. 


Plut.  in  Alcib.  c.  I  p.  %oo.  Pet.  Leg. 
Att.  p.  33. 

^  Xenoph.  ut  fuprà.  Aadocid.  de 
Myft.  p.  13.  Plut  in  Publ.  t.  i.  p.  lie. 

i  Su  id.  et  Hefych.  in  Av^^bmX.  Pet. 
Leg.  Att.  p.  563. 

k  Lyf.  contr.  Philon.  p.  49S. 

*  Upwards  of  45  li?ref  (w  il- 
178.  6d.). 
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the  baths,  and  in  the  gymnafia,  no  matter  how  trifling  the 
lofs  ». 

Criminals  are  generally  deprived  of  life  by  tîhe  rope,  the 
fword,  or  pbifon  °*  ;  fometimes  they  are  made  to  expire  un« 
der'the  baftinado  •  ;  fometimes  they  are  thrown  iuto  the  fea°, 
or  into  a  pit  full  of  (harp  fpikes,  to  haften  their  death  ^  ;  for 
it  is  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  impiety  to  fuffcr  even  criminals 
to  die  with  hunger  *». 

The  citizen  accufed  of  certain  crimes  is  detained  in  prifon 
until  he  is  tried  ^^  if  condemned  to  die,  until  his  execution  *  ; 
the  man  who  owes  money  till  he  has  paid  his  debt  '•  Some 
crimes  are  expiated  by  an  imprifonment  of  feve'ral  years,  or 
a  few  days  "  ;  others  only  by  perpetual  confinement  *.  In 
certain  cafes  perfons  accufed  may  avoid  the  prifon  by  giving- 
bail  y  ;  in  others,  the  criminals  confined  there  are  loaded  with 
chains,  fo  that  they  are  unable  to  move  ^. 

B^nifliment  is  a  punifhment  the  more  rigorous  to  an  Athe- 
nian, as  he  can  no  where  find  the  fame  enjoyments  as  in  his 
own  country,  and  the  refources  of  friendfliip  cannot  alleviate 
his  misfortune.  A  citizen  who  fhould  grant  him  an  afylum. 
Would  be  fubjcft  to  the  fame  punifliment  •. 

This  profcription  takes  place  under  two  remarkable  cir- 
cumftances  :  ift,  A  man  acquitted  of  an  involuntary  murder 
muft  abfent  hirafelf  for  a  whole  year  ;  nor  return  to  Athens 
till  he  has  given  fatisfaélîon  to  the  relations  of  the  deceafed; 


1  Xeooph.  Memor.  lib.  i.  p.  Jii. 
£)emofth.  in  Tim.  p.  79^1.  Ifocr.  in 
l^ochit.  t.  ii.  p.  55©.  Ariftot.  Probl, 
fed.  29.  t.  ii.  p.  814-  Pet.  Leg.  Att. 
p.  518.  Herald.  Animadvj  in  Jus  Att. 
lib.  4.  cap.  8. 

*»  Pctf  Leg.  Att.  p.  364.  Poft. 
Arclucolofr.  Gr«c.  Itb   1.  cap.  %s. 

^  Lyf.  in  Agorat.  p.  253  ct  257. 

**  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Equit  v.  1360. 

P  Ariftoph.  in  Plut.  v.  431.  Id.  io 
£quir.  ▼.  1359.  Schol.  ibid-  Dinarch. 
adv.  Demofth.  p.  181. 

'^  Sophod.  io  Antig.  ▼.  786  Schol.  ib. 


^  A.ndoc.  dc  Myft.  part  a.  p.  7  ct  la. 

5  Plat,  in  Phadon.  t.  i.  p.  58 

f  Andocid.  de  Myd.  part  i.  p.  ra, 
Demofth.  in  Apat.  p.  9^3.  Id.  in 
Ariftogit.  p   837. 

u  Demofth.  in.  Tim*,  p.  789.  79I4 
ct  792. 

^  Plat.  Ai^oJ.  Socrat.  t.  i.  p.  37. 

y  Demoftfj.  in  Tiniocr.  p.  795. 
I     '  Plat.  Apol.    Socrat.  t.  i.  p.   37. 
Dem#ftb.  in  Timocr.  p.  789.    Ulpiari. 
ibid.  p.  818. 

•  Demofth.  in  Polycl.  p.  1091. 
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and  purified  himlelf  bj  facred  ceremonies  **•  adly,  ÏIc  who^ 
accu  ed  before  tbe  Areopagus  of  a  premeditated  murder,  de« 
fpairs  of  hu  caufe,  after  a  firft  hearing,  may,  before  the  judges 
proceed  to  give  their  votes,  condemn  himfelf  to  exile,  and 
withdraw  unmoleiled  ^.  His  property  is  confifcated,  but  his 
perfon  is  in  fafetj,  provided  he  does  not  appear  either  in  the 
^c^ritory  of  tbe  republic,  or  at  any  of  the  folemn  feftivals  of 
Greece  ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  every  Athenian  is  allowed  to  drag 
him  to  juftice,  or  put  him  to  death.  This  is  founded  on  the 
principle  that  a  murderer  ought  not  to  breathe  the  fagie  air» 
or  enjoy  the  fame  advantages,  which  were  en|oyed  by  the 
perfon  whom  he  has  deprived  of  life  '. 

Confifcations  are  in  a  great  meafnre  applied  to  the  puUic 
treafury^  into  which  all  fines  are  paid,  after  dednâing  a  tenth 
part  for  the  worfhip  of  Minerva,  and  a  fiftieth  for  that  of 
fome  other  deities  ^* 

Dégradation  deprives  a  man  of  all  or  part  of  tbe  rights  of 
ft  citizen  -,  a  penalty  llriâly  conformable  to  the  general  order 
of  things  'f  for  it  is  but  juft  to  compel  him  to  renounce  privi* 
leges  he  has  fibufed.  This  is  the  punifliment  moft  eafily  pro- 
portioned to  the  offence  ;  for  it  b  fufceptible  of  gradations  ac 
cording  to  the  nature  and  number  of  tbeie  privileges  ^.  Some- 
times it  prohibits  the  offender  from  afcending  the  roftrum» 
from  attending  at  the  general  affembly,  or  from  taking  his 
feat  among  the  fenators  or  judges  ^  fometimes  it  interdiâs  hita 
from  entering  the  temples,  and  all  participation  in  the  (acred 
rites  ;  in  fome  cafes  he  is  forbidden  to  appear  in  the  forucr» 
or  to  travel  in  certain  countries  ;  in  others,  by  depriving  hixu 
of  every  thing,  he  is  left  with  only  the  burden  of  a  life  def. 
titùte  of  enjoyment,  and  a  liberty  which  he  cannot  ezercife  '• 


t>  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.5X*' 

c  Demoflh.  io  Ariftocr.  p.  736.  Poll. 
Hi    8  cap.  o.  j  99. 

d  Demofth.  in  Arift.  p.  729  et  730. 
Herald  Animadr.  ia  Jut  Attic,  p.  300. 

«  DcmoClb.  adT.  Timocr.  p.  791. 
14*  adv.  The©cr.  p.  I;».  ld..tdT.  Arcf- 


tog.  p.  831.  Id.  adv.  Neaer.  p.  84i. 

f  Andocid.  de  Myftcr.  part  2.  p«  xo. 

^  Andocid.  de  Myller.  part  0.  p.  10. 
DemofLh.  ont.  a.  io  ArÛlog.  p.  83^1 
834f  836,  et  845.  .£fch.  in  Ctefiph. 
Lyf  ID  Andoc.  p.  1x5.  Ulpian.  in  Oiat. 
Dcmeftlk  adv.  Mid.  p.  662  et  66j. 
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This  is  ft  very  heavy  and  highly  falutatj  pa&ifliment  \n  a  âe«- 
iDoCracjy  inafmuch  as  the  privileges  forfeited  by  this  degra* 
ëfttioà  being  there  deemed  of  more  importance,  and  held  in 
higher  eftimation»  than  in  other  governments,  nothing  is  fo 
mortifying  to  a  citizen  as  to  find  himfelf  reduced  below  his 
equals.  An  individual  in  this  predicament  is  as  it  were  a 
dethroned  citizen,  left  among  fociety  as  an  example  to  o- 
thers. 

This  interdiâion  is  not  always  attended  with  opprobrium. 
An  Athenian  who  has  introduced^  himfelf  into  the  cavalry, 
la^ithout  undergoing  a  previous  examination,  is  punifhed,  be« 
caufe  he  has  infringed  the  laws  ^  ;  but  be  is  not  di(honoared, 
becaufe  be  has  not  offended  againft  good  morals.  From  a  ne» 
cefTary  oonfequence^  this  fpecies  of  fiigma  difappearsi  when 
the  caufe  which  gave  rife  to  it  ceafes  to  exift.  He  who  flandtf 
indebted  to  the  public  treafury,  forfeits  the  rights  of  citizen* 
ihip  ;  but  he  is  reinftated  in  thofe  rights  the  moment  he  has 
iatisfied  the  claims  of  the  flate  K  By  the  fame  train  of  re^ 
fonîng,  the  republic  iloes  not  bluQi  to  call  to  her  affiftance,  in 
the  hour  of  imminent  danger,  all  the  citizens  who  have  been 
fafpended  from  their  fun^ions  ^.  But  it  is  a  neceffaty  ftep 
previoufly  to  revoke  the  decree  that  had  condemned  them  ; 
and  this  revocation  can  only  be  affeâed  by  a  tribunal  oom- 
pofed  of  fix  thoufand  judges,  and  mull  be  iîibjeâ  to  condi* 
tioDs  impofed  by  the  fendte  and  the  people  ^ 

Irregularity  of  condoâ  and  depravity  of  manners  produce 
another  kind  of  ignominy  which  the  laws  have  it  not  in  their 
power  to  efface  ;  but  by  uniting  their  authority  with  that  of 
the  public  opinion,  they  take  from  the  citizen  who  has  l(5ft 
the  efteem  of  others,  the  refources  he  found  in  his  rank  in 
life.    Thus,  by  excluding  from  public  offices  and  employ- 


h  LyC  in   Alcib.    p.  ijj*      Tayl.  i  Ariftog,  p.  843. 
Leélion.  Lyfiac.  p.  717.  I       k  ^docid.  de  Myft.  p.  14*  Demoftii. 

-     i  peiBofth.  v^   Ibeocxin.   p.    8^7.  I  adv.  Ariftog  p.  846. 
^ibftOy  2o  Ar^um.  OnU  Pcqi^.  a!jT*  1     ^  PcflMftb.  in  Timocr,  p,  ;8o« 
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jnents  the  man  who  has  ill-treated  bis  parents  '"»  the  foldier 
who  has  cowardlj  abandoned  his  fUtion,  or  his  buckler  ^^ 
Xhey  publicly  bran^  him  with  a  mark  of  infamy  that  necef- 
Arily  compels  remorfe. 


CHAP-     XX. 

Manners  and  Civil  Life  of  tie  Athenians, 

xVt  the  crowing  of  the  cock,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
enter  the  city  with  their  provifions,  finging  ancient  ballads  <^« 
At  the  fame  hour,  the  ihops  open  with  ho  little  noife,  and  all 
the  Athenians  are  in  motion  P.  Some  refume  the  labours  of* 
their  profcflion  ;  others  difperfe  themfelves,  in  confîderable 
numbers,  among  the  different  tribunals,  to  ezercife  the  func- 
tions of  judges. 

Among  the  people,  as  well  as  in  the  army,  it  is  cuRomary 
to  make  two  meals  a-day  ^  \  but  perfons  of  a  certain  rank 
content  themfelves  with  one  ^,  which  fome  eat  at  noon  *  ;  but 
the  greater  number  a  little  before  the  fetting  o^  the  fun  ^  In 
the  afternoon  they  take  a  few  moments  fleep  *|,  or  play  with 
little  pieces  of  bone,  or  at  dice,  and  other  games  of  com. 
merce  *. 

In  the  firfl  of  theije  games  they  make  ufe  of  four  (mail 
pieces  of  bone,  having  one  of  thefe  four  numbers  ;  i,  3,  4, 
and  6  7,  on  each  of  their  fides.  From  their  different  combi- 
nations refult  35  throws,  to  which  they  have  giveii  the  names 
of  gods,  pnnçcs,  heroes,  &c  2.  Some   are  lofing,  and  others 


^  Lacrt.  in  Solon,  lib.  f.  }  ^s- 

^  Andocid.  dc  Myft.  p.  10. 

^  Ariftopb.  in  llcclcf.  v.  -878. 

P  Id.  in  Avib.  v.  490.  renictr. 
Phalec.  de  £locuC.  No.  161. 

^  Hcrodot.  lib.  i.cap.  63.  Xeoopb. 
Hift.  Giaec.  lib.  5.  p.  573.  Dcmofth- 
in  Evcrg.  p.  ie6c.  Theophr.  Charaél. 
cap.  3. 

'  PUf.  Epift.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  3»6.  Anthol. 
M>.  j^.  p.  its- 


^  Athen.  hb.  i.  cap.  9.  p.  11. 

c  Id.  ibid.  Ariftopk  in  Ecdef.  t.  64 S. 
Schol.  ibid. 

"  Fhtrccr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3.  p.  75. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  i.  cap.  ^i,    Tlicop 
ap.  Athen.  lib.  la.  p.  ^Z"^- 

^  Lutrian.  dc  Amor.  t. 
Poll.  lib.  9.  cap.  7.  §  icx). 

^  Euft.  ad.  Iliad,  y.  p.  n89.  Mcnrf 
dc  Lue,  Grace,  in  'Af^^. 
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w^innbg  throws.  The  moft  favourable  of  all  is  that  they  call 
Venus,  which  is  when  the  four  bones  turn  up  the  four  dif- 
ferent numbers  ^. 

In  the  game  of  dice,  they  likewife  diilinguifh  lucky  and 
unlucky  throws  ^  ;  but  frequently  without  attending  to  this 
diilinâion,  it  is  only  neceilary  to  caft  a  higher  number  than 
the  adverlary  ^«  The  patf*royal  of  fix  is  the  mod  fortiinate 
throw  ^.  Only  three  dice  are  employed  at  this  game*  They 
ihake  them  in  a  dioe  box,  and,  to  prevent  cheating,  throw 
them  into  «a  hollow  cylinder,  through  which  they  pafs,  and- 
roll  upon  the  chequer  board  ^*.  Sometimes,  infiead  of  three 
dice,  they  make  ufe  of  three  of  the  little  bcuies  above  men- 
tioned. 

The  preceding  games  sort  games  of  pure  chance  ;  but  the 
following  entirely  depends  on  judgment*  On  a  table  on  which 
are  traced  lines  or  pyramidal  points  ^,  they  range  on  each  fide 
pieces,  or  men,  of  different  colours  k.  The  ikill  of  this  game 
confifts  in  fuftaining  one  piece  by  the  other,  in  taking  *thofe 
of  the  adversary,  when,  he  leaves  them  unguarded  ;  or  in 
blocking  him  up,  fo  as  to  prevent  him  from  advancing  ^  :  but 
he  is  permitted  to  play  again  when  he  has  made  a  wrong 
move  *  f . 

Sometimes  the  latter  game  is  played  with  dice,  the  player 
regulating  the  moves  of  his  men  or  pieces  by  the  number  he 
throws*  In  this  cafe  it  is  his  bufinefs  to  know  what  throws 
will  prove  fatal  or  advantageous  to  him,  and  to  profit  by  the 


^  Lucian.  ibid.  Ciccr.  de  Divio,  lib. 
J.  cap.  13  ;lib.  2.  c.  ai.  t.  iii.  p.  ii  ct  64, 

b  Meurf.  de  Ltid.  Grxc.  in  KvC, 

^  Poll.  lib.  9  cap.  7.  §  117. 

d  JEkhj\.  in  Ag^am.  v.  33.  Schol. 
ibid.  Hciych.  in  T(i>  "E^.  Not.  ibid 

*  iEfchin.  in  Hmarch.  p.  169. 
Poll.  Jib.  7.  cap.  33.  }  203.  Id.  lib.  lo. 
cap.  31.  §  15c.  Harpocr  in  Aéaffua:  et 
in  f^ifA.  Valcf.  ibid.  Suid  in  ^t»^. 
âalmaf.  in  Vopifc.  p.  469. 

;?L'e  n  ote  at  the  end  •£  the  volume. 


f  SophocI,  ap.  Poll.  Ub.  9.  cap.  7  §  97, 

8  Poll.  ibid.  §  98. 

h  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  6,  t.  ii.  p.  487. 

i  Id.    in    Hipparch.    t.    ii.    p.  229. 
Hcfych.  ct  Suid.  in  "Am^. 

f  It  is  prefumed  that  this  game  bore 
fome.  refemblance  to  the  game  of 
dratights,  or  chefs;  and  the  followiqg, 
to  that  of  backgammon.  The  reader 
may  confult  Mcurf.  de  Lud.  Grsc.  in 
II tr].  Bulcng.  de  Lud.  Veter.  Hyde. 
Ullt.  Nerd.  Salmaf.  in  Vopifc.  p. 459. 
E  e  iiij 
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favours  of  fortune,  or  bj  judgment  correâ  her  caprices  K 
This,  as  well  as  the  preceding  gaoie»  requires  a  number  of 
.combinations,  and  to  excel  at  it,  ihould  be  praâifed  from  eat- 
Ij  youth  \  Some  perfons  acquire  fi^ch  a  degree  of  fkill,  that 
their  names  become  celebrated,  and  that  no  perfoa  will  ven- 
lure  to  plaj  againft  them"^. 

At  difitsreat  times  of  the  day,  and  e(pecially  in  the  mora- 
ing,  before  noon,  and  in  the  evening,  before  fupper,  the  com- 
pany repair  to  the  banks  of  the  Iliflui  and  the  enriro^s  of 
the  city,  to  enjoy  the  extreme  pureoefs  of  the  air,  and  the 
delightful  profpeâs  that  prefents  themfelves  on  every  fide  ^  ; 
but  the  ufual  place  of  meeting  is  the  fofom,  the  moil  frequent- 
^  ed  part  of  the  whole  city  *•  As  it  is  there  that  the  general 
aflembly  is  often  held,  and  the  pabee  of  the  fenate,  and  the 
tribunal  of  the  chief  archon  are  fituated,  almoft  every  one  is 
attraâed  thither  by  his  own  private  bofinefs,  or  the  affairs  of 
the  ftate  ?•     Many  perfons  refort  thither  for  amnfement,  and 

/  others  in  fearch  of  employment.  At  certain  l\ours,  the  fquare 
cleared  from  all  the  incumbrances  of  the  market,  leaves  an  o« 
pen  field  for  thofe  who  wiih  to  entertain  themfelves  with  ob- 
fervations  on  the  crowd,  or  make  a  difplay  of  their  pwn  per- 
fons. 

j  Around  the  fquare  are  the  fliops  of  perfumers  *,  goldfmiths, 
barbers,  &c.  open  to  every  perfon  %  in  which  the  interefU  of 
the  ftate,  anecdotes  of  private  families,  a|ld  the  vices  or  ridi- 
culous conduâ  of  individuals,  are  warmly  and  clamoroufly 
difcuiTed.  From  aipidft  thefe  groups,  which  by  a  confufed 
motion  are  perpetually  Separating  and  re«uniting,  iflue  a  thou- 

k  PUt  de  Rep.  lib.  lo.  t.  ti.p.  6e4.  *g9  u  the  etffee^  tnd    not   cofftt-horfe, 
*     ""  "  '  {Allons  au effft,)     Poll.  lib.  lO.  cap.  a. 

§  19.  Schol.   Ariftoph.   in   £qiiit.  t. 
<372-     Spanh.  cc  Kufter.  jbid 

4  Ariftoph.  in  E^uit.  Lyf.  adv.  De- 
lit.  p.  415.  Demoftb.  in  Mid.  p.  606. 
Id.  in  Phorm.  p.  94».  The<iphr.  cba- 
nâ.  cap.  II.  Cafaub  et  Dnporr.  ibid. 
Tercnt.  ia  Phorm.^aâ.  z^  fcen.  2.  v.  39. 


Pl»t.  in  Pyrr.  t.  i.  p.  400. 

1  Id  ibid.  lib.  ii.  p.  734. 

°*  A  then.  lib.  I.  cap.  14.  p.  16. 

"  Plat,  in  Pbxdr.  t.  ili.  p.  227  et  229. 

°  Meurf.  in  Ceram.  cap  16. 

P  Demoftb.  in  Ariftogit.  p.  836. 

^  IniUad  of  faying.  I.tt  w  go  to  the 
ptrjumcrt^  they  faid.  Let  w  go  to  the 
fer/vtne  ;  M  wc  fay  ifl  France,  Lii  us 
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fiind  ingenious  or  fatyrical  pleafantries  agflinft  thofe  who  mix 
^M^ith  the  company  in  a  flovenlj  habit  '^  or  prefume  to  difplay 
an  offenfive  oftentation  *  :  for  this  people,  pailiooately  addiâ« 
^ed  to  raillerj,  are  expert  at  a  kind  of  facetioufnefs  the  more 
formidable»  as  their  malignity  is  dexterouflj  concealed  under 
it  ^  Sometimes  we  meet  with  a  feleâ  company,  and  inilruc» 
tive  converfation,  in  the  different  porticos  diQ^erfed  through 
the  city  ^.  Such  little  parties  cannot  but  be  numerous  among 
the  Athenians.  Their  infatiable  thirft  for  news,  arifing  from 
the  natural  aâivity  of  their  minds,  and  the  idleoefs  of  their 
lives,  forces  them  to  feek  the  fôciety  of  each  other 

This  tafie,  which  is  fo  predominant  as  to  draw  on  them 
the  name  of  Loiterers  or  Lonngejs  ',  in  time  of  war  becomea 
a  kind  of  madnefs.  There  it  is  that  in  public  and  in  private^ 
their  converfations  turn  on  military  expeditions,  and  that 
their  firft  queftion  on  meeting  is.  What  news  ^  ?  Then  are 
feen  on  erery  fide  thofe  fwarms  of  news-mongers,  tracing  out 
upon  the  ground,  or  on  a  wall,  the  map  of  the  country  in 
which  the  army  then  is  ',  loadly  proclaiming  its  fuccefles, 
and  whifpering  its  defeats  ^  ;  collefting  and  exaggerating  ru- 
mours which  either  throw  the  city  into  the  mod  immoderate 
joy,  or  plunge  it  into  the  very  depth  of  dcfpair**. 

The  Athenians  employ  their  hours  of  peace  in  amnfements 
of  a  more  pleafing  nature.  As  the  greater  part  of  them  cul« 
tivate  their  own  eflates,  they  mount  their  horfes  in  the  morn- 
ing, and,  after  direâingthe  labours  of  their  flaves,  return  in 
the  evening  to  the  city  ^. 

Their  time  is  fometimes  filled  up  by  hunting  <>,  and  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  the  gymnafium  *.     Befides  the  public   baths,  whi- 


^  Theophr.  Charaft.  cap.  19. 
*  Id.  cap.  Til. 

K  Luciao.  de  Qyxnn.  t.  it.  p.  897. 
**  Thcophr  Chara<a.  cap.  ». 
^  Ariftoph.  in  Equit.  ▼.   126; 
y  DcmoOh.  Philipp.  J.  p.  49. 
2  PJut.  in  Alcib.  t.  t.  p.  199;  in 
Nic.  p.  531. 


*  Thcophr.  Charad.  cap.  S. 

b  Plut,  in  Nic.  t.  i.  p.  54^  Id-  in 
GatTul.  t.  ii.  p.  509. 

^  Xenoph.  Œconom.  p.  S31. 

d  Id.  ibid.  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  2.  p. 
373.     Ariftoph.  in  Av.  v.  1082. 

^  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  j.  t.  ii.  p.  4J»« 


Digitized 


by  Google 


442 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


ther  the  people  flofk  in  crowds,  and  which  ferve  the  poor  as 
an  afylum  againft  the  inclemencies  of  winter  ',  private  per- 
fons  have  baths  in  their  houfes  ^»  and  the  ufe  of  them  has  be- 
come fo  indifpenfable,  that  they  are  introduced  even  on  board 
their  veiTels  ''.  They  frequently  take  a  bathe  after  their  walk, 
and  almoft  always  previous  to  a  repaft  K  Tliey  come  out  of 
the  bath  perfumed  with  eflences  ;  and  thefe  odours  mingle 
with  thofe  they  carefully  fprinkle  over  their  garments,  which 
are  diftinguiihed  by  different  names,  according  to  the  dtflPc- 
rcnce  of  their  form  and  colours  ^. 

In  general  they  are  contented  witlf  throwing  over  a  tunic 
that  defcends  to  the  midleg  ^  a  mantle  which  almoft  entirely 
covers  thero.  None  but  the  country  people,  or  perfons  with* 
out  education,  tuck  up  the  different  parts  of  their  drefs  above 

the  knee».  '  • 

Many  perfons  go  barefooted'  ;  others,  whither  in  the  city, 

or  on  a  journey,  nay  fometimes   even  at  procefHons  ^,  cover 
their  heads  with  a  large  flapped  hat. 

la  the  form  and  difpoution  of  the  feveral  parts  of  drefs, 
the  men  are  expected  to  lludy  decency,  the  women  to  unite 
elegance  with  taûe.  The  latter  wear,  id,  a  white  tunic, 
which  is  f aliened  with  buttons  over  the  fhoulders,  clofely 
bound  under  the  bofom  with  a  broad  faih  ^^  and  defcends  in 
waving  folds  down  to  the  heels  ^  :  adly,  a  Ihorter  robe,  con- 
fined round  the  waift  by  a  broad  ribbon^ ,  and,  like  the  tunic, 
bordered  at  the  bottom  by  flripes  or  edgings  of  different 
colours  '  i  fometimes  it  has  fleeves  covering  only  part  of  the 
arm  :  sdly,  a  robe,  which  is  fometimes   worn  gathered  up 


f  Ariftoph.  in  Plut.  ▼.  S3S-  Schol. 
ibid. 

i  PUt.in  Phzdon.  t.  i.  p.  Ii6.  De- 
ipooûb.  in  CoDoo.  p.  mo.  Theophr. 
csp.  28. 

il  Spanh.  in  Ariftoph.  Nub.  v.  987. 

i  Id.  ibid. 

k  Poll.  lib.  7.  cap.  13.  Winkel. 
Hift.  de  i*Art,  liv.  4.  chap.  5. 

1  Thucyd.  hb.  i.  cap.  61. 

^  Theophr.  Churaâ.  cap.  4-    Ca- 


lanb.  ib.     Athcn.  lib.  i.  cap.  18.  p.  21. 

'^  Plat,  in  Phxdr.  t.  iii.  p.  129. 
Athcn.  lib.  13.  cap.  5.  p.  583. 

^  Drawing^s  of  Nointel,  preferved  in 
the  king's  library  at  Paris. 

P  Achill.  Tat.  de  Clitoph.  et  Leu- 
cip.  Amor.  lib.  I.  cap.  t. 

*»  Poll.  lib.  7.  cap.  16. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14.  f  65. 

'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  13  §  ja;  cap.  14, 
§  6. 
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Jrke  a  &arF,  and  at  others  fu&red  to  unfold  itfelf  over  the 
J>od7,  the  contours  and  proportions  of  which  it  is  peculiarly 
well  adapted  to  difplaj;  for  this  thej  often  fubftitute  a  light 
mantlet  ^  When  they  go  out  they  wear  a  veil  over  their 
heads. 

Flax  ^y  cotton  *,  and,  above  all,  wool,  are  the  materials  of 
which  the  garments  of  the  Athenians  are  moft  ufually  made.  The 
tunic  was  formerly  of  linen  ^  ;  it  is  now  of  cotton.  The 
jcommon  people  wear,  a  cloth  which  has  not  been  dyed,  and 
which  will  waili  ^»  The  rich  ufually  prefer  cloths  of  various 
colours.  They  particularly  elleem  thofe  dyed  in  fcarlet,  by 
means  of  little  feeds  of  a  reddiih  colour  gathered  from  a  cer« 
tainihrub^;  but  they  fet  a  ftill  greater  value  on  purple**, 
and  efpecially  on  the  cloths  of  a  very  deep  red,  with  a  mixture 
of  the  violet  ^. 

Very  light  dreflcs  are  made  for  fummer  ^.  In  winter  fome 
wear  large  robes  imported  from  Sardes,  the  cloth  of  which, 
jnânufaâured  at  £cbatana  in  Media,  is  covered  with  thick 
flocks  of  wool,  intended  tAdefend  the  wearer  from  the  cold  ®* 

We  likewife  fee  ftuffs  embroidered  with  gold  ^  ;  and  others 
worked  with  the  moft  beautiful  flowers  in  their  natural  coU 
ours  s  ;  but  thefe  are  employed  only  in  the  veftmehts  with 
which  they  cover  the  ftatues  of  the  gods  *^,  or  for  the  drefa  of 
the  aâors  at  the  theatre  '•  To  prevent  modeft  women  from 
wearing  them,  the  laws  direâ  that  they  fliall  be  worn  by  fe« 
males  of  loole  reputation  ^. 


c  Winkelm.  Hift.  de  .1* Art,  li?.  4. 
chap.  5.  p.  185. 
'    "  PoU.  lib.  7.  cap,  16. 

^  Id.  ibid.  cap.  17.  .  Paufaaî  lib.  5. 
p.  384;  lib.  7.  p.  578.  Goguct,  dc 
t'Orig.  des  Lois,  &c.  t.  i.  p.  120. 

y  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  6. 

*  Fcrrar.  dc  Re  Vcft.  lib.  4.  cap.  13. 

'  Goguet,  de  l'Orig.  des  Lois^  &c. 
t.  i.  p.  105. 

t>  P|ut.  io  Alcibiad.  t.  i.  p.  198. 


^  Gogiiet,  de  l'Orig.  des  Lois,  &c, 
t.  i.  p.  100. 

d  Schol.  Arîftoph.  în  Av.  v.  716.] 

^  Ariftopb.  in  Vefp*  v.  1132. 

f  Poil.  lib.  4.  cap.  18.  }  116. 

^  Plat,  de  Rep.  Jib.  8.  t.  ii.  pi  557. 

1*  Aridot.  JEcon.  t.  i.  p.  511.  JeÎU- 
an.  lib.  i.  cap.  20. 

1  Poli.  lib.  4.  cap.  18.  $  116. 

k  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  477. 
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The  Atheniah  women  ptint  their  e7e-blt>W8  black,  a&d 
apply  to  their  faces  a  layer  of  cerafe  or  white  lead,  with  deep 
tints  of  rouge  >.  They  fprinkle  over  tlieir  hair,  which  is 
crowned  with  flowers"*,  a  yellow  coloured  powder '^.  In 
proportion  as  they  wilh  to  increafe  or  dîminifti  their  flature, 
they  wear  higher  or  lower  heels  ^« 

Shut  up  in  their  apartments,  they  are  disprived  of  the  pleafure 
of  participating  in,  and  adding  to,  the  pleafure  of  the  companies 
afiembled  by  their  hufbands.  The  law  permit  them  to  go 
out  in  the  day  only  on  certain  cccafionsi  and  never  in  the 
night-time  but  in  a  carriage,  and  with  a  flambeau  to  light 
them  P  ;  but  this  law,  defeâive,  becaufe  it  is  impoi&Ue  to 
extend  its  operation  to  all  conditions,  leaves  the  women 
of  the  lower  clafles  in  a  date  of  perfeâ  liberty  ^,  and  is 
become  for  thofe  of  a  higher  clafs  only  a  fimple  role  of 
decorum,  a  rule  which  urgency  of  bulinefs,  or  the  llight- 
cft  pretexts,  aflPord  them  an  opportunity  of  violating  every 
day  '•  There  are,  however,  many  occa&ons  on  which  they 
may  leave  their  retirement.  Private  ceremonies,  to  which  no 
men  have  aocefs,  often  affemble  them  among  thenafelves  *  • 
«nd  in  public  feftivals  they  are  prefent  at  the  fpeâacles  as  well 
as  the  ceremonies  of  the  temple.  But  in  general  they  are 
not  to  appear  unlets  attended  by  eunuchs  %  or  female  fiaves 
who  belong  to  them,  or  are  occafionally  hired  in  order  to  en. 
large  their  retinue  ^.  If  their  drefs  or  carriage  be  not  decent, 
magi  Urates,  appointed  to  watch  over  them,  impofe  on  them 
a  heavy  penalty,  and  infcribe  their  fentence  on  a  tablet,  which 
they  fufpend  on  one  of  the  plane  tree^  of  the  public  walk  '. 


1  Xcncph.  Memor.  {».  847.  Lyf. 
<!e  Cssde  BratoOh.  p.  8.  £ubtil.  ap. 
Athec*  lib.  13.  p.  557.  Al«c.  ibid.  p. 
568.     Etymol.  Magn.  in  't^/ê, 

"^  Simon,  ap.  Stob  femi.  71.  p. 
436. 

'^  Schol  Thcocr.  in  Idyll.  ».  ▼.  88. 
Hefych.  in  0i^^.  Salrn.  in  Pan  p. 
I163 

o  Lyf.  in  Simon,  p.  72.  Xenopb. 
ibid.    Aies.  ap.  Atben.  ib. 


1. 1.  p.  90. 
p.  Ub.  4. 


eap^ri. 


P  Plot,  in  Soloo. 

^  Arift^t.  de  R< 
t.  ii.  p.  383 

^  Pmt.  in  Pericl.  1.  i.  p.  157  et  l6a 

*  Atiftoph.  Lyfift.  ▼.  I.    ScboL  ibid. 

'  Terem.  in  Bonuch.  «ft.  x.  feed.  a. 
V.87 

"  rheopbr.  Chtraâ.  cap.  si«    Ca- 
fkub.  ibid. 

'  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  {  xia.    Not. 
Jang.  ibid. 
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But  they  are  fometimes  indemnified  for  the  refiraint  in 
which  they  live,  hy  teftimonials  of  a  different  nature*  I  one 
day  met  the  young  Leucippe»  whofe  budding  and  hitlierto 
unknown  charm&  ihooe  through  a  veil,  lifted  up  at  intervals 
by  the  wind*  She  was  returning  from  the  temple  of  Ceres^ 
with  her  mother  and  fo^e  ilaves.  The  young  Athenians, 
who  eagerly  followed  her  Heps,  could  only  obtain  a  moment- 
ary gUmpfe  of  )ier  ;  yet  the  next  day  I  read  on  the  door  of 
her  houfe,  at  the  corner  of  the  ftreets,  oa  the  bark  of  trees, 
«nd  in  the  moft  public  places,  thefe  words  written  by  differ* 
etit  hands  :  ^'  Leucippe  is  beautiful  ;  nothing  is  fo  béautîfal 
as  Leucippe  ^.'^ 

The  Athenians  were  formerly  fo  jealous,  that  they  would 
not  permit  their  women  to  (how  themfelves  at  the  window  '• 
Tiiey  have  fince  difcovered  that  this  exceffive  feverity  only 
ferved  to  h^fteo  the  evil  they  were  fb  ansious  to  prevent  *• 
Still,  however,  they  are  not  permitted  to  be  vifited  by  mea  ia 
the  abfençe  of  their  hoibands  ^  )  and,  (hould  a  huâ>and  fur- 
prife  his  rival  in  the  aâ  of  diihonouriag  him,  he  may  put  him 
to  death  S  or  oblige  him  by  torments  to  ranfom  his  life^: 
but  if  the  wife  has  only  yielded  to  force,  he  can  demand  n« 
snore  than,  a  pecnoiary  fine  at  the  dilcretion  of  the  judges.  It 
has  been  thought,  with  reaibn,  that  violence,  on  fuch  occsu 
fions,  is  lefs  to  be  dreaded  than  feduâion  ^ 

The  firft  publication  of  an  infidelity  of  this  nature  is  not 
the  only  punifhment  referved  for  the  guilty  and  conviâed 
wife*  She  is  inilantly  repudiated  ;  the  laws  exclude  her  for 
ever  from  all  religious  ceremonies  ^  ;  and  ihould  ih.e  venture 
to  appear  in  a  ûudied  dtefs,  every  one  has  a  right  to  ftrip 


y  Enripid.  ap.  Euftarh.  io  lib.  Ç. 
Uiad.  t.  ii.  p.  63a.  CalUm.  ap.  Srhol 
Ariftoph,  io  Acharn.  v.  144-  Kuder. 
ibid.    Suid.  in  KnX. 

*  Ariftoph.  in  Thelmoph.  v.  792  et 
804. 

*  Mcnand.  ap.  Stob.  Urn,  y%,  p.  440. 


b  Demoûh.  in  Everg.  p.  2057 
1060. 

*•'  Lyf.  pro  Cad.  Eratofih.  p.  15. 
<^  Ariiloph.  in  Plut.  v.  168.  Sctiol.  i 
^  Lyf.  pro  Cxà.  Eraroùh.  p.  il. 
f  iDmoftb.  in  Nc«r.  p.  ^js^ 
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her  of  her  ornaments,  to  tear  her  clothes,  and  load  her  with 
opprobrious  exprefGons  ^. 

A  hufband,  obliged  to  repudiate  his  wife,  muft  firft  addrefs 
himfelf  to  a  tribunal  in  which  one  of  the  chief  magfftrates 
prefides  **.  The  fame  tribunal  receives  the  complaints  of 
wives  who  feek  to  be  divorced  from  their  hufbands.  There 
was  it  that,  after  long  confliâs  between  jçaloufj  and  love, 
the  wife  of  Alcibiades,  the  virtuous  and  too  fenfible  Hippa- 
rete,  appeared.  While,  with  a  trembling  hand,  fhe  was 
prefenting  the  memorial,  fetting  forth  her  grievances,  Alci- 
biades  fuddenly  arrived,  and,  taking  her  under  his  arm,  with- 
out the  lead  refinance  on  her  part,  crofTed  the  forum  with 
her,  amidft  the  general  applaufes  of  the  people,  and  led  her 
back  quietly  to  his  houfe  K  The  irregularities  of  this  Athe- 
nian were  fo  public,  that  this  aâion  of'Hipparete  neither  in- 
jured the  reputation  of  her  liuiband,  nor  her  own.  But,  in 
genera],  women  of  a  certain  condition  dare  not  apply  for  a 
divorce  ;  and,  whether  it  be  from  wcaknefs  or  from  pride, 
the  greater  part  of  them  rather  choofe  to  fubmit  to  unworthy 
treatment  in  private,  than  free 'them  felv  es  by  an  open  rup- 
ture that  muft  expofe  their  hufbands  or  themfelves  to  (bame  ^. 
It  is  unneceflary  to  add,  that  a  divorce  leaves  the  parties  at 
liberty  to  contraft  a  new  marriage. 

The  rigour  of  the  laws,  however,  cannot  extinguifh  in 
the  heart,  the  natural  defire  of  pleafing,  which  ^^c  precautions 
of  jealoufy  fcrve  only  to  enflame.  The  Athenian  women, 
removed  from  all  public  affairs  by  the  conftitution  of  the 
government,  and  ftrongly  incite  d  to  voluptuoufnefs  by  the 
influence  of  the  climate,  often  know  no  ambition  but  that  of . 
being  beloved,  no  care  but  that  of  drefs,  and  no  vir- 
tue bat  the  apprehenfion  of  a  ftain  upon  their  hoaour.  As 
they  are  generally  extremely  careful  to  conceal  themfelves 

t  ^fchin.'in  Tiraarcb.  p  aSç.  ,  |  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  195. 

h  Pet.  in  Ley.  Att.  p.  457  et  459-  ^^  Eoripid.  in  Med.  t.  236. 

^  Afidoc.  ill  Alcib.  p.  30.     Plut,  in  | 
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liencath  the  veil  of  royftcry,  few  of  them  have  become  fa- 
mous for  their  gallantries. 

This  celebrity  is  referved  for  the  courtefans.  The  laws 
proteâ  thefe  women  as  a  correâive  poilibly  of  more  odious 
vices  '  ;  and  the  public  manners  are  not  CuiEciently  alarmed 
at  the  outragés  they  receive  from  them  ;  nay,  the  abufe  is 
c«(rried  to  foch  a  height,  as  openly  to  wound  both  reafon  and 
decorum.  A  married  woman  feems  only  dedined  to  fuperin«* 
tend  dome  flic  affairs,*  and  to  perpetuate  th&  name  of  a  family, 
by  giving  children  to  the  republic  "^.  Young  men  at  their  firft 
«ntrance  into  the  world,  men  of  a  jmore  advanced  period  of 
life^  magift rates,  philofophers,  almoft  all  perfons  pofTefled  of 
a  tolerable  income,  referve  their  complaifance  for  their  kept 
miltreûes,  with  whom  they  pafs  part  of  the  day,  and  who 
fometimes  bring  thenn  children,  whom  they  adopt,  and  in- 
corporate with  their  legitimate  offspring  "• 

Some  of  thefe  wooden,  brought  up  in  the  art  of  feduâioa 
by  females,  who  add  the  force  of  example  to  their  inftruc- 
tions  ^,  vie  with  each  other  in  endeavours  to  furpafs  their 
models.  The  charms  of  beauty  and  of  youth,  '  the  graces  of 
their  perfon,  elegance  of  dreds,  mufic, ,  dancing,  and  every 
pleafing  and  polite  accomplifliment,  a  cultivated  mind,  happy 
witticifms,  and  the  artifice  of  language  and  of  fentiment  <*, 
all  are  employed  by  them  to  captivate  and  retain  their  ad- 
mirers ;  and  fuch  fafcination  is  there  in  thefe  allurements, 
that  thofe  they  have  enfnared  frequently  difllpate  on  thefe  fy- 
rens  their  fortune,  and  facrifice  their  honour,  until,  abandon- 
ed for  fome  frefli  viftim,  they  are  left  to  drag  out  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  in  ignominy  and  regret. 

Notwithftanding  the  power  thefe  courtefans  poffefs  over 
their  votaries,  they  mud  not  ihow   themfelves  in  the  ilreets 


I  Abhen.  lib.  13.  p.  569.  i      °  Alex.  ap.  AthcD.  lib.  13.  p.  56t. 

^  Dcmofth.  in  Ne«r.  p.  88r.  |  Demofth.  in  Ncacr.  p.  863. 

'^  Athen.  lib.   13.  p/^576  ct  577.  |      P  Athcn.Ub.  13.  p.  577,  583,  &c. 
Pet..Leg.  Att.  p.  1 4 1. 
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with  rich  trinkets  or  jewels  ^  ;  nor  dare  men  in  office  appear 
with  them  in  public  ^. 

Befidea  the  danger  which  joung  perfona  are  expofed  to  from 
thefe  women,  thej  frequentlj  have  but  too  much  reafon  to 
regret  the  time  the^r  mifpend  io  certain  dedruâive  houfes, 
the  haunts  of  gamefters,  and  where  great  wagers  are  often 
made  at  cock-fights  *.  They  have  fiiU  further  to  dread  even 
the  confequences  of  that  hiftitution  which  formed  part  of 
their  education,  and  the  fpirit  of  which  they  mifapply» 
Scarcely  have  they  left  the  gy^mafium,  before,  animated  with 
the  defire  of  diftinguifliing  themfelves  in  the  chariot  and 
and  horfe  races  that  are  exhibited  at  A^thens,  and  in  the  other 
Grecian  cities,  they  abandon  themfelves,  without  referve,  to 
all  thefe  exercifes.  They  fet  up  rich  equipages,  and  main- 
tain an  immoderate  number  of  dogs  and  horfes  *  ;  expences 
which,  added  to  the  oftentation  of  their  drefs,  foon  totally 
diiSpate  the  inheritance  they  have  received  from  their  ancef- 
tors  ". 

In  general,  every  perfon  walks  on  foot  at  Athens,  whether 
in  the  city  or  the  environs.  The  rich  fon^tlmes  make  ufe 
of  chariots  and  litters,  the  perpetual  obje£b  of  the  cenfure 
and  envy  of  their  fellow-cîiixens  '  ;  fometimes  they  are  fbU 
lowed  by  a  fervanr,  carrying  a  folding  chair,  that  they  may 
fit  down  in  the  forum  y,  and  as  often  as  they  are  fatigued 
with  walking  '•  The  men  almoft  always  appear  with  a 
cane  *  ;  the  women  very  often  with  an  umbrella.  At  night, 
they  are  lighted  by  a  flave,  who  caries  a  fiambeau,  orna- 
mented u  ith  different  colours  ^. 


^  Terent»  ih  Eunuch,  «a.  4*  ^ceo.  i. 
V.  15.  Mcurf.  Them.  Att  lib.  i.  cap  6. 

»■  Tcrent.  ibid.  aâ.  3.  fcen.  1.  t.  41. 

<  Ifocr.  Areop.  t.  i.p.  335.  .ffifchio. 
m  Tim.  p.  268. 

t  Plut,  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  J95.  Tc- 
rent. in  Andr.  aâ.  T.  fceo*  2.  v.  a8. 

"  Ariftoph.  Id  Nub.  v.  13. 

^  Denir  in  Mid.  p.  628.  Id.  in 
Pfaaentp.  p.  1025,    Dinarcb.  adv.  Oc- 


mofth.  p.  277. 

y  Ariftopb.inEquit.  ▼.  1381.  Heff. 

2  Plat,  in  Protagr.  t.  i.  p.  31a.  Ari- 
ftoph. in  Ecclef.  T.  74. 

^  Aridoph.ifl  £quit.  v.  1 345.  Scbol 
ibid.     Poll  Ub.  7.  {  174. 

b  Arift^pb.  in  Nub.  v.  6x4*  Id.  in 
Lyfiftr.  T.  13x9.  Scbol.  in  Vcfp.  t. 
1364. 
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For  a  few  of  the  firft  days  after  my  arrival,  I  amufcd  my- 
fclf  with  examining  the  bills  ftuçk  up  over  the  doors  of  the 
houfes.  On  fome  of  them  I  read,  A  house  TO  sell  ^  ;  A 
HOUSE  TO  LET.  Oo  othcrs.  This  is  the  house  of  such  A 
ONE,  LET  NOTHING  EVIL  ENTER**.  I  did  not  gratify  this  little 
curiofity  for  nothing  ;  for,  in  the  principal  ftrects,  the  paffen- 
ger  is  continually  puihed,  fqueezed,  and  crowded  by  a  mul- 
titude of  people  on  foot  and  on  horfeback,  by  carters  *,  wa- 
ter-carriers ^,  criers  of  edtds  ^,  beggars  ^,  and  labourers.  One 
day,  whilfl  I  was  with  Diogenes,  looking  at  fome  little  dogs 
trained  to  perform  a  number  of  tricks  ',  one  of  thefe  la- 
bourers paffing  along,  carrying  a  great  beam,  gave  him  a  vio- 
lent blow  with  it,  and  then  cried  out:  •*  Take  care." — "  What,** 
faid  Diogenes,  •'  are  you  going  to  flrike  me  a  fécond  time  ^  ?'* 

Perfons  not  attended  at  night  by^  fervants  are  in  danger  of 
being  robbed  ',  uotwithQanding  the  vigilance  of  the  magi- 
flrates,  who  are  obliged  to  take  their  nightly  rounds  °*. 
The  city  maintains  a  guard  of  Scythians  ",  to  be  in  readt- 
nefs  to  affiil  the  magifl rates,  to  carry  the  judgments  of 
the  court!  of  juftice  into  execution,  and  to  prcfcrve  good 
order  in  the  general  aflemblies,  and  at  public  ceremonies  ^. 
They  pronounce  the  Greek  in  fo  barbarous  a  manner,  as  to  be 
fometimes  ridiculed  on  the  ilage  p,  and  are  fo  fond  of  wine, 
as  to  render  the  expreffion,  "  to  drink  like  a  Scythian  ^," 
proverbial  for  drinking  to  excefs. 

The  people  are  naturally  abftemious.  Their  chief  food 
conûfts  of  fait  meat  and  vegetables.     Such  as   are  unable  to 


<=  Xaert.  in  Diog:  lib.  6.  §  47» 
d  Id.  ibid.  §  39.  Clem.  Alex.  Strom. 
lib;  7-  P-  843- 

^  Plut,  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  192- 

f  JEXnn.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  9.  cap.  17. 

S  Ariftoph.  in  At.  ▼.  rejK. 

h  Ifocr.  Areop.  t.  i-  p.  353  ct  354. 

1  Xenopb.  de  Admin.  Uomeû.  p. 

«55- 
*^  Laetu  lib.  6.  §  41- 
I  Ariflopb.  in  Ecclef.  v^.  664. 
.  ^  Ulpian.  ia  Orac.  Dcmoûh.  adv. 

Fo/.  I.       %  F  f 


Mid.  p.  6jo. 

"^  Ariftoph.  in  Acbarn.  v.54.  Schol. 
ibid.  Suid.  in  Tola].  Mcurf.  Ceram. 
Gem.  cap.  16.  Jungerm.  in  Poll.  lib. 
8.  cap.  10.  ^  132. 

°  Ariftoph.  in  Lyfift.  v.  434- 

P  Id.  in  Thefmoph.  v.  1 01 6  SchoL 
ibid.     Dcmctr.  dc  Elocut.  j  95. 

^  Hcrodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  84.  Ariftot. 
Problem.  UA.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  695.  Atbea. 
lib.  10.  cap.  7.  p.  27. 
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maintain  themfelves,  either  in  coofequence  of  wonnds  tbej 
have  received  in  war,  or  becaufe  their  misfortunes  have  rcn- 
>  dered  them  incapable  of  working,  are  paid  daily  from  the 
public  treafury  one;  or  two  oboli  ',  granted  them  by  the  af- 
femblj  of  the  nation.  The  lift  of  perfons  who  are  the  objeâs 
of  this  benefaâion,  is  from  time  to  time  examined  in  the  fenacc» 
and  the  names  of  tbofe  who  are  no  longer  entitled  to  receive 
it,  ft  ruck  off*.  The  neceffities  of  the  poor  are  relieved  like- 
wife  by  other  me<ins.  Every  new  moon,  the  rich  expofe 
proviiions  in  certain  public  places,  in  honour  of  the  goddefs 
Hecate,  which  are  left  to  the  difpofal  of  the  populace  ^^ 

I  had  taken  an  exaâ  account  of  the  price  of  the  different 
articles  of  provifion  ;  but  this  I  have  loft.  I  can  only  recol- 
leâ  that  the  ufual  price  of  com^  was  five  drachmas  the 
medlmnus  *.  Tlie  beft  ox  ^  was  worth  about  eighty  drach* 
mas  f  i  a  flieep,  the  fifth  part  of  the  value  of  an  ox  7,  or 
about  fixteen  drachmas  X  ;  ^  lamh^  ten  drachmas  §,'• 

It  will  naturally  be  imagined,  that  thefe  prices  increafe  in 
fimes  of  dearth.  The  medimnus  of  wheat  has  been  known  to 
rife  from  five  drachmas,  its  ordinary  value,  to  fixteen  drach- 
mas ;  and  that  of  barley  as  high  as  eighteen  ^.  Independent 
of  thefe  traofient  caufes,  it  was  obferved,  during  my  ftay  at 
Athens,  that  for  about  the  laft  feventy  years,  the  price  of 
every  article  had  been  continually  rifing,  and  that  wheat,  in 
particular,  was  then  dearer  by  two  fifths  than  during  the  Pe- 
loponneGan  war  **. 


^  L)f.  adv  Delat.  p.  414  ct  4^6, 
Ariftid.  in  Pârathcn.  t-  i.  p.  331. 
Hefych.  ct  Hai  pocr.  in  *A4Ûf» 

"  ^fchin.  in  Timarch.  p.  476. 

^  Ariflopb.  in  Plut.  v.  594.  Schol. 
ibid.     Deinnilh.  iu  Conoa   p.  III4« 

"  Demofth.  adv.  Phorm.  p.  94Ô. 

*  4  livres  lo  lois  (or  three  Ihilling^s 
and  ninepence).  Reckoning  the  dra- 
chma at  18  foU  (or  ninepence),  and 
the  medimnus  at  fomething  above  4 
bufliels  (Goguct,  Orig.  den  tioif,  t.  iii. 
p.  260),  our  Teptier  (a  French  meafure 
of  za  bufhcis)  of  corn  would  bave  been 

6 


worth  about  13  of  our  livret  (or  !• 
ihiilings  and  tenpence  £nglifli). 

'  Mtfmor.  Sandwic.  p.  35. 

f  fz  livres  /^or  3I.  Sterling.) 

y  Demetr.  Phalcr.  apu  Pint,  in  So» 
Ion.  t.  i.  p.91. 

^  About  14  livre»  8  fols  (or  i»a.) 

{  9  livres  (or  7s.  and  6a.  See  oote 
at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

2  Menand.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  4.  p.  146  ; 
et  lib.  8.  p.  364. 

^  Demofth.  adv.  Pborm.  p.  946  Id# 
adv.  Pb«nip.  p  1025. 

b  Ahfkoph.  in  ficdeC  v.  ^80  et  SW 
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We  do  not  hete  meet  with  fuch  fplendid  fortunes  as  in 
Periia  ;  and  when  I  fpeak  of  the  opulence  and  ollentation  of 
the  Athenians,  it  is  only  relatively  to  the  other  fiâtes  of 
Greece.  A  fmall  number  of  families,, however,  have  enrich- 
ed themfelves  by  commerce;  and  fome  by  filver  mines  they 
poflefs  at  Laurium.  The  other  citizens  efieem  themfelves 
matters  of  a  decent  fortune,  when  they  have  efiates  to  the 
value  of  fifteen  or  twenty  talents  *,  and  are  able  to  give  their 
daughters  a  marriage  portion  of  a  hundred  minas  ^  |« 

Though  the  Athenians  have  the  intolerable  fault  of  lend- 
ing an  ear  to  calumny,  without  a  proper  inquiry  into  fad's  ^, 
they  are  malignant  only  from  frivoloufncfs  ;  and  it  is  a  com- 
mon remark,  that,  when  good;  they  are  better  than  the  o- 
ther  Greeks,  becaufe  their  goodnefa  is  not  a  virtue  of  edu- 
cation '. 

The  common  people  are  more  rude  and  noify  here  thaa 
perhaps  any  where  elfe  ;  but  among  the  firft  clafs  of  citizens 
we  fee  that  decorum  that  imprelTes  us  with  the  idea  that  à 
man  has*  a  proper  efteem  for  himfelf,  and  that  politenefs  which 
has  the  appearance  of  efteem  for  others,  univerfally  prevail; 
Good  company  requires  a  propriety  of  language  and  beha- 
viour ^.  It  requires  that  thofe  marks  of  refpeâ,  by  which 
men  are  prepoflefled  in  favour  of  each  other, ^ihould  be  pro- 
perly adapted  to  times  and  perfons  ^  ;  and  confiders  an  affeâ- 
ed  or  precipitate  carriage,  as  a  mark  of  vanity  or  levity  ^  5: 
and  a  blunt,  fententious,  or  too  lofty  tone,  as  a  proof  of  bad 
education  or  rufticity  *.     AH  peeviffa  whims  ^^  overftrained 


*  The  talent  was  worth  540e  livres 
(or  aajl.  Sterling). 

^  Demofth.  in  Steph.  i.  p.  973. 

f  9000  livres  (or  375  1.  Sterling). 
See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

d  Plot.  Reip.  Ger.  Prscept.  t.  ii.  p. 

799- 

<:  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  1. 1  ii.  p.  642». 

f  Arifiot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap.  17. 
t«  ii.  p.  44S.    Thcophr,  Chaïaâ,  c.  4. 


^  Arifiot.  de  Mor.  lib.  4.  cap.  12. 
t.  ii.  p.  54.  Spanh.  ia  Ariftoph.  Plut. 
V.  3*S- 

h  Demofth.  in  Pantxo.  p.  995. 

i  Demodh.  in  Pantsn.  p.  995.  Arif. 
tot.  de  Khet.  lib.  a.  cap,  %i.  t.  iL  p. 
372.    Theophr.  Charaâ.  cap.  a. 

It  Theophr.  Charaâ.  cap.   13.   tj^v.. 
et  17. 
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ofRcionfoefs,  dîfdaînful  airs,  and  fludicd  fingularidcs,  ire 
like  wife  condemned  by  the  laws  of  good  coofipanj. 

The  fame  laws  require  a  certain  facility  of  manners,  e- 
qually  removed  from  that  crouching  complatfancc  that  ap- 
proves tverj  thing,  and  that  ill-humoured  aufter^ty  which 
nothing  can  pleafe  '.  But  what  diiHnguiihes  good  company 
moft,  is  a  delicate  and  light  pleafantry  °,  which  unites  de- 
cency with  freedom  ;  which  we  mud  pardon  in  others,  aikd 
fecure  pardon  for  in  ourfelves  ;  which  few  people  know  how- 
to  employ,  and  fewer  ftill  are  able  to  undcrftand.  It  con- 
fifts  No,  I  will  fay  no  more.     Thofe  who  know  what 

it  is  will  underiland  me,  and  it  would  be  impofEble  to  eic- 
plain  mjfelf  to  others.  It  is  charaâerized  at  prefent  by  the 
name  of  addrefs  and  dexterity,  becaufe  wit  (hould  never 
fp^rkle  but  in  favour  of  others,  and  becaufe,  in  its  moft  bril- 
Uaat  ftrokesy  its  obji  &  ihould  always  be  to  pleafe,  and  not  to 
ofF'^nd  *.  Yet  is  it  often  confounded  with  fat  ire,  coarfe  hu^ 
moitr,  or  buffoonery  ^  j  for  each  fociety  has  its  particular  tone» 
That  of  good  company  has  been  almoft  entirely  formed  ia 
our  own  times  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  we  need  only  compare 
the  ancient  dramatic  pieces  with  the  modern.  Scarcely  half 
a  century  has  elapfed  fitice  comedies  were  filled  with  indelicate 
exprefTions,  an(f  difgufting  obfcenities,  which  at  this  day- 
would  not  be  endured  for  a  moment  ^^ 

In  Athens  there  are  feveral  focieties,  the  members  of  which 
enter  into  a  mutual  engagement  to  afUit  each  other.  If  a  ja« 
dicial  profecucioii  be  commenced  againil  any  one  of  them,  or 
if  he  be  attacked  by  his  creditors,  he  has  ittOant  recourfe  to 
the  fuccour  of  his  aiFociates.  In  th  -  firft  cafe,  they  accom- 
pany him  to  his  trial,  ond  ferve,  {bould  it  be  necelTary,  as 
advocates  or  witnefies  ^  ^  in  the  fécond,  they  advance  the  fum. 


1  Ariflor.  de  Mor.  lib.  4.  cap.  l%.  t. 
il.  ^fsA-  ^^-  Rl^ct.  lib.  X.  cap.  4.  t. 
ii.  V.  55^* 

"•  lu.  Magn:  Moral  lib.  I.  cap  31. 
t.  ii.  p.  164.     *«i«  Rhet.  ,  .55» 

°  Arift.  de  Mor.  lib.  4.  cap.  14.  t. 


ii.  p.  56 

o  Ilbcr.  Areop.  1. 1.  p.  336. 

P  Arif^ot.  do  Mor.  lib.  4-  cap    1 
t  ii.  p.  s^- 

^  Lyf.  Delat.  io  Obtreâ.  p.  15^ 
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neceffarj  to  extricate  him  from  his  difficulties»  without  re- 
quiring any  in  tereft  for  it,  and  prefcribe  no  other  time  for 
the  repayment  ef  (he  loan,'  than  the  re-eftabli(hment  ^of  his 
fortune  or  his  credit  '.  If  he  afterwards  fails  in  his  engage- 
^ments,  when  able  to  fulfil  them,  he  is  not  indeed  liable  to  a 
profecution,  but  his  honour  is  loll  '.  Thej  fometimes  meet, 
and  cement  their  friendly  union  at  entertainments,  in  which 
good  humour  and  innocent  freedom  ihine  confpicuous  ^  Thefe 
aâ^>ciations,  originally  founded  on  noble  and  generous  mo- 
tives, are  at  prefent  maintained  only  from  unjuft  and  intereft^ 
ed  views.  The  rich  man,  at  their  meetings,  mixes  in  com- 
pany with  the  poor,  to  induce  them  to  perjure  themfelves  in 
his  favour  "  ;  and  the  poor  man  feeks  the  fociety  of  the  ricb^ 
io  order  to  acquire  fome  claim  to  their  protection. 

Among  the  various  focieties  of  Athens,  there  is  one  whofe 
only  objeél  is  to  obferve  and  colleâ  every  fpecies  of  ridicu- 
lous abfurdity,  and  to  divert  itfelf  with  pleafantries  and  bons- 
mots.  The  members  of  it,  to  the  number  of  fixty,  are  all 
men  of  extraordinary  vivacity  and  brilliant  wit  :  their  meet- 
ings are  held  from  time  t»  time  in  the  temple  of  Hercules, 
■where  they  pronounce  their  humorous  decrees,  in  prefence  of 
a  crowd  of  fpeâators,  drawn  thither  by  the  fingularity  of 
the  fcene  ;  nor  have  the  misfortunes  of  the  ftate  ever  induced 
them  to  intermit  their  meetings  ^, 

Two  extremes  of  folly,  among  others,  multiply  the  de- 
crees of  this  tribunal.  Some  perfons  here  endeavour  to  fur- 
pafs  even  Attic  elegance,  whilft  others  feem  to  drive  to  outdo 
even  Spartan  fimplicity.  ^  The  former  take  efpecial  care  to 
have  a  fmooth  chin,  frequently  to  change  their  drefs,  to  dif- 
play  the  polifhed  enamel  of  their  teeth,  and  to  load  them- 
felves with  perfumes  "f.     They  wear  flowers  at  their  ears  2, 


^  Thcophr.  Charad.  cap.  15  et  1 7. 
Caufab.  in  Thcophr.  cap.  15.  Pet.  io 
LegAtt.  p.  419. 

>^  Herald.  AnixnadY.  in  Salmaf.  lib  6. 
cap.  3   P-  414. 

t  JEfchiii.  ID  Ctefiph.  p.  468.    Dii- 


port.  in  Thcophr.  cap.  10.  p.  351. 
^  Demoflh.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  *£ç«v. 
^  At  hen.  lib.  14.  p.  614. 
y  Theophr.  Charaâ.  cap.  5, 
^  Cratin.  ap.  Atheu.  lib.  i%,  p.  55^. 
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earrj  twilled  canes  in  their  hands  ^,  and  wear  Aktbiaies^sjbotê^ 
»  kind  of  ihoes,  the  firll  idea  of  which  was  given  by  Alcibia- 
des,  and  which  are  ftill  in  fâfliion  among  young  people   at« 
tentire  to  their  drefs  **.     The  latter  aflfeô  the  manners  of  the 
Lacedaeinonians,  and  are  frequently  charged  with  Uie  Lacono» 
mama  ^.  Their  hair  hangs  in  diforder  over  their  flioulders  ;  they 
idiftingttiili  themfelves  by  a  coarfe  cloak,  plain  fuidftls,  a  long 
beard,  a  huge  flaff,  a  folemn  gait  ^,  and,  if  I  may  venture  fo 
to  fpeak,  by  all  the  infignia  of  modefty.     The  fingularities 
of  the  firft,  calculated  only  to  attrad  attention»  are  lefs  of- 
fen&ve  than  thofe  of  the  fécond  clafs,  who  make  adireâ  attack 
on  onr  efieem.     I  have'feen  this  pretended  fimplicity  ^  treat- 
ed as  infolence  by  men  of  fenfe,  and  they  were  in  the  right  ; 
every  exclu&ve  pretenfion  is  an  ufurpation  ;   forTuch  preten* 
iions  evidently  encroach  upon  the  claims  of  others. 


CHAP.    XXI. 


Of  Religion^  of  the  Priejls  and  facred  Mimfitrs^  end  of  tbt 
principal  OffeTtces  againfi  Religion. 

1  HERE  only  mean  to  fpe^k  of  the  eftabliflied  reVigion.  I 
ihall,  in  another  place,  give  the  opinions  of  philofophcrs  od 
the  fubjea  of  the  Deity, 

The  public  worûiip  is  founded  on  this  law  :  '<  Honour  in 
public  and  in  private  the  gods  and  heroes  of  the  country. 
Let  every  one  annually  offer  up,  according  to  .its  abilities» 
and  the  cuftomary  rites,  the  find  fruits  of  his  harvefts  '.'' 

From  the  earlieft  times  the  objeâs  of  religious  worfliip 
have  multiplied  among   the  Athenians.     They  received  the 


*  Thcophr.  ibiH. 

*>  Atheii.  lib.  IJt.  p.  534' 

^  Ariftoph.  in   Ay.  ▼.   laSi.  Plat. 
!n  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  34a.  Demoftb.  adv. 
ConoD.  p.  II 13. 
'  d  Demoûb.  ibid«    Plut,   in   Phoc 


p.  746. 

^  Ariftot.  dc  Mor.  lib.  4.  cap.  13. 
t.  ii.  p.  s^- 

f  P0rph7r.de  Abftin.  lib.  4.  }  a;», 
p.  380. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


455 


t^xrel^  priacipal  divinities  ^  from  the  Egyptians  \  and  others 
from  the  Libyans  and  different  nations  *•  In  procefs  of  time» 
a.  law  was  enafled,  prohibiting,  under  pain  of  death»  the  in- 
treduâion  of  any  foreign  worihip,  without  a  decree  of  the 
A.reopagus,  !moved  for  by  the  public  orators  ^*  Within  the 
laft  century»  this  tribunal  becoming  lets  fcrupulous,  the  gods 
of  Thrace»  of  Phrygia,  and  fome  other  barbarous  people, 
have  made  an  irruption  into  Attica  ^»  and  triumphantly  main- 
tained their  ground,  in  defpite  of  the  pleafantries  with  which 
the  theatre  rings  againft  thefe  ftrange  deities,  and  the  noâur* 
.  jial  ceremonies  celebrated  in  their  honour  °^«  ^ 

It  was  a  fublime  inltitution  of  ancient  times,  to  confecrate 
hy  monuments  and  fcftivals  the  memory  of  kings  and  indi« 
Tidoals  who  had  rendered  elTential  fervices  to  mankiind.  Such 
is  the  origin  of  the  profound  veneration  paid  to  heroes*  In 
the  number  of  thefe,  the  Athenians  place  Thefeus,  the  firft 
author  of  their  liberty  ;  Erechtheus»  one  of  their  ancient 
kings  ^ }  thofe  who  merited  to  give  their  name  to  the  tea 
tribes  °  ;  and  others  again»  among  whom  we  mull  diftinguifh 
Hercules»  who  is  indifcriminately  ranked  in  the  clafs  of  gods 
and  in  that  of  heroes  >*. 

The  worihip  of  the  latter  differs  eiTentially  from  that  of  the 
gods,  as  well  in  the  objeél  as  in  the  ceremonies.  The  Greeks 
proftrate  themfelves  before  the  divinity»  to  acknowledge  their 
dependence»  to  implore  his  proteftion»  or  thank  him  for  his 
bounties.  They  confecrate  temples»  altars,  and  groves,  and 
celebrate  feftivals  and  games,  in  honour  of  the  heroes  %  to 
perpetuate  their  glory»  and  recal  the  memory  of  their  illuf- 


?  Pind.  Olymp.  xo.  ▼.  59.  Ariftoph. 
in  At.  v.  95.  Tbucyd.  lib.  é.  cap.  54. 

^  HerodoC«  lib.  fl.  cap.  4. 

i  Id.  lib.  a.  cap.  50 ;  ct  lib.  4*  cap.  8S. 

k  Jofeph.  in  Appioo.  lib  2.  p.  491 
tt  493.     Harpocrat.  in  ^E^sAr. 

I  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  1. 1.  i.  p.  317  et 
354.  Demofth.  de  Cor.  p.  5x6  8trab. 
fib.  !•.  p.  47X.    Hefjch.  in  eiM  ^*i». 

»  Ariftoph.  in  Vefp.  y.  9.  DjûiL  v. 


389,  &€.'  Cicer  de  Leg.  lib  %.  cap. 
15.  t.  iii.  p.  149 

"  Meurf.  de  Regib.  Athen.  tib.  9. 
cap.  xa. 

^  Paofao.  lib   x.  cap.  5.  p.  13 

P  Herodot  lib.  a.  cap  44  Panfan. 
lib.  r  cap.  15.  p.  37  ;  lib.  a.  cap.  xo. 
P  133- 

^  lliucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  xi. 
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trious  deeds.  Incenfe  is  burnt  on  their  altars,  at  the  fame 
time  that  libations  arc  poured  over  their  tombs,  to  procure 
repofc  to  their  manes.  The  facrifices  with  which  they  are 
honoured  by  their  votaries,  therefore,  arc,  properly  fpeaking, 
addrcfTed  only  to  the  infernal  gods. 

'  Secret  do^rines  are  taught  in  the  myfieries  of  EleuGs,  and 
in  thofe  of  Bacchus,  and  other  divinities.  But  the  reigning 
religion  is  totally  extems^l.  It  holds  out  no  body  of  doârine, 
no  public  inilruâion,  no  rigorous  injundion  to  participate, 
on  ftated  days,  in  the  cilabliflied  worlhip.  The  only  faith 
required  is  to  feem  perfuaded  that  the  gods  exiil,  and  reward 
virtue,  either  in  this  life  or  in  that  to  come  :  the  only  prac* 
tice,  to  perform  at  intervals  fome  religious  aâs,  fuch  as  ap- 
pearing in  the  temple  at  tKe  folcmn  Icftivals,  and  facrificing 
on  the  public  altars  ^ 

The  religion  of  the  common  people  entirely  conCfis  ia 
prayers,  facrifices,  and, purifications. 

Individuals  addrcfs  their  prayers  to  the  gods  at  the  begin- 
îng  of  any  undertaking  '.  Thefe  they  offer  up  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  evening,  and  at  the  riling  and  fetting  of  the  fan  and 
moon  ^  Sometimes  they  repair  to  the  temple,  with  down- 
cad  eyes  and  a  ferions  deportment  ^,  and  prefent  themfelves 
as  fuppliants.  There  is  not  a  mark  of  refpeft,  of  fcar  of 
flattery,  that  courtiers  (how  to  fovereigns  on  approaching  the 
throne,  but  are  teftified  by  men  toward  the  gods  on  coming 
near  their  altars.  They  kifs  the  ground  *  ;  they  pray  ftand- 
ing  y,  on  their  knees  *,  proftrate  *,  and  holding  branches  in 
their  hands  \  which  they  elevate  towards  heaven,  or  (Iretch 
out  tow.jrds  the  ftatue  of  thç  god,  after  applying  it  to  their 
mouths  ^.      K  the  worfcip  be  direâed  to  the  infernal  deities, 


*  Xenoph.  Apol.  So^at.  p.  703. 

*  Plat,  in  Tim.  t   iii.  p.  a?. 

<  Id.  de  Leg  lib.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  887. 
^  Id.  in  Alcib.  1.  t.  ii.  p.  138. 
^  Potter.  Archxnîog   lib.  1,  cap  5. 
y  Philoftr.  in  ApolloD.-Vit.  lib.  6. 
cap.  4.  p.  233. 


2  Theophr.  CharaA.  cap.  16. 

*  Laert.  in  Wojjen.  lib.  6.  §  37. 

b  Sophocl.  in  Œdip.  Tyr.  v.  3.  SchoL 
ibid. 

^  Lucian.  in  encom.  Demollh.  {  49. 
t.  iii.  p.  5x6. 
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tliey  fail  not,  in  order  to  attraÛ  their  attention,  to  ftrike  the 
earth  with  their  feet  or  hands  **. 

Some  pronounce  their  prayers  in  a  low  voice.  Pythagoras 
iviihed  them  to  be  faid  aloud,  that  nothing  might  be  ajked 
vrbich  could  excite  a  blufli  ^.  And  in  fad,  what  rule  can  be 
more  excellent  than  that  we  fhould  hold  converfe  with  the 
gods  as  if  in  prefence  of  men,  and  with  men,  as  if  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  the  gods  ? 

At  public  folemnities,  the  Athenians  prefer  in  common 
their  vows  for  the  profpcrity  of  the  ftate,  and  of  their  al- 
lies ^  ;  fometimes  fot  the  prcfervation  of  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  and  the  return  of  rain,  or  of  fine  weather  ;  fometimes 
to  be  delivered  from  pellilence  and  famine  ?• 

The  religious  ceremonies  of  the  Athenians  frequently  aiford 
a  beautiful  and  moil  awful  fpeâacle*  The  fpace  before  the 
temple,  and  thf  porticos  that  furround  it,  are  full  of  people. 
The  priefts  advance  under  the  vcflibule  near  the  altar.  After 
the  officiating  prieft  has  faid,  in  a  fonorous  voice,  **  Let  us 
make  libations,  and  let  us  pray  *»,"  one  of  the  fubordinate 
minifters,  in  order  to  obtain  from  the  congregation  a  -  declara- 
tion of  their  devout  difpofitions,'  demands  :  "  Who  are  they 
who  compofe  this  aifembly  ?"  **  Honeil  people,*'  reply  they, 
all  in  concert*  "  Be  filent  then,"  adds  he.  Prayers  adapted  to 
the  occafion  are  then  recited,  and  prefently  the  facred  hymns 
are  chanted  by  chorufes  of  youths*  Their  voices  are  fo  har- 
monious, and  fo  well  feconded  by  the  art  of  the  poet,  atten- 
tive to  feleâ  moving  fubjeâs,  as  to  draw  tears  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  audience  K  But  the  religious  mufic  is  in  general 
lively,  and  more  proper  to  infpire  joy  than  forrow.  Such  is 
the  impreffion  made  on  us  at  the  feftivals   of  Bacchus,  when 


d  Homer.  Iliad.  9.  ▼.  564.  Schol. 
ibid.  Cicer.  Tufcul.  lib.  i.  cap.  aj.  t. 
iii  p.  a97. 

«  Clem.  Alei.  Strom,  lib.  4.  p.  641. 

f  Theopomp.  ap.  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in 
^y.  V.  881.  Liv.  lib.  31.  cap.  44, 


K  Eurip.  in  Supplie,  v.  28.  Prod,  in 
Tim.  lib.  2.  p.  65.  Thorn.  Gale.  not.  lu 
Jamblic.  Myfter.  p.  383. 

I»  AriQoph.  in  Pac.  v.  434' et  965. 

i  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  800. 
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ftfter  one  of  the  minifters  has  faid  aloud,  **  lavoke  the  god;" 
every  perfon  îmmediatelj  joios  in  a  hymn  begiooing  with 
theTe  words  :  *<  O  foa  of  Semele  ^  I  O  Bacchus,  difpeofer  of 
riches  !" 

ladividaak  wearj  heaven  by  ridiculous  prayers,  perfecut* 
ing  the  gods  to  grant  them  every  thing  that  may  contribute 
to  their  ambition  or  their  pleafares.  Thefe  prayers  are  con- 
fidered  as  blafphemy  by  fome  philofophers  ^  who,  perfuadcd 
that  men  are  not  capable  of  difocroing  what  is  rtally  for  their 
advantage,  would  wi(h  them  to  place  their  fole  reliance  on  the 
bounty  of  the  gods,  or,  at  Icaft,  never  to  addrefs  them  bot 
in  that  kind  of  formularly  handed  down  to  us  in  the  writings 
of  an  ancient  poet  :  *'  O  !  thou  who  art  the  king  of  heaven, 
grant  us  what  is  ufeful  to  us,  whether  we  aik  it,  or  whether 
we  afk  it  not  !  Refufe  us  what  would  be  hurtful  to  us,  even 
fliould  we  aik  it  "^  !" 

Formerly  facrifices  to  the  gods  were  confined  to  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  ',  and  we  ftill  fee  in  Greece  feveral  altars  oa 
which  it  is  forbidden  to  immolate  any  viâitns  ^.  Bloody 
facrifices  were  with  difficulty  introduced.  Man  felt  a  natural 
horror  at  plunging  the  fteel  into  the  breaft  of  an  animal  def- 
tined  to  the  plough,  and  become  the  companion  of  his  la* 
boors  P  :  it  was  prohibited  under  pain  of  death  ^  by  an  ex. 
prefs  law  ^  and  univer(al  praflice  induced  him  to  abfiain  from 
the  flefh  of  animals  **•  The  refpeâ  long  entertained  for  an- 
cient traditions,  is  evinced  by  a  ceremony  repeated  every 
year. 

At  a  feftival  confecrated  to  Jupiter,  offerings  are  placed  on 
so  altar,  near  to  which  feveral  oxen  are  made  to  pafis,  and 
the  ox  that  touches  thefe  ofiFerings  is  to  be  the  dcftioed  viâim. 


k  Schol.  Ariftoph  in  Ran.  ▼.  484. 
1  Plat,  in  Alcib.  1.  t.  li.  p.  149. 
"»  Id.  ibid,  p  143. 
*>  Porphyr.  de  Abfiin.  lib.   %.  {  6. 
Itc. 
^  Faofan.  lib.  x.  cap.  a6.  p.  62.  Id. 


lib.  8.  cap.  1.  p.  6to  i  cap.  4%.  p.  6SS. 

P  -ffilian.    Var.  Hiftor.  lib.  5.  cap. 
14. 

•*  Var.  de  Re  Rufttc  lib.  ».  cap.  5. 

''  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p,  782. 
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Water  is  then  brought  in  vaCet  1>y  young  daiufels  ;  and  the 
mioifters  of  the  god  bear  the  inftroment  of  facriiice.  Scarce- 
]j  has  the  flaughterer  ftruck  the  blow  before  he  drops  the  axe 
and  takes  to  flight.  Mean  while  his  companions  tafte  of  the 
▼iâim,  fow  up  the  hide*  ftuff  it  with  bay,  fafien  this  fhape- 
lefs  figure  to  a  plough,  and  then  go  to  juftifj  thcmfelves  be- 
fore judges,  to  whofe  tribunal  they  are  fummoned.  The 
girls  who  have  furniflicd  the  water  to  ffaarpen  the  inftruments, 
throw  the  Uame  on  thofe  who  have  aâually  whetted  them  ; 
the  latter,  on  the  perfon^  who  have  flaughtered  the  viôim  ; 
and  thefe  again,  on  the  inftruments,  which  are  condemned  as 
the  perpetrators  of  the  murder,  and  caft  into  the  fea  *• 

This  myfterions  ceremony  is  of  the  higheft  antiquity,  and 
perpetuates  the  mempry  of  an  event  that  occurred  in  the 
time  of  £reohtheus.  A  hnfband  man  having  placed  his  of- 
fering on  the  altar,  killed  an  ox  which  bad  devoured  part  of 
it.  He  fled,  and  a  criminal  profecution  Was  inftituted  againll 
the  axe  '. 

When  the  fruits  of  the  earth  were  the  only  food  of  men, 
care  was  taken  to  reierve  a  certain,  portion  for  the  gods.  The 
fame  praâice  was  continued  when  they  began  to  feed  upon  the 
flefl)  of  animals }  and  hence  poffibly  the  origin  of  fanguinary 
facrifices»  which,  in  faâ,  are  only  repafls  oflfered  to  the  gods, 
and  of  which  thofe  who  are  prefent  are  invited  to  partake. 

An  acquaintance  with  a  multitude  of  praâices  and  cere- 
monies conftitutes  all  the  fcience  of  the  prieits.  Sometimea 
water  is  to  be  poured  on  the  altar  or  the  head  of  the  viâims  ; 
foroetimes  hcoey  or  oil  "•  But  in  general  they  are  fprinkled 
with  wine;  and  then  the  wood  of  the  fig-tree,  the- myrtle,  or 
the  vine,  are  burnt  upon  the  altar  ^.  Nor  is  lefs  attention 
necefiary  in  the  choice  of  the  vidtim,  which  muft  be  without 


'  Paufan.  lib.   Z.   cap.  24.   p.    57. 
JEYiw   Var.  Hift  lib.  8.  cap.  3.     Por- 
phyr.  de  Abftiir  lib.  2.  ^  29.  p.  I54. 
"   ^  Paufaa.  ibid.  cap.  a 8.  p.  70. 


"  Porphyr.  de  Abftin.  lib;  2k  {  SO 
p.  138. 


^  Suid.  in  Nnfa^.. 
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«  blemifli,  and  have  no  defeâ  or  dtforder  r.  All  animals  like- 
vile  are  not  equally  proper  for  facrifice.  At  firft,  none  ^-ere 
offered  ap  but  fuch  as  ferved  for  food,  as  the  ox,  the  flieep,  the 
•foat|  the  bog,  &c.  *.  Afte reward  horfes  were  facrificed  to  the 
inn,  ftags  to  Diana,  and  -dogs  to  Hecate.  Each  country,  each 
-temple,  has  its  particular  ufaget.  The  averfion  and  predilec- 
tion of  the  gods  are  «qoallj  fatal  lo  tbe  aoiipals  x:onfecrated 
to  their  worfltip. 

But  y^'hy  fiiould  a  cake,  made  with  barlej-meal  and  fmlt  *, 
be  placed  on  the  head  of  the  viâim*?  Why  fhould  the  hair 
4)e  plucked  from  its  forehead,  and  thrown  into  the  fire:  ^  ? 
Whj^fliould  the  thighs  be  burned  with  cloven  wood  *  ? 

When  I  prefled  the  miniflers  of  the  temples  to  explain  to 
fne  thefe  rites»  they  gave  me  the  fame  anfwer  as  a  prieft  o£ 
Thebes,  of  whom  I  had  inquired  why  the  Beeotians  offered 
•eels  to  the  gods.  **  We  obferve,'*  faid  he,  **  the  cuftoms  of 
our  forefathers,  without  thinking  ourfelvea  obliged  to  give  a 
reafon  for  them  to  every  ftranger**." 

The  viftim  is  ihared  between  fbe  gods,  the  priefts,  and 
thofe  who  have  prefented  it.  The  portion  of  the  deities  is 
confumed  by  fire  ;  that  of  the  priefts  conditutes  part  of  their 
revenue,  and  the  third  ferves  as  a  pretext  to  the  perfons  who 
jreceive  it,  to  give  an  entertainment  to  their  friends  ^.  Some 
there  are  ^vho,  wifliing  to  make  -a  parade  of  their  opulence, 
ftrive  to  diilinguifli  themfelves  by  pompous  facrifices.  I  have 
^een  individuab  who,  after  immolating  an  ox,  decorated  the 
fore  part  of  its  head  with  flowers  and  ribbons,  and  had  it  fuf- 
pended  at  their  doors  ^»  As  the  facrifice  of  the  ox  is  in  the 
higheft  eflnnation,  little  cakes  in  the  (hape  of  that  animal  are 


y  Homer.  Itiad.  lib.  i.  v,66,  Schol. 
n>id.  AriÛot.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  15.  cap. 
5.  p.  674.     Plut,  de  Orac.  Dcf.  t.  ii. 

''  6uu\  in  Qufn.     Homer.  Iliad,  et 
Odyff.  paffim. 
*^ùcrv.  ad-  Virgil.  JEAclé.  lib.  a.  v.  133, 


b  Homer  Odyff  Ub.  3.T.  446.  Eo- 
rip  in  £leâr  v.  8i«. 

^  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  I.  ▼.  46s. 
^  Athcn.  lib.  7.  cap.  13.  297. 
^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  2.  p.  74^. 
^  Tbecpihr.  Charaâ.  cap.  ,21. 
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xnâde  for  the  poor  ;  and  the  priefts  are  obliged  to  content 
themfelves  with  this  offering  ^« 

So  imperious  is  the  fway  with  which  fuperftition  rules  thc^ 
mind,  that  it  renders  even  the  mildeft  people  en  earth  feroci* 
ous.  Human  facrifices  were  formerly  not  unfrequent  among 
the  Greeks  ^.  They  were  common  in  almod  every  nation, 
and  in  fome  the  praâice  is  continued  to  this  day  ^  ;  but  it  is 
impoffible  that  it  ihould  long  fubfift,  for  abfurd  and  ufdefs 
cruelties  mud  fooner  or  later  yield  to  nature  and  to  reafon. 
The  blind  confidence  which  man  places  in  the  external  aâs  of 
religion,  has  eftablifhed  a  more  lading  err  pire.  The  unjuft^ 
nay,  the  worft  of  villains,  dare  to  flatter  themfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  corrupting  the  gods  by  |.refents,  and  of  deceiving 
them  by  the  pntward  fliow  of  piety  ^,  In  vain  do  philofo*- 
phers  declaim  againft  fo  dangerous  an  error,  which  will  ever 
be  cheriihed  by  the  bulk  of  mankind,  becaufe  it  will  always 
be  eafier  to  furnifb  vi£lims  than  to  be  virtuous. 

The  Athenians  once  complained  to  the 'oracle  of  Ammon^ 
that  the  gods  had  declared  in  favour  of  the  Lacedaemonians, 
who  offered  to  them  only  a  fmall  number  of  victims,  and 
thofe  meagre  and  mutilated.  The  oracle  replied,  that  sot  all 
the  facrifices  of  the  Greeks  were  equal  in  worth  to  the  hum- 
ble and  modeft  prayer  in  which  the  Lacedamonians  are  con- 
tented with  aiking  the  only  real  bleffings  of  the  gods  '.  This 
oracle  of  Jupiter  reminds  me  of  another  which  reflefts  no  lefs 
honour  on  that  of  Apollo.  A  rich  Tbeffalian  being  at  Del* 
phi,  offered  up,  with  all  the  parade  of  often  ta  tion,  an  hun- 
dred oxen  with  gilded  horns.  At  the  fame  inftant,  a  poor  ci- 
tizen of  Hermione  drawing  a  handful  of  flour  from  his  wal- 
let, threw  it  into  the  flame  burning  on  the  altar.    Tnc  Pyt'iia 


g  Suid.  in  B5r  -f/îî.  I       I  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p  7B2. 

h  Clem.  Alex.  Cohort,  ad  Gent.  t.  |       k  Id.  ibid.   lib.  10.   p.  885,   905  ck 

i.  p.  36.     Porphyr.  de  Abftin.  lib.  %.  j  906. 
J  i4.  p.  157»  ^c»                                     I       '  ^^^'  ^^^'  *•  ^-  "•  P-  ^^^ 
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declared  that  this  man's  worfliip  was  more  acceptable  to  the 
gods  than  that  of  the  Theffalian  ^. 

As  water  purifies  the  bodj,  it  was  imagined  from  analogy 
capable  alfo  of  purifjing  the  foul  ;  and  this  effeâ  it  was  fup« 
pofed  to  operate  in  two  ways,  either  bj  freeing  it  from  its 
pollutions,  or  bj  difpofiog  it  to  contraô  none.  Hence  two 
forts  of  luftration,  the  one  expiatory,  the  other  preparatoiy. 
By  the  former,  the  clemency  of  the  gods  is  implored  ;  and 
by  the  latter,  their  aiBftance, 

Care  is  taken  to  purify  children  immediately  after  their 
birth  ^  ;  as  alfo  thofe  who  enter  the  temples  ^  ;  fuch  ts  hare 
committed  homicide,  even  though  involuntary  ^  $  perfons  a£- 
fliâed  with  certain  diforders,  confidered  as  figos  of  the  anger 
of  heaven,  fuch  as  the  plague  ^,  phrenzy  ',-  fiicc.  ;  and  all, 
in  ihort,  who  wi(h  to  render  themfelves  acceptable  to  the 
gods. 

This  ceremony  has  inlenfiblj  been  applied  to  temples,  al« 
tars,  and  all  places  fuppofed  to  be  honoured  by  the  prefeoce 
of  the  Deity  ;  to  cities,  fireets,  houfes,  fields  ;  to  every  place 
either  profaned  by  crimes,  or  which  it  is  wiflied  ihotold  be 
particularly  favoured  by  heaven  *. 

Every  year  the  citj  of  Athens  is  purified,  on  the  6th  of 
the  month  Thargelion  ^  As  often  as  the  anger  of  heaven  is 
manifeiled  again  ft  it  by  pefiilence  or  famine,  a  ceremony  is 
had  recourfe  to,  which  is  fuppofed  to  divert  the  calamity  on 
a  man  and  woman  of  the  lower  clalTes  of  the  people,  main- 
tained by  the  flate,  to  become,  when  needful,  expiatory  vic- 
tims, each  in  the  name  of  their  rtfpeâive  fexes.  Thefe  are 
led  in  procefiion  through  the  fireets,  to  the  found  of  infiru- 
ments  ;  and,  after  x'eceiving  a  few  ftripes,  are  driven  out  of 


^  "Porphyr.  d«  Ab£Uo.  lib.  l. 

"  Suid.  et  Harpocr.  in  'A^f<)(. 

°  Euriptd.  in  Ion.  ▼.  95. 

P  DcmQÛb.  in  Ariftocr.  p.  736. 


J  15. 


^  Laert.  in  Epim.Ub.  I.  §  iro. 
''  Ariftoph.  in  Vefp.  t«  118.    Scbol. 
ijMd. 

*  Lomey.  de  Laftr. 

t  Diog.Laen.lib.  a.{44^ 
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the  citj*  Formerly  thej  were  committed  to  the  flames,  and 
their  afhes  fcattered  in  the  wind  ^« 

Though  fca  water  be  the  beft  fuited  to  purifications  *,  what 
is  called  lufiral  water  is  generally  ufed.  This  is  commoa 
^Ti^ater,  in  which  a  burning  firebrand,  taken  from  the  altar  at 
the  facrifice  of  a  viâim,  has  been  dipped  y. ,  The  veflels  that 
are  in  the  vestibules  of  tbe  temples»  in  the  places  where  the 
general  afi*embl7  is  held,  and  round  the  cofRns  in  which  dead 
bodies  are  expofed  to  the  fight  of  pafiTeiigerSy  are  filled  with 
this  water  *. 

As  metals  are  purified  by  fire  ;  as  fait  and  nitre  wa{h  away 
filch,  and  preferve  bodies,  and  fmoke  and  agreeable  odours 
are  a  fecurity  againft  the  corruption  of  unwholefome  air,  it 
has  gradually  been  conceived  that  thefe  and  other  expedients 
might  be  employed  in  the  diiTerent  luft rations.  Hence  it  is, 
that  a  fecret  virtue  is  afcribed  to  the  incenfe  burnt  in  tern* 
pies  *,  and  to  the  flowers  ufed  to  crown  thofe  who  facriflce. 
Hence  likewife  is  it  that  a  houfe  is  fuppofed  to  recover  its 
purity  by  the  fmoke  of  fuiphur,  and  by  the  fprinkling  of  a 
ivater  impregnated  with  a  few  grains  of  fait  ^.  On  certain 
occafions,  it  is  deemed  fufficient  to  turn  round  a  fire  ^,  or  to 
fee  a  little  dog,  or  other  animal,  pafs  round  their  perfons  ^* 
In  the  luftration  of  cities,  the  viâims  intended  for  lacrifice 
are  led  along  the  walls  ^. 

The  rites  differ,  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  impoKance 
of  the  objeâ,  and  the  different  degrees  of  fuperflidon.  Soma 
hold  it  cflential  to  plunge  into  a  river  ;  others,  that  it  is  only 
neceifary  feven  times  to  immerfe  the  head  :  but  in  general 
they  are  contented  with  dipping  their  hands  in  luftral  water. 


"  Anftopb.  io  Equit.  v.li^s.  SchoL 
ibid.  Id.  in  Ran.  ▼.  745.  Schol.  ibid. 
Hellad.  ap.  Phot.  p.  15 90.  Meurf. 
Grace.  Fcr.  in  Thargel. 

*  Eurip.  Iph.  in  Taur.  ▼.  1 193. 
Euftach.  in  Iliad,  lib  i.  p.  108. 

y  Eurip.  Here.  For.  t.  9x8.  Athen. 
lib.  9.  cap.  18.  p.  499. 


2  Cafaub.  in  Tbeophr.  Chajraâ*  ca^ 
16.  p  ia6.  \ 

^  Plant.  Amphitr.  aâ.  2.  Icen.  %.  v. 
107. 

b  Theocr.  idyl.  24.  ▼.  94. 

^  H&rpocr.  in  *AfA^ilf, 

d  Lomey.  de  Luftr.  cap.  13. 

^  Achcn.  lib.  14.  cap.  ^.  p.  6%6^ 
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or  with  having  it  fprinkled  over  them  by  a  prieft,  wbo  is 
always  in  waiting  for  that  purpof^^  at  the  gate  of  the  temple  ^. 

Each  individual  may  offer  facrifices  on  an  altar  placed  at 
the  door  of  his  houfe,  or  in  a  private  chapel  ^.  There  have 
I  often  feen  a  virtuous  father,  furrounded  by  his  children, 
joining  in  the  worihip  of  the  fame  god,  and  forming  vows 
di6lated  by  afieâion,  and  \yorthy  of  the  attention  of  the  di- 
vinity. The  funâions  of  this  kind  of  prieflhood  being  li- 
mited to  a  fingle  family,  it  became  necefiary  to  appoint  mi- 
niilers  for  public  worihip. 

In  no  city  are  there  fo  many  priefls  and  priefteiTes  to  be 
found  as  at  Athens,  as  there  is  alfo  none  where  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  temples  are  e reeled  to  the  gods,  or  in  which  fo  many 
feftivals  are  celebrated  K 

In  the  country  towns  of  Attica,  and  every  other  part  of 
Greece,  a  fingle  pried  only  is  required  to  ofEciate  in  a  temple. 
In  confiderable  cities,  the  duties  of  the  priefthood  are  (bared 
among  feveral  perfons,  who  form  a  fort  of  community,  at  the 
head  of  which  is  the  miniiler  of  the  god,  who  fometimes 
bears  the  title  of  high  prielh  Under  him  are  the  Neocoros, 
whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  fuperintend  the  decotation  and  cleaoli- 
ncfs  of  the  facred  places  *,  and  to  fprinklc  holy  water  on  the 
perfons  who  yific  the  temple  ^  ;  facrificing  priefls,  who  flaugb- 
ter  tlie  viftimsj  foolhfayers,  who  confult  the  entrails;  heralds, 
who  adjud  the  ceremonies,  and  difmifs  the  aflembly  *.  In 
fomie  places,  the  name  of  father  is  beftowed  on  the  chief  of 
the  priefls,  and  that  of  mother  on  the  principal  of  the  priefi- 
cffes  "^. 

Funûions  of  inferior  fanftity,  and  relative  to  the  fervice 
of  the  temple,  are  intruded  to  lay  officers.     Some  are  ap- 


f  Hcfych,  in  *T)^.     Lcmcy.   de 
Luftr.  p.  12e. 

S  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  910. 
b  Xcnopb.  dc  Rep,  Athcn.  p.  7C0. 
i  Suid.  in  Nimk. 


k  Mem.  de  l*Acad.  dea  BeU.  Lctcr. 
t.  i.  p.  61* 

Ï  Pott.  Archzolog.  lib.  a.  cap,  3. 

°^  Mem.  de  I' Acad,  des  Bell.  Lett:. 
t.  uiit.  p.  411. 
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jiotated  to  be  guardians  of  the  treaCur j  ;  and  others  to  affilt 
as  witnefies  and  infpeâors  at  folemn  facrifices  ^. 

The  priefts  o£5ciate  in  rich  veftments*  on  which  are  in* 
fcribed,  in  golden  letters,  the  names  of  the  benefa^ors  to  the 
temple^.  This  magnificence  derives  additional  fplendour  from 
their  perfonal  beautj,  their  majeftic  deportment,  the  fono- 
ronfnefs  of  their  voices,  and,  above  all,  from  the  attributes  of 
the  deitj  whofe  minifters  tbej  arc.  Thus  the  prieftefs  of 
Ceres  appears  crowned  with  poppies  and  ears  of  corn  p  ;  the 
prieftefs  of  Minerva,  with  the  aegis,  the  cuirafs,  and  a  hel- 
met crcifted  with  tufts  of  feathers  *^. 

The  priefthood  is  in  manj  inftances  annexed  to  ancient  and 
powerful  families,  and  tranfmitted  from  father  to  fon  '• 

In  others  it  is  conferred  bj  the  people  ^  ;  but  in  no  cafe 
can  this  office  be  filled  without  a  previous  examination  both 
of  the  perfon  and  morals  of  the  candidate.  It  is  requifite  for 
the  new  priefl  to  have  no  |)erfonal  deformitj  S  and  that  his 
conduâ  (hould  have  been  at  all  times  irreproachable  ".  With 
refpeâ  to  knowledge,  it  is  enough  if  he  is  verfed  in  the  ri. 
taal  of  the  temple  to  which  he  is  appointed  \  if  he  is  able  to 
perform  the  ceremonies  with  decency,  and  to  difcriminate  be- 
tween the  different  fpecies  of  prajers  and  worlhip  to  be  ad- 
drefTed  to  the  gods  ^. 

Some  temples  are  feryed  by  prieftefTes,  as  that  of  Bacchus 
in  the  quarter  of  the  marihes*  They  are  fourteen  in  number, 
and  appointed  by  the  king-archon  ^.     Stria  continence  is  re- 


"  Pfcit.  âe  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  759. 
AriHot  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  cap.  8.  t.  ii.  p. 
413.  Demofth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  C^^o. 
Ulp.  in  Demofth.  p.  686.  i£fcbtD.  id 
Timarch.  p.  276 

^  Lib.  in  Demofth.  Orat.  «dv.  Arif- 
tog.  p.  84J. 

P  Call.  Hfnm.  in  Cerer.  ▼.  45. 
Spaoh.  ib.  t.  iL  p.  694.  Heliod.  Al- 
thiop.  lib.  3.  p.  J 34.  Plut,  iu  X.  Rbet. 
t.ii.p.843. 

Votl.  G  g 


'I  P6\yxh.  lib.  8.  cap.  59. 

^  Plat,  de  Leg.  ibid.  Plat.  ibid. 
Hefych.  Harpncr.  et  Suid.  in  K«v<7. 

*  Deniofth.  £xord.  Cone.  p.  239. 

t  Etymol.  MagB.  ia  'Apk, 

"  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  759. 
i£fchin  in  Timarch.  p.  263. 

^  Plate.  Po.itic.  t.  ii.  p,  290. 

y  Harpocr.  Hefych.  et  Etymol, 
Magnrin  n«««      Poll.  lib.  8.  j  108.' 
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quired  from  them.  The  wife  of  this  archoa,  ftjkd  the  queeav 
Initiates  them  into  the  myfteries,  of  which  they  are  the  guar» 
dians,  and  oblige*  them,  previous  to  being  received,  to  take 
an  oath,  bjr  which  thej  folemnly  affirm  that  they  have  always 
lived  in  the  greateft  purky,  and  fpotlefs  from  all  intercoarle 
with  man  *. 

The  revenues  affigned  for  the  maintenance  of  the  priefis 
tfnd  tetnpfes  are  derived  from  different  fonrces  *•  A  tenth 
part  of  all  penalties  and  confifcations  is  always  dedoded  for 
Minerva,  and  a  fiftieth  for  the  other  deities  ^.  A  tenth  of  all 
the  fpoils  taken  from  the  enemy  is  likewife  confecrated  to  the 
gods  ^.  In  each  temple,  two  officers,  known  by  the  name  of 
Parafites,  have  the  right  of  exaâing  a  meafare  of  barley 
from  the  different  landholders  of  the  diftrîô  ^  :  in  a  word, 
there  are  few  temples  which  do  not  poiTefs  honfes  and  eftates  ^. 

Thefe  revenues,  to  which  may  be  added  the  oiFerings  of 
individuals,  are  under  the  direôion  of  the  treafurers  of  the 
temple  ''•  They  are  employed  for  the  reparation  and  decora^ 
tions  of  the  holy  places,  for  the  expences  incurred  by  the  &u 
crific^s,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  priefts,  who  almoft  all 
have  falaries^,  are  provided  with  lodging,  and  entitled  to 
certain  perquifites  from  every  viâim.  Some  poffefii  a  more 
confiderable  revenue,  as  the  prieftefs  of  Minerva,  to  whom  a 
meafure  of  wheat,  another  of  barley,  and  an  obolus,  muft  be 
prefented  as  often  as  any  perfon  dies,  or  a  birth  takes  place 
in  the  family  **. 

B(  fides  thefe  advantages,  the  priefts  bave  an  intereft  in 
maintaining  the  right  of  afylum,  granted  not  only  to  the 
temples,  but  to  the  facred  groves  In  which  they  ftand,  and  to 


«  Demofih.  in  Ncacr.  p.  873. 

*  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Beil.  Letcr. 
t.  zviii.  p.  66. 

b  DemolUt  id  Timocr.  p.  79 1.  Xe- 
ftoph.   Hift.  GriEc.  hb.  x.  p.  449* 

<^  Deonodh.  ibid.  Sophocl.  Tnch. 
T.  1S6.     Hiirpocr.  in  AuMir. 

d  Craccsj  ap.  AU^co.  lib.  6.  cap.  6. 


^  PUl  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  p.  759.  Har. 
pocr.  in  Av«  ^ir^.  Manflu.  ibid. 
Taylor,  in  Marmor.  Sand.  p.  64. 
Chandler,  Infcrip.  part  s.  p.  75. 

<  Ariftot.  Politic*  lib.  6.  atf,  8.  p. 
433.    Chaodl.  Infcript.  not.  p.  zr.  && 

^  .£fcbin.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  430. 

b  Arifiat.  GBcoo.  lib.  a.  t.  ikp.503. 
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the  houfes  and  cbaples  within  their  precinâs  K  A  criminal 
cannot  be  torn  from  thence,  nor  even  preventec^  from  receiv- 
ing his  fobfiftehce.  This  privilege,  as  oSenfive  to  the  gods 
as  it  is  convenient  to  their  minifters,  extends  even  to  detach- 
ed altars  ^. 

In  Egypt  thb  priefts  form  the  firft  clafs  of  the  (late,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  contribute  to  its  neceffities,  though  the 
third  part  of  the  landed  property  be  fet  apart  for  their  main- 
tenance. The  purity  of  their  manners,  and  the  aufterity  of 
their  lives,  fecnre  them  the  confidence  of  the  people  ;  and 
their  knowledge  that  of  the  fovereign^  whofe  council  they 
compofe,  and  who  muft  be  either  taken  from  their  body,  or 
have  become  a  member  of  it  before  he  afcends  the  throne  >• 
Interpreters  as  they  are  of  the  will  of  the  gods,  and  difpofers 
of  that  of  men,  exclufive  guardians  of  the  fciences,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  the  fecrets  of  medicine  ">,  the  power  they  enjoy  is 
boundlefs,  fince  the  prejudices  and  weakneffes  of  men  are  un« 
Aer  their  ablblute  direftiodé 

Thofe  of  Greece  have  obtained  honours  ;  fuch  as  diftiu'* 
guiihed  places  at  the  theatres  °.  All  might,  if  they  cUbfe, 
confine  tfaemfelves  to  the  fnndions  of  their  facred  miniftry, 
and  fpend  their  days  in  pleafing  indolence  ^  ;  but  many  of 
tbem,  anxious  to  merit  by  their  zeal  the  refpeâ  due  to  their 
charafter,  have  filled  the  moft  important  and  burdenfome 
offices  of  the  republic,  and  ferved  it  in  armies,  and  in  em- 
baifies  p.  i 

They  form  no  feparate  and  independent  body  %  nor  is  there 
any  common  intereft  between  the  minifiek-s  of  different  tcm-* 


i  Thncfd.  lib.  i.  cap.  laS  et  134. 
Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  374.  Tadt.  Anoal. 
fib.  4.  cap.  14.   ' 

>^  Thncyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  i%6. 

■  Plat,  in  Politic,  t.  il.  p.  aço.  Diod. 
Sictib.  X.  p.  66.  Plat,  de  Ifid.  et 
Ofir.  t.ii..p.  354.  . 

a  Ckm.  Aki.  Strom*  lib.  6.  p.  758; 
Ltert  lib.  3.  ^  6.  •      - 


"  Chandl.  Infcrip.  part  a.  p.  73.» 
Scbol.  in  Ariftoph.  io  Rao.  v.  ^99. 

^  Ifocr.  de  Pcrmoc.  t.ii.p.410. 

P  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  8;.  Plot» 
in  Ariûid.  p.  311.  Xeaoph.  Hifi. 
Gr«c.  p.  590.    Demofth.  in  Neaer.  p. 

<i  Mtn.  de  r Acad,  dct  Bell,  Lcttr. 
t«  sriii.  p.  74* 
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fies  ;  ftnd  in  caofes  which  perfoBftllj  refpeft  tbem  they  are 
amenable  to  the  ordinary  tribunals. 

The  nine  archona,  or  fupreme  magiftrates,  watch  over  the 
public  worihipi  and  are  always  at  the  head  of  religious  cere- 
monies. The  office  <rf  the  fécond,  known  by  the  name  of 
king,  is  to  profecute  for  all  offences  againft  religion,  to  pre- 
fide  at  the  public  facrificest  and  decide  all  contefts  between 
the  facerdotal  families^  on  the  fubjeû  of  any  vacant  priefi- 
hood  ^.  The  priefts  may  indeed  direA  the  facrifices  of  in* 
dividuals  ;  but  if  in  thefe  aâs  of  piety  they  happen  to  tranf* 
grefs  the  eftabliflied  laws,  they  cannot  efcape  the  vigilance  of 
the  magiftrates.  In  our  time  we  hare  feein  the  high  prieft  of 
Ceres  punilhedi  by  order  of  government,  for  having  violated 
thefe  laws  in  articles  apparently  of  no  importante  *. 

Next  to  the  priefts^  we  maft  place  thofe  interpreter»  wbcfe 
prolefllon  is  held  in  honour  by  the  ftate,  and  who  are  main- 
tained by  it  in  the^  prytanenm  ^.  They  read  fntvriry  in  the 
flight  of  birds,  and  in  the  entrails  of  viâims.  They  accom- 
pany the  armies  ;  and  oo  their  decifion  not  onfircqueotly  de* 
pend  revolutions  in  governments,  and  the  operations  of  a 
campaign.  They  are  found  in  every  part  of  Greece,  but  the 
mod  celebrated  are  thofe  of  Elis.  Thore,.  for  many  centuries 
pnft,  two  or  three  families  have  tranfinitted  from  father  to 
fon  the  art  of  prediâing  events,  and  of  averting  or  fafpead- 
iég  the  calamities  incident  to  mortals.  Sometimes  their  ao« 
fwers  are  offered  to  fale  to  the  beft  bidders  ". 

The  foothfayets  extend  their  miniAry  ftill  fanher,  and  take 
confciences  under  their  gutdanoe..  They  are  coaittlted  to 
know  whether  certain  aâions  are  or  ace  not  cohformable  to 
|jie  divine  law  ^*  '  Some  I  have  feen  carry  their  fanaticifm 
eve^   to  gloomy  feverity,  aod  who,  efteeming  themfelves  the 


^  Pkt.  io  Politic,  t.  ii.  p.  190.  Poll 
lib.  8.  cap.  9.  ^  90.     Sigon. 

<  Demoflh.  ii.  Ne«r;^.  83o. 

t  Ariflobh.  in  Pac.  v.  1084.  Scbpl. 
ibi^. 


"  -H^rodot.  lib.  9^  cmf.  sj.  EaaT. 
lib.  3.  cap.  IX.  p.  aj»!  Ub.  4.cap.  15* 
P  3i 9  ;  lib.  6.  c»p.  a.  p.  454.  Cictr. 
de  DiVinat.  lib  I.  cap.  41.  t.  iii.  p.  34* 

'  Pkt.  in  Eatyphr.  u  I  p.  4. 
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gaardiaos  of  the  facred  ordinances  of  heaven»  would  have 
profecuted  their  father  to  death,  were  he  guilty  of  a  mur« 
dcr  y. 

About  two  or  three  centuries  ago,  certain  men  appeared^ 
-who,  without  having  received  anj  authority  from  the  go- 
"veroment,  fet  themfelves  up  as  interpreters  of  the  will  of  the 
gods,  and  cherUbed  among  the  people  a  credulity  they  either 
did,  or  aSeâed  to  poflefs,  wandering  from  country  to  coun- 
try, menacing  all  nations  with  the  wrath  of  heaven,  invent- 
ing and  teaching  new  rites  to  appeafe  it,  and  rendering  men 
morjB  weak  and  unhappy  than  they  are,  by  xiiiTeminating  ter^ 
ror  and  remorfe.  Some  owed  their  high  reputation  to  im- 
pofiure,  others  to  fuperior  knowledge  and  genius.  Among 
the  number  of  thefe  were  Abaris  of  Scythia,  Empcdocles  of 
Agrigentum,  and  Epimenides  of  Crete  \ 

The  impreffion  they  left  in  the  minds  of  men  has  perpe- 
tuated  the  reign  of  fuperftition.  The  people  imagine  they 
difcover  manifeft  tokens  of  the  will  of  the  gods,  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  places  ;  in  eclipfeS|  in  th%  noife  of  thunder,  in  the 
great  phenomena  of  nature,  and  in  the  moil  fortuitous  events. 
Dreams  *,  the  nnexpeaed  fight  of  certain  animals  ^,  a  con-^ 
vulfive  motion  of  the  eyelids  ^,  a  tingling  of  the  ears^,  fneez- 
ing  %  a  few  words  cafually  dropt,  and  a  variety  of  the  mod 
indifferent  natural  effeâs,  are  become,  in  their  idea,  fo  many 
fortunate  or  inaufpicious  omens.  Do  you  find  a  ferpent  in 
your  houie  ?  ereâ  an  altar  on  the  very  fpot  ^.  Do  you  fee  a 
kite  hovering  in  the  air  ?  drop  inftantly  upon  your  knees  f. 
Is  your  imagination  difturbed  by  uneafinefs  or  malady  ?  it  is 
Ëmpuisi  who  has  appeared  to  you  ;  it  is  a  phantom  fent  by 


y  Id.  ibid  p.  5. 

2  l.aert.  in  Kpim.  lib.  Z.  S  IC9. 
Brucb.  Hîft.  Phil.  t.  i.  p.  337. 

>  Homer.  Uiad.  lib.  I.  ▼.  63.  So- 
phoct.  ELâr.  V.  426 

I»  Thcophr.  Charaâ.  cap.  li. 


^  Theocit  Idyl.  3»  v.  37- 
<*  ^iian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  4.  cap.  17. 
^,  .riftoph.  in  At.  v.  721. 
f   rhcophr.  ibid.   Fercot.  in  Phorm, 
aâ.  4.  fcen.  4. 

K  Ariiloph.  in  Av.  t.  50J, 
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Hecate,  which  affames  all  forts  of  forms  in  order  to  torment 
the  wretched  **. 

In  all  thefe  circumfiances  recourfe  is  had  to  the  foothfaj- 
ers  and  interpreters  ^  ;  and  the  remedies  thej  prefcribe  are 
as  chimerical  as  the  imaginary  mifchiefs. 

Some  of  thefe  impoftors  infinuate  themfelves  into  opulent 
families,  and  avail  themfelves  of  the  prejudices  of  weak 
minds  K  They  pretend  to  poflefs  infallible  fccrets  to  en- 
chain the  power  of  evil  fpirits.  Their  promifes  hold  oat 
like  wife  three  advantages  extremely  alluring  to  the  rich,  and 
Tvhich  confift  in  fortifying  them  againft  remorfe,  avengirg 
them  of  their  enemies,  and  enfuring  the  continuance  of  their 
happinefs  beyond  the  grave.  The  prayers  and  expiations 
they  praâife  on  thefe  occafions  are  contained  in  ancient  rituals, 
which  bear  the  names  of  Orpheus  and  Mufœus  '• 

Women  of  the  dregs  of  the  populace  follow  the  fame  traf- 
fic "^,  and  go  from  houfe  to  honfe,  among  the  poorer  people, 
to  diftribute  a  kind  of  initiation,  in  which  they  fprinkle  wa- 
ter on  the  initiated,  rub  him  with  mud  and  bran,  clothe  him 
in  the  (kin  of  an  animal,  and  accopfipany  thefe  ceremonies 
with  formularies  read  out  of  their  ritual,  and  piercing  Ihrieks 
that  flrike  terror  and  awe  into  the  multitude. 

Enlightened  perfons,  though  exempt  in  general  from  thefe 
weakneiTes,  are  not  the  lefs  attached  to  the  other  ceremonies 
of  religion.  After  any  fortunate  event,  in  time  of  ficknefs, 
or  the  fmalled  danger,  at  the  recolieâîon  of  a  frightful  dream, 
they  fail  not  to  offer  facrifices,  and  often  build  chapels  in  their 
houfes,  which  .have  become  fo  numerous,  as  to  induce  pious 
philofophers  to  wifli  to  fee  them  all  fupprelTed,  and  that  indi- 
viduals might  offer  up  their  vows  to  heaven  onîy  in  the  tem- 
ples ".  • 


h  là  ia  Ran.  v.  295.  |       ^  Demofth.  deC^r.p.jiS.    I>serr. 

»  Thcophr.  Charaa.  cap.  16.  |   lib.  lo.  }  4.     • 

k  I'Ut.  dc  Rrp.  lib.  2.  p.  564.  !       °  ^1*'*  ^®  ^S-  ^*^'  I^'  P-  9®9- 
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But  how  is  it  pof&ble  to  reconcile  the  popular  confidence 
in  holy  ceremonies  with  the  ideas  entertained  of  the  fovereiga 
of  the  gods  ?  For  it  is  permitted  to  confider  Jupiter  as  an  u- 
furper,  who  expelled  his  father  from  the  throne  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  is  in  his  turn  to  be  one  daj  driven  from  it  by  his 
fon.  This  dodrine^  maintained  bj  the  feâ  of  the  pretended 
difciples  of  Orpheus  ^»  has  been  boldlj  adopted  by  Afchylus, 
jn  a  tragedy  frequently  reprefented  and  applauded  under  the 
fanâion  of  the  government  ^. 

I  have  already  obferved  that,  within  the  laft  century,  new 
gods  have  been  introduced  among  the  Athenians»  I  fliould 
add  that,  within  the  fame  period,  incredulity  has  made  equal 
progrefs.  No  fooncr  had  the  Greeks  received  the  light  of 
philofophy,  than  foroe  amongft  them,  aftoniibed  at  the  irre- 
gularities and  deformities  of  nature,  were  not  lefs  fo  at  per- 
ceiving  it  impoffible  to  find  a  folution  of  them,  in  the  fliape- 
lefs  fyftem  of  religion  they  had  hitherto  taken  for  their  guide. 
Doubts  fucceeded  toignorance,  and  generated  licentious  opi« 
nions,  embraced  with  avidity  by  youthful  minds  ^  :  but  their 
authors  became  objeâs  of  the  public  hatred.  The  people  al* 
leged  that  they  had  (baken  off  the  yoke  of  religion  only  to 
abandon  themfelves  to  their  paflions  with  lefs  rellraint  ^  ;  and 
the  government  believed  itfelf  called  upon  to  proceed  with 
fe verity  againd  them.  The  following  are  the  arguments  urged 
in  juftification  of  this  intolerance. 

Public  worfbip  being  prefcribed  by  one  of  the  fundamental 
laws  %  and  thence  clofely  conneâed  with  the  conilitution,  it 
is  innpoffible  to  attack  religion  without  endangering  that  con^ 
Aitution.  It  is  the  duty  therefore  of  the  magiftrates  to  main- 
tain it,  and  to  oppofe  all  innovations  vifibly  tending  to  its 
deftruftion.     They  neither  fubjed  to  cenfure  the  fabulous 


°  Procl.  in  Pitt.  1. 5.  p.  «91.  Mem.   I      ^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  10.  p.  886. 
de  TAcad.  den  Bell.  Leur.  t.  zxiii.  p.  |       ''  Id.  ibid. 
^6S'  I      '  Porpyhr.  de  Abflin.  lib,  4. -p.  38*, 
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hlftories  of  the  origin  of  the  gods,  nor  phtlofophical  opû 
nions  concerning  their  nature^  nor  even  indecent  pleafancries 
on  the  aftions  attributed  to  them  by  religion  :  but  they  pre* 
fecute  and  punifli  with  death  the  men  vvho  fpeak  or  write  a« 
gainft  their  exiftence  ;  who  contemptuoufly  break  their  H^- 
tues  ;  or  thofe,  in  fine»  who  violate  the  fecret  of  the  myftc* 
ries  avowed  and  proteâed  by  the  government. 

Thus»  while  the  external  aâa,  of  piety  are  left  to  the  régula^ 
tion  of  the  prieils,  and  the  magiftrates  poilels  the  authority 
ncceflary  to  maintain  religion»  poets  are  left  at  liberty  to 
frame  new  genealogies  for  the  gods%  and  philofophers  to 
difcufs  the  moil  delicate  queflions  concerning  the  eternity  of 
matter»  and  the  formation  of  the  uoiverfe  ",  provided  that, 
in  the  profecution  of  thefe  fubjeâs,  they  do  bnt  fteer  clear 
of  the  two  foUowing  rocks  ;    firit,  they  muft  be  careful  not 
to  approach  too  near  the  doârine  taught  in  the  myfteries  ^ 
and,    fecondly»  not  to  advance,  without  modification,  prin- 
ciples which  would  neceflarily  involve  the  downfal  of  a  wor- 
fliip  eftabliflied  from  time  immemorial.     In  both  thefe  cafes, 
they  are  profecuted  as  guilty  of  impiety* 

This  accufation  is  the  more  formidable  to  innocence»  as  it 
has  more  than  once  been  employed  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
enmity  and  revenge»  and  eafUy  enkindles  the  fury  of  a  peo* 
pie,  whofe  zeal  is  dill  more  cruel  than  that  of  their  piiefts  and 
magiftrates. 

Every  citizen  may  (land  forth  as  an  accufer,  and  lodge  an 
information  againft  the  culprit  before  the  fécond  of  the  ar- 
chons  ^»  who  carries  the  caufe  into  the  court  of  the  heliafise, 
one  of  the  chief  tribunals  of  Athens.  Sometimes  ths  charge 
is  made  in  the  aiTembly  of  the  people  y.  When  it  refpeâs 
the  myfieries  of  Ceres»  the  fenate  takes  cogniz:tnce  of  it,  un- 
lefs  the  accufed  choofes  to  bring  it  before  the  Eumolpidae  '  i 


t  HtTodot.  lib.  a.  cap.  156.   Jofeph. 
In  /Lipy^on,  lib.  4.  p.  491- 
u  Plat.  Ariftot.  &c. 
^  Foil  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  {  90. 


y  Andoc.  dc  Myû.  p.  ft.    Plut,  in 
Alcib.  t  i.  p.  200 

^  Dcrooil.  ir.  Androt.  p.  703. 
piaQ.p.7X$. 
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#or  this  facerdotal  family,  attached  from  the  earlieft  ages  to 
the  temple  of  that  goddefs,  ftill  retains  a  jorifdiâion,  coofin- 
c^d  in  its  ezercife  to  the  profanation  of  the  mTfteries,  but 
which  is  remarkably  fevere.  The  proceediogs  of  the  £u« 
inolpidœ  are  regulated  bj  oral  laws,  of  which  they  are  the 
interpreters,  and  which  deliver  over  the  criminal  not  only 
to  human  puniihment» .  but  to  the  vengeance  of  the  gods  *• 
But  he  rarely  ezpofes  bimfelf  to  the  rigour  of  this  tribu* 
nal. 

It  has  happened,  that  the  accufed  has  faved  his  life  by  dt^m 
daring  his  accomplices  ^  but  he  is  flill  rendered  incapable  of 
participating  in  facrifices,  fefiivals,  fpeâacles,  and  the  privi« 
}eges  of  the  other  citizens  ^.  This  mark  of  infamy  is  fome times 
accompanied  with  tremendous  ceremonies,  Thefe  are  im- 
precations which  the  priefls  of  the  different  temples  folemnly 
pronounce  by  order  of  the  magiltrates  ^.  Turning  towards 
the  wed,  and  {baking  their  purple  robes,  they  devote  to  the 
jofernal  deities  the  criminal  and  his  pofterity  ^.  From  that 
moment»  the  furies  are  fuppofed  to  take  poi&fiion  of  his  heart, 
and  never  to  relax  their  torments,  but  with  the  total  eztinc* 
f  Ion  of  his  race* 

The  facerdotal  family  of  the  Eumolpidse  difplay  more  zeal 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  myfteries  of  Geres,  than  is  mant-> 
fefted  by  the  other  priefls  in  favour  of  tlie  eilablimed  reli- 
giçn.  They  have  been  fometimes  known  to  profecute  crimi* 
nais  before  the  courts  of  juilice  *  ^  yet  it  muft  be  admitted, 
(0  their  commendation,  that,  on  certain  occafions,  far  from 
feconding  the  fury  of  the  people,  ready  to  maffacre  on  the 
fpot  individuals  accufed  of  having  profaned  .the  myderies,  they 
have  infilled  that  they  fliould  be  tried  and  condemned  according 
to  the  laws  ^  Among  thefe  laws,  there  is  one,  fometimes 
carried  into  execution,  and  capable,  doubtle(s,  of  checking 

3  Lyf  in  Andoc.  p.  !•&  |       '^  Lyf.  in.  Andoc.  p.  129. 

b  Id.  ibkl.  p-  1x5.  I       ^  Andodd.4e  Myû,  p,  15. 

c  |iif.  lib.  31*  cap-  44*  I       ^  ^fi*  in  Andoc.  p.  130. 
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ing  the  fury  and  injuftice  of  the  moft  violent  enmities,  were 
it  poffible  to  reftrain  them.  Bj  this  law,  it  is  ordained,  that 
either  the  accufer  or  the  accufed  fliall  fuffer  death  ;  the  for- 
mer if  he  fails  in  his  accu&tion^  the  latter  if  the  crinae  be 
proved  '. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  enumerate  fome  of  the  princi-- 
pal  cafes  in  which  the  Athenian  tribunals  have  pronounced 
fentence  againft  the  crime  of  impiety,  within  about  a  cea* 
tury. 

The  poet  2Efchjlus  was  accufed  of  having,  in  one  of  his 
tragedies,  revealed  the  doârine  of  the  myfteries.  His  bro- 
ther  Amynias  endeavoured  to  move  the  compaffion  of  the 
judges,  by  (bowing  the  wounds  he  had  received  at  the  battle 
of  Salamis  :  this  expedient  would  probably  have  failed  in  its 
eSeâ,  had  not  Afchylus  clearly  proved  that  he  had  not  been 
initiated  into  the  myfteries.  The  people  were  waiting  at  the 
door  of  the  tribunal  to  ftone  him  ^ 

The  pbilofbpher  Diagoras,  of  Melos,  accufed  of  revealing 
themyfteries,  and  denying  the  eziilence  ef  the  gods.  Caved 
hirofelf  by  flight.  Rewards  were  offered  to  any  perfon  who 
(hould  deliver  him  up,  alive  or  dead  ;  and  the  decree  that 
bninded  him  with  infamy,  was  engraven  on  a  braien  co- 
jumn  K 

Protagoras,  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  fophifts  of  his  time, 
having  begun  one  of  his  works  with  thefe  words,  **  I  know 
not  whether  there  be  gods,  or  whether  there  be  not  ;"  was 
erinjinally  profecuted,  and  obliged  to  fly.  His  writings  were 
fou|;ht  for  in  private  hoofes,  and  burnt  in  the  forum  ^. 

Prodicus  of  Ceos  was  condemned  to  drink  poifon,  for  hav- 
ing aflerted,  that  men  hhà  placed  among  the   number  of  the 


e  Andodd.  de  Myft.  p.  4. 

^  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  3.  cap.  1. 
t.  U.  p.  %g.  iBUan.  Var.  Hid.  lib.  5. 
cap.  If.     Clem.  Alex.  Stroin.  lib.  a. 


riftoph.  in  Ran.  ▼.  313.    Id.  ia  At.  t 
1073.     Schol.  ibid 

1^  Laert.  lib.  9.  cap.  52.    Jofeph.  in 
Appion.  lib.  a.  t.  ii.  p.  493.    Cicer.  de 


cap.  4.  c.  L  p.  4Ô1.  I  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  t.  cap.  13.  u  ii.  p.  4x6. 
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gods  all  objeâs  from  which  they  dertved  utility  ;  fuch  as  the 
faa»  themooD,  foantains,  &c^ 

The  fsâion  which  oppofed  Pericles,  not  daring  openly  to 
attack  him,  refolved  to  effeâ  his  ruin  by  indireâ  means.  He 
was  the  friend  of  Anaxagoras,  who  admitted  one  fopreme  in- 
telligence. In  virtue  of  a  decree  enaâed  againft  all  who  de- 
ny the  exiftence  of  the  gods,  Anaxagoras  was  dragged  to 
prifon.  On  his  trial,  he  had  only  a  few  more  fuffrages  in  his 
favour  than  his  accufer,  aild  for  thefe  he  was  indebted  to  the 
prayers  and  tears  of  Pericles,  who  fent  him  out  of  Athens. 
But  for  the  influence  of  his  patron,  the  moft  religions  of 
philofophers  would  have  been  ftoncd  to  death  as  an  atheift"'. 

At  the  time  of  the  Sicilian  expedition,  and  at  the  moment 
that  Alcibiades  was  embarking  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, the  ftatues  of  Mercury,  placed  in  different  quarters  of 
Athens,  were  found  all  mutilated  in  one  night  ^.  The  whole 
city  was  inftantly  thrown  into  confternation.  Views  of  a 
more  profound  nature  were  imputed  to  the  authors  of  this 
impiety,  which  was  regarded  as  the  work  of  faâion.  The 
people  immediately  aflbmbled  $  and  wltqefles  appeared,  who 
charged  Alcibiades  with  disfiguring  the  ftatues,  accufing  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  celebrating  the  myfteries  of  Geres  in 
private  houfes  ^,  with  the  companions  of  his  debaucheries» 
The  foldiers,  however,  loudly  taking  the  part  of  their  gene- 
ral, his  trial  was  fufpended  for  that  time  ;  but  fcarcdy  had 
he  landed  in  Sicily  before  his  enemies  refumed  the  charge  >*, 
informers  multiplied,  and  the  prifons  were  filled  with  citi» 
iLens  devoted  to  deflruâion  by  injuftice.  Several  were  put  to 
death,  and  ethers  efcaped  only  by  flight^. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  proceedings,  an  incident  occurred, 
that  evinces  the  excefs  to  which  the  people  carry  their  blind 


I  Cicer.  it>id.  cap.  4^  t.  il.  p.  43s. 
Sext.  Empir.  adv.  Pbyf.  lib.  9.  p.  ss^ 
Suid.  io  n^. 

^  Hermip.  et  HieroD.  »p.  Littt,  h 
a.  j  13,    Plut,  de  Profca.  t.  ii.  p.  84. 


Enfeb.  Przp.  Evangel,  lib.  14.  cap.  14- 
°  Plut,  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  200. 
o  Andre,  de  TVlyft.  p.  3. 
1>  Plot.  ibid.  p.  201. 
^  ^ndoc.ibid. 
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refentmcnr.  One  of  th«  witnejQTes  being  iateirogated,  by 
what  means  he  could  diftinguifb  the  perfoos  in  queftioa  in  the 
night  i  anfweredy  By  the  light  of  the  mopn*  It  was  proved, 
however,  that  there  was  then  oo  moon }  yet  this  glaring  per- 
jury,  which  filled  every  honeft  citizen  with  difmaj  %  odIj 
ferved  to  increafe  the  furj  of  the  people. 

Alcibiades,  fummoned  before  this  unworthy  tribunal,  whea 
oo  the  point  of  making  himfelf  nufter  of  MelBna,  and  per- 
haps of  all  Sicily,  refofed  to  make  his  appearance,  and  was 
condemned  to  die.  His  eftatea  were  fold,  and  the  decree  pro- 
fcribing  him,  and  branding  his  name  with  infamy,  was  en- 
graven upon  a  column  '.  The  priefls  of  all  the  temples  had 
orders  to  pronounce  againfl  him  the  moft  horrible  impreca- 
tions ;  aad  all  obeyed,  except  theprieflefs  Theaao,  wbofe  an» 
fwer  was  more  worthy  of  being  preferred  on  a  column  than 
the  popular  decree:  **  I  w^  appointed  to  my  office,^  faid 
ibe,  *^  to  procure  for  aien  the  bleffings,  and  not  to  pronounce 
on  them  the  curfes  of  heaven  ^'' 

Alcibiades  having  offered  his  icrvices  to  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  reduced  the  Athenians  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin* 
When  they  found  it  at  length  neceflary  to  recal  him,  the 
priefts  of  Ceres  oppofed  his  return  ",  but  were  at  lail  con- 
Arained  to  abfolve  him  from  the  imprecations  with  which 
they  had  loaded  him  ;  the  chief  of  the  facred  minifters,  how- 
ever, boldly  expreffed  himfelf  in  the  following  remarkable 
terms  :  **  I  have  not  curfcd  Alcibiades,  if  he  were  inno- 
cent «.»• 

Sometime  after  occurred  the  profecution  againfl  Socrates, 
in  which  religion  was  only  the  pretext,  as  I  fliall  hereafter 
deinoriftrate. 

rsor  are  the  Athenians  more  indulgent  to  the  crime  of  fa^ 
crilege.     The  laws  puniOi  this  offence  with  death,  and  de. 

r  Plat,  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  aci.  I  Rom.  t.  iî.  p.  «75. 

5  N^-p  v   Alcib.  cap.  4.  I      "  Thucyd.  lib.  8.  cap.  53. 

K  l^lut.  ibid.  p.  202.     Id.   Quxft.  I     ^  Plut,  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  2ie, 
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prive  the  body  cf  the  criminal  of  the  rites  of  fepolture  ^. 
This  punilhment,  which  fonic  philofophers,  in  other  refpeâs 
enlightened,  do  not  confider  as  too  fevere  ',  is  extended  by 
the  falfe  zeal  of  the  Athenians  even  to  the  flighteft  tranfgref- 
fions.  Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  citizens  have  been  con- 
demned to  die,  fome  for  having  pulled  up  a  ihrub  within  the 
precinâs  of  a  facred  wood  ;  and  others  for  having  killed  I 
know  not  what  bird,  confrcrated  to  .£fcu]apius  ^.  But  I 
fhall  relate  a  ftill  more  dreadful  inftance  of  feverity.  A  leaf 
of  gold  having  fallen  from  the  crown  of  Diana,  was  picked 
up  by  an  infant.  The  child  was  fo  very  young,  tbat  it  was 
neceflary  to  make  trial  of  his  difcernment.  The  leaf  of  gold^ 
therefore,  with  fome  dice,  fome  play-things,  and  a  large 
piece  of  money,  were  prefented  to  him  ^  and  the  child  having 
given  the  preference  to  the  money,  the  judges  declared  this  to 
be  a  fufRcient  proof  of  his  capacity  of  guilt,  and  caufed  him 
to  be  put  to  death  ^. 


y  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  l6.p.4%y^  |       t"  Id.  ibid,  cap.-^e..    PoU.  lib.  f.  c, 

*  PUt  «Je  Lt?   lib.  9.  t   îi.  p.  854-        6.  J  75- 
^  iBUao.  Var.  Hilt.  lib.  5.  cap.  s  7*   I 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Digitized 


by  Google 


NOTES- 


NOTE  I. 

On  the  LialeBs  made  ufe  of  hy  Homer. — Page  49. 

XloMBU  frequently  employs  the  different  dîaleéls  of  Gresce  5  and 
this  has  been  imputed  to  him  as  a  fault.  It  is,  fay  thefe  critics, 
as  if  a  French  writer  were  to  lay  under  contribution  tbe  dialeâs 
of  Languedoc,  of  Picardy,  and  other  local  idioms.  The  reproach 
is  'apparently  well  founded.  But  how  is  it  poffible  to  imagine 
that  Homer,  endowed  with  the  readiefl  and  moft  fertile  genias, 
ihould  have  allowed  himfelf  to  take  liberties,  on  which  the  mod 
înconfîderable  of  poets  would  not  venture^  and  have  dared  to 
create,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  verification,  a  fantaflic  language, 
with  which  not  only  pofterity,  but  even  his  own  age,  however 
ignorant  we  may  fuppofe  it,  moft  have  been  difgufled  ?  It  is  more 
natural  therefore  to  conclude  that  he  made  ufe  of  the  ufual  lan- 
guage of  his  time. 

Among  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Greece,  the  fame  letters  figni- 
fied  founds  more  or  lefs  afpirated,  or  more  or  lefs  open  \  the  fame 
words  had  feveral  terminations,  and  were  varioufly  modified. 
Thefe  undoubtedly  were  irregularities,  but  fuch  as  are  common 
enough  in  the  infancy  of  languages,  and  fuch  as  might  well  have 
fubfifted  for  a  long  time  among  the  Greeks,  from  the  frequency 
of  emigrations.  When  thefe  tribes  of  people  were  completely 
fettled,  certain  modes  of  fpeech  became  peculiar  to  certain  dif- 
trias  'y  and  it  was  at  this  period  that  language  wa&  divided  into 
dîaleâs,  which  of  themicWes  were  fufceptible  of  fubdivifion^.  The 
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frequent  variAtions  words  have  undergone,  as  we  £ee  in  the  mofl 
ancient  monuments  of  our  own  language,  give  us  reafon  to  pre- 
fome  that  the  fame  thing  has  happened  in  the  language*  of  Greece* 

To  this  general  reafon  we  muft  add  another  relative  to  the  coust^ 
try  in  which  Homer  wrote.  The  Ionian  colony,  which,  two  cen- 
turies before  the  birth  of  that  poet^  went  to  fettle  on  the  coafl» 
of  Afia  Minor,  under  Naoclus,  the  fon  of  Codrus,  was  in  a  great 
meafure  compofed  of  lonians  from  Peloponnefus  ^  but  they  were 
joined  likewife  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Thebes,  Phocis, 
and  fome  other  countries  of  Greece  ^. 

It  appears  to  me  probable,  therefore,  that  the  language  made 
ufe  of  by  Homer  was  formed  from  a  mixture  of  the  relpeâi^e 
idioms  of  thefe  emigrants  with  thofe  of  the  JEolians  and  other 
Greek  colonies  bordering  on  Ionia  \  but  that  at  length,  by  the 
progreflive  alterations  common  to  all  languages,  fome  dialeâs  were 
circumfcribed  within  certain  cities,  and  aflumed  more  diftiaâ  cha- 
raâers,  retaining,  neverthelefs,  varieties  fufficient  to  attcft  the 
ancient  confufion.  And  in  hâ  Herodotus,  who  wrote  four  hun- 
dred years  after  Homer  ^  admits  four  fubdivifions  in  the  dialeA 
then  fpoken  in  Ionia  ^* 


NOTE    IL 

Om  £^imênides.^^Page  6i. 

Etxrt  thing  relative  to  Epimenides  is  full  of  obfcurity.  Some 
ancient  authors  make  him  come  to  Athens  towards  the  year  600 
before  Chrilh  Plato  is  the  only  one  who  £jces  the  date  of  this 
journey  to  the  year  500  before  the  fame  aera<J.  This  difficulty  has 
perplexed  the  modern  critics.  It  has  been  faid  that  the  text  of 
Plato  was  corrupted  y  but  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the 
cafe.  It  has  likewife  been  faid  that  there  were  two  perfons  of  the 
name  of  Epimenidës^  but  tbis  fuppofitlon  is  deflitute  of  probabi- 
lity.    In  fine,    after  fome  ancient  authors,  who  make  Epimenides 

*  PaufaD.  lib.  7.  cap.  3.  p.  ^al  I       ^  Id.  lib.  1.  cap.  14^1, 

'  ^  Hirodor.Jib.  a.  cap.  51.  \      d  PUt^4i  heg.  Ith.  K  t  &  p.  64X« 
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live  154*  157»  n^y  even  299  years,  fome  have  ventured  to  ad- 
Vance  that  he  came  twice  to  Athens,  the  fir  ft  time  at  the  age  of 
forty,  and  the  fécond  at  that  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ^.  It  is  indeed 
pofiible  that  this  may  be  true  -,  but  it  is  ftill  more  fo  that  Plato  was 
miftakjcn.  For  further  fatisfadion,  the  reader  may  confalt  Fabri-^ 
ci  us  f. 


NOTE    III. 

On  the  AutborHy  of  Fathers  at  Athens. — Page  72. 

When  we  fee  Solon  depriving  fathers  of  thé  power  of  felling  their 
^«hildren,  as  they  had  formerly  done,  we  can  with  difficulty  be- 
lieve that  he  allowed  them  to  piit  t}iem  to  death,  as  feveral  an- 
cient writers,  pofterior  to  that  legidator,  have  afferted  ^.  I  ihould 
rather  be  inclined  to  credit  the  teftiquony  of  Dionyfius  of  Halicar- 
naiïus,  who,  in  his  Roman  Antiquities^,  obferves,  that,  by  the 
laws  of  Solon,  Pittacas,  and  Charondas,  the  Greeks  only  per- 
mitted fathers  to  difinherit  their  children,  or  expel  them  their 
houfes,  without  fuffering  them  to  infliâ  any  feverer  punifhments* 
If  the  Greeks  afterwards  gave  a  greater  extent  to  the  paternal 
power,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  they  borrowed  the  idea  from  the 
Roman  laws. 


NOTE     IV. 
On  the  Song  of  Harmodius  and  Ariftogiton. — Page  88. 

Athene u$  i  has  given  us  one  of  the  fongs  compoDd  in  honour  of 
Harmodius  and  Ariftogiton,  which  M.  de  la  Nauze  *^  has  thutf 
tranilated  : 


^  Corfin.  Faft.  Att.  t.  iii.  p.  ^%. 

f  Fabric.  Bibl.  Graec.  t.  i.  p.  36  et 
SO%^  Brucker.  Hiftor.  Crtt.  Philof.  t. 
L  p,  419.  .     . 

K  Sezc.  Esipir.  Pyrrhop.  Hypot.  lib. 
3.  cap.  34.  p.  180.  Heliod.  ^'thiop. 
lib.  X.  p.  24.  Vid.  Mcurf.  Them.  At* 
Vol  J. 


tic.  lib   I.  cap.  X. 

h  Dionyt  Halic  lib.  2.  cap.  a6.  p.* 

292. 
i  AtheD.  lib.  15,  cap.  15.  p.  695* 
k  M(^m.  de  r  Acad,  des  Bell..LciCr; 

J  X.  p.  337. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


48?  NOTES. 

'*  I  will  wear  my  fwotd  covered  with  m  jztle  bcanclies^  like  Hsi^« 
modius  and  Ariftogiton,  when  they  flew  the  tyrant,  and  eftablifhed 
equality  o£  laws  in  Athens. 

**  Beloyed  Hannodîus  !  thou  art  not  dead:  they  fiiy  thou  litseft 
io.tbe  iQands  of  the  bleSed^  where  is  the  fwi&*footcd  Achilles, 
and  Diomed  the  raliant  fon  of  Tydeus. 

**  I  will  wear  my  fword  covered  with  myrtle  branches,  liko 
Harmodlus  and  Ariflogiton,  when  they  flew  the  tyrant  Hippar- 
chus  at  the  fedival  of  the  Panathenasa. 

**  May  your  glory  be  eternal,  beloved  Harmodius*,  beloved 
Ariilogiton  !  lince  you  have  flain  the  tyrant,  and  eftabUihed  equa- 
lity of  laws  in  Athens.'* 


NOTE    V. 

Oft  the  Trea/ures  of  tk  Kings  of  Perfia. — Fage  98. 

tS's  fee,  by  what  is  faid  in  the  text,  the  reafon- why  AlcaaDèav 
found  fuch  vaft  Turns  accumulated  in  die  treafuries  of  Perfepolis, 
Sufa,  Pafagarda,  ^c.  *  I  dpubt,  notwithftanding,  whether  we 
fiiould  give  credit  to  Juftin»  when  he  fays  "^,  that,  after  the  con- 
queil  of  Periia,  Alexander  annually  drew  three  hundred  thoafimd 
talents  from  his  new  fubjeds,  which  would  make  about  fixteea 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  French  livres  (or  fixty^feven  mil-> 
lions  and  a  half  (terling). 

N  O  T  E    VL 

0/1  tbt  Bridges  of  Boats  built  over  the  Hellefpont^  hy  Order 
of  Xerxes. — Page  115. 

Tbxsr  tWo  bridges  began  at  Abydos,  and  terminated  a  little  be- 
low  Seftus.     It  is  now  known,  that  this  paflage,  which  is>the 

-■  ■  "  ■        II      I  ■■     ■     .1    -  jiipi    HI    ■ 

I  Arritn.  lib.  3«  cap.  16.  p.  118.  lb.  |  Plut,  io  Alex.  t.  L  p.  686. 
cip*  x8.  p.  131.    <^Dt.  Curt.  lib.  5-  I      ^  Juftin.  lib.  I3«  cap.  x« 
cap.  6;    Diod.  Sic  lib.  27*    p.  544.  j 
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Àatrov^èft  fin  of  the  ftrait,  is  only  about  375^  toSfes  (or  Soo 
jstrdi)  wide.  As  the  length  of  the  bridges  is  &id  to  have 
beeiifeveB  fiadia,  M.  D*Anville  has  from  thence  inferred,  that 
thefe  ûadia  were  only  51  toifes  (108  yards)  each  '*• 


N  O  T  E    VII. 

On  tbi  Number  of  Grecian  Ttroops  under  the  Cgmmand  of  Leo^ 
nidas  at  Tbtrmopyla. — Page  125. 

I  SHALL  now  lay  before  the  reader  the  eftimates  of  Herodotus,' 
lib.  7.  cap.  202  >  of  Paufanias,  lib.  CO.  cap.  20.  page  845  \  and* 
of  DiodoruSy  lib.  ir.  p.  4. 


TKOOPS  Of  FEtOPOKKBSUa. 


According  to  Herodotus. 


Spartans     •      . 

SCO 

Sparuoi 

Tegeatx    - 

500 

Tcgeatae 

MantineaRi 

500 

Maotioeant 

Orchomenians     . 

lao 

OrdiomeDiani 

Arcidiant    .    • 

zooo 

Arcsdiani 

Cormthiant 

400 

Corinthians 

PhlitfntU&i    .    - 

too 

Phliunriafts 

Myceacans 

80 

Myceneam- 

Toul    -     3100 


According  to  Paufaniat. 

5C0 
500 
500 
loo 
loco 

406 

ooo 
Se 


Total 


3x00 


According  tp  Diodoms. 


Spartans 
LacedKaaonians 


300 

•  700 


Other  States  of  l 
FclopoDneTns  J 


Total 


4000 


OTHER  STATES  OF  GREECE. 


Tbelpins       -       7^ 

Tkdpianr     . 

.    70© 

N^efims    •     .    1000 

Thebaiis        .     -   400 

Thebans     - 

-      4» 

Thcbans     -      -      40e 

Phoctans     -    -     zcco 

Motians     - 

•     1000 

Phodans          -     xooo 

Opiiotian-L«atanf 

Locrxans    - 

.     6CXS0 

Locxiaos     •    •     zooo 

Toul    -    iaoo 

Total 

-   ii.aoo 

Total    •     7400 

Mem.  dc  l'Acid.  del  BelL  Lettr.  t.  xzvui.  p.  334: 
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Thus,  according  to  Herodotus,  tlie  cities  of  PelopooDefus  far^ 
niihed  3100  foldiers,  the  Thefpians  700,  eke  Thebaos  400,  the 
Phocians  lOOO^  total  5200,  without  reckoniog  the  Opuntiaa-JLo- 
crians,  who  marched  in  a  body. 

Paufanias  follows,  for  the  other  nations,  the  calculation  of  He- 
rodotus, and  conjeélures  that  the  Locriaos  amounted  to  6000^ 
which  gives  a  total  of  11,200  men. 

According  to  Diodorus,  Leosidas  repaired  to  Thcrmopylse  at 
the  head  of  40DO  men,  among  whom  were  300  Spartans,  and  700 
Lac edsem 'Lilians.  *  He  adds,  that  this  body  was  foon  reinforced 
by  1000  Milcfîans,  400  Thebans,  Ï000  Locrhins,  and  almoft  an 
equal  number  of  Phocians  ;  total  740a  men.  On  the  other 
hand,  juilin-o  and  other  authors  fay,  that  Leonidas  had  but  4000 
men. 

,71iefe  doubts  would  perhaps  vanifh,  if  we  had  all  the  infcrfp» 
tions  which  were  engraved  After  the  battle,  on  five  columns  erect- 
ed at  Thermopylse  ^.  We  ftill  have  that  of  the  augur  Megiftiaa  Q  f 
but  this  throws  no  light  on  the  fubjeâ  :  the  others  were  confe. 
crated  to  the  foldiers  of  the  different  nations.  On  that  of  the 
Spurt 9ns,  it  i^aid  they  were  300  ^  on  another,  it  was  infcribed, 
that  4000  foldiers  of  Peloponnefus  had  fought  againft  three*  mil- 
lions of  Perfians  ^  That  of  the  Locrians  is  quoted  by  Strabo^ 
who  does  not  give  us  the  particulars  t  :  .the  number  of  their  fol- 
diers rouft  have  been  on  it.  We  have  not  the  lad,  which  was 
doubtlefs  for  the  Thefpians;  for  it  could  not  be  either  for  the 
PhocianSf  who  did  not  fight,  or  the  Thebans,  who  had  gone  over 
to  Xerxes  when  thefe  monuments  were  erefled. 

The  following  are  a  few  reâeôions  to  reconcile  the  preceding' 
eRimatef  : 

1.  It  is  evident  that  Juftin- relied folely  on  the  infcription  io  ho, 
nour  of  the  nation»  of  Peloponnefus,  when  he  allows  only  4O0« 
men  to  Lfonidas. 

2.  Hc"  dotus  doe»  not  fix  th'i  number  of  the  Locrians.  It  is 
only  by  a  îii^nt  conjcâure  that  Pnufanias  makes  it  amount  to  6000. 
In  the  firil  place,  Strabo  may  be  oppofed  to  him,  who  pofitivclj 


à  Joftin.  lib.  a  cr.p  j  > .  |      '  ïd.  ibia. 

P  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  j  /  I      *  Slrab.  ibid. 

^  Htr«dot.  tib.  7.  cap.  ixi,  j 
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*ftp  %  that  Leonldas  received  from  the  neighbouring  nations  only 
-a  fmall  number  of  foldiers  >  and  next,  Diodorus  Siculus,  who,  ih 
%is  eftimate,  allows  only  looo  Locrîans. 

3.  In  the  enumeration  of  thefe  troops,  Diodorus  has  omitted 
the  Thefpians  ",  though  he  makes  mention  of  them  in  the  courfe 
-of  his  narration  ^  :  bdead  of  the  Thefpians,  he  reckons  loeo 
JVfilefians,  No  people  of  this  name  are  luiown  on' the  continent 
x)f  Greece.  Panlmiér  ^  is  of  opinion,  that  we  (hould  fubflitute 
the  name  of  IVf  alians  for  that  of  Milefians.  Thefe  Malians  had 
-at  firft  fabmitted  to  Xerxes  '  -,  and,  as  we  might  be  furprifed  at 
feeing  them  united  with  the  Greeks,  Paulmier  fuppofes,  from  a 
^aflage  of  Herodotus  ^,  that  they  did  not  declare  openly  for  the 
Perfians  until  after  the  fight  at  Thermopylae.  Is  it,  however,  to 
he  prefumed,  that,  inhabiting,  as  they  did,  an  open  country,  they 
«rould  have  dared  to  take  up  arms  againft  a  powerful  nation,  to 
^hich  they  had  fworn  obedience  ?  It  is  much  more  probable,  that. 
In  the  afifair  of  Thermopylas,  they  furniihed  fuccoura  neither  to 
the  Greeks  nor  Perfîans  ;  but  tliat,  after  the  battle,  they  fent  fome 
ihips  to  join  the  fleet  of  the  latter.  By  whatever  means  this  er« 
ror  has  crept  into  the  text  of  Diodorus,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  inftead  of  1000  Mllefiaiis,  we  (hould  read  700  Thefpians. 

^.  Diodorus  adds  700  Lacedaemonians  to  the  3^00  Spartans  j 
and  his  teftimony  is  clearly  confirmed  by  that  of  ifocrates  ''•  He- 
rodotus does  not  mention  them^  perhaps  from  their  not  beginning 
their  march  till  after  Leonidas.  J  have,  howeyer,  thought  it 
Tight  to  admit  them.  Independent  of  the  authorities  of  Diodorus 
and  Ifocrates,  we  know  that  the  Spartans  feldom  took  the  field 
without  being  accompanied  by  a  body  of  Lacedaemonians.  It  is 
alfo  certain,  that  the  cities  of  Peloponnefus  furnished  4000  men  : 
this  number  was  clearly  expreffed  in  the  infcription  placed  upon 
their  tomb  j  yet  Herodotus  reckons  only  3100,  not  thinking  it  ne* 
ceffary  to  mention  the  700  Lacedaemonians,  who,  according  to  all 
appearance,  joined  Leonldas  at  Thermopylae. 


t  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  419. 
"  DiocL  lib.  II.  p.  5. 
X  Id.  ibid.  p.  8 
y  Palmer.  £xercit.  p.  ic6. 


*  Diod.  lib  Ti.  p.  3. 

*  Hcrodot.  lib.  8  cap.  66. 

^  Ifocr.  in  Paneg.  t.  i.  p.  164;  jSt 
io  Archid.  t.  ii  p.  62. 
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To  copcjude  tbefe  rtmarks^-^Herodotus  carries  tbe  number  qi 
the  combatants  to  j20O  ;  and  if  we  add,  on  the  oae  hand,  7gq 
LacedaBmonians,  and,  on  the  other,  the  Locrians,  whole  sunabef 
he  has  not  fpecified,  and  who  are  ftated  by  Diodorf»fi  oplj  at  looo, 
we  (hall  have  6900  men* 

Paufanias  reckons  ii^aoo  men;'  and  if  we  add  the  7Q0  Lace- 
danaonians  he  has  omitted*  after  the  example  of  Herodotus»  we 
ihall  have  zi^oo.  ]>tus  reduce»  with  Dlodorus»  the  $ooq  Ib- 
erians to  loooy  and  we  (hall  have  a  tot^l  of  6900  men. 

The  calculation  of  Diodorus  gives  os  T4C0  men..  If.  we  chflin^jt 
the- 1000  Milefians  into  700  Thefpians»  we  (hall  have  7100:  on 
the  whole»  therefore»  we  may  fay»  tb^t  Leonidas  had  with  hist 
•bout  7000  mfn. 

It  appears  by  Herodotus^,  that  the  Spartans»  according  tQ 
Gttdom»  were  accompanied  by  Helots.  Ancient  authors  have  not 
pomprifed  them  in  their  ellimates  i  and  polHbly  they  did  not  ,ex« 
ceed  the  number  of  joo. 

When  Leonidas  karocd  tba(  the  enemy  were  ^ttey^ptiog  to 
turn  his  army»  he  feat  back  the  greater  part  of  bis  trpops»  re« 
gaining  only  the  Spartaas»  the  Thcfpiaos»  and  Thtbaiki,  which 
formed  a  nominal  body  of  1400  men  :  but  the  greater  part  had 
periflied  in  the  firft  attacks^  and»  if  we  may  credit  Diodorus''» 
Lconidns  had  no  more  than  50Q  foldiers  when  he  d^tenpined  19 
fittack  the  Perfian  camp. 


NOTE    VIII. 

On  the  Sum^  t^fet^eà  on  the  Puilic  Edifices  ere{îed  by  Ordpr^ 
of  Pericles n — Page  229. 

TBTTcrnioES  *  gives  us  to  underftand,  that  they  amounted  to  3700 
talents  \  in  whiiph  calculation  he  comprifes  not  only  the  ezpence  of 
the  Propylxa»  and  other  edifices  built  by  order  of  Pericles,  but  that 
of  the  fîege  of  Potidsea.  This  fiege»  fay's  he  elfewhere  ^»  coft  2000 

^  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  M9  \  ct  lib.  I       ^  Thucyd.  lib.  s.  csp.  13, 
f.  cap:  15.  I      '^  '^'  ^^'^*  ^P*  7^' 

i  i)ioâ.lib.  zx.p.  3>9* 
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talents^  tliere  would  therefore  only  remain  1700  for  the  Works 
undertaken  by  the  direôion  of  Pericles.  But  an  ancient  author  ^ 
reports,  that  the  Propylaea  alone  coft  2012  talents. 

To  refolve  this  difficulty,  let  ns  obferve  that  Thucydtdes  has 
only  given  us  the  ftate  of  the  Athenian  finances  for  the  precife 
time  when  the  Peloponnefian  war  was  determined  on  ^  that  the 
£ege  of  Potidaea  was  then  fcarcely  begun  $  that  it  lafted  two  y^kn  ; 
and  that  the  hiftorian,  in  the  former  paflage,  fpoke  only  of  the 
ÛTÛ  expences  of  the  fiege.  Suppofing  that  they  then  amounted 
to  700  talents,  We  will  appropriate  the  remaining  3000  to  the 
buildings  with  which  Periclps  embellidied  the  city.  3C00  talents, 
at  5400  livres  each  talent>  make  i6,lbo,ooO  Mvtti  (or  675,oool« 
fterling)^  but  as,  in  the  time  of  Peticles,  the  talent  might  be 
worth  300  livres  more,  we  fhall  have  17,100,000  livres  (or 
712,5001.  (lerling). 


CHAP.   I.— PAOJ1236. 

On  the  Privileges  mutualty  granted  to  each  ether  iy  Leucon  and 
the  Athenians, 

That  thefe  privileges  might  be  known  to  all  perfons  engaged  ia 
commerce,  they  were  engraved  on  three  columns,  the  firft  of  , 
which  was  placed  in  the  Piraeus  >  the  fécond  at  the  Bofphorus  of 
Thrace  \  and  the  third  at  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  that  is  to 
fay,  at  the  beginning,  in  ;he  middle,  and  at  the  termination  of 
the  courfe  purfucd  by  the  trading  vcflels  *. 


CHAP.  III.— Page  274. 

On  Sappho. 

Thb  part  of  the  Parian  Chronicle  which  mentions  Sappho  is  almoil 
entirely  obliterated  on  the  marble  b  j  but  we  read  very  diftinâly 

s  Heliod.  ap.  Harpocr.  et  Said,  in  |  ^    '  Demofih.  adv.  Leptin.  p.  546. 
w^9vvX,  1     ^  Marmor.  Oxon.  epoch.  37. 
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that  (he  fled,  and  embarked  for'  Sicily.  It  was  not,  thereforci-  to 
follow  PbaoDy  as  it  is  pretended,  that  (he  went  to  that  ifland.  It 
is  probable  that  Alcseus  engaged  her  in  the  confpiracy  againft  Pit- 
tacttSi  and  that  (lie  was  bam(hed  from  Mjtilene,  at  the  fame  time 
with  him  and  his  parti  fans. 


SAME   CHAR— Page  276, 

On  the  04i  of  Sappho. 

I  Heureux  celoi  qoî  prêt  de  toi  foupire, 

Qui  fur  Ini  fcnl  attire  cet  beaux  yeuf , 
Cet  doux  accent  et  ce  tendre  fourire  \ 
^  II  eft  égal  aux  dieux. 

De  veine  en  teiue  une  fubtile  flâme 
Court  dans  mon  fcto,  fitôt  ^ue  je  te  voit  ; 
St  dant  le  trouble  où  t'égare  mon  ame 

Je  demenre  féit  toîx. 
Je  n*entendt  plut  ;  un  voile  eft  fur  ma  vue  ; 
Je  rêve,  et  tombe  en  de  doucei  Uogueurt; 
Bt  (knt  haleine,  interdite,  éperdue. 

Je  tremble,  je  me  meurt. 

On  retding  this  firee  tranflation,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the 
Iriend(hip  of  the  Abbé  Delille,  it  will  eafily  be  perceived  that  he 
has  thought  proper  to  avail  himfelf  of  that  of  Boile^u,  and  that 
his  fole  objeâ  wiis  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  fpecjes  of  meafure  in- 
vented, or  at  leaft  frequently  employed  by  Sappho.  In  the  greater 
part  of  her  works,  each  ilrophe  was  compofed  of  hendecafyllabic 
yerfes,  that  is,  yerfes  «f  eleven  fyllables,  and  clofed  by  a  vcrfe  of 
^ye  fyllables. 
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C^H  A  P.   v.— Page  286. 

On  Epaminondas. 

Clbahchus  of  Solos,  cited  by  Athenseus  ^^  relates  a  faét  capable 
çf  rendering  the  purity  of  the  morals  of  Eparainondas  fufpeâed  \ 
but  this  faâ,  which  is  only  obfcurely  hinted,  would  contradl6l  the 
united  teftimony  of  all  antic^uity,  and  can  by  no  ipeans  be  recon(;iled 
with  the  rigid  principles  from  which  this  great  man  never  deviate 
ed,  even  in  the  mod  critical  circumdances. 


CHAP.   IX.-rPAGJ5  339. 

On  the  Time  of  celebrating  the  greater  Fejlivah  of  Bacchus. 

It  is  prefumed  that  th«  greater  Dionyfia,  or  Dîonyfîa  of  the  city, 
began  on  the  1 2th  of  the  month  £laphebolion  ^.  In  the  2d  yeaz 
of  the  104th  Olynipiad,  the  year  in  queftion,  the  12th  of  the 
month  Elaphebolion  fell  on  the  8th  of  April  of  the  Julian  prolep« 
^ic  year  3^2. 


CHAP.    XII.— Page  364,       « 

On  the  Plan  of  Athens. 

I  THOUGHT  it  not  improper  to  lay  before  the  reader  the  iketch  of 
a  plan  of  Athens,  relatively  to  the  time  in  which  I  fuppofe  Ana- 
çharfis  to  have  travelled.  It  is  extremely  imperfed,  and  I  am 
very  far  from  being  able  to  warrant  its  exaânefs. 

After  comparing  what  ancient  authors  have  faid  refpeâîng  the 
topograph^of  this  city,  with  what  modern  travellers  have  ima- 
gined they  difcovered  in  its  ruins,  I  have  only  attempted  to  aicer- 
tain,  as  accurately  as  I  was  able,  the  portion  of  fome  remarkable 
places  and  edifices.     To  accomplifli  this,  it  was  firfl  neceflary  ta 

c  Athen.  lib.  13.  cap.  6.  p.  590.        I  Ann.  Thocyd.  p.  165.    Corûa.  Faft. 
^  DodweL  de  C^cL   p.  ^98.    Id.  |  Auic.  t.  ii.  p.  3^6  et  385. 
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determine  in  what  quarter  the  foruoi,  called  the  agora,^  that  it  to 
fay,  market,  by  the  Greeks,  was  fituated. 

In  all  the  Grecian  cities,  there  was  a  principal  place,  or  (quare, 
decorated  with  ftatues,  altars,  temples,  and  other  public  edifices, 
furrounded  by  (hops,  and  filled  at  certain  hours  of  the  day  witk 
the  provifions  neceffary  for  the  fublUlence  of  the  people.  The 
inhabitants  reforted  thither  every  day.  The  twenty  thoufknd 
t:itizens  of  Athens,  fays  Demofthenes  ^,  never  ceafe  to  frequent 
tbt  forum,  occupied  either  with  their  own  affairs,  or  with  thofe  of 
Ihe  Hate. 

Among  ancient  authors,  I  have  preferred  the  teftimonies  of 
Plato,  Xenophon,  Demofthenes,  and  ^fdiines»  who  lived  at  tb« 
time  I  have  chofen.  Should  Paufanias  f  appear  in  fome  degree 
to  differ  from  them,  I  apprize  the  reader  that  ic  is  the  forum,  as  it 
czifted  in  their  time,  and  not  that  he  fpeaks  of.  which  is  the  fab- 
jeâ  of  the  prefent  inquiry.  The  fame  anfwer  I  Aiould  make  to 
thofe  who  might  oppofe  paffages  to  me,  relative  to  periods  too  re- 
inote  from  the  time  of  which  I  fpeak. 

Tbx  Forum,  or  Acora.  The  pofition  of  this  place  Is  deter- 
mined by  the  fubfeqoent  paffages.  ^fchines  fays ',  "  Imaginer 
yourfel(  in  the  Poecile  (a  celebrated  portico),  for  in  the  forum 
«re  the  monuments  of  your  great  achievements.^'  Lucian  intro- 
duces feveral  pbilofophers  in  one  of  his  dialogues  \  and  makes 
Plato  fay,  "  It  is  uoneceffary  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  that  woman 
(Philofophy^.  On  her  return  from  the  academy,  (he  will  come, 
according  to  cudoro,  to  the  Ceramicus,  in  order  to  walk  in  the 
Poecile.'*  "  At  the  taking  of  Athens,  by  Sylla,"  fays  Plutarch  \ 
*^  the  blood  fpilt  in  the  forum  deluged  the  Ceramicus^  which  is 
within  the  gate  Dipylon  }  and  many  perfons  affirm  that  it  fiowed 
out  of  the  gate,  and  fpread  even  over  the  fuburb." 

Hence  it  follows,  ift.  That  this  place  was  fituated  in  the  quar* 
ter  of  the  Ceramicus  :  2dly,  that  it  wa«  near  the  gate  Dipylon, 
the  gate  which  led  to  the  academy  :  3dly,  that  the  Pœctle  was  in 
that  place. 

«  Demoflh.  in  Ariftog.  p.  836.  I      h  Lucian.  in  Pifcat.  t.  i.  p.  58  j. 

f  Faufan.  lib.  f .  \  Plut.  in  Sylh  t.  ».  p.  46a 

^  iElchin.  in  Ctefipb.  p.  45S.  | 
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^fcIùftfSy  In  tlie  paflage  I  hare  quoted,  gives  vts  ckarly  to  ud- 
derdand,  that  the  Metraoa  vras  likewife  in  that  place.  This  wa9 
/tn  enclofure  and  temple^  in  honour  of  the  mother  of  the  gods. 
Within  its  precini^s  alfo  flood  the  palace  of  the  fenate,  a  circum- 
^ance  confirmed  by  many  paflages  K 

Nest  to  the  Metroop,  I  haw  placed  the  edifices  and  monuoaentf 
immediately  indicated  by  Pau&nias  >,  as  the  Tbolus,  the  Hatuet 
of  the  Eponyrci,  &c<  Taking  Herodotus  ^  for  my  guide,  I  have 
j>Uc«d  there  the  temple  of  .ZEacns  y  and  following  Demodhenes^ 
%ho  Leocoriop,  a  temple  built  in  honour  of  the  daughters  of  Leos, 
^ho  formerly  facrificjed  tbemfelveSy  to  free  the  city  from  the 
plague. 

Royal  Po&tzco.  I  have  placed  this  at  the  junflion  of  two 
fireets  leading  to  the  forum.  The  flrll  is  pointed  out  by  Paufa* 
sias  °,  who  proceeds  from  this  portico  to  the  Metroon  5  the  fécond 
by  an  ancient  author  p,  who  pofitjvcly  fays,  that  from  the  Poecile 
to  the  &oyal  Portico,  that  is  to  fay,  between  one  portico  and 
the  other,  we  meet  wipb  lèverai  Herman  or  ftatues  of  Mercur;^ 
(erminated  in  a  ibeath. 

PoECiLE  AND  PoRTxoo  o^  THE  Hbkma:.  From  this  lail  paflage, 
I  have  placed  the  Pœcile  at  the  end'  of  a  fireet  which  goes  from 
the  Royal  Portico  to  the  forum,  and  at  one  end  of  the  corners  of 
the  (Ireet  fronting  the  forum.  On  the  oppoflte  corner  (hould  be  aa 
edifice,  fometimes  called  the  Portico  of  the  Hermœ,  and  fome^ 
times  fimply  by  the  name  of  the  Hermce  \  To  prove  that  it  was 
in  the  forumi  it  will  be  fufHcient  to  adduce  two  teilimonies.  Mne« 
ûmachus,  in  one  of  his  comedies,  has  faid,  "  Begone  to  the  A» 
gora,  to  the  Hermae  '.'*  **  On  certain  fcftivals,"  fays  Xenophon  % 
**  it  is  fitting  that  the  horfemen  (hould  pay  due  honours  to  the 
temples  and  the  ftatues  which  are  in  the  Agora.  They  (hall  be* 
gin  at  the  Hermse,  make  the  circuit  of  the   Agora,  and  return 


^  JESch,  in  Ctefiph.  p.  45 S.    Plut. 
'  Vit.  X.  Rket.  t.  ii.   p.  84s-     Suid.  in 
M«1f«)<<     Harpocr.  in  i  KaJ*tltu 
I  Paufan.  lib.  x.  cap.  5.  p.  12. 
^  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  89. 
'^  Demodh.  in  Cooon.  p.  IXQ9  et 

'  <*  paufan.  lib.  z.cap.  3. 


P  Ap.  Harpocr.  in  *EffutT. 

*»  JEkh,  in  Ctcfiph.  p.  458.  LyC 
in  Panel,  p.  398.  Demoft.  in  Leptin. 
p.  557.  Meurf.  Athen.  Attic,  lib.  i: 
cap.  3. 

'*  Mnefim.  ap.  Atbea.  lib.  9.  cap.  15. 
p.  40» 

'  Xenoph.  de  Mag.  Equit.  p.  959. 
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to  the  Hermse."     I  have  hence  fuppofed,  that  this  portico  might 
terminate  the  ftrcct  along  which  were  ranged  a  fcries  of  Hcrmae. 

The  Poecile  was  in  the  forum,  in  the  time  of  ^fchines,  but 
-was  fo  no  longer  in  the  time  of  Paufanias,  who  fpeaks  of  this  por- 
tico previous  to  his  viuting  the  Agora  *  j  alterations  had  beeft 
made,  therefore,  in  this  quarter.  I  fuppofe  that^  in  the  age  when 
Paufanias  lived,  one  part  of  the  ancient  forum  was  covered  with 
boufes  y  that  towards  its  fouthern  part  only  one  (Ireet  was  re- 
maining, in  which  were  the  fenate-houfe,  the  Thohis,  &C.4 
that  the  oppofite  part  had  extended  towards  the  north,  and  that  the 
Pœcile  had  been  feparated  from  it  by  buildings  ^  for  the  changes 
I  have  mentioned  bad  not  removed  the  forum  to  another  part  of 
of  the  city.  Paufanias  mentions  it  as  near  the  Poecile,  and  we 
have  feen  that  in  the  time  of  Sylla  it  was  flill  in  the  Ceramicus, 
«ear  to  the  -gate  Dipylon. 

From  thcfe  obfcrvation<  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  trace  out  the 
path  taken  by  Paufanias.  From  the  Royal  Portico  he  follows  a 
fireet  extending  along  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ancient  forum  ^  he 
Teturns  by  the  fame  way,  "and  vifits  fome  monuments  which  are  to 
the  fouth-weft  of  the  citadel,  fiich  as  an  edifice  which  he  takes 
for  the  ancient  Odeum  (p.  20),  the  Eleuiinium  (p.  ^^\  &c.  He 
then  returns  to  the  Royal  Portico  (p.  36),  and  following  the 
ftreet  of  the  Hermae,  firft  repairs  to  the  Pœcile,  and  afterward 
to  the  forum  exifting  in  his  time  (p.  39).  which,  according  to  ap- 
pearances, had  formed  part  of  the  aucient  one,  or  at  leait  was  at 
no  great  diftance  from  it.  I  fhould  be  much  inclined  to  attribute 
the  changes  it  had  undergone  to  the  emperor  Adrian. 

On  leaving  the  Agora,  Paufanias  proceeds  to  the  gymnafium 
of  Ptolemy  (p.  39),  which  did  not  exift  in  the  age  referred  to  ia 
my  work  5  and  from  thence  to  the  temple  of  Thefeus,  which  is 
ftiH  remaining.  The  diftance  from  this  temple  to  one  of  the 
points  of  the  citadel  was  given  me  by  M.  Fouchcrot,  an  able  en- 
gineer, who  accompanied  the  Comte  de  Choifeul  Gouffier  into 
Greece,  and  who,  having  fince  vifited  the  antiquities  of  Athens  a 


*  Paufaa.  lib.  I.  cap.  ij.-  p.  36;  cap.  17.  p.  39. 
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fécond  time,  has  been  fo  obliging  as  to  communtcate  to  me  all  the 
information  he  has  acquired  from  an  înfpeâîon  of  the  places. 

I  have  followed  Pauianias  as  far  as  the  Prytaneum  (p.  41)» 
From  thence  he  appears  to  me  to  thave  re-afcended  towards  the 
north-ead,  where  he  finds  feveral  temples,  thofe  of  Serapis,  of 
Lucina,  and  o£  Jupiter  Oljmpius  (p.  42.)-  He  then  turns  to  the 
eadwardy  and  traverfes  a  quarter  which  is  without  the  city,  in  my 
plan,  and  which  belonged  to  it  in  his  time,  the  walls  having  beea 
deflroyed.  He  there  vifits  the  gardens  of  Venus,  the  Cynofargcs, 
and  the  Lycœum  (p*  44^  -,  and  afterwards  crgfles  the  IliiTus,  and 
proceeds  to  the  Stadium  (p.  45  et  46). 

I  have  not  accompanied  Paufanias  in  this  track,  becaulc  feveral 
of  the  monuments  he  there  met  with  weie  poUerior  to  the  time  I 
have  chofen,  and  the  others  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  plan  of 
^he  city  within  the  walls  :  but  I  again  take  him  for  a  guide,  when, 
on  his  return  to  the  Prytaneum,  he  proceeds  to  the  citadel,  hj 
the  ftreet  of  the  Tripods, 

Street -OF  the  Tripods.  This  ftreet  received  its  name,  accord- 
ing to  Paufanias  ",  becaufe  In  it  were  feveral  temples  cdhtaining 
tripods  of  bronze  in  honour  of  the  gods  'y  which  were  dedicated 
in  confequence  of  viâories  gained  by  the  tribes  of  Athens  in  com- 
petitions of  mufic  and  dancing.  Now,  at  the  foot  of  the  citadel^ 
to  the  eadward,  feveral  infcriptions  have  been  difcovered  which 
make  mention  of  fuch  viélories  x.  l*hat  beautiful  ftruâure, 
known  at  prefent  by  the  name  of  the  Lanthern  of  Demoilhenes,. 
conftituted^  one  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  the  ilreet*  It  was 
built  of  marble,  on  occafîon  of  the  prize  decreed  to  the  tribe  of 
Acamantis,  under  the  archonfliip  of  Avaenetus^,  in  the  year  335^. 
before  Chrifl,  one  year  after  Anacharfi»  had  q.uitted  Athens»  ' 
Near  this  monument  an  infcription  has  been  found  in  thefe  later 
times,  given  among  thofe  colleéled  by  Mr«  Chandler  2.  In  it  the 
tribe  Pandionis  decreed  a  column  to  be  ereéled,  in  the  edifice  be- 
longing to  them  in  this  Itreet,  for  an  Athenian,  named  Nicias, 


"  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ao.  p.  4  >. 

^  Chandl.  Travels  in  Oreecc,  p.  ^. 
Id   (nfcripc.  in  Not.  p.  zxvii. 

y  S-  .n.  t.  il.  p  100.  Wheel,  book 
S-  P  397'  ^  ^h  Kttia,  des  Monam. 


de  la  Ordce»  part.  Z.  p»  zo.    Stuart, 
Antiqnttie»  of  Athens»  chap.  4.  p.  27. 

"  Chandl.  Infcripc.  part  2.*  p.  49* 
Ibid,  in  Not.^p.  xxii.^ 
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who  kad  been  tîscîr  choregas,  and  had  obtained  the  palm  at  tt^ 
feftiv^h  of  Bfacchus,  and  at  thofc  named  Tharffclia.  It  farther 
declares,  that  from  that  time  (from  the  archonfiiip  of  Eucfid,  ia 
the  year  403  before  Chrift),  the  name?  of  ÇvlcH  of  the  tribe  su 
ihouid  gain  flmilnr  advantages,  on  certain  fetïîvals  mentioned  In 
the  decree,  fhould  be  infcribed  on  the  fame  cokrain. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  it  is  evident  that  the  ilrcct  of  the 
Tripods  extended  along  the  eaflern  fide  of  the  citadel. 

Thj5  Ot>BO!yT  or  Pericles.  At  the  end  of  the  ftrect  I  hare  been 
Ipeaking  of,  and  before  he  came  to  the  theatre  of  Bacchus,  Pau- 
fanias  found  an  edifice  of  which  he  does  not  tell  tA  the  ded'ination. 
He  otdy  obfcnres,  that  it  was  built  after  the  model  of  the  tent  of 
Xerxes,  and  that  having  been  burnt  by  Sylla  during  the  fiege  of 
Athens,  it  was  afterwards  rebuilt  '.  Let*  us  compare  with  thb 
teftlmony  what  we  find  in  other  authors  concerning  the  ancient 
Odeum  of  Athens.  This  theatre  *>  was  cre6!ed  by  Pericles  *^,  and 
intended  for  muûcal  competitions^  :  the  roof,  which  was  con. 
flruéVed  of  the  mails  and  yards  of  the  vefiels  taken  f^om  the  Per- 
fians  *,  aiid  in  its  form  imitated  the  tent  of  Xerxes  f,  was  fupported 
by  columns  of  ilone  or  marble.  Its  (hape  had  furniihed  a  fobjeâ 
for  many  pleafantries.  Cratinus  the  poet,  in  one  of  his  comedies, 
wishing  to  fignify  that  the  head  of  Pericles  was  of  a  pointed  fhape, 
faid  that  Pericles  wore  the  Odeum  on  his  head  s.  The  Odeum 
was  burnt  at  the  fiegc  of  Athens  by  Sylla  **,  and  foon  after  reftored 
by  Ariobarzanes,  king  of  Cappadocia  *. 

From  thefe  paffages,  co!le6):ed  from  different  authors,  it  is  very 
trvidcnt  that  the  edifice  fpoken  of  by  Paufanias  h  the  fame  with 
the  Odeum  of  Pericles  ^  and  from  the  paiTage  of  Paufanias,  that 
this  Odeum  was  fituatcd  between  the  ftreet  of  the  Tripods,  and 
the  theatre  of  Bacchus.  This  pofition  is  confirmed  Hkewife  by 
the  authority  of  Vitruvius,  who  places  the  Odeum  to  the  left  of 


•  Paufan.  lib.  i.  cap.  ao.  p.  47« 

b  Said,  in  aX  Schal.  Aridopb.  in 
Vcfp*  ▼.  1104. 

^  Pint,  in  Per.  t.  i.  p.  x6o.  Vitniv. 
lib.  5.  cap.  9.     SutA.  iÛd. 

d  Hefych.  in  aSi, 

^  Vitruv.  lib.  5.  cap.  9.  Thcophr. 
Charaâ.  cap.  3. 

4 


f  Plat,  in  Per.  t.  i.  p.  i6<i. 
8  Cracin.  ap.  Pint  in  Per.  r.  L  ps 
160. 
k  .AppiaB.  de   BdL  Mithridat.  p. 

i  M£ni.  at  TAcad  des  Bell.  Lettr*- 
c  zaiii.  Hift«  p^  x^  - 
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tbe  thcatft  k.  But  it  toxj  bo  iakl  tl|at  Paii&inM  bad  alieadj  gWm 
tbe  name  of  Odeum  to  another  ftradiiTe.  I  &all  foon  reply  to 
that  ofajeâioD. 

Thkatrb  or  Bik«c»as.  On  tbe  feutb-iveft  angle  of  tbe  citadel, 
tbe  ruins  of  a  tbeatre  ftîH  exifl,  wbicb  b«td  alwajs  been  taken  for 
tbat  of  Baccbus,  in  wbicb  tragedies  and  eomedies  were  reprefent- 
ed.  Dr.  Chandler,  bowevex  ',  bas  placed  tbe  tbeatre  of  Baccbtw 
«t  tbe  foutb-eaft  angle  of  tbe  citadel  >  and  I  have  foUowed  bis 
opinion,  fioc  fereral  reafons.  I'd,  From  oblervation  of  tbe  grotind» 
Mr.  Chandler  is-  of  opinion  that  a  tbeatre  bad  formerly  flood 
there  ^  and  M.  Fovcberot  bas  fince  verified  tbe  fad.  idij^  Pau-^ 
iaxdas  ^  relates,  that  above  tbe  tbeatre  was  to  be  feen  in  his  time 
a  tripod  in  a  grotto  bewn  out  of  tbe  rock  :  now  precifelj  above . 
tbe  fpot  where  Mr.  Chandler  has  fuppofed  tbe  theatre  to  have 
flood,  is  a  grotto  formed  out  of  the  rock,  and  fince  converted  into 
a  church,  under  tbe  title  of  Panagia  Spiiiotiffa^  which  may  be 
rendered  Our  Lady  of  the  Grotto*  Let  it  be  obferved  too,  that  tbe 
-motéf/tiliotijffa  clearly  dsfignates  tbe  word  cnmMiwi  which  Pa ufani* 
as  employs  to  fignify  this  cavern.  The  reader  may  here  confult 
what  travellers  have  faid  of  this  grotto  ^.  It  is  true  that  above 
the  other  theatre^  to  tbe  fo^tb-weft,  there  are  two  forts  of  niches, 
but  it  is  impo(lible  in  any  way  to  confound  them  with  the  grotto 
mentioned  by  Paufanias.  3dly,  Xenopbon  °,  when  fpeaking  of  tbe 
exercife  of  the  cavalry,  which  was  performed  at,  or  rather  near 
to,  tbe  Lycœum^  fays  :  *'  When  tbe  borfemen  (ball  have  paffed 
the  angle  of  tbe  tbeatre,  wbicb  is  oppoflte,  &c.  :*'  the  theatre 
then  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Lycseum.  4thly,  I  have  faid,  that  at 
tbe  principal  feftivals  of  tbe  Athenians,  cborufes,  talcen  from 
each  tribe,  difputed  with  each  other  tbe  palm  in  dancing  and 
mufic  \  that  a  tripod  was  beflowed  on  the  vidorious  tribe,  which 
was  confecrated  to  the  gods  ^  that  underneath  this  offering  was  en- 
graven the  name  of  tbe  tribe,  that  of  the  citizen  who  maintained 
tbe  chorus  at  bis  ezpence,  and  fometimes  that  of  the  poet  who  bad 
compoTed  the  yexfes,  or  tbe  teachex  who  had  exercifed  the  pér- 
it Vitniv.  lib.  5.  c»p.  9.  I  Spon,  t.  ii.  p.  97.  Chandl.  Travels  in 
I  Chandk  Travels  in  Oreeee,  p.  64.  |  Greece,  p.  6a. 
A  Pftufan.  lib.  i.  e«p.  w.  p.  49.  |  ^  Xcnopèr.  de  Mî^.  Equit.  p.  959. 
•  Wheel  a  J[«isnejr,  ice.  P.-56S.  f 
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formers  p.  I  have  faid  likewifcy  that  in  the  time  orPattfanias  CIteré 
exifled  a  tripod  in  the  grptto  which  was  above  the  theatre.  £vcn 
at  prefent  we  fee  at  the  entrance  of  this  grotto  a  kind  of  triumphal 
arch,  bearing  three  infcriptions  of  different  periods*  in  honour  of 
two  tribes  who  had  gained  a  prize  \  One  of  thefe  infcriptions  is 
•f  the  year  320  before  Chrift,  and  pofterior  only  by  a  few  years  to 
the  travels  of  Anacharfis. 

Since  we  find  at  the  extremity  of  the  Acropolis,  and  on  the 
fouth-eaft  fide,  monuments  ereâied  for  thofe  who  had  been  crown- 
ed at  the  competitions  ufual  at  the  theatre  ^f  we  are  juftified.  in 
prefuming  that  the  theatre  of  Bacchus  was  fituated  at  the  termi* 
nation  of  the  (Ireet  of  the  Tripods,  and  precifely  at  the  fpot 
vhere  Mr.  Chandler  has  fuppofed  it.  For,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  in  Chap.  XII.  the  trophies  of  the  viâors  would  naturally 
be  near  the  field  of  battle. 

The  authors  who  lived  at  the  period  I  have  chofen,  fpeak  only 
of  one  theatre  j  for  that,  the  ruins  of  which  are  feen  at  the  foutk- 
weft  angle  of  the  citadel,  did  not  exift  in^  their  time.  I  conçut 
with  Mr.  Chandler,  in  fuppofing  the  latter  to  be  the  Odeum  which 
Herodes,  the  fons  of  Atticus,  built  five  hundred  years  after,  and  on 
which  Philoftratus  beftows  the  name  of  Theatre  ^  "  The  Odeum 
of  Patrae,'*  fays  Paufanias  ^,  ''  would  be  the  mo  itbeautiful  of  any 
in  Greece  ^  were  it  not  eclipfed  by  that  of  Athens,  which  fur- 
pafies  every  other  in  magnitude  #  id  magnificence.  It  was  ereâed 
by  Herodes  the  Athenian,  after  the  death,  and  in  honour  of,  his 
wife.  In  my  defcription  of  Attica  I  have  omitted  this  Odeum, 
becaufe  I  had  finiflied  my'account  of  Athens  before  Herodes  had 
begun  the  building.'^  PhiloAratus  remarks  likewife  that  the 
theatre  of  Herodes  was  one  of  the  mod  beatiful  edifices  in  the 
world  ". 

Mr.  Chandler  fuppofes  the  Odeum,  or  theatre  of  Herodes,  t(^ 
have  been  ereâed  on  the  ruins  of  the  Odeum  of  Pericles.  I  can- 
not be  of  his  opinion.  Paufanias,  who  places  the  latter  edifice 
elfewhere,  does  not,  in  fpeaking  of  the  former,  fay  that  Herodes 

P  Plut,  in  ThemiQocl.  t.  i.  p.  I14.  I      '  Philoflr.  de  Vit.  Sopkîft.  in  Hfr- 

**  Wheel,  a  Journey,  &c.  p.  3^8.  Le  |  rod.  lib.  a.  p.  55 1. 

Roi,  Ruines  de  la  Grèce,  t.  ii.  p.  5.  j      <  PauCui.  lib.  7.  cap»  20.  p.  574. 

'  Pemoa.  ia  Mid.  p.  6c6  et  6tib  I     "  Khiloftr.  î)»i(L 


6  •         / 


Digitized 


by  Google. 


N    O    T    E    s»  499 

rebuilt  it, but  tbat  he  built  it,  htàin^tr.  On  Mr.  Cbandler^s  bypothe- 
i]s,the  ancient  Odeum  would  have  been  on  the  right  of  the  theatre 
of  Bacchus  j  wherears,  according;  to  Vetruvius,  it  was  on  the  left  ^ 
Befides,  I  have  already  (hown  that  the  Odeum  of  Pericles  was  at 
the  fouth-eaft  angle  of  the  citadel. 

We  may  now  conceive  the  reafon  why  Paufanias,  while  pro- 
ceeding along  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  citadel,  from  the  fouth-eaft 
angle,  where  he  found  the  theatre  of  Bacchus,  fays  nothing  either 
of  the  Odeum,  or  of  a  theatre  of  any  kind  ^  for  the  faâ  is,  that 
there  exided  none  at  the  fouth-wefl  angle  at  the  time  he  wrote  his 
firft  book,  which  treats  of  Attica. 

Pntx.  Situated  on  an  eminence  at  a  fmall  dKlance  £rom  the 
citadel,  we  dill  fee  the  remains  of  a  monument  which  has  beea 
fometim es  taken  for  the  Areopagus^,  fometimes  for  the  Pnyx% 
and  at  others  for  the  Odeum  ^.  It  is  a  large  fpace,  tlie  enclofure 
of  which  is  partly  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  partly  compofed  of 
huge  blocks  of  floqe,  hewn  diamond  fafhion.  With  Mr.  Chandler, 
I  take  it  to  be  the  fquare  of  the  Pnyx,  where  the  people  occa- 
£onally  held  their  affemblies.  And  indeed  the  Pnyx  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  wall  \  and  fituated  oppofîte  to  the  Areopagus  ^. 
From  this  place  there  was  a  view  of  the  harbour  of  Plr^us  ^.  All 
thefe  marks  apply  to  the  antiquity  in  queftipn.  But  there  is  ano- 
ther ftill  more  dccifive  evidence  :  **  When  the  people  are  feated 
on  this  rock,^^  fays  Ariltophanes,  &c.  ^  ^  and  it  is  of  the  Pnyx  that 
he  is  fpeaking.  I  omit  other  proofs  which  might  be  adduced  iu 
fupport  of  thefe. 

Paufanias,  however,  feems  to  have  taken  this  monuipent  for  the 
Odéuro.  What  mud  we  conclude  from  this  ?— That,  in  his  time 
the  Pnyx,  of  which  he  does  not  fo  much  as  fpeak,  bad  changed 
its  name,  becaufe  the  people  having,  ceafed  to  aflemble  there,  the 
mufical  competitions  had  been  transferred  to  this  place.  By  com- 
paring with  each  other  all  the  notices  to  be  collcded  on  this  head. 


^  Vitmv.  lib.  5.  cap.  9. 

y  Spen.  Voyag.  t.  ii.  p.  1 1 6. 

*  Chandl.  Travel»  in  Greece,  chap. 
I3p-*68. 

^  Wheel,  book  5.  p.  38a.  Le  Roi. 
Ruine«  de  la  Grèce,  t.  i.  p.  iS. 


^  Philocor.  ap.  Scbol.  Ariftoph.  io 
Av.  V.  998. 

^  Lacian.  in  Bis.  Accufat.  t.  ii.  p. 
801. 

d  Plut,  in  Themift.  t.  i.  p.  lai. 

*  Ariiloph.  in  Equit.  v.  7^1. 
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we  Ùl^\l  be  led  to  conclude  that  this  trial  of  (kill  originally  took 
place  iQ  aa  ediSce  bntk  at  the  foqth-eaft  angle  of  the  citadel, 
which  is  the  Odeum  of  Periclci  ;  afterwards  in  the  Payx,  the  O- 
déum  fpoken  of  by  Paufanias»  and  finally  in  the  theatre,  a  part  of 
which  is  dill  remaining  at  the  fouth-weft  angle  of  the  citadel,  the 
Odeum  of  Herodes,  the  fon  of  Atticus. 

Tem?le  of  Jvpitcr  Olympios.  To  the  north  of  the  citadel, 
fome  magnificent  ruins  (liil  fubfift,  which  attraâ  the  attention  of 
all  travellers.  Som^  f  have  imagined  that  they  difcofered  in  them 
the  remains  of  the  fuperb' temple  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter^  begun 
by  Pifiilratus,  which  was  more  than  once  attempted  to  be  com* 
pleted,  the  columns  of  which  were  conveyed  to  Rome  by  Sylla, 
and  which  was  finally  rebuilt  by  Adrian  ^.  Their  conjeâures  axo 
founded  on  the  defciiption  of  Paufanias,  which  does  indeed  (ecm 
to  indicate  this  pofition^^  but  Thucydides  *  exprefsly  f^ys,  that 
this  temple  was  to  the  fouth  of  the  citadel  $  and  his  teflimony  is 
accompanied  with  particulars  which  will  not  allow  us  to  adopt  the 
correâion  that  Valla  and  Palmerius  propofed  to  make  in  the  text 
of  Thucydides.  Mr.  Stuart  ^  has  availed  himielf  of  the  authori* 
ty  of  this  hifloriatif  to  place  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius  to 
the  fouth-eaft  of  the  citadel,  on  a  fpot  where  fome  large  co- 
lumns, commonly  called  the  Columns  of  Adrian,  ^re  dill  to  be 
feen.  His  opinion  has  been  combated  by  M.  Le  Rai  *,  who  takes 
the  columns  in  que  (lion  for  the  remains  of  a  paotheon  of  that  ena« 
peror.  NotwithQanding  the  deference  I  have  for  the  difcemment 
of  thefe  two  learned  travellers,  I  had  at  firft  fufpeifled  that  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius,  placed  by  Thucydides  to  the  fouth 
of  the  citadel,  was  an  ancient  temple,  which  according  to  a  tra- 
dition related  by  Paufanias  ^^  was  built  in  the  femoted  ages  by 
Deucalion,  and  that  the  tei^iple  on  the  northern  fide  had  been 
founded  by  Pifidrajtus.  This  fuppofition  would  reconcile  Tixucy* 
dides  with  Paufanias  ;  but  as  new  difficulties  would  refult  from  it, 
I  determined  to  lay  down  at  a  venture,  in  my  plan,*  a  temple  of 
Jupiter  Olympius  to  the  fouth  of  the  citadel. 


f  WheeL  book  5 
li.  p.  108. 


p.  391.   Spon.   t. 


i  Meurf.  Athen.  Attic.  1.  X.  c.  lo. 
)>  Paufan.  lîh.  i.  cap.  18.  p.  42. 
J  Ihucyd.  lib.  2.  cap.  15. 


k  Stuart.  Antiq  of  Athcni  cbap.  5. 
p.  38. 

1  Le  Roi  Ruin,  dot  Mooom.  de  U 
Grcce  f.  H.  p.  9U 

™  Pâùfao.  lib.  r.  cap.  18.  p.  43. 
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Mr.  StttArt  baft  takeii  thto  rdos  to  the  northward  for  the  remaios 
of  the  Poecile  "  j  but  I  hope  I  have  proved  that  this  celebrated 
portico  was  a  part  of  the  foruffi,  iituated  near  the  gate  Dipylon* 
Befîdes,  the  edifice  of  which  thefe  ruins  formed  a  part,  feems  to 
have  been  bailt  in  the  tinÉe  of  Adrian  ^,  and  confequentlj  is  fo- 
reign from  mj  plan. 

TnB  Stadicjm;  I  have  not  aÛTigned  the  fituation  of  this  in  my 
plan,  becaufe  1  imagine  it  to  have  been  pofterior  to  the  times  of 
which  I  treat.  It  appears,  that  in  the  age  of  Xenophon,  it  was 
lifual  to  excTcifc  in  running,  in  a  courfe,  perhaps  -on  a  road  which 
began  at  the  Lycœuxn,  and  extended  towards  the  fouth,  and  under 
the  walls  of  the  city  ^.  Some  time  after,  the  orator  Lycurgus 
caufed  a  piece  of  ground,  which  one  of  his  friends  had  given 
to  the  républic,  to  be  levelled,  and  furrounded  by  caufeways  *>. 
Afterwards,  Herodes,  the  fon  of  Atticua,  rebuilt  and  almoft 
lined  with  ditrble,  the  ftadioiD,  the  ruins  of  which  flill  fub* 
fift  r. 

The  Walls  olr  the  Cxtt.  I  6mit  to  difcufs  many  que  (lions  that 
might  be  Aarted  relative  to  the  walls  which  furrounded  the  Pirse- 
tis,  and  Munychia,  and  thofe  which  from  the  Piraeus  and  Phale- 
Tum  terminated  at  the  walls  of  Athens  ;  aiid  I  (hall  only  fay  a 
word  refpeéling  the  circumference  of  the  city.  It  is  impoftlble  to 
determine  its  form,  but  we  are  able  pretty  nearly  to  afcertain  its 
extent.  Thucydides  ^,  when  enumerating  the  troops  neceflary  to 
guaid  the  walls,  fays,  that  the  part  of  them  neceflary  to  be  de- 
fended was  43  ftadiain  length,  and  that  one  part  remained  which 
Hood  in  no  need  of  defence,  namely,  that  which  lay  between  the 
two  points  where  the  wall  of  Phalerum  on  the  one  fide,  and  that 
of  the  Piraeus  on  the  other,  terminated  in  the  city  wall.  The 
fcholiaft  on  Thucydides  afligns  for  the  length  of  this  part  17  (la^ia, 
and  con&quently  reckons  for  the  whole  circumference  of  the  city 
60  fiadia  (or  about  two  leagues  and  a  quarter).  Were  we. to 
adopt  this  menfuration^  the  wall  of  Phalerum  would  reach  as  far 

»  Stuiri  iWd.  <>  Lycttrg.  Vit.  X.  Rhet.  sp.  Plut. 

^  Lc  Ron  Rnm.  det  MomHn.  de  It     i.  it.  p.  841. 

Grèce,  t.  îL  p.  X6.  '^  Paufan.  lib.  X.  cap.  19.  p.   46. 

»  Xenoph.   Mift.   Or*c.   ib.  a.  p.      Phibftr.  de  Vit  Sophlft.  lib.  a.  p.  5J0. 

476.  Id.  de  Magift.  £quit.  p.  959.  |      '  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  13. 
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as  thé  Lycttum,  which  is  not  poflible.     Some  confiderable  citor 
mud  hflve  crept  into  the  fcholiaft. 

I  have  relied  ia  this  particular,  as  well  as  in  laying  dowa  of  the 
long  walls,  and  the  environs  of  Athens,  on  the  iagacity  of  M. 
Barbie,  who,  after  carefully  ftudying  the  typography  of  this  city, 
has  been  To  obliging  as  to  execute  the  feeble  eflay  which  I  prefcnt 
to  the  public.  As  we  differ  on  fome  capital  points  concerning  the 
interior  parts,  it  is  not  jufl  that  he  (hould  be  anfwerable  for  the 
errors  that  may  be  difcovered  in  this  part  of  the  plan.  I  might 
alfo  have  covered  it  with  boufes,  but  it  would  have  been  impofB- 
ble  to  diHribute  them  into  ilreets. 


SAME   CHAP.— Page  372. 

On  two  Infer iptions  given  in  this  Chapter» 

I  HAr£  rendered  the  word  EAIAAZKE,  in  the  Greek  text,  by  thefe 
words,  compofed  the  piecêy  wrote  the  tragedy^  Yet  as  it  fometimes 
lignifies,  had  prepared  or  inJlruBed  the  aSlors^  I  will  not  anfwcr 
for  my  tranHation.  Concerning  this  word,  the  reader  may  refer 
to  the  notes  of  Cafaubon  on  Athenteus  (lib.  6.  cap.  7.  p.  260.)  ; 
thofc  of  Taylor  on  the  Sandwich  Marble  (p.  71.)}  Van  Dale  oa 
the  Gymnaiia  (p.  686.)  j  and  others. 


SAME   CHAP.— Page  379. 

On  the  Manner  of  lighting  the  Temples* 

The  temples  had  no  windows  ;  fome  received  light  Only  by  the 
door  \  in  others,  lamps  were  fufpended  before  the  principal  fta- 
tue  f  J  others  again  were  divfded  into  three  aifles,  by  two  ranges 
of  columns.  The  middle  aifle  was  entirely  open,  and  fufficed  to 
admit  light  into  the  fide  aifles,  which  were  covered  ^.     The  grand 

'  Stral.  lib.  9.  p.  396.    Paafan.  lib.  I      *!  Id.  ibid.      VitniT.  lib.  3.  cap.  <• 
if.  cap.  36.  p.  6j,  I  p.  41. 
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atcades  wtich  we  dîfcover  in  the  lateral  parts  of  a  temple  ftill  fub- 
iifting  among  the  ruins  of  Agrigcntutti  ^  have  been  laid  open  long 
afber  it  was  built: 


SAME  C  H  A  P.— Page  380. 
On  the  tntemal  Columns  of  the  Temples. 

It  appears  that  the  temples  of  the  Greeks  were  at  firfl  very  fmalU  . 
When  their  dimenfions  were  increafed,  the  roof  was  fuppdrtcd  by 
a  fingle  range  of  columns  wîthînûde,  above  which  were  otheri 
that  reached  to  the  roof.  This  was  the  method  employed  in 
one  of  thofe  ancient  temples,  the  ruins  of  which  I  hâve  feen  at 
PaBflum. 

In  procéfs  of  time,  înfteàd  6f  one  roW  of  columns,  they  creel- 
ed two  \  and  then  the  temples  became  divided  into  three  aides. 
Such  was  the  temple  of  Jupiter  at  Olympia,  as  Paufanias  telh 
us  7  ;  and  that  of  Minerva  at  Athens,  as  M.  Foucherot  has  afcer* 
tained  by  obfervations  on  the  fpot.  The  temple  of  Minerva  at 
Tegca  in  Arcadia,  built  by  Scopas,  was  of  the  fime  kind.  Patf- 
fenias  informs  us  z,  that  of  the  internal  columns,  the  firfl  order 
was  Doric,  and  the  fécond  Corinthian. 


SAME   C  H  A  P.— Page  380. 

On  the  Proportions  of  the  Parthenon.. 

AccoRDiKo  to  M.  Le  Roi  '^  the  length  of  this  temple  was  2X4 
feet,  10  inches,  and  4  lines  *  \  and  its  height  6^  feet  (French) -f. 
Let  us  convert  thefe  meafures  into  Grecian  feet,  And  we  fliall  hav< 
about  227  feet  for  its  length,  and  for  its  height  about  68  fecf 
7  inches.     As  to  its  breadth,  that  fecms  to  be  indicated  by  th^ 

-" —  «IW  ' 

'  D*Orville.  Sicula.  cap.  5  p.  97,      I  >•  P*  30.  part.  2.  pl.zx. 

y  Paufao.  lib.  5.  cap.  la  p.  400.       I  *  129  feet  %  iiichei  £ngli(h. 

*  Id.  lib.  8.  cajp.  45.  p.  693.                1  f  ^9  ^QCt  4-iochcs  £0yliiûl 

*  Le  Koi.  Ruines  d«  la  Gièce,  pv t.  | 

Ilia} 
•  % 
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name  hécstoiipé<l<m'  (lOO  feet)»  whick  the  aaciento  bellowed  up* 
on  this  temple.  And  M.  Le  Rot  found,  in  faâ,  that  the  frize  of 
the  front  was  94  feet  10  inches  *,  which  correfponds  with  xoo 
Grecian  feet  *>. 


SAME   CHAP— Page  382. 

On  the  ^uatUity  of  Gold  employed  in  the  Statue  of  Mimrvam 

Thoctdides  fays  ^  40  talents  \  other  authors  ^  fay  44  ;  others  a- 
gain  50^.  I  follow  the  teftimony  of  Thucydides.  Suppofing 
that,  in  his  time,  the  proportion  of  gold  was  i  to  13,  as  it  was 
in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  the  40  talents  of  gold  would  give  520 
talents  of  fîiver,  which,  at  5400  litres  the  talent,  would  produce 
ft  total  of  2,808,000  livres.  But,  as  in  the  «age  of  Pericles,  the 
drachma  was  worth  at  lead  19  fols  (çfdOy  and  the  talent  of  filvea 
5700  livres  (237I.  los.),  (fee  the  note  which  accompanies  the 
table  of  the  value  of  the  Greek  money,  in  vol.  iv.  of  this  work), 
the  40  talents  in  queHion  were  worth  at  lead  ^2,964,000  livres  (oi 
123,5001.  Sterling). 


SAME   CHAP.— PAGB382, 

On  the  Manner  in  which  the  Gold  was  di/lriiuted.  on  the  Sta^ 
tus  of  Minerva.  • 

The  goddefs  was  habited  in  a  long  tunic,  which  maft  have  been 
of  ivory.  The  a&gts  or  ikin  of  the  goat  Amahhea  covered  her 
breaft,  and  probably  her  left  arm,  as  we  fee  on  fome  of  her  fta- 
tues.  The  borders  of  the  »gis  were  furrounded  by  ferpents  ;  and 
in  the  field  of  the  buckler,  covered  with  the  (bales  of  ferpents, 
appeared  the  head  of  Medufa.     Thus  is  the  asgis  reprefented  on 


«-  loz  feet  X  inch  fingliih.  |     ^  PUIochor.  ap.  ScfaoL  Arifioph.  in 

b  l,e  Roi.  Ibid.  p.  ap*  I  Pac.  v.  604. 

^  Thac7d4  lih.  4.  cap.  1$.  I     '  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  la.  p.  96. 
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monuments,  and  in  ancient  authors  ^.  But  Ifocrates,  ^bo  was  dill 
living  at  the  period  in  which  I  fuppofe  the  younger  Anacharfis  to 
have  travelled  in  Greece,  obferves  ^,  that  the  gorgonium  had  been 
ilolen  y  and  Suidas  \  fpe^king  of  the  fame  fa6t,  adds,  that  it  was 
forced  off  from  the  ilatue  of  Minerva.  From  a  paflage  of  Pla- 
tarch  *  it  appears,  that,  by  this  expreffion,  we  mud  underlland  the 
aegis. 

Let  us  now  fee  of  what  the  segis  taken  from  the  datue  was 
compofed.  Not  to  mention  that  no  perfon  would  have  flole  it» 
had  it  not  been  of  precious  materials,  Philochorus  informs  us  \ 
that  the  robbery  complained  of  refpe6led  the  fcales  and  the  fer- 
pents.  The  queflion  here  has  no  conneâion  with  a  ferpent  which 
the  artift  had  placed  at  the  feet  of  the  goddefs.  That  was  only 
an  acceffory,  an'attribute  that  required  no  magnificence  j  and  Phi- 
lochorus fpeaks  of  ferpents  in  the  plural. 

From  thefe  circumdances,  I  conclude,  that  Phidias  had  made 
the  fcales  which  covered  the  segis,  and  the  ferpents  fufpended 
around^  it,  of  gold.  This  is  confirmed  by  Paufanias  1,  who  fays, 
that  Minerva  had  on  her  bread  a  head  of  Medufa  in  ivory  :  an 
unneceffary  remark,  if  the  aegis  was  of  the  fame  fubdance,  and 
the  head  not  relieved  by  the  ground  of  gold  to  which  it  was  af« 
fixed.  The  wings  of  the  Viâory  which  Minerva  held  in  her  hand 
were  likewife  of  gold.  Some  robbers,  who  had  got  into  the  tem. 
pie,  found  means  to  detach  ihém  *,  and  betrayed  themfelves  by 
quarrelling  about  the  divifion  of  their  booty  ». 

From  different  tedimonies,  which  I  omit  to  adduce,  it  maybe 
prefumed  that  the  baffo-relievos  of  the  helmet,  the  buckler,  the 
bufkins,  and  perhaps-  of  the  pededal,  were  of  the  fame  metal. 
I'he  greater  part  of  thefe  ornaments  were  dill  in  exidence  at  the 
period  I  have  chofen.  They  were  carried  off  fome  time  after,  by 
a  perfon  named  Lachares  ". 


f  Virgil,  ^neitl.  lib.  8.  v.  436. 
t  Ifocr.  adv.  Callim.  t.  ii.  p.  51 1, 
h  Suid.  in  ^iXmias, 
\  Tînt,  in  Thcrnift.  t.  i.  p.  ,117. 
^  Fhllochor.  ap.  ScbiL  Âcidopb.  in 


Pac.  V.  604. 

i  Pa.ufan*  lib.  X.  cap.  24.  p-  jS. 

™  Demoflh.  io  Timo^r.  p.'792.  Ul. 
pian.  ibid.  p.  8a I. 

<^  PaufAn.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p.  6x« 
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CHAP.   XIV.— Page  394. 

On  the  Prtjid.nts  of  the  Senate  of  Athens* 

£v£RT  thing  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  fenatc,  and  their  fund  * 
lions,  is  attended  with  fo  many  difHculties,  that  I  (hall  content 
myfelf  with  referring  my  readers  to  the  learned  authors  who  have 
difcufled  the  fubjefV,  as  Sigonius  (de  Repub.  Athen.  lib.  2* 
eap.  4.)  ;  Pctav.  (de  Cycl.  diflert.  3.  J  43.)  j  Sara.  Pet.  (Leg.  At- 
tic, p.  188.)  i  and  Corfln.  (Faft.  Attic,  t.  i.  diffcrt.  6). 


SAME    CHAP.— Pack  398: 

On  the  Decrees  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  People  of  Athens • 

* 

Nothing  was  executed  but  by  virtue  of  the  laws  and  of  decrees  o  • 
the  difference  of  which  condfled  in  this,  that  the  laws  were  obli'^ 
gatory  00  all  the  citizens,  and  perpetually  binding  j  whereas  the 
decrees,  properly  fo  called,  refpeéled  only  individuals,  and  were 
but  of  temporary  operation.  It  was  by  a  decree  that  ambafla- 
dors  were  difpatched,  crowns  bellowed  on  citizens,  &c.  When 
the  decree  was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  comprehend  all  times  and 
perfonsy  it  then  became  a  law. 


CHAP.   XVII.— Page  423, 

On  ajtngular  Decifion  of  the  Areopagus. 

^0  the  fa6^  I  have  given  in  the  text,  another  may  be  added,  whic% 
occurred  long  after,  and  in  an  age,  when,  though  Athens  had  lo(t 
all  her  glory,  that  of  the  Areopagus  Hill  (hone  in  Its  meridian 
Splendour.  A  woman  of  Sicyon,  exafperatcd  at  the  barbarity 
of  a  fécond  hufband,  and  of  a  fon  (he  had  by  him,  who  (lew  a 

o  DemoJUi,  in  Timocr.  p.  787. 
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promifing  youth  (he  had  born  bj  her  former  fpoufe,  determined 
to  poifon  them  both.  After  a  profecution  before  feveral  tribunals 
that  neither  ventured  to  condemn  nor  to  acquit  her,  the  matter 
was  brought  before  the  Areopagus,  which,  after  a  long  examina- 
tion, ordered  the  parties  to  appear  again  before  the  court  in  one 
hundred  years  from  that  time  ^. 


CHAP.  XX.— Page  439. 

On  the  Game  of  Dice. 

M.  Ds  Pfii&Esc  had  in  his  pofTeflion  an  antique  calendar,  oma« 
mented  with  drawings.  At  the  month  of  January,  a  man  was 
reprefented  holding  a  dice  box  in  his  hand,  and  throwing  the 
dice  into  a  fort  of  a  tower,,  placed  oi\  the  edge  of  a  chequer- 
board  9. 


SAME    C  H  A  P.— Page.  450. 

Prices  of  various  Articles  of  Merchandife. 

In  the  text,  I  have  given  the  price  of  fome  articles  of  provifîontf^ 
fuch  as  it  was  at  Athens  in  the  time  of  Demofthenes.  About  éo 
years  before,  in  the  time  of  Aridophanes,  a  workman^s  pay  was 
3  oboli  (9  fols,  or  fourpence. halfpenny  0  >  ^  race-horfe  was  worth 
12  minae,  or  I2C0  drachmas  (1080  livres,  or  45 1.)  *>  a  mantle^ 
20  drachmas  (18  livres,  or  15  (hillings^  \  drefs  for  the  feet  and 
legs,  8  drachmas  (7  livres  4  fols,  or  6  (hillings)  ^ 

P  Val.  Max.  lib.  8.  cap.  i.    Aulas  I      ^  Ariftoph.  in  Ecclef.  v.  3ZO. 
€relliu8,  lib.  12.  cap.  7  ;  ct  alii.  i      *  Id.  in  Nub,  v.  iii;. 

9  Valcf.  in  Hvpocr,  p.  ;>•  -  I     ^  W-  «  Piwt-  ▼•  9^^ 
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SAME    CHAP.— PAGi45r. 

On  tie  property  bequeathed  to  Demqfihenes  hj  bis  father» 

Tbb  father  of  Demoflhenes  was  edeemed  a  rich  man  « }  yet  be  left 
his  fon  onlj  about  14  talents,  nearly  75,600  livres  (or  31501. 
Iterling*).  His  inheritance  chiefly  confided  in  the  foAlowing  arti- 
cles :  id,  A  fword  manufaélory,  in  which  thirty  (laves  were 
kept  at  work  r.  Two  or  three  of  the  principal  ones  were  each  of 
them  worth  500  or  600  drachmas,  aboot  500  livres  (or  near  20 
IfOineas)  ;  the  others  at  lead  300  drachmas,  270  livres  (1  x  L  5  s.)  : 
their  labonr  was  annually  worth  30  mîn»,  or  2700  livres  (xial. 
10  %.\  all  expences  deduéled.  2dly,  A  manufaâory  of  beds, 
which  employed  twenty  flaves,  worth  40  minse,  or  3600  livres 
^1501.):  they  produced  annually  X2  minse,  or  1080  livres  (45  k 
fterlingj.  3dly,  A  dock  of  ivory,  iron,  and  wood  ',  worth  80 
minœ,  or  7200  livres  (300 1.  flerling).  The  ivory  was  made  nfe 
of  for  the  bed  feet  ",  or  the  handles  and  (heaths  of  fwords**.  4thly, 
Gall-nuts  and  copper,  worth  70  minse,  or  6300  livres  (262  L 
108.).  5thly,  A  houfe,  worth  30  minae,  or  2700  livres  (ii2l. 
10s.)  6thly,  Furniture,  vafes,  cups,  gold  trinkets,  robes,  and 
the  toilet  of  his  mother  ^  100  minœ,  or  9000  livres  (375 1.)*  7thly-, 
Money  lent  out,  or  employed  in  trade  ^* 


"  Demoilh.  in  Aphob.  p.  896,  901, 

'  Id.  ibtd.  p.  895. 
^  Id  Ibid.  p.  896. 


a  Plat.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  su  cap.  9.  p;* 
48. 

b  Demofthen.  In  Aphob.  p.  898. 
Laert.  lib.  6.  J  65. 

<"  Id.  ibid.  ^.  896. 
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